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Pattern of Conferences
A
The General Assenbly,
Havi ng consi dered the report of the Committee on Conferences,

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including resolutions 43/222 B of 21
Decenber 1988, 46/190 of 20 Decenber 1991 and 47/202 A to C of 22 Decenber
1992,

1. Approves the draft cal endar of conferences and neetings of the
United Nations for the biennium 1994-1995 as subnitted and anended by the
Commi ttee on Conferences;

2. Aut hori zes the Committee on Conferences to nmake adjustments in the
cal endar of conferences and neetings for 1994 that nay becone necessary as a
result of action and decisions taken by the General Assenbly at its forty-
ei ghth session;

3. Invites the Executive Board of the United Nations Children's Fund
and the Governing Council of the United Nations Devel opment Programe to
increase their efforts to rationalize their neeting and docunentation
requirenents with a view to reducing themto the naxi mum extent possible;

4. Also invites the Executive Board of the United Nations Children's
Fund and the Governing Council of the United Nations Devel opnent Programme to
consi der dispensing with summary records;

5. Wl cones the decision of the Conmittee on Conferences to continue
to nonitor the conference services provided to organs and progranmes not
funded fromthe regul ar budget of the United Nations with a viewto
i dentifying cost savings;

6. Endorses the efforts of the Committee on Conferences to inprove
the utilization of conference-servicing resources, and takes note of the
Conmittee's decision in paragraph 23 of its report to raise the benchnark
figure to 80 per cent, pending further analysis of the expanded net hodol ogy;

7. Wl cones the decision of the Conmittee on Conferences to continue
t he experimental nethodology in respect of the utilization of
conference-servicing resources, and requests the Secretariat to expand the
i nfornmati on presented to include anal yses of trends and figures on the



utilization of conference-servicing capacity;

8. Endorses the decision of the Conmittee on Conferences to request
its Chairman to consult on its behalf with the chairnen of organs concerned,
where the utilization factor is |ower than the established benchmark figure
applicable for the last three sessions, and requests the Conmittee to report
the results of the consultations to the General Assenbly at its forty-ninth
sessi on;

9. Urges those bodi es whose utilization factor is below the
appl i cabl e benchmark figure for the last three sessions to review and consi der
reduci ng the amount of conference-servicing resources requested;

10. Recomends that the neasures to ensure optimumutilization of
conference services contained in annex Il to the report of the Cormittee on
Conf erences be inpl enented, as applicable, by all subsidiary organs in order
to achieve the nost efficient and effective use of conference-servicing
resour ces;

11. Requests the chairnen of the relevant organs and subsidi ary bodies
of the General Assenbly to propose to Menmber States, at the begi nning of each
session, the adoption of tine-linits for speakers;

12. Wel cones the decision of the Conmittee on Conferences to play an
i nformational role vis-a-vis subsidiary organs, to provide clear directives to
the Secretariat, to set standards and to hei ghten awareness;

13. Renews its requests to the Secretariat, contained in paragraph 5
of its resolution 47/202 A and paragraph 10 of its resolution 47/202 B, to
bring to the attention of all organs information on the notional costs per
hour of neeting tine and on the notional cost per page of docunentation

14. Reiterates its view, expressed in section VIIl of its resolution
44/ 201 A of 21 Decenber 1989, on the desirability of the establishnent of
uni fied conference services at Vienna and, in this context, stresses that the
conbi ned financial burden for providing conference services to the United
Nations Ofice at Vienna and the United Nations Industrial Devel oprment
Organi zation should, in the long run, benefit fromthe unification agreenent,
and urges the Secretary-Ceneral to conclude the negotiations with the United
Nati ons I ndustrial Devel opnent Organization in that regard as quickly as
possi ble and to report thereon to the General Assenmbly no later than at its
forty-ninth session;

15. Notes with appreciation the systemw de coordi nation of conference
activities and the agreenment reached with regard to establishing a systematic
exchange of information and | anguage staff to pronote effective utilization of
conference staff;

16. Requests the Secretary-General, as Chairman of the Adnministrative
Conmittee on Coordination, through the established nechani sm of the
I nter-Agency Meeting on Language Arrangenents, Docunentation and Publications,
to enhance that coordination, including coordination of neeting schedul es,
with a viewto optim zing the use of avail able conference services, resources
and facilities, with due regard to quality, and naking possible the effective
participation of Menmber States, and to report on the results achieved to the
General Assenbly at its fiftieth session through the Committee on Conferences;

17. Enphasi zes that any decisions to convene world conferences shoul d
take into account the inmpact of such conferences on the capacity of the United
Nati ons systemto provide conference services and the capacity of Menber
States to participate in them

18. Wel cones the benefits fromthe application of technol ogica
i nnovations to conference servicing, including gains in productivity and
reductions in costs, and enphasizes that the primary goal of the introduction
of new technol ogy should be to enhance the quality of conference services and



ensure their tinely provision

19. Reaffirns the general principle that, in drawing up the schedul e
of conferences and neetings, United Nations bodies shall plan to neet at their
respecti ve established headquarters;

20. Requests the Secretary-General to reviewthe | egal basis and
experience of all subsidiary bodies that neet away fromtheir established
headquarters, thus constituting a departure from General Assenbly resol ution
40/ 243 of 18 Decenber 1985, and to report thereon to the Assenbly at its
forty-ninth session through the Committee on Conferences;

21. Requests the Advisory Committee on Adninistrative and Budgetary
Questions, when deciding upon its neeting schedul e, including neetings away
from Headquarters, to take into account the programe of work of the Fifth
Conmittee;

22. Endorses the decision of the Committee on Conferences that in
future its review of the proposed progranme budget for conference services
shoul d be expanded to include conference services at the United Nations Ofice
at Nairobi and at the regional conm ssions.

B
The General Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions on the control and linmtation of
docunent ation, including resolutions 33/56 of 14 Decenber 1978, 36/117 B of 10
Decenber 1981, 37/14 C of 16 November 1982, 45/238 B of 21 Decenber 1990 and
47/ 202 B of 22 Decenber 1992,

Reaffirm ng the need for and desirability of witten neeting records for
sone bodies of a political or legal nature,

Consi dering, on the one hand, the effects of the introduction of
t echnol ogi cal innovations and, on the other, the increase in the workload and
the reduced staffing in the Ofice of Conference Services,

1. Expresses concern about the | ate i ssuance and distribution of
docunent ati on, including summary and verbati mrecords of United Nations
bodi es;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to subnmit to the General Assenbly
at its forty-ninth session, through the Comm ttee on Conferences, an
anal ytical report on the factors that contribute to this situation, including
the increase in the workl oad of the Ofice of Conference Services, the |eve
of staffing, workload standards, the | ate submi ssion of docunents by author
departrents and the effects of the introduction of technol ogi cal innovations
in the Ofice;

3. Encourages all bodies currently entitled to witten neeting
records to review the need for such records, particularly verbati mrecords,
and to communi cate their recommendations to the General Assenbly at its forty-
ni nt h session;

4. Calls upon the Secretariat to strengthen planning and forecasting
of parlianentary docunentation in both author departnents and the O fice of
Conference Services, and the training of those responsible for the preparation
of parlianentary docunmentation in author departnents;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary neasures to
ensure that docunents are submtted by author departnents in conpliance with
the ten-week rule in order to permt processing on tine in all official
| anguages, and to include information on the inpact of those nmeasures in the
report on conpliance with the six-week rule requested in paragraph 9 of
resol ution 47/202 B



6. Invites intergovernnental bodies and their nmenbers to review, as
appropriate, their agendas with a view, inter alia, to conbining agenda itens
and limting requests for pre-session docunentation

7. Calls upon the Secretariat to provide the Ofice of Conference
Services with adequate resources, especially technol ogical resources, to
enable it to respond to its increased workload and nmaintain a high standard of
services, with due respect to the principle of equal treatnent of the official
| anguages of the United Nations as laid down in General Assenbly resol ution
42/ 207 C of 11 Decenber 1987;

8. Expresses its deep concern regardi ng the econony neasures
announced by the Secretary-General on 26 August 1993 in the context of the
financial crisis without prior consultation with Menber States, those neasures
being in contradiction with the principle of equal treatnment of the official
| anguages of the United Nations as laid down in resolution 42/207 C;

9. Concurs with the recormmendati on of the Conmittee on Conferences,
contai ned in paragraph 12 of the addendumto its report, that cuts in
conference servicing introduced by the Secretary-General on 26 August 1993,
and subsequently lifted in New York, be lifted al so at Geneva and Vi enna

10. Endorses the letter fromthe Chairman of the Conmittee on
Conferences to the President of the General Assenbly, contained in paragraph
136 of the report of the Commttee, which reflects the opinions of the
Conmittee on the econony neasures announced by the Secretary-CGeneral



