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President Mr. INSANALLY May | take it that the General Assembly adopts this
(Guyana) recommendation?

It was so decided.

The meeting was called to order at 10.45 a.m. i
The PRESIDENT. Next, | should like to draw the

AGENDA ITEM 8 ( continued attention of representatives to paragraptapaf the report.
The General Committee recommends the inclusion in the
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ALLOCATION agenda of the current session of an additional item entitled
OF ITEMS: FOURTH REPORT OF THE GENERAL ~ Personnel questions.

COMMITTEE (A/48/250/Add.3
( ) May | take it that the General Assembly decides to

The PRESIDENT | draw the attention of include inits agenda the additional item entitled "Personnel

representatives to the fourth report of the General Committe@U€Stions™
(A/48/250/Add.3), concerning a request for the inclusion of
an additional item submitted by Egypt as well as a request
for the inclusion of an additional item submitted by the
Secretary-General.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT. In paragraph 2Hk) of the report,
the General Committee also recommends to the Assembly

In paragraph 14) of the report, the General Committee that the item be allocated to the Fifth Committee.

recommends the inclusion in the agenda of the current
session of an additional item entitled "Building a peaceful
and better world through sport".

May | take it that the General Assembly adopts that
recommendation?

May | take it that the General Assembly decides to |t Was so decided.

include in its agenda an additional item entitled "Building a _ , ,
peaceful and better world through sport"? The PRESIDENT.  The Chairman of the Fifth

Committee will be informed of the decision just taken.
It was so decided.
AGENDA ITEM 13
The PRESIDENT. In paragraph 1) of the report,
the General Committee also recommends to the Assembl
that this item should be considered directly in plenary
meeting.

EPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF
USTICE (A/48/4)

The PRESIDENT. The Assembly will now turn to the
report of the International Court of Justice covering the
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period 1 August 1992 to 31 July 1993; this report is One case, between Nauru and Australia, in which a
contained in document A/48/4. jurisdictional phase was decided last year, was last month
the subject of a carefully drawn settlement out of court,
May | take it that the General Assembly takes note ofresulting in the withdrawal of the case from the Court’s list.

the report of the International Court of Justice? It will be remembered that last year | was able to report that
the Great Belt case between Finland and Denmark had been
It was so decided. settled, indeed almost on the eve of the scheduled oral

proceedings, in negotiations which had been suggested and
The PRESIDENT. | call on Sir Robert Yewdall encouraged by the Court itself.
Jennings, President of the International Court of Justice, to
address the Assembly. There is another case on the Court’s list in which
negotiations are active, the Court having been asked by both
Sir Robert YEWDALL JENNINGS (President of the Parties to grant a delay in the procedures to enable the
International Court of Justice): The International Court of negotiations to continue in order to see whether it might be
Justice continues to have a full docket of cases: there are abssible to reach a settlement.
present 11 cases at various stages of the procedure. Recent
additions to the list are the case between Hungary and | mention these settled cases, and the case still the
Slovakia over the Danube dams; and the request from thsubject of ongoing negotiations, because they illustrate a new
World Health Organization for an advisory opinion role for the Court, unimagined by earlier commentators on
concerning the use of nuclear weapons - the onlythe adjudication process in international matters. In all these
advisory-opinion request in the docket at present. instances of settlement, or attempted settlement, by
negotiations after the time when the Court has been seized
Twice during this last year the Court has had to dealof a case, some part of the procedures of the Court, such as
with complicated and lengthy requests for interim measuresvritten pleadings, or indeed a hearing and decision in a
of protection in the case brought by Bosnia and Herzegovinareliminary phase, such as jurisdiction or interim measures,
against Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) concerning thbad been completed. Thus, it was the intervention of some
Genocide Convention. Such requests for interim measurepart of the procedures before the Court which apparently not
according to the Court’s rules, "have priority over all otheronly made further negotiations in this new context possible
cases". These two separate requests were such requests, antlmade it possible for them to succeed.
the Court dealt with them immediately and with dispatch:
the first was handled in some three weeks, and the second in  In this way, the Court procedure is beginning to be seen
only a little longer time - that period including in both as a resort to be employed in a closer relationship with
instances time for an oral hearing in which both parties weraormal diplomatic negotiation. No longer is resort to the
heard and for the study of several lengthy writtenInternational Court of Justice seen, to use the traditional
observations. phrase, as a "last resort" when all negotiation has finally
failed. Rather, it is sometimes now to be seen as a recourse
Particulars of the Court’'s decisions and also of thethat might usefully be employed at an earlier stage of the
cases in its docket are given, as members of the Generdispute. | suppose a foretaste of this development was the
Assembly will know, not only in the Court’'s own report but 1969 North Sea Continental Shelf cases, where the Court, by
also in chapter I, section A of the 1993 report of thedeciding a legal question that had been a sticking-point,
Secretary-General on the work of the organization (A/48/1)enabled normal negotiations to start again and to resolve the
matter in a way acceptable to all parties concerned. This
| can now add that on 14 June final judgment wastendency to use the Court, acting under its contentious
given, by 14 votes to 1, in the important case betweernurisdiction, as a partner in preventive diplomacy rather than
Denmark and Norway - a further case arising from aas a last-resort alternative is after all only to conform to the
unilateral application by Denmark, basing jurisdiction on theplace that courts enjoy in any developed domestic system of
"optional clause" of Article 36 of the Court’s Statute - law.
concerning the maritime boundary between the east coast of
Greenland and the Norwegian island of Jan Mayen. There  The perception of the International Court of Justice as
have been indications that the Court’s judgment in that case normal, rather than as an extraordinary, part of
is perceived by both parties as a satisfactory final settlementternational relations may perhaps also be reflected in the
of a dispute which protracted negotiations had failed tofact that the number of declarations of acceptance of the
settle. Court’s jurisdiction under paragraph 2 of Article 36 - the
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optional clause - of the Court’s Statute is still on a slow butevident, and certainly the Court has been working recently
continual upward trend. The total of such acceptances isnder very great pressure.
now 57 out of the 184 Member States. There have also
been several additions to the list of treaties with jurisdiction All these things considered, one is justified in saying
clauses. that the Court itself really works remarkably quickly, and the
time taken will be found in any event, | believe, to compare
It is an interesting development, the significance offavourably with other superior courts of both domestic and
which | do not attempt to comment upon here, that theinternational jurisdiction.
increased busyness of the Court is still the result almost
entirely of cases brought under the contentious jurisdiction  All of the cases at present on the list are cases brought
and that States show more eagerness to use the Court thhefore the full Court. The Court has, however, found time
do those international organizations entitled to ask forto establish a Chamber for Environmental Matters, in the
advisory opinions. belief that some litigants might prefer a Chamber composed
of Judges who have expressed a special interest in such
Whilst speaking of decisions in contentious cases, Imatters. It may be useful, however, to make it clear that the
should like to say something about the notion one sometimesstablishment of this Chamber for Environmental Matters is
hears that contentious proceedings before the fulln no way intended to suggest that cases involving
International Court of Justice take rather a long time. It isenvironmental matters should go to that Chamber, or any
true that the period between the application and the judgmentther Chamber, rather than the full Court. The jurisdiction
is usually one to be measured in years rather than monthsf the full Court obviously comprehends environmental
But, in almost all cases, the greater part of that time is takematters, as indeed it comprehends any other question of
up by the parties themselves in the preparation and study dfternational law. Furthermore, to take a contentious-
two or sometimes three rounds of elaborate writtenjurisdiction case to a Chamber will normally require
pleadings, followed by oral proceedings in which the partiesagreement of the parties to do so, whereas the full Court
usually expect to be allowed to talk for typically three or might have jurisdiction, whether under paragraph 2 of
four weeks. So the time actually taken by the Court forArticle 36 of the Statute or under some treaty-jurisdiction
deliberation and drafting of a judgment is relatively short.clause, in a case brought by unilateral application. And,
| am not suggesting that the parties necessarily take too longaturally, it would be the normal course to address any
over the preparation of written pleadings and the provisiorrequest for an advisory opinion to the full Court.
of documentation. The cases we get are very important
cases and Governments naturally wish to take time over the | like to think that the new busyness of the International
preparations leading towards a decision that will be final andCourt of Justice is at least in part connected with a more
is without appeal. Itis perhaps also relevant here to mentionealistic appreciation of the place and function of a court of
the fact that the Court’'s standing Chamber of Summanjustice in a society governed by the rule of law.
Procedure has never been employed even though it haaditionally, the writers and commentators used to put
remained continuously in being. before us what they conceived of as an ideal situation in
which all disputes would be submitted for settlement to a
To give some idea of the dimensions of some of thecourt. | think there is now much more appreciation that
cases, let me instance the one which is now in the hands aome disputes require political decisions by a political body.
the Court for decision: the very important territorial dispute Such a body will of course work within the framework of
Chad/Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, brought to the Court by thethe law, but the reasons for the decision will be political
Agreement of 31 August 1990. The written pleadings in thatrather than legal. This, of course, is the scheme of the
case amount to some 30 stout volumes of argument andnited Nations Charter, and the fact that that scheme is now
documentation, and the phase of written pleadings was thedpeing put into operation in a way that has not until recently
followed by five weeks of oral hearings. The documentationbeen practicable helps us to see the Court - the principal
is remarkable, for the case involves long periods of coloniajudicial organ of the United Nations - in a new and
history in Africa and both parties have been able to use thaltogether more realistic context. People are much more
relevant British, French and ltalian archives. Quite apariikely to resort to the Court if they have a clear idea of what
from the need for the Judges to read and study this vast it can and should do, and what it cannot do.
also fascinating array of material, almost every word of it,
of course, had to be translated into the other language of the It is here that | should like to express the pleasure and
Court. The time-consuming nature of this exercise isgratitude of all members of the Court for the terms in which
the use of the Court is recommended in the resolution of the
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General Assembly on the report of the Secretary-General on  As can be seen from this year's report, the Court is
the work of the Organization. It is most encouraging to seegradually fulfilling its role as the principal judicial organ of
the use of the Court thus supported clearly in the generahe United Nations. The steadily increasing number of cases
context of "An Agenda for Peace" and as a component obrought before it bears witness to this fact. This is
the scheme of preventive diplomacy. particularly satisfying when seen in the context of the United
Nations Decade of International Law (1990-1999), during
| cannot leave this theme of the role of the Internationalwhich special attention will be given to the role of the Court
Court of Justice without a mention of today’s tendency toboth in settling inter-State disputes and as an instrument of
proliferate other and specialized courts and tribunals. Wepreventive diplomacy through its advisory functions.
may soon have three in The Hague alone: the Internationalhrough the jurisprudence of the Court, the rule of law is
Court of Justice, the Permanent Court of Arbitration, and thegaining further ground within the international community of
new international criminal court for crimes committed in the States, and that is exactly one of the main objectives of the
former Yugoslavia. The relationship of these tribunals toDecade - and beyond.
each other and to each other's jurisdiction, and their
respective contributions to the directions taken by the It should always be kept in mind that bringing a dispute
development of international law by the resulting case lawbefore the Court can never be regarded as an unfriendly act.
from their decisions, raise interesting and difficult questionsif diplomacy and negotiations cannot bring about a solution
which might at some time have to be addressed. There i® a long-standing contentious issue between States, the
only one thought | wish to leave with the members of theCourt in The Hague has proven itself capable of handling its
General Assembly on this occasion: there can be only onmany cases in a flexible and efficient manner. In this
"principal judicial organ of the United Nations", as there isrespect, it is to be welcomed that the Court has now
normally only one supreme court of any legally orderedestablished a seven-member standing Chamber for
community; and that position of the International Court of Environmental Matters. This topic is indeed one of the
Justice ought always to be remembered and strenuoushigh-priority items on the international agenda. Denmark
protected. can testify to the Court’'s ability in so far as the Danish
Government has been involved in two cases before the Court
This is probably my last appearance before the Generakithin the last five years: thdan Mayercase and th&reat
Assembly as President of the Court. | want to thank theBelt case. In both cases, the Court has served justice in
Secretary-General and to thank you, Mr. President, and thaccordance with the high expectations placed on it by the
members of the General Assembly for their immenselyparties. Thus | can confirm what was expressed just now by
valuable support to the Court and to its work. This has beethe President of the Court.
of very great importance to the Court in this time of
expansion of its work and of the addressing of the difficult A particular aspect relating to th&reat Beltcase is
problems of staffing and premises brought about by that verworth highlighting, namely the role of the Court in
expansion. maintaining the option of reaching a negotiated settlement.
In deciding a preliminary question concerning provisional
Mr. HAAKONSEN (Denmark): So far there has been measures, the Court indicated at the same time that a
no tradition for opening a debate on the annual report of theegotiated settlement would be welcomed. That indication
International Court of Justice. The reasons may be twofoldproved helpful in reaching an out-of-court settlement.
for many years, there were very few cases, if any, to reporThough out-of-court, the settlement was still reached under
on; and as the Court is the highest judicial organ of thethe Court’'s auspices. The President of the Court expressed
world community, it may not have seemed appropriate forthis view in the following way when introducing the annual
the General Assembly to pronounce any opinion on theeport of the International Court of Justice (A/47/4) during
disputes decided with binding effect once and for all by thelast year's session of the General Assembly:
Court. However, times have changed. States appear
nowadays to be more ready to submit their disputes, inclu-  "Whenever the Court or its procedures can help in this
ding politically sensitive ones, to the Court in order to obtain way, the Court is, in an important sense, still
a final and legally binding settlement of the matter. This productively at work."(A/47/PV.43, p. 11)
trend is clearly shown in the Court’s report (A/48/4), now
before the General Assembly. In addition, the Court’s role The question may be raised as to whether the Court
in furthering the international legal order may be commentedught to be empowered to play a more active role in
upon without interfering with the Court's exclusive offering its assistance to the parties, as appropriate, with a
competence. view to keeping the door open for reaching a negotiated
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settlement - because whenever there is agreement betwesn not considered possible, the Secretary-General has
the parties, there is also equity. suggested that States might agree to a comprehensive list of
those matters in which the Court’s jurisdiction is accepted
The Court has shown that it is prepared to deal with alland might provide for submission of disputes to the Court in
sorts of cases. It is now up to States to show theithe dispute settlement clauses of multilateral treaties.
willingness to accept the compulsory jurisdiction of the
Court. One hundred eighty-six States are parties to the  Australia supports the views expressed by the
Statute of the Court, but only 57 have recognized itsSecretary-General. The International Court of Justice has
compulsory jurisdiction, and among those is only onebeen under-utilized for much of its existence, though there
permanent member of the Security Council. We hope thahas recently been an encouraging trend towards more
Member States will pay due attention to these facts as thefrequent recourse to the Court, as the President mentioned in
are set out in paragraphs 16 and 17 of the report. his statement this morning. To date, however, fewer than 60
States have accepted its compulsory jurisdiction. One of the
It is the hope of my Government that in the years tobest ways to promote the use of the Court as an effective
come this agenda item may be seen by Member States as dispute-resolution mechanism is for Member States to make
opportunity to comment upon the role and functioning of thethe individual decision, under Article 36 of the Statute, to
world Court in furthering an effective international legal accept its compulsory jurisdiction. The fiftieth session of the
order. Settlement of disputes through peaceful meansGeneral Assembly, which will coincide with the fiftieth
including the use of the International Court of Justice, shouldanniversary of the Court, might provide a timely occasion
become a normal and acceptable feature in dailffor the recording of progress on movement towards
international life, as is the case in all national societiesacceptance of the Court’s jurisdiction.
governed by the rule of law.
We note that in "An Agenda for Peace" and more
Mr. ROWE (Australia): The Australian delegation recently in his report on the work of the Organization
wishes to thank the distinguished President of the(A/48/1),the Secretary-General has recommended that he be
International Court of Justice for his excellent report andauthorized to take advantage of the advisory competence of
enlightening statement. The role of the Court, as thgahe Court. Commenting on this issue in his recent
principal judicial organ of the United Nations, is today more publication,Cooperating for Peaceghe Australian Minister
important than ever, as so much more is expected of théor Foreign Affairs, Senator Gareth Evans, wrote:
United Nations in maintaining international peace and

security. "The Court has been wary of efforts by the UN’s
political organs to tempt it to render advisory opinions
The United Nations Decade of International Law, now on contentious cases without the consent of the parties.

in its second biennium, provides an appropriate context for  That said, the ICJ has been influential both in dispute
States to reassess in a positive way their approach to and conflict resolution and in assisting the activities of
acceptance of the jurisdiction of the International Court of other actors in the international security community,
Justice, with a view to promoting the Court as a means for  and could become a more valuable adjunct for the
the peaceful settlement of international disputes. Secretary-General in extending the range of responses
available in problem situations."Cpoperating for

In his report "An Agenda for Peace" (A/47/277), the Peace: The Global Agenda for the 1990s and Beyond,
Secretary-General has expressed the view that greater p. 27)
reliance on the Court could contribute significantly to
preventive diplomacy. This view was amplifled only last We know there is still some ongoing resistance to the
week by the President of the Court, when he reminded us iSecretary-General’s proposal, but not, we understand, from
his address to the Sixth Committee that the Internationathe Court. It is time to give serious consideration to the
Court of Justice is an integral component of the Unitedproposal and to determine the modalities under which such
Nations system aimed at the maintenance of internationauthorization could be granted.
peace and security.

In order to allow for greater recourse to the Court as an

The Secretary-General has called upon all Membeeffective mechanism for dispute resolution, it will be
States to accept the general jurisdiction of the Court beforessential that its procedures allow disputes brought before it
the end of the Decade of International Law. Whereto be considered as expeditiously and efficiently as possible.
unconditional acceptance of general jurisdiction of the CourThe will of Member States to provide for the enhanced
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effectiveness of the International Court of Justice may inimpartiality and independence of his judgements, not to
time be expected to contribute constructively to a reductiormention his valuable contributions to the teaching of law.
in the tensions that result from and further aggravateThe Sixth Committee was honoured to have Lachs as its
disputes between States. This would require that the Cou@hairman on three occasions.
have the capacity to deal promptly with individual cases.
Mexico is one of the 57 States the report identifies as

In his statement to the General Assembly last year, théhaving made the declaration recognizing the compulsory
President of the International Court of Justice noted that gurisdiction of the Court, in accordance with
review of its working methods would assist in improving its paragraphs 2 and 5 of Article 36 of the Statute. We wish to
functioning and thereby promote its use. Such a reviewcongratulate Hungary, which deposited its declaration on
would be of particular value against a background where22 October 1992. Even though judgeships on the Court are
greater adherence to the jurisdiction of the Court is beingiot limited to nationals of those States that have made such
promoted as a contribution to the preservation of peacefuh declaration, it is no doubt true that when that condition is
relations among States and where the Court is being givemet the Court’s image is strengthened, as is countries’
more prominence as a dispute-settlement mechanism.  commitment to and confidence in the Court.

Australia favours such a review, which should take into My Government deems it desirable for the States that
account the promotion of the wider acceptance of thehave, within the United Nations system, the greatest
Court’s jurisdiction by the year of its fiftieth anniversary. responsibility regarding international peace and security to
We note that use is being made of chambers, particularly ishow a greater commitment to the Court. The limited
the recent El Salvador-Honduras case, which is mentioned ipresence of the permanent members of the Security Council
the report, and we would welcome further development ofand that group of 57 States does not have a positive effect
this mechanism. The establishment of the trust fund to assisin the Court’s work, nor on the necessary balance that must
developing countries in bringing cases to the Court has alsexist between the principal organs of the United Nations.
been a useful innovation. Above all, it is essential that theThe Court’s efficacy and capacity for action would no doubt
Court continue to be provided with adequate resources tbe strengthened considerably if all the permanent members
carry out its growing tasks. We wish it well, and we of the Security Council made such a declaration.
reiterate Australia’s commitment to it and to the cause of
international justice. In the light of the terms of paragraph 2 of Article 15 of

the Charter, by which the General Assembly must receive

Mr. TELLO (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanigh  and consider the reports of the International Court of Justice,
Mr. President, my delegation had asked to make a statementy delegation deems it appropriate to speak on this item.
before the General Assembly took note of the report of therhe Mexican delegation considers that the General Assembly
Court. When you assumed the presidency of this session @hust fulfil completely the function assigned it by the
the Assembly, we pledged to work with you as youCharter, and so we call on Member States to give this
discharged your functions. You personally asked me tamportant report greater attention.
make my statement after the Assembly had taken note of the
report. In response to your request, we agreed to speak The Mexican delegation invites the General Assembly
afterwards, although we do not fully understand or share théo take advantage of the introduction of the report of the
arguments that we have heard, which apparently prever@ourt to take part every year in deep reflection on its work
Member States from speaking at the time they deem most appropriaggid on the state of its links and relations with the other

organs.

My delegation wishes to place on record its gratitude to
Sir Robert Jennings for his comprehensive and lucidly We still believe that the Court's participation in the
instructive introduction to the report submitted by the peaceful settlement of international conflicts deserves to be
International Court of Justice for the General Assembly’sstepped up. Recourse to the Security Council when the
consideration. Court’s means have not yet been exhausted minimizes the

latter’s potential to resolve legal problems, which sometimes

On the eve of the election of the new members of theconstitute the crux of potential crises. This view could and
Court, my delegation wishes to pay tribute to should be of special usefulness in strengthening preventive
Manfred Lachs. We are appreciative of Judge Lachs’ longliplomacy.
career dedicated to the development of international law,
both inside and outside the Court, and of the invaluable
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With that very intention, a number of States, including The presence of the Court here is a further
Mexico, have supported the Secretary-General's suggestiaeaffirmation of the shared, noble objective of the General
that he be granted the competence to request advisossembly and the International Court of Justice to resolve
opinions from the Court, when circumstances warrant and ifnternational disputes in a peaceful manner. Such an
accordance with the precise modalities of the principles obbjective is not only enshrined in the Charter but is also
the Charter and of international law. firmly rooted in the shared goal of maintaining international

peace and resolving international disputes through peaceful

My delegation takes special satisfaction in noting themeans. In that connection, and as the Secretary-General has
ever-growing number of legal consultants taking part in thestated in his report on the work of the Organization to the
consideration of the report of the International Law present session of the General Assembly, the incidence of
Commission, owing to the determination a year in advanceases of considerable political as well as legal importance
of the date for dealing with that subject. In the light of that under consideration by the Court shows that the Court not
experience and in order to facilitate attendance by thenly exists to settle questions of law, but is also an integral
greatest number of interested persons to the introduction gfart of United Nations peace efforts.
the Court’s report, my delegation proposes that the date for
receiving and considering the report of that principal organ The continued role of the Court in this area is to be
also be set in advance and that both reports be submitted teelcomed for, as stipulated in Article 33 of the Charter,
the Assembly’s consideration within a period of time that
allows those persons to be present. "The parties to any dispute, the continuance of

which is likely to endanger the maintenance of

| wish also to mention the Trust Fund established by international peace and security, shall, first of all, seek
the Secretary-General to help States settle disputes through a solution by negotiation, enquiry, mediation,
the International Court of Justice and to which my country conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement ...".
has contributed. In addition to providing the necessary
financial support in order for countries facing economicAs | have said, we welcome the role of the Court in the
difficulties to be able to have resort to the Court, my peace effort.
delegation would like to invite the members of the Court and
the Secretary-General to consider the possibility of utilizing Through the report itself and in the President’s
part of that Trust Fund for the development of trainingintroductory statement the international community has been
programmes for lawyers appearing before the Internationahade aware of the various methods and facilities that are
Court of Justice. available through the Court for the peaceful settlement of

disputes. The report states that last year alone the Court

Finally, my delegation cannot fail to mention the fact dealt with a wide range of disputes, including treaty
that in 1995 the Court, too, will celebrate its fiftieth interpretation, territorial maritime disputes and disputes
anniversary. We think it would be fitting for the Assembly relating to the alleged violation of human rights and
to invite the judges to reflect on the role that the Court, asnternational humanitarian law. It is gratifying to note not
the guarantor of international law, is called upon to play inonly that today the vast majority of States have become
the next century and to share their conclusions with MembeParties to the Statute of the Court but also that, thanks to the
States at the next session of the General Assembly. role and facilities it continues to offer, the Court has

established its universality and more frequent use is being

Mr. KOROMA (Sierra Leone): First of all, may | made of it.
express the gratitude and appreciation of the Sierra Leone
delegation to Sir Robert Jennings, President of the  Today, attitudes towards the Court have improved and
International Court of Justice, for the excellent statement hesupport for its judicial role has continued to grow. Because
delivered when introducing the report of the Internationalof the high standards of fairness and impartiality the Court
Court of Justice. My delegation also wishes to convey itshas maintained in the recent past, the attitude of withdrawal
sentiments of recognition and esteem to the other judgesnce adopted by many, including most developing countries,
who are here with us. is largely a thing of the past, and we now realize that the

Court can apply international law impartially, that the

This annual pilgrimage, as it were, is an affirmation of interests of the weak can be protected and that the principle
the Charter provision that the International Court of Justiceof equality between States can best be realized through the
is not only the judicial organ but also an inseparableCourt. Today, through its judgments, advisory opinions,
component of the United Nations. orders and interim measures - in some cases, as the



8 General Assembly - Forty-eighth session

circumstances warrant, delivered with dispatch, as the My delegation has also taken note of the various
President reminded us a few moments ago - the Court hgwescriptions and recommendations by the Secretary-General
been contributing not only to the strengthening of the rule ofin the report which are in themselves far reaching and
law among nations but also to a more orderly and humanghich, if implemented faithfully, would go a long way
world. towards assisting the Organization to achieve the purpose for
which it was created.
The Sierra Leone delegation would like to encourage
the Court to continue to uphold legal norms which are The United Nations is passing through a crucial phase
profoundly imbued with the sense of natural justice andin the multilateral process of harnessing our collective
morality and which safeguard human rights and humanitariaobjectives and aspirations to the common good. It would be
law. My delegation welcomed the decision of the Court toa disservice to the entire membership if the United Nations
establish a Chamber for Environmental Matters in view ofdid not endeavour to respond to them, even within the
the developments in the field of environmental law and theconstraints of the limited resources under which it is
developments that have taken place in the last few years, araperating. Fortunately, there is no lack of ideas in the
considering that it should be prepared to the fullest extenUnited Nations system. It is therefore our collective
possible to deal with any environmental case falling withinresponsibility to translate those ideas into concrete objectives
its jurisdiction. However, my delegation also welcomes thewhich would be of benefit to Member States.
assurance given by the President that the establishment of
the Environmental Chamber does not preclude the referral of It is significant that the Secretary-General has
environmental disputes to the old corpus of the Court. underscored in his report some of the critical problems
confronting the Organization in the areas of peace and
My delegation reiterates its support for the security, socio-economic development, the environment and
establishment of the Trust Fund, which should enable moréhe restructuring of the various organs of the United Nations
parties to a dispute to take advantage of the facilitiesystem. While my delegation would like to commend the
provided by the Court. Secretary-General for his wisdom and foresight in bringing
these issues to the fore, we wish to make the following
Finally, the Sierra Leone delegation would like to comments as our contribution to the debate on the subject.
encourage the spirit of cooperation between the International
Court of Justice and the General Assembly, and we welcome My delegation agrees with the Secretary-General when
the report of the International Court of Justice. he posits that without peace there can be no development,
and that without development the basis for democracy is
The PRESIDENT. May | take it that it is the wish of tenuous. In this connection, we commend the United
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration ofNations for its preoccupation with peace-keeping and

agenda item 13? peacemaking. We accept that the proliferation of hotbeds of
tensions fuelled by ethnic rivalries, socio-economic

It was so decided disparities, underdevelopment and the emergence of new
micro-nationalisms cannot but engage the attention of our

AGENDA ITEM 10 (continued) Organization. There is an urgent need to streamline the

processes such that peace-keeping operations do not become
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE intractable or interminable. Peace is a shared responsibility.
WORK OF THE ORGANIZATION (A/48/1) Consequently, Member States must retain the necessary
political will and ready disposition to contribute their quota
Mr. AYEWAH (Nigeria): The Nigerian delegation to the enabling processes.
would like to join other delegations that have congratulated
the Secretary-General on the lucidity and painstaking manner It is important also in this regard to take necessary
in which he has drawn up and presented his report. measures to ensure the safety of all personnel involved in
peace-keeping operations. My delegation would like to
There is no doubt that this report is, as the Secretarystress that countries which willingly offer to participate in
General has himself admitted, a long one, but he has clearlhese operations do so as part of their obligations under the
endeavoured to cover in a bold and imaginative manner alCharter and as their contribution to the mitigation of human
the areas and activities in which the United Nations has beesuffering. It would be tantamount to double jeopardy for
involved during the past year in response to the growingsuch countries to suffer humiliation and abuse in addition to
complexity and demands of the international environment. bearing the material costs for assigning their nationals to
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undertake these United Nations missions. In this connection,  The Secretariat of the United Nations is an international
prompt and full reimbursement to contributing-troop civil service, and like any bureaucracy there is a compelling
countries would encourage consistent and even wideneed for it to look critically at itself, justify itsaison d'étre
participation by Member States in the United Nationsand reassess how it proposes to meet the challenges of the
peace-keeping operations. future. It is in this connection that we welcome the bold
steps the Secretary-General has taken over the past
The processes begun under "An Agenda for Peace"l12 months to restructure the Secretariat with a view to
which has been a subject of debate in both the Generalchieving efficiency, minimizing waste and promoting
Assembly and the Security Council, should provideaccountability. This is as it should be. However, in the
additional clarification of the nature and extent of process of carrying out this restructuring, care needs to be
demilitarized zones, pre-emptive deployment andtaken to ensure that the principles of representativeness and
post-conflict peace-building in a manner that respects thef geographical distribution are maintained, particularly at
sovereignty of all Member States and accepts the merits dhe management level of the Secretariat. Competence is not
prior consultations before such measures are undertaken. the monopoly of any one region. The United Nations must
pursuing the purposes of "An Agenda for Peace", it isindeed be a system that rewards achievement and punishes
desirable that the United Nations limit itself to preventive inadequate performance.
diplomacy, peacemaking and peace-keeping. The issue of
post-conflict peace-building involving efforts at putting in Aside from the restructuring of the General Assembly
place political processes in conflict areas requires cautiomhich has resulted in the reduction of the number of Main
and additional consideration. Committees, and the ongoing efforts to streamline their
workload and working methods, my delegation believes that
In the wake of the adoption of "An Agenda for Peace",the time is opportune to address the issue of the
it has become urgent to work for the adoption of an agendaemocratization of the Security Council. While my
for development. The issue of development is one in whichGovernment has already expressed its views on this subject
every Member State has a stake and a contribution to makén this body, and in response to the Secretary-General's
In view of the widening disparities between the North andrequests to Member States, it wishes to state once again that
the South, the adoption of an agenda for development mushe Security Council can lay claim to legitimacy, moral
undertake as a first step to reactivate the North-Soutlauthority and representativeness only when it is fully
dialogue. Then it should address the issue of trade, officialemocratized. We must put in place at the current session
development assistance, the debt crisis and the injection @ff the General Assembly a process that would ensure that
new financial flows, especially into the economies of thethis objective is realized not later than the fiftieth session of
developing countries. the General Assembly. The reform process must not be
piecemeal; it must be global to include all the regions.
As you are well aware, Africa remains the weakest link Anything short of this approach will be tantamount to a
in the chain of development. It was in recognition of this denial of access. Such a development would be antithetical
fact that Africa’'s economic crisis was brought to to the spirit of the Charter.
international attention in 1986 with the adoption of the
United Nations Plan of Action for African Economic The United Nations is what we make of it. From an
Recovery and Development (UNPAAERD). Unfortunately Organization of which so much is expected, so much must
this programme failed to achieve the desired result. Thée given. Member States have a responsibility to make the
General Assembly then undertook a reassessment d@rganization viable. To this end we join with the Secretary-
UNPAAERD by adopting its New Agenda for the General in urging all Member States to endeavour to pay
Development of Africa in the 1990s with measurabletheir assessed contributions so that the work of the
objectives. In my delegation’s view, this new agenda will Organization is not unduly constrained.
suffer the same fate unless a firm determination is made by
the international community to deliver on its commitment. Mr. LAMAMRA (Algeria) (interpretation from
Africa invests a lot of expectations in the implementation of French):  Algeria fully endorses the support for this
this agenda. We would like to call on the Secretary-GeneraDrganization and for the efforts of the Secretary-General that
to ensure that the United Nations fulfills its part of the was expressed anew by the Permanent Representative of
process. The United Nations has a responsibility to assist imdonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement. It also
putting in place feasible strategies that will enable Membekendorses the Movement's observations, suggestions and
States to achieve economic growth and sustainableroposals as part of a consistent effort to contribute to the
development.
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strengthening of the United Nations while remaining true to The Algerian delegation shares the concern which is
the purposes and principles of the Charter. frequently expressed by the Secretary-General, and which is
demonstrated clearly in his annual report, about the
The international context is changing rapidly, and theexacerbation of the Organization’s financial crisis by the
Organization’s missions are increasing in number, as are itaccumulation of considerable arrears. In this regard,
successes and difficulties, giving special importance to thassurances that have been given over the past few weeks by
consideration this year of the Secretary-General's report oseveral contributors and payments that have been received
the work of the Organization. are encouraging developments. However, the fact remains
that the situation of the Organization will continue to be
The three words "peace, development and democracydrecarious so long as its financial base is weakened as a
sum up very well the great challenges of the day, identifiedresult of the irregular manner in which Member States
by the Secretary-General, who has stressed theinonour their obligations, or their delay in doing so.
interrelationship. In this context, the Organization’s unique
position and vital role are rightly reaffirmed and Another striking feature of the past year is the efforts
demonstrated. made by the Secretary-General and by Member States to
rationalize the structures of the Secretariat and of
We are grateful to the Secretary-General for presentingntergovernmental bodies. This process has involved the
a comprehensive report that deals accurately with thenobilization of a great deal of energy in the economic and
Organization’s activities in the many spheres with which itsocial sectors. Of course, much remains to be done to
deals. At the same time, the report contains analyseslemocratize structures and their functioning and to improve
proposals and projections that will stimulate thought, debateommunication and transparency. However, there is
and dialogue. widespread recognition of what is necessary, at least in so
far as the Security Council is concerned, and recognition of
It is undeniable that the past year has been marked bthe need for the General Assembly to play its full role as
a considerable extension of the Organization’s activities irdefined in the Charter.
the area of the maintenance and restoration of peace. Its
role in the area of preventive diplomacy and post-conflict It seem to us that the time has come to liberate the
peace-building has also been strengthened. Organization’s potential for initiative in the area of
development, to give new momentum and vigour to United
The increase in the number of overtures to the UnitedNations action to establish more just and more equitable
Nations and in the Organization’s presence in the field hasternational relations. The close bond between peace and
gone hand in hand with consideration by the Generabevelopment cannot be overemphasized. This is the central
Assembly and by the Security Council of the relevantissue in the agenda for development. In addition, the
aspects of the "Agenda for Peace" and with the initiation ofintegrated approach to human rights as one of the
measures, at the organizational and institutional levels, aime@rganization’s new priorities - this approach has been
at strengthening the Organization’s ability to envisage, plaradvocated by the Secretary-General - should in our view be
and conduct peace-keeping operations. We consider & natural extension of the recognition by the Vienna
essential that this process be pursued and successfulfonference on Human Rights of the right to development.
carried out, using all the lessons learned from experience ift is important that, henceforth, the efforts of everyone
the field and taking account of the guidelines and principleshould converge towards full realization of this fundamental
defined in the two resolutions adopted by the Generatight, for the benefit of the peoples of the third world.
Assembly on the subject of the "Agenda for Peace".
At the forty-seventh session of the General Assembly,
Similarly, the progress that has undeniably been madeonsideration of the Secretary-General’s report on the work
in the area of disarmament, as a result of the ending of thef the Organization was combined with a discussion of the
cold war, should be consolidated and expanded in order toeport "An Agenda for Peace". This resulted in wide
remove, once and for all, the spectra of nuclear war angbarticipation and aroused great interest. This year's debate
eliminate weapons of mass destruction. confirms the importance of a thorough and constructive
study of the Secretary-General's report. The next report of
At the same time - as is only right - completion of the the Secretary-General will coincide with the submission of
process of decolonization continues to be one of the prioritthe agenda for development, which, we hope, will meet
tasks of the Organization as it endeavours to fulfil itsexpectations and rise to the challenge. We hope that this, in
universal purpose. turn, will lead to the qualitative improvements that are
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essential for clear expression of the faith of the peoples ofole to regional arrangements, and the strengthening of
the United Nations in the building of peace and in thepreventive diplomacy.
creation of conditions for the well-being of all.
In this regard we would stress once again the
Mr. ABDELLAH (Tunisia) (interpretation from importance, as a preventive measure, of the adoption of
French): | should like, on behalf of my delegation, to economic and other measures which do not automatically
extend warm congratulations to the Secretary-Generakntail the use of armed force for the purposes of maintaining
Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, on his innovative and substantiveinternational peace and security, in accordance with the
report, which, we are sure, will constitute an excellent basigrovisions of Article 41 of the Charter. None the less, we
for our continued efforts to strengthen the role of theremind the Assembly that, as the Assembly itself said in a
Organization and increase its efficiency. resolution (47/120 B) on "An Agenda for Peace", we are
concerned that certain States are continuing to encounter
Following the statement of the representative ofeconomic difficulties because of preventive or enforcement
Indonesia, which occupies the presidency of themeasures applied under Chapter VII of the Charter.
Non-Aligned Movement, we should like to express our
wholehearted support for the position that he set out on our  The natural corollary of "An Agenda for Peace" is an
behalf. agenda for development. We await with great interest the
development agenda foreshadowed by the Secretary-General
We welcome this opportunity to express our satisfactionn his report, being convinced, as he is, that human
that the General Assembly is considering such an importardevelopment in all its dimensions, and particularly the social,
report as that of the Secretary-General, in accordance withconomic and environmental, must be the focus of the
the spirit and letter of the Charter, which confers upon theconcerns of the Organization and its efforts to promote
General Assembly the power to discuss the activities anéhternational cooperation and the establishment of a more
future of the Organization. united, more just and more stable world.

Consideration of this report will strengthen the role of We are convinced that the Organization must be more
the General Assembly, especially in the current context, ireffective and play a central role in the establishment of an
which, in a spirit of dialogue and understanding, we areinternational order, legally binding, which is more
striving to revitalize the Assembly’s work and strengthen itsdemocratic and equitable. The need for further
role under the Charter. democratization of the decision-making process in the

various organs for more transparency in the functioning of

As the Secretary-General stressed in his report, peacthe Security Council is clear. We welcome the process of
development and democracy are interdependent goals that ve@larging the basis of consultation and information in the
all share, to which we are committed and which theCouncil. Any constructive new measure is appreciated. We
international community is capable of achieving on the basisonsider this process as a milestone on the way to
of the vast potential of the Organization, its wealth of consideration of a greater participation of Member States in
experience and its effective capacity to meet the manyhe work of the Council, thus strengthening its credibility
different challenges to the international community and theand authority.
well-being of peoples.

With regard to peace-keeping operations we consider

The new dynamic approach outlined in "An Agenda for that appropriate machinery for regular consultations should
Peace" describes innovative types of peace operatiortse established so that countries which traditionally supply
undertaken under the aegis of the Organization. Wsdroops, on the one hand, and the Secretary-General, the
welcome the fact that immediately after the last session th&ecurity Council and the Military Staff Committee, on the
General Assembly embarked upon an examination of thether, could together examine the advisability of, and the
various suggestions and reached a consensus on them tmeans to be used for, launching a successful peace-keeping
adopting two resolutions. We would point out that the operation.

Security Council also got down to the task of examining

various aspects of "An Agenda for Peace", particularly Similarly, we wish to stress the need to rationalize the
guestions of post-conflict economic recovery andwork of the General Assembly. In this regard we welcomed
reconstruction; the protection and security of personneWith great interest the adoption of resolution 47/233, and we
assigned to peace-keeping missions; recourse to Chapter Vhiope that the working group concerned will come up with
of the Charter, which gives a fundamental peace-keepingseful and relevant proposals on questions such as the
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examination by the Assembly of reports of the major organsGeneral. | shall therefore confine myself now to drawing
established by the Charter. attention to three of its ideas.

Finally, we wish to stress that a revitalized First, preventive diplomacy and preventive deployment
Organization, including its Secretariat, would betterare perhaps, for my delegation, two of the most interesting
guarantee the execution of its mandates in accordance witltind important concepts in the report. The subject was
the priorities assigned to it. considered in the Assembly’s unofficial working group, and

its preliminary conclusions are reflected in the resolutions.

Those are my delegation’s preliminary views on the
important report on the work of the Organization. Of The Argentine Republic reiterates its determination to
course, our interest in various aspects mentioned in thevork with the United Nations in peace-keeping operations,
document will be no less keen when the various Committeem keeping with its tradition, and also expressly supports the
of the Assembly take up the relevant parts. concept of preventive deployment in peace-keeping

operations.

Mr. CARDENAS (Argentina) (interpretation from
Spanish): As the Assembly considers agenda item 10, The case of Macedonia, in our opinion, is a perfect
"Report of the Secretary-General on the work of theexample of the effectiveness which can, in theory, be
Organization" (A/48/1), | shall refer both to that recent expected from this type of operation. We believe that this
report and to the report of the Secretary-General, "Antem must continue to be considered both by the General
Agenda for Peace" (A/I47/277). Assembly and by the Secretariat, within the framework of

peace-keeping operations. We believe that we must begin

It is a little more than a year since the publication of by implementing, after due adoption, principles and norms
the report of the Secretary-General requested at the Sumnsdimilar to those used in other peace-keeping operations.
meeting of the Security Council on 31 January 1992. That
report, "An Agenda for Peace", stimulated a thorough Secondly, post-conflict peace-building was another of
consideration in the General Assembly and other organs dhe important subjects considered in "An Agenda for Peace".
the Organization of its important contents and variousThe international community, over the past few years, has
proposals. witnessed a large number of armed conflicts, some of which

have been resolved within the framework of United Nations

The informal working group established by the forces. This emphasizes the fact that there is a close
President of the forty-seventh session carried out intense anélationship between economic development and political
difficult work, which led to the adoption of two resolutions stability. We also believe that this concept requires thorough
47/120 A and 47/120 B, whose texts owe much to the firmstudy and should be dealt with by the Secretary-General in
expert leadership of the representative of Egypt, Ambassaddvis much-anticipated report, "An Agenda for Development".
Elaraby, and to the dedication of all those who shared in his
efforts. Thirdly, with respect to the safety of United Nations

personnel, Argentina participates, with a significant

The Security Council also established a working groupcontingent of troops, in peace-keeping operations. We are
which met from time to time. The result of its deliberations therefore very much aware of the importance and urgency of
is reflected in six statements by the Council's Presidentthe subject of the safety of personnel functioning in peace-
Subsidiary bodies of the Assembly also have some of th&eeping operations. The fatalities this year and the dramatic
wise proposals in the report under consideration. successes of Somalia and Bosnia and Herzegovina bear

dramatic witness to the great seriousness of the problem.

The Argentine Republic has already expressed its
position on the document (A/47/232) presented by the Rio  The Secretary-General has clearly drawn attention to
Group on 28 May 1992, "Guidelines for strengthening thethis subject in his report. Today, the General Assembly is
capacity of the United Nations in the area of preventivegiving special consideration to this as well. We are pleased
diplomacy, peacemaking and peace-keeping". Thathat the item has been included on the agenda of the forty-
document is still valid. eighth session of the General Assembly and that the Sixth

Committee will soon begin consideration of a draft

It would take a long time to carry out a detailed convention on this subject. In this connection, we would

analysis of all the elements in the report of the Secretarylike to give special thanks to the delegations of New Zealand
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and Ukraine for the energy and hard work they put into Concrete steps have been taken to realize the ideas and
promoting this item. proposals contained in the report of the Secretary-General
entitled "An Agenda for Peace" (A/47/277). There has been
Just a few days ago, we took cognizance of the repora strengthening of the potential of the Secretariat for fact-
of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organizatiorfinding and analysis with a view to meeting the early-
(A/48/1). This is a comprehensive document which clearlywarning requirements of the United Nations. Discussion of
illustrates the special period that our Organization is goinghe recommendations of the informal open-ended working
through, as is the entire international system. We appreciatgroup established by the General Assembly has yielded
the methodological approach taken in this report. We toaoncrete results, and the Security Council has also come
believe that the objectives of peace, development anébrward with concrete proposals. These important matters
democracy are inextricably linked, and a global reality.  are being discussed in other organs of the United Nations as
well. There has been further development of new forms of
More specifically regarding our Organization, we preventive diplomacy, fact-finding missions, good-offices
cannot today be indifferent to the crisis around us. Thismissions and goodwill missions, and the dispatch of special
crisis, in our opinion, could, in spite of its complexity, be envoys to areas of tension.
viewed as growing pains, and this is evident in two
particular areas that are closely interrelated: the financial Most praiseworthy are the tremendous efforts
difficulties of the Organization and the vertiginous increaseundertaken by the Secretary-General,
in the number and functions of peace-keeping operations. Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali. He has devoted a great deal of
attention to peacemaking, peace-keeping, and peace-building
Today, we must not only continue to give thought toin post-conflict periods. The question has already been
these matters, but we must seek concrete solutions taised here about peace-keeping operations and the problems
existing problems so as to perfect the machinery for creatinghat arise in this connection for the United Nations and its
executing and concluding these operations, which we wilMember States. In our view, the most vigorous measures
continue to support. If we fail to do so, this crisis, if are needed to enhance the effectiveness of peace-keeping
allowed to continue, will doubtless undermine the credibility operations. At the same time, in their planning and
of the Organization, precisely at a time when it is finally execution the current possibilities and resources of the
being called upon to play the role for which it was originally United Nations must be taken into account.
created.
The Belarus delegation wholeheartedly shares the view
Mr. BELYEV (Belarus)(interpretation from Russian) of the Secretary-General that in the international context,
The delegation of Belarus would like to express to thefrom the standpoint of security, some important events have
Secretary-General its gratitude for his report on the work ofbccurred that have required new methods of settlement and
the Organization (A/48/1). Not only does it give an new efforts on the part of the international community. Itis
appraisal of the current state of the world and information orprecisely in this spirit that we should approach the talks on
the wide-ranging activities of the United Nations and itsthe drafting of a comprehensive nuclear-test ban treaty and
major organs, but it also proposes measures for adapting then extension of the non-proliferation Treaty for an indefinite
Organization to new realities as well as recommendationperiod. = Our Republic has made its own concrete
designed to solve the most important problems. contribution to disarmament, and the Secretary-General
stresses in his report:
This report of the Secretary-General is not only the
longest over the past few years but it is one which contains "I am gratified that Belarus has recently ratified the
many new ideas and recommendations as well as a wealth  non-proliferation Treaty ...". A/48/1, para. 47}
of material on the multifaceted work of the Organization.
One cannot but agree with the Secretary-General when hand | personally would add "and the strategic arms reduction
says that "working for peace provides us with no place ofTreaty".
rest" (A/48/1, para. 5) and that without peace there can be
no development and there can be no democracy (A/48/1, The delegation of the Republic of Belarus agrees with
para. 11). We are therefore satisfied at the fact that théhe view of the Secretary-General that more attention should
report pays so much attention to questions of preventivée devoted to the Economic and Social Council, which has
diplomacy and the settlement of conflicts. the role of improving economic and social cooperation as an
independent objective enshrined in the United Nations
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Charter and also as a prerequisite for enduring global peadature and identified obstacles that hinder further progress in
and security. this area. We fully share the Secretary-General’'s conclusion
that it was a turning-point in the Organization’s work to
At the high-level segment of the substantive session opromote and defend human rights.
the Economic and Social Council in 1992 in New York, our
delegation supported the proposal by the Secretary-General Our delegation took an active part in the preparations
that the Economic and Social Council should submit to thefor the Vienna Conference and in the Conference itself. We
Security Council reports on situations that, in its view, note with satisfaction that, despite initial disagreements,
involved a threat to international peace and securityparticipants in the Conference were able to find a way of
Unfortunately, due attention has not so far been paid to theseoming to agreement, and thus confirmed the universality of
proposals. fundamental human rights and principles and reaffirmed the
status of the human person as the primary subject of human
Our delegation notes with satisfaction the active workrights. Of decisive importance for ensuring fuller respect for
of the Organization on implementing the decisions of thehuman rights is the coordination and cooperation of all
United Nations Conference on Environment andorgans of the United Nations and the specialized agencies,
Development, held from 3 to 14 June 1992 in Rioregional intergovernmental organizations and national
de Janeiro. institutions working in the field.

The Belarus delegation has studied with particular The institutional reform being undertaken in the United
attention part B of Chapter Il of the Secretary-General'sNations, the creation of new machinery for coordinating
report on the work of the Organization. Our Republic is onehumanitarian activities and a step-by-step approach to the
of the countries where interim offices of the United Nationsconcept of transition from emergency assistance to
Development Programme (UNDP) have been opened. Weehabilitation and development are all important steps
have repeatedly stated our support for the Secretarytowards the management of emergency humanitarian
General's efforts to render assistance to countries goingituations. Unfortunately, quite a number of these situations
through a transitional period and to organize comprehensivhave occurred in the Eastern European region. In this
provision by the Organization of services in various areas.regard, the Republic of Belarus supports the expansion of

international preventive measures, which involve the United

The temporary UNDP office in Belarus is performing Nations in difficult humanitarian situations, particularly in
some important practical tasks, meeting developmental need®t spots, on the basis of the full consent of the parties
and also supporting the process of our society’s transition taoncerned.
new forms of organization. It has become an important link
in the chain of coordination of the operational activities of However, | would like to stress our profound concern
the various specialized agencies and programmes within thet the fact that the United Nations has found itself more and
United Nations system in our country. more frequently involved on a larger and larger scale, and

having to react not only to the humanitarian consequences of

Our delegation shares the Secretary-General’s profoundatural catastrophes or technological disasters but also to the
concern about the unsatisfactory financial situation of ourconsequences of ethnic conflicts and political instability.
Organization. Given the gravity of this situation, and despiteTherefore, the highest priority of our Organization should, in
our extremely difficult economic and financial situation, the our view, be the prevention of a deterioration of the
Government of Belarus has made a contribution in théhumanitarian crises in any part of the world today.
amount of $3.5 million to the Organization’s budget. At the
same time, we expect the Organization, in the form of its In this context, | would also like to touch on the
major organ, the General Assembly, to take measuresonsequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe which occurred
ensuring that Belarus's financial obligation to the more than seven years ago. Our delegation shares the deep
Organization is in strict concordance with its real capacity tofeelings of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who
pay. was recently able to visit one of the countries hardest hit by

the Chernobyl disaster and see for himself that the

An important event in the life of the United Nations consequences of this tragedy are still affecting the everyday
was the World Conference on Human Rights, which madédife of millions of people. The Republic of Belarus will
it possible to analyse and take stock of all previous Uniteddevelop a new approach on the part of the United Nations
Nations work in defending and promoting human rights.system to activities in stricken regions, worked out in
The Conference also indicated major areas of activity for the&onjunction with the new United Nations Special
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Coordinator on Chernobyl, Mr. Jan Eliasson. The approach  Records of the General Assembly, Forty-eighth session,
received widespread support at the coordinating meeting in  Plenary Meetings, 14th meeting, p. [J1]
Minsk this May, and also at the summer meeting of the
Economic and Social Council. During the forty-seventh session of the General
Assembly, the report of the Secretary-General entitled "An
I would like to stress that broad international support inAgenda for Peace" was thoroughly discussed and the
dealing with the wide range of problems inherited frommembers of the Non-Aligned Movement contributed
Chernobyl, particularly humanitarian problems, could be onepositively during the negotiations and discussions on the
of the most crucial guarantees of the strengthening ofeport which led to the adoption of resolutions 47/120 and
democracy and economic and other reforms in our country 47/120 B. My delegation maintains that the principles of
not to mention the importance of the lessons of Chernobysovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and
for the whole of the international community. non-interference in the internal affairs of States must be
respected in the process of implementing the
In conclusion, | would like to express our gratitude for recommendations contained in the resolutions and in the
this opportunity to make some comments in connection witmegotiations that may be conducted in the future on the
the discussion of the report of the Secretary-General on theutstanding issues.
work of the Organization.
It is unfortunate to note that certain countries have
Mr. KHARRAZI (Islamic Republic of Iran): My interpreted some aspects of "An Agenda for Peace" as
delegation wishes to express our appreciation to théncreasing the prerogatives of the Security Council at the
Secretary-General of the Organization and his staff for thexpense of the General Assembly. We believe that such
report on the work of the Organization. It is not my connotations should be rejected and that the role of the
delegation’s intention to touch upon all matters contained inGeneral Assembly as the supreme organ of the United
the present report, which includes issues ranging from peacédations should be upheld. Article 24 of the Charter clearly
keeping in different parts of the world to financial problems states that the Security Council acts on behalf of the
of the Organization. My delegation will, in due course, Members of the United Nations. Therefore, the Security
expound on different issues contained in the report duringCouncil should be accountable to the General Assembly,
the current deliberations of the General Assembly in thewhich is composed of the entire membership. The General
plenary as well as in the Main Committees. Rather, | will Assembly must exercise its powers and functions relevant to
confine myself to addressing certain areas of the report ithe maintenance of international peace and security in
general terms which might shed light on the properaccordance with the Charter. Noting the Secretary-General's
functioning of the United Nations in the future. view that the agenda of the General Assembly is in need of
some rationalization, my delegation believes that the
Let me first emphasize that my delegation is convincedrevitalization of the work of the General Assembly,
that the United Nations, as the world Organization, canincluding the rationalization of the agenda, should be
provide the framework for effective cooperation andconducted through an informal open-ended working group,
dialogue among Member States based on the principleas reflected in resolution 47/233. We are prepared to work
enshrined in the Charter. The United Nations has a cruciah this working group towards that end.
role to play in maintaining international peace and security
and fostering a just and equitable system of international  In the wake of the cold war, the Security Council has
relations. In this regard, the Foreign Minister of the Islamicexpanded its activities. As reflected in the
Republic of Iran, addressing the current session of thé&ecretary-General's report, during the period from 1 January
General Assembly, emphasized that: 1992 to 31 August 1993, the Council held numerous
meetings and adopted numerous resolutions and statements.
"A balanced, objective and far-sighted approach toMy delegation appreciates the fact that the Security Council
various international political, economic and cultural has been meeting almost continuously and that it has studied
crises and challenges, based on justice and on tha variety of security threats around the world. Now the
common principles and objectives enshrined in thequestion is whether the Security Council - especially its
Charter, is the most fundamental requirement for thepermanent members - has acted resolutely and expeditiously
restoration and enhancement of the credibility of theto uphold justice and the principles of the Charter to reverse
Organization, and can also play a significant role inaggression. Has the Council shown the necessary political
securing long-term stability and trust." Official  will to stop applying double standards?
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Unfortunately, the Security Council has been unable to  The Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement, the
shoulder its responsibilities in dealing with some clear casedmbassador of Indonesia, and the Chairman of the Group of
of aggression, the most recent of which is the Serbiary7, the Ambassador of Colombia, have already expressed
aggression against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovinajews which largely reflect the substance of my delegation’s
a Member of the United Nations. The Security Councilideas. The report reflects a deep comprehension of the
should ensure that its role conforms to its mandate astrong currents of history flowing in these troubled yet
defined in the Charter. Furthermore, the Council shouldnteresting times. The report manifests the
respect the principle of transparency in its work and avoidSecretary-General's vast academic qualifications, his
undemocratic practices and hidden agendas. In this regarctknowned diplomatic experience and skills, and his political
the Islamic Republic of Iran concurs with the courage in standing up in defence of justice, equity and
Secretary-General's view that: peace. The report brings out the many achievements of the

Organization as well as the challenges which require urgent

"Informal consultations should be punctuated by moreand prompt response. My delegation is particularly

formal meetings in order both to inform, and to seekimpressed by the comprehensive manner in which the report

support from, the wider circle of Member States." established linkages underlying the need to take a composite

(A/48/1, para. 38 approach for the realization of lasting peace around the
world.
The current international climate is conducive to
working urgently on the issue of reactivating the As the Secretary-General has said, the United Nations

North-South dialogue to strengthen international economidias a second chance today to live up to the role envisaged
cooperation for development. During the recent Ministerialfor it under its Charter. The euphoria of yesterday is being
Meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement, held in New York tempered by the sobering realities of today. But we must
on 4 October 1993, the Ministers noted that the persistemot allow temporary difficulties in implementing the will of
recession in the developing countries and continuinghe world community to cloud the vision and promise of the
economic stagnation in many of them were stifling theirUnited Nations Charter.
development efforts. In our opinion, the United Nations has
a central role in promoting international cooperation for The Pakistan delegation is particularly gratified that the
development and in bringing development issues to thé&ecretary-General has drawn the attention of the world
attention of the international community. In this regard, mycommunity to the problem of Jammu and Kashmir in
delegation appreciates the work of the Secretary-General iparagraph 352 of the report. The suppression of the right of
the preparation of a report on an agenda for development, a&elf-determination in Kashmir has led to massive violations
requested in General Assembly resolution 47/181, and looksf human rights. It also threatens international peace and
forward to receiving the preliminary report of the security, and my delegation deems it entirely appropriate that
Secretary-General, to be submitted to the current session dfie issue remains under consideration by the United Nations.
the General Assembly, as noted in the Secretary-Generalla this connection, it may be stated that the United Nations
report on the work of the Organization. Military Observer Group for India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP)
has an essential role to play in ameliorating this grave
To conclude, | wish to refer to the measures taken bysituation and reducing tension and conflict. UNMOGIP
the Secretariat to enhance productivity in conferenceshould be enabled fully to carry out its mandate to patrol the
services, as reflected in the Secretary-General's report. Miine of control on both sides.
delegation is of the view that the introduction of these
measures has caused difficulties for the proper functioning  Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali has offered
of the work of delegations. Cognizant of the difficult his good offices to India and Pakistan to help in resolving
financial situation of the United Nations, my delegation the Kashmir question. Pakistan welcomes this initiative and
wishes to emphasize the importance of providing fullhas conveyed its acceptance of the Secretary-General's offer
services to Member States in terms of both conferencef good offices.
services and distribution of documents.
Mr. ROWE (Australia): We welcome the very
Mr. MARKER (Pakistan): My delegation would like comprehensive and focused report (A/48/1) which the
to express its profound appreciation to the Secretary Gener&8ecretary-General has presented on the work of the United
for his report on the work of the Organization contained inNations over the past 12 months.
document A/48/1.



31st meeting - Friday, 15 October 1993 17

The report demonstrates unequivocally that with theOrganization. There have been very practical consequences
changes which have occurred in the world in recent yearssince then in implementing the recommendations in the
the United Nations now has a pivotal and more challengingAgenda, as mentioned in the report on the work of the
role to perform than at any other time in its history in Organization. But more remains to be done.
establishing world order and in seizing the opportunity to
make progress across the range of activities within its In his address to the General Assembly at its
mandate as set out in the Charter. 5th plenary meeting, two weeks ago, the Australian Minister

for Foreign Affairs, Senator Gareth Evans, presented a study

We share the Secretary-General’s view that the patterentitted Cooperating for Peage which represented an
of the past 12 months displays three realities: theAustralian contribution to the ongoing debate begun by "An
comprehensive nature of the global challenge; theAgenda for Peace". In Cooperating for Peace
indispensability of the United Nations, and the gap that hasenator Evans identified seven priority areas for change, to
been revealed by the fact that the demands of Member Stategve the United Nations that comprehensive capacity to meet
on the Organization are not matched by the resourcethe challenges of our times.
provided.

The first is to restructure the Secretariat to ensure that

The challenges presented by these realities arthe Secretary-General has an effective chain of command
considerable, not least because of the essentiality of workingxercising authority over major United Nations operations,
to achieve a unified and integrated approach to peaceand to consolidate and coordinate in a more orderly and
development and democracy. manageable way the present range of departments and

agencies. We support the proposal that the

These changes and these challenges require responsgscretary-General create a new senior structure at United
of substance. But in addition to dealing with eachNations Headquarters, under which he would have four
substantive issue - whether in the field of peace, arm®eputy Secretaries-General responsible respectively for
control, economic development, human rights or thePeace and Security, Economic and Social Affairs,
response to non-military threats to security - we areHumanitarian Affairs, and Administration and Management.
compelled to add to the list of those tasks the need to refornkach such Deputy would have full executive responsibility
ourselves, to renew our institutions. for the operational issues falling within his or her portfolio,

subject only to direction by the Secretary-General. This

The report indicates the Secretary-General’s readinessould be a big change, and it is not the first time it has been
to implement change and records practical steps which haveroposed, but it is the change that, more than anything else
been taken so far, in several areas. We welcome thig our view, would create the conditions for more orderly
approach. and effective management throughout the United Nations

system.

However, if the United Nations is to play, with
maximum effectiveness, the central role which is now The second priority need is to resolve conclusively the
demanded of it, then further change - further reform - in thecritical funding problem of the United Nations.
system really is necessary. Unless the Organization develo@verwhelmingly, the problem is one that has been created
a comprehensive capacity to address today’s and tomorrowlsy Member States and is entirely within our ability to
problems, there is a real risk of its gradually losing, with resolve by meeting our assessed contributions for regular
Governments and peoples around the world, the credibilitypudgets and peace operations in full and on time. If the
it needs to survive. bulk of current arrears were to be paid by the end of this

year, the United Nations finances would be in a quite

This is particularly so in relation to the role of the healthy position, with the Working Capital Fund, the Peace-
United Nations and the international community generally inkeeping Reserve Fund and the Special Account all
securing peace in the world of the 1990s and beyond. Thiseplenished, and the Organization in a position to meet all
particular role is vital because, as the Secretary-Generautstanding troop-contribution costs.
notes, without peace there can be no development and there
can be no democracy. The third priority is to improve the management of

peace operations, both at Headquarters and in the field.

The Secretary-General's invaluable document "AnSome very significant and useful steps have been taken in
Agenda for Peace" (A/47/277) stimulated a majorthis regard and are mentioned in the Secretary-General's
international debate on this particular role for thereport, such as more clearly defining the respective roles of
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the Department of Peace-keeping Operations and theonflict. Much of the United Nations system is, in fact,
Department of Political Affairs and incorporating the Field concerned with peace-building in the form of activities such
Operations Division into the Department of Peace-keepings the making of international law, disarmament, economic
Operations. But more remains to be done, including inand social advancement, sustainable development,
particular the development over time of a properlydemocratization and institution-building. But much more
constituted general staff to plan and manage the militarcan be done, organizationally, to link these activities
dimensions of such operations. together, recognize their security significance and ensure that
they are pursued with a sense of common purpose.
The fourth priority is to give special attention to the
machinery of preventive diplomacy, again both at The remaining priority, a very large subject in itself, is
Headquarters and in the field. These efforts have beeto regenerate the Security Council - not because it is now
largely ad hoc in the past, although the Department ofwvorking ineffectively, but because its manifest lack of
Political Affairs is gradually building a core of appropriate representativeness is beginning to have an impact on its
expertise. Quite apart from anything else, there is aregitimacy. The Security Council is the linchpin of the
overwhelming cost advantage in doing more to stop disputes/hole United Nations peace and security system, and it is in
becoming armed conflicts. We welcome both theno one’s interest that its credibility should be allowed to
recognition in the report that preventive diplomacy is nowerode gradually. The outstanding questions about the size
becoming understood as a vital field for practical action andand shape of the Council should certainly be resolved by the
the Secretary-General's own involvement in preventivetime of the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations, in
diplomacy. We consider that the most promising approaci995. Indeed, this remains an ideal target date for the
to upgrading United Nations preventive diplomacy would beachievement of a whole range of necessary organizational
one which gave the Organization the capacity to offer areforms.
dispute resolution service to its Members, providing skilled
third-party assistance through good offices and mediation.  Our survival in the 1990s and beyond will depend on
We suggest in this respect the creation of a number obur developing a new understanding of what constitutes
regionally located peace and security resource centres to hefiecurity and what contributes to it. It will depend on our
carry out both preventive diplomacy and peacemakingcapacity to think clearly about how to react to new security
functions closer to the area where problems arise. We alsproblems as they arise. It will depend on us all developing
suggest there be a substantial upgrading of the informatioand sustaining habits of dialogue and a real commitment to
and analytical capability available to the Department ofcooperating for peace. And it is through peace that we shall
Political Affairs for these and related purposes. be able to make headway with regard to the urgent need for
development in all its many dimensions.
The fifth priority is to rethink the system of
humanitarian relief coordination. Despite advances thathave The attainment of peace, development and democracy
been made with the creation of the Department ofwill also, though, depend on our willingness to rethink and
Humanitarian Affairs, we think some basic structural reshape our institutions, particularly the United Nations, so
problems remain. We propose that they be addressed inthat they can cope with the new realities. The Australian
rather radical way by the creation of a new disaster responggroposals are offered in this constructive spirit.
agency - combining the relief and basic rehabilitation
functions of the Office of the United Nations High The Secretary-General's report clearly reflects his
Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Children’scommitment to meeting the challenges posed by these new
Fund and the World Food Programme - which would workrealities. He acknowledges in his introduction that the
directly with the suggested Deputy Secretary-General forenaissance of the United Nations remains in question and
Humanitarian Affairs. that the international community stands at a turning-point.
Thus, his report is a stimulus to greater realism, engagement,
The sixth priority, as we see it, is to take various stepseffort and political creativity. We should all work with the
to raise the profile within the United Nations system of Secretary-General to achieve the realization of that objective,
peace-building. This is the point of intersection between thavhich we all share, of a more stable world order through a
peace and security role of the United Nations and itsstronger and more effective United Nations.
economic and social role, and it should be given recognition
and emphasis as such. The pursuit of peace and security has Mr. YASSIN (Sudan)(interpretation from Arabic): In
to include the satisfaction of basic human needs as well adiscussing the Secretary-General's report (A/48/1) dated
the direct prevention, containment and settlement of armed0 September 1993, which covers the period between the



31st meeting - Friday, 15 October 1993 19

forty-seventh and the forty-eighth sessions of the General As regards Agenda 21, Sudan, in its regional context,
Assembly, we must commend the report. Unlike the reportdias cooperated fully and has provided all the environmental
of previous years, it is quite long - the longest and moststudies that could contribute to this great humanitarian effort
detailed document on the work of the Organization overaimed at sparing the world grave environmental disasters.
12 months. It covers many vital points of interest to theDespite the close cooperation between Sudan and the United
international community in the areas of development and th&lations Environment Programme, we are still eager to have
achievement of international peace and security. further cooperation in the field of environmental law and in
completing the establishment of our environmental
It is not our intention to deal with this significant institutions so that we may be able to implement the
document analytically. My delegation may find an recommendations of the Earth Summit in Rio, especially in
opportunity to deal with some of its aspects at length in thethe field of combating drought and decertification.
General Assembly’'s competent Committees. However, it
may be appropriate here to deal briefly with some of the It may be fitting here to refer to the pioneering role that
aspects covered by the report together with those aspectise Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and
which relate directly to Sudan. Development (IGADD) could play in the field of combating
decertification, drought and the monitoring of environmental
We associate ourselves with the Secretary-General'disasters if it is provided with the adequate funding and
idea expressed in part Il of the report, "Developing thetechnical support it requires for the important projects it has
global community”, that we must stop and reflect on thissubmitted and continues to submit to the donor country in
important issue that is so vital to all human societies. It haorder for them to consider the possibility of providing the
to do with global development activities, operational necessary funding. The Authority can play a significant role
activities for development, regional development activitiesthat would complement the efforts of the competent United
and human rights. Nations agencies in preventing the catastrophes that may
overwhelm the Horn of Africa and Eastern Africa. From
We agree with the premise that human development irthis rostrum, we call for all possible support to that
its social and economic dimensions is the essentiafuthority and invite all United Nations agencies to extend to
foundation of all global development efforts. We look it the close cooperation it needs. We look forward to
forward to the Secretary-General’s initiative on an agendaarticipating effectively in the World Summit for Social
for development, and hope that it will set the guidelines forDevelopment, scheduled for 1995 in Copenhagen, as it is
the Organization’s work in the future in both the economicintended to deal with issues that have a direct bearing on the
and the social fields. developing world. In the same spirit, we look forward to
participating in the Fourth World Conference on Women,
One of the reasons which led to the emergence ofcheduled for 1995 in Beijing, as we expect the Conference
social and economic hotbeds of tension in the developingo focus on the importance of the pioneering role of women
world has been the neglect of development in those twdn developing human societies and because we are convinced
major areas. While most of the countries of the developinghat the achievements of women since the Third World
world have liberated themselves from colonialist domination,Conference on Women, held in Nairobi in 1985, will
they are still in thrall to unfair economic and commercial encourage us to deploy efforts towards the advancement of
and monetary systems. They have been calling, througtvomen.
their regional institutions, for activating the North/South
dialogue and for alleviating the debt burden that has broken ~ As regards the activities of the United Nations
their backs and deprived them of the ability to achieveChildren’s Fund (UNICEF) mentioned in the report, it
economic growth and prosperity. The developed countriebehoves us here to commend the close cooperation by this
have to abandon their conditions within the framework ofprogramme with the Government of Sudan in many areas,
bilateral economic and monetary cooperation and to embarikcluding those of expanded immunization, oral rehydration
upon collective multilateral negotiations. We seek a suitablgherapy, provision of fresh water and health services for
mechanism that would make it possible to achieve this endnothers and children, a matter which has led to a fall in
Having said this, we must state that there can be ndnfant and mother mortality rates. UNICEF also works in
development for the countries of the developing world unlesgoncert with the Government of Sudan in combating the
they are enabled to acquire modern technology and tguinea-worm disease and in dealing with the imbalances that
acquaint themselves with the scientific methods ofresult from iodine deficiency.
development. This is a matter we hope the Secretary-
General’'s development programme will touch upon.
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Given the importance my country attaches to mothersHowever, we are sure that those organizations and agencies
and children’s health, a high council for child health carehave discharged their mandates.
under the personal supervision of the Head of the State has
been established. Also, a giant Ministry of Social Planning We share with the international community the great
has been established with a view to promoting the welfarénterest it takes in human rights issues. We thank the
of Sudanese citizens in every respect. Secretary-General for his keen interest in that area and hope
that he will be able to build the necessary institutions to deal
As for the United Nations Development Programmewith human rights. We have participated effectively in the
(UNDP) we commend Mr. Speth, the Administrator of the Vienna World Conference on Human Rights. We have
programme which is of great importance to us in thewarned and continue to warn against selectivity and double
developing countries. However, alleviating the intensity ofstandards when applying human rights standards. Human
poverty, the management of development, the environmenights are fundamental and should not be politicized. Also,
and natural resources, enhancing the role of women ithe right to development is an inherent human right.
development, ensuring technical cooperation and harnessing
science and technology in the service of development are  As regards the establishment of the post of a high
objectives which cannot be achieved except by increasing theommissioner for human rights, it may be necessary for this
Programme’s technical and financial capabilities. We looksession and the working groups of the relevant Committees
forward to further efforts by this important Programme andin focusing on the principle of establishing such a post to
closer cooperation with other United Nations specializedocus on the parameters of the mandate and sphere of
agencies as well as with international and regional financiatompetence of that important post, as well as on the
institutions. necessary consensus which we hope will be achieved on this
issue.
Once peace is established in Sudan, we look forward to
increased cooperation with the Programme in the repatriation  As for the fourth chapter concerning preventive
of displaced persons and refugees and the rebuilding of atliplomacy, humanitarian assistance and conflict resolution,
that has been devastated by war. We wish to restore thee hope that "An Agenda for Peace" will be organically
social fabric in the South and to enable the citizens there ttinked to the development programme proposed by the
return to normal life and to obtain their basic needs. Secretary-General. In this regard, we associate ourselves
with those who have spoken before us about the activities of
We wish to express our full appreciation for the the Security Council which have intensified recently. We
remarks in the report of the Secretary-General concerningope that the Security Council will take it upon itself to
the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) implement its resolutions in a balanced manner that avoids
because of its assistance in implementing our plan aimed aliscrimination. We hope that the General Assembly will be
linking the priorities of our national development policies to a genuine partner in the making of resolutions relating to
population activities. We have received appropriateinternational peace and security. Preventive diplomacy and
assistance in formulating the plans of the last census in theonflict resolution cannot be practiced unless they are
country. pursued in full cooperation with regional organizations.
Peace cannot be preserved and maintained without removing
Within the framework of our cooperation with the the causes of national and regional conflicts with all their
World Food Programme (WFP) as contained in the report ofocial and economic aspects. We cannot but pay tribute to
the Secretary-General, Sudan offered 153,000 tonnes of grathe Organization of African Unity (OAU) which has been
to the World Food Programme to be distributed to all theable to contain numerous conflicts in Africa, and hope that
needy in the country, especially in the southern part. Ninetyther regional organizations will follow suit.
thousand tonnes have been distributed but we have not been
able to deliver the remainder. We hope that countries and  The turmoil in Bosnia and Herzegovina cannot be
institutions in a position to do so will help us meet our considered by any yardstick as one of the successes of
commitments by providing land, river and air transportpreventive diplomacy. Having said that, we command, from
facilities. this rostrum, United Nations successes in Cambodia and El
Salvador while calling for a complete revision of its role in
The chapter that we mentioned deals with many of theSomalia, especially with regard to departures from their
activities by several agencies and organizations. The limitsnandates by United Nations forces in that country.
of time make it difficult to enumerate those activities.



31st meeting - Friday, 15 October 1993 21

My delegation wishes to refer here, in particular, tothe same token, those circles that lend material, moral or
paragraphs 492 and 493 of the report which relate directlyolitical support to the rebellion in southern Sudan should
to current events in Sudan. | wish to commend in thisdesist from doing so in order to put an end to the human
respect the report's highlighting of the many efforts suffering in the areas of conflict and since such support
deployed by my country with the aim of ensuring delivery constitutes interference in my country’s internal affairs.
of humanitarian relief to all citizens without any Sudan has welcomed all initiatives by the leaders of
discrimination whatever, wherever they may be, includingkenya, Uganda and Nigeria and by international personages
the areas of rebellion and military operations. This is asuch as the former United States President Mr. Carter.
precedent and model to be presented to the internation&udan has also welcomed the recent initiatives of Presidents
community, represented by Operation Lifeline and theMoi, Museveni, Zenawi and Afwerki of Kenya, Uganda,
ensuing agreements between the United NationsEthiopia and Eritrea respectively aimed at reaching a
international non-governmental and voluntary organizationspeaceful solution to the conflict in southern Sudan through
as well as the rebellion movement, with all its various negotiations and at breaking the present deadlock. In this
factions in December 1992 and 1993, and with thespirit we maintain that the international community is duty
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Marchbound to observe the principles of the Charter and
1993. international law in order to promote the peace efforts in

Sudan and to refrain from taking measures that would

While we consider paragraph 493 of the report on thecontribute, in one way or another, to impeding the
Sudan to be positive on the whole, we notice that it does natichievement of this objective.
refer with enough clarity to the mission of
Ambassador Traxler or to the reasons of my Government's  Mr. PIRIZ BALLON (Uruguay) (interpretation from
reservations, at first, on that mission. My country’s positionSpanish): We should like first of all to express our
stemmed from the fact that the framework of Ambassadocongratulations to the Secretary-General on the report
Traxler's task had not been defined in an unambiguougA/48/1) he has submitted to us on the work of the
manner and that it was reported that the mission hadrganization. We admire the exhaustive information he has
political dimensions which encroached upon our nationabiven us and appreciate his deep analysis of the problems
sovereignty as it was defined without prior consultation withconfronting the Organization, problems that reflect the very
my Government. When the purely humanitarian frameworkcomplex reality the international community must face.
of the mission was clarified, my country welcomed it and
hospitably received the Ambassador, thus ensuring the full ~ That objective reality is not fundamentally the result of
success of the mission and the achievement of its objectiveanything the Organization, its Members or its leaders and

administration - that is, the Secretariat - have done or have

Sudan, in line with its ethical and cultural beliefs, hasfailed to do. The reality - the world situation in which we
always been faithful to the donors of assistance to its peopldive today - is the result of the collapse of an unjust political
Therefore, the contents of paragraph 482 of the report whicbrder that has not been replaced by the new order of peace
mentions the murder of United Nations staff who worked inand equity that all the peoples of the world had hoped for.
humanitarian programmes are indeed a source of sorrow tBhe resulting disorder manifests itself in xenophobia, racism,
us. However, the report has remained silent with regard tdiistorical resentments, political intolerance, tribal conflicts
the parity that perpetrated this evil deed, namely theand so on. Nor has there been any lack of illegitimate
rebellion movement which has assassinated four reliepolitical ambitions on the part of individuals, nations and
workers and launched numerous attacks on relief craft, thuslans that, taking advantage of chaotic conditions, seek to
turning this humanitarian effort into a weapon which it usesgain ascendancy through force and violence.
to starve and coerce the innocent into joining its ranks.

We all recognize that the background and, in large part,

I wish also to refer to paragraph 488 of the reportthe primary cause of these ills is the influence of economic
which dealt with human suffering in a number of countries,and social factors that affect developing countries in
including the Sudan. particular. In this regard, the Secretary-General's report

points out quite rightly the linkage between peace and

My country absolutely believes the current conflict in development, and we eagerly look forward to the submission
southern Sudan cannot be resolved militarily but must bef the report on an agenda for development.
resolved through genuinely peace-oriented negotiations. We
call upon the international community to give its blessings In the face of the potentially apocalyptic state of affairs
to the efforts of the Sudan Government in this respect. Bywe have just described, this question arises: who, what
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forces or what centres of power will be able to imposeStates that is asked, in view of the urgency of the situation,
order? Equally important is the question of how a newto produce concrete ideas and suggestions.
system of international relations can be created and what
form it will take, a system whose principles and norms In that regard we believe that the strengthening of the
reaffirm the concept of States while also recognizing theOrganization must lead to greater effectiveness in the
intrinsic rights of human beings. There seems to be naxecution of the mandates entrusted to the Secretary-General.
Power or alliance of Powers in the world that is willing and For this reason, in the case of interim offices, though we
materially able to exercise its authority unilaterally, and letfully share the position of the Group of 77 that such offices
us be thankful for that. What is more, certain isolationistmust never assume political functions, we recognize as quite
tendencies can be perceived. Apparently - and we shouldalid the desire to impose greater coordination and
like to believe it to be so - the fruit of the advances made ineffectiveness on operational activities, in keeping with
international ethics is the preference for achieving a newGeneral Assembly resolution 47/199. This subject could
order based on multilateral, participatory action, though ourlso be dealt with in the context of the questions related to
hope is tempered by the evidence that, while all States aréne process of restructuring the economic and social system.
equal, some are more equal than others. In any case, such an approach would help to clear up
However, there is a consensus that on the basis ahisunderstandings and ease concerns regarding the character
participatory multilateralism it must be the United Nations and competencies of those offices.
that carries out the laborious task of establishing an order
that is politically acceptable to all and that at the same time In summary, this and other subjects and ideas dealt with
aims at solving urgent economic and social problems. If wan the Secretary-General’s report deserve our Government’s
decide to assign this crucial role to the United Nations, wespecial attention. We are prepared to consider them and
must recognize that the first priority must be to put out thetheir adoption so long as, in the General Assembly and other
fires, to halt, contain or at least mitigate conflicts. At the bodies, we have removed certain elements in which, for the
same time, we shall have to act effectively and swiftly tosake of pragmatism and effectiveness, the constitutional
attack the underlying causes of many of these tragediesuthority of the Secretariat may be exceeded. This is the
underdevelopment, dire poverty and the unjust order thatery criterion we apply when examining the paragraphs on
prevails in the economic and trade relations between nationgreventive diplomacy and the future of peace-keeping
operations.
Obviously, in order to take up such a formidable
challenge we need to strengthen the United Nations and  Uruguay believes that the net result of what has been
make sure that we do not thereby trample on inviolabledone is unquestionably positive. Millions of people all
principles such as the sovereignty of States, non-interventioacross the world can bear witness to the effective action of
and the self-determination of peoples. Strengthening théhe Organization, and Uruguay is very proud to take part in
United Nations within these terms means faithfully this collective enterprise.
interpreting the Charter as regards the allocation of
competencies among the various organs of the system. We regard peace-keeping operations as an element in
the political settlement of a given conflict through the
In this context we must also strengthen the Secretariat’'sreation of a climate of stability. Obviously, however, they
capacity for taking initiatives and expressing views, but notare not appropriate to every crisis.
of taking decisions. In this connection, my country has from
the outset paid tribute to the Secretary-General for his  What, then, are the prerequisites for the deployment of
proposals in "An Agenda for Peace". In addition, for a peace-keeping force?
reasons of urgency, many of the initiatives suggested therein
have been implemented in the course of events through In our opinion, the first is strict compliance with the
action by the Security Council and in most cases with theprinciples of international law, as enshrined in the Charter -
tacit or express approval of the General Assembly or then particular, the peaceful settlement of dispute, non-
Member States. intervention in internal affairs, and the self-determination of
peoples.
If we are to judge the Secretariat’s performance, let us
not beat around the bush: we would excuse certain errors The second prerequisite is the existence of a viable,
that may have been committed, but what we would notprecise and well articulated mandate, providing, so far as
excuse is the inertia of a body under the control of Membeipossible, a realistic timetable - something that requires a
Security Council decision based on reliable information. We
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are very happy to note the steady improvement in the  The issues dealt with in the report relate to several
formulation of peace plans and the tendency to approve vergnajor items before the General Assembly at the current
clearly defined mandates. Similarly, we warmly welcomesession. My delegation will deal with them as appropriate
the increase in the planning capacity of the Secretariatvhen the relevant agenda items are taken up at plenary
which should be manifested in expansion of the Departmenineetings or at meetings of the Main Committees. | have in
of Peace-keeping Operations. mind, in particular, the Secretary-General's views with
regard to peace-keeping operations. At this stage, | wish to
The third important factor is unified command and make a few general observations.
control by the Secretary-General, under the political
supervision of the Security Council. Strict implementation My delegation shares the Secretary-General’s opinion
of this principle is essential to the success of any operatiorthat the United Nations has a central role to play in
Unified command must be scrupulously respected. advancing peace, security and development. In this context,
| wish to refer to the address given by the Prime Minister of
Fourthly, the safety of personnel - military or civilian - Nepal last Wednesday, in the course of the general debate.
involved in operations must, so far as possible, beThe Prime Minister said that bridging the gap between the
guaranteed. In this respect, we welcome the recent Securigeveloped and the developing countries is an integral part of
Council resolution on the subject and General Assemblythe efforts to strengthen world peace and security. He said
resolution 47/120 B. We support the initiative of New also that the current climate in international relations
Zealand and Ukraine in proposing that the Sixth Committegoresents an opportunity to reactivate North-South dialogue
discuss the preparation of a draft convention on the securitgnd to enhance South-South cooperation.  With this
of personnel. expectation, my delegation looks forward to the
Secretary-General's agenda for development, which, we
Fifthly, there must be adequate financing. This will trust, will provide firm ground for an exchange of views on
necessitate careful supervision of the budget and of tha framework for concrete action to promote international
conduct of the operation and a renewed formal commitmentooperation for development.
by countries to pay their contributions fully and on time.
The delegation of Nepal agrees with the
The sixth requirement is the non-use of force. ActionSecretary-General that it is important to promote democracy
under Chapter VIl of the Charter or operations with broadin all aspects of international relations - particularly within
mandates, in what might be called the grey area - includinghe United Nations system. In this exercise, the General
the imposition of sanctions and the use of force - should béAssembly occupies one of the most important positions.
undertaken only after the failure of political measures asTogether with fellow members of the Non-Aligned
provided for in Chapter VI. Movement, Nepal has supported the proposals aimed at
revitalizing the General Assembly. We are pleased that you,
Faced with the crises in Somalia, Haiti and Bosnia,Mr. President, intend to continue this process during the
people yield easily to frustration and to the temptation tocurrent session.
indulge in criticism of United Nations actions. We do not
believe that the Organization is above criticism. On the On the question of strengthening the United Nations, it
contrary, we are quite prepared to make whateveis important that action be taken to ensure that the Security
contribution we can to its improvement. However, beforeCouncil is representative in character and that there is
engaging in blind, emotional criticism, we must give sometransparency in its activities. We have communicated to the
thought to the fact that the United Nations is only the sumSecretary-General our views on the composition of the
of its Members. Thus, we are all bound to its successes an@ouncil. My delegation looks forward to a more detailed
its failures. In varying degrees, but collectively, we are alldiscussion of this question later in the session.
responsible for the fruits of the labours of the Organization.
My delegation will provide all possible support for the
Secretary-General’s efforts to streamline the Secretariat and
Mr. MISHRA (Nepal): The Secretary-General has the Organization’s presence in the field. We understand that
described his annual report to the General Assembly as thihe Secretary-General is motivated by the desire to increase
longest for many years. My delegation greatly appreciategfficiency and cost-effectiveness. Nepal, as a least-
his comprehensive overview of the activities of the Uniteddeveloped country, values the multilateral assistance for its
Nations during the past year. development efforts. My delegation therefore emphasizes
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that restructuring and streamlining should not be at the cogieferred to by the Secretary-General in paragraph 352 of his
of the loss of programmes and projects for development. report.

The report of the Secretary-General, "An Agenda for The PRESIDENT. | would appeal to representatives
Peace", was the subject of extensive discussions during the be as brief as possible, as the hour is late.
forty-seventh session. The General Assembly has adopted
two important resolutions dealing with various proposals of Mr. KHAN (Pakistan): | shall be as brief as possible,
the Secretary-General. My delegation believes that thé&eeping in mind the statement of the Indian representative.
concepts and proposals in "An Agenda for Peace" are
evolutionary. This is an ongoing process, and my delegation ~ First, | note with satisfaction that the Indian
is ready to cooperate in further discussions. Government has at least taken note of the relevant paragraph
in the Secretary-General’s report. That is heartening. But
The PRESIDENT. A number of delegations have what followed was very disheartening. Yes, there is a Simla
asked to speak in exercise of the right of reply, and | shallAgreement between Pakistan and India. The Simla
call on them now. Agreement does not preclude discussion or deliberation of
this issue in international forums. There are Security
Mr. ANSARI (India): My delegation asked to speak at Council resolutions - numerous Security Council resolutions
this late hour only on account of the remarks relating to my- which mandate that the final disposition of the Jammu and
country in the statement on this agenda item by theKashmir dispute should be in accordance with the wishes of
representative of Pakistan. My Government has taken notihe people, through a free and impartial plebiscite under the
of the paragraph on India and Pakistan in the Secretaryauspices of the United Nations. So the Simla Agreement is
General’s report to the General Assembly. It appreciates higot restrictive. As a matter of fact, it was one of the efforts
reference to the Simla Agreement and to the commitmeninade by Pakistan in good faith to solve this problem.
therein of the two sides to resolve the issues peacefully,
through negotiations. | would also like to point out that the Simla Agreement
was signed in 1972. Twenty-one years have passed. Has
The Government of India reaffirms its belief that such India once, just once, seriously proposed discussing the
negotiations should be conducted bilaterally, in the letter andammu and Kashmir issue under the Simla Agreement?
spirit of the Simla Agreement, and without external Yes, it has been making statements to the press; it has been
interference, and calls upon the Government of Pakistan tasing it for propaganda purposes; but has it ever discussed
eschew the path of violence and terrorism and revert to ther proposed discussing this issue under the Simla
Simla process for resolving bilateral issues, in the largelAgreement? Pakistan has indeed proposed discussing this
interests of the peoples of the two countries. issue under the Simla Agreement, but India rejected that
overture from Pakistan.
My delegation has noted with surprise and dismay the
effort by the delegation of Pakistan in the General Assembly  Another allegation: We should "eschew terrorism".
deliberately to engineer an atmosphere of crisis. It is outell, we are not indulging in terrorism. It is India which is
apprehension that the purpose is to avoid bilateralndulging in the worst kind of terrorism, the kind called
discussions. That apprehension seems to be confirmed I$tate terrorism. And it is suppressing and subjugating a
the language used by representatives of Pakistan in briefingrritory which does not belong to it. That territory is under
foreign Governments on the subject. One sentence readsits unlawful occupation, as recognized by the United
"The present Government of Pakistan is fully Nations, as recognized by the international community - as
capable of conducting talks. However, we are notrecognized by India itself. It should read the Security
anxious for talks with India". Council documents again: it should also go back and read
the resolution of 5 January 1949 which solemnizes the
Members may wish to note the expression used: "capableggreement between Pakistan and India to make all necessary
but not "anxious". arrangements for holding a free and impartial plebiscite.
Where has that commitment gone? Are Indians becoming
| submit that the unwillingness is because Pakistan haa victim of growing amnesia? Are they forgetting their
opted for the paths of subversion, terrorism and hostileecommitments? Or is this a deliberate tactic to confuse
propaganda against India as its principal instruments ointernational opinion?
policy. Each of those violates the bilateral agreements
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They are surprised and dismayed that what Pakistan isf Pakistani troops from Jammu and Kashmir, as stipulated
doing is "engineering". But it is not "engineering"; it is a in part Il. They reveal not how the pulsation of time and
call from Pakistan, and it is our right to make that call, in space, and the movement of the chariot of history itself,
the light of what is happening in Kashmir, the gruesomecould have been stalled.
tragedy that is taking place in Kashmir. Some 40,000
people have been killed; women have been raped by security  Above all, they explain not the annexation to Pakistan
forces with impunity - in certain cases with wantonness - aof a part of Jammu and Kashmir known as the Northern
a part of their well-conceived strategy to terrorize peopleAreas, for which they were indicted by one of their own
into submission. s this being "engineered" by Pakistan? Ihigh courts very recently - in March this year. They admit
anybody is the author of the situation, it is India, notnot their own culpability and tax, instead, the credulity of
Pakistan. this Assembly. They do take too much for granted.

Then they say that Pakistan has said, in one of its  The PRESIDENT. The representative of Pakistan
non-papers, which were circulated, that Pakistan’s presentishes to speak in exercise of the right of reply. | call on
Government is fully capable of, but is not interested in,him, and appeal to him to be brief.
dialogue with India. Well, they must read their own non-
paper, which preceded our non-paper; in it, they said that Mr. KHAN (Pakistan): The Assembly must have been
Pakistan had an interim Government and that therefore iimpressed by the sophistry of the Indian representative’s
was not appropriate for India to enter into negotiations withpresentation, but not by the strength of his argument,
that Government. We clarified the fact that our interim because the allegation that Pakistan was somehow
Government, like all other Governments, is competent taesponsible for the non-implementation of the UNCIP
take up this issue. resolution in question is false and unsubstantiated.

Then they talk about "subversion and terrorism". For Let me remind the representative of India that the
God’s sake, we must be honest about this. The worstjuestion of demilitarization applied to Jammu and Kashmir
practices of terrorism are committed by India itself. | haveterritory as a whole and not to Azad Jammu and Kashmir
the facts and figures, but because of the lateness of the hoatone. Pakistan did comply with the provisions spelled out
| will not go into them. But | can enumerate 20 training in the Security Council resolutions, but when the time came
camps concentrated along the Pakistan-India border, whicfor the withdrawal of Indian forces, India wriggled out of its
are training terrorists and sending them across to Pakistasommitment, offering many excuses. Sir Owen Dixon, the
They have been involved in 101 terrorist activities: bombUnited Nations Mediator, was constrained to report that
explosions, arson. What they are doing in Kashmir they alséndia was insisting on conditions that made the holding of a
want to do in Pakistan. free and impatrtial plebiscite impossible.

The PRESIDENT. We are well beyond the closing India also frustrated the efforts of Mr. Graham, the
time, but the representative of India wishes to speak agairsuccessor of Sir Owen Dixon, aimed at the withdrawal of
I call on him, with the appeal that he, too, be as brief as
possible.

Mr. ANSARI (India): Thank you, Sir. | do not know
the punishment in criminal law for the offence of flogging,
but that is what the delegation of Pakistan have inflicted on
this Assembly. They flog an argument without sustaining it.
They indulge in what logicians call systematically misleading
expressions.

They tell us not the time and date on which the
Government of Pakistan implemented part Il A of the
resolution adopted on 13 August 1948 by the United Nations
Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) - a resolution
so often and so selectively cited by them. They explain not
how part Il of the same resolution could ever have been
implemented without the completion of the total withdrawal
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the bulk of Indian forces. India was not interested in a
plebiscite and it was determined to hold on to Kashmir.
Towards the end of 1950, India, in contravention of the
Security Council resolutions, took steps towards the total
integration of Kashmir by convening the so-called
Constituent Assembly. Thus, right from the beginning it
was India that stalled the implementation of the Security
Council resolutions by turning down all proposals for the
demilitarization of Jammu and Kashmir, which would have
paved the way for a plebiscite.

As for the Northern Areas, | would like to tell the
representative of India and this Assembly that the Northern
Areas have not been annexed to Azad Kashmir or to
Pakistan. As a matter of fact, they have a special status.
We are ready for a plebiscite today, and we are ready to
make appropriate administrative arrangements as and when
defined by the Security Council, if India is ready.

The representative of India’s reference to the High
Court judgement is out of context and has no bearing on the
guestion of the holding of a plebiscite in the whole of
Kashmir. Are they trying to suggest that the right of self-
determination is to be exercised only in Azad Kashmir, in
one part of Pakistan, and that India is not going to allow it
to be exercised in occupied Kashmir? This is illogical, to
say the least.

The PRESIDENT: It is customary for the Assembly
to take note of the annual report of the Secretary-General on
the work of the Organization. If | hear no objection, may |
consider that the Assembly wishes to take note of the report?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT. We have thus concluded this stage
of our consideration of agenda item 10.

The meeting rose at 1.45 p.m



