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I. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1. The Second ECWA Regional Water Meeting was held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
from 30 December 1978 to 3 January 1979.

Attendance

2., The Meeting was attended by representatives of the following member
ocountries: Bahrain, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, -
Palestine Liberation Organizatien, Qatar, Sandi:Arabia, Syrian Arab
Republic, United Arab Emirates and Yemen Arab Republic,

3. Observers from the following Arab countries, not members of the Commission,
were present: Djibouti, Mauritania, Morocco, Somalia and Sudan,

4. The following Arab regional organizations were present at the Meeting:

The Arab Centre for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD), the Arab
Fund for Economic and Social Development, the Arab League Educational, (hlturalA.
and Scientific Organization (ALECSO), the Islamic Development Bank and the
Secretariat of the Conference of Ministers of Agriculture for the Qulf Countries
and the Arabian Peninsula.

5. The following United Nations Organizations were represented: The United Nations
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs (UNDIESA), United Nations
Department for Technical Co-operation for Development (INDT(D), International Labor
Organisation (ILO), United Nations Development Programme(UNDP), United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations'Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESC0), United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA),

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), World Health

Organization (WHO) and World Meteorological Organization (WMO).

6. The list of participants is given in Annex I,

Opening Statements

7. His Excellency Dr, Abdul-Rahman Abdul-Aziz Al Asheikh, Minister of

Agriculture and Water, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, opened the meeting, After

welcoming the participants, the Minister stressed the important role of water resources
in the de welopment of nations and urged the Meeting to adopt a limited but well-
defined number of recommendations which could constitute the starting point

for any regional co-operative effort in this field. His Excellency the Minister
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referred also to the importance of ‘he optimal use of water for household,
industrial, agricultural and other purposes. His Excellency Dr, Abdul-Rahman
Abdul-Aziz Al Asheikh concluded his statement ascertaining the readiness of

the Kingdom to support existing modalities of co-operation among Arab countries
in agricultural and water policies, including the convening of regional
conferences in water related fields. (The full text of the statement is gl ven

in Annex II).

8. Mr. Abdullah Mohamed Al Ghulaika, Deputy Minister for Water Affairs,

Ministry of Agriculture and Water, Saudi Arabia, emphasized in his statement

the link between water consumption and the rapid economic and social development

of the region. He further indicated that the provision of the Kindgom's future
water needs, would be met mainly by raising the standard of water management. ,

the development and improvement of water resources, the conservation of groundwater
reservoirs and the efficiency of water utilization. He also mentioned that the
Ministry had undertaken a number of general studies on the basis of which a well-
defined programme for the conduct of further detailed studies was prepared. The
Ministry, he added, had also drawn up a programme for covering the Kingdom with

a concentrated network of hydrometeorological stations. The Ministry was likewise
monitoring the water resources of the Kingdom in order to determine the extent

of the impact of dewelopment and consumption on these resources. Mr. Ghulaika
referred also to the activities of and the studies prepared by the Ministry,

aimed at supplying all the cities and vllages of the Kingdom with drinking water.
The efforts of the Ministry in promoting and strengthening the water and
agricultural sectors were complemented by the work of a number of other governmental
organizations and institutions. He concluded by hoping that this Meeting would
take further steps towards co-ordinating efforts, exchanging relevént

information and strengthening co-operation among Arab countries for the devwelopment
of this vital sector. (The full text of the statement is given in Annex III).

9. Mr, Mohammed Said Al-Attar, Executive Secretary of ECWA opened his address

by expressing his deep gratitude and sincere appreciation to the Government of

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for hosting the Second Regional Water Meeting and welcoﬁe&
the delegates and observers who kindly accepted the invitation to attend this Meeting.
The Executive Secretary indicated that the present Meeting was convened as a follow-
up to and implementation of the resolutions and recommendations of the United Nations
Water Conference and in response to resolutions 2115 (LXIIT) and 2121’(LXIII) of

the Economic and Social Council wherein the Council called upon the regional
commissions to hold such meetings and requested the regional commissions to

strengthen their capabilities to play a "central role" in the implementation of

the Mar del Plata Action Plan.
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Mr. Al-Attar enumerated a number of reasons for the ever-growing water
shortage in the region, mainly caused by rapid agricultural and

industrial expansion, rapid population increase and growing urbanization,
the general absence of national planning and of well designed policies

in the water field, lack of awareness of the need for rational management,
conservation and development of water resources, the absence in most cases
of national bodies for co-ordinating water activities and the limited efforts
so far taken in technical co-operation among member countries. He

also emphasised in his statement some important topics such as adopting
measures for assessing water resources, preparation for the International
Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, increasing efficiency in
agricultural water use, dewelopment of human resources and training manpower
in the water sector, establishment of specialized training institutes and
the strengthening of technical co-operation among developing countries in
water-related fields at the subregional, regional and international level s.

In closing, Mr. Al-Attar referred to the proposal to establish a Water
Resources Council which had been adopted by the First Regional Water Meeting held
in Baghdad in 1976 and to the decision to this effect by the Commission in
resolution 39 adopted at its 4th session in Amman in April 1977; He called
upon the meeting to support the establishment of this Council which was expected
to constitute an appropriate mechanism for the exchange of information,
co-ordination of research and formulation of plans aimed at the optimal
utilization of water resources. (The full text of the statement is given
in Annex IV);

Election of Officers

10. The Meeting unanimously elected Mr, Moustafa Nouri (Saudi Arabié) as
chairman, Dr, Mohammad Noureldine Al-Rifai (Syrian Arab Republic) as deputy
chairman and Mr. Mustafa Bin Mukhtar Bin Ali (Sultanate of Oman) as Rapporteur,

Agenda
11. The Meeting adopted the following agenda:

(1) Opening of the Meeting
(2) Election of efficers

(3) Adoption of the agenda and organization of the work of the Meeting



(4)

(5)
(6)

lym

Discussion of the basic jitems:

(4.1)

(4.2)
(4.3)
(4.4)
(4.5)
(4.6)

(4.7)

Action taken by the member countries in the light of the
United Nations Water (onference and the First Regional
Water Meeting (Baghdad)

Estahlishment of a Regional Water Resources Council
Manpower Situation and requirements in the water Sector
Community water supply and the sanitation situation

Agricultural Water use situation

Strengthening technical co-operation among developing
countries in the water field at subregional, regional and

interregional lewels
Other special reports:

(a) Projection of water demands for ECWA countries by
the year 2000;

(b) Assessment of water resources.

Adoption of the report of the Meeting

Closure of the Meeting.
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IT. ACTION TAKEN BY THE MEMBER COUNTRIES IN THE
LIGHT OF THE UNITED NATIONS WATER CONFERENCE

AND THE FIRST REGIONAL WATER MEETING (BAGHDAD)
(Agenda item 4.1)

12. Following the introduction by the ECWA secretariat of the working

document E/ECWA/NR/CONF.3/WP. 1 and back ground documents E/EOWA/NR/CONF,3/2
and}E?CDNF.70/29, representati ves of seweral countries made additional statements
as indicated below outlining the opportunities, needs and problems encountered

in their respective countries,

13. The head of the delegation of the Arab Republic of Egypt reported on

a new strategy regarding the use and de welopment of ail national water resources.
Beginning in 1978, a National Water Manarcement Project was initiated with the
objecti we of impro ving social and economic conditions for the farmers through
better on-farm management and more efficient water use, The year 2000 served

as a target for improving and upgrading all irrigation systems in the country,
Problems of misuse, outdated methods, salinity and waterlogging, pollution .
management and conveyénce and farm losses were being considered, It was pointed
out that ,.lanners were now also focusing on new methods of collecting and
storing water, improving production and productivity and instituting water laws
with the aim of using pricing and regulations to increase economic efficiency,
New research and specialized training and education programmes were also under way,

Assessment of water resources covering most of the country was expected to be
completed by 1981, Improvement of water use efficiency for all purposes, as well

as water quality had been undertaken Successfully by Iraq., It was indicated

that Iraq intended to meet its projected water requirements in the different sectors
by the year 1995 and that plans were under way to strengthen the existing
universities and to increase the number of educational centres. It was also stated

that new water legislation, laws and regulations, had recently been enacted,
Concerning regional technical Co-operation in the water field, the delegation of
Ifaq emphasized implementation of the recommendations adopted by the Baghdad
meeting and those of the United Nations Water Conference. It was further pointed
oq}’that Iraq desired to Co-operate in the establishment of Joint committees

wl%h countries sharing common water resources whene ver appropriate,
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15. The head of the delegation of Jordan stated that. among the concrete steps
taken by the Government as a follow-up action to the United Nations Water
Conference was the approval by the government of the proposal to establish a
Supreme Water Council and a Central Water Authority. These new bodies would

be responsible for co-ordinating in a centralized manner the work of the various
national organizations concerned with water, including the Natural Resources
Authority, the Water Supply Corporation, the Jordan Valley Authority and the
Amman Water Supply and Sewerage Authority, The New Authority would be the
executive arm of the Council, fully responsible for all matters concerning the
dewelopment and management of water resources. The terms of reference of the
Council also included preparation of short-term and leng-term national water
plans and the resolution of any conflicts that might arise among competing
bodies. It was also pointed out that a National Water Symposium had been held in
Amman in 1978. The Symposium adopted seweral recommendations related to assessment,
pPlanning, management and dewelopment of water resources. The statement has
concluded by putting forward a pProposal to constitute a team of experts under

the auspices of ECWA to provide member countries at their request with technical
services as might be needed on specific problems in the water field, The team
or a part thereor as needed would be expected to stay long ercugh in any one
country to carry out such'brojects adequately, The ECWA secretariat explained
that a similar proposal was Suggested under Section III (e) of the working

paper (E/ECWAANR/CONF,3/WP.2) wherein the establishment of a committee for
professional services and consultants, within the organizational set-up of the
proposed Regional Water Council, wa.:i recommended to provide such services. The
secretariat also expressed its readiness within its limited resources to make

these services available to member States,

16. The head of the Omani delegation stated that one of the main achievements
of his country was the establishment of a National Water Resources Council to
co-ordinate the activities of all bodies concerned with water; A first water
master plan for the country was drafted. Manpower training programmes,
strengthening of water resources authorites, computerization of water data and
legislation of new water laws were undertaken. Public awareness regarding

the use and management of water resources was being enhanced through various

means, including the mass media.

17. The head of the Qatari delegation indicated that a National Committee had
been established for the purpose of developing and managing land and water
resources. This committee was cabrying out research work with the aim of
developing an integrated \plan for the development'and management of water
resources for all purposes. At present, Qatar is training manpower in the field
of water resources, improving ways of utilizing water and exchanring information

and technical co-operation with neighbouring countries,
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18, The heag of the delegation of the United Arab Emirates stated that

an assessment of water resources for the country was carried out in 1963.

A surwey of ‘water needs for agriculture was made in 1977. The misuse of
water for agriculture and domestic water supply was often experienced in

the country. It was pointed out that, at present, the United Arab Emirates
was dealing with the improvement of irrigation by adopting more modern methods
so as to cover more land. Indication was given that the country was planning

to unify all bodies concerned with water,

19. The head of the Saudi delegation mentioned that steps had been
injtiated to prepare a national water master plan and that a working
team had been organized to prepare and supervise work for this purpose.

It was stated that a water data bank had already been established

and that work on assessment of water resources as well as water demand
studies had begun. As a result of these activities it was expected that

a new water legislation would be promulgated. Other projects such as
desalination and treatment of waste water and its reuse continued to be of
major interest. It was stated that Saudi Arabia co-operated in programmes

of information exchange with neighbouring countries and existing organizations
in the region.

20. The head of the Syrian delegation urged the meeting to adopt specific,

vwell defined and operational recommendations. He also outlined the activities

of Syria in implementing the Mar del Plata Action Plan. It was pointed out

in this respect that work on a water basin project had been started as early as 1976.
The project aimed at: Laying out a base for water resource documentation, training
of manpower at warious levels, planning for multipurpose use of water, making
available advanced water-related equipment, reformulation of policy and

legislation, strengthening and unifying water management activities, and

improving water use efficiency.

21. The head of the delegation of Democratic Yemen stated that hydrogeological
investigations of the main wadies in the country were under way, and that as

a partiof the Gowrnment's general policy, specific studies were being carried
out for deweloping and managing the resources of these wadies. The country
was also planning to undertake a project to compile a national water resources
map. It was also stated that water resource monitoring programmes had been
established, that efforts were being made to improve the efficiency of water
use in irrigation, and that plans and projects were under way to provide water
to the population, subject to financial constraints. With regard to legislation
and management, it was indicated that the Go wernment planned to centralize its
various institutions concerned with water.
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22, The head of the Lebanese delegation indicated that the establishment
of hydrometeorclogical stations in Lebanon dated back to the 19th century,
However, the thrust of the activity came in the early nineteen-fifties,

when networks were established in all strategic points in the country. He
further pointed out that Lebanon projected its water demands ewry 25 years,
However, it had been found that the results were not that accurate, and

that these projections should be reviewed occasionally., He also stated

that the water policy in Lebanon was based on the premise that first and
foremost all domestic and industrial needs should be satisfied, and that

an effort should be made to irrigate as much land as possible., Excess water

was usually stored and groundwater recharged.

Recommendations

23. After considering section IV of the working document E/ECWA/NR/CONF,3/WP.1,

the Meeting recommended:

(a) That efforts continue for providing an accurate assessment
of water resources in the region. That, where such efforts weré
not under way or were lagging, renewed emphasis be placed
on this activity and all relative phases, including establishment
of suitable central agencies, strengthening of data collection
systems, systematic procedures for processing such data,
standardization of measurement techniques and instrumentation
and automation of stations

(b} That actions to measure and project demand be given top priority
since accurate water use data were of vital importance to future
planning. Projections for future demand must be based upon
accurate and factual data to be of any walue. That, based upon
such data, projections then be made for each country of the
region for at least 25 years in the future

(c) That measures be continued to increase efficiency in the fields
of municipal, industrial and agricultural water use. That
municipal metering, the scale of charges and proper maintenance
be given high priority in each country. That industrial
technologies be encouraged which consume smaller quantities of
water or reuse it. That efficiency of delivery systems
for agricultural purposes be increased through better maintenance
and improved methods of delivery and application of water




(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

9=

That institutional changes be made to centralize
water-related matters at governmental level, through
formation of central water authorities, national water
committees and through legal and administrative changes.
That assistance be provided at regional lewels in this
undertaking

That efforts to develop national water policies be
accelerated in each country of the region; That
assistance be provided from the regional level in this
undertaking

That the review and examination of legislation, rules
customs, ordinances and decrees be given- high priority
in each country and, as a result of such review, that
suitable legislation be enacted as needed

That emphasis continue to be given to public information
and participation in water-related matters in those
countries having such a programme. In other countries,
that high priority be given to establishing such a
programme. That co-ordination be provided at the regional
level to assist in implementing new programmes and in
improving existing programmes

That top priority be given to programmes dealing with

education, training and research in each country of

the region. The training of manpower, both professional

and technical, is an urgent matter in all countries of the
region, It is further recommended that research be co-ordinated
from an overall regional standpoint and that research findings
be disseminated throughout the region.



~10-

III., ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGIONAL WATER RISOURCES COUNCIL
(Agenda item 4.2)

24, The ECWA secretariat introduced the working document (E/ECWA/NR/CONF;B/WP.2)
which contained the proposal to establish a Regional Water Resources Council
giving details of its composition and functions.,

25. It was noted that the doaument was prepared as a follow-up to the
recommendations of the First Regional Water Meeting held in Baghdad, Iraq,

in 1976, subsequently endorsed by the United Nations Water Conference, the
Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly., It was also prepared
pursuant to operativwe paragraph 3 of resolution 39 (IV) of‘the Economic
Commission for Western Asia, wherein the Executive Secretary of the Commission
was requested to take the initiatiwe in contacting member States in connexion
with the propcsal to establish the Council.,

26. A representative of the United Nations (headquarters) informed the
Meeting about the status of intergpvernmental bodies concerned with water
in the other regional commissions., It was pointed out that such bodies
already existed in ECE (Committee on Water Problems) and ESCAP (Committee
on Natural Resources). It was further stated that the African Regional
Meeting (October 1978) adopted a proposal to establish an Intergoiernmental
Committee on Wzter Resources for Africa: similarly the Latin American
Regional Meeting (October 1978) recommended that ECLA should directly assume
concrete permanent responsibility for promoting the implementation of the
Mar del Plata Action Plan.

27, Some delegtions supported the proposed Regional Water Resources Council
and stressed that there was a need for such a council to assist member countries
in ewvaluating and planning the use of water resources, to provide teams of
experts to assist those countries that lacked such expertise and also to
co~-ordinate 2t the regional level the water activities of the member States.
Other delegafions raised several points of major concern to this particular
agenda item. Some felt that the establishment of the Council as proposed might
result in am unnecessary uuplication of efforts with other existing subregional

and regional organizations,

28, After considerable deliberations at the plenary meeting and also at a
closed meeting of the heads of delegations, the Meeting decided that the question
of the estailishment of the Council required further study in order to ensure

that unnecessary duplication of efforts was minimized,
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Resolutidn

29. The Meeting then aGOpted the resolution given below governing thé
follow-up steps to be taken regarding the Regional Water Resources Council:

ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGIONAL WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL

The ECWA Second Regional Water Meeting

Recalling the recommendation to establish a Regional Water Resources

Council adopted at its First Regional Meetinglfg

Considering the resolutions and recommendations of the United Nations
Water Conference, which constitute the Mar del Plata Action Plang/,

Noting that the Conference requested the regionﬁl commissions to "play
a central role in the promotion of intergovernmental co-operation" in their
respective regions, as a follow-up to the Plan, and specifically recommended
~ in resolution VIII thereof that they should, inter alia, "assign specific
responsibility on water to an{existing\intergovernmental committee within
the regional commissions or, if necessary, create a new one and establish or
strengthen, as appropriate, the secretariat units of the commissions dealing
with water, which would serve as the secretariat of the intergovernmental

committee referred to in this subparagraph",

Bearing in mind that the General Assembly, in its Resolution 32/197,
on the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations

system, recommended that "the regional commissions should exercise team
leadership and responsibility for co-ordination and co-operation at the

regional lewel",

Recalling resolution 39 (IV) of ECWA concerning regional éb-operation

in the field of water resources development,

Convinced that it is desirable to make maximum use of the existing
regional and subregional intergovernmental machinery and the available
resources, in order to awid the dispersal of effort and the proliferation
of agencies, as well as to ensure economy of resources and efficiency in

the action to be carried out,

1, E/ECWANR/CONF.3/2

2/ E/CONF.70/29



Concerned, at the same time, that the terms of reference of the proposed
Water Resources Council may imply certain unnecessary duplication of effort
with existing regional and subregional organizations dealing with water
resources dewlopment and mana gement,

1. Decides that an ad hoc Intergovernmental Committee be established from
representatives of countries present at this Meeting, with ECWA working

as its secretariat, in order to study with the countries concerned the
possibility of establishing a Regional Water Resources Council, considering
the desirability of guaranteeing the effectiveness of the Council while at
the same time avoiding duplication and ensuring arrangements to enhance
co-operation with existing organizations in the region;

2.  Further decides that the Committee shall be composed of representatives

from five countries, namely Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria and the

United Arab Emirates, and shall carry out the above recommendations and prepare
a report which shall be presented to a special meeting to be convened within

a maximum of one year, to which all member States of ECWA shall be invited;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECWA to provide the necessary
secretariat support services to the Committee within its available resources.

Recommendations

30. It was recommended that ECWA formulate its requirements for additional
resources in order to be able to intensify its work in the field of water

and enlarge intezr-country co-operation within the region as called for in
resolution VIII of the Water Conference endorsed by General Assembly

Resolution 32/158 and ECOSOC resolution 2121 (LXIII). This recommendation

was also in line with the request of several delegations that a team of experts
be constituted under the auspices of ECWA to provide member Governments with
technical services, as and when needed, specifying that the team or some
members of it, as appropriate, should stay sufficiently long in any one country

to carry out suth projects adequately.
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IV. MANPOWER SITUATION AND REQUIREMENTS IN THE WATER SECTOR

(Agenda item 4,3)

31, Discussion of this topic was based on doaiments E/EOWA/NR/CONF;3/WP.3
and E/ECWA/NR/CONF.3/9 which were introduced by the secretariat.

32. The study rewealed that there was an acute shortage of trained manpower
in all areas of water resource dewelopment and that this situation existed at
all lewels. The study revealed also the need for a regional training institute.

33. Several delegations stressed the need for such an institute and one
delegation suggested that one of the ways to meet this need was to convert

an existing institution to serve the purpose of regional training; Another
delegation stressed that those countries with limited means would particularly
benefit from such a regional institute.

34. The Jordanian delegation stated that the Go vernment of Jordan would be
willing to serve as a host for such an institute and provide a piece of land
as a site for it should the Meeting agree to set it up.

35. One delegation emphasized that the problem of the brain drain was an old

one that could not be resolved by the present regional Meeting, that it was

up to the governments to take at the national level the necessary measures to
overcome this problem., The same delegation was also of the opinion that ECWA
should review the curricula of the wvarious institutions at all levels and
recommend the necessary modifications based on the specific needs in water
resources. The same delegation also suggested that ECWA should continue preparing
periodic manpower surveys in the water resources field in the region and that '
the environmental aspects should also be covered in water resource studies;

36. A number of delegations stressed that there was no need for a new
regional training institute and that the use of existing naticnal training
facilities in the different disciplines of water resource development,
appropriately strengthened, might be preferable at this stage;

37. The delegation of another country mentioned that it was undertaking a
manpower survey at the middle technician level using the methodology proposed
in the ECWA study.



-Recommendations

38, The Meeting adopted the following recommendations concerning

Manpower Training and Education:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£

(g)

(h)

Ideally, every country should be in a position to conduct

training on its professional and technical personnel, However,

where such a need was small, the establishment of multinational

training facilities was recommended for use of all the region;

Additional institutions of higher education appeared to be

needed. More comprehensive water resource curricula also
appeared to be needed in existing institutions;

Refresher courses for all technical levels were needed regularly,

These might be on a national or regional basis;

More courses on computer use in water resource research and

development needed to be introduced, as also the consideration

and use of advanced training aids;

Governments should devwelop comprehensive training programmes
for national engineers and scientists to allow experience to

be gained in all fields of water resource investigation, planning
design and management. Where foreign firms served as consultants,
governments should, whenever possible, make provisions in their

contracts for the training of national personnel;

Expatriates working in water-related positions withih governments
should have a primary responsibility for training nationals in

their fields of competence;

Existing salary scales, promotion systems and incentives should
be reviewed, taking into consideration the nature of the work
in kardship cases and market conditions. FEmployees should be
encouraged,‘through proper incentives and opportunities for
advancement, to continue working in this technical field and to

seek opportunities to..improve their competence in it.

Full use should be made of existing facilities for the training
of technicians in the region before establishing new ones.
countries should know of the existence of facilities and invitations

should be issued for their use.

R

All



(1)

(3)

(h)

a

(m)

i -15-

As a follow-up to the preliminary study by ECWA, the need
existed for a further detailed assessment and evaluation

on a country-by-country basis of all water related training
programmes in the ECWA region; This should cover all existing
universities and technical schools. Further detailed assessment
should also be made for all such programmes planned for the
future;

Manpower estimates, both professional and technical, should be
an integral part of any National Resources Development Plan.
Most countries have 5.year plans, or some schedule of overall
planning. Every such plan should carry a strong recommendation
for manpower training. Every plan should also include details
on financial and other considerations necessary to meet training
requirements}

An inventory of cadres who emigrate abroad should be drawn up
and conditions that would encourage their return should be
established;

Provision should be made of long-term scholarships for graduate
study in subjects pertaining to water resource development;

The establishment of special training schools attached to
colleges and schools or to national water dewelopment agencies

should be considered on a permanent basis.



V. COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION SITUATION

(Agenda item 4.4)

39, The ECWA secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/NR/CGNF;B/WP;4
which dealt with activities being carried out with reference to the
recommendations of the Habitat and Water Conferences and WHO document
E/ECWA/NR/CONF,3/4.

40, The document urged the countries of the region to commit themselves
to provide the total population, and particularly the rural areas, with

an adequate supply of water of acceptable quality within the next 10 years
and set up programmes for implementation during the Drinking Water Supply
and Sanitation Decade (1981-1990).

41, Some delegations expressed the view that more attention should be
paid to rural areas but pointed out that implementation in such a short
span of time is impractical due, among other things, to financial constraints.

42, Another delegation stated that its country was optimistic about

being able to supply the total population with drimking water by

the year 1990. This was being accomplished by one or another of the
following means: Construction of storage dams, drilling of wells and
desalination. He added that for the past five years wells have been drilled
at the rate of 100 a year, some of which were as much as 2000 meters deep.

Recommendations

43, Concerning community water supply and sanitation and the launching

of the Decade, the Meeting recommended that:

(a) The target of HABITAT concerning community water supply
and sanitation be adopted and vigourously pursued in the

countries of the ECWA region

(b) Specific action proposals, under the overall supervision of
WHO and co-ordinated by ECWA, in consultation with competent
organizations of the United Nations system, be established for

each country in the region ‘ )




(¢) Community water supply and waste disposal planning be
co-ordinated with overall planning and economic development

(d) Full use be made whenever possible of local resources, including
manpower, in the planning and implementation of community water

supply and waste disposal programmes

(d) Priority be given to areas not having adequate community
water and sanitation services, such as rural and low income
groups.

(f) Financing for community water and sanitation programmes reflect
-long=term needs as well as the urgency of short-term needs in
each country

(g) Low-interest loans and other incentives be provided to
communities and other entities to promote planning and construction
of projects

(h) Assistance be provided in terms of well-drilling capability
and other equipment where needed to implement programmes

(i) Governmental infrastructures in each country be reviewed for
community water supply and sanitation and new organizations or
departments be established where needed for this purpose

(i) Long-term financing capability for water supply and sanitation
take place to ensure the planning and implementation of such
services on a long=-term baSig

(k) Transfer and application of technology in water supply and
sanitation be encouraged among countries of the ECWA region

(1) Pricing policies and other incentives be adopted, where needed,
in order to promote efficient water use and reduction of water

wastage.

(m) In rural and remote areas low-cost individual water supply and -

sanitation systems be promoted

(n) Programmes for health education be carried out hand in hand
with water supply and sanitation development to heighten public
awareness of health



(o)

(p)

(q)

(r)

(s)
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Training programmes be established to meet all lewvels of
manpower needs in the water supply and sanitation fields

Information and inventory systems for all phases of water
supply and sanitation planning and dewvelopment be established

and maintained

Development and dissemination of information on new concepts
in all phases of water supply and sanitation be encouraged

Regional and international organizations continue to take an
active and co-ordinated role in providing assistance to all
countries of the region in technical, financial, research,
health education and demonstration projects, in cost reduction
programmes and in the interchange of information programmes

The role of ECWA be strengthened in the region in the field
of water supply and sanitation in order to provide the
co-ordination needed between international and national programmes

and plans of action.
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VI, AGRICULTURAL WATER USE SITUATION

(Agenda item 4;5)

44, The working paper on this topic (E/ECWA/NR/CONF.3/WP.5) was

prepared by the ECWA secretariat in response to the recommendations of

the Baghdad Regional Water Meeting and the phased &ction Programme

for Agriculture adopted by the United Nations Water-Conference; It was
btased on the findings of field missions undertaken by ECWA experts in the
region and on questionnaires designed for this purpose;' The working

paper considered the present use, sources and quality of agricultural water,
Existing and contemplated plans for improving the efficiency of irrigation
and for research programmes were discussed. Constraints and national
policies, legislation and remi lations to control water use in agriculture

were also reviewed,

45, Several delegations provided supplementary and in some cases up-to-date
statistical informatioﬁ and requested the secretariat to revise the table

in the working paper accordingly; They also commented on programmes now
under way in their countries concerning improvements in agricultural water
use; It was also indicated that new methods, such as drip irprigation were
proving successful in increasing production as well as in reducing water
diversions,

46, One delegation suggested the grouping of the countries covered by the
working paper on the basis of total area, area irrigated, available water

and the population of the country concerned.



Recommendations

47. With respect to Agricultural water use, the meeting recommended that:

(a) . The recommendations and resolutions of the United Nations

(b)

(c)»

(d)

(e)

(£)

(g)

(h)

(1)

Water Conference concerning the improvement of the quality
of water be emphasized and the countries concerned be urged
to commit themselves to their implementation.,

_Inefficiency of agricultural water use due to losses in

transit and unsuitable irrigation systems be discouraged

National policies, institutional arrangements and legislation
be focussed on the gpal of increasing both efficiency in water
use and production levels

Research programmes be accelerated on the relationship of
land and water use, with particular emphasis on improved
cropping practices and efficiency in agricultural water
use

The flow-back of drainage water into its originél source be
avoided so as to preserve water quality

Financial and manpower resources be provided for better
water use and management practices

Apprepriate pricing policies be adopted to encourage efficient
water use

Public participation and information programmes be developed
and implemented in the field of efficient water use and farm
management

The economics of water use for agriculture be balanced with
that of other uses in order that economic deQelopment in each
courtry might proceed in a manner which would result in the
greitest benefit to the entire country;
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VII., STRENGTHENING TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN
THEE WATER FIELD AT SUBREGIONAL, REGIONAL AND INTERREGIONAL LEVELS

(Agenda item 4;65‘

48; Among those recommendations endorsed by the United Nations Water
Conference were proposals to impro?e technical co-operation among de&eloping
nations in the water field; The working paper, E/ECWA/NR/CONF;B/B, which
was introduced by the ECWA secretariat was prepared as a follow-up action
based upon information obtained from member countries through field missions.

49, The working paper covered the following items: Background, Improéed
Information Base, Sharing and Receiving Expert and Consultancy Services,
Identification of Programmes That Can Be Accomplished Through Technical
Co-operation, Languages and Means Used for Exchange, plus Summary, Conclusions

and Recommendations.

50; Several delegations commented on the working paper; Most felt that
technical co-operation on water related matters was of utmost importance
to the nations of the region and stressed their willingness to co-operate
in every way possible; The ammendments proposed during the discussion
were reflected in the recommendations given at the end of this section;

51. It was suggested by one delegation that ECWA prepare a list of names
of competent experts and consulting firms working in the field of water in
the region; The same delegation indicated a desire to have ECWA gather and
disseminate information and papers prepared by member States related to
various areas of research in the water field;

Recommendations

52. In relation to Technical Co-operation among De#eloping Countries (TCDC},
the Meeting recommended that:

(a) The deﬁelopment of an adequate information base continue to
receive priority so that each country would have a meaningful inventory
of technical resources and so that exchange of information with others
could proceed on an organized basis;

(bi ‘The sharing of the results of research, education and training,
continue to receive top priority in each country. Since no country in the
ECWA region had such a programme adequate to all its needs, the finding of
research should be disseminatedto all who have common problems, and educaticnal
and training facilities should be shared with others of the region;



(c) Organizations be established at the regional level to
oversee the eptire field of technical cooperation among countries
in the region. Such organizations should form task forces, or
pilot projects, within the region or subregion whereby special problems
may be attacked and knowledge gained might be disseminated to others
of the region; These organizations shosld be a part of the Regional

Water Resources Council if such a Council were approved,

(d) Countries co-operate in estatlishing a register of experts
and consulting services having particular knowledge of water-related
problems at subregional and regional lewels to be called upon where
and when required by member countries of the region; Every State
should make a list of consultants in order to accomplish the desired

objective,

(e) Identification of programmes for water resource de velopment
which may be achieved through technical co-operation be made in
specific sectors such as water supply, irrigation, drainage, transbasin
water resource dewelopment, grbundwater development, legislation,

education and training,

(f) Countries be encouragedto hold national, subegional and regional
seminars, symposiums and training courses.

(g) It be affirmed that all countries sharing common water

resources , take the initiative to apply the recommendations and
resolutions adopted in this respect by the United Nations Water

Conference.




YV III. PROJECTION OF WATER DEMauus FOR ECWA
COINTRIES BY THE YEAR 2000

 (Agenda item 4.7 (a) )

53; In presenting document E/ECWA/NR/CONF.3/8 on projection of water
‘demands for the ECWA region by the year 2000, the ECWA secretariat
pointed out that the results would have to be taken as preliminary
and that caution was to be exercised when following this methodology.
It was indicated that one of the problems was data limitation or the
lack of data of good quality and data of a cross-sectional and time-

series nature,

5% . It was suggested during the discussions that, in addition to the
improvement of data collection and quality, the méthodo]ogy and

assumption used in the ECWA study should be revised in order to refine
the proposed model. In this connexion, one delegation supported ECWA's

suggestion for holding a seminar on the methodology of water demands

~ projections.

Recommendations

55. Concerning water demand projections, the following recommendations

were adopted:

(a) Each country of the Region should carefully examine the data

used in these projections and make the necessary adjustments.

As was indicated in the first chapter, all the data used in this
study were compiled at the office. No data-ccllection missions were
undertaken for this purpose. Only the countries themselves can verify

the authenticity of the data at this time.

For example, the population projections of our consultant differ
from those of the United Nations "World Population Prospects - 1973",
and neither agrees with the published findings of the member States

" themselves, or their special consultants.

Similarly, FAO's projections of irrigated land are not in
agreement with some of the figures given by governments at the Unitel
Nations Water Conference at Mar del Plata, Argentina, 1977.



of watep demands ig a dynamic Process which fluctuates with the changes <

(i) Each country shoulg éstablish g data 8athering programme
for determining water use in all fields, This would include an
assessment of water used fopr municipal, industria] and rural domestic

Municipal"use should be determineq as far as Possible through
customer metering, Industria] use should be determineq by periodic
Surveys, updated as needed. Rypral domestic yge should be determined
by periodic Surveys, meteprs where possikle, ang other appropriate
methods;

Agricultura] use should be Measured by gages and meters, with
the responsibility on individual users to Cooperate in obtaining use

datao
Accurate and up~-to-date records should be maintaineq on the

amouni of land irrigated in each country, with an indication of the
nature of irrigation, whether Perennial op Supplementa],

(ii) Each country should establish g Programme for collecting
and ASsessing data on special problems in resource evaluation such

also be obtained, Such information should be obtained at periodic
intervals in order to establish trends ang growtk patterns,




" {iv) Fach country should establish programmes for obtaining economic

, information needed for the water demand model. Information on gross

. rational product, per capita income, industrial gross national product

 and agricultural production is needed. These data will also be useful in

malysm of the economics and priority of use of water for various purposes.

A1l this is essential for arrlmng at meaningful omJect:Lons.

(c) Water management strategies should be equally concerned with the
~nent of demand as with the management of supply. So far, the most

ﬁvcommon response to water shortage is the expansion of supplies while the
The rising cost of supplies

~ managing of demands is usually neglected.
" in most parts of the world calls for a policy of planning wherein attention

is focused on the actual needs of the people rather the quantity of water
@ such.
(d) 'Finally, it should be pointed out that whether we are dealing

; ~with projections or any other aspect of water demand, the issue of water
resource developmerit is a matter of awareness, sound management and careful °

planning.
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IX. ASSESSMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

(Agenda item 4.7 (b) )

56. The ECWA Secretariat presented document E/ECWA/NR/CONF.3/10
"Assessment of Water Resources", which was prepared jointly by WMO and
UNESCO. The paper outlined proposals for the implementation of the
regolution I of the United Nations Water Conference at the national,
regional and global lewels in order to assist countries in developing

adequate programmes to assess their water resources.

57. The paper stated that common methodology for the assessment of
water resources could be applied only in countries of similar
physidgraphic characteristics; It outlined a common strategy in this
respect,and proposed an international project to be implemented employing
this strategy. ‘The paper recommended implementing at least one of

the proposed pilot studies in the region should governments request it,

58. (he delegation stated that the needs of member countries for
asessing their water resources could be mat by formulating suitable
projécts which, if appropriate, may be carried out with the assistance

of oie or more competent organization(s) of the Unhited Nations system.

.




X. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE MEETING

(Agenda item 5)

59; The Meeting adopted its report on Wednesday 3 January 1979.

XI. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

(Agenda item 6)
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In the Name ¢! God the Compassionate, the Merciful

"Praise be to God and peace be on His trusted Messenger and
Prophet, Mohamed ben-Abdullah, and on his companions and on

all who walk in the path of rightiousness."

Your Excellencies, heads and members of delegations,

On behalf of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, its King, Government
and people, 1 am pleased to welcome you to the Kingdom which is always
honoured to host and sponsor gatherings such as this, which promise to
promote prosperity and well-being among our sister countries; this
Kingdom that is ewver anxious to provide these gatherings with all the
facilities needed for their success and for the accomplishment of positiwe
and practical results, I am also pleased to welcome the esteemed participants
who were kind enough to join us at the opening session of this Meeting,

thanking them for their gracious interest.

Distinguished brothers,

We are all conscious of the vital role which is played by water in
the life of the world - its peoples, its bounty and all its living things.
In addition to being one of the essential elements of the life and surviwal
of all living persons and things on this planet, water is also the general

support of dewelopment and the common denominator of its diwerse sectors.

Accordingly, I feel certain that you share my opinion of the primordial
significance and the great sensitivity that characterize the present Meeting
and that nourish our ambitions and expectations that it will play a truly
positiwe, effective, scientific and modernizing role, clear in its objectives,
specific in its impact and limited in its targets, far removed from the

monotonous and repetitions gatherings that never produce definite results,
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Accordingly, I urge you to put the emphasis on the scientific quality
of your deliberations, even if this means that you will emerge with a
limited number of recommendations or but a single recommendation that will
be worthy, howewer, of serving as the starting point of an uninterrupted
common scientific journey and the beginning of a joint fraternal effort
with fruitful prospects, instead of working towards a wide array of
recommendations whose force will be dissipated in their multiplicity and
dispersion., Quality and method, not quantity and magnitude are the gnidelines
we seek to follow,

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, under the leadership of His Majesty
King Khalid Ibn Abdelaziz and with the indefatigable efforts of His Royal
Highness, Crown Prince Fahed Ibn Abdelaziz, is progressing along well-studied
and purposeful steps in every sector of dewelopment. One of the most
prominent of these sectors is the dewelopment of the Kingdom's water resources
and the optimalization of their use for drinking, agriculture, industry and

the other areas where the nature of development requires their utilization.

These efforts are aimed at the development of our groundwater resources
and the conversion of fresh water from the saline waters of the Red Sea and
the Arabian Gulf. Intensive studies are being conductec uninterruptedly in
the search for new sources of water, followed by extensive engineering works
operating according to estabiished time-tables that keep pace with the
expansion of our cities and towns, our agriculture, industry and other needs.

On the regional, the Arab and the international levels and through the
variety of organizations, funds and consulting firms, the Kingdom has been
participating effectively and has been expending time and effort and extending
its support to assure the success of efforts taken in the different sectors
of dewelopment in general and the agricultural and water fields in particular,
whose importance to world food security is intimate.

In this regard, I would like to assert and insist upon the positiwe
desire and readiness of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to support the different
facets of co-operation extant among the Arab countries in the field of water
and agricultural policy, whether in terms of regional conferences, Arab
activities or common organizations. The support the Kingdom wishes to extend
is vertical: It wishes to strengthen existing efforts and place at their
disposal all that will assure their success. It wishes to awid the temptation
of horizontal expansion which often distracts us from our main goals, scatters
our efforts and deprives us of the fruits of our labour.
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Distinguishecd brothers,

I welcome you all once again and I wish for your Meeting every success
and accomplishment.

God be with you.
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In the Hame of o4 the Compassionate, the ivercitnl

hisrinsuished brothers z2nd colleames, heads anc nonbers of delerat fons,

[istecemed narticirants,

ft is a most cratitvine and fortunate occasicn on vhich e celebrate totay
the openinec in Riyadh, the capital of the Kingdom of fandi Apshia, of RCUA's
Second Re~ional Vater Meetine under the ansnices of V,0, Dr, Ahdel-Rahman
Ahdel=Aziz Al Asheil’h, Minister of Arriculture and ''ater, Permif re to endorse
His Fxcellency's warm welcome to vou all to vour second countrv, the Vincdom of
Saudi Arabia. Our hope and exrectation is hirh that Sod will endida oo throur~h
this fraternal meetines to fruitful resnlts whose ten~ihle conserence:s -rd
perceptible vields ill deenen the varions facets of co-onerati n smonc our
countries and orzanizations as they enrare in the Adevelopment of uater resconrces
and the improvement and develrnment of the methods of vater exploration,

conservation and exploitation.

Allow me to cast a cursory rlance at the interest which the Findom of
Sandi Arabia has shown in the wvater sactor and a2t the nlans which i+ has

formulated for its development and ~rowth,

Tt is a2 vell-knowm fact that the conmwmption of water in =2 voriety of nnes
is increersing continuoncly the world cver in direct rropertion to the inepens

in perseonal demand and the requirements of economic and industrial develop ...

sy our countries experienced rreater socisl, economic, arricnltural and

industrial development and construction activity, il«ir rntes of unter conswmtion

greu considerahly, Tn order to secure the provision of its fufnre noede the
Ministry of Arricnlture and Vater has pof the - bagis on paigin: the standnrds
of water manacerent, on the devalonment and imnrovement of water resonrces, nn

the congervation of csronnduater reservoirs and on the efficisncy of unter

utilir-ation,

is the water resources o' our country are limited in corpnricon 1ith other
recions o the ~lohe, seven venrs a~o the Ministrv undaptool” a number of ~eperni
studies wvhich comprised most of the inhabited recions, covering an arep of ahout

1,300,000 m2, These nreliminary studies uncovered a pwmbar of vadion ust <o
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sources which could be used for drinlzine water and Fob acricul turnl

development in the sedimentary strata of the ¥inedom, On the basis or the
findings of these reneral studies the Ministry adopted a vell=defined prosramme
for the conduct of detailed studies of the principal uater sources that had
been discovered. These studies were berun in 1393 ALK, with 11 Sim of
obtaining the basic information needed for developing these sources, Some

of these studies have already been completed while the rest are still in .

Progress in accordance with the established time-table.

In view of the importance of hydrometeorolo~ical data for the development
of water resources the Ministry has drawn up a programme for coverins the
Kingdom with a concentrated network of hydrometeoroloqical stations, Fifty
meteorological stations, 500 rainfall cauging stations and 50 streamfloy
gauging stations have been completed. The Ministry has a plan for introducing

advanced instrumentation in the work of these stations.

The Ministry is likewise monitoring the water resources of' the Kingdom
in order to determine the extent of the impact of development and consumption
on these resources. For this burpose it has at its disposal 530 monitoring
vwells of which 300 are hand-dug wells and 230 are tube wells distributed

throuchout the different repions of the Kin~dom,

Dams also bear a major sipnificance in the development of acricultural
and water resources; for they permit the exploitation of the rain vater that
falls over the regions of the Kingdom. Accordingly, the Ministry of Apriculture
and later has constructed 50 dams of varyinr sizes. The stora-e capacity of
sorie of these dams is as much as 70 million cubic meters, The IMinistrv ig

continuing the construction of more dams at the rate of ten ner veap,

Then again, the water sector of the Ministry is undertakinge the necessary
studies and activities for supplying all the cities and villazes of the Kinodom
with drinkine water. To this end it is drilline hand-dug wells and tube wells,
constructing reservoirs over them and laying out the necessary networl:s for
distributing the water to the different domestic users. About 100 such vells
are being drilled annually in different recions of the country, in ~ddition to
the implementation of 40 integrated water rrojects, including: pipe natuorts,

reservoirs and pumping stations.

Mistin~uished brothers,

T ~ddition to the efforts of the Ministrv of Noricnlture and Vatap in

the devrelopnent o# acricnltural and yatepr resonrcees and in the provi-ian of

S
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drinking wvater to the population, there arc a number of other ~overn ntol
organizations and institutions that share these concerns and responsibilities
with it. Among these is the Saline Water Conversion Cornoration. 'Mis
institution has already constructed and is in the process of constructing

glant desalinaticn and hydroelectric stations on the western and the sactern
shores of the Kingdom. On the Red Sea it has constructed and is presently
constructing giant desalination plants at Jeddah, and at Duba, Al-tlajh, Yanbu',
Al-Lith and Rabigh and on Farasan Island. On the Arabian Gulf, it has constructed
and is constructing other plants at Al-Khobar, Al-Jubail and Al-Khafji. Vorl: is
in progress to supply the capital city of Riyadh with desalinated Culf water fronm
the Al-Jubail plant. This Corporation has an ambitious and well-studied plan

for vertical and horizontal expansion in the construction of desalination and

hydroelectric stations at other points in the Kin~dom.

The water supply and sewerage departments of the principal cities of the
Kingdom and the Public Utilities Department of the Ministry of Municiral and
Rural Affairs also share the responsibilities of the Ministry of Arriculture
and Vater in that they supervise the operations of certain water nrojects in

a number of regions of the Kingdom.

My intention in these brief comments was to place before vou a clear
picture of the efforts being made by the Kincdom of Saudi Arabia in the
development of its own agricultural and water resources as well in co-onerative
ventures with neishbourins countries with whom it shares cormon reolocrical
formations. I have truly high hopes that your present Meetin~ will talze us:

a plant step forward towards the co-ordination of the efforts of our sister
countries in the field of water studies, in the exchange of relevant information
and in mutual co-operation in each and every activity that serves to promote
this most vital sector of development. I wish you and your Heeting every

success.,

God be with vou.



T S




Annex IV

Address by Dr, M,S. Al-Attar, Fxecutive Secretary of the llnited MNations

Economic Commission for Vestern Asia, at the opening of the Second

Regional Water Meetins, Riyadh, 1 Safar 1399 (30 December 1079),

Your Excellency, the Minister of Agricul ture and Yater,
Distinguished Delegsates and Observers,

T have the honour of commencing my address by expressinT my deep
gratituie and sincere appreciation to the Government of the Yinadom of
Saudi Arabia for its gracious hosting of the Second Regional Water Meeting
and the valuable endeavours which it has made to ensurc the success of this

Meeting,

I have great pleasure in welcoming and thanking H.E. Dr. Abdul -
Rahman Abdul Aziz Al Asheikh, the Minister of Asriculture and Water, who
kindly agreed to open this Meetinz, thereby confirming his concern and

support for the activities of the Fconomic Commission for Western Asia,

It is also a pleasure for me to welcome the distinrcuished delecates
and observers who, believing in its objectives and wishing to contribute

to its sucess, have kindly attended this Meeting,

The eighth resolution adopted by the United Mations Water Coriference
held at Mar Del Plata in Argentina from 14-25 March 1977 called upon the
economic commissions within their respective rerions to play a central role
in the promotion of intergovernmental co-operation as a follow-up to
the so-called "Mar Del Plata Action Plan" for the manacement and development
of water resources. The ahove Conference also took note of the various
recommendations and resolutions adopted by the economic commissions at
their regional preparatory meetings while leaving the implementation of these
recormendations and resolutions to be undertaken by the commissions in the
manner which they might deem appropriate in the light of the recommendations

adopted by the Conference.
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In May 1977, the United Nations Committee on Natural Resources adopted
at its fifth sessim in Geneva a resolution callinz upon the economic commissions
to hold regional meetings in order to ascertain the views of member States

concerning follow-up action on the resolutions and recommendatimns of the Tnited

E .

Nations Yater Conference and in order to look into tho opportunities, neeads

and problems involved in their implementation at the regional level.

In August 1977, the Fconomic and Social Mouncil adopted at its sixty-third
session resolutions 2121 and 2115 which stressed the need for strenctheninz and
enhancing the responsibilities of the economic commissions in the vater field
at the regional and the subregional levels. The Council also called upon the
economic commissions to hold regional meetinas to review the questions indicated

above,

Accordingly, ECHA made the necessary contacts for holding this Second
Regional ltlater Meeting as a follow-up to the resolutions and recommendations
of the United Nations Water Conference and the first rezional water meeting
which was held in Baghdad from 11-16 December 1976.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are all aware that most of our region falls within arid and semi-arid
zones which are characterized by limited water resources. Thris means fhat the
rezion in general or in some of its parts is experiencing now or will experience
soon a shortage of water rescurces with undesirable effects on the progress of
social and economic development. This shortage is likely to grow ever worse for

the followinz reasons:

¥

1. The rapid agricultural and industrial expansion, the rapid ponxlatjdn’“

increase and the growing urbanization in the regiom.,

2. The general absence of national planning and well-desimed policies
that would bring the use of available water resources into line with economic,

asricultural and social development.,




3. The lack of awareness in the private sector, and in some instances
the public sector, of the need of the rational management, conservation and
development of water resources at the national level., This is likely to lead to t
exhaustion of ground reserves and to shorﬁages in surface water resources; or
else these resources may be rendered useless due to depletion and, in certain

instances, pollution.

4. The general poverty of quantitative and qualitative knowledze of

national surface and ground water resources,

5. The general absence of national bodies or agencies responsible for
the co-ordination of activities related to the development, conservation and

management of water resources at the national level.

6. The absence of technical co-operation among the different countries
at the regional level in the study and assessment of water resources, especially
in shared water basins, for the purpose of developing available and prospective

resources,

I would like to indicate here that the optimum utilization of the water
resources of the region, based on scientific and practical foundations and on
well-designed governmental planning,is bound to have a central effect on the
outcome of immediate and long-term socio-economic development. Moreover,
confiding the effective handling of the water sector to specialized legislative
and administrative institutions at the centralized level is bound to have a
positive impact on the development, conservation and management of vital
water resources and to attenuate the hardships involved in dealing with

possible water shortages at the national level.

Among the primordial factors involved in the planning for optimum utilizatior
of water resources is a sound qualitative and quantitative knowledse of and
familiarity with the facts of availahkle and prospective water resources, It is
nat surprising, then, that the first resolution adopted by the United Nations
Water Conference should stress the need for the assessment of water resources
at the national level and should call upon member States to give high priority
to the collection of hydrological and hydrogeological data and information and



to the formulation of lons-term programmes for monitoring, following up and
analyving this information so as to arrive at sond and realistic assessments

of available water resources and the means for developing them,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The topics that we shall be discussing together at the present meeting
are, as T have already indicated, intrinsic to the resolutions of the United
Mations Water Conference and the Bazhdad water meetinm, whose importance to the
development and management of our regions's water resources is immediate.

In addition to the presentation and deliberation of the measures taken in the
assessment of our water resources in reneral and the measures recommended for
adoption on the country and the regional level in comnliance with the first
resolution of tha United Nations Water Conference, the Meetins, as evident

from the proposed agenda in your hznds, will also discuss the preparatory
activities for the International Community Water Supply and Sanitation Decade in
compliance with United Nations Vater Conference resolution 2, on vhich subject

™0 has sraciously prepared a paper,

Qur Meetinc will also be discussing the present status of the use of water
in agriculture and the means of determining the irrisation methods that will
increase the efficiency of water use in agriculture so that we shall hnve better

knowledge of the optimum ways of maximizing returns.

The measures for assessing water resources, the preparations for the
International Community Water Supply and Sanitation Decade and the increased
efficiency in agricultural water use cannot talze place outside the context
of the development of human resources and trained manpower in thes water sector
and the establishment of specialized institutes for training the manpower which is
to bte responsible for the scund managerment, exploitation and conservation of

’

water resources.




The Meeting will also discuss the status of technical co-operation amonq
the developins countries in the development of water resources at the subregional,
resional and international levels and the impact of such co-operation on the

rezicn,

Distinguished Delegates and Observers,

One of the most important tonics that will be talen up by our Meeting is
a topic that has longz been awaiting attention: the establishment of the Regional

Council for the Development of Water Resources.

The establishment of this Council was proposed at the first FCWUA water
meeting which was held in Baghdad and the United Mations Water Conference
adopted the FCWA proposal. The decision to establish the Council was talen at
ECUA's fourth session which was held in Arman in April 1977, and was embodied
in resolution 39. This resolution requested the Fxecutive Secretary of the
Commission "to take the initiative in contacting all member States in order
to ascertain which of them may wish to establish a water resairces council,
and to convene its first meetine as soon as possible", In fact all the member

States were contacted and the majority responded favourably,

One of the main aims in setting up this Council is to establish a sound
nucleus to co-ordinate and promote technical co-operation at the regional level,
especially among countries sharing surface and ground water basins, with a vieu
to the dévelopment, conservation and management of these resources in a rational
and efficient manner. I call upon the Meetinz to support the establishment of
this Council which will, beyond a shadow of doubt, constitute a sound and
appropriate nucleus for documentation, the exchange of inform=tion and co-ordination
of research in regard to water, and for the formulation of w2ll-conceived, lons-term
water plans aimed at the optirum utilization of water resonrces, particularly at

the recional level.

T am confident, gentlemen, that you will accord this matter the attention

which it deserves.
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Mr. Minister,

Delegates and Observers,

The Fconomic Commission for Western Asia is continuing to laca difficult
and distressing circumstances as a result of the srievous events besetting
Lebanon which have led uc to postpme the holdin_ of this leeting several times
until the Government of the Finsdom of Sandi Aprabin liindly offerc? to host it.

..

These conditions of force majeure under which the Commission hng been,

and still is, onerating may have had an effect on the nuality of the doaiments
nrepared for this Meeting., We therefore ber vour indulzence for =any inadvertent

errors vhich may come to your notice,

In conclusion, please allow me, Your Fxcellency, to reiterate my profound
gratitude and sincere ~npreciation to the Government and people of the Kin:dom
of Saudi Arabia for oenerously hosting this meeting attended by so many
distinguished delegates and observers who have come from Arab and international
countries and organizations with the aim of helping us to develon yater pesources
in the FCYA region and attemnting to resolve the problems that mi~ht imprede our

achievement of this objective.

I wish you a hishly successful and fruitful Meeting,

God be with you,
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‘LIST OF DOCUMENTS
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E/BCWA/NR/CONF.3/1 Provisional Agenda E & A
E/ECWA/NR/CONF.3/Add.1l Annotated Provisional Agenda E & A

E/ECWA/NR/CONF.3/2 Report of the ECWA Regional
Preparatory Meeting for the
United Nations Water Conference,
Baghdad-Iraq 11-16 Dec. 1976 E & A
E/ECWA/NR/CONF.3/3  Technical Co-operation Among
Developing Countries with regard

to WaSer Resources Development E
E/ECWA/NR/CONTF.3/4 Report on Community Water Supply

and Sanitation E
E/ECWA/NNR/CONF.3/5 Water for Agriculture E

E/ECWA/NR/CONTF.3/6 Agricultural Water Use Prepared
by Richard Palmer Jones, and Ian
Carruttiers Wye College, University

of London, U.K. B
E/ECWA/IIR/CONF.3%/7 Desalination Application in Western
Asia E

E/ECWA/NR/CONTF.3/8 The Projections of Water Demands

for ECWA Countries by the year

2000 E&A
E/ECWA/NR,/CONF.3/9 Study on Manpower Training Needs

and Problems in the Field of the

Water Resources Development in

the ECWA Region E& A
E/ECWA/NR/CONF.3/10 Assessment of Water Resources E & A
E/ESWA/NR/CONF.3/11  Preparatory Activities of WHO

Bastern Mediterranean Region for

the International Drinking Water

Supply and Sanitation Decade E & A
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Working Papers
E/ECWA/NR/CONF.3/WP.1 Action Taken by Member
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Water Conference and First
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Situation
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E/ECWA/NR/CONF.%/INF.3/Rev.]l List of Participants

E & A

E & A
E & A

E & A

E&aA

E & A
E & A

E&A
E & A




