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Letter dated 1 December 1980 from the Permanent Representative 
of the United Arab air&es to the United Nations addressed to ~- 

the Secretary-General 

In accordance with instructions from my Government, I have the honour to draw 
your attention to the following. 

It was with great regret that I learnt of the statement by 
Mr. Abol Hassan Bani Sadr, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, published 
in the French magazine Nouvel Observateur on 13 October 1980, in which he claimed 
that the former Shah of Iran had paid sums of money to certain shaikhs in return 
for their silence regarding Iran's occupation of the islands. 

While categorically emphasizing the fallacious nature of those allegations, 
we believe that such statements are detrimental to the reputation of the Government 
of the United Arab Einirates and to harmonious brotherly relations between the 
Arab and Iranian Muslim peoples. 

The United Arab Etmirates once again reaffirms its pride in its strong 
historic ties with the fraternal people of Iran and its desire to preserve those 
ties and relations of good-neighbourliness and co-operation with a view to the 
restoration of security and stability in the Gulf region. While firmly committed 
to these principles, the United Arab Fhrates is also intent on the recovery of its 
full sovereignty over the three Arab islands, namely Greater Tub, Lesser Tunb 
and Abu Mussa as already affirmed in our letter to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations which was circulated &s an official. document of the Security Council 
and of the General Assembly under the symbol A/35/399-S/14111 of 18 August 1980. 

In this connexion, we can only call upon the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to make efforts to affirm its good intentions by respecting the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the States in the region and by renouncing 
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the method of defamation and vituperation which will not help to solve any 
problem. We also call upon the Iranian Government to restore to its legitimate 
owners what was taken away by force by the rggime of the former Shah. This can 
be achieved through the initiation of a serious dialogue between the two countries. 

The United Arab Emirates is perfectly willing to negotiate with the Iranian 
Government with a view to putting a final end to this problem on the basis of the 
recognition of the full sovereignty of the United Arab Bnirates over the three 
above-mentioned islands in conformity with the principles and the Charter of the 
United Nations and making serious endeavours to promote relations of good- 
neighbourliness and non-interference in the internal affairs of States in a spirit 
of brotherly Islamic understanding. 

I should be grateful if you would kindly have this letter circulated as an 
official document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 105, and of the 
Security Council. 

(Signed) Fahim Sultan AL-QASSIMI 
Permanent Representative 
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