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The right to development

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenants on Human Rights,

Reaffirming the commitment contained in Article 56 of the Charter of
the United Nations to take joint and separate action in cooperation with the
United Nations for the achievement of the purposes set forth in Article 55 of
the Charter,

Reaffirming also the principles contained in the Declaration on the Right

to Development, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 41/128 of
4 December 1986,

* In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure
of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council.
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Underlining that the right to development as a universal and inalienable
right and an integral part of fundamental human rights was reaffirmed by the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action and that the human person is the
central subject of development,

Reiterating that all human rights are universal, indivisible,
interdependent and interrelated and that the international community must
treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner and on the same
footing, and the universality, objectivity, impartiality and non-selectivity
of the consideration of human rights issues must be ensured,

Fully aware  of the consensus agreements on "A New Partnership for
Development: The Cartagena Commitment" and "a new global partnership for
sustainable development" contained, respectively, in the final documents
adopted by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development at its
eighth session and by the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 48/130 of 20 December 1993 and
its own resolution 1993/22 of 4 March 1993 concerning, inter alia , the
establishment of the Working Group on the Right to Development,

Reaffirming the need for an evaluation mechanism so as to ensure the
promotion, encouragement and reinforcement of the principles contained in the
Declaration on the Right to Development,

Convinced  of the valuable contribution a widespread campaign to
disseminate the provisions of the Declaration on the Right to Development can
provide towards the implementation and realization of the Declaration,

Bearing in mind that Governments which have nominated experts as members

of the Working Group on the Right to Development may also nominate alternate
experts to the Group,

Underlining that the mandate of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
includes the promotion and protection of the realization of the right to
development and the enhancement of support from relevant bodies of the
United Nations system for this purpose,

Having considered the report of the Working Group on the Right to
Development on its first session (E/CN.4/1994/21 and Corr.1),

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Working Group on

the Right to Development on its first session;
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2. Welcomes the efforts made by the Working Group, which are
increasingly oriented towards the establishment of a permanent evaluation
mechanism in the future, to follow up the implementation of the Declaration on
the Right to Development;

3. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Working Group is granted all the necessary assistance, in particular human and
financial resources, to carry out its mandate;

4. Urges the Secretary-General to take the necessary measures in
order to achieve wide and effective dissemination of the provisions of the
Declaration on the Right to Development;

5. Welcomes the recommendations of the Working Group on the Right to
Development and, in this respect, requests the Secretary-General to:

(@ Invite Governments, international financial institutions, the
regional economic commissions, the Commission on Social Development and the
Commission on the Status of Women, as well as the relevant bodies and
organizations of the United Nations system, including the Department of
Humanitarian Affairs, and non-governmental organizations to provide the
Working Group with the necessary additional information, taking into account,
inter_alia , the preliminary guidelines and the check-list contained in annex 1
to the report of the Working Group;

(b)  Provide the Centre for Human Rights with a focal unit specially
designed to follow up on the Declaration and its implementation, which
would collate and analyse information and replies from Member States,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, present the results of
the work on the right to development to regional or international meetings,
including those of all United Nations agencies and international financial
institutions with development mandate, and perform such tasks as are assigned
to it by the Working Group;

6. Urges the Working Group to make recommendations on the
implementation of the right to development, taking into account policies at
the national and international levels, particularly towards the creation of a
favourable international economic climate which would be more responsive to
the needs of the developing countries, as well as to give priority to the

special needs of the least developed countries;



E/CN.4/1994/L.28
page 4

7. Requests  the Secretary-General to convene a joint consultative
meeting of the members of the Working Group and the Chairpersons of the Human
Rights Committee, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Committee
on the Rights of the Child, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, other relevant treaty bodies and the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities so as to enrich and
discuss their experience in matters of evaluation, criteria of performance and
monitoring;

8. Decides  that the Executive Secretaries of the regional economic
commissions and the heads of the international financial institutions should
be invited to participate actively in the future sessions of the Working Group
so that they can contribute substantially to its work;

9. Recommends that consideration be given to inscribing the question
of the right to development on the agenda of forthcoming conferences convened
by the United Nations, including in particular the International Conference on
Population and Development, the World Summit for Social Development, the
Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace
and the substantive session of the Commission on Sustainable Development;

10. Also recommends  that the Assistant Secretary-General for Human

Rights suggest that the members of the Administrative Committee on
Coordination at their forthcoming regular meeting incorporate the right to
development as a major component of the programmes and activities of the
Committee;

11. Decides that the Working Group will hold two sessions, each for a
two-week period, in May and October 1994 to continue to carry out the mandate
of the Group;

12. Recommends to Governments which have nominated experts as members
of the Working Group also to nominate alternate experts to the Working Group,
if they so wish;

13. Regquests the Economic and Social Council at its substantive session
for 1994 and the General Assembly at its forty-ninth session, under the agenda
item "Human rights questions”, to continue to consider the question of the
implementation of the provisions contained in the Declaration on the Right to

Development;
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14. Regquests  the High Commissioner for Human Rights to promote the
implementation of the right to development and the Declaration on the Right to
Development, inter alia by working closely with the Working Group on the Right
to Development;

15. Urges the High Commissioner for Human Rights to make
recommendations towards enhancing the support from relevant bodies of the
United Nations system in fulfilment of his mandate to promote and protect the
realization of the right to development;

16. Requests the Working Group to submit to the Commission at its
fifty-first session a report on the progress of its work during 1994;

17. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its
fifty-first session a report on the implementation of the present resolution;

18. Decides to consider at its fifty-first session the agenda item

entitled "Question of the realization of the right to development".



