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SUMMARY

In the present note, the Economic and Social Council is invited to
approve the calendar of conferences and meetings for 1996 and 1997 in the
economic, social and related fields. Information on meetings of related
bodies and conferences and meetings of governing bodies of specialized
agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is also provided.
The attention of the Council is drawn to the relevant provisions of General
Assembly resolutions 45/264 and 46/235 on the restructuring and revitalization
of the United Nations in the economic, social and related fields, which have
been taken into account in the preparation of the calendar.

The Council is invited to consider further the biennialization of the
sessions of its subsidiary bodies, in accordance with paragraph 2 (f) (ii) of
its resolution 1988/77 on the revitalization of the Economic and Social
Council.

Attention is drawn to Council decision 1988/103, in which the Council
decided to invite the Committee on Conferences to review the Council’s draft
calendar of conferences and meetings and submit, as appropriate, its
recommendations thereon to the Council.

* E/1995/100.
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1. The provisional calendar of conferences and meetings in the economic,
social and related fields for 1996 and 1997, contained in the annex to the
present document, has been prepared in accordance with the relevant General
Assembly resolutions, in particular, 37/14 C, 39/68 B and D, 40/243, 41/177,
41/213, 42/207 B, 45/264 and 46/235, and relevant decisions and resolutions of
the Economic and Social Council. Attention is drawn to the following decisions
of the Council and the General Assembly:

(a) That the Council should hold an organizational session not to exceed
four days’ duration to be held in early February and a resumed organizational
session at the end of April for one or two days, and that the Council should
hold one substantive session of four or five weeks to take place in alternate
years in New York and Geneva between May and July (Assembly resolution 45/264);

(b) That all meetings of subsidiary and associated organs should conform
to the Council’s schedule of meetings and not vice versa (decision adopted at
the Council’s 1837th meeting, on 28 July 1972, at the fifty-third session);

(c) That the Committee for Programme and Coordination, the Committee for
Development Planning, the Commission on Human Rights, its Subcommission and the
Working Group on Communications, the regional commissions and the Commission on
Transnational Corporations shall be authorized to meet every year unless any of
these organs decide otherwise with the concurrence of the Council; and that all
other subsidiary and expert or advisory bodies shall meet biennially unless the
Council decides otherwise (Council resolutions 1768 (LIV) and 1913 (LVII);

(d) That the subsidiary bodies of the Council, with the exception of the
regional commissions, may not create either standing or ad hoc intersessional
subsidiary bodies without prior approval of the Council (rule 24, para. 2, of
the rules of procedure of the Council);

(e) That the regular sessions of the Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean, the Economic Commission for Africa and the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia, as well as meetings of their subsidiary bodies, may
be held away from their headquarters when the commission concerned so decides,
subject, in the case of regular sessions of the commissions, to the approval of
the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly (Assembly resolution
40/243, sect. I, para. 4 (f));

(f) To adopt, on a regular basis, a biennial cycle of meetings which would
correspond to the programme budget cycle, for better administrative control
(Council decision 281 (LXIII), para. (b));

(g) That (i) the regular sessions of the functional commissions and
standing committees of the Council should normally have a duration of not more
than eight working days; and (ii) once the calendar of meetings had been adopted
by the Council, no additional meetings involving departures from the biennial
cycle of meetings would be authorized during the biennium (Council decision
1979/81, paras. (b) to (d), and Assembly resolution 34/50);
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(h) That the Secretary-General should ensure that meetings of the
subsidiary bodies of the Council would end at least eight weeks before the
session of the Council at which their reports were to be considered (Council
resolutions 1982/50, para. 1 (l), and 1988/77, para. 2 (f) (i)).

2. The Council’s attention is drawn to the decision taken by the Committee on
Conferences at its 154th meeting, on 11 March 1981, that in future, requests for
intersessional departures from the calendar of conferences should only be
submitted to the Committee for its consideration if accompanied by a
presentation of detailed substantive arguments supporting a proposed change in
or an addition to the calendar. The Committee also decided to request the
Secretariat to inform the Committee, as far in advance as possible, of the need
for a postponement of sessions of United Nations bodies, together with a
presentation of the substantive reasons necessitating a delay.

3. The Council may recall that in its decision 1992/214 of 7 February 1992 it
decided to grant authority to its Bureau to approve intersessional departures
from its approved calendar of conferences and meetings in respect of its
subsidiary bodies when the Council was not in session and after consultation
with the Committee on Conferences.

4. The Council may also recall that in paragraph 2 (f) (ii) of its resolution
1988/77, it decided to further continue to consider the biennialization of the
sessions of its subsidiary bodies. The subsidiary bodies of the Council have
biennialized their meeting schedules, with the exception of:

(a) Commission on Human Rights and several of its working groups; and the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and
its three working groups;

(b) Committee for Development Planning and its three working groups;

(c) Commission on the Status of Women (to the year 2000) (see Council
resolution 1987/21);

(d) Commission on Narcotic Drugs (see Council resolution 1991/38);

(e) Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (see Council
resolution 1992/1);

(f) Commission on Sustainable Development (see Council decision 1993/207);

(g) Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its
pre-sessional working group;

(h) Economic Commission for Europe;

(i) Economic Commission for Africa and its Technical Preparatory Committee
of the Whole;

(j) Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific;

/...
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(k) Meetings of Heads of National Drug Law Enforcement Agencies (HONLEA)
of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the Commission’s Subcommission on
Illicit Drug Traffic and Related Matters in the Near and Middle East;

(l) Subcommittee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods.

5. The Council may wish to take the opportunity of its review of the
provisional calendar to consider further the question of the biennialization of
its subsidiary bodies.

6. The Council’s attention is drawn to Council decision 1988/103, in which the
Council decided to invite the Committee on Conferences to review the Council’s
draft biennial calendar of conferences and meetings, beginning with the calendar
for 1990-1991, and submit, as appropriate, its recommendations thereon to the
Council. Such recommendations as the Committee on Conferences may have will be
placed before the Council (see E/1993/79).

7. The mandates of the following working groups, not listed in the annex, are
to be established or renewed by the Council at its current session:

(a) Working Group of the Commission on Human Rights on the Right and
Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and
Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (see
Council resolution 1994/11 for the most recent mandate);

(b) Working Group of the Commission on Human Rights on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances (see Council decision 1992/227 for the most recent
mandate);

(c) Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts of the Commission on Human Rights on
Southern Africa (see Council decision 1993/257 for the most recent mandate);

(d) Working group of the Commission on Human Rights to elaborate a draft
optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, to meet for two weeks in 1996;

(e) Working Group of the Commission on Human Rights on the Right to
Development (mandate for 1996 alone in Council decision 1993/260);

(f) Working group of the Commission on Human Rights to elaborate a draft
declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples, to meet for two weeks in 1996
and 1997;

(g) Open-ended Working Group on the Review of Arrangements for
Consultations with Non-Governmental Organizations, to meet for two weeks in 1996
(see Council resolution 1993/80).

8. Attention is also drawn to the inclusion of the sessions of the Executive
Boards of UNDP/UNFPA and UNICEF in the programme of the Economic and Social
Council (column A) in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 48/162.
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