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1. The Special Political Cow~ittee, at its 51st meeting held on 9 December 1980 
adopted the draft resolution contained in document A/SPC/35/L,26. It also had 
before it a statement of financial implications, document A/SPC/35/L.30. 

Part I 

2. Under operative paragraph 5 of section 1, the General Assembly would call upon 
the Secretary· ·General to render full co~-operation and support to the International 
Programme for the Development of Communications and to seek and encourage 
interagency co-operation and participation of the agencies in the activities of 
the Programme and its Intergovernmental Council. The Secretary~General proposes 
the establishment of one new post at the P-4 level in the neVTly established 
Pl8.nning, Programming and Evaluation Unit in the Office of the Under-Secretary~-
1lec - :·al for Public Information" to carry out these added tasks, Travel funds would 
a: ,:' . .:;c, recF:ired for necessary liaison and co~ordination but uould however be 
abso:cbed. 'The establishment of the ne\•T post would entail in 1981 additional 
resources in the amount of G30,100, as follows: 

Salaries and common staff costs 23,900 
CorrJll.on services costs 6, 200 

Total 30,100 

80-~33095 
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terms of' onerati ve par8.2TaT)1l 10 of the clrr:ft resolution> the General 
n~i tera:te tlle recr)f'''·endc•tions of the C:ornrdttee on Information that 

ar< i.ti.onal :·csources for the T)epartment of 'Public InforJl'lation should be 
C'~)r;nr·::nsur·c:.tc: 'r:ith ~.~"' increase in the activities of the Unit eel Ya.tions that the 
l:e-c•ar·t: -~e~·t i::; ca::!._J, .. ,:J u:;un to cover for the :ru:croses of public information o and 
;•o,,J ~• :cecon'"'-enr; t:~F;t the t<::cretary- General provide such resources to the Department 
fc;;· trJis :nurpo:o'' s:-,(l ·woulC: request the ComF:itt<=:e for Prograr:-x~e and Co· ordination to 
n;· ~ :?-.:; the :·ele>;ti ve CTUvii;h of the Depart1T1ent anct report to the Ceneral Assembly at 
it 2 t]')ir~:"t-sixt~:c_l 2.ession, 

L}_ I::-1 :v-e~~r·ect of rc:sourcc:s 'tlro•rided to the Department of Pul)lic Infon1ation, it 
hau ~)een the rY'a.cticc, v11enever major activities are lmdertal~en, such as 
:L·.,tc::rnsei.onoJ. yeaTs an0 conferences, to include in relatecl statements of 
Ft,5m:i ni s t rat::_ ve ~'nr~ f:inanci al ir1pli cations pro vi sian for the Department of Public 
Information :C'or its a.ctivities vl1ose implementation are reouired but cannot be 
ensurec: ,:·ron ex:i c;ting resources, It vould be the intention of the Secretary~· 
Ceneral to continue t.his -practice" 

5o -'it~1 ree;ard to the relative {!rovt.~1 rate in resnect of public infonnation, it 
shoul('_ be notec" that since the forr:mla.tion of the recommendation of the Corr:rnittee 
on Inforn,ation, the Genera.l .LI.ssembly has, in its resolution 35/9 da.ted 
3 uve;nbe::: 1~;":0, considerec1 that the Committee for Progrc;r;n:,e and Co-ordination 
should no longer continue to set relative re2.l {"rovth rates and has requested the 
C'mEriJittee to determine neTT criteria and methods to be employed in settinr; program.r;1e 
J::-riorities o It \IOuld be the intention or~ the Secretary-General to brinr; to the 
a.tten".~ion of the Co:rmnittee for PropT8!1tn.e and Co-ordinAtion the request containec'l in 
o·oerative paragrm>h 10 of the present draft resolutiono 

6. Under o-r,erati ve parap;rauh 11 of the draft resolution" the General Assembly 
•.rould reaffirm that continued publica.tion of pevelc:Ement Forurr: as an interagency 
project is essential a.nd \Wuld recmest the Secretary~General to review its 
financi;~:L. ste.tus :>ncl to continue to see]:: to ensure lonc>-term financial support for 
the For1J.l'L A separa.te report on this mat~-er has 1)een presented to the General 
Asse::ibly at its current session in document A/Co5/35/52 in \-Thich a sum of G200 ,000 
ls r2·'F'ested as a. subvention to tl1e Forum in l<l8L 

Part III 

? Under operative paragraTJh 1 (c) of the draft resolution" the Secretary~ ·General 
Foul6 lJe requested to ensure that 'United nations efforts to provide broadcast media 
vi th nrograrr;mi!l[; on uomen be contim..1ed" P separate statement of administrative and 
fit'Jenci~~l ir<r~Jico.tions of the draft resolution relating to the l<'orld Conference of 
the United ~'ations I'ecade for T;omen (A/C" 3/35/1.23/Revol) is contained in 
document f'/C.S/35/73/Corrol and provides an estimate of ~qln ,500 as the cost for 
the contin:.mt:i on and expansj_on of the redia progrumrrJ.es on '\Wmen in 19GL 
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So Under operative jlE<.rap;raph h t''e Secretary·· General \70l.1lc be requeste.~: tu re:porJc 
to the Committee on Information on e. ,-,J_an to regionalize the RaC:.io and Visw?J_ 
Services Di '.'ision in a manner that 1-rould ;_:>err-:5t each Pecdonal Section to lJe 
respoc1si~lle for cP '~actio. television anJ -f'ilm procluct.:L:ms to their res:0ect~ve 
rec;ion, 'I'he Secretary,. General IN"oulr': expect to be 8-ble to ·:~·reduce such 8. re:nort 
lvithin re:;ources nvailable to hivt in the 1080 1981 1Jiennhm buor:;et" It HOlJlcl. Pclso 
be his intention to see}c the assistance of the Administrative r-r,~;.rJc;emer:t Service in 
clevelorinc a plan for such regionalj zation. Given the ne\.' concept3 of the combinecl 
re"dio .· televi::::l_on and filn procuction o it moy be neces3sr:r to see];: outs:i"le 
expertise to assi.st in the develunnent of such a plan" In such o CEcse, it ~-rould :Je 
thP intention of t~Je Secretary-·Gcneral to accownlish this throu['"h resources f'lreaG.y 
c:.voila'ble in the regular lmdcet" 

r· T·Ibile the Secretary- General woulr'l. revieu the ::'resent Information Centres; 
netv:ork, takin~ into accmmt the request addressed to him in o:()erativc ··.:trapr3.}'lhs 5 
and 6 rec;arding the evolving rel'ltionshin betc•Teen DPI (Headquarters) ~mci the 
Centres, as >·Tell as the vie':TS of the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU), he ::)roposes r:n 
increG-se in the opcratL1g funds for the Centres at an cwerage of t.1 ,250 per centre 
for 1981 for a total of ~:~75 ,000 to assist in l'!eeting the increased vol11rne and 
comple~dty of the activities in the United nations Inforrn.ation Centres. 

10" Under opera.ti ve narac,ra-ph 6 ( c'.) of the dr2,ft resolution, the Sec:ret ary ·General 
cwuld. [,e requested to improve the netcwrk of the information centres by revie'l·ring 
their func~·.ions and role in the DeJ'lartment of Public Information snc'l rJy 
establishing, to the extent possible,. '\Jithin existing resources, neu ones ':There 
deemed necessary, in particular one in 7,imbabwe and one in BEmgladesh takin,s into 
account. il'lter alia, the need to ensure reeione.l ba1ence. 

lL The revieF of the functions ano role of the netvmrh:: of information centres 
vrith a vieH to improving their operation vrould not lead to the closinp; dmm of eny 
centreso !;s indicated by the Secretary-General in his comments in the report of 
the Joint Inspection Unit on the information centres, J:/ the possibility of clocdng 
dovm 2. mJmber of centre2 in order to operate the r.etuorJ.r. more efficiently is a 
course of action that is virtually preclur"ed for I'olitical 1:easons. The 
establishment of ne\V centres in ?imbahve and Bo.nrrlo.desh vould not therefore be 
possible -...rithin existinr:; resources and ~:rould require, for each centre t~1e creation 
of six ne1·1 posts: one Director at the p. 5 level and five local staff members 
comprising on information assistant, a reference assistant/librarian, en'~ 
adrninistrative assistant,, one secretary end one minPop;rA,p'b ope::ratc:r/messene;ero In 
acJ.clition for each centre nrovision wo·uld need to be made for the purchas:i.n{<; of 
furniture and eouipment o 1~n amount of 0:;20 ,000 for ::.:a.ch centre :.s therefore 
pro:rosed, as a non~recurrent item. Furthern1ore a nrovisi.on of ,.~7 ,500 for eE~ch 
centre \Wuld be necessary J.n resr,ect of sup)Jlies ancl materials, 

12, In res1)ect of rental and maintenance of premises, it vrill be recalled that the 
Gener9,l Assembly had in its resolution 1405 (''IV) requested the Secretary-C'eneraJ 
to enlist the co·-operation of the Hember States concerned in providinG alJ. possible 

I 
1 • , o 



A/C,5/35/lll 
;:nc;lish 
Pap;e 4 

L:~c5.lities for the establish'D_ent of such ne>;T centres, In his comments on the 
report of the Joint Inspection 1Jni t on infonTJ.ation centres, 2/ the Secretary~ 
General stated th8.t he coulcJ not but support the idea. that G;-vernments of bost 
countries shoulr1 provide for the rentc:.l and r.1ainten~:mce of Y1remises of information 
centres in their country, 

13, The •Jossibility of o1)taininp rent~free Dremises for the t1m nevr centres will 
he explorecL Should ~-t, houever, not naterialize, it is estirrta:ced that an amount 
of (:10 000 uould be required for each centre in 1981 and -vwulrl_ be reflected in the 
final performance report for the bienni un 19130~1931, 

1~- r~he additional requirements for the establishment in 1981 of the tvro ne-vr 
information centres is therefore as follovs: 

Salaries and common staff costs 

Furniture and equipment 

Supplies and materials 

141~800 

40,000 

15,000 

196,800 

15, Under operative paragraph 6 (b) of the draft resolution, the Secretary-General 
vTOl_lld be requested to strengthen the canabilities of the Centres by providing staff 
at a. level commensurate uith their responsibilities, particularly in the case of 
Centres Fith lare;e ,jurisdictions. The strengthening of the capabilities of the 
Centres, particularly those '"ith larr-.;e jurisdictions, -vrould require the 
establishment of four Information/Reference assistants in 1981 the cost of which lS 
estimated at ::331 ,,6JO, 

16, In :oarat;raph 6 (c) J the Secretary-Generel vould be requested to improve the 
availability of technical equinment inc1udinr:; telex facilities to the Information 
Centres, The gradual acquisition of equipment for all information centres is a 
policy that has been pursued for many years, A portion of the resources ava.ilable 
under section 27 of the proe;ramme budget for the 19130.,1981 biennium has been 
earmarl~ed to :;Jrovide or update certain technical equipment for the Centres, This 
has included telexes, movie projectors, movie screens o short --vave radios, tape 
recorders and microfiches" As indicated in the Secretary-General's comments in the 
Joint Inspection Unit report, _3_1 48 of the r;o existing centres as of 1979 -Here 
equipped "rith telex facilities o The Secretary~General proposes to undertake a 
further examinotion of this question to r1etermine to vrhat eytent a more rapicJ. 
provision of technics.l equipment ~:ill assist the centrPs in meeting the ob,jectives 
of t 1-,e draft resolution, Eis proposals in tllis rer;aro ~rill "Je contained ln 
section 27 of his pro:rJose0 nrocrarrune budget for the biennium 1982-1983, 

?_/ Ibid, 

}/ Ibid. 
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17. UnCler OJJerati ve parac:ranh 13 ,. the Secretar;'·-General -vmuld be requested to take 
imil1eciatel;y the necessary measures to ensure balance in the use of official 
languages in the p1Jblications and nrol_';rarnmes of the Department of Public 
Information and to strenr:then the effectiveness of the adaptation unit created for 
that purpose. 

18. It lvill be recalled that in connexion ':Tith the a,Cloption of resolution 3l+/182 
a.t the thirty~ fourth session, 11 new posts, 5 Ht the Professional level and 
6 at the General Service level vere established for the production of Arabic, 
French and Spanish information materials, pursuant to the request that the 
Secretary-General tal<:e the necessary measures immediately to ensure a balance in 
the use of official languages through the establishment of a small adaptation 1.mit. 
In order to strengthen the effectiveness of the unit and further ensure a balance 
in the use of official languages, the crea_ticn of two pests would be necessary . 
one P-- 3 and one General Service to initiate the production of information material 
in Russian. The salaries and common staff costs in respect of these two posts is 
estimated at ~31 ,000 .. A provision of ::;25 ,000 would also be required for printing, 
re::_Jroduction and distribution of additional adapted material. Common services 
costs in respect of the neu posts are estimated at ~12 ,100. 

19. Under operative paragra.ph 9 of the Clraft resolution, the Secretary--General 
1-rould be requested to initiate as early as possible in--·service traininr: programmes 
for journalists and broadcasters from developing countries as envisaged in his 
report to the General Assembly, rane;ing from two to four months, designed to 
benefit the ma:dmum number possible of such persons, to coincide to the maximum 
extent possible l•rith the sessions of the General Assembly. 

20. Jlnnual in~session training program_mes would be undertal\:en for 12 broadcasters 
and 4 journalists for an average period of three months and would require 
additional resources esticna.ted at $108,000 annually comprising $72 ,000 for the 
payment of stipends to the journalists and broadcasters ($1)500 per month per 
trainee) _ ~;32 >000 in respect of travel to and from Headquarters for the trainees, 
and :')_+ 0 000 for the acquisition of training material. In addition, an amount of 
.'';49 .. 600 uould be required in respect of common services such as accommodation and 
office space. 

21. Under operative paragraph 10 (a), the Secretary·-General 1vould be requested to 
take the necessary measures to strengthen and improve the regional structure of 
the Ra.Clio Service of the Department of Public Information, paying particular 
attention to adequate programming in the various languages of the regions and in 
this regard to provide the Committee of Information at its next session 1-rith a plan 
for the establishment, as a matter of priority, of a separate Caribbean Unit and 
for the expansion of the African Unit of the Radio Service. 

22, In this context, it should be recalled that the General Assembly, in its 
resolution 34/182 had requested the Secretary-General in consultation with the 
Committee on Information o to reviev the distribution of regional units within the 
Radio Service of the Department uf Public Information so as to better meet the 
particular needs of the various regions o.wl Lu ensure their greater efficiency. 
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:'3, Pursuant to resolution 34/182 _, the P.dministrati ve l 1anagement Service of the 
l)ecretariat has heen 2.sked to undertall:e a review of the Radio Service 0 Upon 
completion of this revievr and in pursuance of operative parar,raph 10 (c) of the 
}!resent resolution, the Secretary--General "ITOuld present his proposals for the 
imr,rovement of the rerr,ional struct1.1.re in the Radio Service of the Department of 
Public Information including the establishment of a separate Caribbean Unit and the 
expansion of the African Unit of the Radio Service. In the meantime< the 
establis~'lllent of t1w r)osts at the P--3 level is proposed to enhance the programmine; 
capability of the Service in Chinese and in Portur:uese. 

The acklitional costs ln respect of tlJe tuo nevr posts are as follovrs: 

Salaries and common staff costs 

Common services 

Total 

39)600 

12,400 

52,000 

25. In paragraphs 10 (b) and (c) , the General Assembly would request the 
Secretary-~General to malre specific proposals to expand short--w·ave broadcasts in 
order to place them on a daily schedule and to prepare a study on the technical, 
financial and legal aspects regardinr:; international short··irave broadcasts usinc 
facilities and frequencies of the United l\Tations. The Secretary-General expects to 
be able to produce a report containing his proposals. in this regard, vi thin the 
resources <:wailable to him in the 1980-·1981 budget 0 

26 o In paragraph 10 (d) the General Assembly would request the Secretary·-General 
to clarify urgently the lec:;al questions concerned -vrith the proposal to introduce 
frequency modulation broadcasts by the United Nations in the Headquarters area. 
It Fould be the intention of the Secretary-General to request the Office of Legal 
.Affairs to examine the legal aspects of this question. 

27, In parae;raph 10 (e) the General 1\ssembly \·rould request the Secretary-General 
to provide the Information Service in Geneva vith the equipment necessary for the 
electronic recording and dissemination of visual information concerning United 
Nations activities, as far as possible from -vrithin existing resources. A basic set 
of combined 3/4 and one inch video equipment of a suitable type and professional 
standards (with one camera) vrould cost .t,266 ,400. 'T'he list of such equipment 
required to give UJ'US Geneva a video capability as requested in the draft 
resolution -.;wuld require the provision of 0199,400 in 1981 as a non-recurrent item 
-vrhici1. toe;ether >·lith an amount of %7,000 already in the 1980~·1981 programme budget 
vould make a total of $266 ,4oo. 

28, Under operative paragraph 10 (f) of the draft resolution, the Secretary·~ 
Ceneral 1muld be requested to take the necessary measures to provide adequate 
resources to the Department of Public Information to enable and to ensure full 
covera[:'e through press releases of all important meetings and events in the 
United Nations 0 

I ... 
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29, It uill be recall;.:d thPt in his vropor;ed pro,o;ramme burl_e;et for the bienni l1Il' the 
Secretary· Gc;neral had indiccrted th2.t due to the increasinc: number of meetings 
there would be curt.s.ilment of or selectivity in coverage c1urinc husy periods and 
that selective coverae;e ~-rould result in the is3uance of press releases summarizing 
the results of the meetinG i·Tithout details of the deliberations .. 4/ The 
reinstatement of full coverage as requested in :Claragraph 10 (f) ;-f the present 
draft resolution "\TOUld entail the establishment of three ne1r posts for :::;ress 
officers at the P·-3 leveL Ho neH general service posts vould be requ::red in vie-.:r 
of the increased •lroducti vity resulting from the introduction, in 1980, of vord 
processing equipment. The additional costs in respect of the three posts are as 
follous: 

Salaries and common stafP costs 

Common services 

Total 

59,400 

li3 0600 

78,000 

30. Under operative parap:raph 10 (h) the Secretary-General would be requested to 
allot eo_uitable permanent \JOrl~ing space at the United Nations Headquarters to 
representatives of nevs media uith specia.l attention to be given to the needs of 
those from the developing countries. A revie-vr of the critical space shortaGe 
prevn.iling at Headquarters is currently being undertal":en and the Secretary·-Ceneral 
rould intend to take into consideration the present request in his future plans 
rerarcling space allocation. 

3L fl.s vould be requested by the General Assembly under operative parac:raph 10 (i) 
the Secretary··General 1-rould intend to examine, ui thin existing resources, the 
possibility of strengtheninc the participation of develo;linr_s countries in the 
utilization of satellites, and -vmuld make a report to the Committee on Information 
at its next session. 

32. Under operative paragraph 10 ( i) the Secretary--General would be requested to 
initiate the production of television programmes in Spanish. In order to meet this 
request, the establishment of new- posts -vrould be required c. a television producer 
at the p .. lt level and a nroduction assistant at the G-·5 leveL In addition, an 
amount of :~~0 .000 would be required in 1981 in respect of additional contractual 
and operational costs. The total cost for the introduction of television 
programmes in Spanish would be as follows: 

:=;alaries und common staff costs 

Contractual and operational costs 

Comrr10rl services costs 

Total 

39,500 

40,000 

12,100 

91,600 

/.". 
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33o Should the General Assembly adopt the draft resolutions contained in 
document A/SPC/35/Lo26. ad<iitional appropriations totallinr; t980 ,200 Hould be 
rcquire:l in 1981 - ~869 ,;200 under section 27, Public Information,, and 33111 ,000 
under section 28D, General Services_ Headquarters 0 'I'hese amounts may be 
snmn1s.rized as follovrs: 

Paragraph 2 

Parae;ral)h 0 
/ 

Paragraph 14 

Paragraph 15 

Parar;raph 18 

Parasraph 20 

Paragraph 24 

Paragraph 27 

Pnrasraph 29 

Paragraph 32 

Total 

Section 27 
$ 

23,900 

75,000 

196,800 

31,600 

5( 0 000 

108,000 

39,,600 

199 .~-00 

59 9 400 

79,500 

069,200 

----

Section 28D 
0• 
\' 

6,200 

12,100 

49,600 

12 0 400 

18,600 

12;-100 

111,000 

Total 
0 

30,100 

75,000 

3L600 

68,100 

157,600 

52,000 

199,400 

78,000 

91,600 

980,200 

34 o i'n amount of $77 ,000 uould also be required under section 31 in respect of 
staff assessr,tent 1-1hich 1vould be offset by an equivalent amount under income 
section lo 

35o The full cost, excluding those of a non~recurrent nature, of the financial 
i:rrplications arising out of the draft resolutions contained in document 
A/SPC/35/Lo 26 over a biennial period is estimated at ;'a, 728 _ 300 for section 27 ,, 
Public Information,, or an increase of h o 3 per cent over the current appropriations 
for that sectiono 


