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Annex

WFP PROPOSALS FOR AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS TO THE
DRAFT DECLARATION AND DRAFT PROGRAMME OF ACTION
FOR THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
(A/CONF.166/PC11.,22)

Submiued to the Third Session
of the Preparatory Commitice
for the World Summit for Social Development
(New York, 16-27 January 1995)

General Comment

We believe that right to food is one of the most fundamental human rights requiring
@ priority focus in the World Summit for Social Development. An active and healthy life,
which cannot come about without adequate food, is the most indispcnsablc pre-requisiic for
huinan and social advancement. ‘I'he Universal Declaration on the Rradication of Hunger and
Malnutridon adopted in 1974 by thc¢ World 1ood Conference convened under General
Assembly Resolution 3180 (XXVIU) of 17 December 1973, and endorsed by General
Assembly Resolution 3348 (XXIX) of 17 Docember 1974 recognizes that the elimination of
hunger and malnutrition and the climination of the causcs that determine this situation are the
common objoctives of all nations. We are of the view that the Drafl Declaration and Drafi
Programme of Action would benefit from some modifications and additions to give due
recognition to the right 1o food and issucs rolated to the exercisc of this right in the apenda
for social development and human well-being.

Furthermare, in our vicw, the core of a sirategy for social development should focus
strongly on human resource developient (HRI)) that includes activities relating to education,
training, socialization, empowerment, health improvement, nutrition and physical and mental
security, Such iasues are raised in different places in the drafl documents, but, # would have
been useful to combine all HRY) issucs into a single pillar for the programme of action. In
the present circumstances, we propose some addilions 10 the sections an "Principles and
Goals™ and "Commitments®, which we regard as crucial to bring about a stronger focus on
HRD.

Wo also consider that it would be uscful 1o include at the boginning of the document
a2 concise scction that gives an idea of what is gencrally agreed upom as “social
development®. Such a scction, which, perhaps, may be included in Part I of the document,
would provide a common reference paint that tics togother the varied aspecets of the problems
and the ambitious commitments that are discussed in the subsequent sections.

On reading the document as a whole, there is, perhaps, a scnse that too much reliance
is placed on external assistance vis-a-vis national resource mobilization and re-seiting of
national priorities; and, a siiilar sensc that the rolc of government is, perhaps, o
ubiquitous vis-a-vis that of civil society. The adjustments (o the text (o address these
concemns might be taken up when the druft of thc document is being finalized.
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(Note:s The madifications and additions proposcd by WP are in underdined bold letters,
We also make references to the amendments and additions suggested hy FAQ, which we have
indicated in italics),

DRAFT DECLARATION
Para 2;

2. " We acknowledge that the peoples of the world have shown in different ways an urgenl
need to address profound social problemns especially poverty and hunger, unemployment
and social exclusion that affccts cvery country. It is our task 10 address both their underlying
causes and their disiressing consequences in order to reduce uncertainty and insccurity in the
life of people. *

PART )

A. CURRENT SOCIAL SITUATION AND REASONS FOR CONVENING
THE SUMMIT

Para 14:

(We find thut the present sequencing of the sub-items in pam 14 does not give appropriate
priority to the most pressing social prablems. We suggest that the sub-sections in para 14
be re-armanged in the following manner):

14, * Yei we recognize thal many peoplc in the world are affected by growing distress:”

&) " More than 1 billion people in the world live in abject poverty, most of whum go
hungry cvery day. A Jarge propartion of men and women, particularly in Africa and
the least developed countrics, have very limited (DELETE: * or 20* ) access to
income and rcsourccs;”

) " Over 120 million pooplc worldwide arc officially uncmployed, and many more
remain underemployed. ‘Yoo many young people including those with formal
education see little hope in finding productive work;*

(Note: Uncmployment and underemployment are profoundly important issues that po to the
heart of social development., Arriving at reasmable estimates of unempkryment and
underemployment is wrought with definitional and measurement problems. Stating the
number wha are “officially” uncmployed as indicatcd abave in the text 1nay tend to downplay
their imporiance. The world labour force is around 45 percent of the world population, as
indicated in the World Developmient Report 1991, Heacec, an official uncmploymment figure
of 120 million suggosts that, globaily, the usemploymcent ratc is less than S parcent. J¢ may
be morce helpful, therefare, to make a qualitative statement on this issuc.)
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(9] * Far too many people, particularly women, increasingly face vulnerability, isolation,
marginalization, violence and iusceurity about the futurc - their own and their
children’s - as poverty, unemployment and social disintcgration sccm (0 become
pervasive and mutually reinforcing features of the contcmporary world;®

() " Within many societies, both in industrialized and devcloping countries, the gap
between rich and poor has increased. l‘urther, the gap botween most developing and
developed countries has widened, even more $o in the case of the lcast developed
countries;*

{©) " There are scrious sociel problems and problems of (ransition in countries
cxperiencing fundamental and deinocratic changes in (heir political systems.”

Para 16:
(We support the modification proposcd by FAQ, as given beJow in italics):

16. “ The goals and objectives of social developmont roquire continuous efforts to reduce
and eliminate majar sources of social distress.  Particular focus should be given to
chronic hunger and malnwerition, communicable diseases, organized crime, drug
abuse, drug trafficking and rclated criminality, armed conflict and terrorism. In this
conicxt, the negative impact, upon development, of the production and trade in arms
must be acted upon,”

B. TRINCIPLES AND GOALS

(Note: We believe that an unequivocal commitment 10 uphold the right to food is a hasic
principle and promoting action to ensurc this right is an important goal to0 pursuc in all
national and iniemational efforts in social development and human welfare, Further, we
balicve that a sirong commitment (0 human resowrce development is an important principic
and promoting action to ensure progress in human rcsource development is an important goal
to pursue. Hence, we sugpcst the addition of the following sub-sections io between sub-
sections (h) and (3)):

Para 20:

(i) Kmnlu.&tnLﬂmLm.fgo.d. B m_ﬂzmm&mw

@
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I'art 11

COMMITMENTS

Commitment 1

(Add the following as a ncw sub-section (d)):

(Include the following modification in the introductory statement):

*We commit oursclves to the goal of cradicating hunger and poverty in the world, through
decisive national actions and international cooperation, as a moral, political and economic
impcrative of human kind.*

(Wc suggcest that the phrase, “addross fhe rool causes of poverly and”, in sub-section
(b) should be taken out and placed iu the sub-section (c), as shown in following
modification);

®) * Focus our efforts and policics to (delete: address guses of poverty and
provide for the basic ncods of all. ‘This includes the elimination of hunger and
malnutrition, and the provision of primary health care and roproductive hcalth/family
planning, safc drinking water and basic sanitation, universal primary education, and
adoquate shelter; and give special priosity o (he needs of women and children who
bear the greatest burdens of poverty,*

(©  “"Formulate policies and take action 10 addru the root canses of poverly. This
includes moasurcs to ensure that people living in poverty have access to land, credit,
information and other productive resources, and benefit from a policy and regulatory
cavironment (hat enhances their overall capacitics and empowers them to bencfit from

expanding employment and econamic opportumities;”
Connuitment 3

(We endarse tho modifications suggested by IPAO that cimphasize the issue of low retums to
small acale rural economic activity. In thc samc vein, we suggest 3 modification to sub-
section (b) thal rclates (o the role of physical rural infrasiructure for increasing the cfficiency
and the comparative advantage of rural scctor production activitics:)

(®) “Devclop policies to expand work opportunhiics and productivity in both rural and
urban sectors by investing substantially in (he development of human resources, by
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facilities through state investients and community self-help, by promoting

technologics that increase produciivity and incomes, reduce labour hottlenecks and
gencrate additional cmployment, and by cacouraging sclf-employment and small
enterprise development;

(Nutc: the modifications given in italies are those suggested by FAO)

Comnmitment 4

(We endorse the addition suggesicd by I'AO in sub-scction (b) as indicated in italics below):

(b)  "Ensure the protection and full integration of disadvantaged and vulncrable groups
and individuals, including women and children, thc clderly and poople with
disabilities;*

Commitment §

(Wc endorsc the addition suggesied by FAQ in sub-section (d) as indicated in italics below):

(d) "Encourage the ratification, removal of reservations, and implementation of all
provisions of the Convention on the Llimination of All Rorms of Discrimination
against Women and othor relevant instruments, and implementation of the Nairobi

Forward-Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women and the Beijing Platform
Jor Action.”

Conmxmitment 6
(We suggest the following modification in the introduction):

"We commit oursclves fo promoling the economic, socisl and human rcsource

development of African and ofher Icast developed countries.®

(We endarse the addition by FAO, shown in italics below, in sub-soction (a) and suggest
the inclusion of commodity sssistance as a specific form of assislance):

(@)  "Support economic reforms, programmes for increased food security, and commodity
diversification efforts of African (1DY1.0507: "countries”) gaud other Jeasi developed
conntries through technical cooperation, trade, food and ofher commodity aid, and
financial assistance:®

(Note: In several places in the document, the words, "Africa and the Jeast developed

countries® are found. We suggest that this should bec modificd lo read as: "African and

pther ieast developed conmtries™).

Commitment 7

(We suggest the following amendment on the samc lincs as the FAQ suggestion in sub-
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section (¢€)):

(c) "Reinforee social development ohjectives of all adjustment policies and programmes,
including those resulting from cconomic trangition, globalization and rapid change,
through policics desipocd 10 enhance food security ]
the most vuinerable groups from the gdverse cffcets of economic reforvs and 10

promote equitable access 10 income and resources,

Commitment 8

(This commitment meations the need to "jncrcase significantly and utilize more efficiently
the resources assigned to social devclopmcat...”. The basic issue is one of budgetary
allocations, and in particular, mcmnnp. the sharc ol' available resources allocated to social
development. 1t is not clear how activitics mentioned in sub-sections (b), (c) and (d) would
result in an increased share of resources even though they may result in an increase in the
ovcrall Jevel available. We suggest the madification of sub-sections (b) in the following
manner); A

(b)  "Implement macroeconomic and struclural policies to ensure stable and sustainable

growth to support incremcuial resource requivements for social development. ®

{We suggest the delction of the prosent sub section (c) and replacing it with the present sub-
section (d) modified as suggested below):

(c)  “Easurc that taxation systems are fair and economically cfficient, (DELETE: hased

an larger cantributlons frem thosc mm_amm_mmmm
mm_m_m.) amd casure effoctive collection of tax liabilitics, which

(Furthermore there is no sub-section that addresscs (he issuc of utilization. We supgest the
addition of the following new sub-section (d)):

C))

PROGRAMME OF ACTION

(We suggcst the follawing modifications in the introductory paras 2 and 3 to emphasize the
need to respond to the biological imporative of hunger in a programme of action for social
development:)

2. "Actions are recommended to crcatc an cavironmet favourable to  sociul
develapment, 10 eradicate hunger and poverly, to cohance productive........ "

3. "Many of (he issues mentionex in this Programme have beon addressed in greater
detail by previous warld conferences conocrned with questions such as food security
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I. AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
(We support the TAQ suggestion to madify para S as follows:)
BASIS FOR ACTION AND OBJECTIVES

5. "The cconomics and societies of (he world are becoming increasingly intcrdcpendent,
Trade and capital flows, migrations, scientific and technological innovations,
communications and cullural changes, are shaping the global community, The same
global community is threatencd by cavironmeatal degradation, severe Jood crises,
epidemics....."

I1. ERADICATION OF POVERTY
ACTIONS
A. The formulstion of integrated siratepies

(We suggest the addition of the following sub-scctions between the present (b) and (¢) in para
23):

Para 23:

(We support the FAO's suggestion to add an additional sub-points between (d) and (¢) as
follows:

"Effective mechanisms o teduce the incidence and mitgate the effecss of natural
disasters such as droughss, earthquakes and floods, on vulnerable groups qf the
population.”

Para 26:

(We suggest the following modifications to bring oul the need 1o focus on “Hunger"):
"There is a need to monitor and asscss poverty and hunger reduction policies and

promote understanding and awareness of poverty and hunger and their causcs and
consequences by).
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()  "Monitoring the achicvement of goals and largets, evaluating quantitativcly and
qualitatively, changes in poverty and hunger, persistence of.......

Para 27:
(Following modifications are suggested for the same reason as given above):

“The international community should support the cfforts of countrics lo reduce and
credicate poverty and huynger. by:*

(8)  “Supporting the measures being laken in the developing countries, particularly in
African and other least developed countrics, to roduce and eradicale poverty and
hpager, provide..."

®) "Strengthening the capacities of developing countries to monitor poverty and hunger
and to assess the impact of...."

© * Addressing the special needs ol small island doveloping countrics with respect (o
cradicating poverly and hunger.”

(d) *Supporting thc countrics with coonomics in transition and socictics disrupted by
conflict in their efforts to eradicate powerty snd hunger and their social rebuild... ”
C. Mecting the basic needs of all
Para 32;

(We support the FAO’s suggestion to insert the following new sub-sections between existing
sub-sections (W) and (b)):

()  “emsuring the physical and economic: access by all to adequate food to lead active and
healthy lives, with particular efforts 10 fucilitate access by those who are most
vuinerahle, *

4

(€)  “Linsuring that food is not used as a tool for political pressure. Food aid must not
be denied because of political affiliation, geographical location, gender, age, ethnic,
mibal or religious identity; "

D. Enhanced socinl protection and reduced volnerability

(We suggest the following addition to para 33, as sub-itcm (i), in kocping with the resolutions
of the International Conference on Nutrition):

Para 33:

(i) “Substantial reduction of death by famine by the year 20007
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Para 37:

(We believe that preveation, preparedness ami gelief are key elements in the continuum from
relief to development. Hence, we suggest the tollowing modifications to sub-section (a) in
para 37):

(@ " Developing long-term sirategies and coutingency plans for famine and disaster
prevention, preparedness (including eacly warning, assessment, information
disscmination and management) and eclict (includiag rapid respoasc strategics), that
ensure the quick evolution of relief activitics into rchabititalion and development;®

(We fully support the FAO amondments to sub-scction (C) in para 37, as given below):

(¢) " Dcwcloping, in disastcr-pronc arcas and in cooperation with community
ocganizations, drought and flood miiigation praciices and resource conservation and
infrastructure-building peogrammes, using food-for-work where appropriate and
incorporating traditional disaster-response practices, which can be rapidly expanded
into emergency employment and rebuilding programmes in disaster situations;”

(Note: Sub-section (f) in para 37 is written in reference to the general issue of cradicating
world huager, whems, para 3‘7 focuses on lhs. specific issuc of disasters. We, therefore,

resent sul)- In the cvent of 2
deaamtouwludcthu sub-aect:onmpamﬂ mmy_mmmdthatthcphmsc
Developing new mecchanisms™, be rcplaced by the phrase, "Developing complemeptary
mechanisms” (because, the word *ncw" in thc context it is proscatly used can give the
connotation that all the cxisting mcchanisms, thosc of the UN systcm and the civil socicty,
are irreparably flawed), and replacing the phrase, "in the fight to eradicate world hunger®
with the phrase, "to respond to disastee and emergencics™ (in kocping with the recenat UN
resolution on the role of the "White elmets® in cincrgencies).

ni. PRODUCTIVE EMPLOYMENT AND THE REDUCTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT
ACTIONS
A. The centrality of employment-intersive growth in policy formulation
Para 46:
(We sce a clcar link botween targeted poverty alleviation programmes and stimulating
cmployment-intensive growth, Wi suggest the addilion of new sub-section (f) to be inseried
between present sub-sections (e) and (£);
()  "Usipg the mast abundant assct of people who are poor and hungry in babour-

intensive work programmes, including through food-for-work programmes, 10
create the physical assets required to promate self-reliance and sustainable

Income-earning opportuaities).*
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B. Education, training and labour policies

(We suggest the following modification to Para 43):

48.  “Enabl lute employment in today'$ rapidly changing globat
environment and for workors to move from low productivity to better quality jobs,
requires:"

(Education is a central factor in enabling the poor and hungry to strengthen their coping
mechanisms and break-out of the cycle of poverly, We believe that given the opportunity
women arc key to change. ‘The poor and vulnerable, cypecially women, should be promated
as agents for changing their own lives and building self-reliance, ‘This has to be made explicit
b including new sub-section (b) betwoen present sub-sections (2) and (b)):

(b)  Zbncilitating access hy the poor, cspecially girl children, to at least the minimym
v ion which will often roquice conbling mechanisins such as free

education, school meuls and primiary health_juterventions”

IV. SOCIAL INTEGRATION

E. Equitabic treatment and integration of migrants,
migrant workers, refugees and displaced persons

((Most refugces and displaced persons live among the hast populations and not ia camps.
Often, especially in developing countries, these host populations arc as poor or poorer than
the refugees and the internally displaced persons. [n addition, refugees and intcrnally
displaced persons live in these citcumstances for proiracted periods. Assistance is often
needed to support the host populations; and, assistance is needed to help preparc long-term
refugees and intemmally displaced persons for cventual rescitlement and integration,  We
suggest, therefore, a new sub-section (g) to be insceted between the existing sub-sections (g)
and (h)):

®

widing assistance to g utloms why are oftc therm nd tal
proy icularly in (he form_of training progrummes, to
facilitate their rehabilitation and reintegration,”

¥, IMPLEMENTATION AND FOLLOW-UP
A, National stintegies
(We suggest the following modifications in para 73):

(@) “Analysing aad reviewing macrocconomic and sectoral policies and their impact on
poverty and huager, employment...”
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(©) "Defining time-bouad goals and taracts for reducing overall poverty and hunger and
cradicating...."

® *Developing quantitative and qualitative social indicators to asscss poverly and
hupger, employment....”

C. Mobllization of financinl and other ecsources

(Nate: We have added the words “and other” as shown above to allow for resources that
come in the form of commodities)

Para 78:

(d)  Giving high priority in ODA to the eradication of povetty sud hunger in devclopiog
countries..."

Para 80:

"In order w ensure that structural adjustinent programmes promotc social
development goals, including the eradicition of poverty and huager, the
generation...."
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