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The nmeeting was called to order at 3 20 p. m

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATI ON I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND
CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED | N THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND | N
THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON ECONOM C, SCOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS, AND STUDY
OF SPECI AL PROBLEMS WHI CH THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES FACE I N THEI R EFFORTS TO
ACH EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS, | NCLUDI NG  PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RI GHT TO ENJOY
AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LI VI NG FORElI GN DEBT, ECONOM C ADJUSTMENT POLI CI ES AND
THEI R EFFECTS ON THE FULL ENJOYMENT OF HUVAN RI GHTS AND, | N PARTI CULAR, ON THE
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DECLARATI ON ON THE RI GHT TO DEVELOPMENT:

(a) POPULAR PARTI CI PATION IN I TS VARI QUS FORMS AS AN | MPORTANT FACTOR I N
DEVELOPMENT AND I N THE FULL REALI ZATI ON OF ALL HUMAN RI GHTS
(agenda item 7) (continued) (E/ CN 4/1994/17, 18*, 19 and Add.1, 20
and 100; E/ CN. 4/1994/NGJ 6; E/ CN. 4/1993/16; A/ CONF.157/PC. 73)

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATI ON OF THE RI GHT TO DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 8)
(continued) (E/CN. 4/1994/21 and Corr.1 and 2; E/ CN. 4/1994/99*)

STATUS OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RI GHTS (agenda item 15)
(continued) (E/ CN. 4/1994/67 and 68; E/ CN.4/1993/3 and CCPR/ CJ 2/ Rev. 3)

EFFECTI VE FUNCTI ONI NG OF BODI ES ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO UNI TED NATI ONS HUMAN
Rl GHTS | NSTRUMENTS (agenda item 16) (continued) (E/ CN.4/1994/69 and 101,
A/ CONF. 157/ PC/ 62/ Add. 11/ Rev. 1; A/ CONF. 157/ TDB/ 4 and Add. 1)

1. Ms. BOWMER (Mnority Rights Goup) said that the Declaration on the

Ri ght to Devel opnent made it clear that it was an inalienable human right that
had to be applied to every human person and to all peoples. The right to I and
was a crucial issue for the devel opnent of nmany peoples and was the focus of
serious conflicts. 1In 25 years of research on different mnority and

i ndi genous peoples, the Mnority R ghts Goup had shown that |and ownership
was one of the forenost problem areas faced by those comunities. Over the
next decade, many parts of the world were likely to experience growing ethnic
and religious conflicts involving the territorial clainms of different mnority
groups. Discrimnation in access to land could be an inportant factor
fuelling inter-conmunity tension, especially where a domi nant group exercised
control over the nost fertile lands and secured the | abour supply necessary to
exploit them from weaker groups which had been di spossessed. In Latin Anerica
and parts of Asia, many people had been forced by econonic destitution to nmove
into shanty towns and in many cases a pattern had energed of |and
concentration in the hands of a few individuals or |arge conpanies.

Thr oughout Africa there was al so an increasing trend towards privatization at
t he expense of ethnic mnorities. In the Philippines the indigenous
conmuni ti es had gradual ly been conpletely di spossessed of their |land and
consequently deni ed any devel opnent perspective. The concept of "ancestral”
or "comunal " land had for a long tine been unrecognized and i ndi genous
territories had never been registered. The so-called devel opment programes
recently enbarked upon by the Governnent regrettably did not take into account
t he needs of the indigenous conmunities; all that had led to violent
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confrontations, especially with the Lumad and Moro communities. The Mnority
Ri ghts Group therefore urged the Governnment of the Philippines to recognize

de facto and de jure the ancestral domain of the indigenous communities and to
consult with those communities in its devel opment policies.

2. In Latin America sone attenpts had been nade in the 1960s and 1970s
within the framework of agrarian reform programmes to i ncrease the size of

i ndi genous conmunal |and areas. The indi genous peasants, however, had
generally derived few benefits fromthose progranmes. The situation had been
further aggravated by the structural adjustnent policies whose only result had
been to accentuate social injustices, especially in Mexico where the

popul ation of the State of Chiapas had recently joined in a rebellion to
obtain, inter alia, the return of its land. The Mnority R ghts G oup

wel coned the way in which the Mexi can Governnment was currently endeavouring to
respond to the demands of those conmunities and to ensure that their menbers
exercised their right to devel opnment.

3. The novenent of people had been another instrunent used to attack the
land rights of mnorities and it led to many conflicts. For exanple, the
desire of the Crinmean Tatars to return to the land from which they had been
driven was currently causing severe tensions. Sinmlarly, many Kurds had been
noved in the 1980s and the draining of the marshes in southern Iraq had been a
dubi ous manoeuvre to drive out the Shi'ite population. Sonme States, like
China vis-a-vis Tibet, had al so encouraged internal popul ati on novenents and
the col onization of certain regions in order to nodify their ethnic
conposition.

4, The Mnority Rights Goup called upon the world community to make new
efforts to elimnate rural poverty by addressing the territorial conflicts
that were a cause of violence, gave rise to refugee problens and | ed to urban
poverty. |t recomended that the Wrking Goup should focus its attention on
the question of land rights in order to protect mnorities fromthe powerful,
i ncluding the multinational corporations.

5. M. KOTHARI (Habitat International Coalition) said that present-day
economic policies led to expropriations and forced evictions. Habitat
International Coalition therefore welconmed the study on forced evictions by
the Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1994/20) which deserved greater attention on the
part of the Conm ssion. The distinction drawn in paragraph 39 between forced
evi ctions and popul ati on transfers, expulsions of aliens froma nationa
territory and the phenomenon of internally displaced persons was particularly
noteworthy. On various occasions Habitat International Coalition had brought
to the notice of the Commi ssion cases of evictions of people carried out,

wi t hout prior warning, wthout clear cause and wi thout any conpensation

Those affected by such measures had no | egal recourse, did not qualify for
refugee status and had nowhere to go. The distinction was inportant because
the practice of forced evictions was extrenely comon in countries that

prof essed to have acquired denocratic institutions and it occurred in
peacetine. However, evictions had the sanme consequences as if they had taken
place in wartinme or during an ethnic conflict, as was shown by three recent
cases in India, Brazil and Mexi co.
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6. In Bonbay, on 31 January 1994, 200 famlies had been brutally evicted
fromthe paverment settlenent in which they had been living. Nearly 200 police
personnel and 50 runici pal workers had been recruited to denolish the snall
makeshi ft shelters which served as their housing. It was the fifth such
occurrence, for notw thstanding the successive evictions, those famlies had
al ways returned to settle in the sane nei ghbourhood for the sake of their

survival. Those practices violated various articles in the Indian
Constitution and were in contravention of the recommendati ons nade by the
Conmi ssion in resolution 1993/77 on forced evictions. It was evident that

not hi ng was being done in India to try to settle the situation of pavement
dwel l ers other than by eviction. MIllions of India's citizens, in urban as
well as rural areas, lived under the threat of eviction, through devel opnent
and building projects such as that of the Sardar Sarovar Damin the

Nar mada Vall ey or the road building project in Maharashtra State whi ch was
goi ng ahead despite the objections put forward by the Mnistry of Environnent
and Forests. Those exanpl es showed that the principles on which the right to
devel opnent was based were totally disregarded. Ri o de Janeiro was becom ng
the nore segregated city in South Anerica; the poor were being systematically
evicted fromthe coastal areas and driven into renote parts of the city where
opportunities of earning a living were few and far between. The action to
conbat those evictions waged by the Brazilian Mywvenent Defence of Life and a
nunber of |ocal conmmunity organizations to protect the threatened commnities
had resulted in violent social upheaval and confrontations with the police
during which 27 comunity | eaders had been killed. However, in several public
statenents the Mayor of Rio had left no doubt that the evictions would go
ahead, although no resettl ement programe was schedul ed for the inhabitants of
the targeted nei ghbourhoods.

7. In Mexico, the recent rebellion in the State of Chiapas was nerely the
| ogi cal outcone of persistent violations of the rights of the indigenous
peoples to | and, housing, livelihood, health and of their right to participate

in the denocratic institutions of Mexico. The revolt by the "Zapatistas" was
not surprising as they were aware that the North American Free Trade Agreenent
(NAFTA) would only mean further privations for themand their eviction from
the small plots of |ands which currently formed the basis for their
subsistence. It was worth noting that in the concluding observations
following its consideration of the periodic report of Mexico, in 1992, the
Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights had recommended that the
"State party" should take energetic steps to mitigate any negative inpact that
the North American Free Trade Agreenment mnight have on the enjoynent of the
rights set out in the Covenant.

8. Those exanpl es nmerely shed |ight on a phenonenon that was far nore

wi despread than one might think; Habitat International Coalition therefore
wel coned the reconmendations in the report by the Secretary-CGeneral concerning
the nmeasures to be taken in order to prevent evictions, and in particular

t hose enforcing housing rights and guaranteeing security of tenure to all, a
concept which had becone increasingly entrenched in the legal interpretation
of the right to housing. The issue of the |link between forced evictions and
the right to housing needed nore detail ed consideration and the

Sub- Comi ssion's Speci al Rapporteur on pronoting the realization of the right
to adequat e housi ng shoul d address that issue in his next report. At its
fifty-first session the Comm ssion shoul d consider appointing specia
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rapporteurs on each of the rights contained in the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and it should adopt, at its current
session, a resolution calling for the question of human rights to be placed on
t he agenda of the World Summit for Social Devel opnent.

9. In the light of the information contained in the Secretary-General's
report (E/ CN 4/1994/17) and in nunerous case studies on the adverse effects of
debt adjustment policies, there was al so an urgent need to set up a nonitoring
nmechani smto assess the programes and policies of the international financial
institutions (Wrld Bank and I MF) and trade agreenents (GATT and

North Anerican Free Trade Agreenent). The Conmi ssion might also reconrend
that its Wrking Goup on the Right to Devel opnent shoul d study the inmpact of
those gl obal institutions on the shaping of devel opnent policies in various
countries. In conclusion, he reiterated that the Conm ssion should treat
econoni c, social and cultural rights on an equal footing with civil and
political rights. To neglect themcould only lead to the energence of
situations simlar to those that had been descri bed.

10. M. CORNILLON (Inter-Parliamentary Union), speaking on agenda itens 15
and 16, drew the Conmission's attention to the role that parlianents played in
rati fying and inplenmenting international human rights instrunents. As matters
stood, the role of parlianents began only after the executive power had signhed
atreaty. It was, however, inperative that they should be nore involved in
the work of Governments within the najor international foruns, such as the
Conmi ssion, in which the position of the international comunity was worked
out. The legislative power could ensure in an effective way that

i nternational decisions were inplenented at the national level only if it was
nore closely involved in negotiating international instrunents. Regrettably,
that partnership was not yet the rule. |In sonme countries, parlianment was not
even apprised of the Governnent's intentions with respect to a particular

i nternational instrument or the reasons why it failed to submt an instrunent
which it had signed for national ratification. That was why, at the Synposium
on the topic of "Parlianent: Quardian of Hunman Ri ghts" held at Budapest in
May 1993, the nmenbers of the Inter-Parlianmentary Union had agreed that, in the
context of their activity of nonitoring the Governnent, parlianmentarians
shoul d take the initiative of questioning it about the grounds for its
position vis-a-vis a particular international instrument. |In sonme countries,
the |l aw al ready nmade provision for the Government to give parliament

expl anati ons along those lines and it woul d be advisable for there to be | ega
provi sions of that kind everywhere, as the Inter-Parlianmentary Council had
suggested in a resolution adopted in Septenber 1992.

11. The Inter-Parlianmentary Union had al so advocated setting up in each
country machinery for a periodic review by parlianent of the reservations put
forward at the tine when an international human rights instrument was
ratified, with a viewto lifting themsince they sonetinmes nmade the act of
ratification quite meaningless. The Inter-Parlianentary Union had al so
proposed setting up in each country a body responsible for anal ysing the
extent of the inplenentation of international human rights standards; such a
study woul d considerably sinplify parlianment's nonitoring activity. Finally,
the Inter-Parlianmentary Union had taken the view that the human rights

conmi ssions set up within many parlianments and whose establishnment and
activities it strongly encouraged, could play a useful and effective role in
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ensuring that the bodies created under international human rights instrunents
functioned well. Parlianents should receive the reports submitted to those
bodi es, for information, as well as the opinions, decisions and
recomendati ons i ssued by them The public would thus be assured that those
it had el ected were ensuring that the State conplied with its internationa
obligations and in that way strove to strengthen the bases of denocracy.

12. Ms. SLESZYNSKA (Christian Denpcratic International) said that the
exercise of the right to devel opment was subject to a nunmber of essential
preconditions. There could be no devel opnent in countries where war,

wi despread vi ol ence or anarchy prevailed or in countries where the popul ation
was subjected to the hi gh-handedness of a dictator or an anti-denocratic and
repressive reginme. Neither could there be devel opment in countries subjected
to an enbargo or a bl ockade, sonetines inposed for reasons other than those
that were publicly stated. A question of principle and coherence was

i nvol ved. It was inconprehensible that sone nati ons adopted a contradictory
approach in their econonmic relations with China, Haiti, Viet Namor Cuba. It
was quite clear that econom ¢ sanctions and enbargoes hanpered the
denocrati zati on processes instead of pronoting them

13. Poverty and social exclusion were, unfortunately, phenonena not confined
to the countries of the third world. Poverty had nmade its appearance in nmany
i ndustrialized countries, such as France where there were 1.4 million

i mpoveri shed and outcast persons or the United States where mllions of people
lived in poverty or even below the poverty line. To be sure, the term
"poverty" did not have the sanme meaning in Europe and in the countries of the
third world, since in a devel oped country a poor person usually had access to
a mni mum amount of relief which a poor person in the Sudan, Liberia or Haiti
woul d be hard put to imagine.

14. Devel opnent required a nodification in international trade as well as
alterations at the national level, for instance, |legislative and institutiona
reforns, the introduction of stringent budgetary and fiscal policies, a
reduction in the expenditures on arnms, the prevention and puni shrment of
corruption and waste. However, econom c devel opnent had to go hand in hand
wi th social, individual and collective developnment. As long as the currently
predoni nant neo-liberal design continued to be inposed at the |evel of
concepts and politics, it would not be possible to reverse the process of the
concentration of wealth in the hands of a few and the process of exclusion of
t he poor now seen in so many countries. That was why Christian Denocr at
International, for which social justice had always been a matter of priority
i mportance, endorsed the convening of the Wrld Sunmit for Social Devel opnent
at Copenhagen in 1995 under the auspices of the United Nations and woul d
participate fully in the Summit. It also intended, in conjunction wth other
political international organizations, to submt to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations a joint comunication on what it expected in practica
terns fromthat event

15. Ms. NUNEZ DE ESCORCIA (Commission for the Defense of Human Rights in
Central America) said that the situation in the Central American countries was
mar ked by a worsening of social inequalities and the inmpoverishnent of
mllions of people as a result of w despread administrative corruption and the
i mpl enentati on of structural adjustnment policies. According to data published
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by the United Nations Devel opnent Programme (UNDP), of the 30 million

i nhabitants of the Central Anerican countries, 20.5 mllion lived in poverty,
14 million of themin extrene poverty. According to the same information over
the years, QGuatenala, Honduras, El Sal vador, N caragua and even Costa Ri ca had
been cl assified as poor countries.

16. The structural adjustrment policies had resulted in a new kind of
repressi on, nanely, econom c repression. Throughout the region, the rate of
unenpl oynent was unprecedented, and the purchasing power of wage-earners was
plumreting. The right to health and the right to education, in particular
wer e being brought into question by the worsening living conditions. Many
peasants had been deprived of their |and and consequently of their means of
subsi st ence.

17. The States of Central America were scarcely nmentioned on the front pages
of the newspapers nowadays as peopl e thought that, with the war over, they now
enj oyed peace and progress. But how was it possible to talk about peace in

El Sal vador, for exanple, when, as the independent expert had stated in his

| ast report, only 15 per cent of the I and had been distributed, while one of
the reasons for the war had been the fact that |and was concentrated in the
hands of 14 families. How was it possible to talk of peace in N caragua when
t housands of people denobilized fromthe arny or having left resistance
novenents were now in the streets, with neither work nor shelter, w thout any
possibility of returning to an active life? It was not enough, however, to
[ist the wongs; the responsibilities, too, needed to be established.

18. The Governments of those States undoubtedly bore very great
responsibility and the peoples affected should nake that plain to them not as
the Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights had told the Ni caraguan
CGovernment, when it had submitted its report, that it could not reasonably

i nvoke structural adjustnment neasures to justify its failure to protect the
fundanental rights of the population. The Conmission for the Defense of Human
Rights in Central America considered it inportant to establish the various

I evel s of responsibility for violations of econonmic, social and cultura
rights, fromthe corrupt local official to the nmenbers of the internationa
conmuni ty, by way of national Governnents.

19. The policies of the International Mnetary Fund and the World Bank were
t hensel ves viol ations of the rights established in the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the programes inposed by those
institutions were at variance with the Charter of the United Nations. The
functions of the IMF and the Wirld Bank shoul d therefore be reconsidered as a
matter of urgency to ensure that those two organi zati ons, dom nated by the
rich countries, ceased to apply policies which were disastrous for and
detrinmental to mllions of human beings. It would be paradoxical for

United Nations bodies to continue to pronote human rights conventions while
the international financial institutions continued to hinder the exercise of
the rights which those conventions established. The situation in

Central Anerica called for urgent action oriented towards new forns of the

di stribution of wealth. In conclusion she denounced as i nhunan and crinina

t he econoni c bl ockade i nmposed by the United States of America agai nst Cuba.
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20. M. WAREHAM (I nternational Association Against Torture) believed that it
was nore the lack of political will than the |ack of resources that was an
obstacle to the right to devel opment. The msdistribution of resources
between the affluent few and the destitute many was clearly visible both at
the national and international levels. It was now called the North-South, or
devel oped versus devel oping countries contradiction. Put nore sinply it was
one of the effects of capitalism now euphemi stically called the free narket.

21. In the so-called countries of the South, underdevel opnent was all too
obvious. Even within them racismand discrimnation helped to deny the
i ndi genous peoples their right to developnent. It was particularly true of

Quatenmal a, as the Independent Expert on human rights for that country had
stated in her report. As far as the countries of the North were concerned, in
the United States of Anerica, people of colour, particularly those of African
origin, faced de facto discrinmination. Although at the conclusion of the

Vi enna Conference it had been hoped that the United States had finally

acknow edged that devel opnent was a right, those hopes had been dashed when
barely two nonths later, the United States del egation, under the relative
cover of an Econom ¢ and Social Council neeting, had once again opposed the
resolution on the right to devel opnent. For the American authorities, that
right was restricted to the individual. 1In fact to recognize the right to
devel opnent would, for the United States, be to open Pandora's box and expose
it to disruptions in the working of the free market and the present system of
weal th distribution, and to pressure to ratify the International Covenant on
Economi c, Social and Cultural R ghts.

22. Al t hough bl ack underdevel opnent in the United States was relative, it was
nevertheless a fact, as statistics proved. The community of African origin
was a South within the North. The poverty rate for African-Americans, for
exanpl e, was 33.3 per cent as against 11.6 per cent for whites; in the 20

to 24 age group, 21.6 per cent of blacks were unenpl oyed conpared

with 9.2 per cent of whites. The difference between the conditions of black
and white wonen was particularly striking. The life expectancy of a bl ack
woman in 1990 was 64.5 years, whereas for a white woman it was 72.7 years.
That gap between the two communities was not accidental but was the result of
a planned strategy on which the mai ntenance of capitalism depended, and which
was conparable to the exploitation of Africa, Asia and Latin America by

Eur ope.

23. The econoni ¢ and soci al underdevel opnent of the bl ack popul ati on went
hand in hand with cultural repression. The black culture that was exported,
that of M chael Jackson and the basketball Dream Team was only one aspect of
the dom nant Anerican culture. That same culture in fact stifled the sense of
conmuni ty anong bl ack people. 1n popular music, wonen especially were

belittl ed.

24, The International Association Against Torture had enphasi zed the attacks
on African peoples' right to developnent in the United States because it
believed that what the United States did at honme, it would do abroad. The
United States and its G7 allies influenced, or controlled, the internationa
nonetary institutions. Unless sonething was done to enforce the observance of
econom c, social and cultural rights in the so-called "devel oped world", the
struggle to realize the right to devel opnent mght well be in vain
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25. M. EYA-NCHANMA (International Mvenent for Fraternal Union anong Races
and Peopl es) raised the question of international human rights instrunents,
focusing particularly on reservations and the succession of States. There
could be no denying that human rights and fundanental freedons were the
heritage of all human beings and that States had a fundanmental responsibility
to pronote and protect them The principle that each State had an obligation
to protect those under its jurisdiction had not been chall enged at the Vienna
Conference. It was therefore logical that all States should accede to the

i nternational human rights instrunments w thout naking any reservation.

26. Articles 19 to 25 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties

of 23 May 1969 permitted States to enter reservations at the time of their
accession to international treaties. However, where the protection of persons
was i nvol ved, reservations were not easy to accept and were even |ess
conprehensi ble at the present tinme when all States approved the principle that
human rights should be protected. The approval by consensus of the Vienna
Decl aration and Progranmme of Action should be reflected in a w de-rangi ng
accession - without reservations - by States to the international human rights
instruments. Any State entering a reservation should explain its reasons and
extent of their reservation to the international conmunity and in every case
do so as precisely and circunspectly as possible.

27. The question of the succession of States had not arisen when Africa was
decol oni zed because in colonial tinmes there were two distinct |egal systens,
one for the metropolis and the other for the colonies. Wen the European
Convention on Human Ri ghts was signed in 1950, Leopold Sedar Senghor had
expressed the wish that it should be inplenmented in the colonies, but the

Eur opean States had refused. The problem of the succession of States had

exi sted in Europe since 1990, and was due to the fact that 15 republics of the
former Soviet Union had become subjects of international |aw. Those republics
shoul d scrupul ously respect the obligations undertaken by the USSR in respect
of human rights. The international community should therefore recognize as a
principle of international law that as far as human rights conventions were
concerned, the successor State should respect the obligations entered into by
the predecessor State. The denonstrations of intolerance currently seen in
the republics of the former Soviet Union nmight be explained by the fact that

t he successor States in the Soviet Union did not respect the many treaties
entered into by the latter

28. M. SALDANMANDO (I nternational |Indian Treaty Council) said that throughout
t he Americas indi genous peoples were prevented fromenjoying their right to
devel opnent. Their present desperate situation was due to the centuries-old
theft of their |ands, the destruction of their cultures and religion and
conti nui ng genocidal policies. Colonial foreign settlers had becone
Governnents and practices introduced in the name of God continued in the nane
of the free market. As the Commi ssion had recognized in 1990, the greatest
threat to the survival of indigenous peoples was not the |ack of resources but
the environmental destruction of their lands for the benefit of outside

i nterests.

29. In Ecuador, for exanple, oil drilling conducted by the Texaco O
Conpany, with the approval of the Governnent, had destroyed the ecosystem and
the source of water that supported the indi genous people of the region. Water
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pol | uti on caused skin di seases, stonmach ailnments and even cancer anong the

i ndi genous comunities. Yet the Government and Texaco still refused to clean
up the toxins or even to conpensate people whose |ives had been so adversely
affected

30. In Brazil human rights violations against indigenous peoples, including
the murder of those engaged in |l and struggles, were all too conmon. Business
interests destroyed with inpunity the delicate rain-forest ecosystem which had
supported the indigenous peoples of Brazil since tine imenorial. The
International Indian Treaty Council deplored the Brazilian Governnent's
failure to demarcate the | ong-pronised | and base for their indigenous peopl es.

31. In Venezuel a the Governnent remained indifferent to viol ence and
intimdation directed agai nst indigenous activists by private interests. 1In
August 1993, al ong the border between Venezuela and Brazil, private business

i nterests had massacred i ndi genous peoples for resisting encroachnments on
their traditional lands. The Governnent had del ayed, if not inpeded, the
crimnal investigation of the mass nurder and those responsi bl e had not been
prosecut ed.

32. In Guatenal a the Mayan popul ati on had, over the past 500 years, suffered
the nost flagrant violations of their fundanental human rights, including the
right to developnment. The recent report of the new Rapporteur for Cuatemnal a,
Ms. Mnica Pinto, referred to various endemic problens: the militarization
of the country, internal armed conflict, the extreme poverty of its peoples
and the de facto practice of racial discrimnation against the indigenous
popul ati on. The existence of a powerful mlitary required the investnment of a
great part of the national budget, to the detrinent of the basic needs of the
people; while the mlitary received 45 per cent of the national budget, for
exanpl e, education received only 5 per cent. The militarization of the
countryside i npeded the free flow of the few goods that the people were able
to produce thenselves. Myas had practically no access to education, despite
the provision in the Constitution that education was a right for al

Guat ermal ans. It should be borne in nmind that for the Mayan people, as for al
i ndi genous peopl es, land not only had an econonic inportance but also
constituted a spiritual relationship. Lack of access to the |land elim nated,
for all indigenous peoples, the possibility of cultural as well as econonic
devel opnent. Mbreover, the Guatenal an security forces were conducting a
policy of repression against those who investigated and reported on the
situation; the social scientist Myrna Mack had been assassi nated and her

col  eagues in the AVANSCO Institute were subjected to death threats.

33. Many i ndi genous nations had no control over the resources necessary to

i mpl ement devel opnment policies. In the United States of America, for exanple,
I ndi an peopl es were condemmed to the | owest economic stratum of that country.
In Hawaii traditional |ands had been stolen fromnative Hawaiians and, since
1893, they had been subjected to rule by non-Hawaiians. Stolen |ands had
never been returned. Native Hawaiians had the | owest standard of |iving of
any racial group in the United States. The situation of Americans of African
descent was al so deplorable. Statistics indicated that they existed as a
cogni zabl e peopl e whose rights to devel opnent had been historically denied.
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34. The International Indian Treaty Council congratul ated the Wrking Goup
on Devel opnent on its work. The Council had participated in the first neeting
of the Working Group and wel coned its report to the Commission. It wished to
stress, however, that the devel opnent of indi genous peoples was intimately
linked to the degree of autonony that they enjoyed in planning and
administering all their econonmic, social, cultural and spiritual affairs.
Lastly, he recomrended that the Working Group should consider the

envi ronnent al di mensi on of devel opment, enphasizing the responsibility of
hurmanki nd to the Mot her Earth.

35. M. FORSTER (International Wrk Goup on Indigenous Affairs - WA A) said
that the nilitary bl ockade of the island of Bougainville, maintained by the
CGovernment of Papua New Qui nea since 22 April 1990, denied a |arge percentage
of the population its basic needs and rights. 1In order to reclai mthe Panguna
m ne, which the people thenselves had closed in 1989 in defence of their
environnent and culture, the Government was depriving the peopl e of

Bougai nvill e of their economic, cultural, social, political and civil rights
by denying themthe nost basic needs, such as nedicines and clothing. The
only human right that the popul ation of Bougainville would not give up was
their right to self-determnation. Many would rather die than enter into the
uncondi ti onal surrender denmanded by Papua New Qui nea before the Governnent
woul d undertake any further consideration of the basic human rights and
fundamental freedons for the island's civilians. What the people of

Bougai nvill e were defending was their national wealth and resources, which

ext ended far beyond nerely the Panguna mni ne whi ch Papua New Gui nea so covet ed.
The tine for the exploitation of peoples and their natural resources should be
I ong past; it should be replaced by respect for the International Bill of
Human Rights and the instruments that stemmed fromit.

36. That situation in Bougainville had been condemed both by such

non- gover nent al organi zati ons as Médeci ns sans frontiéeres, Ammesty
International, the International Conmi ssion of Jurists and the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross, which deplored the denial of the nost el ementary
humani tarian | aw and the use of killings and torture, and by a Menber of the
Papua New Cuinea Parlianment itself, M. Narakobi, who had clainmed that the
Governnent was nore concerned with the interests of mining conmpanies than with
the Iives of the people of Bougainville and that it was seeking a mlitary
solution. He had rem nded the Parlianment that Bougainville had been part of
the British Sol onmon |Islands and that the idea of secession had existed |ong
before the conflict over the mine. The IWH A representative criticized the
Governnent's attenpt to inply that it was succeeding in gaining control over
the Bougainville people by virtue of the fact that an increasing nunber were
novi ng i nto governnment care centres. The reality was that, having | ost
everything, the people had no other choice. Mreover, there were inadequate
food and nedicines within the care centres thensel ves.

37. The Conmi ssion should help to put an end to the situation. It would not
require the expenditure of billions of dollars if the Conm ssion foll owed

the IW3 A's recomendati on and requested the Secretary-Ceneral to appoint a
special representative to begin an inmmedi ate di al ogue with the

Papua New Cui nea Governnent and other parties to the conflict in order to
instigate a process of peace and the restoration of basic human rights and
fundanental freedons to the people of Bougainville.
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38. M. YAMBAO (Cbserver for the Philippines), speaking in exercise of the
right of reply, said that, contrary to the clainms by the representative of the
Wrld Alliance of Reformed Churches, the Governnent of the Philippines was
attenpting to resolve the enornous problens of poverty and to bring about

civil peace by dint of policies which were already bearing fruit, as the

i nternational conmunity had recogni zed. The Committee on Economnic, Social and
Cultural Rights had been inforned of the allegations on housing conditions and
areply would certainly be forthcoming in good tinme, within the context of the
Phi | i ppi nes' reporting obligations. As for the allegations of massive and

pl anned evictions in accordance with the Urban Devel opment and Housi ng Act, he
said that such evictions were resorted to only when they were required on
security grounds and only when a court order existed to that effect.

39. Wth regard to the debt problem and the main consequence arising from
it - poverty - he explained that the Philippine Governnment had undertaken to
honour its international obligations for the sake of its international credit
ratings, but while it had chosen to play by the rules it none the | ess
appeal ed to those making the rules to change themor attenuate their rigours.
Wth regard to the Cvilian Armed Forces CGeographical Units (CAFGJ), he said
that they were desired by |ocal governnent. Mbreover, according to the
United States State Departnent's report on hunman rights for 1993 there had
been a decrease in human rights violations in the Philippines, while killings
attributed to the CAFGUs illustrated the role of inter-tribal hostility.

40. Contrary to the misleading interpretation of the representative of the
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, the Philippines 2000 Pl an sought
sust ai nabl e devel opment and ained to inprove the lives of the Filipino people,
especially the underprivileged and the indigenous mnorities. 1t had been the
obj ect of debate in the free press, the opposition - which was encouraged and
protected - had been able to express its views on the matter and it had the
support of the freely elected |egislature of the Philippines.

41. M. MRANDA CASTILLO (Cbserver for N caragua), speaking in exercise of
the right of reply, said that, contrary to the contentions of a

non- gover nment al organi zati on, econom c liberalization measures were not

i npeding the realization of the right to devel opnent and the exercise of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights. Since 25 April 1990, N caragua had
enbarked on a project for genuine social change. It was a question of passing
froman authoritarian systemto a denocratic system which neant a conversion
froma centralized econony to a market economny. The transition was being

ef fected by a programre of stabilization and econonmic and structura
adjustment, a necessary therapy given the sorry state of the N caraguan
econory. The annual rate of inflation, for instance, had risen

to 43,000 per cent by the end of the 1980s, and the debt to sone $10 billion
t he highest per capita rate in history.

42. The Governnent, however, concerned about the repercussions of those
unavoi dabl e neasures on the nost vul nerabl e segnents of the popul ation, had
set up two energency programes to safeguard social benefits, one adm nistered
by the Energency Wl fare Fund and the other by the Fund for Di sadvant aged
Sectors. The Committee on Econonic and Social Rights before which this
situation had been outlined had, in fact, recogni zed the problenms N caragua
was facing and commended the frankness of the country's report. He took issue
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with assertions that the adjustment neasures sought to curtail the people's
econoni ¢ and social rights. It was unfortunate that the body which took such
a critical stance towards the current Government had not shown the sanme zea
in criticizing the denial of civil and political rights resulting fromthe
policies of the precedi ng decade.

43. M. SARNA (India), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, referred
to the criticisnms nade of the Narmada Basin project. The project had a | ong
hi story, having been conceived in the 1950s and pl anned in the 1970s

and 1980s, and legally declared feasible fromthe technical -econonic

and environmental point of view The benefits of the project were

i mpressive: 1,450 MWof hydro-electric power, 1.8 million hectares of |and
irrigated and 32.5 million people supplied with drinking water in a drought-
prone area, flood protection for 30,000 hectares, 700,000 nan years of

enpl oyment during the construction period and 600,000 man years in the
subsequent period. To deal with the persons affected by the project, the
nmeasures adopted by the state governnents concerned went beyond the

requi rements. Each | anded person would receive a plot of irrigated | and and
each fanmly a house plot, their resettlenment would be subsidized and t hey
woul d receive conpensation for |loss of |and and houses. Many of the

i nhabitants of the region would be far better off after the work was done,
and, as the studies had indicated, the project's favourable inmpact would far
out wei gh its unfavourabl e inpact.

44, The CHAI RMAN said that the Comm ssion had concluded its consideration of
itens 7, 8, 15 and 16.

MEASURES TO | MPROVE THE SI TUATI ON AND ENSURE THE HUMAN RI GHTS AND DI GNI TY OF
ALL M GRANT WORKERS (agenda item 13) (E/ CN. 4/ 1994/ 62*)

RI GHTS OF PERSONS BELONG NG TO NATI ONAL OR ETHNIC, RELI G QUS AND LI NGUI STI C
M NORI TI ES (agenda item 18) (E/ CN. 4/1994/72, 92 and 107, E/ CN.4/1994/ MGE/ 20,
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1993/ 34 and Add. 1-4, A/ 48/509 and Add. 1)

| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DECLARATI ON ON THE ELI M NATI ON OF ALL FORMS OF
| NTOLERANCE AND COF DI SCRI M NATI ON BASED ON RELI G ON OR BELI EF (agenda item 20)
E/ CN. 4/ 1994/ 79, 80 and 105, E/ CN.4/1993/62)

45, M. AMOR, Special Rapporteur to reviewthe inplenentation of the

Decl aration on the Elinmination of All Fornms of Intolerance and of

Di scrim nation Based on Religion or Belief, informed the Commi ssion of the
concl usi ons drawn fromthe review of the inplenentation of the Declaration
in 27 States and in the former Yugoslavia. There had been significant
advances in religious tolerance and non-discrimnation in certain countries,
notably in Eastern Europe, Al bania and Bulgaria; and the conplexity of the
probl ems soneti nes expl ai ned why the pace could be slow. In nany other
countries, however, religious tensions and acts of intol erance and

di scrimnation were a regular occurrence and, even if they were not always
carried out by the State, the State bore full responsibility for them

46. Wth a deci ded enphasis on dial ogue, care nust be taken not to give
States the inpression that they were being criticized on grounds other than to
human rights, lest they harden their positions. Together with a show of
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pati ence, there must be a determ ned deli berateness and open-ni ndedness.

Di al ogue could be initiated in the context of normal procedures but also as
part of emergency procedures, as had happened during the current year

Di al ogue coul d be pursued through traditional channels but also during on-site
visits; the invitation of the Sudanese Governnent which he hinself had
accepted being a case in point. He intended once nore to approach those
States which had not answered his request for an invitation, since he was
anxi ous to reassure themso they would not feel they were being singled out
and use that as justification for their refusal or their reluctance to
cooperate with the international comunity. Certainly a singling-out could
not justify refusal or evasion, any nore than universalismcould be the
pretext for establishing other grounds for singling-out.

47. The di scussi on shoul d go beyond incidents and decisions relating to acts
and situations of intolerance and discrimnation; he proposed that some

t hought might be given to four points that might nmake it possible to narrow
down the context within which religious freedomand intol erance operated.
First, the triad of human rights, denocracy and devel opnent was i ndi vi si bl e,
and any selectivity in that area would to varying degrees, favour human rights
argunents on shaky grounds

48. Secondly, hatred and intol erance could lead to situations likely to
threaten international peace and security and jeopardi ze human rights and the
right of peoples to peace as it was set out in the 1984 Decl aration on the

Ri ght of Peoples to Peace. Peace was endangered by religious extrem sm
regardl ess of the religious allegiance, and regardl ess of whether it was
latent or actively violent. Thus, an in-depth study of the causes and effects
of religious extremism- in the inmmediate future but also beyond - was
essential, in order to establish at |east a mni numset of common rules and
principles of behaviour in that regard.

49, Thirdly, since intolerance and discrimnation were born of the human
spirit, education was the best bulwark against them for it could help
interiorize values centred on human rights and foster tol erant behaviour and a
genui ne human rights culture. Special attention nmust therefore be given to
havi ng textbooks and curricula convey ideas on religious freedom and

tol erance. A survey should be nmade on the subject that would allow the

est abl i shnent, especially in conjunction with the specialized institutions, of
an international strategy for schools and of what might be terned a nini mum
conmon programre of tolerance and non-discrinmnation. It was certainly in the
i nternational community's interest to prevent intolerance and discrimnation
rather than to keep themin check

50. Fourthly, the Special Rapporteur's assignnent to identify and assess the
facts having to do with religious freedom required a great deal of prudence,
vi gour and objectivity. To collect and process such data, he should be given
t he necessary resources - in staff and equipnment - to fulfil all the

requi renents of his mandate; yet the resources available to himwere on the
whol e, to be quite honest, distressingly limted, and such a state of affairs
could inpart his credibility and his freedom of action. He therefore needed
nore resources. Furthermore, long-termactivities nust be defined and
rational ly planned so that action could prevail over reaction and the right to
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peace of all individuals and all peoples could be protected fromreligious
extrem sm which he saw as an insult to human intelligence and di vi ne wi sdom

51. M. SCHMRTZ (United States of America) considered that the probl em of
religious and ethnic intol erance arose fromthe fact that human bei ngs seened
unabl e to accept someone else's right to be different. The energence of

nati onal i sm and pseudo-scientific racismin the last two centuries had

i ntroduced their own horrors; one needed only to nention the murder of
mllions of Jews, Gypsies, Poles and others by Hitler, Irag' s suppression of
the rights of the Kurds, or ethnic cleansing in the forner Yugosl avi a.

52. The revol utionary transformations that had occurred in recent years,
whet her in the newy independent States in the fornmer Soviet Union, in centra
and eastern Europe, in South Africa, in Latin Arerica or in Asia raised new
hopes that denocracy, devel opnent and respect for hunman rights could be
achieved. |In many countries, however, those hopes risked being dashed by the
spread of hatred and resentnent anong the different national, religious and
[inguistic mnorities.

53. Those problens were not new and they were occurring everywhere.

Ameri cans woul d al ways bear the shane of the near extermnation of Native
Anerican populations in North America. Racial prejudice still burdened the
black minority in the United States and ot her Anericans, of Asian, Jew sh,
Catholic and Hi spanic origin, also confronted various forns of discrimnation
However, for over a hundred years, the United States had been endeavouring to
resol ve those problens, with varying degrees of success, to be sure. But npst
Aneri cans had cone to realize that the strength of their nation was in
diversity and in so far as the United States had succeeded, it was richer for
it. Certainly the situation was easier in the United States than in sone
other countries. People came to America because they wanted to be Americans.
In many other countries, people had not had that kind of choice. Throughout
the centuries, war and upheaval s had thrust national, ethnic, religious and
other groups from States in which they had been in the ngjority into States
where they had becone minorities. The majority groups not infrequently had
abused their power over the nminority groups, breeding resentnent and a
yearning for vengeance. |If it was also borne in nmind that the groups which
found thenselves in a weaker position were often not very far fromtheir

not herland, itself often enbittered by the loss of part of its population and
territory and quick to respond to what it perceived as the abuse of the rights
of its fellow nationals abroad, one could see how easy it was for demagogues
to stir up tensions capable of sparking off international conflicts. In that
way the ol d grievances came to the surface: Russian nationalists blaned
Russia's troubles on the Jews; Ukrainian nationalists blaned that nation's
troubl es on the Russians; Serbs denied ethnic Al banians their rights in
Kosovo; Turkish workers were targets for skinheads in Europe; ethnic and
religious tensions continued in South Asia; and alnost all countries

di scri m nated agai nst and harassed t he Ronany peopl e.

54, To its credit, the world community had begun to take some steps. 1In a
variety of international instrunments, it had condemmed di scrim nation of any
kind. Further, it had urged States to take affirmative action to pronpote
ethnic, linguistic and other diversity in schools, public institutions and the
conmuni cati ons nedia. As the Special Rapporteur on ways and neans of
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facilitating the solution of problens involving mnorities had pointed out in
his report to the Sub- Comm ssion (E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1993/34), internationa
instrunments also called upon States to take neasures to counter the effects of
private discrimnation. Further, it was gratifying to see that nost of the
new constitutions adopted by the States of the forner Soviet bloc contained
bans on discrimnation and a conmitnment to pronote the rights of persons

bel onging to nminorities.

55. The Conmi ssion could not resolve century old problens on its own. It
coul d, however, take sone neani ngful steps. For instance, it shoul d encourage
the newly designated United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
devote careful attention to minority issues, in close cooperation with the
Centre for Human Rights. The Centre's technical assistance and advi sory
services could play a significant role in the area of nmnority rights. A

nmedi ati on service m ght be established in that context. Further, the

H gh Conmi ssi oner should be encouraged to establish close working

rel ati onships with the various regional bodies, sone of which, like the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), were already dealing
with mnority issues. Lastly, consistent with paragraphs 64 and 65 of

M. Eide's recomendations (E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1993/ 34/ Add. 4), the H gh Comni ssi oner
shoul d al so be encouraged to work closely with non-governnmental organizations,
whi ch often had closer links with the various groups concerned. He stressed
that it was inmportant not to allow oneself to becone discouraged by the
difficulty of the problens and, quoting the |ate President Kennedy, he

concl uded by saying that if peoples could not end their differences, at |east
they could help to nake the world safe for diversity.

56. M. CHOEGYAL (China) pointed out that the popul ation of the world now
stood at nore than 5 million and was conposed of nore than 8,000 nationalities
and ethnic groups. The nai ntenance and pronotion of solidarity and harnony
anong different nationalities had beconme an inportant issue for the

i nternational community. China welconmed the adoption by the General Assenbly,
at its forty-seventh session, of the Declaration on the R ghts of Persons

Bel onging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities. H's

del egation had carefully studi ed the docunents conpiled under agenda item 18
and, in particular, the replies submtted by States to the Secretary-Ceneral

It would seemthat nmany countries were making great efforts to safeguard and
guarantee the rights of persons belonging to mnorities. However, one should
not | ose sight of the fact that today sonme regions in the world were beset by
confrontati ons anmong nationalities, that incidents involving xenophobia
occurred regularly and that, consequently, the rights and fundanmental freedons
of mllions of people were seriously violated. China hoped that the

Conmi ssion woul d study that question and take effective neasures to contribute
to the pronotion of solidarity and harnony anong all nationalities and ethnic
groups.

57. China was a unified State with 56 nationalities. The Han nationality
accounted for alnost 92 per cent of the total population. The Chinese
Covernment attached great inportance to the question of nationalities and had
set up a legal and political systemthat took account of the situation
prevailing in the country. The equal status and rights of all nationalities
was a basic principle stipulated in China's Constitution. 1In a nultinationa
country, the strengthening of solidarity and harnmony anong all nationalities
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was not only vital for the stability and devel opnent of society as a whol e,

but also directly affected the progress of the various nationalities

t hensel ves. Therefore, the Governnment enacted | aws and took specific nmeasures
to guarantee participation by nminorities in the admnistration of the State
and the managenent of local affairs.

58. The Chinese Covernnent had al ways enphasi zed the inportance of hel ping
the national minorities to devel op their econony, their culture and their
soci al infrastructures, particularly those areas inhabited by nminorities whose
| evel of social and economi c devel opnent was | ower than that of the rest of
the country. Regional autonony was an inportant aspect of the politica
system for the protection of mnority rights. Under the unified | eadership of
the Central Government, organs of self-governnent were set up to adninister

| ocal affairs and internal matters in areas where national minorities were
concentrated. At the present time, there were 5 regions, 30 autononous
prefectures and 124 autononous counties which altogether covered 64 per cent
of the total territory of China. Finally, China followed the rule of |aw
Pronotion and respect of the rights of national minorities guaranteed by neans
of legislation were very inportant for naintaining the equal status of all
nationalities.

59. Chi na' s experience over the past four decades had shown that its policy
on nationalities had been successful. 1In the context of a process of reform
of opening up to the outside and of establishing a socialist market econony,

t he Chinese Governnent and all the nationalities form ng the popul ati on of

Chi na woul d continue their efforts to pronote the welfare and prosperity of

all the inhabitants of the country, to realize a higher |Ievel of denobcracy and
to extend further the scope of fundanental freedons and hunman rights.

60. M. HALINEN (Finland), speaking on behalf of the Nordic countries, said
that minorities suffered fromdiscrimnation in many countries. The tragedy
whi ch had occurred in areas of the former Yugoslavia illustrated the need to
conbat xenophobia and intol erance before they turned into ethnic cleansing and
genoci de. Problens related to nmnorities persisted throughout the world but,
as a result of the transition that was taking place in Europe, a nunber of

t hose probl ens had beconme acute and there was a risk of escalation. The
Nordi c countries were concerned, in particular, at the lack of protection of
the human rights of many minorities, including the Roma, in many countries.
The United Nations, CGovernnents and the various international organizations
nmust continue to focus attention on the problens of mnorities and the
guesti on shoul d be placed high on the Conm ssion's agenda.

61. The Nordic countries wel comed the report submitted by M. Eide to the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1993/ 34 and Add.1 to 4). The recommendati ons presented
constituted a very conprehensive set of proposals and guidelines for solving
conflicts between mnorities and States. The Nordic countries trusted that
M. Eide's study woul d be considered thoroughly in the various internationa
forunms and that its recomendati ons woul d be inplenmented by the rel evant
United Nations organs. Many of the recomendati ons could al so be put into
effect by States directly, provided the political will was there. The Nordic
countries would further stress the inportance of adopting an integrated
approach when dealing with human rights, devel opment, denocracy and security.
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For instance, the substantial anmpunt of information obtained by human rights
treaty bodi es should be used to prevent conflicts.

62. The Nordic countries considered that the Declaration on the Ri ghts of
Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities
was an inportant step towards furthering the understanding that States were
nmul ti-ethnic societies. The Declaration contained significant principles that
could be translated into national |egislation and bilateral and regiona
agreenments. The inplenentation of the Declaration would contribute
significantly to the prevention of conflicts involving different conmunities
within States. At the regional level too, inportant steps had been taken to
advance the rights of mnorities. Wthin the franework of the Council of
Europe, the Nordic countries were participating in the drafting of a framework
convention on the protection of nminorities and a protocol conplenenting the
Eur opean Convention on Human Rights in the cultural field with provisions that
guar anteed individual rights, particularly for persons belonging to nationa
mnorities. The nmost conprehensive provisions on national mnorities had been
adopted within the framework of the CSCE. At the 1992 Hel sinki Summit, the
participating States had cormitted thensel ves to addressing national mnority
issues in a constructive manner, through di al ogue anong all parties, including
t hrough denocratic participation in decision-making and the creation of

consul tative bodies at the national, regional and |ocal levels. At that
neeting the post of H gh Commi ssioner for National Mnorities had al so been
created. The dialogue to which the participating States of the CSCE had
conmitted thensel ves should al so be encouraged within the United Nations
organs and all the mnorities. In that connection, the Nordic countries

wel coned Sub- Conmi ssion resol uti on 1993/ 43 whi ch reconmended that the

Conmi ssi on shoul d use the proposal subnmitted in reconmendati on 44 of

M. Eide's report to the effect that a working group on minority issues, open
to representatives of both Governnents and minorities, should be established.

63. M. YOQUSIF (Cbserver for Iraq), speaking in exercise of the right of
reply, said that the United States maintained a hostile attitude towards Iraqg.
The United States del egati on never m ssed an opportunity of referring to the
probl em of the Iragi Kurds who, according to it, were the victinms of
discrimnation in lrag. The United States seened to forget that the Kurdish
popul ati on of other countries in the region were the victins of human rights

violations and of real attenpts at genocide. Irag was a country where the
various constituent elenments of the population lived together peacefully.
Mor eover, the Kurdish population in Iraq had been granted autonomy. |In fact,

it was the United States which had opposed, with arnms, the autonony enjoyed by
t he Kurdi sh popul ati on, by occupying the Kurdi sh Autononous Regi on. What was
nore, the United States continued to conmt aggression against the entire
Iragi people, through the enbargo. Hi s delegation would make a speci al
statement under agenda item 12 to show how the United States broke up
countries in which it intervened, on the pretext of defending minorities.

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




