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Letter dated 27 April 1995 fromthe Pernmnent Representative
of Wkraine to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

I have the honour to transmt herewith the text of a statenent of the
Governent of Ukrai ne on the probl em of the Chernobyl nucl ear power plant,
i ssued on 20 April 1995 (see annex).

| should be grateful if you could have the text of the present letter and
its annex circul ated as a docunent of the General Assenbly under item 20 of the
prelimnary list.

(Signed) Anatoli M ZLENKO
Ambassador
Per manent Representative
of Wkraine to the
United Nations
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ANNEX

Statenent of the Governnent of Ukraine on the problemof the
Chernobyl nuclear power plant, issued on 20 April 1995

The programme of energy engi neering devel opnent is one of the priorities in
the further restructuring of the Ukrainian econony. Major inmportance in the
i npl enentation of this programme is attributed by the Governnent of Ukraine to
persi stent adherence to the principles of safe operation of nuclear stations and
a constant increase of their safety |evels.

The Government of Ukrai ne understands the concern expressed by the world
conmuni ty about the continuing operation of the Chernobyl nuclear power plant,
whi ch had caused so nmuch sorrow to the peoples of Europe. To its regret,
Ukrai ne had experienced itself all of the tragedy of an atom c catastrophe, and
nore than any other nation is interested in assuring that it will never happen
again in the future. Confirmng its accepted conmtnents as to the search for
the possibility of shutting down the station, Ukraine does whatever it can to
accelerate this process with necessary safety neasures provided for all its
st ages.

In this regard a nunber of steps were taken from 1986 to 1994 with the
pur pose of plant nobdernization, which provided a substantially higher |evel of
the station's safety. A special progranmme was worked out specifically for the
Chernobyl plant, taking into account all avail able experience in increasing the
safety of the nuclear power plant, equipped with RBMK-type units and, in
particular, that of a Leningrad one. W have to understand that under the
condi tions of an unbal anced econonic system an energy crisis and | ack of the
econom c capability for increasing the inport of organic energy fuel to
conpensate for the existing deficit of power supply at the expense of
tradi tional energy production, Ukraine, alone, is unable to shut down in a short
time the Chernobyl nuclear plant, which is one of the biggest facilities inits
energy sector. The deconmm ssioning of the plant nmust follow the inplenmentation
of preparatory steps, including stabilization of the energy supply systemin
Ukraine at |arge, construction of coal, steamand gas or nuclear plant units
equi val ent in power to the deconmm ssioned ones and | ocated near the town of
Sl avutich, setting up spent nuclear fuel and radioactive wastes storage,
solution of the "Shelter" problemand its transformation into an ecol ogically
safe system as well as scientific and technol ogi cal support of the
deconmi ssi oni ng of the plant under the specific environnent of the Chernobyl
secl usion zone. Alongside technical problens, it is also necessary to solve the
soci al security problemof the plant's personnel

According to the assessnment by experts, to stop the operation of the
nucl ear power plant will lead to accunul ated econom c | osses anmobunting to
US$ 4 billion. The realization of such a |arge-scale programme is inpossible
without financial aid to Ukraine by the world comunity. The financial aid
provi ded shoul d be used purposefully for the inplenmentation of a set of neasures
connected with preparation for the deconm ssioning of the nuclear power plant,
including the transformation of the "Shelter" project into an ecologically safe
system Such an approach, conbining the efforts of Ukraine with the assistance
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of Western States, will pronote the soonest possible accunul ati on of necessary
funds for preparatory work and consecutive deconmm ssioning of the Chernobyl

nucl ear power plant and will bal ance the national energy supply systemuntil the
probl em of the conpensating powers of energy production is solved.

Conpr ehendi ng the responsibility before the world conmunity for
strengt hening the international nuclear safety regine, Ukraine will take all
necessary neasures to guarantee an appropriate safety |evel of the energy
engineering facilities. The principle of safe use of nuclear energy is the core
in the integrated energy sector reconstruction which began in WUkraine. The
Governnent of Ukraine will have enough political will and firmess to step the
operation of any existing nuclear power plant units provided objective data on
their unsatisfactory safety conditions are avail abl e.

The Governnent of Ukraine expresses its gratitude to the internationa
organi zati ons and Governments of many countries for paying attention to the
probl ems of the energy sector of our State, and assures themthat the
preparation of the programme of Action Plan inplenentation in the franmework of
the "UWkraine-G 7" Task Force will contribute to the definition and realization
of the strategy of optinmal reconstruction in the energy sector of Wkraine. One
of the possible ways to obtain an objective analysis and to solve the set of
probl enms of scientific and technol ogi cal support for the deconm ssioning of the
Cher nobyl nucl ear power plant could be the establishment of an internationa
research and technol ogical centre with the participation of |eading experts in
t he sphere of nuclear safety fromthe whol e world.

On the eve of the ninth anniversary of the sad date of the Chernobyl
di saster, which had been reflected painfully in the hearts of mankind and led to
reconsi deration of the strategy of nucl ear energy sector devel opnent all over
the world, the Ukrainian Government has a favour to ask Governnents of other
States and the heads of international organizations: to informpublic opinion
about the factual situation at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant and the efforts
Ukraine is undertaking to provide for necessary levels of safety as well as a
solution of all conplex problens connected with this nucl ear power plant
deconmi ssi oni ng.



