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1. The Special Political Committee, at its 51st meeting held on 9 December 1980
adopted the draft resolution contained in document A/SPC/35/L.26. It also had
before it a statement of financial implications, document A/SPC/35/L. 30.

Part T

2. Under operative paragraph 5 of section 1, the General Assembly would call upon
the Secretary--General to render full co-operation and support to the International
Programme for the Development of Communications and to seek and encourage
interagency co-operation and participation of the agencies in the activities of

the Programme and its Intergovernmental Council. The Secretary-General proposes
the establishment of one new post at the P-k level in the newly established
Planning, Programming and Evaluation Unit in the Office of the Under-Secretary-
Cerergl for Public Information, to carry out these added tasks. Travel funds would
a. 20 e required for necessary liaison and co-ordination but would however be
abscrbed. The establishment of the new post would entail in 1981 additional
resources in the amount of $30,100, as follows:

Salaries and common staff costs 23,900
Common services costs 6.200

Total 30,100
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operative paragrarii 10 of the draft resolution, the General
tlie recommendntions of the Cormittee on Information that
the Department of Public Information should be

rease in the activities of the United Wations that the

to cover for the purposes of public information., and
Lecretary-Generel provide such resources to the Department
11d request the Committee for Programme and Co--ordination to
swibh of the Department and repcrt to the Ceneral Assembly at

i, In resrect of resources provided to the Devartment of Public Informetion, it
been the practice , vhenever major activities are undertalken, such as
internetional vears snd conferences, to include in related statements of
adminigtrative ond financial 1npllcations provision for the Department of Public
Intormation for its activities vwhose implementstion are recuired but cannot be
ensured rrom existing resources. It would be the intention of the Secretary-

{eneral to continue this practice.

With regard to the relative grovth rate in respect of public information, it
ould be noted that since the formilation of the recommendation of the Committee
T TﬂLOID tlon, the Ceneral Assembly has. in its resolution 35/2 deted

fovember 1970 conOidered that the Committee for Prograrmme and Co-ordination
should no long continue to set relative real growth rates and has requested the
Committee to determine new criteris and methods to be employed in setting programme
priorities. It would be the intention of the Secretary-General to bring to the
attention of the Committee for Programme and Co-cordination the request contained in
cverative paragraph 10 of the present draft resolution.
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G, Under orverative paraﬁrah% 11 of the draft resolution, the General Assembly
vould reaffirm that continued publication of Development Forum as an interagency
nroj th 1g essential and would recuest the Secretarv-Ceneral to review its
financicl status and to continue to seek to ensure long-term financial support for
the Forum. A separate revort on this matter has been presented to the CGeneral
Asserblyv at its current session in document A/C.5/35/52 in which a sum of $200,000
is reguested as a subvention tc the Forum in 1081.

Pert IIT

: Under operative raragraph 1 (c) of the draft resolution, the Secretary General
would he reguested to ensure that Urited Nations efforts to provide broadcast media
with nrogramming on women be continuved. A& separate statement of administrative and
finencial inplications of the draft resolution relating to the World Conference of
the United Tations Decade for Vomen (A/C.3/35/L.23/Rev.1l) is contained in

document ~A/C.5/35/73/Corr.l and provides an estimate of ®1L47.500 as the cost for
the continustion and expansion of the radio programmes on women in 1901.




8. Under operative paragraph U the Secretary-General would be requestesd to report
to the Committee on Information on & mlan to regionalize the Radio arnd Visual
Services Nivision in a manner that would merrit each Pesional Section to be
responsihle for all radio. televisicn and filwm productions to their resvective
regicn. The Secretary-General would expect to be able to nroduce such a renort
within regources svailable to him in the 1080-1981 biennium budeet. Tt would also
be his intention to sgeek the assistance of the Administrative Monsgement Service in
developing a plan for such regionalization. Given the nev conc s of the combined
radio. televigion and film production, it mav be necessary to seek outeidle
expertise to assist in the develorment of such a2 plan. In such a case, it would he
the intention of {the Secretary-General to accomnlish this throurh resources already
svallaeble in the regular budeet.

. Thile the Secretary-Ceneral would review the nresent Information Centres'
netvork, taking into account the reduest addressed to him in overative :aragraphs 5
and 5 regarding the evolving relationshin between DFI (Headquarters) snd the
Centres, as well as the views of the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU), he nronoses an
increase in the operating funds for the Centres at an average of 51,250 per centre
for 1981 for a total of £75,000 to assist in meeting the increased volume and
complexity of the activities in the United Mations Information Centres.

10. TUnder operative varagraph 6 (z) of the draft resolution, the Secretary -Ceneral
would he requested to improve the network of the information centres by reviewing
their functions and role in the Denartment of Public Information and by
establishing, to the extent possible , within existing resources, new ones. wvhere
deemed necessary., in particular one in Fimbabwe and one in Bangladesh taking into
account . inter alia, the need to ensure regional balance.

11. The review of the functions and role of the network of informstion centres
with a view to improving their operation would not lead to the closine down of eny
centres. /[s indicated by the Secretary-Genersl in his comments in the report of
the Joint Inspection Unit on the information centres, 1/ the possibility of closing
dovn e number of centres in order to operate the network more efficiently is a
course of action that is virtually precluced for nolitical reasons. The
establishment of new centres in 7imbabwe and Bangladesh would not therefore be
nossible within existing resources and would require, for each centre the creation
of six new posts: one Director at the P-5 level and five local staff members
comprising an information assistant, a reference assistant/librarian. cne
adrministrative assistant. one secretary and one mineogranh operator/messenger.
addition for each centre provision would need to be made for the purchazing of
furniture and eouipment. An amount of 520,000 for each centre is therefore
proposed, as a non-recurrent item. Furthermore a »rovisicn of 57,500 for each
centre would be necessary in resrtect of supnlies and materials.

In

12. In resrect of rental and maintenance of premises, it will be recalled that the
General Asserbly had in its resolution 1405 (YIV) requested the Secretary-Ceneral
to enlist the co-operation of the Member States concerned in providing all possible

1/ A/34/379/Ad8.1.
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Tacilities for the establishment of such new centres. In his comments on the
report of the Joint Inspection Unit on information centres, 2/ the Secretary-
General stated that he could not but support the ides that Governments of host
countries should provide for the rental and maintensnce of nremises of information
centres in their country.

13. The possibility of obtaining rent-free nremises for the two new centres will

be explored. Should it, however, not materiglize, it is estimaced that an amount

of £10.000 vould be required for each centre in 1981 and would be reflected in the
final performance revort for the biennium 1980-1931.

3 . - . . .
14. The additional requirements for the establishment in 1981 of the two new
information centres is therefore as follows:

&

Salaries and common staff costs 141,800
Furniture and equipment 40,000
Sunplies and materials 15,000

196,800

15. Under operative paragrarh 6 (b) of the draft resolution, the Secretary-Ceneral
would be requested to strengthen the capabilities of the Centres by providing stalf
at a level commensurate with their responsibilities. particularly in the case of
Centres with large jurisdictions. The strengthening of the capabilities of the
Centres. particularly those with large Jjurisdictions would require the
establishment of four Information/Reference assistants in 1981 the cost of which is
estimated at $31,600.

16. In paragraph 6 (c), the Secretary-General would be requested to improve the
avallability of technical eguinment including telex facilities to the Information
Centres. The gradual acguisition of eguinment for all information centres is a
policy that has been pursued for many years. A portion of the resources available
under section 27 of the programme budget for the 1980--1981 biennium has been
earmarked to provide or update certain technical equipment for the Centres. This
hes included telexes, movie projectors. movie screens, short-wave radios. tape
recorders end microfiches. As indicated in the Secretary-General's comments in the
Joint Inspection Unit report. 3/ W8 of the 60 existing centres as of 1979 were
equipped with telex facilities. The Secretary-General proposes to undertake a
further examinction of this question to determine to what extent a more rapid
nrovision of technical equipment will assist the centres in meeting the objectives
of the draft resoluticn. His proposals in this regard will be contained in
section 27 of his provosed programme budset for the biennium 1982-1983.

2/ Ibid.

3/ Ibid.
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17. TUnder operative paragrarh 8. the Secretarv--General would be requested to take
immediately the necessary measures to ensure balance in the use of official
languages in the publications and programmes of the Department of Public
Informetion and to strengthen the effectiveness of the adaptation unit created for
that purpose.

16. It will be recalled that. in connexion with the adoption of resolution 34/1832
at the thirty-fourth session. 11 new posts, 5 at the Professional level and

6 at the General Service level were established for the production of Arabic,
French and Spanish information materials, pursuant to the regquest that the
Secretary-General take the necessarv measures immedistely to ensure a balance in
the use of official languages through the establishment of a small adaptation unit.
In order to strengthen the effectiveness of the unit and further ensure a balance
in the use of official languages, the creaticn of two pcsts would be necessary .
one P-3 and one General Service to initiate the production of information material
in Russian. The salaries and common staff costs in respect of these two posts is
estimated at $31,000. A provision of $25,000 would also be required for printing,
reproduction and distribution of additional adapted material. Common services
costs in respect of the new posts are estimated at £12,100.

19. Under operative paragreph 9 of the draft resolution, the Secretary.-General
would be requested to initiate as early as possible in-service training programmes
for journalists and broacdcasters from developing countries as envisaged in his
report to the Ceneral Assembly . ranging from two to four months, designed to
benefit the maximum number possible of such persons, to coincide to the maximum
extent possible with the sessions of the General fAssembly.

20. Mnnual in-session training programmes would be undertaken for 12 broadcasters
and 4 journalists for an average period of three months and would require
additional resources estimated at $108,000 annually comprising $72.000 for the
payment of stipends to the journalists and broadcasters ($1,500 per month per
trainee) . 532,000 in respect of travel to and from Headquarters for the trainees,
and ‘L ,000 for the acquisition of training material. In addition, an amount of
$ho 600 would be required in respect of common services such as accommodation and
office space.

21. Under operative paragraph 10 (a), the Secretary-General would be requested to
take the necessary measures to strengthen and improve the regional structure of
the Radio Service of the Department of Public Information, paying particular
attention to adequate programming in the various languages of the regions and in
this regard to provide the Committee of Information abt its next session with a plan
for the establishment, as a matter of priority, of a separate Caribbean Unit and
for the expansion of the African Unit of the Radio Service.

22, In this context, it should be recalled that the General Assembly, in its
resolution 3U4/182 had requested the Secretary-General in consultation with the
Committee on Information, to review the distribution of regional units within the
Radio Service of the Department of Public Information so as to better meet the
particular needs of the various regions aud to ensure their greater efficiency.
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23. Pursuant to resolution 34/182, the Administrative lanagement Service of the
Secretariat has been asked to undertake a review of the Radio Service. Upan
completion of this review and in pursuance of operative paragraph 10 (a) of the
nresent resolution, the Secretary-General would present his proposals for the
improvement of the regional structure in the Radio Service of the Department of
Public Information including the establishment of a separate Caribbean Unit and the
expansicn of the African Unit of the Radio Service. In the meantime. the
establishment of two posts at the P-3 level is proposed to enhance the prosramming
capability of the Service in Chinese and in Portuguese.

2. The additional costs in respect of the two new posts are as follows:
$
- Salaries and common staff costs 39,600

- Common services 12,400

Total 52,000

25. 1In paragraphs 10 (b) and (c), the Ceneral Assembly would request the
Secretary-General to meke specific proposals to expand short-wave broadcasts in
order to place them on a daily schedule and to prepare a study on the technical,
financial and legal aspects regarding international short--wave broadcasts using
facilities and freguencies of the United Nations. The Secretary-General expects to
be able to produce a report containing his proposals. in this regard, within the
resources available to him in the 1980--1981 budget.

26. 1In paragraph 10 (d) the General Assembly would request the Secretary-General
to clarify urgently the legal questions concerned with the proposal to introduce
frequency modulation broadcasts by the United Nations in the Headquarters area.

It would be the intention of the Secretary-General to request the Office of Legal
Affairs to examine the legal aspects of this question.

27. In paragraph 10 {e) the General Assembly would recuest the Secretary-General
to provide the Information Service in Geneva with the equipment necessary for the
electronic recording and dissemination of visual information concerning United
Netions activities, as far as possible from within existing resources. A basic set
of combined 3/4 and one inch video equipment of a suitable type and professiocnal
standards (with one camera) would cost $266,400. The list of such equipment
required to give UNIS Geneva a video capability as redquested in the draft
resolution would require the provision of $199,400 in 1981 2s a non-recurrent item
which together with an amount of $67,000 already in the 1980-1981 programme budget
would make a total of $266,400.

28, TUnder operative paragraph 10 (f) of the draft resolution. the Secretary-
Ceneral would be requested to take the necessary measures to provide adequate
resources to the Department of Public Information to enable and to ensure full
coverage through press releases of all important meetings and events in the
United Nations.
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29. It will be recallcd that in his proposed programme budget for the biennium the
Secretary- General had indicated that due to the increasing number of meetings
there would be curtailment of or selectivity in coverage during busy periods and
that selective coverage would result in the issuance of press releases summarizing
the results of the meeting without details of the deliberations. 4/ The
reinstatement of full coverage as requested in varagraph 10 (f) of the present
draft resolution would entail the establishment of three new posts for nress
officers at the P--3 level. o new general service posts would be required in view
of the increased nroductivity resulting from the introduction, in 1980, of word
processing equipment. The additional costs in respect of the three posts are as
follovs:

*

Salaries and common staff costs 59,400
Common services 13,600
Total 789000

30. Under operative paragraph 10 (h) the Secretary-Ceneral would be requested to
allot equitable permanent working space at the United Nations Headquarters to
representatives of news media with special attention to be given to the needs of
those from the develoning countries. A review of the critical space shortage
prevailing at Headguarters is currently being undertalen and the Secretary--General
would intend to take into consideration the present request in his future plans
repgarding srvace allocation.

31. As would be requested by the Ceneral Assembly under operative paragraph 10 (i)
the Secretary-General would intend to examine, within existing resources, the
pos3ibility of strengthening the participation of develoning countries in the
utilization of satellites, and would make a report to the Committee on Information
at its next session.

32, Under operative paragraph 10 (i) the Secretary-General would be requested to
initiste the production of television programmes in Spanish. In order to meet this
request, the establishment of new posts would be required - a television producer
at the P-li level and a production assistant at the G-5 level. In addition, an
amount of $L40 000 would be required in 1981 in respect of additional contractual
and operational costs. The total cost for the introduction of television
programmes in Spanish would be as follows:

4

Salaries and common staff costs 39,500
Contractual and operational costs 40,000

Common services costs 12,100

Total 91,600

L/ A/34/6, para. 27.48.
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33. Should the Ceneral Assembly adopt the draft resolutions contained in
document A/SPC/35/L.26. additional appropriations totalling 980,200 would be
required in 1981 - 869,200 under section 27, Public Information, and $111,000
under section 28D, Ceneral Services, Headquarters. These amounts msy be
sunmarized as follows:

Section 27 Section 28D Total

Paragraph 2 23,900 6,200 30,100
Paragranh 9 75,000 C 75,000
Paragraph 1L 196,800 - 196,800
Paragraph 15 31,600 - 31.600
Paragraph 18 5¢,000 12,100 68,100
Paragraph 20 108,000 Lo 600 157,600
Paragraph 24 39,600 12,400 52,000
Paragraph 27 199,400 - 129,400
Paragraph 29 59,400 18.600 78,000
Paragraph 32 79,500 12,100 91,600

Total 869,200 111,000 980,200

3L, 2n amount of $77.000 would also be required under section 31 in respect of
staff assessment which would be offset by an equivalent amount under income
section 1.

35. The full cost., excluding those of a non-recurrent nature, of the financial
implications arising out of the draft resolutions contained in document
A/SPC/35/L.26 over a biennial period is estimated at $1,728.300 for section 27,
Public Information, or an increase of L.3 per cent over the current appropriations
for that section.



