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Addendum

Contribution submitted by the Asian |Indi genous Peopl es Pact

1. The attention of the Preparatory Conmittee is drawn to the attached
contribution by the Asian |ndi genous Peopl es Pact, an unbrella organization
for indi genous peoples in the region, which organized the Asian Conference on
the R ghts of Indigenous/Tribal Peoples in Chiang Mii, Thailand, from18 to
23 May 1993. A total of 74 people from Bangl adesh, India, |ndonesia,

Mal aysi a, Myanmar, Nepal, the Philippines and Thailand participated in the
neeti ng.

2. The Asian Conference was the first occasion on which the indigenous
peopl es of the region had cone together. Although there are an estinmated

200 mllion indigenous people in the region, there is no non-government al
organi zation in consultative status with the Econonic and Social Council to
represent themat United Nations neetings. The Declaration represents their
perspective on the rights of indigenous/tribal peoples which they requested be
consi dered by the Worl d Conference.
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DECLARATI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF ASI AN | NDI GENQUS/ TRI BAL PECPLES
THREATS TO OUR EXI STENCE

Qur existence is threatened by systenatic canpai gns of exterm nation -
devel opnent aggression, population transfers, forced assinilation, invasions,
occupations and militarization

At this point in history there is an all-round attack on our existence
fromthe dom nant societies often in collaboration with the internationa
forces.

| ssues and concerns of indi genous peoples can no | onger be ignored,
i sol ated or suppressed; they are an integral part of the national and
international political agenda and have to be understood and addressed at that
| evel .

Devel opnent aggressi on invol ves the encroachnent onto our |ands for
| oggi ng, mning, hydroel ectric danms, geothernal and nucl ear energy projects,
i ncl udi ng nucl ear waste dunping, national parks, industrial zones,
agri busi ness projects and tourism

As the traditional custodians of the regions' rainforests, |and, water
and the resources therein, which are being exploited ruthlessly by commercia
firms causing extensive danmage to the environment, we assert that our
relationship with nature is sustainable and that there is much that the world
can benefit fromour experience in the nanagenent of nature for a sustainable
future; we therefore make this declaration

WE ARE OF THE LAND

We Asi an indi genous peopl es know who we are. W are the descendants of
the original inhabitants of territories which have been conquered, and we
consi der ourselves distinct fromthe rest of the prevailing society. W have
our own | anguages, religions, custons and world view and we are determned to
transmit these to future generations. W do not have centralized politica
institutions but organized instead at the |level of the conmunity and have
hi ghly devel oped nmethods for arriving at deci sions by consensus.

Asi an i ndi genous people represent a variety of cultures and histories.
We share in common a struggle to be free fromWstern or Japanese col oni alism
in the last centuries and nore recently a struggle to be free fromforns of
Asi an colonialism The decol onization of Asia from European powers is the
fruit of our nmomentous struggles. But we were wong to think that colonialism
was and is a Western product only. W indigenous peopl e have experienced
during this century the worst forns of colonialismfromfellow Asians. It
continues to be perpetrated by Asians. Therefore, justice, equality and
liberty demand that the process of decol onization nust be conpleted.

Asi an colonialists have joined hands with previous colonizers to
recol oni ze us in the nane of "nation-building" and "devel oprent” and to
deprive us of our rights to self-determnation. W are being pushed to
extinction not only through invasion, planned popul ati on transfers and
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transmgration of other peoples to our territories but also through the
efforts of dominant Asians to assimilate us, to inpose |anguages, religions
and political concepts which are alien to us.

W are aware that our societies are far fromideal and reflect
inequalities in many rel ati onshi ps as between young and ol d and between sexes.
But these inequalities are nothing conpared to the inequalities inposed on us
by neo-col oni zers. The struggle for wonen's rights in our comunities is an
integral part of our struggle for self-determnation

In the Asian subcontinent and to a | esser extent in other Asian
countries, many people suffer fromthe evils of casteismand like beliefs,
which in practice nullify, dimnish or inpair the equal recognition, enjoynent
and exercise of human rights and fundamental freedons in the areas of
political, econom c, social, cultural or any other sphere of public life. W
t herefore recogni ze and declare casteismas a form of racism

WHAT WE MEAN BY " SELF- DETERM NATI ON'

W assert that we know what sel f-determ ning communities are. W denmand
that all recogni ze that we have al ways been sel f-determ ning.

We assert the right to our identities which are linked to our territories
and ancestral domain. W assert our right to the full control of our |ands as
t he foundati on of our existence, our customary |aws and indi genous soci al
syst ens.

W assert the right to use, manage and develop all natural resources
found wi thin our ancestral domain.

W assert the right to control our economes and to devel op according to
our beliefs and practices.

We assert the right to revitalize our traditional institutions, to speak
our | anguages, to live according to our world view and to educate our children
in these.

We assert the right to deternmine the formof self-government, the right
to uphol d i ndi genous political systenms, the right to engage in foreign
relations and trade, and the right to formalliances and federations with
ot her indi genous peoples for ushering in a life of peace and security and for
pur sui ng our conmon goal

W assert the right to preserve, devel op and protect human resources from
commercial and scientific exploitation and to protect our systens of know edge
and our cultural and intellectual property rights.

W assert the right to be recognized as citizens of the States of our
choi ce.

W assert the right to free passage through boundaries inposed by States
whi ch divide our territories.
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We assert the right of refugees forced out of our territories to return
to our territories and to reoccupy our |ands under appropriate safeguards.

Wer e indi genous peoples live in territories not their own and live in
mnority situations, we assert the right to equal protection of the |law and to
saf eqguards against mnority discrimnation and oppression

We assert the right to defend ourselves when our rights to
self-determi nation are violated or are not recognized.

STRATEGQ ES FOR EMPOAERVENT

The gl obalization of the econonic, social and political orders as
mani fested in the enlarging role of transnational corporations in investnments
and trade, in the greater role of nultilateral aid institutions in determnining
econom ¢ and fiscal policies of many devel opi ng countries, in the energence of
a unipolar world mlitary power, and in the emergence of new information
t echnol ogi es create opportunities and dangers for indi genous peopl es
novenents for sel f-determ nation.

I ncreasi ngly, devel opi ng econonies are responding to the trade stinuli
pronot ed by transnational/regional trading blocs leading to | oss of contro
over their own markets. Thus weakened States may respond nore positively to
our rights or may intensify their attack on our societies.

Keeping this in mnd, we assert our role as the prinme novers of our own
hi story and destiny, and we resist any attenpt to be appropriated/represented
by Government, non-governmental or religious organizati ons wthout our
consent .

We resist any attenpt to be appropriated or represented by governnent
agenci es, non-governnental organizations and religi ous organi zati ons w thout
our consent or know edge.

We stress the primary inportance of strengthening comunity initiatives
t hrough education, organization and enpowernment. W also stress the
i mportance of the support fromthe denocratically oriented sections of other
societies for the success of our struggles for self-determ nation. The
di smantling of the recorded history, which is racist, and the docunentation of
our oral history is recognized as a fundanental step for |iberating human
society fromthe colonial nmnd-set. This will contribute to the creation of
an at nosphere where the indi genous peopl es' novenment and others' novenents can
unite for a new social order - building sustainable society.

W will strive to create national and regional alliances and/or form
i ndi genous peopl es' organi zations to pronote our concerns through |egislation
at the local, national and international |evels.
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We extend our hands and hearts to work together with the other indigenous
peopl es' nmovenents in other regions of the world for sustainable devel opnent.
W recogni ze as our natural allies the social novenent of women, environnental
groups and the novenent for the equality of all races.

We shall subnit this Declaration to the United Nations and ot her
i nternational bodies and agencies and to Governnents. Mre inportantly, we
will bring this Declaration to our peoples to serve as a framework for
continuing actions that link local to national initiatives with indigenous
peopl es' nmovenents in other parts of the world.

18-23 May 1993
Chi ang Mai, Thail and



