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Letter dated 13 Decenber 1994 fromthe Chairman of
the Commttee on Conferences to the President of
the CGeneral Assenbly

As you are aware, in paragraph 6 of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 35/10 A of
3 Novenber 1980, the Assenbly decided that all proposals relating to the
schedul e of conferences and neetings nmade at sessions of the Assenbly should be
reviewed by the Conmttee on Conferences when adm nistrative inplications were
bei ng consi dered under the requirenents of rule 153 of the rules and procedure.
Accordingly, on 8 Decenmber 1994 | transmitted a letter to all menbers of the
Committee on Conferences regarding four draft resolutions requiring exceptions
to CGeneral Assenbly resolution 40/243 that have neanwhil e been adopted by the
Second Conmittee - A/C. 2/49/L.27 (superseded by draft resolution A/C 2/49/L.61);
A C. 2/49/L.30; AC 2/49/L.32 (superseded by draft resolution A/C 2/49/L.65); and
A C. 2/ 49/ L. 36 (superseded by draft resolution A/ C. 2/49/L.68).

Wth regard to the proposal contained in draft resolution A/ C 2/49/L. 27,
the Conmttee was informed that, as the headquarters of the substantive
secretariat of the United Nations Conference on Human Settlenments (Habitat 11)
is in Nairobi, the convening of the third substantive session of the Preparatory
Committee in New York woul d require an exception to the arrangenents established
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by resol ution 40/243. Such an exception was granted to the Preparatory
Committee for the United Nations Conference on Hunman Settlenments by the Cenera
Assenbly at its forty-seventh session

Regardi ng the proposal contained in draft resolution A/C. 2/49/L.30, the
Committee was inforned that, as the headquarters of the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Conmmittee for the El aboration of an International Convention to
Conbat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa, is in Geneva, the convening of a two-
week session in Nairobi would require an exception to the arrangenents
establ i shed by resolution 40/243. Such an exception was granted to the
I nt ergovernmental Negotiating Committee by the General Assenbly at its forty-
sixth and forty-seventh sessions.

As to the proposal contained in draft resolution A/C. 2/49/L.32, the
Commttee was inforned that a statenent of progranmme budget inplications had
been issued and was avail able in document A/C 2/49/L.55. As indicated in that
statenent, the headquarters of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opnment (UNCTAD) is in Ceneva, therefore the convening in New York of the
H gh-1evel Intergovernnmental Meeting on the Md-term d obal Review of the
| npl enentation of the Programme of Action for the Least Devel oped Countries for
the 1990s woul d require an exception to the arrangenents established by
resol ution 40/243. Moreover, under paragraph 6 of its resolution 40/243, the
General Assenbly reaffirmed its instruction to all its subsidiary organs,
inter alia, to conplete their reports for the foll owi ng session of the Assenbly
no |later than 1 Septenber. Under paragraph 7, the Assenbly decided that no
subsi diary organ of the CGeneral Assenbly may neet at Headquarters during a
regul ar session of the Assenbly unless explicitly authorized by the Assenbly.
The conveni ng of the High-level Intergovernnental Meeting would thus require two
further exceptions to the arrangenents established by resol ution 40/ 243.

Concerning the proposal contained in draft resolution A/ C. 49/L.36, the
Committee was informed that, as the headquarters of UNCTAD is in Geneva, the
convening in New York of the neeting of governnmental experts of island
devel opi ng countries, donor countries and devel opnment and trade-rel ated
institutions would require an exception to the arrangenents established by
resol ution 40/ 243.

In accordance with the provisions of paragraph 6 of resolution 35/10 A the
Committee on Conferences is required to advise the General Assenbly on granting
a departure fromsection |, paragraphs 4, 6 and 7, as appropriate, of Genera
Assenbly resolution 40/243. | amthus transmtting to you the Commttee's
recomrendat i ons.

The Conmttee was of the view that, as a general rule, taking into account
t he additional burden on the Organization that exceptions frequently entail,
conpliance with resolution 40/243 should be enforced. However, in view of past
practice with regard to the Intergovernnental Negotiating Comrittee and to the
Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Human Settl enents,
the Conm ttee on Conferences recomends to the General Assenbly that it should
grant an exception to section |, paragraph 4, of resolution 40/243, thereby
aut horizing the Preparatory Commttee for the United Nations Conference on Human
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Settlenments (Habitat 11) and the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Conmittee for the
El aboration of an International Convention to Conbat Desertification in those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in
Africa, to neet away fromtheir established headquarters.

However, the Commttee on Conferences recommends to the Assenbly that it
shoul d not grant an exception to section |, paragraphs 4, 6 and 7, of
resol ution 40/243 and recommends that the UNCTAD Hi gh-1evel Meeting on the M d-
term d obal Review of the Inplementation of the Programme of Action for the
Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s, be convened at the established
headquarters of UNCTAD.

Lastly, regarding draft resolution A/C 2/49/L.36, while the Conmittee was
of the view that an exception to section |, paragraph 4, of resolution 40/243
shoul d not be granted in the case of the neeting of governnental experts of
i sl and devel opi ng countries, donor countries and devel opnent and trade-rel ated
institutions, under the provisions of paragraph 7 of the revised draft
resolution (A/C. 2/49/L.68), such an exception is no |onger necessary.
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