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FURTHER PROMOTI ON AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, | NCLUDI NG THE QUESTI ON OF THE
PROGRAMVE AND METHCDS COF THE COWM SSI ON

Australia, China, |Indonesia, Japan, New Zeal and*,

Phi |l i ppi nes*, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka,
Thailand*: draft resolution

Regi onal arrangenents for the pronotion and protection
of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
Recalling that the CGeneral Assenbly, in its resolutions 41/153 of

4 Decenber 1986, 43/140 of 8 Decenber 1988 and 45/168 of 18 Decenber 1990,
affirmed the value of regional arrangenments for the pronotion and protection
of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region,

Recalling also its own resolutions 1988/ 73 of 10 March 1988, 1989/50 of
7 March 1989, 1990/71 of 7 March 1990, 1991/28 of 5 March 1991, 1992/40 of
28 February 1992 and 1993/57 of 9 March 1993,

Recalling further that the Wrld Conference on Human Rights, in the

Vi enna Decl arati on and Programe of Action, enphasized that regiona
arrangenents played a fundanmental role in pronoting and protecting human

rights,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
t he functional conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council
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Taki ng note of resolution 45/2 adopted by the Econom ¢ and Soci al
Conmi ssion for Asia and the Pacific on 5 April 1989,

Bearing in mind that intergovernmental arrangenents for the pronotion and

protection of human rights have been established in other regions,

Wel coming the joint comruni qué of the 26th Associati on of Sout h- East
Asi an Nations (ASEAN) M nisterial Meeting held at Singapore on 23 and
24 July 1993 whereby it was agreed that in support of the Vienna Declaration
and Programme of Action, ASEAN should consider the establishnment of an
appropriate regional mechani smon hunman rights; and wel coning al so the hol di ng
of the ASEAN Col | oqui um on Human Rights at Manila on 16 and 17 January 1994,
the first in a series of workshops to be organized by the ASEAN Institutes of
Strategic and International Studies, intended inter alia to |ead and
facilitate the process of devel oping a subregi onal human rights body for the
pronoti on and protection of human rights in the ASEAN countri es,

Recogni zi ng the val uabl e contribution that independent nationa
institutions can make in the field of human rights to the concept of regiona
arrangenents,

Recogni zi ng _al so that non-governnental organizations genuinely invol ved

in the field of human rights have a valuable role in this process,

Recalling the contribution nmade by the Second Asi a-Pacific Wrkshop on
Human Ri ghts Issues, National Institutions and Regi onal Arrangenents, held at
Jakarta from 26 to 28 January 1993, particularly its Chairman's concl udi ng
remar ks,

Wl com ng the decision of the Government of the Republic of Korea to host
an Asia-Pacific regional neeting on human rights at Seoul, in 1994,

1. Wl cones the report of the Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1994/40) and
the progress achieved in the inplenentation of Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts
resol ution 1993/57 of 9 March 1993;

2. Encourages all States nmenbers and associ ate menbers of the Economic
and Soci al Conmission for Asia and the Pacific and other parties to nmake ful
use of the depositary centre of that organization, and requests the
Secretary-General to maintain a continuing flow of human rights materials to

its library;
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3. Al so encourages the United Nati ons devel opment agencies in the
Asi an and Pacific region to coordinate with the Econonic and Soci al Conmi ssion
for Asia and the Pacific and other United Nations agencies in their efforts to
pronote the human rights dinension in their activities;

4, Wl cones the regional workshops on various hunman rights issues
whi ch have been held in the Asian and Pacific region, nanely the Sem nar on
National , Local and Regional Arrangenents for the Pronotion and Protection of
Human Rights in the Asian Region, held at Col onbo from 21 June to
2 July 1982, the first Asia-Pacific Wrkshop on Human Ri ghts, held at Manil a,
from7 to 11 May 1990, and the second Asia-Pacific Wrkshop on Human Ri ghts
| ssues, held at Jakarta, from 26 to 28 January 1993, all of which focused on
nati onal institutions and regi onal arrangenents for the pronotion and
protection of human rights;

5. Wl cones the establishment of national conmissions for human rights
by the Governments of India and I ndonesia, and the decisions concerning and
the preparatory steps being taken towards the establishnment of nationa
institutions for the pronotion and protection of human rights by the
CGovernment s of Papua New Qui nea, Sri Lanka and Thail and;

6. Endorses the decision of the Governnment of the Republic of Korea to
host an Asia-Pacific regional neeting in 1994 at Seoul on the region's
consul tati ve nechani sm

7. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to facilitate the realization of the
deci sion of the Governnent of the Republic of Korea to hold that regiona
neeting under the regul ar budget for advisory services and technica
assi st ance;

8. Encourages all States in the Asian and Pacific region to consider
further the establishment of regional arrangenents for the pronotion and
protection of human rights, taking into account the various approaches and
nmechani sns identified in the Chairnman's concl uding remarks at the second
Asi a- Paci fic Wrkshop held at Jakarta;

9. Appeal s to all Governnents in the Asian and Pacific region to
consi der making use of the possibility offered by the United Nations to
organi ze, under the programe of advisory services and technical assistance
for the promotion and protection of human rights, information and/or training

courses at the national or regional |evel for appropriate governnent personne
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on the application of international human rights standards and the experience
of rel evant national and international organs;

10. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to give adequate attention to the
countries in the Asian and Pacific region as regards benefiting fromall the
activities under the programme of advisory services and techni cal assistance
in the field of human rights, particularly in the light of interest in the
region in devel opi ng national institutions and regi onal arrangenents for the
promoti on and protection of human rights;

11. Appeal s to the Secretary-Ceneral to nake nore resources avail abl e
for the strengthening or the establishnent of regional arrangenents for the
pronotion and protection of human rights under the programe of advisory
services and techni cal assistance of the Centre for Hunan Ri ghts;

12. Encourages States in the Asian and Pacific region to request
assi stance for such purposes as regional and sub-regi onal workshops, sem nars
and i nformati on exchanges desi gned to strengthen regional cooperation for the
pronmotion and protection of human rights;

13. Al so encourages all States in the Asian and Pacific region to
consider ratifying and acceding to international human rights instrunents
adopted within the framework of the United Nations system with the ai m of
uni versal acceptance;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to consult the States in the Asian
and Pacific region on the w dest possible basis in the inplenentation of the
present resol ution;

15. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to subnmit to the Commi ssion at
its fifty-first session a further report incorporating information on the
progress achieved in the inplenmentation of the present resolution

16. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-first session under the agenda itementitled "Further pronotion and
encour agenent of human rights and fundanental freedoms, including the question

of the programme and net hods of work of the Conm ssion”



