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President INSANALLY agenda of its forty-sixth session this item, "Commemoration
(Guyana) of the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations in 1995".

The General Assembly subsequently adopted a decision
(46/472), by which it established a Preparatory Committee

The meeting was called to order at 10:20. for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United Nations, consisting
of the members of the General Committee and open to the
AGENDA ITEM 47 participation of all Member States, and entrusted the
Preparatory Committee with the task of considering and
COMMEMORATION OF THE FIFTIETH recommending to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh

ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN 1955 session proposals for suitable activities in connection with
the observance of the fiftieth anniversary. Subsequently, the

() REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY General Assembly, in December 1992, considered the first

COMMITTEE FOR THE FIFTIETH report of the Preparatory Committee (A/47/48). The General
ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS Assembly at that time took note of the work of the
(A/48/48) Committee in 1992 and mandated the Preparatory Committee
to continue its work and report to the Assembly at its forty-
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/48/L.7) eighth session. The present report as submitted in response

to that decision.

(c) DRAFT DECISION (A/48/48, sect. II1) _ _ _ _
The Preparatory Committee has held five meetings - in
The PRESIDENT: | now request the Rapporteur of February, Margh, April, May and June. At a parti_cularly
the Preparatory Committee for the Fiftieth Anniversary of Mportant meeting on 22 February 1993, the Committee had
the United Nations, Her Excellency Mrs. Lucille Mathurin P€fore it a note by the Chairman (A/AC.240/1993/L.4),

Mair of Jamaica, to introduce the report of the PreparatoryVich elaborated on the organization of the work of the
Committee. Committee, as well as the substantive issues requiring its

consideration. This note provided a useful basis for the

Mrs. MATHURIN MAIR (Jamaica), Rapporteur of the further deliberations of the Committee, subsequently updated
Preparatory Committee for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the !l @ draft annotated agenda (A/AC.240/1993/L.5) in March
United Nations: It is my pleasure and honour to present thé-993: Which was approved.
report of the Preparatory Committee for the Fiftieth

Anniversary of the United Nations, contained in document At its 3rd and 4th meetings in the course of this year,
AJ48/48. the Committee gave consideration to the basic principles

which should be applied in the organization of the fiftieth
Section | of this report, "Background and introduction” anniversary and agreed on the following: that the United

reminds us that at the 76th plenary meeting of the forty-sixtH\IationS activities in connection with the fiftieth anniversary
session, the General Assembly decided on thehould be, to the extent possible, universal in character and

recommendation of the General Committee to include in thd? K€€ping with the universality of the membership of the
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United Nations; that there should be a clear allocation ofGeneral to all Permanent Representatives, drawing attention
functions and activities between the United Nations systento the importance of establishing national committees for the
and Member States, to ensure that there was no duplicatiofiftieth anniversary to provide a channel for each country’s
that a suitable climax to the fiftieth anniversary would needactivities with regard to the anniversary.
to be identified, and that the climax should have universal
importance, be enduring in its effect and have a suitable  As paragraph 10 of the report before us indicates, the
symbolic value; and also that activities should be conducte®ecretary-General has received information from a number
in and made available in all official languages. of States - the 13 here listed - in which national committees
have been established, and there are other Member States
On the subject of the theme of the anniversary, thehat have established their intention to establish national
Committee devoted a considerable amount of time and effotommittees. The committee wishes to congratulate and
to reaching agreement. The common focus of the proposabncourage those Member States and hopes that others will
made was the Charter of the United Nations and thesoon establish national committees.
fundamental concepts that it expressed. It was also stressed
that the theme should be forward-looking and that it should Also following a request by the Committee, the
be widely relevant. The theme proposed by the SecretarySecretariat had prepared a paper entitled "Status of the
General, "We the peoples"”, did receive considerable suppodommemorative programme" (A/AC.240/1993/CRP.5). This
from delegations; there was, however, a majority view thatist compiled by the Secretariat of proposed events and
it needed to be extended and made more specific. Followingctivities was aimed at fostering projects with a global
extensive deliberations, a consensus was reached in tlomponent and outreach that were awaiting funding. The
Committee on the following theme for the anniversary: "Welist was divided into three main categories: first,
the Peoples of the United Nations ... United for a Bettercommunication/education projects that would promote
World". This was accepted as an appropriate expression @wareness of the history, structure and functions of the
the theme of the fiftieth anniversary. United Nations, increase grass-roots support of the
Organization, improve world-wide education about it and
The preparation of a declaration and the establishmertiighlight the full range of issues on the Organization’s
of a drafting group were important activities of the agenda; secondly, commemorative projects, which would
Preparatory Committee. It was proposed at a meeting imeview past achievements of the United Nations with a view
March that there should be an open-ended drafting grougo promoting its future; and thirdly, celebratory events. The
established to prepare a solemn declaration to mark th8ecretariat, as the Committee was informed, had reviewed
observance of the anniversary. That declaration shouldnd evaluated approximately 180 unsolicited proposals.
reaffirm adherence by Member States to the principles of th&ome met the key criteria for evaluation (particularly the
Charter and should guide the Organization’s work for theextent to which a particular project furthered the purposes of
future. That proposal was adopted without dissentthe United Nations, educated and informed the public, and
However, there were differences of opinion on when thewas self-funding), and these were in the process of
drafting group should begin its work. Some felt that it development. Much of the programme is still in the
would be premature to begin work on a text at that earlyplanning stage, and few national programmes had been
stage, when it might be overtaken by events and have to biaitiated, so it was considered premature to discuss these in
revised later. Others felt that the work should begindetail at this time.
immediately, as time was needed to reflect on elements to be
included in the declaration. Following discussion, and on A very important aspect of the preparatory work for the
the recommendation of the Chairman of the Committee, ififtieth anniversary consists of the activities within the
was agreed that the work of the drafting group should takeJnited Nations system, as discussed in paragraph 12 of the
place in two phases: consideration of conceptual issues, ireport.
the first instance, to be followed by drafting at a later stage.
As a result, the 1st meeting of the open-ended drafting group The Committee noted that the Secretary-General
was held on 22 June 1993, when the conceptual frameworittached great significance to the system-wide nature of the
for the declaration was discussed. anniversary, particularly since several of the specialized
agencies and other organs would also celebrate their own
The action by Member States, including the anniversaries in or around 1995. It was agreed that within
establishment of national committees, was a major concerthe context of the commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary,
of the Preparatory Committee. The Chairman referred iran extraordinary opportunity existed to highlight the
this connection to a note which was sent by the Secretarymutually reinforcing goals of the United Nations and its
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sister organizations, and it was also noted that these issues

were being coordinated through the Administrative
Committee on Coordination (ACC) and focal points at the
working level. The Committee continues to monitor this
aspect with interest and requests that it be kept informed of
further developments in that regard.

The role of non-governmental organizations is also
perceived by the Preparatory Committee as a very important
element. The fiftieth anniversary should be a broad-based
and popular commemoration. It was therefore agreed to
encourage the participation of non-governmental
organizations to the greatest extent possible, both at the
national and at the global levels. These organizations could

"Takes note of the work of the Preparatory
Committee for the fiftieth anniversary in 1993,
including the decision that the theme for the
commemoration be 'We the Peoples of the United
Nations ... United for a Better World’ and that an open-
ended drafting group be established to prepare a
declaration to be adopted in 1995 to mark the
anniversary,

"Decides that the Preparatory Committee should
continue its work and report thereon to the General
Assembly at its forty-ninth session A{48/48, para. 1§

Annexed to this report is the list of the relevant

provide valuable communication and information networksdocumentation.

for the fiftieth anniversary as links between the United
Nations and its world-wide constituencies. The Committee

The PRESIDENT: | now call on the Chairman of the

further agreed that non-governmental organizations coul@®reparatory Committee for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
participate in its meetings under the rules governing theilUnited Nations, Mr. Richard Butler of Australia, who will
participation in the work of the Economic and Social introduce draft resolution A/48/L.7 in the course of his

Council.

With regard to financial and administrative issues, the

statement.

Mr. BUTLER (Australia), Chairman of the Preparatory

Committee has been informed that the financial situation oCommittee for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United

the Organization precludes making funds available from théNations: May | begin by expressing my deep appreciation
regular budget. The Secretary-General has thereforas Chairman of the Preparatory Committee to all those
established for that purpose a Trust Fund for the Fiftiethdelegations that have worked so hard during the last year to
Anniversary Celebrations and urges Member States tensure that our work of preparation for a great event in 1995
support that initiative. Support is also being sought from thehas started well and that there have been real achievements.
private sector, including a limited number of global sponsord want to thank too Her Excellency the Ambassador of
and international licensees. Jamaica for the splendid work she has done today in
introducing to the Assembly the report of the Preparatory

In addition to funding for commemorative programmes, Committee which is proposed today for adoption by the
the need for adequate secretarial support was discussed Beneral Assembly.
the Committee at several meetings. It was agreed that it is
essential to the effective functioning and proper management  We are at a turning point. We have had about one year
of the fiftieth anniversary that its secretariat be assured oin which to begin the work of preparation for our fiftieth
adequate staff and related resources. The Chairman of trenniversary. We are at a turning point signified by what |
Committee has been requested to raise this concern, this veppe will be the unanimous adoption today of the report of
important need, with the Secretary-General, as appropriatéhe Preparatory Committee, contained in the document

before the Assembly (A/48/48).

Finally, the Preparatory Committee wishes to place
before the General Assembly, and to recommend for  That turning point has four main features. During the
adoption, the following draft decision, as contained inpast year, we adopted some organizing principles under
paragraph 16 of the report. It reads as follows: which we would pursue the celebration of the fiftieth
anniversary and mark its importance. Chief among those
principles is that whatever we do should be of universal
significance.

"Having considered the report of the Preparatory
Committee for the fiftieth anniversary of the United
Nations (A/48/48),

"The General Assembly,

We have adopted a theme for the anniversary as a
consequence of an extended debate in which we reflected on
the purposes and principles of the Organization. In
particular, looking into the future, we reflected on what it
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was that we wanted to say to the world, especially to theme simply to say that | commend that draft decision to the
youth of the world, that this Organization was about, and weAssembly, and | hope that it will adopted unanimously.
reached agreement on that theme. That was an important
decision because it will suffuse all of what we do in 1995 There is also a draft resolution before the Assembly in
and as we look into the future. the context of this agenda item. It relates to the
commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration
We also agreed to establish a drafting group, open to albf Moscow, signed on 30 October 1943. At the last meeting
Members of the Assembly, in which we would work on the of the Preparatory Committee, it was proposed that a brief
drawing up of a solemn declaration of 1995, submitted to theeommemorative session of the General Assembly should be
Heads of State or Government of all Member States, whictheld on 30 October 1993 in order to mark the fiftieth
would add to the celebratory part of 1995 by setting out aanniversary of the Declaration of the Four Nations on
series of signposts that would guide the United Nations as iGeneral Security, adopted in Moscow on 30 October 1943,
moves towards the twenty-first century. in which reference was made to the establishment of a
general international organization, based on the principle of
We also saw the establishment of a special secretaridhe sovereign equality of all peace-loving States and open to
for the fiftieth anniversary, a secretariat quite properlymembership by all such States, for the maintenance of
headed by an Under-Secretary-General,nternational peace and security. The proposal that was
Mrs. Gillian Sorensen, and charged with the task of ensuringnade to commemorate that event of 50 years ago was
that the Secretary-General is properly aware of 1995 and thainanimously adopted by the Preparatory Committee.
the activities that we will design for celebration and
promulgation of the anniversary have the full engagement of ~ As a consequence, in our role as Chairman of that
the Secretary-General and the Secretariat of the Unite@ommittee, | have submitted, in the name of Australia, a
Nations. draft resolution, contained in document A/48/L.7, which
quite simply calls for the Assembly to commemorate in its
Those are the four things that we have achieved in thelenary meeting on 1 November this year the fiftieth
last year; those are the things that mean that we are atanniversary of the Declaration of the Four Nations on
turning point when we adopt this report today, and that weGeneral Security, adopted in Moscow on 30 October 1943.
can turn a corner towards 1994 and 1995 - a period in whiclWe cannot do this on 30 October because that is a Saturday.
we must work actively in drafting, a period in which we The nearest day, therefore, is Monday, 1 November. |
must spread the message of our theme around the world,@opose that this draft resolution, which is in conformity
period in which Mrs. Sorensen and her secretariat can begiwith the expressed wish of the Preparatory Committee, be
to set in concrete the celebratory and other aspects of 1998lso adopted unanimously.

In the latter context, may | say that | am aware that | will bring my remarks to a conclusion by expressing
there are discussions under way in this House at presemigain the gratitude that | feel as Chairman of the Preparatory
about resources for that secretariat. In this connection Committee for the very great interest that all delegations are
would draw attention to paragraph 15 of our draft report, inshowing in this work. | would also express the hope that we
which the view of Member States is made clear to the effectill have a good 1994, a year that will see an increase in the
that the secretariat charged with managing the fiftiethtempo in which we will begin work on drafting what will be
anniversary should be given adequate resources - and | waah important declaration for 1995 and a year in which the
to underline that today. It is the view of the Committee - secretariat for the fiftieth anniversary, properly resourced,
and | am sure the Secretary-General is aware of this - thathould be enabled to continue its planning for a truly historic
Mrs. Sorensen and her secretariat must be given adequatelebration, in 1995, of the fiftieth anniversary of this Organization.
resources. There is no question in my mind that this can be
done from within existing staff establishment - possibly, for Mr. RIABIKA (Ukraine)(interpretation from Russian)
example, from the Department of Public Information - so asThe United Nations, since its founding in 1945, when States,
to ensure that without negative budgetary effects themanifesting their goodwill and the desire to live in peace and
resources required are allocated to Mrs. Sorensen and hfendship, laid the base for a truly universal Organization,
special task. has played an ever-greater role in the life of the international

community.

The report of the Fiftieth Anniversary Committee
contains a recommended draft decision in paragraph 16, For me, as a member of the Parliament of the Republic
which our Rapporteur has already introduced. It remains foof Crimea - an integral part of Ukraine - it is gratifying to
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recall that the decision on the establishment of this universaback once again to the remote past, it prompts us to take a
international Organization to ensure peace and security wadoser look at the world to decide what we can do to make
adopted at the Crimea Conference, held in Yalta inthe work of the United Nations more effective in fulfilling
February 1945. those functions and tasks which were allocated to it nearly
half a century ago.
It is our view that the remaining two years before the
fiftieth anniversary of the Organization must be used to the It is generally known that not a single historic date is
utmost to determine the areas of activity and the role of theriented only towards the past. Moreover, the best way to
Organization for generations to come. It is thereforeobserve the anniversary of turning points of history is to
extremely important that during this period States Membergoncentrate on unsettled issues, to reassess the existing
of the United Nations exert maximum efforts for the drafting situation creatively and to outline the prospects for future
and implementation of coordinated proposals to reform thelevelopment.
Organization and adapt its structures to the demands of the
times. The activities of the Preparatory Committee for the In this context, we propose the convening, in the
Fiftieth Anniversary of the United Nations are designed toframework of the United Nations commemoration, of an
facilitate this process. international peace summit to summarize the development of
the world community in the post-confrontation era and
The anniversary should be used to disseminateutline the future world order for the next century. The
knowledge about the United Nations and the expansion of itaims of this conference derive from the Secretary-General's
activities in order to familiarize the broadest circles of thereport "An Agenda for Peace" (A/47/277). Those aims
world’s population with the aims and tasks of the Unitedinclude the formulation of the concept of peace and security
Nations. That, in turn, would promote support for thein the post-confrontation era.
United Nations in the fulfilment of all of its plans and
initiatives. In our view, such a forum should be timed to the
Organization’s anniversary and organized under the aegis of
Taking into account the importance of the upcomingthe United Nations, because the development of
event and also the fact that Ukraine was one of the foundersontemporary international relations cannot be imagined
of the United Nations, the President of Ukraine, Leonidwithout this international Organization, whose prestige and
Kravchuk, by his order of 18 May 1993 set up the Nationalreputation are universally recognized as very high.
Committee for the Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of
the United Nations, headed by the Minister of Foreign | should also like to emphasize another important factor
Affairs of Ukraine, Anatoly Zlenko. It consists of heads of in favour of holding such a conference within the United
the leading ministries and governmental institutions,Nations. Only the United Nations has the experience to
prominent public and political figures, parliamentarians,convene global high-level forums to consider complicated
scientists and representatives of cultural and educationadsues and set forth comprehensive approaches. Such
establishments. meetings could have a great mobilizing effect on world
developments, as attested to by the 1992 Conference in Rio
In accordance with the recommendations of the Unitecde Janeiro. Furthermore, it would seem appropriate in the
Nations Preparatory Committee, a draft programme of eventsourse of the global international conference to discuss and
which will take place at the national level within the adopt new proposals and ideas, the realization of which
framework of the United Nations commemoration waswould energize the Organization’s activity and give it new
worked out and submitted for the Government’s approvalimpetus.
The programme includes, inter alidoe holding in Ukraine,
and particularly in the Crimea, of international scientific As never before, we have every reason to see the
conferences, concerts, exhibits and cultural and sports eventdpited Nations as a powerful instrument capable of
as well as the issuance of postage stamps dedicated to thaintaining international peace and security, strengthening
fiftieth anniversary.  There are also plans for thejustice and human rights, and ensuring, to quote the United
establishment in Kiev of a memorial park in which, on this Nations Charter, "social progress and better standards of life
occasion, trees will be planted by prominent political andin larger freedom". This would correspond to the motto of
public figures. the commemoration: "We the Peoples of the United Nations
... United for a Better World".
The fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations marks a
special date in the calendar of international life. Bringing us
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Mr. PIZARRO (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish): Committee and in particular the various publicity
In October 1995, the United Nations will celebrate its fiftieth programmes and activities related to the Organization’s
anniversary.  This will provide an opportunity for achievements and potential for the future, so that we might
retrospection and an analysis of our achievements andhake it a useful tool in the quest for solutions to the most
failures, and on that basis to conduct a profound assessmelmtirning problems afflicting the people of the world.
of the challenges that lie ahead for this Organization.
During the general debate, one delegation quite rightly
In December 1992, the Assembly considered the firspointed out that the United Nations itself should reflect the
report of the Preparatory Committee for the Fiftieth principles it advocates. Unfortunately, the reality today does
Anniversary of the United Nations. Chile, which is a not bear out that assertion. The United Nations has not been
member of that Committee and has been honoured with able to adapt with the requisite speed to the changes our
vice-chairmanship, has worked hard to promote thisworld is experiencing. That is why work should be done, on
initiative. Similarly, at the national level, work has begun a priority basis and with the fiftieth anniversary as a
on the basic principles to be applied in organizing thisdeadline, to achieve the restructuring of the United Nations,
celebration, in the total conviction that the commemorationan appeal that has resounded through the statements of
of the fiftieth anniversary offers an extraordinary opportunity delegations in the general debate.
for highlighting the importance of the United Nations and
the other organizations of the system. Among the reforms that we feel are most urgent is that
of the Security Council, with a view to achieving equitable
The Government of Chile has studied the note sent byeographical representation. This reform, however, should
the Secretary-General on 3 February this year, in which halso make the Council efficient and a model of efficacy for
brings to our attention the importance of establishingany regional or subregional organization and the peoples of
national committees for the fiftieth anniversary to provide athe world in general. At the same time, the other organs of
channel for each country’s activities with regard to thethe United Nations system need to proceed along the same
anniversary. In that connection, | am pleased to inform thdines so that, in all spheres, efficiency and harmonious action
Assembly that the establishment of the national committedbecome the common denominator.
in our own country is now being considered from the legal
standpoint, and we hope that it will be ready to begin its The convening of the World Summit for Social
activities by the end of this year, at the latest. The NationaDevelopment in 1995 will be a key event in the celebration
Committee will be entrusted with the coordination at theof the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations. In that
national and international levels of our country's respect, the chance to discuss the problems of human
participation in all the activities for the celebration, and will security - in particular unemployment, poverty and social
also be in charge of organizing and publicizing all activitiesintegration - will be a unigque opportunity for placing the
to promote awareness of its work. human person at the heart of the concerns of the United
Nations and, at the same time, demonstrating the
It has also been considered fundamental to the desiresignificance and global importance of our Organization.
success of this National Committee that it be composed of
a broad spectrum of representatives of our principal national ~ The deep distrust that persists among the protagonists
organizations. To that purpose, legal provisions stipulat®n the international scene, the growing strategic interests that
that it be composed of representatives of the Ministry ofare at stake despite the end of the cold war, the vast
Foreign Relations; the Ministry of Public Education; the economic disparities, the increasing competition for
Ministry of National Defence; the Ministry of the Secretary- international prestige, and the crisis of nationalism - all
General of the Government; the Ministry of Planning andconstitute a genuine threat to the security of nations.
International Cooperation; the Senate and the House of
Representatives of the Republic; universities; and the At the same time, we note that the world has changed,
directorships of the library, archives and museums; and thahat bipolarity has ended, that we are heading towards global
it be open to other institutions that might be invited by theunderstandings, that divisive barriers are being eliminated
Committee towards the attainment of its goal. and that States are being recognized without ideological
litmus tests. In other words, the world and the United
The motto already agreed upon - "We the Peoples oNations have begun to seek and find modern formulas for
the United Nations ... United for a Better World" - gives us understandings between States and innovative solutions for
an appropriate framework for the success of this initiative the problems that persist.
That is why we support the work of the Preparatory
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Allow me at this point a personal digression. What | To keep its central role on the international scene, the
have just said is applicable to situations such as Bosnia an@rganization must respond to change by recognizing its
Herzegovina, to what is going on in some of the republics ofshortcomings and correcting anachronisms.
the former Soviet Union, and to the case of China and
Taiwan, where being members of the Asia-Pacific Economic My delegation welcomes the Preparatory Committee’s
Cooperation Council and the Asian Development Bankdecision to establish an open-ended drafting group to prepare
should be a first step in encouraging them to work togethea solemn declaration to be adopted here on 24 October 1995.
in international organizations. Despite the view held by some, we must not waste what

little time remains and must start as soon as possible the

Resolving the questions | have mentioned is the taslsubstantive work that will lead to a document whose content
that lies ahead of the international community, and a dulyreflects what we expect of the United Nations in the next
restructured United Nations must channel its efforts to theentury.
attainment of that objective.

In Mexico's opinion, that important document could

As we shall soon celebrate our fiftieth anniversary wecontain three major chapters. The first would examine the
must redouble our efforts and strengthen our political will soground we have covered in the first 50 years, highlighting
that by then we shall have modernized and democratized odhe Organization's achievements; the second would be
Organization, in order to enable it to face the challengeslevoted to the problems facing the Organization today; and
before it and focus its action on resolving the political, the third, which would no doubt be the most extensive,
economic and social problems now threatening humankindwvould conclude with a look towards the future in order to
Chile pledges its determination to work from this day direct our efforts and those of our successors.
forward on that huge task.

Some have expressed the view in the Preparatory

Mr. TELLO (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): Committee that it would be premature to take pen in hand
In almost exactly two years the United Nations, shaped bynd begin the drafting, because - they say - of the speed
a group of visionary statesmen in 1945, will reach its halfwith which changes in the world order are taking place. In
century. That important anniversary is a source of speciainy delegation’s opinion, they are being prudent to a fault.
satisfaction for the States that believed from the outset in adny journey, however long and arduous, begins with the
international community organized on basic principles offirst step. We must continue the exchange of views that
coexistence. It also provides a unique opportunity forbegan a few short months ago and begin to draft a text that
thoughtful reflection on the Organization 's achievementswe can alter as events require. What we cannot and must
and on its future. not do is to leave everything to the last minute, since waiting

so long would doom the declaration to failure.

The United Nations has come a long way since its
founding in San Francisco at the end of the Second World  In accordance with the request of this Assembly, a
War. In many ways it has exceeded the expectations of thilational Committee charged with the commemoration of the
authors of its Charter. Organization’s fiftieth anniversary has already been set up in

my country. In view of the importance my Government

From a strictly quantitative standpoint, we note thatattaches to this event, it was decided that the Foreign
membership has more than tripled, as a result of thé&ecretary would chair the Committee, which is made up of
decolonization process undertaken by the Organization angersonages from governmental, academic and cultural fields
more recently, as a consequence of the end of the cold walinked to the United Nations. The Mexican Committee has

already held two meetings, at which its members thoroughly

While this aspect is significant, the qualitative changesexamined various programmes to disseminate knowledge of
are in fact more important. United Nations activities arethe purposes, principles and work of the United Nations in
now very wide-ranging - from peace-keeping in variousorder to make the Mexican people aware of the
corners of the world to the active promotion of the economicOrganization’s activities, and lead them to support those
and social development of peoples, and from the protectioactivities.
of human rights to the preservation of the environment. We
could say, to paraphrase the philosophers, that there is Measures considered to date include the preparation and
nothing that touches human beings that is not the concern gfublication of books and other materials, the production of
the United Nations. radio and television programmes, the organization of

seminars and round tables on various subjects, with the
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participation of Mexican and foreign experts, and the Anniversaries are occasions for celebration as well as
issuance of postage stamps. | shall soon have the privileger recollection. We certainly should rejoice at the distance
of informing the Preparatory Committee of the decisions theravelled. More important, however, is the road ahead, with
Mexican national body will be taking in order to assure thethe ever-receding horizons that beckon us. In our view, the
attainment of its objectives. agenda for the fiftieth anniversary celebrations should be
closely focused on the Organization’s agenda for the future.
Mexico is resolutely and enthusiastically planning theExhibitions, television programmes, films and music
commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the United performances could certainly form a useful backdrop for this
Nations. We are prepared to carry out an exercise in deeywider endeavour, but they should by no means become the
reflection, so that this very significant event will not amount be-all and end-all of the exercise. Itis my delegation’s view
merely to expressions of jubilation and formal celebrationsthat such a conceptual framework would help us to
We are determined to continue to cooperate fully with theconcentrate on furthering the objectives of the United
Chairman of the Preparatory Committee, AmbassadoNations and on the responsibility that it will have to shoulder
Richard Butler of Australia, and with Under-Secretary-in the coming decades.
General Gillian Sorensen, with a view to ensuring that the
fiftieth anniversary is accorded all the formal and substantive ~ Our own approach to observance of the fiftieth

significance that it merits. anniversary will be to place emphasis on those activities that
can help to enhance the effectiveness of the United Nations,
Mr. JACOB (India): My delegation attaches not only as a political body but also as a catalyst for

importance to the celebrations to mark the fiftieth economic and social development. Concerts and exhibitions
anniversary of the United Nations. We have been taking amre useful means of increasing awareness, among the masses,
active part in the meetings of the Preparatory Committeepf the United Nations, but of greater importance will be
which is being ably guided by its Chairman, Mr. Richard those activities that enhance the Organization’s constructive
Butler, the Permanent Representative of Australia. Waeole in world affairs. The occasion should be used to reflect
should like to compliment Under-Secretary-General,on the achievements of the Organization and to chart a
Mrs. Gillian Sorensen, who has been assisting thevell-defined course for its future. We attach particular
Preparatory Committee efficiently and with devotion. Herimportance, in this context, to the activities of specialized
wholehearted and receptive approach to the ideas expressagencies, which should formulate programmes, specifically
by various delegations augur well for our collective designed for the anniversary, that will reach their targets by
endeavour to make the celebrations successful. Th&995. Observance of the anniversary should mark, not only
newsletter on the preparations that she has started to publishe culmination of the reform process, but also the beginning
is really useful. of new activities that will give the Organization a better
image in the world.
For our part, we have formed in India a national
committee, under the chairmanship of the External Affairs Last but not least, it will be important to ensure that the
Minister, in connection with the fiftieth-anniversary anniversary functions are universal in character, and are seen
celebrations. | assure the Assembly that the Government dd be so. Our purpose will be better served if they are
India and this national committee will do all in their power dispersed over the globe rather than centred around United
to ensure that the celebrations are meaningful and successfiNations Headquarters or confined to a small group of
countries. In our view, the purpose of the exercise should
The completion of 50 years of the existence of thetake precedence over procedural constraints relating to
United Nations is an occasion for observance - indeed, foorganizational and financial arrangements.
celebration. The Organization, by its very existence, has
served as an anchor of hope for humanity. Having emerged During the meetings of the Preparatory Committee,
as a harbinger of peace in a war-ravaged world, it hadMember States expressed wide-ranging and sometimes
survived the trials and tribulations of half a century. Thediffering views on various aspects of the fiftieth-anniversary
United Nations remained a silver lining on the cloudy celebrations. It is our hope that, in the true spirit of our
horizon of the cold war. Today, it has re-emerged as avork in the United Nations, the preparatory work will be
major actor in international affairs, assuming unprecedentedone after the viewpoints of Member States have been
dimensions. The anniversary will be an occasion for helpingharmonized. With these words, my delegation would like to
to shape a new United Nations. endorse the draft decision of the General Assembly that the
Preparatory Committee should continue its work.
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Mr. HAJNOCZI (Austria): Let me begin by thanking We expect that many of the activities will be
Ambassador Butler for his able leadership as Chairman ofindertaken at national, regional and local level by
the Preparatory Committee for the Fiftieth Anniversary ofnon-governmental organizations.  Therefore the early
the United Nations. After extensive deliberations, theestablishment of national committees is vital to initiate,
Preparatory Committee has achieved consensus on the theffigse, focus and coordinate activities.
for the fiftieth anniversary:

Austria will actively participate in the drafting of a

"We the Peoples of the United Nations ... United for asolemn declaration to mark the observance of the

Better World". anniversary in 1995. But our idea of the celebration of the

fiftieth anniversary is not a kind of ceremonial birthday party
The first words of the Charter seem to us to set forth aon 24 October 1995. We prefer a broader perspective,
particularly meaningful theme. "We the peoples" clearlyviewing this commemoration as a substantial matter
expresses the concept that the United Nations constituen@ncompassing many activities and major meetings throughout
is not limited to Governments - that it is mankind. 1995, meetings such as the World Summit for Social

Development and the World Conference on Women. For

We ought to seize the opportunity of this occasion towhat would be the credibility of a solemn reaffirmation of
show to the individual citizen the multiple effects of United adherence to the principles of the Charter on one day if we
Nations activities. The support for the United Nations thatdid not live up to them every day of the year, by striving,
we should thereby build in the electorate would beunited, for a better world.
transformed into increased support from Governments.

Mr. CATARINO (Portugal): Since this is the first time

We should heighten the awareness of programmethave had the honour to speak in plenary meeting at this
sponsored by the United Nations and of the Organization’$orty-eighth session of the General Assembly, please allow
achievements, deepen knowledge about the Organization, anae, Sir, to congratulate you on your election and wish you
demonstrate that it reaches out to every individual on thall the best in the conduct and fulfilment of your duties.
globe.

Portugal follows with great interest the work of the

In a nutshell, the fiftieth anniversary could be the United Nations and the constant enlargement of its activities
biggest public-relations event for the United Nations systemfor the benefit of humanity. The sphere of influence of the
Therefore, particular emphasis should be laid on cooperatio®rganization has increased from day to day, covering areas
with the media and with the education sector. We want toof the utmost importance, such as peace-keeping operations,
imbue, not just the adult population, but even more so theeconomic development and cooperation, environmental
next generation with the ideals of the United Nations. Suclaction, humanitarian assistance and human rights - to
an approach, which might be called a public-awarenesmention but a few of the very important fields that have a
operation, would not put a heavy burden on the Unitedreal impact on the well-being of the international
Nations budget. Rather, in our view, would it depend oncommunity.
creativity, initiative and the ability to attract interest in
sectors beyond governmental structures. In this respect the commemoration of the fiftieth

anniversary of the United Nations is a special and unique

A well-deserved tribute must be paid to opportunity to portray the work of the Organization and to
Under-Secretary-General Gillian Sorensen and hepresent a comprehensive picture of our efforts to attain goals
predecessor Joseph Verner Reed and their able colleaguesinmake a better world for us all.
the Secretariat who have been reaching out to the public in
their work. That being so, | should like to inform the Assembly

that the Government of Portugal is taking the steps necessary

We share their view that the fiftieth anniversary shouldto establish its national committee for the commemoration of
be commemorated by activities at the global level.the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations. We hope,
Certainly, United Nations Headquarters in New York andtherefore, to be in a position in the near future to announce
United Nations Offices at Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi offerthe establishment of our national committee.
excellent bases and should be equally used. Likewise, the
many United Nations offices in Member States can play a  Mr. LOVINSKIY (Russian Federatior{)nterpretation
significant role.  The celebration of this important from Russian) The Russian Federation attaches great
anniversary requires a truly system-wide effort. significance to preparations for celebrating the fiftieth
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anniversary of the United Nations. We assess very highly  As repeatedly stated by most delegations we are looking
the work of the Preparatory Committee for this anniversaryforward to a commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary
under the leadership of the Permanent Representative @fhich will not be limited to festive celebrations. My
Australia to the United Nations, Ambassador Richard Butlerdelegation is of the view that the fiftieth anniversary
We also support his recommendations. provides us with a unique opportunity to reflect on the
achievements, the shortcomings and the performance of the
The fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations must, in United Nations since its establishment.
our view, become a compelling reaffirmation of the We should also be able to project into the future and
important role of the Organization in the life of the seek to improve and enhance the performance of the United
international community and the dedication of StatesNations. We would like to consider the challenges that the
Members of the United Nations to the full application of the Organization will encounter in the future and how it will
purposes and principles enshrined in the United Nationgope with those challenges. What areas should be reformed?
Charter 50 years ago. What will the United Nations do to meet the challenges of
the future?
In achieving international consensus on fundamental
international problems, States are called on fully to make use  The founders of our Organization envisaged, through
of and develop the potential of the United Nations. Russiarthe Charter, a very delicate structure for the United Nations,
governmental bodies and public opinion have alreadya structure that survived the ravages of the cold war; now,
undertaken preparatory work in connection with this notablewith the end of the ideological confrontation between East
event in the life of the international community and aand West, the United Nations has a better opportunity to
national committee of the Russian Federation is beingneet the challenges of the future. Therefore it is only
established. natural to expect that States Members of the Organization
will use the fiftieth anniversary to review the balance sheet
We believe that it is extremely appropriate that theof the last 50 years and prepare for the future.
beginning of the process for the celebration of the fiftieth
anniversary is taking place at this time. Fifty years ago at Egypt has already established a national committee to
the Moscow Conference of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs prepare for the fiftieth anniversary, and will spare no effort
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Statesn contributing to the meaningful success of the
of America and the United Kingdom, which took place from commemoration.
19 to 30 October 1943, the concept of the establishment of
an international organization for the maintenance of Mr. SALMI (Finland): My country agrees with the
international peace and security was proclaimed for the firsinany representatives who have indicated that the fiftieth
time. It was precisely then in that Declaration of the Fouranniversary of the United Nations will be a special occasion
Nations on General Security that the Governments of thdéor us, an occasion for reflection, taking stock and also
United States, the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union andaction towards further developing and enhancing the work of
China stated the need for the establishment of such aaur Organization, the better to meet the manifold and
organization based on the principle of the sovereign equalitgver-increasing needs of the international community.
of all peace-loving States and open to membership by all
States, large or small. My delegation has already had the opportunity of
participating actively here at Headquarters in the work on the
The delegation of the Russian Federation supports thpreparation of the anniversary, and | have the pleasure to
draft resolution submitted by the delegation of Australia ininform the Assembly that my Government is now taking
A/48/L.7 and calls for its adoption by consensus. steps to form a national committee for the celebration of the
fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations. The committee
Mr. ELARABY (Egypt): The Assembly has before it will enjoy leadership at a high-level and will include a very
a very thoughtful and comprehensive report of thewide spectrum of Finnish society.
Preparatory Committee for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
United Nations. The report reflects, and in depth, the The PRESIDENT. We shall now proceed to consider
discussions in the Preparatory Committee, which waglraft resolution A/48/L.7, as well as the draft decision
successfully steered by its very able Chairman, Ambassadaontained in section Ill of the report of the Preparatory
Butler of Australia. We are also grateful to Committee contained in document A/48/48.
Under-Secretary-General Gillian Sorensen and her very able
and devoted staff.
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Mr. CHEN Jian (China)(interpretation from Chinese): However, provisions are made under section 25 of the
Before the draft decision contained in the report of theproposed programme budget for 1994-1995 not only for
Preparatory Committee is adopted, | should like to point outneetings programmed at the time of budget preparation but
that the Chinese translation of the draft decision contains also for meetings that would be authorized subsequently,
language error in the second preambular paragraph, whigbrovided that the number and distribution of meetings and
mentions the theme for the commemoration. The presertonferences are consistent with the pattern of meetings in
Chinese text does not fully reflect the spirit and meaning ofpast years.
the original English.

Consequently, should the General Assembly adopt the

The Chinese Government attaches high importance tdraft decision contained in section Il of document A/48/48,
the activities for the commemoration of the fiftieth no additional appropriation would be required under the
anniversary and has established a national committee headptbgramme budget for the biennium 1994-1995.
by Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister Qian Qichen. The
theme of the fiftieth anniversary will be widely publicized in The PRESIDENT. We turn first to draft resolution
China; therefore, how the English for the theme of theA/48/L.7, entitled "Fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of
commemoration is reflected in the Chinese text is a majothe Four Nations on General Security".
guestion. | do not wish to hold up the adoption of the theme
today; however, with your permission, Mr. President, | May | take it that the Assembly decides to adopt draft
should like to conduct consultations with the partiesresolution A/48/L.77?
concerned in order to find the proper Chinese wording.

Draft resolution A/48/L.7 was adoptedresolution

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of China 48/6).
for drawing our attention to the deficiency in translation, and
| shall avail myself of his undertaking to consult with the The PRESIDENT. We turn now to the draft decision
Secretariat to ensure that the translation is corrected for angontained in section Ill of the report of the Preparatory
future document. Committee, document A/48/48.

On that understanding, the Assembly will now take a May | take it that the Assembly decides to adopt the
decision on draft resolution A/48/L.7 as well as the draftdraft decision contained in section Il of the report (A/48/18)
decision contained in section Il of the report (A/48/48) of of the Preparatory Committee?
the Preparatory Committee.

The draft decision was adopted.

I now call on the representative of the Secretariat.

The PRESIDENT. Under the terms of the resolution

Mr. SUKHODREYV (Director of Security Council and just adopted, the General Assembly will commemorate the
General Assembly Affairs): Under the terms of the draftfiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of the Four Nations on
decision contained in section Il of document A/48/48, theGeneral Security on Monday, 1 November 1993. | should
General Assembly would,inter alia, decide that the like to point out that this commemoration will take place in
Preparatory Committee for the fiftieth anniversary of thethe afternoon as the second item.

United Nations should continue its work and report thereon

to the General Assembly at its forty-ninth session, and that  We have thus concluded this stage of our consideration
an open-ended drafting group should be established tof agenda item 47.

prepare a declaration to be adopted in 1995 to mark the

anniversary. AGENDA ITEM 155

It is anticipated that the Preparatory Committee wouldASSISTANCE IN MINE CLEARANCE: DRAFT
need to hold 24 meetings during 1994, and these would hai@eESOLUTION (A/48/L.5)
to be added to the calendar of conferences. The extent to
which the Organization’s permanent capacity would needto  The PRESIDENT. The Assembly has before it a draft
be supplemented by temporary assistance resources can tesolution issued as document A/48/L.5.
determined only in the light of the calendar of conferences
for 1994-1995. | call upon the representative of Belgium to introduce

that draft resolution.
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Mr. NOTERDAEME (Belgium) (interpretation from Under the third, fourth and fifth preambular paragraphs,
French) On 20 August this year the 12 countries memberghe Assembly would recall the adverse social and economic
of the European Community requested the inclusion of artonsequences of the presence of mines. Vast territories are
additional item in the agenda of the forty-eighth session otoday unfit for the resumption of economic activities or the
the General Assembly entitled "Assistance in minereturn of refugees already sorely tested by conflict.
clearance". That item quickly gained broad support withinFurthermore, the presence of mines seriously jeopardizes the
the Organization and among Member States, leading to thgafety of teams participating in humanitarian missions,
formulation of draft resolution A/48/L.5, which | have the peace-keeping and rehabilitation and seriously hampers their
honour to introduce to the Assembly today on behalf of theaction.
sponsors, of which there are now 88. | ask the indulgence
of members as | read out all their names. In the following preambular paragraphs, the Assembly

would recall that in his report "An Agenda for Peace" the

The sponsors of draft resolution A/48/L.5 are: Secretary-General had already recognized the growing
Afghanistan, Albania, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and importance of mine clearance and that the Security Council
Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, had fully supported that report in a presidential statement of
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bosnia an®6 February 1993. In resolution 47/120 B the General
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Cagsssembly also recognized the relevance of the Secretary-
Verde, Costa Rica, Croatia, the Czech Republic, DenmarkGeneral’s analysis. | would only add that in his latest report
Djibouti, the Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, on the work of the Organization the Secretary-General states:
Estonia, Finland, France, Gabon, Germany, Greece, Grenada,

Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, Hungary, India, Ireland, "Of all the tasks involved in setting a nation on a
Iceland, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Latvia, Lesotho, new road to peace and prosperity, perhaps none has the
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malawi, immediate urgency of mine clearance(A/48/1, para.
Malta, Mauritius, Monaco, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nepal, 459)

the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway,
Pakistan, Panama, Poland, Portugal, the Republic of Kore&urther, the inhumane weapons Convention, which of course
the Republic of Moldova, Romania, the Russian Federationelates primarily to prevention and humanitarian laws,
Rwanda, Saint Lucia, San Marino, Sierra Leone, Singapore;ontains in Protocol 1l articles calling for international
Slovakia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Thailand, Toga;ooperation in the removal of mines.
Tunisia, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, the United Republic of Tanzania and the Under the twelfth to fourteenth preambular paragraphs,
United States of America. the Assembly would note with satisfaction the inclusion in
the mandates of several peace-keeping operations of
I should like to thank sincerely all the delegations thatprovisions relating to mine clearance and would welcome the
have given their support to and contributed to the drafting ofestablishment within the Secretariat of a coordinated mine-
this text. The Secretariat, and in particular members of thelearance programme. It also commends the activities
mine-clearing unit, several United Nations agencies and thalready undertaken in this connection by the United Nations
International Committee of the Red Cross, have shared thesystem, particularly by the Department of Humanitarian
experience with us. We should like to express our deepffairs and the Department of Peace-Keeping Operations,
gratitude to them. the International Committee of the Red Cross and
non-governmental organizations.
The sponsors are submitting their draft resolution to the
Assembly because of the catastrophic situation created by The operative part of the draft resolution highlights the
the massive presence of mines and other unexploded devicesportance of United Nations coordination of activities
in countries that have experienced armed conflict. designed to facilitate the solution of problems linked by the
failure to remove mines.
Under the second preambular paragraph of draft
resolution A/48/L.5, the Assembly would express dismay at ~ To achieve such coordination it is necessary to begin by
the high number of victims of mines and other unexplodedanalysing the precise parameters of the problem the United
devices. Each year, such devices indiscriminately kill andNations, its agencies, Member States and non-governmental
injure countless innocent victims, often children, long afterorganizations must confront because of mines. Then, an
weapons have fallen silent. inventory must be drawn up of means, including financial
means, available to them in dealing with the problem.
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In operative paragraphs 4 and 5, therefore, thebecause my country is in a tragic and, unfortunately, typical
Assembly would request the Secretary-General to submit teituation. In terms of the size of its population, Afghanistan
the General Assembly, before its forty-ninth session, éeads the list of countries threatened by the dangers posed
comprehensive report on the problems caused by thby mines. We learn from the report of the Secretary-
increasing presence of mines and other unexploded devic&seneral of June 1992 that ours is a typical case.
and on the manner in which the United Nations contribution
to the solution of problems relating to mine clearance could In my country, 45,000 mines have been documented in
be strengthened. That report should also consider than area of 25 square kilometres. In all of Afghanistan there
financial aspects of activities related to mine clearance, andre undoubtedly more than 10 million mines. The danger
in that connection the General Assembly would ask thecontinues even as we meet in this Hall; it is grave. In many
Secretary-General to consider the advisability of establishingillages children are wounded every day as they play on
a voluntary trust fund. mined ground. That shows how serious the problem is.

Soviet military aggression in Afghanistan has ended; the Red

If we are to assist the Secretary-General in drawing upArmy is no longer on our territory. But, with more than
his report, many countries must extend their cooperation byt0 million mines, a latent aggression continues, with its
providing him with information, data and the views and attendant delayed danger of death or serious injury. This is
suggestions of their Governments. That is the purpose dd case of "delayed aggression”, with time-bombs scattered in
operative paragraph 6. an unknown pattern invisible to the naked eye. Most wars

of aggression end with the withdrawal of the aggressor, with

Draft resolution A/48/L.5, before the General Assemblya cease-fire, with a document, or with a hand-shake before
today, reflects the growing concern of the internationalthe cameras. But this kind of aggression persists after the
community at the devastation caused by mines and otharonclusion of peace.
unexploded devices in countries emerging from armed
conflict. On behalf of the sponsors, | express the hope that In the general debate, at the 24th meeting, on
it will be adopted without a vote. 11 October, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Afghanistan

stressed the importance of this problem, and noted my

Speaking now on behalf of the European Communitydelegation’s support for a draft resolution on this item.
and its member States, | pledge our full cooperation in theThose are the reasons why Afghanistan has joined in
preparation of the report of the Secretary-General. We hopsponsoring the draft resolution.
that will contribute to the creation of an exhaustive chart
showing the needs resulting from the presence of mines, and | am grateful to the representative of Belgium also for
the means available for meeting them. having clarified a number of points that are made only

between the lines of the draft resolution but that appear to

The European Community and its member States willhave been clear in the minds of the initial sponsors. Should
be following with special attention the follow-up to the the draft resolution be adopted today - | hope without a vote -
Secretary-General's report. In our view, today's draft my delegation will be satisfied with the text as it stands.
resolution is but the first stage of a long-term effort. WeBut if the initial sponsors wish to have suggestions for
hope that at its forty-ninth session the General Assemblyossibly important improvements and additions, it would be
will continue its deliberations on this item with a view to better to take note of these.
considering effective, urgent measures to help countries
affected by the presence of mines to make progress towards Among those points, let me note that it is not only
social rehabilitation and economic reconstruction. human beings that are threatened by mines. Domestic

animals, notably the cattle used for agricultural and other

Mr. FARHADI (Afghanistan) (interpretation from  work, and wild animals can be gravely injured and could die
French) | wish first of all to convey the gratitude of my from the effects of their wounds. This should certainly be
delegation to the representative of Belgium and to the initiabf interest to the United Nations.
sponsors of draft resolution A/48/L.5, that is the countries
members of the European Community, which have Since the Second World War, technology has made
themselves assisted many countries in mine-clearanggrogress, in this case, unfortunately, with harmful
operations. consequences for mankind. Mines from the First World War

were easily found, as they were made of metal, but most of

Afghanistan has joined in sponsoring the drafttoday’s mines are made of plastics, which are terribly
resolution, and | am addressing the Assembly on this itendlifficult to detect. That is why mine clearance is an
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extremely important specialization in today's armies andjust been introduced by the Permanent Representative of
ministries of defence. Belgium, and of course we hope that the draft resolution will
be adopted by consensus.
A very important point that is not clear in the draft

resolution is that the presence of mines militates against the  The Austrian delegation is extremely alarmed by the
return of war refugees, who wish to return now that the wargrowing presence of mines and other unexploded devices in
has ended. But when they learn from those who haveéerritories devastated by armed conflicts. The presence in
already returned that children have been injured when thethe ground of these mines, long after hostilities have ended,
stepped on mines, they are no longer so eager to returis a grave obstacle to the restoration of peace and the return
voluntarily. to normal productive daily life.

The question of reconstruction and rehabilitation has It is often those in the most disadvantaged sector of the
been mentioned. This is particularly important in agriculturepopulation who run the greatest risk of being wounded,
at three stages: sowing, irrigation - so important forkilled or permanently disfigured by mines. They are often
developing countries where there is little rainfall - and theforced by the economic constraints from which they suffer
harvest. At each stage there is a danger for farmers - an return to areas that are unsafe because of the continued
for their wives and children, who are generally involved in presence of mines. The representative of Afghanistan, in a
these tasks, particularly in the harvest - of severe injury, overy relevant statement, has just addressed this specific
even death, because of lack of medical treatment. Thosgroblem.
who are seriously injured are at the mercy of all types of
infections and gangrene, which can be fatal. The intense suffering inflicted on the very high number

of victims of mines, primarily among the civilian population,

In other areas, such as the reconstruction of roads, and an unacceptable affront to the conscience of mankind.
other means of communication - above all, in the so-called’he number of incidents involving children is particularly
war-stricken countries, a sad new term - Afghanistan is agaiappalling.
at the top of the list.

We know, to cite only one example, that in Cambodia

If additions are to be made to the draft resolution, at the200 to 300 men, women and children are torn apart by
very least the question of returning war refugees to theimines every month. For those who lose an arm, a leg or
homes should be included in the preamble. An importantheir sight, for those who are otherwise severely wounded by
item should also be added to the operative part: an urgerithe explosion of one of the 4 million to 7 million mines still
appeal to countries able to assist those most seriouslgemaining in Cambodia, peace has not yet arrived. They
threatened by mines to wundertake mine-clearancenay never be able fully to enjoy the results of peace in their
programmes, including the training of local sappers.country. Statistics on the number of mines in various
Afghanistan has already received such assistance from mamggions are horrifying: 9 million to 10 million in
countries represented here, including Australia, whichAfghanistan; 9 million in Angola; 5 million to 10 million in
assisted in the training of local personnel for mine clearancdyag; 5 million in Kuwait; 1 million to 2 million in Western
personnel who have done a great deal and are still at worlSahara; 1 million to 2 million in Mozambique; 1 million in
The Afghanistan operation is still huge, however, and weSomalia; and 1 million in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
hope soon to receive expanded, concrete assistance,
including assistance from Australia, which, for budgetary The letter (A/48/490) dated 8 October 1993 from the
reasons, | believe, ceased for a time. Permanent Representative of Croatia addressed to the

Secretary-General reminds us that the problem of land mines

We hope to see the draft resolution adopted without also affects countries in central Europe. It states that there
vote, by acclamation, under your presidency, Sir, | assurare some 3 million mines in Croatia. It is clear that the
you that among the resolutions we shall be adopting in thigountry’s reconstruction will be greatly slowed by this
manner this one will indeed be historic. unresolved problem.

Mr. SUCHARIPA (Austria) (nterpretation from In our opinion, the international community should
French: Austria welcomes the initiative of the European make every effort to strengthen cooperation to deal more
Community in having the question "Assistance in mineeffectively with the problem of land mines. In this context,
clearance" added to the agenda. We are pleased to lkee Foreign Ministry and the Defence Ministry of the
co-authors of the draft resolution with that title, which hasRepublic of Austria supported a symposium organized last
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May by an Austrian concern on the subject of mineto the problem of the indiscriminate use of land-mines,
clearance as it relates to the challenge of repatriation andhhich are mutilating men, women and children all over the
rehabilitation. The symposium brought together military andglobe.

civilian experts on mine clearance, political analysts and

representatives of relevant international organizations and Those were the comments the Austrian delegation
non-governmental organizations. wished to make at this stage of our deliberations.

In their conclusions, the participants emphasized the  Mr. INDERFURTH (United States of America):
importance of mine clearance for the success of alUncleared land-mines are a major source of human tragedy
repatriation and rehabilitation programmes. They alscas well as of regional instability. The United States
emphasized that mine-clearance activities require carefubovernment estimates that there are more than 85 million
preparation and training and that medical supplies for thosencleared land-mines scattered in 62 countries throughout the
involved should be given the highest priority. The world. The number is growing each day. Approximately
participants also noted the imperative need to accompany50 people - most of them civilians - are killed or injured
mine clearance operations with education programmes fogach week by land-mines. Land-mines are also a regional
the local population. The symposium recommended thelestabilizing force. They hinder economic reconstruction
establishment of a central repository for information andand development, inhibit the return of refugees and create a
technical databases. source of chaos in countries striving for political stability.

We thank Mr. Jan Eliasson, Under-Secretary-General ~ The United States urges the world community to turn
for Humanitarian Affairs, for having so often emphasized theits attention to this problem now. It must be addressed from
urgency of the problem of land mines. We welcome thetwo sides. First, we need to remove or neutralize those
establishment within the Secretariat of a coordinatedmines already laid. Secondly, we must cut the flow of new
mine-clearance programme, with the participation of themines. The United States Government is pleased to
Department of Humanitarian Affairs, the Department of co-sponsor this draft resolution, which invites Member States
Peace-keeping Operations and other competent bodies. Vé&d non-governmental organizations to provide de-mining
note with satisfaction the inclusion in the mandate of severahssistance, and which asks the Secretary-General to consider
peace-keeping operations of provisions relating to mineestablishing a voluntary fund for training and other activities
clearance. We are following very closely the efforts maderelated to de-mining.
by the International Committee of the Red Cross concerning
the problem of land mines. We also note that, in addition to this draft resolution

addressing mine removal, two draft resolutions relating to

The international community explicitly recognized the land-mines are being submitted in the First Committee. This
horrendous nature of land-mines by concluding theyear the United States plans to submit a draft resolution that
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use ofcalls for a world-wide moratorium on the export of
Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed tanti-personnel land-mines - those which pose a grave danger
Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects,to civilian populations. In addition, we expect that the
and in particular the Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictionsannual resolution on the conventional weapons Convention
on the Use of Mines, Booby Traps and Other Deviceswill include a paragraph calling for a review conference to
(Protocol Il). Austria has ratified the Convention and theconsider, among other things, aspects of the Convention
Protocol. We urge all countries that have not yet ratified therelating to anti-personnel land-mines.

Convention to accede to it as soon as possible.
Last year the United States Government began a

We believe also that the possibility of a moratorium onunilateral moratorium on the export of anti-personnel land-
the export of land-mines should be carefully considered. mines. The United States Senate recently passed

unanimously a three-year extension of that moratorium. We

In this context, we have noted with interest the expect the House of Representatives to vote on that issue
convening by the Secretary-General of a review conferencshortly. We urge all Member States to join my Government
to amend the aforementioned Convention and in particulain support of these efforts to rid the world of land-mines,
its Protocol Il. In our view, it would be a good idea to view both by regulating their export and by developing de-mining
this review conference as a forum for obtaining greaterssistance and training programmes around the world.
adherence. It would also provide an opportunity to build on
existing legal norms in order to find more effective solutions
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Mr. MARUYAMA (Japan): | should like first of all to of the difficulties such operations have experienced in
express my Government's appreciation to the countrieg\fghanistan, Cambodia and Mozambique. Mine-clearing is
members of the European Community for taking the lead ire labor-intensive and long-term undertaking, which requires
promoting the inclusion on the agenda of this new item,ample resources, good planning and technical know-how to
"Assistance in mine clearance", which is certain to help drawensure the desired outcome. The principal responsibility for
the attention of the world to a most pressing problem. mine clearance rests with the country in whose territory the

mines are located, but a concerted effort on the part of the

It has been said that the indiscriminate maiming ofinternational community to support these operations is also
innocent people by land-mines left undetonated andessential.
unretrieved after a period of civil conflict is an affront to the
international conscience. Many tens of millions of mines are Draft resolution A/48/L.5 contains several valid
thought to remain scattered around countries that have beemguments and constructive proposals, particularly those
the scene of such conflict, and they are taking a toll inunderlining the importance of United Nations led
human life. They continue to be a major impediment to thecoordination of mine-clearance activities and the need to
smooth delivery of humanitarian assistance to those in neeithprove the effectiveness of activities in the field. It is my
even after hostilities cease. Not only do they represent &overnment's view that, while the priority accorded mine
constant threat to the lives of civilians: they also hamper thelearance may change over time, and with it responsibility
repatriation of refugees and resettlement of displacedor a given operation, effectiveness and cost-efficiency must
persons, thus affecting activities at all stages, from relief tde maintained. To this end, my Government requests the
development, of the process by which a country strives t@Gecretary-General to prepare a comprehensive report that
restore itself to health after a conflict comes to an end.  will put this broad subject in perspective for us and provide

common ground for a coherent programme.

In "An Agenda for Peace" the Secretary-General
addresses the problem of land-mines and their terrible  Japan supports this draft resolution, proposed by the
consequences, emphasizing the urgency of mine clearancgember countries of the European Community, and joins
for any nation setting off on the road to peace andthem in sponsoring it.
reconstruction. At its last session, the General Assembly
adopted without a vote resolution 47/120 B, which endorses ~ Mr. KOROMA (Sierra Leone): When the Foreign
as useful the proposals he made in this area. MySecretary of my country addressed this Assembly last month,
Government fully subscribes to those proposals ande expressed the strong concern of the Sierra Leone
considers that de-mining efforts should also be emphasizedelegation over the proliferation in the use of mines and
in the terms of reference of peace-keeping operations.  other such explosive devices in areas of conflict, especially

in intra-State conflicts.

In his annual Report on the work of the Organization
(A/48/1), the Secretary-General also stated that the United  Against the background of the Liberian conflict, we in
Nations has launched a concerted drive to address this iss@&erra Leone have been victims on two fronts: first, having
by mobilizing the competent organs of the system. Mine-to cope with the spill-over effects of that conflict; and,
clearing operations are already in place in Afghanistan andecondly, dealing with a war imposed on us by one of the
Cambodia, and in such countries as Angola, Somalia and thiactions in the conflict for allowing our country to be used
former Yugoslavia, where they are part of peace-keeping ands a base for the peace-keeping operation in Liberia, one of
humanitarian efforts. My Government is very much whose main features has been the killing and maiming of
encouraged by the report of the Secretary-General and thavilians and the disruption of meaningful socio-economic
specific steps he has taken. activity through the planting of land-mines. Those weapons,

planted in a primitive and imprecise manner, have proved

For its part, Japan has contributed to de-miningdeadly for our citizens, and those who have survived have
operations in Somalia and Afghanistan by extendingbeen left in appalling conditions. Unexploded mines have
$0.2 million and $14 million, respectively. This is indeed a made the task of post-war reconstruction complicated and all
matter of grave humanitarian concern to my country. the more difficult for my country.

Speaking for the European Community, the Indeed, to quote the Secretary-General in his report to
representative of Belgium has urged that a morethe forty-eighth session of the General Assembly on the
comprehensive programme of action for mine clearance beork of the Organization:
established under United Nations auspices, especially in light
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"Of all the tasks involved in setting a nation on a new Beyond that, however, there must, in our view, be
road to peace and prosperity, perhaps none has thenequivocal action by the international community to outlaw
immediate urgency of mine clearance". A/48/1, the production, sale and use of these devices which, by their
para. 459 indiscriminate spreading of death and severe maiming, have
no place in civilized society.
And he went on:
Sierra Leone therefore fully supports the draft
"no attempt to restore a sense of community andresolution and looks forward to the appropriate follow-up
security can succeed without effective land-mineaction on it.
removal". (bid.)
Mr. KAMAL (Pakistan): The consideration of the issue
The Secretary-General's comments could not be moref mine clearance by the General Assembly is a welcome
true. The grim statistics - which in many instances are atlevelopment. The problems posed by the indiscriminate
best inaccurate assumptions - paint an alarming picture, orlaying of millions of mines in many parts of the world are
in which the increased use of these anti-personnel devicesow of such great magnitude that they can only be resolved
has serious consequences far beyond their militaryoy the concerted action of the entire international
objectives. They now claim as victims more civilian community.
non-combatants on all continents. Recent figures showing
approximately 50 million land-mines in 10 countries around The techniques of mine-laying as well as the nature of
the world are, in our view, conservative and do not take intdand-mines themselves have undergone changes which have
account fully their use in situations of conflict of a had the most horrendous consequences. Mines are no longer
non-international character. Sierra Leone wishes to take notdeployed in localized areas as tactical battlefield weapons.
of the establishment of a coordinated mine-clearancénstead, they are carpeted over vast stretches of land, the
programme within the Secretariat which, we hope, will serveapparent objective being to strike terror among civilians and
as a clearing-house for training and technical facilities forto empty territory. Many of the most tragic victims of such
Member States in this area. mines are children who are maimed for the rest of their
lives.
For societies like mine, whose economies are already
weakened, this activity imposes an unacceptably high strain ~ The question arises as to what course of action should
on medical facilities which are already inadequate. Thebe adopted by the world community. We are of the view
indiscriminate and very often unrecorded planting of land-that a series of steps should be taken in three areas:
mines in areas of generally high economic potential - suchmeasures to impart training and know-how to affected
as farming, grazing and mining areas - ensures that theountries; measures to improve mine-clearance technology;
post-conflict resumption of economic activity and commerceand, finally, measures to strengthen the legal norms
is hindered considerably. The consequences of this aregarding the use of mines.
obvious. That is why we believe that the initiative of the
European Community to inscribe this item on assistance in  Most of the countries that are affected by the problem
mine clearance on this session’s agenda could not have beeh uncleared minefields lack the expertise to clear and
more timely. It thus brings to the attention of the neutralize unexploded mines. The United Nations agencies
international community the need to take concrete steps iand the Member States can be of immense help by setting
dealing with this scourge, which the International Committeeup institutional mechanisms for the exchange of information
of the Red Cross has described as an active menace usedatod know-how, as well in the training of personnel in mine-
terrorize populations with the goal of denying access to landclearance techniques. In this regard, we greatly appreciate
the measures taken by the European Community to
My delegation sees draft resolution A/48/L.5, which we strengthen the mine-clearing capabilities of affected
have co-sponsored, as a first step in encouraging aountries.
coordinated approach on the part of the United Nations to
the issue of mine clearance, especially through the provision  As regards technology, attention needs to be given to
of resources, training, technical assistance and théwo separate aspects. Studies should be conducted with a
establishment of humanitarian, social and economiwiew to evolving more efficient and modern techniques for
programmes to enable Member States so afflicted to embardlearing mines and unexploded devices from large areas.
on mine clearance and to rehabilitate the victims for theirPresent mine-clearing tools, which have been described by
reintegration into society. scientists as "glorified farm implements”, are clearly
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inadequate for the task. Secondly, there is a need to Mr. VILCHEZ ASHER (Nicaragua) (interpretation
consider the desirability of ensuring that all mines havefrom Spanish) On behalf of the Central American countries,
built-in mechanisms for rendering them inactive after al wish to emphasize the particular importance our countries
certain period. attach to this item, which was introduced so generously by
the members of the European Community.
It is necessary, also, to take steps to strengthen the legal
sanctions against the indiscriminate use of land mines. It is estimated that at the present time there are more
Stricter rules should be formulated to compel armies tahan 100 million land-mines scattered in more than 60
record the locations of mines so that they can be removedountries.  The seriousness and the cruelty of the
after the cessation of hostilities. Carpet mining, theindiscriminate use of mines without any type of controls or
dropping of mines from aeroplanes and other methods oény appropriate registry of their location, as recommended
scattering mines indiscriminately must be prohibited. Also,by international law, have not respected any border. In areas
a ban on the use of mines that have a disproportionate effeetaching from Afghanistan to Cambodia and Ethiopia, in
on the civilian population, especially anti-personnel minesKuwait, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Peru and the former
needs to be considered. Republic of Yugoslavia, to mention just a few examples, the
spectre of human suffering is enormous, encompassing
There is, furthermore, a need for inflicting penalties onthousands of persons killed or maimed and damage to the
the parties responsible for the indiscriminate use of lanchational infrastructure. Especially cruel is the odious
mines. The principle of "abuser pays" is relevant in thispractice of disguising these lethal weapons as toys, thus
context and should be applied forcefully. Those who sowendangering the lives of the most innocent.
the mines should be made to reap the consequences of
paying for their removal and destruction. It is also our view In the case of Nicaragua, for instance, it is estimated
that the affected parties should not be asked to bear thiat some 160,000 mines resulting from the conflict of the
immense and prolonged costs of rehabilitating a maimed anpast decade have not yet been located. A similar situation
injured populace. Rather, the costs should be borne by therevails in other countries of Central America.
countries that resort to such inhuman forms of warfare.
According to statistics of the International Committee
We are of the opinion that these legal measures can bef the Red Cross, 23 per cent of those killed by mine
considered in a review Conference of the 1980 Conventioexplosions in Afghanistan and Cambodia were children. In
prohibiting the use of inhuman weapons - especially ProtocoKabul, 50 per cent were women and children. In Somalia,
I of this Convention regarding the use of mines, booby traps74.6 per cent of the victims of mines were children between
and other devices. We, of course, support the moves beinfpe ages of 5 and 15. Given this serious situation, the
made to convene such a conference in the near future. Wénited Nations and the various human rights groups and
also pay a tribute to the work being done by theinternational organizations have alerted the international
International Committee of the Red Cross on this subject. community to the devastating effects of the use of mines,
since these are used not only for military purposes but also
Pakistan will continue to take a keen interest in thiswith the objective of breaking down the operational capacity
issue. As Member States are well aware, we ourselves amnd the morale of the enemy, affecting mainly the
affected seriously by the fallout from the land-mine warfaredefenceless civilian population.
conducted by the Soviet Army against Afghanistan. Our
medical resources have been stretched thin in an effort to  The political, economic and social crisis in Central
treat and rehabilitate the thousands of Afghans who havémerica, which reached a high point in the 1980s, impeded
been crippled by mines. We continue to host, even todaydevelopment in the countries of the region, worsened the
a milion and a half Afghan refugees, who, quite poverty levels, intensified the arms race, and resulted in
understandably, are not in a position to return to their mine300,000 deaths and 2 million refugees and displaced persons.
strewn homeland. All efforts for the reconstruction andAll of this had a direct impact on hundreds of Central
rebuilding of Afghanistan, and for the resettlement of itsAmerican families because of the violence, which was the
people, are bound to fail until the problem of mine-clearanceeommon denominator of the crisis.
is addressed and resolved. Pakistan is committed to
contributing all that it can to the resolution of this problem. The number of victims of war in Nicaragua alone
We expect the international community’s active assistance immounts to more than 100,000, of whom 16,000 persons are
this task. incapacitated, many of them as a result of mine explosions.
Most of these are young people, women and children, for
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whose sake the Government has undertaken variousommunity and security can succeed without effective land-
initiatives and is making great efforts to generatemine removal. For the Central American countries, this is
employment or produce benefits. Our countries, which fora task that cannot be put off.
more than a decade have suffered the effects of war, can on
the basis of their own experience bear witness to the tragic =~ We are convinced that in all countries that are victims
situation confronting any country with broad geographicalof armed conflicts the main responsibility for mine clearance
regions that have been mined. falls to the State where the mines were laid. But we must
take into account the enormous, priority tasks facing countries -
As far as mine clearance is concerned, Nicaragua hasnost of them developing countries - that, like Nicaragua,
thus far enjoyed the cooperation of the Organization othave been devastated by the effects of war; after long years
American States, the Inter-American Defense Board and thaif conflict, they have to make great efforts to achieve
of friendly countries. We have concluded the preparatoryreconciliation and economic and social development, and
preliminary stage of mine-clearing and have trained officialsthey do not have the necessary technical and financial
and members of the army of our country in mine resources to carry out complete mine clearance.
destruction. This project is being duly implemented, thus
removing the danger from areas that are needed for It has been estimated that it will be several decades
agriculture and for livestock. None the less, further effortsbefore the milions of mines can be cleared;
are necessary. Mr. Jan Eliasson, the Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs, has said that the experts estimate that
Resolution 47/56, on the Convention on Prohibitions orit may take 40 or 50 years for the spectre of minefields to be
Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weaponsaid to rest. Therefore, we think it both urgent and timely
Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or tofor the Assembly to adopt the draft resolution (A/48/L.5) on
Have Indiscriminate Effects, and in particular on theassistance in mine clearance. Our delegations are in
Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines,complete agreement over both the meaning and the scope of
is of particular importance for our countries. We ought inthis document.
future to avoid completely the use of mines, and in this way
remove serious obstacles which prolong the effects of war  Of particular importance is the establishment of a
even in times of peace. voluntary trust fund to support information and training
programmes relating to mine clearance activities. Our
In this connection, it is of great importance to our delegations nevertheless consider that the work still to be
countries that peace-keeping operations include in theidone is very complex, and that it is therefore vital for the
mandate, once peace has been achieved, the destructionldriited Nations, with the support of the international
arms as well as the removal of mines, which in most casesommunity, to expand its mine clearance assistance
continue to cause the loss of innocent human lives even aftgrogrammes.
the achievement of peace. The Central American countries
support the proposal made by the Secretary-General in his  Accordingly, the United Nations must give priority to
report "An Agenda for Peace" (A/47/277): in the chapter onensuring humanitarian assistance and transit for refugees,
post-conflict peace-building, he underscores the importanceghtening up coordination between the Department of
of removing mines from those countries that are victims ofHumanitarian Affairs and peace-keeping operations and
conflict because of the harmful effects of the presence ofhoroughly considering various ways to enhance resources
mines and other unexploded devices. for programmes that fund mine clearance. It should also
gather information and collate work on researching and
In Central America, the presence of mines and othemanalysing the existing legal instruments, with a view to
explosive devices has claimed many victims. Not only areadapting them to the new international realities.
their effects a risk to the civilian population but they also
significantly hinder the recovery and reconstruction of the Mr. AYALA LASSO (Ecuador) (interpretation from
economy and the establishment of normalcy in civilianSpanish): The delegation of Ecuador welcomes the initiative
society. of the States members of the European Community and by
the Nordic countries in proposing to the Assembly, in draft
We agree with the Secretary-General that of all theresolution A/48/L.5, that a series of actions should be taken
tasks involved in setting a nation on a new road to peace anby the international community to deal with the serious
prosperity, perhaps none has the immediate urgency of mingroblem of the mines that have been laid in various parts of
clearance, and that no attempt to restore a sense die world.
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Bodies within the United Nations system, and manymechanisms for mine clearance are being worked out those
others, both intergovernmental and private, have been takinhat benefit financially from selling mines should shoulder
measures to cooperate with States facing the tragic situatiaieir responsibility and contribute to financing programmes
caused by the matter which we are now discussing. If théo eliminate this menace to the civilian population. Taking
draft resolution is adopted, we are convinced that thosa small margin from their profits would make it possible to
efforts can be coordinated properly and that the valuablearry out this humanitarian task, and would have two
experience of States and other entities involved can be pufdvantages: for one thing, it would avoid having to impose
in a flexible, timely and effective manner, at the service ofa further burden of contributions on countries that are
those who need it most. increasingly reluctant to allocate funds for international

cooperation; for another, it would point clearly to where

The figures speak for themselves. Estimates of thdegal responsibility - not only the moral responsibility - for
number of mines to be cleared range from 100 million tothis universal problem lies.

200 million, scattered all over the world: Afghanistan,
Guatemala, Cambodia, Mozambique, Laos, Somalia and Similarly, in drafting the report requested in the draft
elsewhere. This is a menace to the civilian population irresolution, the Secretary-General will have to take into
many regions. However, statistics about the victims areaccount the specific obligations, under the Protocol on
scarce. Suffice it to say that for every survivor there areProhibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby
two deaths. Of the survivors, about three out of four requireTraps and Other Devices, of States that have laid mines.
amputations. In the affected countries, two people per
thousand have been hurt by these devices, and in some We therefore urge Member States to take these
countries - Somalia, for example - over 70 per cent of theconsiderations into account when they draft their responses
wounded are children under 15. to the Secretary-General, and we request the Secretary-
General to design and propose appropriate mechanisms for

Just a few minutes ago, the representative of Nicaraguputting those suggestions into practice, in an effective
reminded us of the statements in this connection bymanner, in implementation of the draft resolution, which we
Nicaragua’'s Foreign Minister, who speaks of the huge taslare convinced will be adopted overwhelmingly today.
it will be to get rid of 160,000 mines in 800 different places,
of which some 200 are unknown. According to official Mr. NOBILO (Croatia): | should like to take this
accounts, Nicaragua has one mine for every 30 people. opportunity to congratulate you, Sir, on your election to the

presidency of the General Assembly at its forty-eighth

Ecuador, faithful to its humanist and humanitarian session and to compliment you on your achievements thus
principles, cannot remain indifferent in the face of thisfar.
terrifying situation, and has therefore decided to support the
draft resolution, as we consider it a step in the right | should also like to commend the European
direction. However, we believe that in preparing the report,Community for undertaking the valuable initiative of having
requested in paragraph 5, on the feasibility of establishing ¢he item "Assistance in mine clearance" included on the
fund to finance mine clearance programmes, the Secretaryxgenda. This item is of far-reaching importance to post-war
General should take into account the special responsibility ofeconstruction and peace-building measures in troubled areas
the countries that produce and export such devices. around the world.

According to a report by the International Committee From Cambodia and Afghanistan to Mozambique and
of the Red Cross, one State alone has an annual turnover Gfroatia, 150 precious human lives are lost each week, not at
$168 million in cluster mine systems, including the hands of ruthless snipers or the impact of intentionally
anti-personnel components. The opportunities opening up ofired mortars, but because of well-camouflaged land-mines.
the international markets for these new mine systems ar€he United Nations Secretariat estimates that 62 countries
prompting many companies to invest in developing neware infested with nearly 100 million land mines. The
technologies, which are not only boosting profits in oneRepublic of Croatia is one of those countries. At present in
sector of the arms market, but are also improving the mine€roatia 300,000 hectares of land have been seeded with
to prevent their removal and destruction. nearly 3 million mines and 1 million hectares contain

various kinds of other explosive devices.

Although this is a subject that will be dealt with in due
course by the First Committee, which is responsible for The minefields on Croatian territory are not only
disarmament matters, | believe that when financialseriously jeopardizing the security of the people living in the
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area; mines are also inflicting a heavy burden on the The Republic of Croatia co-sponsored the draft

Croatian economy. Therefore, my Government has beeresolution before the General Assembly, in the sincere hope

forced to undertake a programme to free its land ofthat the results of our discussion today will soon be visible

explosive devices. Unfortunately this task is very hard toin the areas which at present, because of mines, have been

carry out, especially since we have limited resources anturned into "killing fields".

insufficient equipment. Furthermore, Croatia has witnessed

the passage of two harvest cycles which have left massive  Mr. KEATING (New Zealand): Land mines are an

amounts of foliage and ground vegetation, impairing normainsidious scourge. They are killing and maiming people,

visibility, which can be vital to detection. These particularly civilians, in Asia, Africa, Latin America and

complications on the ground also create optimal condition€Europe.

for accidental detonation, further threatening the lives of

civilians and specially trained mine-clearing personnel. New Zealand joins earlier speakers in expressing deep

concern about the devastating effects that randomly laid,

Croatia, facing as it does economic hardships, andincharted and uncleared land mines are having on civilians

considering the great financial and technologicalin countries such as Cambodia, Mozambique and the former

requirements for a programme of land-mine clearance, i¥ugoslavia.

incapable of solving the problem singlehandedly, although it

is trying to extract from its own programme the maximum In addition to their devastating impact on individuals

benefits possible. At present the Croatian Government isvho come in contact with them, land mines have very

accommodating 270,000 displaced persons and well ovdrarmful social and economic effects. Uncleared land mines

280,000 refugees from the neighbouring Republic of Bosnidaid in fields, forests and watercourses prevent the growing

and Herzegovina. In addition to funding humanitarianof food and crops, the raising of livestock and the

assistance for half a million people, Croatia is strugglingrehabilitation of land. These weapons are denying civilians

with heavy economic losses and industrial decay as a resulh war-ravaged areas the right to social and economic

of devastating Serbian aggression. The presence of lamécovery.

mines has caused an annual loss of $230 million in the

agricultural sector alone and an additional $70 million has The United Nations’s peace-keeping operations are also

been lost in forestry and hunting. Because of thesaffected, and in some cases threatened, by land mines which

conditions, 330,000 hectares of land sits unworked. jeopardize the safety of peace-keeping personnel.

A comprehensive international programme for New Zealand fully supports the call for a
assistance in mine clearance is an important step in theomprehensive programme of assistance with mine
overall process of the reconstruction of countries in theclearance. For us, this is not merely an item of theoretical
post-conflict phase. In applying the mine-clearinginterest. New Zealand peace-keepers have witnessed the
programme to each country, specific circumstances must bdevastating effects of land mines during numerous United
reconsidered, and not only from the geographical omations operations in countries such as Afghanistan and the
technical point of view. For Croatia such a programmeformer Yugoslavia, and have themselves suffered casualties
would ease economic recovery and the reinstatement of fiom these weapons. New Zealand has contributed over the
secure and normal living environment, facilitate the return ofyears to the mine-clearance training programme in
refugees and displaced persons, alleviate transportation ardghanistan.
communication barriers, safeguard civilians and United
Nations personnel and facilitate the reintegration of the De-mining is also an important part of New Zealand'’s
United Nations protected areas into the Republic of Croatiacontribution to United Nations efforts to rehabilitate parts of

Cambodia. New Zealand personnel are working with other

Mines pose a continuous threat to the lives and securitpeace-keepers involved in the United Nations Transitional
of United Nations personnel serving in peace-keepingAuthority in Cambodia (UNTAC) process to establish the
missions. They restrict the movement of United NationsCambodian Mine Action Centre. The Centre controls
forces, whether they are delivering humanitarian aid omde-mining operations, mine awareness and education
keeping the peace in hostile areas. This is an additional, bygrogrammes in Cambodia, and it is expected that the
important, reason why the question of "Assistance in mine&Cambodian Government will soon take over the operation.
clearance" must have its place on the United Nations agenda.

Controls on the use of land mines are few. The only
specific multilateral agreement controlling the use of land
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mines is Protocol Il of what is commonly known as the continue to provide what assistance we can on practical
inhumane weapons Convention. mine clearance when that is needed.

The Convention itself is a significant document, but New Zealand therefore wholeheartedly supports the
States parties need to address some serious weaknespessent draft resolution, which seeks to encourage, organize
which limit its effectiveness, particularly in regard to and coordinate national, regional and global assistance on
Protocol Il. For example, while it calls for the clearance of mine clearance.
land mines after a conflict ends, no verification mechanism
exists for ensuring compliance. Also, in cases where Mr. PIBULSONGGRAM (Thailand): My delegation
non-compliance is clear, the Convention lacks anywelcomes the opportunity to participate in these deliberations
enforcement provisions. New Zealand therefore supports then the new and important agenda item on mine clearance.
call for a review conference which will seek to strengthenWe have heard many delegations stress the importance of
the Convention by considering these issues. Such this issue, in regard to which a draft resolution is before us.
conference should concentrate with the utmost urgency on
the issue of land mines and make effective controls on these In his report on the work of the Organization, which we
weapons its first priority. considered just last week, the Secretary-General stressed the

importance of mine-clearing. He stated that

In order to make plain our abhorrence of the effects of
land mines and to become fully engaged in the review "Of all the tasks involved in setting a nation on a
conference process, New Zealand has ratified the new road to peace and prosperity, perhaps none has the
Convention. We urge others to do the same. We note that immediate urgency of mine clearance(A/48/1,

it seems likely that the review conference will be held in para. 459)
1995, which should give signatories plenty of opportunity to
ratify. In his report he mentions the situation in Afghanistan,

Angola, Cambodia, Mozambique, Somalia and the former
In the meantime, until the review gets under way, weYugoslavia, saying:
would encourage dialogue on land-mines issues between
interested States, and we support proposals to establish a "Tens of millions of mines have been left in areas of
group of experts to facilitate discussions in the run-up to the  conflict". (ibid.)
conference.
The presence of mines is a major obstacle to human
The use of land-mines by States is not the onlyresettlement, the restoration of transport infrastructure and,
problem. A further issue of concern is that land-mines havendeed, socio-economic recovery. The Secretary-General
in recent times been used in conflicts not only by States butoncluded that no attempt to restore a sense of community
also by groups that are not able to be represented at thend security can succeed without effective land-mine
United Nations negotiating table. Some type of effectiveremoval.
control must also be put on the use of land-mines by groups
that could not become a party to any convention. We also welcome the Secretary-General's launching of
a coordinated programme of action on mine clearance
Such an issue can be addressed by examining the tradievolving the Department of Humanitarian Affairs, the
in land-mines and adopting measures to limit or prevent theiDepartment of Peace-keeping Operations and other
supply. In this context, New Zealand acknowledges thecompetent bodies.
unilateral actions of the United States and France in placing
moratoriums on the transfer of land mines. The Secretary-General has reported that in Afghanistan
at least 10 million mines were left behind after the recent
New Zealand considers the random, widespread use affar. These remaining uncleared mines continue to hinder
land-mines and the effect they are having on civilians to beseriously the restoration of normal life in many parts of that
a problem of the gravest concern. We must work togethecountry. The Secretary-General also mentions in his report
to foster controls on the use of these weapons. the successful use of mine-detecting dogs. Thailand is proud
to have participated in this effort. Mine-detecting dog teams
New Zealand is already working with other countries from the Royal Thai Army were involved not only in the
under the auspices of the United Nations, and we shalhctual mine clearance but also in the training of local
mine-clearing dog teams.
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In Cambodia, where the country is entering a newus, and have joined in sponsoring it. We look forward to
phase of national reconciliation and rehabilitation following the Secretary-General’'s comprehensive report, which he has
the successful holding of general elections and thébeen requested to submit prior to the forty-ninth session of
establishment of a new Government, a number ofthe General Assembly. We are also of the view that the
challenging obstacles and problems remain to be overcomeossibility of establishing a voluntary trust fund for mine
Of high priority is the question of the resettlement of clearance should be explored.
thousands of displaced persons and demobilized soldiers.

These people, Cambodia’s most valuable human assets, My delegation joins in expressing the hope that the

should be able to return to their villages, lead their lives indraft resolution before us will enjoy the widest possible

normalcy and thus contribute to the strengthening of thesupport.

country’s economy. Unfortunately, resettlement has proved

difficult, since a large part of Cambodia was mined during Prince SISOWATH SIRIRATH (Cambodia): First of

the decade-long armed conflict.  According to theall, my delegation would like to express sincere thanks to the

Secretary-General, approximately 5 million mines are spreaBuropean Community and various other friendly countries

all over the eastern districts. For this very reason, we viewor taking the initiative of introducing draft

de-mining as one of the essential prerequisites irresolution A/48/L.5, entitled "Assistance in mine clearance",

Cambodia’s reconstruction process. Failure to carry this outinder agenda item 155.

would jeopardize thousands of lives and put the safety of the

international personnel involved in humanitarian and Cambodia has supposedly closed a 21-year chapter of

development assistance in constant danger. the horrors of war, but the Cambodian people continue to
suffer a relentless series of man-made disasters from the

It has also been said that the war in Cambodia maynassive number of land-mines that were planted all over our
have been the first in history in which more people werecountry’s fields during the war. Today, as a cease-fire takes
killed by mines than by any other type of armament. Evenreffect thanks to the Paris Peace Agreement of
now the people of Cambodia are still, tragically, dying or23 October 1991, and as peace once again reigns in the
losing their limbs at the rate of 200 to 300 a month becauseountry, thousands of mines are still found along footpaths,
of some 4 million land-mines left behind. Sadly, such ain rice paddies and riverbeds and around villages and
situation exists not only in Cambodia but also in Angola,hamlets.

Afghanistan, Mozambique and elsewhere. My delegation

therefore joins in urging the international community not to The people of my country refer to land-mines as

be oblivious to the importance of the issue of mine-clearancéeternal sentinels" which never sleep and are always ready

and to assist these countries in an endeavour which, taking strike. Unless these mines are cleared and destroyed, they

into account the millions of mines involved, may last for will continue to kill innocent civilians well into the twenty-

decades. first century. Unlike bombs or artillery shells, which are
specially designed to explode when they approach or hit

On its part, Thailand has dispatched two engineeringheir target, land-mines lie dormant until a person, a vehicle
battalions to Cambodia to assist in mine clearance andr an animal triggers their firing mechanism. These
highway rehabilitation - one battalion as part of the Unitedland-mines are blind weapons that cannot distinguish
Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) and between a soldier and a civilian. They recognize no peace
the other as part of our bilateral assistance to Cambodia - itreaty or cease-fire. They will continue to exist long after
addition to other forms of bilateral assistance in humanthe war is over; they will maim or kill the children and
resources development. | do not wish to overstatggrandchildren of the soldiers who laid them.

Thailand’s contribution; yet, however token it may seem, it

clearly demonstrates our willingness to lend assistance where  In war or in peace, military personnel injured by

possible and whenever required. Indeed, Thailand isand-mines stand a better chance of receiving prompt

prepared to continue rendering the necessary assistance, rasdical care than civilians. As we all know, foot soldiers

we have done in the past, be it in the area of infrastructur@isually travel in groups and carry first-aid and

development or in human-resources development. communication equipment. They can always radio their
military bases or camps for help. On the other hand, few,

My delegation wishes to congratulate Belgium and theif any, civilians caught in or near war zones have access to
European Community, the original sponsors of this importantapid-evacuation facilities. The civilians most likely to
and timely item, for bringing it to the attention of the encounter land-mines are the rural poor who live far from
General Assembly. We support the draft resolution beforégowns or cities and who have access to no proper medical
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facilities. The poor peasants looking for wood and food orset as a priority the creation of rehabilitation centres for
tilling their fields are particularly at risk. Children herding disabled persons to help them adjust to their new life and
livestock are likewise extremely vulnerable. And, prevent them from becoming beggars or petty criminals.
sometimes, children attracted by the unfamiliar and unawar®any amputees, unable to find work, nowadays drift to the
of the hazard, play with mines, which they think are toys,capital city of Phnom Penh or to other large towns and
with devastating results. become a burden to the Government and an unpleasant sight
for visitors and Cambodians alike.

Even when civilians injured by land-mines reach
medical facilities, they often fail to receive proper care My delegation knows that the problem of land mines is
because X-ray film, anaesthetics, surgical equipment andot a problem in Cambodia alone, but that the same situation
antibiotics are unavailable or in short supply. In general, thes found also in Afghanistan, Angola, Lebanon, Somalia, and
victims of land-mines are more likely to require amputationsBosnia and Herzegovina, countries which have been so
than victims wounded by other munitions. devastated by long conflicts and wars.

Just last week, my Government, under the premiership My delegation is deeply grateful to the
of His Royal Highness Prince Norodom Ranariddh andnon-governmental organizations, such as Cambodia Trust of
His Excellency Mr. Hun Sen, addressed a letter to theGreat Britain, the Indochina Project and many others, and in
Secretary-General on the critical problem of land-mines imparticular to Handicap International, the Belgian-based
Cambodia. They said that the mine problem in Cambodia atumanitarian organization that has 13 prosthetics workshops
present is horrendous and is a major barrier to growththroughout Cambodia; these organizations have helped in the
development and safety. Mines kill or maim more thanrehabilitation of disabled Cambodians, victims of land-mines.
300 Cambodians a month; they deny access to land on which
to grow food and resettle displaced persons; they place a My delegation wishes to bring to the attention of the
tremendous burden on an already limited infrastructure; andepresentatives here the problem of land-mines which lie
they deny Cambodians their basic right to a safescattered throughout Cambodia, and requests the ongoing
environment. help and cooperation of the international community to

remove as many of them as possible.

Cambodia, with a population of over 9 million, already
has the highest percentage of physically disabled inhabitants  The United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia
of any country in the world. There are now over will officially end its duty in Cambodia on
40,000 amputees in Cambodia as a result of injury froml5 November 1993. The international staff will have left
mines. Most of the casualties have been civilian peasantSambodia by then, and no advisers will be available to assist
who stepped on mines while gathering firewood, harvestinghe Cambodians with safety, technical matters, logistics,
rice, herding animals or fishing. Nearly as many have dieccommunications and finances and to liaison with the United
from loss of blood, undiscovered in the fields, or haveNations Cambodia Mine Action Centre's de-mining trust
succumbed to their wounds because no transport wasind. De-mining operations so far as we know, will no
available to get them to medical help. longer function as of 1 November 1993.

Most amputees, when cured, leave hospital with little United Nations assistance is required immediately if a
hope for the future. Cambodia is an agrarian country andimely remedy is to be found. Bilateral solutions have been
needs the muscle power of every able-bodied citizen for itproposed and investigated, but that process will take months;
survival. Our agriculture is very labour-intensive andthe Cambodia Mine Action Centre will wither and a major
requires the participation of everyone. A person who iseffort will be required to start it again.
physically disabled can become a burden to the family,
becoming someone who eats but does not produce anything. A solution to the problem of land-mines in Cambodia
| am saddened to report to the Assembly that after 21 yearns required urgently. It appears that the only solution for
of war and suffering Cambodia still has no rehabilitationcontinuing the de-mining is an extension of remaining
centres and no laws that can protect disabled persons againisternational staff at the Cambodia Mine Action Centre for
discrimination or exploitation. a period of 60 days while all issues are resolved.

But in the new Constitution promulgated by His The United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia
Majesty Norodom Sihanouk, King of Cambodia, on has accomplished so much by setting up the Cambodian
24 September 1993, the Royal Cambodian Government hadine Action Centre, and it would make no sense to allow it
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to close for lack of a small international advisory group.operations in the Second World War. Large numbers of
The Cambodian Mine Action Centre has so far cleared oveland-mines were planted in our soil during that war. Mine
3,800,000 square meters of mine fields. This dangerous taskplosions have resulted in the loss of thousands of lives and
requires a sizeable budget for special equipment for the nexhe continued presence of minefields still obstructs our
five to ten years. My delegation hopes that the internationaéfforts to combat drought and desertification and hampers
community can help make Cambodia safe for present andur attempts to promote land reclamation.
future generations.
My delegation welcomes the fact that the General
Given the importance attached by many concernedAssembly has agreed to inscribe an item on the agenda of
countries to this critical issue, my delegation urges thethis session entitled "Assistance in mine clearance". By the
support of the international community in obtaining their same token, my delegation welcomes the draft resolution
help and cooperation. My delegation is also fully aware ofunder this item which is contained in document A/48/L.5 as
the significant participation by the international community the contents of the draft address some of our concerns,
in responding to the problem of land-mines in Cambodiaparticularly in its reference to paragraph 58 of "An Agenda
and we are profoundly grateful to those who have reacted ifor Peace", which deals with the problems arising from
an extremely positive manner and indicated their willingnessand-mines in present or former combat zones. We had
to continue helping Cambodia recover from this terriblehoped for a clear explicit reference to this problem in the
nightmare. draft resolution. By the same token, we believe that the
draft resolution should have taken into consideration some
It is in this context that my delegation is pleased toof the other aspects of the problem of land-mines by calling
co-sponsor draft resolution A/48/L.5, entitled "Assistance inupon the States responsible for planting those land-mines to
mine clearance", under agenda item 155. submit all the necessary information and technical assistance
required in mine clearance activities as well as payment of
Mr. ELHOUDERI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) compensation for the damage caused to States in whose soll
(interpretation from Arabil: The areas which at one time land mines were planted as was previously called for in the
or another were theatres of military operations and in whoseesolutions adopted by the General Assembly and other
soil large numbers of land-mines were planted havebodies and organizations, such as the Organization of the
continued to be a grave source of fear and anxiety. On théslamic Conference and the United Nations Development
one hand, this existence of land-mines continues to impedBrogramme.
economic development and obstruct every effort to limit
degradation of the environment. For a long time now, the While expressing its positiomis-a-visthe problem of
General Assembly has been demonstrating its awareness laind mines and how to deal with their collateral effects, our
the devastating effects of land-mines by adopting numeroudelegation hopes that the resolution to be adopted by the
resolutions on the issue, the latest being resolution 40/197General Assembly in this regard will contribute to solving
In those resolutions, the Assembly highlighted the dangerthis problem. In this connection, my delegation wishes to
resulting from the presence of the material remnants of waremphasize in particular the contents of operative paragraph
especially land-mines, because of loss of life, destruction 06 of the draft resolution, which urges all Member States to
property and grave obstruction of efforts aimed at landextend full assistance and cooperation to the Secretary-
reclamation and reconstruction. General in this respect and to provide him with any
information and data which would be useful in drawing up
The Secretary-General, in his report "An Agenda forthe report he will submit to the next session of the General
Peace" (A/47/277), accorded considerable attention to thAssembly.
problem of land-mines. He emphasized the urgent need for
de-mining because of the danger land-mines pose to people’s Ms. TREIMANIS (Latvia): |1 am speaking on behalf of
lives and the adverse effects they have on economic activitigstonia, Lithuania and my own country, Latvia.
especially in the areas of reviving agriculture and road
building. In discussing "An Agenda for Peace" in the forty- We welcome the initiative of the European community
seventh session of the General Assembly, my delegatiom proposing the inclusion of the item entitled "Assistance in
thanked the Secretary-General for dealing with this problemmine clearance" in the agenda of the General Assembly. We
and particularly for his emphasis on the need to address th&hould like to emphasize that mine clearance is a necessary
grave problem of land-mines which remain scattered incomponent of peace-building, since it assists in establishing
many areas of past hostilities as is the case with regard tthe conditions for lasting peace in areas of conflict and
my country which was one of the theatres of military tension. @~ We share the concern about the serious
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humanitarian, social, economic and ecological destruction  May | take it that the Assembly decides to adopt draft
which can and will be caused by the failure to removeresolution A/48/L.5?

mines, as well as the harm caused by remaining minefields

to the civilian population and peace-keeping missions in Draft resolution A/48/L.5 was adopted

countries stricken by armed conflict. Assistance in mine(resolution 48/7).

clearance is of crucial importance to these countries, as they

lack the necessary resources to clear the huge minefields left  The PRESIDENT: | now call on the representative of
by armed conflict. This matter is not the business of theCuba, who wishes to explain his delegation’s position. May
affected countries alone, but a subject of concern for all recall that such explanations are limited to 10 minutes and
States, as the security of every region is in the interest oghould be made by delegations from their seats.

each and every member of the world community. We

believe that the work in mine clearing should be pursued on ~ Mr. RIVERO (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish)
the basis of a programme of the United Nations and inMy delegation wishes to explain its position on draft
cooperation with regional organizations. Such a programmeesolution A/48/L.5, which was submitted under agenda item
would provide the necessary assistance to launch th&s5 by the delegations of the European Economic
clearance operations as well as provide relevant informatio@ommunity and others, and which is entitled "Assistance in
and training programmes to all countries. mine clearance."

It is appropriate to point out that this assistance be My delegation associates itself with those delegations
provided not only to countries that have recently experiencethat have expressed concern about the effects of the
civil strife and war but also to countries that are undergoingexistence of minefields on the civilian population in
the transition caused by recent major political changes. Theountries that have experienced armed conflicts, and it
Baltic States are facing this problem as part of theassociates itself with the need to proceed to clear such areas.
consequence of the illegal presence of the foreign militaryin light of those considerations Cuba participated actively in
forces on their sovereign soil. Those forces have abused otine Conference held under United Nations auspices in the
soil and are leaving behind considerable acreage with largearly 1980s, which resulted in the Convention on
numbers of unexploded devices. There are also numerouwrohibitions or Restrictions of Use of Certain Conventional
ammunition depots which need clearance. Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively

Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects and its three
There are many sites in the Baltic States which areProtocols, one of which deals specifically with mines.
extremely dangerous. In Latvia there are more than 42,000
hectares of territory that need clearance and that contain an In addition, my delegation recognizes that the need for
estimated 24,000 unexploded devices. It would take Latviamine-clearing operations has taken on greater urgency in
with its limited technical knowledge and personnel resourcesiecent years owing to conflicts that have taken place
30 years to clear these sites. Many of the depots ancecently, and that various actions have been taken by
armaments date back to the Second World War. The lacknternational and non-governmental organizations in this
of necessary technical and personnel resources to carry otdgard. None the less, although my delegation has joined in
successfully the clearance of sites creates a potential dangde consensus on the draft resolution because it shares the
for the civilian population and prohibits the recovery of any humanitarian spirit that inspires it, we do wish to place on
land for peaceful agricultural purposes. record a few considerations of a political and technical
nature that we view as important.
We are co-sponsoring the draft resolution, "Assistance
in mine clearance", guided by the conviction that the First, the question of mine clearance is one of the
successful implementation of the text to be adopted willsubjects considered in the Secretary-General’s report, "An
contribute to the promotion of peace and security in theAgenda for Peace," and on which negotiations have been
world, save lives and help promote a speedier recovery dfeld and certain decisions reached. My delegation feels it is
the affected lands for peaceful purposes. inappropriate to extract specific matters from the body of
subjects and proposals in "An Agenda for Peace" on which
The PRESIDENT. We have heard the last speaker in decisions have been taken, since such a practice may lead to
the debate on this item. The Assembly will now take aa proliferation of resolutions that could seriously complicate
decision on draft resolution A/48/L.5. our work and lead to possible confusion.
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Secondly, any consideration of the conduct of mine-modifications with regard to mines. My delegation believes
clearing activities should take place within the framework ofthat this matter should have been considered in an integrated
General Assembly resolution 47/120 B, which, as has beeway in a single forum, namely, the First Committee, in a
recalled, stresses that post-conflict peace-building activitiegext that could have dealt with the question in all its aspects.
can only be undertaken once the conflicts have been ended,
and must be agreed upon by the parties or carried out onthe The PRESIDENT. Since no other delegation wishes
basis of agreements ending conflicts. to speak, may | take it that it is the wish of the Assembly to

conclude its consideration of agenda item 1557

Thirdly, there is a balanced reference in the draft
resolution to the serious threat that mines and other It was so decided
unexploded devices constitute to the safety, the health and
the lives of personnel participating in humanitarian, peace- The meeting rose at 1.40 p.m.
keeping and rehabilitation operations, as well as among
civilian populations.

Fourthly, the terms of the consideration requested from
the Secretary-General of the financial aspects of activities
related to mine clearance are very ambiguous. My
delegation is of the view that such activities should be
financed by a voluntary trust fund and that consideration
should also be given - as the delegation of Ecuador has
pointed out - to financing of such activities by the countries
that produce and export mines. In any event, information
and training programmes and mine-clearing activities in
general should be totally financed by such a fund.

Fifthly, the draft resolution tends to establish a
mechanism that we view as parallel to the mechanism
provided for in Article 9 of the Protocol on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby Traps and Other
Devices to the 1980 Convention to which | referred earlier,
which includes the modalities for international cooperation
in mine-clearance. Article 8 of that Protocol refers to the
protection of United Nations forces or missions from the
effects of minefields.

Lastly, we consider it somewhat contradictory that
today, when efforts are being made to achieve what has been
called the rationalization of our work, this draft resolution,
which refers basically to mines, is being submitted to the
General Assembly when we are aware that two additional
draft resolutions dealing with mines will also be submitted
to the First Committee, one aimed at establishing a
moratorium on the export of antipersonnel mines and the
other aimed at convening a review conference on the 1980
Convention with a view to possible



