
-

-7!a\:==7rD E--
ff

UN ITED NAT'ONS

GENERAL
A S S E M B LY

Distr.
GENEFAL

AB' /666
28 November 19BO

ORTGTNAL: ENGLTSH

Thirty-fifth session
Aeenda item 26

THE STTUAT]ON TN THE MTDDLE EAST

Letter dated 27 November 1980 from the Permanenl; Representative of
fsraef to the United Nations ad.d.ressed. to the Seeretary-General

Further to my t-etter of 20 November t9B0 (A/35/6>z), rwish to drawyour
attention to a further example of the campaign of political assassination
carried. out by the terrorist PLO against Arabs in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza
District because they are not prepared to abid.e by PLO oril-ers and. favour living
in peace with Israel-.

On 23 November f980o Abd al-trdahhab al-Masri, of Jabelieh, near the tor"m of
Gaza, was murdered. Later on the same day, the Libyan press agency published a
statement in vhich the so-ca11ed. rtPopuJ-ar Fronttt, & constituent of the PLO" took
responsibility for this crime, ind"icating speeifically that it was carried. out
because the victim was prepared, to work for peaceful- coexistence with fsrael.

a< r naih+ad out in my letter of 20 November, the PLO has been working..v r yvrarvu

systematically to intin:idate and. silenee Arab leaders of vhose political views
it disapproves. BX engaging in political- terror against Palestinian Arabs, the
PLO is following in the footsteps of its mentor, the notorious Mufti of Jerusalem,
Haj Amin al-Husseinio i^rho had no compunction about terrorizing and. assassinating
his political- rivals.

ft adopted this ugly tactic well before the current peace process began.
Tnd,eed., since t966 tne PLO has frequently threatened-, terrorized and" intimidated
Arab mayors, heails of local councils, mukhtars (heads of vil-lages) and l-ocal-
leaders in other wal-ks of lifeo particularfy Uusiness and- journalisrn, throughout
Jud.eao Samaria and. the Gaza District.

A11 to1d, PLO terrorism has claimed the lives of over 360 Arabs since a966.
It has wound"ed. and. maimed" over 11800 others.

The foll-oI^Iino iq q 'l r'qt af some of the PLOrs crimes in this regard. since 196Tr
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1. fn the years 1968 and. 1969, several members
mayor of Hal-houl , the l4ilhem family, r^rere murilered..

2. Tn A973,
mayor of Gaza, r^rho
ATFA

attack was mad"e on the life of
stilt on the "hit Iist" of PLo

of the fanily of the

Rashad. af-Shawa, the
agents operating in the

drl

ID

3. In 1976, Joe Nasser, the editor of the Jerusalem paper, al-Fa.jr,
was abducted. and his body has never been found.

h. Tn L9TT, the so-cal-led itDemocratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestinefro another constituent of the PLO, swore to assassinate any
Palestinian Arabs who accepted invitations to the Peace Conference held. in
Cairo in December of that year. The PLO made good" its threat. On
26 December i-977, its news agency announced that ord.ers had been issued. ilto
liquidate a nunber of agents", and- boasted that it had elininated. Hamd.i Kadi,
who was in charge of ed.ucation in Ramal-l-ah.

5. On B February 1978, Abd af-Nur Janho, a member of the Rarnallah
Municipality and a prominent businessman, was assassinated.. Mr. Janho had
rejected. the PLO because, in his word.s, tti,^,t must l-ive together. Hatred
helps no one. tt

6. The fmam of Gaza, Sheikh Hashem Khuzand.er, who led a group whieh
went to Egypt shortly after the signing of the fsrael-Egypt Peace Treaty in
March I9T9 tp express support for the peace p?ocess, was assassinated. on
1 June t979.

7. On 15 May 1980, a1-Hadafo a buJ-letin issued by the "Popular Frontrr,
announcecL that an explosion whieh had. occurred in the car of
Muhammacl Abu-Za1laf, the editor of the Jerusalem newspaper, al-Quds, had.
been engineereil because of Abu-Zallafrs co-operation with American
representatives with regard. to the autonorny ta1ks. The buJ.letin add.ed. that
the aetion was a varning to all other Arabs rrho did not toe the PLO line.

B. As reported. in rq1 letter referred to aboveo earlier this month
Mr. Muhammad. Abu Ward.e, the d.eputy mayor of Jabel-ieh, and
Mr. Hassan Muharnnad" aL-Bazzam, a merchant in the Shatti ref\rgee caJnp, were
both assassinated for precisely that reason.

True to formn the PLO openly boasts of responsibility for these murd"ers.
Commenting on the killing of Hamd.i Kadi in L977, the PLO observer at the United.
Nations publicly justified. the murder on NBC news, asserting that:

rt... the col-laborators with the forces of oecupation are executed.. They are
not assassinated. So this man must have been executed. because of his
collaboration with the forces of oecupation.tt

Asked by the disbelieving NBC i.nterviewer whether he actually cond.oned. vhat had
been d.one, he replied:

ttThose r,rho collaborate with the enemy shou]-d be executed, yes.rt
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In the twisted logic of the PLO, this terminol-ogy applies to al-l- those
Palestinian Arabs who yearn for peace with fsrael and are witling to work towarcls

f have the honour to request that this letter be circulated. as an official
document of the General Assembly und.er agend.a item 26.

(Sienea) Yehuda z. BLUM
Ambassad.or

Permanent Representative of Israel-
to the United. Nations




