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PEACEFUL SETTLE}IENT OF DTSPUTES BETI'TEE}] STATES

Report of the Sixth Cornrpittee

Rapporteur: l{r" llolfgang HAI{PE (German Democratic Republ-ic)

I" INTRODUCT]ON

1" The item entitled 'rPeaceful- settlement of disputes betveen States: report of
t.he Sc,r-rr-l arw-General" was included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-fifthvv\4+r/

sessicn of the General Assembly in accordance with Assembly resol-ution 3Lv/iOZ ot
-lJ-4 ,ecelrroer LV ty.

2" At its 3rd plenary meeting, oo l-9 September 1980, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in the agenda
of its thirty-fifth session and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee"

3" fn connexion rrith the item, the Committee had before it the follor^ring
d"ocuments:

(a) Report of the Secretary-"General (A/35/39l- and Ad.d. f );

(n) Letter dated 12 l'{ay 19BO from the Pe-r,'manent Representative of Jord"an to
bhc ii.rr-iLed riations addressed to the Secretary-General (l/Zr/zZ5),,

(c) Letter d-ated 2 June lgBO from the Charg6 d-'Affaires a"i. of the
Permanent l"lissi<ln of Jord-an to the United lTations addressed to the Secretary-'
General (t/ l> /zl1-s /Bgf6) ;

(A) Lettel dated 2T Jwte 1980 fronn the Permanent Representative of Israel to
the united lTatioris addressed to the secretary-General (l/z>/zt5-s/rtro)+>)'

)+" The Cornmittee also had before it the text of the "Draft l4anil-a d"eclaration
on the peaceful settl-enent of international disputes", subn:itted by Egypt,
El Salvador, Ghana, Ind,onesia, lr4ad.agascar, ITigeria, the Philippines, Romania,
Sierra Leone and Tunisia (a/c "6/3r/t'">) "
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5" fhe Committee considered. the item at its 32nd to )+3rd. meetings, from
30 October lo 10 November, and at its 48ttr and7\th neetings, on 13 November and
4 December 1980. The surumary records of those rneetings (n/C.6/SS/5n.32-Lg, hB and
74) contain the views of representatives who spoke on the item.

6" A+- its 16th meeting, on p October, the Committee made decisions concerning
its consid"eration of item )l '?Peaceful settlement of disputes between States" and
iten 108 "Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of the United, Nations and
on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization". The Conrmittee agreed. to a
recommend.ation of the bureau that, in principle, seven meetings should be
allocated to item 108 and four to item !1, it being und.erstood,, in view of the
elements colnmon to the two items, that al-l necessary flexibility woul-d. be applied.
in order to a]low individual delegations to rleal- vith the two items in the way
which seemed, to them to be the most appropriate. At the same time, the Comrnittee
agreed to establish an open-end"ed vorking group to pirrsue the work undertaken by
the Special Committee at its f9B0 session toward"s a decfaration on the peaceful
settl-ement of d-isputes" 1/ The results of the wo::k of this working group would be
referred" to the Special Cornrnittee for its consideration at the next session. ft
also d,ecided that l'{r" Kirsch (Canada), Vice-Chairman of the Sixth Committee, would
serve as the Chairman of the Working Group.

7" At the Thth meeting, on )+ Decenrber, the Chairnan of the l,iorking Group
on the Peacefuf Settlement of Disputes introduced. the report of the }trorking Group
(alc.6/z>/r"zt) .

r]" CONSIDERATION OI DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C" 6/35/L"L8

B' At the sarne meeting, the representative of Romania introd.uced. a, draft
racn] ,,+..^- (A/n /,^-t- -^\rcDUruuf,uu \''/\,.b/ 3>/L",:--6) sponsored by Eangladej:h, 9oslg_ni"", cJrprus, Ecua4or,
Fn-a{- trl-I c-r"^ror^ Fthionia Gi.ccne Tnrlnnaeiq T*q-lrr t}ro Trrnr+gJrI: r1g pal-vao.,-, j-_y::j:!1:=e vrveeve
Mad?gascar, l'{a,Iqw!, Yqxicq., Nigeria, the philippiees, Romapia, Rwanda, Fomalig,
snq-r,n, 9ri Lalka, Tunisia, uruguay, venezuera, Yugosl-evG 

"nd Z{Lr" ]"t." ,;oi.r.aty tucirrlliug- (for the text of the driftlesorutionr see para" tol"

9" Afso at the same meeting, the Committee adopted" draft resolution A/C.6/Z>/f"fi
?ilr nnnqanqir< l'oo\--e para. 10).

IIT" RECOMMENDAT]ON OF THN STXTI{ CO}4MITTEE

10" The Sixth Ccrnmittee recommends to the General Assembly the ad.option of the
following draft resolution:

Peaceful, settLeqent of dispuLes betveeq States

The General As,s*gmbly :

Having examined the item entitled "PeacefuJ- settlement of disputes between
States tr 

,

1/ See Official Records of the General Assemhlv Thirtv-fr'fth Session-
Suppl-ement No. '
statement of the Ralrrorteur"
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/-vvpr.v. uw'c€l'Ile,d at the continuation of conflict situations aniL the emergence
of nev sources of disputes anai. tension in international life, and- especially at
*'he ov^rrirro *an'lsncy to resort to force or the threat of force and at thev,, +rre vv!r\

escal-ation of the arms race, which gravely endanger the independ,ence and security
of Statese as wel_l- as international peace and security,

Reaffirrnine its resolution Z\/LOZ of 1l+ December IgTg, in which it urged all
States to co-operate in the elaboration of a d.eclaration of the General- Assenbly on
the peaceful settlement of disputes between States,

Considering that the elaboration of a d.eclaration on the peaceful settlement
of disputes between States could contribute to the elimination of the d-anger of
recourse to force or the threat of force and, therefore, to the strengthening of
internation.el nc2rF snd qaa.vifr.urru.y t

l\T^+i-^ ,.-i+rr"\o!-Lng wr-rn satisfaction the report of the Secretary-General , Q-..,/ containing
the aninions qrroooqfinnc anA n*ulte v.vr'rvrror Duobve *.'* I,.'oposals of States regard.ing the declaration on the
peaceful settlement of disputes between States.

Noting alsc the report of the Special Cornmittee on the Charter of the United
Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization, 3/ especially
of the work done on the draft Manila declaration on the peaceful settlement of
international- dispures "

Taking into accor-rnt the suggestions and opinions expressed. d,uring the
examination at its present session of the question of the peaceful settlement of
disputes between States 

"

Bearing in mind the wide consultations that have taken place in connexion
with the content of the decl-aration on the peaceful settlement of international-
d.isputes and the fruitful activity in the Working Group" established at its
present session, which continued the elaboration of the d.eclaration,

1" Cal-ls again upon all States to adhere strictly in their international-
relations to the principle that States shall settle their international disputes
by peaceful- means in such a manner that international peace and- security and
'i rtsl-.i rrF FrA nnf ondqroaroril "vrruqrr6vf su9

2. Considers that the question of the peaceful se+-tlement of disputes
qhnrr-ld ranraco'+ one of the eentral concerns for States and that, to this end,
the efforts for examining and fr.rrther devefoping the principle of the peaceful
settlement of disputes between States and the means of consol-idating its full
observance by all States in their international relations shoul-d be continued.t

3" considers also that the e-r:,boration, as soon as possib]-e, of a
d-eclaration of the General Assembly on the peacefuf settlement of international
disputes is likely to contribute to the strengthening of the rol-e and- the
efficiency of the United. Nations in preventing conflicts and settling then
noq no fr r-l I rr.!4+J ,

)/
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)+" Reguests the Special- Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and
on the Strengthening of the Rol-e of the Organization to continue the el-aboration
of the d,raft Manil-a d.eclaration on the peacefuf settlement of internationa,l
disputes with a view to submitting it for further consid.eration to the General
Asse'mlrl'rr :1. i tc ihr'rf rr-ei vlh qaesu ruo ---SlOn;

5" Refers to the Special Committee the report of its Working Group on the
Peaceful Settl-ement of Disputes )+/ as well as the views expressed, at the current
session of the Generaf Assembly on the contents of the declaration;

6. Expresses the hope that the States which have not yet transrnitted. to
the Secretary-General their opinions on that matter vil1 do so as soon as possible
in ord.er to contribute, in this way also, to the el-aboration of the declaration;

7. Decides to include in the prov-isional agenda of its thirty-sirbh session
the item entitled "Peaceful- settlement of d-isputes between statesrr.

L l ^ t^ / t^- tr+/ Alu.o/ 5>/Jr"tI.




