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On instructions frommy Governnent, | have the honour to refer to the
letter of 3 May 1995 addressed to you by the Permanent Representative of Kuwait
and circul ated as docunment S/1995/357. | should like to state that this letter

cont ai ns pal pabl e fal sehoods that are intended to exert an adverse influence on
the periodic review of the sanctions inposed on Iraq. This is an approach that
Kuwait has persisted in adopting whenever the tine for a review approaches. In
ny letter of 10 March 1995 (S/1995/195), | gave Iraq' s response to simlar
Kuwai ti sophistries.

We reaffirmto you hereunder our refutation of the allegations again nmade
in the letter of the representative of Kuwait.

1. M ssi ng persons

Despite the clains of the representative of Kuwait, the neetings of the
tripartite commttee and its technical subcommttee have yiel ded tangible
results. Some 230 dossiers on mssing Kuwaitis and others have been processed
since Iraq began to investigate the fate of m ssing persons in June 1994, having
devi sed a procedure based on recollections because of the destruction of al
of ficial documentation in the southern governorates during the subversive civi
di sturbances of 1991. The technical subcommittee has processed 168 dossiers
since its establishnent on 8 Decenber 1994, as stated by the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) at the neeting of the tripartite commttee
hel d at Geneva on 7 April 1995.

The Governnent of Iraq remains committed to the provisions relating to
m ssing Kuwaitis contained in paragraphs 30 and 31 of Security Counci
resolution 687 (1991). |Iraq has never failed to neet its obligations, and it
has nade a serious endeavour by attending all of the technical neetings. As a
result four dossiers were closed by the Kuwaiti authorities after being
di scussed by Irag on a previous occasion; the remains of one Kuwaiti who had
been included in the number of the m ssing were handed over to his relatives;
and lraq is still seeking to close the dossiers on a nunber of mssing Kuwaitis
who were ascertained to have died in nunerous incidents. It is regrettable,
however, that the Kuwaiti regine is withholding its technical cooperation from
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the Iragi authorities investigating the fate of its mssing persons and is
refusing to provide information that would facilitate the search. |t has becone
clear to us that this reginme is obstructing the work of the technica

subcomm ttee for the political purposes revealed in the letter in question from
the representative of Kuwait and as exenplified by the maintenance of the unjust
enbargo against lraq even if that should nean prol onging the suffering of the
famlies of mssing Kuwaitis.

The assertion of the representative of Kuwait that Iraq refused to sign the
m nutes of the nost recent neeting of the tripartite comittee, that was held at
Geneva on 7 April 1995, is conpletely devoid of truth. The actual state of
affairs is that none of the parties signed the mnutes, not even Kuwait, when
the representative of Kuwait insisted on inposing political conditions that bore
no relation to the humanitarian i ssue on which the neeting had been convened.
| CRC, which chaired the session, thereupon suspended the neeting.

Since the work of the subcommttee began, the Kuwaiti reginme has
denonstrated that it is not interested in finding a solution to this
hurmani tarian i ssue and it has, on the contrary, proceeded to politicize it and
to give currency to msinformation and disinformation on the deliberations of
the conmttee in a manner inconpatible with the agreed rules relating to the
tripartite commttee. The nbst recent evidence that it is evading its
responsibilities is perhaps its last-mnute unilateral cancellation, wthout
providing any justification, of a preparatory neeting that was to have been held
at the Iraqg-Kuwait boundary.

Irag continues to cooperate with ICRC in seeking a speedy solution to this
hurmani tari an i ssue on the basis of the custonmary international rules governing
such activities, and it is ICRCthat is in fact in the best position to
determ ne whether, as the representative of Kuwait clains, Iraq is not
cooperating with it.

2. Return of Kuwaiti property

The representative of Kuwait admits that Irag is making a serious effort to
close the file on this matter. He neverthel ess seeks to di sparage the mgjor and
genuine efforts that Irag has been making to return the property in question, as
wi tnessed by the report of the Secretary-General contained in docunent
S/ 1994/ 243. The representative of Kuwait thereby seeks to arouse suspicion as
tolraq's intentions in this regard. | assure you, once again, that lraq is
prepared to return any itemfound that is proved to have belonged to Kuwait. As
you know, through the United Nations coordinator for the return of property, the
return of damaged mlitary equi pment began on 22 April 1995 and is still under
way.

3. QG her matters
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That the representative of Kuwait sees fit to introduce into his letter the
matter of Security Council resolution 986 (1995) is an intentional manoeuvre and
is intended to influence the nenbers of the Council. Iraqg' s position with
respect to that resolution has been enunciated in Iraq at all official and
popul ar levels. The mention by the representative of Kuwait of the human
suffering of the Iragi people blatantly contradicts all of the policies and
practices of his Governnent ainmed at using all of its resources to pronpte the
nmai nt enance of the enbargo against Iragq.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter circul ated as a docunent

of the Security Counci l

(Signed) N zar HAMDOON
Anbassador
Per manent Representative



