1993/25. United Nations Research Institute for Social
Development

The Economic and Social Council,

Recognizing the importance of research on social issues
for the formulation and implementation of development
policies and, in this context, the functions and important
contribution of the United Nations Research Institute for
Social Development,

Emphasizing the important role the Institute can play in
the preparations for the World Summit for Social Devel-
opment, to be held at Copenhagen on 11 and 12 March
1995,

Stressing the need to provide the necessary financial and
administrative resources to enable the Institute to play its
role and to further enhance its capacity to undertake re-
search on critical problems of social development,

Having considered the report of the Board of the Insti-
tute on its activities during the period 1 November 1991 to
31 October 1992,

1. Expresses its appreciation to Governments provid-
ing financial support to the United Nations Research Insti-
tute for Social Development;

2. Invites those Governments that have not yet done so
to make financial contributions to the Institute according
to their capabilities, and those Governments that already
support the Institute to consider the possibility of increas-
ing their contributions, in both cases preferably on a regu-
lar basis;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro-
vide, within existing resources, financial and administra-
tive services to the Institute in order to give it the capacity
to carry out its research on critical social development
problems.

43rd plenary meeting
27 July 1993

1993/26. Violence against women in all its forms

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the report of the Sccretary-General on domes-
tic violence,”

Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 45/114
of 14 December 1990 on domestic violence and 47/96 of
16 December 1992 on violence against migrant women
workers,

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution
1993/46 of 8 March 1993, in which the Commussion, inter
alia, condemned all acts of violence and violations of
human rights directed specifically against women,™

Referring to the recommendations of the Expert Group
Meeting on Violence against Women, held at Vienna from
11 to 15 November 1991,

Reaffirming its resolution 1992/18 of 30 July 1992,

Fully supporting the draft declaration on the elimination
of violence against women,? claborated at the Expert
Group Meeting on Violence against Women and at the
Meeting of the Working Group on Vielence against
Women of the Commission on the Status of Women, held
at Vienna from 31 August 10 4 Scptember 1992,

Expressing deep concern about the continuing and ¢n-
demic violence against women,
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Convinced of the necessity of substantially improving
the situation of victims of violence,

Calling attention to the fact that it is important for
perpetrators of domestic violence to receive appropriate
punishment,

Noting that, unlike rape within the family or in the com-
munity, systematic rape used as a political strategy is not
mentioned in the documents referred to above,

Strongly condemning systematic rape during armed
conflict,

Recognizing the increased public attention that is being
given to the issue of violence against women, and how
women can be victimized by virtue of their gender,

Recognizing also the work being done by non-govern-
mental organizations in eliminating violence against
women, in drawing attention to the nature, severity and
magnitude of violence against women and in assisting
women who are victims of violence,

Appreciating international cooperation in cfforts to
combat violence against women,

1. Urges Governments, the specialized agencics of the
United Nations and the non-governmental organizations
concerned:

(a) To take all possible steps to prevent violence
against women,

(b) To intensify their efforts to use criminal law to pro-
hibit violent acts against women;

(¢) To promote police and penal systems that combine
the protcction of society with the prosccution and appro-
priate punishment of perpetrators;

(d) To offer full assistance, including provision of safec
shelter, access to the legal system and, where necessary,
counselling, medical, financial and other support, to
women who are victims of violence;

(¢) To improve police training to cnsure that all et
dents of violence against women are thoroughly investi-
gated and that adequate help and support are given to vic-
tims in countries where it is necessary;

(f To respond quickly to every case that calls for
assistance to be provided to the victim:

(g) To take measures to combat violence  against
women occurring within the community, such as rape, ses-
ual abuse, traditional practices harmful to women, traftick-
ing in women and forced prostitution;

() To guarantce appropriate punishment and treat-
ment of offenders, including sentencing strategies that
deter perpetrators from repeating offences;

(i) To include the issue of violence against women in
all its forms in the preparations for and obscrvance of the
International Year of the Family, in 1994, under the ques-
tion of crime prevention and criminal justice;

() To include the issue of violence against women n
all its forms under the appropriate item of the provisional
agenda for the Ninth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, to be
held in 1995
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2. Reguests the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice to include the issue of violence against
women in all its forms in the provisional agenda of its third
session;

3. Urges Governments to give their full support to the
adoption by the General Assembly at its forty-cighth ses-



