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13 February 1979
E}\TGLISI-l
ORIGI1'U\t.~ FRE;\TCE

'llhirty ,fourth session

Lfj~S Ch2_irman oP the CODl..mittee On the Exercise 0::" the Inalienable Ri,n;hts of 'dle

Palestinian People ~ I have the honour to convey to you m~.r concern over the
recurrence of systematic repressive measures taken by the Israeli authorities
ar':e.inst the Palestinian pE-op18 in the occupied territories

IL my lett8r dated 22 Aw;ust 1978 (A!33/21G-2,/12820) , I drev your attention
to similar cases of ill·-~treatl'nent and torture by the Israeli authorities of
Palestinian prisoners in Tulkarir: prison 0 These incidents J accordinp: to reports
received by us Cl occurred last year in detention centres at Nablns J Ramallah Jcnin
and Bel' JShevCi, One example of these reprehensible practices was the ill·-·treatment
0::: Palestinian children atter their arrest in the Kalandia refupee camp last. year

Such reT}rcssive I"J.casures El-re familiar ~ inasmuch 8,8 they ha-ve been consistentlY
reported for some years JJast in the international press;. and by the S:]ecial
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices t,_ffectinrr; the ElLman Hip,hts of the
Population of the Occupied. Territ.ories. The Special Committee has heard testimony
given by Palestinians ~ and corroborated by their Israeli Imvyers ~ asserting that
Palestinians are SUbjected t,y the Israeli authorities to tm:ture and ill·-treatment.
The Cmnm.ittee has also referred in its re)orts to specific cases of violations of
hl.lo'lllan rights il1 the occupied territories,

l'.Joreover) recent press reports, based. on official
States Department of StEtte confirm that such cases of
treatment do indeed occur in the occupied territories.
claims of the Government of Israel the.t such practices

documents of the United
torture and inhuman

This obviously refutes the
are only isolated incidents~

Let :r.:.e point out that this inhuman treatment of the Palestinian people
violates the Geneva Convention of 12 August 19);9 relative to the Treatment of
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Prisoners of 1,:Jar 1/ and Security Council resolution 237 (1967) or'" Ilf JlillC 19670
- "

::'urther) it violates the principles contained in resolution I (XXXIV) lA) adopted
-by the lIni-ced J\:ations Commission on Human Ri~hts on 111 February 1978, That
re:.Jolution urges the Israeli authorities to observe the norIns of international
justice {inc} (lem3..nds that the Government of Israel forthvdth end systematic
'ceT)Yession a:r..d torture 0

It, sho'J.ld be noted that in the lIake of the Camp David talks) systematic
re-:}YCSSICn has started again and is being directed particularly against Palestinians
'·;cho openly eXl!ret,s opposition to those talks and express support for the Palestine
Liberation Orcanization (PLO).:: 1••rhich has been recoe:;nized by the United Nations as
the renresenta-L i ve of the Palestinian ]leuple.

ExamIJles of these reJ)ressive acts by the Israeli authorities are ~

(2") Arrests by the Israeli authorities at Bin Zeit University and In
RaJnallah

(b) 'l'he statements by the Forei~n 1·'1inister of Israel about deporting
Palestinia.ns ~Tho support thr-; thinJ\:inp: and ideals of the PLO.

(c) Den.olition of' homes of Palestinians supportin~ the PLO.

'I'hese are merely a fCH examples of the wide~rancing campair,;n of repression
launched by the Israeli authorities asainst the Palestinian people"

Similarly; the Government of Israel is continuine; to establish new~ Je~"ish

settlements in -che occupied territories and to enlarge existing settlements. These
ille(::;al n!.cn.sure,3 are a violation of Un it e(). nations resolutions· they ap:e;ravate an
ezplosi\re situ2.tion and complicate any prospects for a settlement of the Middle
8ast situation>

A. dit,quietinf'~ element is added to this p;loomy situation by an article
published in the 24 T-JOVe1'1ber 197a issue of the Israeli ncvspaper Haaretz 0

Acccrdin.3 to this article) a report of the COffi11J.lttee of Dir~ctors--of f·linistries
of the Government ::)f Israel recom:;1ends that) lillder the internal autonomy plan of
the CamD David ~ccords9 the State of Israel should keep 1 million dunams of land
lD the occu~0ied territories 0

The report also provid.es for Israeli control of all Hater resources in those
territories .,

j!tccordinc to the same re-:c:·ort the Israeli authcrities plan to establish in
those territories munici~al c;u~cils under Israeli Jurisdiction. The intentions
of the Government of Isra81 9 as sho~m by this report 9 are unmistakable: to
:D2rI;etuate its control of the occupied territories and thereby to deny the
Palestinian J)eo:,le their inalienable rights 0

1/ United Nations Treaty Series, volo 75, ~o. 972, p. 135.
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All the foregoing information On violations of the human rights of the
Palestinian people:; in defiance of United Nations resolutions~ End on the Government
of Israel r s illegal ste~s to }:~.eep the occupied territories at all costs are a
matter of deep concern to the international community and directly endanger
international peace and security.

I should be r;rateful if you would have this letter distributed as an official
d.ocument of the thirty-fourth session of the General Assembly under the item
entitled "Question of Palestine",

(Si!':ned) Hecloune FALL
Chairman of the COIDIuittee on

the Exercise of the Inalienable Rir;hts
of the Palestinian Peo~le


