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I. Introduction 

L The General Assenbly at its thirty,fovrth session aclol)ted resolution 34/182 
ln uhich it affirneo. the iJ•l;Jortance of the role played by the periodical pevelop1nent 
P~o_r_c~·,,_ in chsser-1inatinc; the objectives of the neu international economic order and 
deciCled that the continued publication of the Development Forum as an interac;ency 
publication 1ras essential and that the United I1ations partic-ipation in its 
:0rocluction should be ensurecL At the sene session o an amount of .':1200 JOOO uas 
anpropric:tteo under Section 27 of the buclc.:et by way of subvention to the D_~velop~ent_ 
F_?_r_c~l in 1980. 

2. Prior to the adoption of the above resolution 9 a statement of administrative 
and financial implications Has subHitted to the Fifth Committee. 1/ In that 
state7 lent, it He,s indicated that the Administrative Cor.n•littee on Co-,ordination 
(ACC): havinc; expressed deep concern at the fiw:mcia,l situation of the pevelopment 
Forur.1 and h[win,n; recoc;nized the need for its lonc;-·term financine;, had" by its 
0:e,ci~~ion 1979/19. instructecl the Joint Unitecl. nations Infornation Committee (JUITIC) 
to expcclite c as soon as possible: a system of lone; term predictable voluntary 
contributions based on fixed criteria, to be impleElented from 1982 and beyond. 
ACC also urc;ed the ore;anizations of the United nations syste.rn in a position to do 
so to contribute to the financinc; of the publication for 1980--1981. 

3. The l\cl.visory Committee on Administrative and Dudc;eto,ry Q.uestions, ln its 
report ?I on the above statement of c.C:winistrative anc~ fi112.ncic:tl inplications 

1/ A/C. 5/Jl~/81. 

2/ A/34/7/Add.23. 
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express eel_ the o1;irlion that the Secretary.,General shoulci_ submit a comprehensive 
reporc to the General Assembly at its thirty--fifth session., uhich uould contain an 
analysis of the criteria on Fhich the proposed plan for financing of the Development 
Foi_~cl_ is bas eel ancl also full bud~"et for 1980 ancl estimates for 1981, -- --

l~, D_e~~]:_o_p~1ent Fo_r_ll_~ bec;an its publication in 1913" published by the Division 
(then Centre) for :Scono:'1ic and Social Information of the Department (then Office) 
of Public Infor::-1o.tion, It constituted one response to the call for special efforts 
to mobilize public opinion in support of development as expressed in para[jraph 84 
of the General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV) of 2L~ October 1910 -vrhich set forth 
the ';International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Develonment 
Decade" o It 1-ras also in l~eepinc; uith ECOSOC resolution 1006 (LV) of 8 Aur:ust 1913 
entitled Dissemination of information Clnd molJilization of public opinion relative 
to o;roblens of development-- in -vrhich t 1e Council specifically requested the 
organizations of the United ·ratio"ls 1stem to co'"ordinate their information 
pro13rarmnes on economic and social development and underlined the special role to be 
played in this rec;ard lJy the Division (then Centre) for Econo11ic and Social 
Information as a focal point, 

5, D_e_'!:_e_!~_::?_p1ent Fon~:!_ •.rhich in content, format and CC]Jpearcmce differed fran 
existinc; publications vTithin the systeEl of the Unite(! lTations, uas very Hell 
received by a uide ranc;e of readership. Published initially in Enc;lish 0 French and 
Spanish editions appeared subsequently· a German edition vms published durinc; the 
period of 1914-~979, 

6. Over the s·years of its existence 0 _pevelopment For-um has established itself as 
a very respected l)Ublication of the United nations. --It p-resents thouc;hts and ideas 
Hhich Qre relevant for the process of international understandinc;. It has opened 
its columns to many vriters from all parts of the vrorld, thus enabling the reader 
to tmderstand better the complicated issues in the field of development, 

1, Development FonUil plays an important role in hic;hlighting, analysine; ancl 
clarifyinr; the iss~es- that face the Horld comEmnity in the 1900s. It focuses 
attention on events and themes c;iven priority by the General Assembly. Thus 0 each 
maJor Conference or Year 0 e,c;, the United nations Conference on ITew and Reneuable 
Gources of Energy, is the subject of s~ecial su~~lements and articles, Other 
articles are linlced to major debates in the General Assembly and other United 
Ne.tions bodies, 

G. Development Forun •vas initially financed by c;rants fron the United Nations 
Trust- F17ild for Economic and Social Information uhich vras created by donations from 
Denmarlc, Finland_ !Ton-ray, S1·reden and the Eetherlands to Hhich Japan subsequently 
joinedo 

9. The increasinc;ly valuable contributions of Developmt;nt F9r~ have been 
recorjnizeCl 1J3r severc.l orr;anizations of the United ITations common systerrL Realizinr; 
the potential of this publication for their specific field of activity or interest-, 
they a:o;reec1 to contribute to the over-all costs of the General Edition. The 
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follm;inn; orc-;aniz::ctions hEwe up to nocr rec;ularly contributed to the cost of the 
Tll1blicc,tion: lJITICiT UUFPA u:'DP: UIICTL\D ITUO ·. G_'\.TT and the T7orlcl Bank. 
Furthernorcc ILO TJITQ one:_ IFAD have annmmced they ':·Till contribute in l9i3L In 
,ia1·ch 1900 the United _'at ions Uili versitv beco.Ele the co~ ~x1blisher '>·rith the 
T'epc:\rtc;1eDt of Public Infonr:ation, 

10, In 1977 the Business ~;clition uas launcher' combininc ,n:eneral inforino.tion and 
snecific ;Jotices for nroj ects ancl tenc-;.ers frm1 UPDP. the norld Dank. the Inter­
JI~Je}'icn:l and the Asien Dcvel011: 1_2nt Bants. 

III 0 :Recc:nt D-evelopments 
-·---~----- __ , 

ll The Unitec~ ':·tions University as co -YJublisher of the General Ec'.ition for an 
e-~_perL1ental neriocl of 2 years clecided to contribute '';200 ~000 each year in l')r;O 
3nd l!)(~l to its oner::1tiono.l cosc nrovicled tho;c an equal amount <rould be allocnteC:l 
to Develomo.cnt Foru•.J fran the rec;ulor budc.,et of the United Eat ions, This 
cleveiOJli:P~-lt has- n~t GJ:._y Fic1ene(1 further the SOUrCeS Of )~1gterie:cls and authors for 
"~-rticles but also has enabled the editorial team to have better e,ccess to the 
acr·J1e~lic Horlcl particl'l,ccrl:r in the c1 evclopinc, countries, The General :Cdition nou 
~~c~'blishes re:;ularly, in ~-nr:;lish, French E\ncl SYJanish, 10 issues of 16 ;:mc;es each 
1vit11 stc~Jplements on s~lecific tonics financed fror-1 ot:h.er sources, 

l:C:' Ste'JS hnYe been tsJ,:en to . rer~ionalize the 8T)2.nish lan.~~uac;e edition so that it 
vill cont2,in more materio.l specifically desir;'nec1 for the Latin k"1eric2.n audience o 

It is 2lso interCed to develop re~ional sections for the :Cnglish and French General 

13. There are now 35,000 copies printed in Sn~lish, 20 000 in French and 15 000 in 
Spnnish for a totcJ_ of 70 000 coYJies, ':'he General :Sdition is rer;ularly used as a 
source of mated_ . .,.l by some 100 ne\·TSTJaiJers throw:;hout the vorld" 

l I, 
_.....' .. " In J_c>GO the incone fror1 subscription 3/ uill cover the full cost of this 

''he current fees of sFhscription are 2.s follmrs. 

::')0 US clollars per year in AnstrRli2. CanaCa. Jccpo 11. ~Teu Zealand and UoS.A, 

)_~20 SHiss francs per year (eC1uivalent to ~:;255 us o.ollars at the rate of 
L 65 SF to TTS:'> 1) in 1\ustria :Selr;iUil'- ., Bul~aria) Czechosloval;:ia, Denmc:.rl\: _ Finland 
France .. German Democratic ReDublic. Germa.1Y (Federal :Republic of), Hungary, Iceland, 
Irel::md, Italy .. Luxembourc; !1etherlanc1s: ~Toruay, PolcmC., South Africa) Sue den, 
Suitzerland) Union of Soviet ,Socialist Pcenublics, United Kinc;do11 of Great Britain 
9.ncl :t:orthern L"eland o 

170 US dollars per year in developinG countries" 
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:Ccli I~ ion, A total of sone 3 > 800 paid subscriptions are e:cpected to be reached by 
the end of JrC.o o u11ich represent l ,000 r.1ore subscriptions thc:m that at the end of 
197'', By the end of 1981 it is expecte(1 that some 4 9 000 subscriptions uill be 
fully :r: .. 3 cl, The BF.siness ··eli tion is nmr financiP.lly self -suPJ.:lorting and may be 
e:c:nccted to IJrovide financial support to the General I~dition. 

15 _ A n"L1J11ber of or~~c.nizo.t ions such as the Horld Bank, u:mP) the In.ter--.1\ruerican" 
Asian. African and Caribbec:m Develonr.lent Danl~s anc'1. the Commission of Europeox1 
C01¥tnnities have nublishecl notices in the Business I;dition. Contacts are be inc; 
;·1acle uith the Isl~:c1ic Develo'Y!ent Dcmk ancl others. 

lG. Deteils rer;arc1in::; the 19GO buc~(';et ~:mel the 1981 estinw.tes are outlined belovr, 
The level of incor,1e esti1'lates for 1981 is e:coected to decline (table 1) and uill 
consequently affect the level of operation of the Genernl Edition of Development 
Fonlil <:ts iGdicatr>d in table 2. Th~ staffin,r; tQlJle aEthorizec1 in 1900-totalled.--
21 rosts 6 in the Professional catep:ory and 15 in the General Service category 
( i: :·.ble 3), The functions of the si:( Professional staff are as follovrs: 

One P 5 

One P 5 

One P-2/1 

:r.:ditor in Chief, in chare;e of all aspects of the publication 
in i·(;s various editions, 

Senior Adninistrative Officer, in charc~e of all areas of 
I)rOl'lOtion 0 contractual print in:~" distri1)ution of various 
eC_i tions o.nC_ all other aclministre,ti ve mo_tters, 

Three editors: one is responsible for the bi~monthly Business 
~r1.itions and t110 responsible for the :~nc.;lish and French versions 
of the General Edition, 

Junior :Cclitor arranc;es for receipt and preparation of notices 
froa the Horlcl Danl: and IDE and t1-ro monthly operational surnnaries. 

17, The 15 General Service staff consist of two senior editorial assistants, four 
e(litorial a,ssistants three clerks <:\nr3. three secretaries in Geneva- one 
administrative assistant in l1eu York· and one editorial assistant and one secretary 
in Hashinc;ton, D.C. 

13, J'or lS'iJl, it lS intel'decl to l:eep the staffinc; table at the sane level as ln 
1980. ~1he number of issues of the General I:dition of the Development For_2Jf~, 

hmrever c vrould be reduced fro:,;l 10 to 8 in viev of the reduced level of income 
anticipated as shoun in table l, This 1-rouln result in a reduced level of 
expenuitures in temporary assistance, consultants, contractual printing, other 
contractual services, anu distribution costs: as outlined in table 2, 

19, I11 QCcordance uii:,lo resolution Jl~/102 in vhich the Assenbly decided that the 
continued publication of l)evelopi:J.ent Forum as an interac;ency nroject vas essential 
and tl-mt United JTations parti~ipation in-Tts nroduction should be ensured, the 
Secretary-General proposes that, as in 1980, an amount of $200,000 be made available 
from the regular budget under Section 27, towards the financing of Development 
Forum. The income estimates for 1981 outlined in table l have been established on 
the assumption that this amount would again be made available from the regular 
budget. 

I- -



Statement of income 

United Nations . . . 
United Nations University 

Trust Fund for Economic and Social 

UNFPA 

UNDP 

IBRD 

UNICEF 

UNEP 

\rffiO 

UNCTAD 

GATT 

ILO 

IFAD 

v/HO 

Asian Development Bank 

African Development Bank 

Subscriptions to Business Edition 

y See para. 19. 

?) See para. 11. 

Table 1 

estimates for 1980 and 1981 

1980 

$ 200 000 

200 000 

Information 180 000 

so 000 

60 000 

50 000 

25 000 

10 000 

7 000 

6 500 

1 300 

25 000 

20 000 

650 000 

Total $1 514 Boo 

~~ Anticipated but not confirmed. 
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1981 

$ 200 000 y 
200 000 ?) 

90 000 ll 
So 000 ]_/ 

6o 000 

50 000 11 
25 000 ]_/ 

10 000 ]_/ 

7 000 

6 500 11 
1 300 ll 

15 000 

10 000 

2 000 

20 000 

15 000 

~ 700 0 00 

$1 491 800 

4/ Represents actual receipts of January to July 1980 of $460,100 and 
expected receipts of $189,900 for the balance of 1980. 

/ ... 
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Table 2 

1980 Budget and 1981 Estimates 

(in United States dollars) 

1980 1981 
General Bc::.siness General Business 
Edition Edition Total Edition Edition Total -r- -$- <:\' 'e $ $ 

Established posts 362 000 240 000 602 000 374 000 248 000 622 000 

Temporary assistance 24 000 13 000 37 000 20 000 13 000 33 000 

Consultants 24 000 23 000 47 000 20 000 23 000 43 000 

Common staff costs 85 000 63 000 148 000 87 000 65 000 152 000 

Travel 20 000 11 000 31 000 22 000 11 000 33 000 

Contractual printing 145 000 145 000 290 000 120 000 152 000 272 000 

Other contractual 
services 46 000 18 000 64 000 35 000 19 000 54 000 

Distribution costs 170 000 37 000 207 000 145 000 38 000 183 000 

Communications 19 700 58 000 T7 700 19 700 56 000 75 700 

Supplies and equipment 8 000 12 000 20 000 8 000 12 000 20 000 

903 700 620 000 l 523 700 850 700 637 000 1 487 700 

I ... 
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Development Forum post requirements (by Edition) 

Professional category 

P-3 

P-2/1 

Total 

General Service category 

Principal level 

Other levels 

Total 

Grand Total 

General 
Edition 

(Geneva) (Geneva) 
Business Edition 

(New York) (H"ashingtcn) Total 
Grand 
Total 

1 1 _ _ l 2 I 

r--~--_,----~--------~----------~----~---~--J~--~--~~~-
~-3-----r----2----------------------l----~~~---6--1 

~ : ~ : ~ I 1~ 
l--l-:-----r----~--------:-----------:----~1 1: I :: 
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V. Long-term financing of Development Forum: 1982 and beyond 

20. At its seventh regular session and at a special session, both held ln 1980, 
JUNIC reviewed the long-term financing of Development Forum and arrived at a 
proposal for a system of predictable voluntary contributions for 1982 and beyond 
which is reproduced herewith: 

"(a) In its decision 1979/19 ACC instructed JUNIC to expedite a system 
of predictable voluntary contributions for 1982 and beyond. 

(b) In deciding on a proposal for such a system, JUNIC takes into 
consideration the decision of the General Assembly to allow a grant of 
$200,000 to Develo~ment Forum for 1980 and bases its proposal on the 
assumption that the General Assembly will continue to make this contribution, 
including the annually decided correction for inflation, based on the 
development of the publication and the implementation of its development plan 
as accepted by ACC in its decision 1979/19. 

(c) JUNIC notes with appreciation the participation of the United Nations 
University as co-publisher for a two-year period and expresses the hope that 
this participation, in terms of substance as well as financing, might continue 
after 1981. Pending the decision of the University on this matter, JUNIC 
welcomes the possibility that the University should be treated as a potential 
contributor in group (i) listed in subparagraph (h) below. 

(d) Prognoses made for the period 1980/1981 show increased financial 
support from the Business Edition of the publication from 1980 onwards. Those 
prognoses show a need for financial support from the organizations of the 
United Nations system, excluding the above-mentioned support from the regular 
budget of the United Nations, of about $450,000 for 1982 and $420,000 for 1983 
and 1984. 

(e) JUNIC suggests that the organizations of the United Nations system 
could be divided in three groups in terms of involvement in development 
activities and size of their information and -:Jther relevant programmes. 
Organizations in each group would be invited to contribute on a voluntary 
basis to cover a percentage of the necessary support of the United Nations 
system. 

(f) JUNIC, recalling ACC decision 1979/19, reaffirms the value of a 
journal within the United Nations system that covers the whole range of the 
system's development concerns and expresses the hope that, wherever considered 
possible and desirable, organizations of the United Nations system whose 
programmes have a direct bearing on world development or humanitarian issues, 
and which participate in the Joint Committee, could make voluntary 
contributions. 

(g) JUNIC takes into consideration the different procedures in the 
various organizations which would be followed to decide on contributions to the 
publication and assumes that, if ACC endorses the proposal for predictable 

I ... 
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voluntary contributions, those organizations which are willing to contribute 
will decide within a reasonable time-limit on the formalization and size of 
their contribution, keeping in mind ACC's recognition of the need for long­
term financing. 

(h) \1/hile each JUNIC member organization will make its own decision 
whether to contribute, and in what amount, JUNIC suggests the following 
grouping: 

(i) Participation in the first group could comprise the United Nations 
Children's Fund, the United Nations Development Prograrr~eo the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities, the United Nations 
University, the International Labour Organisation, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the VJorld Health 
Organization, the Horld Bank and the International Monetary Fund. 
Organizations in this group would be invited to supply some 
65 per cent of the requested amount with grants, in most cases 
and though not implying an absolute ceiling, ranging from $25,000 
to $80,000 per annum. 

(ii) The second group could comprise the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development, the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme, the Office 
of the United Nations Hie;h Commissioner for Refugees, the Horld 
Food Programme, the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
and the International Atomic Energy Agency, which would be invited 
to supply 25 per cent, with amounts ranging from $15,000 to 
$25,000 per annum. 

(iii) The third group could comprise the United Nations CentrA for Human 
Settlements, the United Nations Institute for Training and Research, 
the United Nations Relief and \Vorks Agency for Palestine Refugees~ 
the Horld Food Council, the International Civil Aviation Agency, 
the Universal Postal Union, the International Telecommunication 
Union, the World Meteorological Organization, the Inter-Governmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization, the World Intellectu.al Property 
Organization and the vlorld Tourism Ore;anization; the percentage for 
this group would be 10 per cent, with grants ranging from $2,000 
to $6,000 per annum. 

(i) Endorsement of this statement by JUNIC members implies no commitment 
by their respective organizations to contribute to the interagency financing 
proposal." 

21. The ACC at its second regular session, 1980, by its decision 1980/13 reiterated 
the continuing need for long-term financing of the Development Forum by the United 
Nations and for supplementary support from the organizations of the system and 
urged Executive Heads of the organizations in a position to do so, to include an 
appropriate provision in their 1982-1983 budgets, taking into account the proposals 
of ,TUNIC contained in document ACC/1980/37. 

/ ... 
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22. The continued and regular publication of the Development Forum. in 1982 and 
beyond is contingent upon the creation of a sound financial base. The level of 
income that would be available to the Development ForQm in 1982-1983 cannot at this 
juncture be assessed. The 1982-1983 budget estimates for the Development ForlL~ will 
be prepared in the light of the provision that organizations of the system may make 
in their 1982~1983 budgets, 

23. The amount of United Nations contributions that the General Assembly would be 
asked to approve will be established taking into account the level of contribution 
anticirated from other organizations, and in the licht of any guidance the Assenilily 
may wish to provide further to its decision, contained in resolution 34/182, that 
the United Nations participation in the production of Development Forum should be 
ensured. 


