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The meeting was called ~Q orper at 3.40 p~m.

AGENDA ITEM 17 (con~inued)

APPOINTMENTS TO FILL VACANCIES IN SUBSIDIARY ORGANS AND.OTHER APPOINTMENTS

(q) APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCES: NOTE BY THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/47/107)

The PRESIDENT: As indicated in the note by the Secretary-General

(A/47/l07), since the terms of office of Austria, Iraq, Liberia, Mexico,

Pakistan, Uganda and the United States of America expire on 31 December 1992,

'it is necessary for the President of the General Assembly, during the current

session, to appoint seven members to fill the resulting vacancies. The

members so appointed will serve for a period of three years, beginning on

1 January 1993.

After consultations with the Chairmen of the Groups of Asian States,

Latin American and Caribbean States and Western European and other States, I

have appointed the following States as members of the Committee on Conferences

with effect from 1 January 1993: Austria, Fiji, Grenada, Jordan and the

United States of America.

May I take it that the Assembly takes note of those appointments?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: Regarding the remaining two vacancies, to be filled

from the African States, I intend to hold further consultations with the

Chairman of the Group of African States. Therefore, I propose that the

Assembly keep agenda. item 17 (g) on the agenda of the forty-seventh session.

As I hear no objection, I take it that the Assembly agrees to that

procedure.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: We have thus concluded this stage of our

consideration of agenda item 17 (g).
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AGltNDA IT~M.•37;(cgntinued)
't?;:"~; ". ,"-~ ?~_'., '," .;' '.' , _ ;.".,~" •. '.' ~,~-.-'-,.~:<:I~':,'-~~' .'_ ;" _ .'".~
ST~EN'G1'aENING.OF -DE' cooaDINATXONOF I!QMAlfITARI.\NEMlSRGENCYASSISTANCEOFTJlE
UNITED NAT~ON.$ , . .

(a) REPoa'T OF THESBCR~TARY-G~NE~ (A/47/59S)

<b)D~AF+ R~S()~VTION<'A/4_7'lL.$JJ

%bit tRESlp$NT: I 'remind representat.i.ve$ t.hat, the debate on' 'thiS

item. .was c()ucJ.ude,d at;.th,~6~thplenary.t!\eetin9,.:hel'd on 20lf()vember.

I. calluj?onthe represe~tative Of t.he.Isl~icRepUbHc of Iran•.

C'
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(The Presidept)

A previously submitted draft resolution (Al47/L.22) on agenda item 37 has

been withdrawn. I thank the sponsor of that draft resolution for his

cooperation. ;':.

i now call on the representative of New Zealand, who will introduce the

draft resolution A/47/L.5l.

Mr. O'BRIEN (New Zealand): Mr. President, as Chairman, appointed by

you, of the Ad Hoc Working Group on United Nations Humanitarian Assistance, I

have the honour to introduce under this item draft resolution A/47/L.5l,

negotiated following open-ended discussions between delegations. It took

seven sessions of open-ended discussion to produce the draft resolution

A/471L.5l.

The draft resolution represents, I think, a blend and a balance of the

various factors that influence the delivery of humanitarian assistance in

today'S world. It represents, I hope, a solid forward step on the basic

decisions taken by the General Assembly last year, and provides further.
groundwork for ongoing involvement by the General Assembly in this very

important issue. ~ commend the draft resolution to the General Assembly.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a deci.sion on draft

resolution A/47/L.5l. May I take it that the Assembly decides to adopt the

draft resolution?

.Draft resolution A/47/L.51 was adopted (resolution 47/168).

The PRESIDENT: Before calling on the first speaker in explanation

of position, may I remind delegations that, in accordance with General

Assembly decision 34/401, such explanations are limited to 10 minutes and

should be made by delegations from their seats.
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Hr; MONTGOMERl·(pnited St;~tes of. Amer~pa.): The'J;'8so1ution is aimed
; .

at str~ng~ening the ~00r4ination of hum~ita.ri~ assist~ce, and a.ddres~es
" '" -,' ... ,., ' - "It

the role of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs and other important issues

relat4:l.d to the ~eliv~ry of emerge~cy llumanitadan assistance. It is an

unfortunate :reality that in the human~tarian .crises we face today one of the
>', : ",!.", .. .::. " .' •

most important concerns is the safety of personnel working for humanitarian

relief operations. The resolution add~esses that concern by stre~sing the

need for adequate p~otection of personnel involved in humanitarian.. '. .

operations. The United States !~shes to emphasize that this provision applies

to all humanitarian relief workers; it appl~es to those working for

non-governmental organizations in all contexts, as well as to United Nations

personnel. Moreove~, host nations and all parties involved in humanitarian

emergency situations have a responsibility tp respect and ensure the safety

and security of humanitarian relief personnel.

We would also like to draw attention to the request in the resolution

that adequate resources be provided to the Department of Humanitarian Affairs

to permit it to perform all of the responsibilities assigned to it in this

resolution and last year's resolution 46/182. It cannot be expected to

respond operationally to all humanitarian crises with its present level of

resources. Priorities must be established to ensure that the Department of

Humanitarian Affairs focuses first on those specific complex emergencies where

lives are immediately at risk. Some situations may require only a small

degr~e of oversight and may more properly be left to other appropriate United

Nations agencies.
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Mr. BAMMARSMOLD "(Sweden).: I have the pleasure of making this

statement on behalf of the "five Nordic countries -"Denmark, Finland, Iceland,

Norway and Sweden.

~he Assembly has just adopted without a vote draft resolution A/47/L.Sl

on strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian emergency assistance of

the United Nations.

The Nordic countries joined in adopting this resolution in the spirit of

consensus, with the understanding that the negotiation mechanism regarding

contributions to the Central Emergency Revolving Fund, as agreed upon in

resolution 46/182, is still fully valid. In this regard, we expect the

Emergency Relief Coordinator to call for a meeting of potential donor

countries accordingly, when the need for increasing the resources of the Fund

arises. Such a meeting would also provide the opportunity to discuss further

the Fund's functioning. We look forward to the Secretary-GeneralIs review of

the effectiveness and achievements of the new institutional arrangements and

his recommendations thereon, which should also include his proposals on the

improvement of the functioning of the Fund.

We welcome the Secretary-GeneralIs report, which urges that special

attention must be given to ensure the safety of all personnel involved in

humanitarian operations. We further call on host Governments and all parties

concerned to facilitate the implementation of humanitarian assistance in

accordance with resolution 46/182.

Mr. ZIARAN (Islamic Republic of Iran): Given the significance of

intarnational assistance and the availability of adequate financial resources

to the newly established Department of Humanitarian Affairs, the main thrust

of the resolution is the call for a prompt response to United Nations
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hwU.nitll~~~.,f;»JI>.r~~folllS," ••cWell •• ~.,'.~Ilcr.alle in,', the.· r,"'lIo~r~ell' ()fthe

, " -. .

RevoJvin9 ,·~cl,,lll.'Qrde,1,"to .ll~viat' tbesuffering .of .~ev.lctlms,~fdisOtlte,l.'s
....... -'.~ '. ... -, .> . ,,',' . . - - ' ••

. '

and other ..rgeDclelS. The te~t 0180 ;pays d",.a~teDtlo~,~o ~e' Deed for an

in-depth,atud!', .of ,.tbefit,ffectiveness o,fthe. Dew iDstitutioDa~ arrugemEpDts iD

order to ~~cilitate~e tlubs.t~tivediscussioDexpected at the.J1ezt sessioDof

the GeD~~o~, Aase~ly.
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(Mr. Ziaran. Islomic
Republic of Iron)

As vas earlier :noted 'by Mr. 0 'aden,' the oHginal 'text 'was 'subject to

inteJ'illlive neqotiations. The Group of.,7 is pleased that we have f been

successful in tea~hiDg a consensus OD this text.'"

During the entire coursecf negotiations, our Group has tried to

accommodate issues of interest to various negotiating parties, including a

reference to the need for adequate protection of personnel involved in

humanitarian operations, in accordance with the l:elevant norms and principles

of international law and within thB context of General Assembly resolution

47/120.

We hope that our flexibility and accommodation will find a rapid response

in the resolution's call on the donor countries to increase their

contributions to the emergency revolving fund.

The PRESIDENT: May I take it that it is the wish of the General

Assembly to conclude~s consideration of agenda item 371

It was so decided.

AGENDA ITEM 150

INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE REHABILITATION OF NICARAGUA: AnERMATH OF
THE WAR AND NATURAL DISASTERS: DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/47/L.40/Rev.2)

The PRESIDENT: I should like to announce that Djibouti and Samoa

have become sponsors of draft resolution A/47/L.40/Rev.2.

I.now call upon the represe~tative of Nicaragua to introduce the draft

resolution.

Mr. MAYORGA CORTES (Nicaragua) (inte~pretation ~rom Spanish): In

her statement to the General Assembly on 21 September, the President of

Nicaragua, Viol~ta Barrios de Chamorro, spoke of the
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(Mr. MaYorga Cortes, Nicaragua)

'; ·'.~.~rCJellt '!leed fOJ:' $pecial an4total 'c:ooperatlonfrom the~ United

NatioDs 'system in the~~ocial and economic ~~coDstru~tion of NicaragUa~••

(A/41/PV.4, p. 5~)

She added that:

"Once peace audeconomic stability reign, we must tackle tho aftermath of
"

the war and the root causes of' that war, the problems of unemployment and

also the freincorporation of displaced and repatriatedpersolls lntc) the

social and ecoDomic life of the country. We ask for the international

'community's support for this United Nations programme, particularly

because our situation has been made worse this year by terrible natural

disasters such as.the eruption of the Cerro Negron volcano and the recent

tsunami". (ibid~)

Our President then said that:

liThe chances for reinforcing stability and reconciliation and

economic growth in our country are better than they were when I began my

to~ of office. For the first time, we are the major players in

~hampioniTi~ our freedom and bringing about our changes through dedicating

ourselves to the task of national reconstruction, the common cause of the

Nicaraguan nation". (ibid.)

The explanatory memorandum that accompanied the letter addressed to the

Secretary-General concerning our request ~hat this item be included in the

agenda of the Assembly (A/41/248) was based on the address by President

Chamorro. The memorandum accurately describes both the origin of our request

and the purposes u~derlying our action now. Nicaragua, a country that in the

1980s ~as involved in one of tne most prolonqad and painful conflicts of the

cold war, is nowadays coming up against serious obstacles in returning to
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(Mr. "§fOrga certisc Nicaragua)

normality,~espite~etremendou~effort~we~ave ~eeD:making in the areas of

democratization~dintor~al recon~ili~tio~, ~e economy and in reducing

milit&ry expenditure and troop numbers.

Mr. President, you may be sure that it is not our intention to become

chronic recipients o~ high levels of international cooperation. We have

sufficient internal conviction and capacity for action to acknowledge and

accept our own res~onsibilities. However, the additional burden we have to

bear at the ~~es9~t time is not an easy one, and we therefore feel obliged to

appeal to the international community to support our efforts to consolidate

our nascent democracy in Nicaragua.

We believe that ·the Organization should take timely and imaginative

action in cases such as that of Nicaragua in which countries are making the

transition from a grave situation that thre~tened international peace and

security - and attracted the attention of the whole world du~ing the past

decade - to another, promising situation which is promoting reconciliation,

democracy and development but whi~h, by its very nGture, presupposes a gradual

process of change. This means that it does not lend itself to magic or

instant solutions, or to improvisations. ~his is O@ !n our country because to

the requirements of a major political transition and of progress towards a

social market economy we have to add the effects of the war ~d the recurrent

natur&l disasters that have stood in the way of our efforts. Our task now is

to foster sustained development8nd growth on the ~asis of the levels of

economic and financial stability that we have already achieved.

War and natu~al disasters combined with the uncertainties inherent ia the

transition period have affected our small country to such an eztent that their

cumulative effects are serJ.ously jeopardizinq our efforts to achieve the
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(Mr. MftYOrga Cortes, Nicaragua)

political, social· and economic stability ~e need to'fulfill our commitment tQ

democracy, the rule of law and to bulldinq a society Of free individuals and

solid institutions.

We recocptize the importance of what .is happening noy in other coUntries

that are attracting the attention of the United Nations. But at the serne

time, we appeal most strongly to the Organization and to the international

community not to forget Nicaragua, and to qontinue to cooperate with our

efforts to consolidate peace for once and for all. The lack of increasing and

timely internation~l cooperation could jeopardize the economic and social

programme that Nicaragua has successfully initiated and, at considerable

economic, social and political cost, also affect the process of internal

democratization itself. We cannot disguise our feeling o~ urgency about this,

and we therefore beg international understanding.

For all these reasons, we have been encouraged by the unofficial visit to

Nicaragua last week by the Secretary-General of the Organization on his way

back from the historic meeting he attended in El Salvador. That meeting made

possible an exchange of views at the highest political level on the future of

United Nations cooperation with our country. We are grateful to the

Secretary-General for this gesture because not only does it reflect his

interest in our problems, but it also reflects his convictions and the energy

and vision that mark all his actions.
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(Mr. Mayorga cQrtes, Nicaragua)

The draft resQ1utiQn'that I have the,hQriQur'tQ intrQduce Qn behalf Qf the

. spQn~Qrs rQcogni~es the need tQ ad~ress the aftermath Qf the war and natural

disasters in Nicaragua; and fQr this purpQse requests the support of the

international community and in particular of the United Nations system.

It requests the Secretary-General tQ prQvide all necessary assistance to

activi~ies fQr the rehabilitation; reconstruction and developm~nt Qf Nicaragua

and tQ continue to ensure the timely, comprehensive and effect~~e fQrmulatiQn

and cOQrdinatiQn of prQgrammes of the United Nations system in.~icaragua,

given the impQrtance Qf thQse activities for the consolidatiQn of peace.

It alsQ raises the possibility Qf actiQn by the Secretary-General to

support the.cQnsolidation of peace by addressing some aspects Qf particular

importance, such as care for war victims, mine clearance, land,9wnership and

land tenure in areas affected by the war and, in general, support for the

process Qf economic recQvery and development that we have begun, in Qrder tQ

render irreversible the peace and democracy already achieved.

Lastly, it requests that the item ~e considered at the fQrty-eighth

session and calls fQr a repQrt by the Secretary-General on the implementatiQn

Qf this resolution.

We ask the General Assembly to adopt the draft resolution by consensus.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a decisiQn on draft

resolutiQn A/47/L.40/~ev.2.

May I take it that the Assembly decides to adopt the draft resolution?

Draft resQlution A/47/L.40/Rev.2 was adQpted (resolutiQn 47/169.

The PRESIDENT: May I take it that it is the wish of the General

Assembly to conclude its consideration of agenda item 150?

It was SQ decided.
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AGENDA ITEMS 12 (continued). 78. 79 (continue9) TO 83 AND 89

REPORT O~ THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL: REPORT OF ~Hg SECOND COMMITTEE
(PART 11) (A/47/717/Add.1)

DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION

(i) REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (PARTS I AND 11) (A/47/718 and Add.1)

(ii) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMi~EE (A/47/810)

(a) TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

(i) REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (PART Ill) (A/47/718/Add.2)

(ii) REPORT OF TSE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/47/802)

REPORT OF THE'UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

(a) REPORT OF'THE SECOND COMMITTEE (A/47/719)

(b) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/47/811. A/47/814)

PROTECTION OF GLOBAL CLIMATE FOR PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS OF MANKIND

(a) REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (A/47/720)

(b) DRAFT RESOLUTZON (A/47/L.49)

(c) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/47/815)

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR THE ERADICATION OF POVERTY IN DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES: ~EPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (A/47/721)

EXTERNAL DEBT CRISIS AND DEVELOPMENT: REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE
(A/471722)

OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT: REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE
(A/471723)

TRAINING AND RESEARCH

(a) REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (A/47/729)

(b) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE

The PRESIDENT: I request the Rapporteur of the Second Committee to

introduce the reports of the Second Committee in one intervention.
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Mt,'BALZAB (Malta),' Rapporteur of thQ Sec::ond Committee: I have the

honour to present therQpbrt (Al47/711IAdd.l) of the Second Co~ittee un~er

item 12 of the agenda, "Report {If the Rconomic and Social Council".

In paragraphs 52 and 53, respectively, the Second Committee recommends to

the General Assembly the adoption of eight draft resolutions and three draft

decisions.

Draft resolution I, "Assistance to the Palestinian people",· was adopted

by a recorded vote of 107 to 2, with 2 abstentions. May 'I point'out that

Bolivia should have been listed in footnote 1 as having indicated that had it

been present it would have voted in favour'of this draft resolution.

Draft resolution Ill, "Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli

settlements on the Palestinian people in the Palestinian territory, including

Jerusalem, occupied since 1967, and on the Arab population of the Syrian

Go1ano" was also adopted by a recorded vote, the result being 101 to 3, with 5

abstentions.

The following draft resolutions and decisions were adopted by the

Committee without a vote: draft resolution 11, "Privatization in the context

~f economic restrucebring, economic growth and sustainable development"; draft

resolution IV, "Implications of the application of the new criteria for

identifying the least developed countries in the implementation of the

Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s"; draft

resolution V, "Summit on the Economic Advancement of Rural Women"; draft

resolution VI, "Impact of the recent evolution of the economies in transition

on the growth of tne world economy, in particular on the economic growth and

development of the developing co'untries, as well as on internationa1 economic

cooperation"; draft resolution VII, "International Conference on Population
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(Mr. Balzan. RAePQrteur,
SecQnd CQmmittee)

and Dey~lQpme~t"; ana draft resQlution VIII" "SecQnd Industrial DevelQpment

Decade fQr Africa., 1991-2000".

DraftdecisiQns 1,- 11 and III are entitled, respectively:

"Implementation of section 11 of the annex to General Assembly resolutiQn

32/197 on the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United

Nations system"; "Documents relating to the report Qf the Economic and Social

Council"; and "Biennial programme of work for the Second Committee for

1993-1994".

I have the privilege to present the report (A/47I7l8/Add.l) of the Second

Committee Qn agenda item 78, "Development and international economic

cooperatiQn", in particular on action taken on questions nQt related to a

specific sub-item.

In paragraph 26 of the report the Second Committee recon'mends tQ the

General Assembly the adoption of the following four draft resolutions, which

were adopted by the Committee without a vote: draft resQlution I, "Net

transfer of resources between developing countries and developed countries";

draft resolution 11, "Assistance to Yemen"; ,draft resolution Ill, "UnitOd

Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 11)"; and draft

resolution IV, "An agenda for development" •
•

In paragraph 27 of the report the Committee recommends to the General

Assembly the adoptiQn of the following three draft decisions, whi~h were

. adopted by the Committee without a vote: draft decision I, "International

conference on money and finance for development"; draft decision 11,

"Large-scale pelagic drift-net fIshing and its impact on the living marine

resources of the world's oceans and seas"; and draft decision Ill, "Documents

relating to development and international economic cooperatiQn".
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(Mr. Balzan, RAPporteur,
Second Committee)'

I am p;1.eased t~ pr,e$ent 'the'repQrt {A:147/718/Add .. :tl of the Sec:onC!:

Committee under item 78 (a) of: the agenda, "Trade anddevelopment-',,' In

paragraph 42 of the rep9r,t the Second Committee recommends to the Assembly the

adoption of six draft resolutions~ and in paragraph 43 it recommends the

adoption of one ~raft decision.

.' 1-

"
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(Mr, BaIzan, RQPporteur,
Second Committee)

The draft resolutions that were adopted wl~out a vote are as follows:

draft resolutionl,."lnternational code of conduct on the transfer of

technology"; draft resolution 11 "Eighth session of the United Nations

Conf~rence on Trade and Development"; draft resolution Ill, "Strengthex-.ing

international organizations in the area of multilateral trade"; draft

resolution IV, "Conunodities"; draft resolution V, "Specific measures in favour

of island developing countries"; and draft resolution VI, "Integration of the

economies in transition into the world economy",

The draft decision entitled "Progranunes of the United Nations Conference

on Trade and Development for the Palestinian People" was adopted by a recorded

vote of 133 to 2, with 2 abstentions,

I wish to present also the report of the Second Committee contained in

document A/4.7/719, under agenda item 79, entitled "Report of the United

Nations Conference on Environment and Development", In paragraph 35 of the

~eport the Second Committee reconunends to the General Assembly the adoption of

seven draft resolutions, All seven of these draft resolutions were adopted by

the Second Committee without a vote,

Draft resolution I is entitled "Establishment of an intergovernmental
I

negotiating committee for the elaboration of an international convention to

combat desertification in those countries experiencing serious drought and/or

desertification, particularly in Africa",

I)raft resolution 11 is entitled "Convening of a global conference on the

sustainable development of small island developing States", May I point out

that the words "as well as representatives of relevant regional and

subregional organizations" were inadvertently omitted at the end of

paragraph 7 of draft resolution 11.
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Draft resolution III is entit~ed "Report of the United Nations Conference

OD Environment and Development".

Draft resolution IV is entitled ":Jnstitutional arrangements to follow up

the United Nations CODferen~e on Environment and Development". It is

important to point out that the wo~ds "in Gene'"a and/or New York" ware

inadvertently omitted at the end of parag~aph 9 of draft resolution IV, and I

wish to state for the record that the agreement reached on paragraph 9 of this

draft resolution is on the understanding that the issue coordinator will

continue to conduct informal consultations on the venue of the future sessions

of the Commission on Sustainable Development in order to decide on the venue

of future sessions of the Commission at the resumed forty-seventh session of

the United Nations General Assembly.

Draft resolution V is entitled "Conference on straddling and highly

migratory fish stocks". Draft resolution VI is entitled "Observance of World

Day for Water"; and draft resolution VII, "Capacity-building for Agenda 21".

It is indeed an honour for me to present the report of the Second

Committee contained in document A/47/720, under agenda item 80, entitled

"Protection of global climate for present and future generations of mankind".

In the light of draft resolution A/47/L.49, "Protection of global climate for

present and future generations of mankind", which is now before the General

Assembly for action, this report contains no recommendations for adoption by

the General Assembly.

May I now present the report of the Second Committee contained in

document A/47/721, under agenda item 81, entitled "International cooperation

for the eradication of poverty in developing countries". In paragraph 17 of

that report, the Second Committee recommends to the General Assembly the
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adoption of draft resolution I, "Observance of an international day for the

eradication of poverty", and draft resolution 11, "International cooperation

for the eradication of poverty in developing countries", both of which were

adopted by the Committee 'without a vote.

Permit me now to present the report of the Second Committee contained in

document A/47/722, under agenda item 82', entitled "External debt crisis and

development". I should first like to draw the Assembly's attention to the

following corrections to be made to this document. Following paragraph 10 a

new paragraph should be inserted, which will read:

"After the adoption of the draft resolution, statements were made by

the representatives of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland (on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are

members of the European Community), Pakistan (on behalf of the States
I

Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77) and

China (see A/C.2/47/SR.51)."

In paragraph 12 of the report, the Second Committee recommends to the

General Assembly the adoption of a draft resolution entitled "International

debt crisis and development: enhanced international cooperation towards a

durable solution to the external debt problems of developing countries". The

Committee adopted this draft resolution by a recorded vote of 109 to 1.

It is my pleasure now to present the report of the Second Committee

contained in document A/471723, under agenda item 83, entitled "Operational

activities for development". In paragraph 17 of the report, the Second

Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of a draft

resolution entitled "Triennial policy review of the operational activities for

the United Nations development system"; and two draft decisions, one entitled
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"ImplementatioD.,of"General Assembly rEt,olut.ion 45/217,ontheWorld SWQm,it for'

Children" and the other entitled "Report of the Administrat(>r of the United. .

Nations Development Programme on the activities of the U~i~ed Natio~B

Development Fund for Women". These draft proposals were adopted by the Second

Committee withQut a vote.

In conclusion, I have the honour to present the report of the Second,

Committee contained in do~ument A/47/729, under agenda item 89, "Training and

research: (a) United Nations Institute for .Training and Research and

(b) United Nations University". In paragraph 21 of the report, the Second

Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of draft

resolution I, "United Nations University" and draft resolution Ill' "United

Nations Institute for Training and Research". These draft resolutions were

adopted by the Second Committee without a vote.

I should like to point out, however, that consideration of the draft

resolution on the United Nations Institute for Training and Research must be

postponed until the resumed meetings of the forty-seventh session of the

General Assembly because the report of the Fifth Committee is not available.

The PRESIDENT: If there is no proposal under rule 66 of the rules

of procedure, I shall take it that the General Assembly decides not to discuss

the reports of the Second Committee which are before it tod&y.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: Statements will therefore be limited to explanations

of vote.

The positions of delegations regarding the various recommendations of the

Second Committee have been made clear in the Committee and are reflected in

the relevant official records.
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May <I.remln4.membfn.'.s.t:hat, under l?aragraph 7 of ;decision 34/401,.\ the
','

Genera~ ~S~~mblY~9reed that

"When. the same .draftresolutiQn isconsiClere4 in a MainCoJ1lmittee
.. ..

anCi in. plenary meetinqi..atiel.egatiOJ1 sh~uld,as: far as possible, .e%plain
. . . I· ..

its, vote o:p.ly once ..; i.e. ,. eit:.h~r:inthe Colllinittee or in plenary meeting

unless ~at delegation's vote in.plenary meeting is different from its

vote in the CQnunittee." (decision 34/4Ql, para. 7)
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M~y I remind delegations that, also in accordanc~withGeneralAssembly

decision 34/401, explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and should be

made by delegations from their seats.

Before we begin to take action on the recommendations contain&d in the

reports of the Second Committee, I should like to advise representat~ves that,

unless ~elegations have already'notified the Secretariat otherwise, we shall

take decisions in the same manner as in the Second Committee.

This means that where recorded votes were taken, we will do the same.

I should also hope that we may proceed to adopt without a vote those

recommendations that were adopted without a vote in the Second Committee.

I now invite the attention of the Assembly to part 11 (A/47/7l7/Add.l) of

the report of the Second Committee on agenda item 12, which concerns the

report ,of the Economic and Social Council.

May I remind representatives that the Assembly considered part I of the

report at the 76th plenary meeting, on 1 December.

Ms. Yang Yanyi (China) (interpretation from Chinese): Before we

adopt part 11 of the report of the Second Committee under agenda item 12, the

Chinese delegation would like to make a correction to paragraph 31 of. document

A/47/7l7/Add.l, where China was incorrectly included as one of the sponsors of

draft resolution A/C.2/47/L.40. We hope that the Secretariat will make the

necessary correction, deleting China from the list of sponsors.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has before it eight draft resolutions

contained in paragraph 52 of part IX (A/47/7l7/Add.l) of the report of the

Second Committee and three draft decisions contained in paragraph 53 of that

document.
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I shall put the recommpndatiQns of the Second Committee to the Assembly

one by one. After all the decisions have been taken, representatives ~ill

again have the opportunity to explain their votes.

The Assembly will first take a decision on the eight draft resolutions

recommended by the Second Committee in paragraph 52 of pa~t 11 of its report.

Draft resolution I is entitled "Assistance to the Palestinian people".

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

.In favour:

Against:

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia,
Comoros, Costa Rica, Cote d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea,
Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Germany,
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan,
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama,
Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova,
Romania, Russian Federation,. Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Israel, United States of America
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Abstaining: Marshall I~lan~s, ~ucro.nesia (Federated States of), Samoa

Draft res~lution I was adQpted~y 15~ votes to 2. with~stentions .

(rosolution 47/170).*

The PRESIDENT: Draft re: )lution II is entitled "Privatization in

the context of economic restructurinq, economic qrowt~ and sustainable

development".

The Second Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote.

May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution 11 was adopted (resolution 47/171).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution III is entitled "Economic and

social repercussions of the Israeli settlements on the Palestinian people in

the Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, occupied since 1967, and on

the Arab population of the Syrian Golan".

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Be1arus, Belgium, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia,
Comoros, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti,
Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland,
France, Gabon, Gambia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Kyrqyzstan, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Lie~htenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourq, Madagasci'lr, Malawi,

* Subsequently the delegations of Congo and El Salvador advised the

Secretariat that they had intended to vote in favour.
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'Malaysia, Maldives,Mali,Malta, Mau.ritania, Mau,ritius,
Mexi,co, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia,
Nepal, Nethex:lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway,
Oman, PakiStan, Pauama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Phi,:lippines, Poland, Portugal, Oatar, Republic of Korea,
Republic of Moldova, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and .the Grenadines .. Sao Tome and Pr~ncipe, 'Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia.. Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United Republic' of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Venezuela,
VietNam, Yemen, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: Israel, Micronesia (Federated States of), United States of
America

Abstaining: Croatia, Marshall Islands, Russian Federation, Samoa, Uruguay

Draft resolution III was adopted ~ 150 votes to 3, with 5 abstentions

(resolution 47/172).*

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IV is entitled "Implications of the

application of the new criteria for identifying the least developed countries

in the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Lea~t Developed

Countries for the 1990s".

The Second Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote.

Mal" I consider that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution IV was adopted (resolution 47/173).

* Subsequently the delegations of Argentina and El Salvador advised

the Secretariat that they had intended to vote in favour.
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The PRESIDENt: Draft resolution V is entitled "Summit on the

Economic Advancement of Rural Women".

Draft resolution V.was adopted by the Second Committee without a vote.

May I consider that the General Assembly wishes to adopt the draft resolution?

Draft resolutiQn Y was adopted (resolution 47/174).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution VI is entitled "Impact of the

recent evolution of the eCQnomies in transition on the qrowth of the wQrld

econQmy, in particular Qn the economic qrQwth and development Qf the

developinq cQuntries, as well as on internatiQnal economic cooperation".

The SecQnd CQmmittee adopted draft resolution VI withQut a vote. May I

consider that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resQlutiQn VI was adQpted (resolutiQn 47/175).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resQlutiQn VII is entitled "InternatiQnal

CQnference on Population and Development".

Draft resolution VII was adQpted by the Second Committee without a VQte.

May I consider that the Assembly wishes to adQpt the draft resolution?

Draft resQlutiQn VII was adopted (resQlution 47/176).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution VIII is entitled "Second Industrial

Development Decade for Africa, 1991-2000".

Draft resQlution VIII was adopted by the SecQnd CQmmittee withQut a

vQte. May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to adQpt the draft

resolutiQn?

Draft resolutiQn VIII was adQpted (resolutiQn 47/177).
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The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now turn to· th~ three draft

decisions recommended by the Second Committee in paragraph 53 of part Ii of

its report (A/47/717/Add.1)~

Draft decision I is entitled "Implementation of section II of the annex

to General Assembly resolution 32/197 on the restructuring of the economic and

social sectors of the United Nations sl'stem".

The Second Committee recommends the ad~ption of draft decision I. May I

take it that the General Assembly wishes to adopt it?

Draft decision I was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: Draft decision II is entitled "Documents relating to

the report of the Economic and Social Council".

The Second Committee recommends the adoption of ~raft decision II. May I

take it that the General Assembly wishes to adopt it?

Draft decision II was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: Finally, draft decisi{'n III is entitled "Biennial

programme of work for the Second Committee for 1993-1994".

The Second Committee recommends the adoption of draft decision Ill. May

I take it that the General Assembly wishes to adopt it?

Draft decision III was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: I shall call now on representatives wishing to speak

in explanation of vote or position.
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,Mr. PIRIZ ':BALLON' (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spanish): I wish to

explain my delegationis vote on the draft resolution, just adopted, entitled

"Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli settlements on the

Palestinian people irithe Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, occupied

since 1967, and on the Arab population of the Syrian Golan".

My delegation wants to reaffirm the cOhviction of the Government of

Uruguay that the settlements in the Palestinian territory, including

Jerusalem, and in the other Arab territories occupied since 1967 ate illegal

and an obstacle to peace. Furthermore, there is no doubt that their economic

and social repercussions have had and continue to have a highly negative

impact on the Palestinian people.

But my delegation abstained in the voting on that draft resolution

because we feel it should have acknowledged the political signal given by

Israel in. its decision to freeze new settlements and should have urged Israel

to make further progress in that direction.

Moreover, it is in the framework of the peace process now under way that

it will be possible to reach a final solution to the entire problem of the

Middle East. We therefore believe that all resolutions adopted by the United

Nations must use language that will help persuade all the parties that the

only chance fo.r a firm and lasting peace lies in political will and good faith

around the negotiating table.

Mr. MONTGOMERY (United States of America): My delegation was

pleased to coordinate the work, carried out along with other colleagues, on

the draft resolution just adopted by the General Assembly entitled

"Privatization in the context of economic restructuring, economic growth and

sustainable development".
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At this, its,fo~ty-seve~thsess~on, the General As~e~iy ha~.addressed a

broad array of issues never more rel~vant than they,are today in an era less.

conditioned by war and peace and more focused on peace and prosperity.

Prosperity is essential for world peace, and depends on a growth-oriented

international economic order, an order in which the priva~e sector serves as

the engine for the expansion of developing and emerging economies.

These familiar truths are more compelling each d~y as we learn that "

throughout the world thousands of State-owned enterprises are transforming,.

themselves into private companies. Their ultimate aim is to transfer

ownership to workers, managers and the general public.

The General Assembly forged a global consensus on this important

phenomenon. The result is the resolution we have just adopted. Among other

things, the text welcomes and encourages activities supportive of national

policies aimed at increasing economic efficiency, growth and sustainable

development, all through privatization, demonopolization, administrative

deregulation of economic activities, and other relevant policies.

We know that the more a nation relies on the private sector and on free

markets the higher its rate of growth; that the more open a country is to

trade the higher its rate of growth; and that the better a country's economic

and investment climate the higher its rate of growth.

This privatization initiative draws on President Bush's address to the

General Assembly at its forty-seventh session, in which he called on the
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~nt~);'l'lational qommunl~y to· foster and sUJ?port tlie free-market reforms
nec:essa);'y to bu.ild. growing economies and vibrant. dem'ocraciesin the' developing
world and in th~ne.., democ..:-aticStates·, and to build >tJ].ese new econoriti.es'· by
promoting the private sector.

And what of the status of these onqoin9 reforms? First, small businesses
are being encouraged. That is where last year's consensUs General Asse~ly
resolution on 9ntrepreneurship made a contribution: by encouraging the

development of entrepreneurship in all countries and directing the United
Nations system continually to improve its activities for promoting the private
sector.
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Secondly, large State enterprises are being restr~ctured·.and; wherever

possible, priva.tized. That is where today's privatization initiative seeks to

make a, contribution. Ultimately, this pattern will build economic

partnerships among our private sectors, will open up their productive

potential leading to growth and development, and will lead to prosperity at

home and abroad.

Our adoption of this text today, furthermore, demonstrates the growing

responsiveness and relevance of the General Assembly to increasing the

international economy'.s rate of growth through structural reform aimed at the

creation of a viable private sector. My delegation wishes to thank all the

sponsors and others for their collaboration on this threshold resolution, and

we look forward to future opportunities t3 build ~n today's consensus.

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with General Assembly resolutions

3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974, and 43/177 of 15 December 1988, I now call on

the Observer of Palestine.

Mr. SHREIM (Palestine) (interpretation from Arabic): I should like

to thank all the delegations that voted in favour of the draft resolutions

related to Palestine. I should also like to draw the attention of members and

of the international community to the deterioration of the situation of the

Palestinian people, particularly in the occupied Gaza Strip, as a result of

the Israeli forces' sealing of Gaza and their imposition of a curfew in all

the occupied Palestinian territories as of 9 December.

These actions have led to a shortage of food and medical supplies, as

noted by the United Nations Reliet and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in

the Near East (UNRWA) in its statement of 21 December. in which it requested

the Israeli authorities to ;rovide the large number of Palestinians in the

Gaza Strip with emergency food supplies.

.__._---------------
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tJNRWA has estimated a loss equivalE!nt to millions of dollars' as a result

-
of these actions. :It has also noted that, as result of the Israeli

Government's position, it has been unable'to provide any services to the

P~lestinianpeople, despite the request made to the Israeli Government, to

which it gave a negative response. We ask the international community to put

pressure on the Israeli Government to lift the curfew, which is a collective

punishment of the Palestinian people, and to allow international organizations

and the various United Nati~ns agencies to extend ser~ices to the

I
Palestinians. The prompt implementation of the resclutions of the General

Assembly and other United Nations bodies is of the highest priority.

The PRESIDENT: May I take it that is the wish of the General

Assembly to conclude its consideration of the report of the Economic and

Social Council allocated to the Second Committee?

It was so decided.

The ~REStDENT: We now turn to parts I and 11 of the report of the

Second Committee (A/47/718 and Add.l) on agenda item 78, entitled "Development

and international economic co-operation".

We shall first consider part I (A/47I7l8) of the report of :',;e Second

Commit.tee. May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to take I\ote of

part I of the report?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: We now turn to part 11 (A/47/7l8/Add.l) of the

report of the Second Committee.

The Assembly will now take action on the four draft resolutions

recommended by the Second Committee in paragraph 26 of part 11 of its report

and on the three draft decisione recommended by the Second Committee in

paragraph 27 of the same document.
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The Assem1)ly willtu~p. ,fi~st to; the four draft resolutions.'

!)raft reso:Lution I,,'which,h entitled "N,ettransfer o'f;resources between
,

developinq co~t:ries and de"eloped. countries", was adopted by the, Second

Committee without a vote. May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to

do the same?

Draft resolution I ,was adQpt'ed (resolution 47/178,)".

~he PRESIDENT: Draft resolution Il is entitled "Assistance to

Yemen". The Second Committee adopted draft resolution 11 without a vote. May

I take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution 11 was adopted (resolution 47/179).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution III is entitled "United Nations

Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat Il)". The report of the Fifth

Committee on the programme budget implications of the draft resolution is

contained in document 1../47/810.

The Second Committee adopted draft resolution III without a vote. May I

take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution III was adopted (resolution 47/180).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IV is entitled "An agenda for

development". The Second Committee adopted that draft resolution without a

vote. May I consider that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution IV was adopted (resolution 47/181).

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take action on the three draft

decisions contained in paragraph 27 of document A/47/718/Add.1.
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J)ra~t; deC:i.s~oli :r 'is enfitled "Inte~l),atiOn.l'con~erenceoifmoney and'

finall~E;lfor4eV8.lopment".' ,TheSe:condCol'!llltittee recommended that the General, ,.
Af:'Isemb~yadopt the dr~ft decision. May I. take it that the Assel1lblywishes t,oI

'do so?

Pra2t decision I was adQpted.

The PRESIDENT: Draft decision II' is entitled "Larg8.-scale pelagic

drift-net fishing andlts impact on the living marine re'sources of the world's

oceans, and seas". The Second Committee adopted draft; decisionII without a

vote. May I take it that t',le Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft decision 11 waS adopted.
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The PRESIDENT: Draft,decision III is entitle.d "Documents relating

to development ~d.int~~nat.ional econornicrcoop~tat:ionn.

The Second Committee recommends to~ the Assernbl~t 'the adoption of draft

decision Ill. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to adopt it?

Draft decision III was adopted•

•'.rhe PRESIDENT: We turn now to part III (A/471718/Add.2) of the

report of the' Second Committee, on sub-item (a) of agenda item 78, "Trade and

development".

The Assembly will take decisions on the, six draft resolutions recommended

by the Second Committee in paragraph 42 of part III of its report and on the

draft decision recommended by the Second Committee in paragraph 43 of the same

document.

The Assembly will turn first to the six draft resolutions contained in

paragraph 42 of part III of the report of the Second Committee.

Draft resolution I is entitled "International code of conduct on the

transfer of technology".

Draft resolution I was adopted by the Second Committee without a vote.

May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution I was adopted (resolution 47/182).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution Il, entitled "Eighth session of the

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development", was adopted by the Second

Committee without a vote. The report of the ~ifth Committee on the programme

budget implications of the draft resolution is contained in document A/47/802.

May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to adopt draft

resolution II?

Draft resolution 11 was adopted (resolution 47/183).
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The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution Ill, entitle.Q"~t;rengthening

int!!rnational organization~ in·,the~rea of multilateral trade", ,was adopted by

the Second Comm~ttee ~ith~uta vote. May X take. it that the General Assembly

wishes to do likewi.se?

Draft resolution III was adopted (resoluti()n 47/.184) •

•The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IV, entitled "Commodities", was

adopted by the Second Committee without a vote. May I take it that the

General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution IV was adopted (resolution 47/185).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution V is entitled "Specific measures in

favour, of island aeveloping countries".

The Second Committee adopted draft resolution V without a vote. May I

take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution V was adopted (resolution 47/186).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution VI is entitled "Integration of the

economies in transition into the world economy".

Draft resolution VI was adopted by the Seconi Committee without a vote.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution VI was adopted (resolution 47/187).

The PRESIDENT: We shall now turn to the draft decision recommended

by the Second Committee in earagraph 43 of part III of its report

(A/471718/Add.2). The draft decision is entitled "Programmes of the United

Nations Conference on Trade and Development for the Palestinian people".

A recorded vote has b~en requested.
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A recQr~ed vQ~e was taken.

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, AngQla, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina,. Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, BarbadQs, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, BQlivia, BQsnia and HerzegQvina, BQtswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina FasQ, Burundi,
Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Chile, China, CQlQmbia,
CQmQros, CQngQ, CQsta Rica, Cote d'IvQire, Croatia, Cuba,
Cyprus, CzechQslQvakia, DemQcratic PeQple's Republic Qf
KQrea, Denmark, DjibQuti, DQminica, DQminican Republic,
EcuadQr, Egypt, EstQnia, EthiQpia, Fiji, Finland, France,
GabQn, Gambia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, HQnduras, Hungary, Iceland,
India, IndQnesia, Iran (Islamic Republic Qf), Iraq, Ireland,
Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Kyrgyzstan, LaQ PeQple's DemQcratic Republic, Latvia,
LebanQn, LesothQ, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, LuxembQurg, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius,
MexicQ, MQngQlia, MQrQccQ, MQzambique, Myanmar, Namibia,
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
NQrway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, PQland, PQrtugal, Qatar, Republic Qf
KQrea, Republic Qf MQldQva, RQmania, Russian FederatiQn,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines, SamQa, SaQ TQme and Principe, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra LeQne, SingapQre, Slovenia, Spain,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, TQgQ, Trinidad and TobagQ,
Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab
Emirates, United KingdQm of Great Britain and Norther~
Ireland, United Republic Qf Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: Israel, United States Qf America

Abstaining: Marshall Islands, MicrQnesia (Federated States Qf)

The draft decisiQn was adQpted by 159 VQtes tQ 2, with 2 abstentiQns.

The PRESIDENT: I shall nQW call on thQse representatives who wish

tQ make statements in explanatiQn Qf pQsitiQn.

Mr. BARNETT (United Kingdom): The European Community and its member

States have jQined the CQnsensus Qn the resQlutiQn entitled "Specific measures

in favQur of island develQping cQuntries", which has just been adopted. As we
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~aid"in connection ,with a similar resolution two years ago, 'the European

Community and its ",ember States do not recognize islanadeveloping countries

asa separate", and officialcateC1ory~ although we pay due attention to t:he

speci~ic needs and problems of these countries. I should like to, recall in

this rega~d,that the European Community, through successive Lome Conventions,

and its member States~through their, national development cooperation'

prog~ammes, have established and implemented, on the basis of the specific

object~ves and priorities of the various island developing countries, a series

of programmes containing measures and provisions designed to respond to the

economic.situations,and the specific needs of each of 1:hese countries.

Ms. TQMKINSON: Australia is of the view that there are specific

development constraints on island developing countries, which are in addition

to those faced by other developing countries. For this reason, we believe it

is important to highlight that there are distinctions, and this is the

principal purpose of resol~tion V. In this context, the sustainability of

development for island States is a particularly crucial issue.

Mr. LOHIA (Papua New Guinea): My delegation takes full note of the

reservations expressed by the representative of the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland, on behalf of the European Community.

The Europeans and others have gone, of their own will, to visit the

islands of the world - in the Indian Ocean, the Pacific, the Caribbean, the

Mediterranean and elsewher~. It was their own c~oice. The ancestral

inhabitants of the islands accepted them in many different ways, and we have

all become friends. I am glad to say that the world sees that we maintain

good relations with the countries from which men came in those early days to
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visit ~$ ~~dneWgenerations~hich ar~ cominqnow. We.hope that the European

Communi.ty revisits our islands.in a more realistic way'andqives them the

necessary support, without reservations, beca~se islands are unique in many

differen.t. "ays, as are the l,and-locked countries. Of course, we know that

only, Jesus.. Christ can walk across the sea, but people cannot~ We must have

communication of some kind across the sea if ~e are qoinq tobrinq services to

our peoples across the world.

As I have said, we note the important reservations expressed by the

Europ~an Community, and we nope that, in this and other forums, we can

identify the problems and move ahead to continue the good relations we have

today.

The PRESIDENT: May I take it that it is the wish of the General

Assembly to conclude its consideration of sub-item (a) ef agenda item 78, as'

well as its consideration of agenda item 78 as a whole?

It was so decided.
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ThePRESIDEUT: .We now turn to the report of the Second Committee, .. : ' . .. . ~ ",'

under ~genda item 79, entitled "Report of the Uni~ed Nations Conference on

Environment and Development." (A/471719).

The Assembly will now proceed to take a decision on the seven draft

resolution recommended by the Second Committee in paragraph 35 of its report.
The report of the Fifth Committee on the programme budget implications of

draft resolutions I, 11 and IV is contained in document A/47/814, and the

report of the Fifth Committee on the programme budget implications of draft
resolution V is contained in document A/47/811.

Draft resolution I is entitled "Establishment of an intergovernmental

negotiating committee for the elaboration of an international convention to

combat desertific~tion in those countries experiencing serious drought and/or
desertification, particularly in Africa".

The Second Committee adopted draft resolution I without a vote. May I
take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution I was adopted (resolution 47/188).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution II is entitled "Convening of a

global conference on the sustainable development of small island developing

States".

Draft resolution 11 was adopted by the Second Committee without a vote.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution 11 was adopted (resolution 47/189).
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Th~PRESIDENT: Draft. resolution III is entitled "Report of the

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development".

The Second Committee adopte~ draft resolutioa III without a vote. May I

take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

praft resolution III was adopt~g (resolution 47/190).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IV is entitled "Institutional

arrangements to follow up the United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development".

Draft resolution IV was adopted by th~ Second Committee without a vote.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution IV was adopted (resolution 471191).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution V is entitled "Conference on

straddling and highly migratory fish stocks".

The Second Committee adopted draft resolution V without a vote. May I

take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution V was agopteg (resolution 47/192).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution VI is entitled "Observance of World

Day for Water".

Draft resolution VI was adopted by the Second Committee without a vote.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution VI was adopted (resolution 47/193).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution VII is entitled "Capacity-building

fl>r Agenda 21".

Draft resolution VII was adopted by the Second Committee without a vote.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution VII was adopted (resolution 47/194).
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Tbe PRESIDENt: I shall now call on those representatives who wish

to speak in explanation of position.

Mr.BAILLARGEON (~anada) (interpretation from French): High-seas

fisheries resources, particularly straddling stocks and highly migratory

species, are under tremendous pressure in all oceans. Drastic conservation

measures have been taken by many fishing States, including Canada. For the

first time, th6 international community is now paying attention to these

problems; the United Nations has today adopted a resnlution that could lead to

a solution if the will exists, and if States set aside their differences and

unite in an effort to save the living re~ources of the oceans from further

destruction.

Canada has been seeking urgent international action to stop the

overfishing on the high seas before valuable resources are further depleted

and the coastal communities that depend on them for their existence are

devastated. Under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the

legal basis for regulating fisheries within 200 miles of the coastline is

clear. Coastal States have the responsibility to put in place the measures

needed to conduct the fishery on a sustainable basis. There is no gap in the

legal authority for such measures.
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The same cannot be said 'of the area beyond 200 miles, where there is a

serious gap in the internationar legal framework concerning conservation of

important fish stocks in various regions. . 'In the case we are most familiar

with, off Canada's east coast, overfishingoutside the 200-mile zone has

played a significant role in reducing' stocks that straddle the 200-mile limit.

One of the tracks Canada has been pursuing has been to seek a global

solutior~ an effective, enforceable framework for conservation and management

of resources beyond the 200-mile limit - that is, a body of rules consistent

with the law of the sea with which all States fishing on the high seas agre~

to comply, one that will break the syndrome of unsustainable exploitation of

fragile fisheries. Such rules would clarify and lend substance to the

provisions of the Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Increased international understanding and cooperation with coastal States

on all aspects of fisheries in areas adjacent to ezclusive economic zones is

vital to achieve effective :onservation and management of straddling stocks

and highly migratory species.

The conference that the United Nations has today agreed to convene will

provide the international community, for the'first time, with a forum to

develop rules for the management of high-seas fisheries, in accordance with

conservation and sustainable-development principles and within the framework

for international cooperati,n established by the United Nations Convention on

the Law of the Sea. The Conference must be given sufficient time to ~evelop

an effective solution to this problem.

The reSOlution concerning the conference has been adopted thanks to a

great deal of hard work by ~ working'group chaired by Ambassador Razali.

Canada is grateful to Ambassador Razali for his perseverance and patience, and

congratulates him on this achievement.
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The resQlution a~Qpted tQday e.nsures that the te~ms Qfreference agreed

pn at the United NatiQns. CQJ.ference Qn EnvirQnment and DevelQpment will be'

respected. ThQse term~ Qf reference clearly estab~ished that the cQnference

will deal with ~anagement Qf high-seas fisheries Qf straddling stQcks and

highlymigratQry species. It is clear that the conference will have to devQte

its time to solving the prQblem Qf high-seas QVerfishing and nQt tQ a

discussiQn Qf issues relating tQ exclusive eCQnQmic ZQnes, which WQuld aVQid

the prQblem.

Canada calls Qn all St!tes with an interest in the sustainability Qf

high-seas fisherie3 tQ participate in the cQnference and tQ suppQrt a pQsitive

QutCQme, Qne that will give cQncrete expressiQn tQ the rights, QbligatiQns and

respQnsibilities Qf States fQr the CQnservatiQn Qf the living reSQurces Qf the

high seas.

Mr. QMER (Pakistan): The Assembly's adQptiQn by CQnsensus Qf the

seven envirQnment-related resQlutiQns is a matter Qf prQfQund gratificatiQn tQ

the GrQup Qf 77, Qn whQse behalf I have the hQnQur tQ speak. These

resQlutiQns cQnstitute an impQrtant landmark in Qur cQllective quest tQ better

Qur eCQnQmic conditiQn without impinging upQn the prerQgatives Qf nature.

The CQnsensus achieved Qn these impQrtant decisiQns might nQt have been

pQssible withQut the untiring effQrts Qf AmbassadQr Razali Ismail Qf Malaysia,

whQse fQrceful and sagaciQus leadership paved the way fQr this extraQrdinarily

successful QutCQme. The mQst nQtable achievement was, Qf CQurse, the

unanimQus adQptiQn Qf the resQlutiQn Qn the establishment Qf the CQmmissiQn Qn

Sustainable DevelQpment, which we expect will help translate Qur visiQn Qf

sustainable develQpment intQ a CQncrete reality and serve tQ fQrge a genuine
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and,aqual pa~trlership among all members of the international community in

pursuit of this shared goal.

Th~ umbilical link between the environment and development, so

consciously enshrined inre~olution 44/211, was consolidated and confirmed in

the decisions taken at Rio. This framework offers a unique opportunity to

embark upon a truly unprecedented global economic partnership among all the

groups and countries represented here. We are confident that constructive

cooperation will continue to permeate our deliberations and guide all our

decisions in the field of environment and development.

The Commission on Sustainable Development has been assigned the task of

overseeing and monitoring the implementation of Agenda 21. It is the

expectation of the Group of 77 that the Commission will approach its work in

an integrated and interdisciplinary manner. The Commission must not view

sustainable development through an overly environmentalist prism, thus

ensuring that development needs 'of the developing countries are not

marginaiized, but must ensure that the balance achieved at Rio remains the

backdrop of its approach.

We believe that the Commission should carry out its mandate on the basis

of thematic monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of Agenda 21. Any

other method would frustrate the purpose of acquiring a global and integrated

perspective of the implementation of this Agenda. A fragmented and

compartmentalized approach Rill not only impede the work of the Commission,

but will also erode the very purpose for which it has been established. The

Group of 77 is ready to work closely with its developed partners to launch the

Commission on a steady and productive path.

The Group that I represent attaches singular importance to the work of
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the CQmmission relating to moni~Qrin9 p,rogress in the irnple~en~~tionof the

commitments regarding provision of financial resources and ,transfer of,

technology. The provision of adequate new and additional financing is an

~sse~tial prerequisite for 'jbe effective implementation of Agen~a 21. It is

obvious that the financing requirements for Agenda 21 far exceed the resources

that can ,be mobiliz.ed by developing countries themselves. Additional external

funding is indispensable at the bilateral level and through multilateral

channels to implement proiects and programmes for sustainable development.

The transfer of techno'.ogy to developing countries is equally fundamental

for the successful implementation of the decisions taken at Rio. Outdated

technology and technology tha,t is not environmentally sound cannot achieve the

objective of assuring a better ~uture for mankind. In this context, it is

important that financial sources and mechanisms, inclUding the Global

Environment Facility, must provide,comprehensive information to the Commission

on the level of financing so that it is enabled effectively to monitor the

implementation of this key commitment made at Rio.

The role and contribution of the Secretariat will be crucial in ensuring

the success of the Commissi)n on Sustainable, Development. In this context, we

welcome the appointment of Mr. Nitin Desai as the Under-Secretary-General in
fI

charge of the Department of Policy Coordination and Sustainable Development.

We feel assured that his expertise and experience will be invaluable assets in

facilitating the Commission's work.

The Group of 77 also attaches serious importanc~ 'to the early completion

of an international convention to combat desertification in those countries

experiencing serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in Africa,

as well as to the convening of a global conference on the sustainable

development of small islan~ developing States.
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In this context we should like to stress the need for the Fifth Committee

to complete its work on the financing-o! the'entire duration of the resumea

session, in February, of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee to combat

desertification. We also· expect the international community to display the

same level of commitment to this process as it demonstrated for the Convention

on Climate Change.

The developing countries have accepted the commitments emanating from the

Rio Summit out of a sense of responsibility to our own peoples and to the
,

future well-being of our planet. These commitments represent a historic leap

in our political resolve to respond to the r~quirements of environmentally

sound devalopment. It remains our earnest hope that the developed countries

too will provide complete political and financial support for the commitments

made at Rio so that this process evolves into a truly close partnership for

saving our planet and its ecosystems from future degradation and for repairing

the damage inflicted upon it by prolonged human abuse and profligacy.

Mr. CHEN Jian (China) (interpretation from Chinese): The United

Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in Rio in June

of this year was a welcome step forward on the road of sustainable

development. Of course, the adoption or signing of agreements is not an end

in itself; what matters most is their implementation. It is this very arduous

task of activating the follow-up implementation process that the General

Assembly has been given at its current session.

We had difficult moments and twists and turns in the course of

negotiating development resolutions. We are glad, however, to see that,

despite all the diffexences, another step forward has been taken on the road

from Rio towards a better common future for humankind, thanks to the practical
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and cooperative approa~h adopted ~r the parties ~oncerned, out of the
," > .;,

realizati,Qn that we are all in the same boat and thus have to sink or swim

together. R$presentingthe maXi~umextent.. ofconsensus among members of the

international community o~ URCED follow-up#. the resolutions, as they stand

now, and particularly the one on the estahlishemnt of the Commission on

Sustainable Development, prepare the ground for the implementation of the

a9'ree~ent reached at Rio.

I',should like to take this opportunity to thank the Group of 77 and other

parties for their decisive role in fostering agreement. My thanks go

particularly to the Second Committee's issue coordinator, His Excellency

Ambassador Razali of Malaysia, whose admirable wisdom and diplomatic finesse

contributed considerably to facilitating the successful outcome of the

negotiations.

As envisaged in the resolutions just adopted, we shall have a full and

heavy agenda in the coming year. As far as the Commission on Sustainable

Development is concerned, how it would operate in actuality is an important

question that we shall have to answer in the next phase. In that respect,

this is the Chinese delegation's understanding and expectation: The

Commission should base its work on Agenda 21 and the agreement reached at the

current session of the General Assembly. It should also seek guidance and

inspiration from the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. The

Commission's operating philosophy should be respect for sovereignty of States

and maximization of support from the international community. Finally, the

focus of the Commission's work should be promoting international cooperation

in the field of environment and development, particularly in relation to the

provision of financial resources and the transfer of environmentally sound
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technology, which a~~ indisp~nsable for the participation of developing

countries'inthe global endeavour to protect the environment through the

implementation of Agenda 21.

In this respect, the_ Chinese delegation wishes to associate itself with

the very remarkable opinion just expressed by the representative of Pakistan

on be~alf of the Group of 77. The first substantive meeting of the

Commission, to be held in 1993, is to set the terms and tenor of the discourse

within the Commission for years to come. Its importance is self-evident. The

Chinese delegation is of the opinion that, apart from the elaboration of a

multi-year programme of work, the meeting should concentrate on an initial

review, in both quantitative and qualitative terms, of financial commitments

and actual flows since UNCED, against such criteria as additionality and

non-conditionality. In order for the outcome of its deliberations to be

submitted to the Economic and Social Council for timely and adequate

consideration so that necessary actions may be taken, all efforts should be

made to ensure that the first substantive meeting of the Commission is held

before the 1993 substantive session of the Economic and Social Council.

A few problems have yet to be thrashed out before the Commission starts

working. These include its rules of procedure and the venue of its subsequent

meetings. The Chinese delegation believes that as long as the parties

concerned take a forward-looking approach and abide by what has already been

agreed on, these issues can be resolved in a prompt and satisfactory manner.

In addition, the years 1993 and 1994 will see the convocation of a global

conference on the sustainable development of small island developing States

and the finalization of an international convention on combating

desertification, involving subjects which not only concern the vital interests

--_._-------------------
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of some developingcQuntries but a1~o bear close links"with the protectiono:f

the global~ enviroDlllent. We hope that.,the concerted efforts of the

international community will bring positive results.

The Chinese GoverDlllent attaches importance to international cooperation

in enviroDlllent and development and has'contributed its share to the success of

UNCED and its preparatory process. During the current session of the General

Assembly, the Chinese delegation participated actively in the negotiations on

UNCED follow-up. We look forward to the opportunity for fruitful cooperation

with the rest of the international community in the Commission on Sustainable

Development and other relevant organs and institutions.

Mr. SYGANO (Japan): My delegation would like to make a statement

relating to the resolution on the conference on straddling and highly

migratory fish stocks, which was just adopted.

It is the view of my delegation that none of the provisions of the

present resolution detract from the basic position of the Government of Japan,

which is that the issue of the conservation and management of straddling and

highly migratory fish stocks on the high seas should be discussed in a

comprehensive manner, bearing in mind the fact that the conservation and

management of these fish stocks within exclusive economic zones is a

complementary issue. This is the understanding on the basis of which my

Government intends to participate in the upcoming conference.

Mr. ADANK (New Zealand): I make this statement on behalf of both

Australia and New Zealand.

Australia and New Zealand were pleased to join in the consensus adoption

of draft resolution V, concerning the conference that will be convened next

year relating to straddling and highly migratory fish stocks. We should like
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of apr()cedural~l\~ure,imp,iemel1tiLdecis.$.onsof the RiQ, ~atthSummit that are

set out;.,in"the chaI!t;..,r of Agendu2:i., which deals with high-seas-fisheries

matters •.
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Sp~cif~calJ.y"p.aragrap~s17.'~9 (a)· and(b:) ·of Ag(!J!Cla2l:call on States' to

take effective acUon to ensure that high'sea's fisheries ate managed in

apcord~ce witl)the PI;0visions of,)the UniteclNatioJ!s Convention on the Law 'of

the Sea, an~calls()n States tc? give'fun effect'to these provisions' with

regard to straddling stocks and highly migratory species. Pa~agraph 17.49 (e)

vfurther calls fo~ the convening of an intergovernmental conference under

United Nations auspices to promote effective implementation of the

aforemention(!dprovisions of the Convention. These paragraphs of Agenda 21

are reflected in operative paragraphs 2 and 3 of resolution V (A/47/719). The

other paragraphs of the resolution cover the practical arrangements that will

need to be put in place to make it possible for the conference to get under

way in New York next year. In accordance with the terms of the resolution,

the conference should finish its work before the forty-ninth session in 1994.

Australia and New Zea.land wish to stress their shared commitment to

working constructively with other States at the conference, with a view to

ensuring that the conference is successful in arriving at effective solutions

to problems faced with respect to the conservation and management of

straddling and highly migratory fish stocks.

Mr. SERSALE d! CERISANQ (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish):

My delegation will be speaking about draft resolution V on the conference on

straddling and highly migratory fish stocks.

In addition to what has already been said by Canada, Australia and New

Zealand, Argentina would point out that the resolution that we have just

adopted by consensus is the result of a lengthy and complex process of

negotiation in which absolutely every party expressed its point of view and

fully'negotiated its positions. Argentina supports the consensus achieved and
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is qrateful fQr the wQrkdQne by the Mr. Razal1" whQ conducted the

neqotiatiQns'.

The draf~ resQlutiQn we have adQpted is largely prQcedural in nature. It

responds tQ. the apprQpriate chapter Qf Aqenda 21 and,sets()ut the arrangements

necessary for the h~lding Qf the cQnference Qn straddlinq and highly miqratQry

fish stocks. We are very qratified by the aqreements achieved in this

resQlution and we undertake tQ dQ Qur best to enable the cQnference tQ approve

effective measures fQr the cQnservatiQn and manaqement Qf straddling and

highly miqratQry fish stQcks.

Mr. MONTGOMERY (United States Qf America): I have the hQnour tQ

explain the pQsitiQn of the United States Qn draft resQlutiQn IV (Al47/7l9)

concerninq l~stitutiQnal arrangements.

The General Assembly has taken no mQre impQrtant decisiQn durinq the

fQrty-seventh sessiQn than this resQlutiQn" which prQvides the f~amewQrk fQr

the ECQnomic and SQcial CQuncil's creatiQn of the CQmmissiQn Qn Sustainable

DevelQpment (CSD). That act Qf creatiQn can, if GQvernments and peQples will

it, mark a truly historic QccasiQn: the birth of a forum where the developed

and develQping, the NQrth and the SQuth, can sustain a dialogue cQnducted Qnly

imperfectly and intermittently in the past.

This qlQbal dialoque Qn sustainable develQpment will bear in an impQrtant

way Qn rOQt causes Qf pQvertyand pauperizatiQn, a subject Qf critical

significance tQ my delegatiQn. By perpetuating the RiQ 'qQal Qf addressing

integration of develQpment and environmental pQlicies, the CommissiQn can

CQntribute directly tQ the econQmic prosperity Qf future generatiQns.

In RiQ, Qur Heads of State and Government mandated a CQmmissiQn which
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facilitatespoliti~a~,copsensu~'on sustainable development. We hope that it

will be onlythebeg~nninqof a dypamic process. We hope that the political

resolv.e g~nerated in,tlte Commi~sion on Sustainable Development will inspire

solid..proqress in the broad range of international forums where negotiations

occur on Age~da 21,issues.

In addition to these broad ~d challenging- objectives, the CSD has

impo~tant specific goals. In the view of my delegation, priority should be

accorded to mutual consideration of problems encountered, lessons learned, and

solutions devised at the~ational level. We anticipate that significant

contributions to these efforts will be made by relevant non-governmental

organizations,

As we chart our course forward, concerned with the land, the seas and the

atmosphere, we know we must grapple with many complex problems. Capacity

building and technology transfer will be among the most critical.

So will finance. The United States is committed to assistance to help

integrate environmental concerns into national development strategies.

Environmental Protection Administrator Reilly has already offered the Assembly

a summary of our programme.

As Americans, we axe delighted that the Secretary-General has chosen to

place the secretariat staff for the Commission et the New York Headquarters of

the United Nations. We will rely on the secretariat for year-round quality

support. While we look forward to fruitful meetings each year in New York, we

also anticipate in due course a calendar of meetings of intersessional expert

groups in Geneva, as well as here at Headquarters.

Finally, and for the record, my delegation notes that the United States

understands the reference in paragraph 6 to specialized agencies as inclUding

the International Atomic Energy Agency.
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.:Let: mQ close' 1;)1 expressi,ng the grat:itude o~ ·my.delega€it>n to the

distinqUi,shed .Permanent 'Representative of Malays'ia for'::'the' care and skill with

which he coordinated the United Nations Conference on Environment'and

Deve.lopm~nt. (UNCED) Working Group.> I want also' to thank the WCED secretariat

staff and to offer our .congratulations and good wishes to Under-Secretary-

General. NitinDesai, as he launches the now Department of Policy Coordination

and Sustainable Development.

M§. TOMKINSON (Australia): I wish to address my remarks to

resolution IV (1./471719), which we have just adopted, on "Institutional

arrangements to follow up the United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development".

The creation of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) is one of

the most important outcomes of the forty-seventh session of the General

Assembly. More than that, it is an event of historic significance. It is a

response to an unprecedented spirit of cooperation and consensus within the

United Nations on economic and environmental issues, which has been embodied

in the concept of sustainable development.

However, the major challenge lies ahead. Having created the Commission,

our task now is to make it succeed in fUlfilling its mandate. The first

session of the Commission will be crucial in this regard. The Commission must

decide on both its future agenda of work and an efficient organization of work

to enable it to review the whole of Agenda 21 by 1997 at the international,

regional and national levels.

The active role of non-governmental organizations in the work of the

Commission will be fundamental to its success. Non-governmental organizations

can contribute to the Commission through their special expertise on specific
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issues and through 'the pol'iticalprdflle theyca.nlend, which "!'Ul ensure the

contin\led interest'of,the'pr4i!ss, the public and national Governments in United

"Nations activity in the imple~~ntationof Agenda 21•

. M¥.delegation wa~ly welcomes the decisions recently announced by the

secretary-General in relation to arrangements. 'for the secretariat for the

Commission, and in particular the appointment of Mr. Nitin Desai as Under-

secretary-General for the ~ew Department for Policy Coordination and

Sustainable Development.

We are also pleased that the Commission will hold its first substantive

session in New York in 1993, thus facilitating the fullest participation of

developing countries. My delegation has consistently maintained that the

decision on the long-term venue of the Commission must be based on rational

considerations which take into account efficancy and cost of operations as

well as ease of participation••

* Mr. Rogers (Belize), Vice-President, took the Chair.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



A1471PV.93
66

(Ms. TOmkinson, Australia)

Fi~ally,Iwould like to reiterate the great gra~itude of. my delegation

to Ambassador Razali for: the. extraordinary ability and jUdge~ent he has shown'

in guiding us to this successful outcome. We are pleased that he has agreed

to cgntinue, consultations on outstanding issues •

. We are also grateful for the dedication and skill of the Secretariat and

for the important contribution they have, -made to this exercise.

Mrs. CORNETTE {Guyana):'" The countries of the Caribbean Community

(CARICOM) at the United Nations, on whose behalf ~ speak today, fully

associate themselves with the statement made by the representative of Pakistan

on behalf of the Group of 77, and are very pleased with the resolutions that

have just b!'len adopted. ·We believe that their various provisions constitute a

plan of action which the international community can follow to ensure that the

dynamic of the Rio Conference is carried forward and that its decisions ate

faithfully implemented.

While we recognize the importance of all these resolutions, the States

members of CARICOM are particularly gratified by the adoption of draft

resolution 11, which allows for the convening in 1994, in the sister country

of Barbados, of the first Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of

Small Island Developing States. We welcome the General Assembly's deci~ion to

establish the Preparatory Committee for the Conference and we are prepared to

do all that is necessary to make the Conference a success.

Further, aware that the Commission on Sustainable Development will have a

very important role to play in all matters relating to the follow-up of the

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), CARICOM
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members welcome the cQnsensus ag~eement that the, site of the' Commission should

be. in New York. We, note with,appreciation the' decision that outstanding

matters relating to the venue. of the meetings of the· Commission will be

discussed and settled during this General Assembly session. We are confident

that the outcome of the discussions will be satisfactory to all, and we look

forward to par~icipating constructively in the work of the Commission.

CARICOM member States would like to take this opportunity to congratulate

His Excellency ~assador 1smail Razali on the role he played in guiding the

discussions of the Working Group on UWCEn follow-up. The hours were long and

the negotiations difficult, and most of the time the end seemed unreachable.

But in all of this it was the sobering guidance and faithful dedication of

Ambassador Razali that allowed us to continue to the very end and achieve all

we ~ave achieved.

In conclusion, the member States of CARICOM recognize that for these

resolutions to be successful they will have to be translated immediately into

the national policies of all States members of the international community.

We therefore urge all States to take the necessary measures to make these

resolutions a reality. We can assure the Assembly of our commitment to

working towards their success.

Mr. YOB (Republic of Korea): The Genexal Assembly has just adopted

draft resolution V, entitled "Conference on straddling and highly migratory

fish stocks". My delegation wishes to express its views on that resolution,

and to set out our basic position on the conservation and management of the

living resources of the high seas.
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First of ~~l, it i~ our view that conservation and manag~ment measures

should be based on relevant and reliable scientific research conducted by

in~ependent intergovernmental bodies.

Secondly, as regards management:. and conservation efforts, there should be

a fair and equal distribution of responsibility between coastal and

distant-water fishing States, especially in the Qase ·of straddling and highly

migratory fish stocks.

As noted in paragraph 17.47 of Agenda 21, high-seas fisheries represent

only 5 per cent· of total world landings. Therefore, there is a clear need for

a balanced approach, which requires the cooperation not only of distant-water

fishing States but of coastal States as well, particUlarly as far as those two

fish stocks are concerned.

On the basis of those observations, our delegation shares the view, as

expressed in the discussion in the Second Committee, that the wording of

paragraph 3 of the resolution could give the impression that it is the sole
,

responsibliity of distant-water fishing States to conserve straddling and

highly migratory fish stocks. It is unfortunate that this resolution, which

should have focused on procedural matters relating to the forth~oming

conference, was not developed with a real consensus among all Member States.

It is the sincere hope of my delegation that the substantive session in

1993 will encourage both the coastal and the fishing States concerned to play

their respective roles on an equal .basis in ensuring a balanced approach in

implementing the necessary conservation measures.

Finally, our delegation wishes to take this opportunity to express our

deep gratitude to Ambassador Ismail Razali of Malaysia, who up to the last

minute did his utmost to achieve a more balanced text.
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The PRESIDENT: In accordance with General Assembly resolution
,

3208 (XXIX) of 11 Octobe:r 1974, I call now on the Observer for b""i0 ~uropean

Economic Community.

Mr. McDONALD (European Economic Community (EEC»: On behalf of the

European Community, I too would like to address draft resolution V in document

A/471719, "Conference on straddling and highly migratory fish stocks", which

the General Assembly has just adopted.

The resolution on straddling stocks and highly migratory species is an

important one, but ~e regret that the negotiations on the text did not lead to

a result that is very satisfactory from the point of view of the European

Community, and this despite the untiring efforts of Ambassador Razali of

Malaysia, to whom we are deeply grateful.

The European Community and its member States wish to state first of all

that the conference scheduled for July 1993 should deal in a prompt and

expeditious manner with the conservation and management of straddling stocks

and highly migratory species. One substantive conference session will, in our
-

opinion, be sufficient.

The work and results of the conference should be fully consistent with

the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and in

particular with the rights and obligations of coastal States and States

fishing on the high seas, and it should give full effect to all the provisions

of the Convention in regard to the fish populations whose ranges lie both

within and beyond exclusive economic zones and with regard to highly migratory

fish stocks.

The Conference should also give effect to all relevant provisions of

Agenda 21 concerning those fish stocks, whether they are found in

chapter 17 (c) or in chapter 17 (d) of that document.
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The essen~ial ai,JI) o£the conferencelSboul~''be, to promot.e e~fective

implementation of the provisions of'the United Nations Convention on the Law

of-the Sea on straddling stocks and highly migtatoryfish stocks, The

effective protection of those stocks can be carried out only by cooperation

between coastal States and States fishing on the high seas in accordance vith

common quidelines, Anything else would fail to achieve t~e main objective of

the Conference, which is to protect the environment tllrou.gh the conservation

and management of these fish stocks throughout their area of distribution.

The Community considers that, as a'whole, draft resolution V, just

adopted, is consistent with those objectives. However, the Community much

regrets that the sponsors of the draft resolution were unwilling to

accommodate the Community's concerns on certain issues that were important in

order fully to transpose the mandate of the Conference, which we consider to

be contained in chapters 17 (c) and 17 (d) of Agenda 21.

Agenda 21 was achieved through consensus, as indeed were all other

elements of the Rio Conference. We hope there will be a similar positive and
,I

constructive approach at the July Conference. The auspices otherwise will not

be favourable. We attac}l ~articular importance to adoption of the decisions

of the Conference with the full support of all the participants.
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In the vi,ew of.,> the Europe.lpl.~~JNnunitr,t.oqetherwith,its mQmberStates,

the cQnference. shO~ld be pragmatic~,andde.al with a very specific' issue in a

practical m~~r~ Aone-side<l or ,confrontational approach, ,to the conference

which does not ~ake into account the concerns of all the parties willJ.. '.' '. '-',"'.-,1' -. . ,.

substan~ially increase the risk of its failure. Indeed, we have heard again

this afternoon somepart~cularlyclear examples of the sort of one-sided

approach we have in mind. We should all remind uurselves that the main

purpo~e of the conferen~e is to protect the environment through the

conservation and sustainable management of. this important resource, and not to.. ~

pursue other, conflicting objectives.

The European Community has approached the preparation of the conference

in a spirit of cooperation and has amply demonstrated its willingness to deal

with the problems of straddling stocks by an extensive series of concrete

measures over the last six months. We regret that the same spirit of

cooperation has not always marked the negotiations which have led to this

resolution.

The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly has thus concluded this stage

of its consideration of agenda item 79.

The Assembly will now consider agenda item 80, "Protection of global

climate for present and future generations of mankind". In this connection,

the Assembly has before it the report of the Second Committee in document

A/47/720 and a draft resolution in document A/47/L.49.

We shall first consider the report of the Second Committee in document
I

A/47/720. May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to take note of the

report of the Second Committee?

It was so decided.
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, ,
Th~ Assembly wi~l now consider,the draft resolution

contained in document Al47/L.49, entitled "Pro~ection of qlob~l climate for

present and future generations of mankind".

I call on the representative of Uruguay to introduce the draft

resolution.

Mr. PIRIZ BALLON (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spanish): I have

the honour of submitting for the General Assembly's consideration the draft

resolution contained in docwnent A/471L.49, entitled "Protection of global

climate for present and futureqenerations of mankind".

Under this draft resolution the Assembly would take note of the w9rk

carried out by the international community in this field. It would welcome

the adoption of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and

its signing by a large number of States, and would call upon all States to

ratify, accept or approve, in accordance with their procedures.

Under some important provisions of this draft resolution the Assembly

would decide that the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee should continue

to function in order to prepare for the first session of the Conference of the

Parties to the Convention, and it would request the Committee to promote a

coherent and coordinated programme of activities aimed at supporting the entry

into force and effective implementation of the Convention.

I wish to draw the General Assembly's attention to an amendment to

paragraph 15 of the draft resolution. The reference in the fourth line of

that paragraph should be "decision INC/199211". Beginning with the fifth

line, the text should read as follows:
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ualid bl part:icula:r tl1e least de'Velopfld el1l0ng 'them and the sma],l island

developing. coUntries 6 'aI!V:Well asdt,V:eloplJ1gcountries stricken by, dt~ught

and' desertification••• '0.

The rest of the paragraph remains unchanged.

I trust that this draft resolut~on can be adopted without a vote.

The PRESIDENT: We shall now take a decision on draft resolution

A/47/L.49~ as orally amended. The report of the Fifth Committee on the

programme budget implications of the draft resolution is contained in document

Al471815.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to adopt draft resolution

Al47/L.49, as orally amended.

Draft resolutiop A/47/L.49, as orally amended, was adopted (resolution

471195).

The PRESIpENT: May I take it that it is the wish of the Assembly to

conclude its consideration of agenda item 80?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: I now invite the Assembly to turn its attention to

the report (A/47/721) of the Second Committee on agenda item 81,

"International cooperation for the eradication of poverty in developing

countries".

The Assembly will take decisions on the two draft resolutions recommended

by the Second Committee in paragraph 17 of its report.

Draft resolution I is entitled "Observance of an international day for

the eradication of poverty". This draft resolution was adopted by the Second

Committee without a vote. May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to

do the same?

Draft resolutiop I was adgpted (resolution 47/196).
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The PRESIDENT: May I now invite: the 'Assembly to turn its attention

to the report (,A/47/722,) 'of the Second Committee on .agenda item 82, "External

debt crisi,s a:nd development".

The Assembly will take a decision on the draft resolution recommended by

the Second Committee in paragraph 12 of the report. The draft resolution is

entitled "International debt crisis and development: enhanced international

cooperation towards a durable solution to the' external debt probler.... af

developing countries".

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, BelgiUm, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Daruss~lam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia,
Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d'Ivoire, Crotia, Cuba, Cyprus,
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti,
Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France,
Gabon, Gambia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of),
Mongolia, Morocco, MOZambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippin~s, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea,
Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Sri
Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe
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tJnite.~$tates of America

D, draft: [8301uti09 was adOpted In' 158 ;m~,s to 1 (re~olution 47/198).*
~ ~ '.-:' - -" - -) - - -, -, ~

%be 'RESIDENT: I call on the ~epres~ntative of the United States of
. -. ~

America, who wishes to make a statement in e~lanation of vote.

Mr.MONTGQMERY (United States of Ameriga): We welcome this

opportunity for an exchange of views on the external debtsit~ation. I think

we all agree that addressing dabt by itself is not a solution. There is a

consensus on some fundamental principles of the international debt strategy

that bear repeating: growth is essential to the resolution of debt problems;

debtor nations will not achieve sustainable levels of growth without reform;
I

and debtor nations .have a continuing n~ed for external resources to support

their reform etforts.

We believe there has been substantial progress under the international

debt strategy over the past year, but the substantial debt and debt service
,

reduction being undertaken is only one element of supporting economic growth

in the developing countries. Economic reforms, including efforts to attract

private flows, and continued assistance from official bilateral and

multilateral sources to support these reforms are crucial.

We believe any debt resolution from the General Assembly should restrict

itself to urging continued vigorous implementation of the international debt

policy, with its case-by-case approach. We are confident that continued

efforts under the international debt strate~ i'*"~ ~esult in additional

progress.

* Subsequently, the delegations of Czechoslovakia, Kazakhstan and

Morocco advised the Secretariat that they had intended to vote in favour.
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A~~ough we appr~ciate the efforts of,all involved in the drafti~g 9f the

resolution before us; unfor~unately it dOes not adequately reflect these
,

positivedevelopme,nts.

Although subs~antial resources a~e being provided by official donors,

both on a bilateral and a multilateral basis, the necessity.of attracting

private flows has become. increasingly important. _ Debtor nations need to

initiate market~openingmeasure~ to spur private investment and encourage

return of flight capital. Development of alternative sources of non-debt

capital flows is essential for the funding of new grQwth.

In refarence to commercial bank debt, dramatic progress has been made

under the voluntary, market-based international debt strategy. Twelve

countries have now reached debt reduction or refinancing agreements with their

commercial banks - accounting for 92 per cent of the outstanding commercial

bank debt of the 16 major debtor countries.

Upon completion of the Argentine and Brazilian agreements, the strategy

is expected to have ptoduced ove~ $50 billion in effective debt reduction,

while liftinq much of the remaining debt burden from the debtors' backs

through market-based collateralization.

Debt ratios reflecting the burden of debt and debt service have fallen

sharply for the major debtor nations, moving this group out of the "heavily

indebted" category. The aggregate debt service ratio for all developing

countries has fallen from 22 per cent in 1986 to 14 per cent in 1991.

The international capital markets have respo~ded to the combination of

economic reforms and an improved debt situation. A whole new market for

developing-country debt has developed, which will subject both borrowers and

lenders to the discipline of markets. Secondary market trading, which

totalled $10 billion in 1987, has grown to $150 billion to $200 billion today.
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The turn-,ar~\lJld has been' especia'llyapparent lilLatin Ained-ca. The Latin

American co~~ries ~re increasinq1y'enteringthe capital markets for new

financing, in.~l~din9' portfolio and in,vestment capital, capital. repatriation

and new borrowings. ~atin America received some $40 billion in ne~ private

capital flows in 1991 cOlllpared to only' $4 billion in 1989.

The regionrealiz~d 3 per centqrowth in 1991, with 5 to 9 per cent for

Mexico~ ~hile~ Argentina and Venezuela. Inflation in Latin America has been

reduced by two thirds, while official reserves have doubled.

The international community has also strongly supported the operations of

the International Developlllent Association's Debt Reduction Facility, which is

helping to reduce the commercial bank debt burdens of the poorest cou~tries

that are undertaking economic reforms.

As for official debt, in December 1991 creditors agreed in the Paris

Club, the appropriate body fOr consideration of official debt issues, on new

treatment for debt of the poorest countries. The Enhanced Toronto Terms

include options providing for 50 per cent debt service reduction on payments

coming due during the rescheduling period. To date, eight countries have also

agreed to consider a stock-of-debt approach, under certain conditions, after a

period of three or four years, for poorest countries undertaking economic

reforms. The Munich Summit also encouraged the Paris Club to recognize the

special situation of some highly indebted lower middle-income countries on a

case-by-case basis.
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A nW'llbet' ot crecl.itorgov~rnmentBbavealso undertaken significant

bilatel'al ~ebtr,duc.tionprogran.neso .... The. United&tates :hasforgiven food aid

lmd developmf!~\:. assistance debt for many' 'of the poorest developing cotmtries

that are underta~ing ec:onomic reform programmes. Since 1990~ "e have forgiven

almost $2.7 billion in Buch debts for a \:.otal of 25 countries in Africa, Asia,

Latin AmeriCa and the Caribbean.

TheUnitea States has also undertaken debt reduction under the Enterprise

for the Americas Initiative (EAI),a comprehensive programme for the

hemisphere focusing on trade, investment, debt l'e1ief and the environment. A

total of $26.3 millio~ in food aid debt has been reduced under the EAI for the

three countries which met the eConomic reform criteria, including appropriate

investment regimes. We e~ect that several additional countries will qualify

for EAI debt reduction in the cominq months.

This resolution represents an improvement over the initial draft

submitted for our consideration. With additional changes it might have been

acceptable to my Government.

vote against it.

However, in its present form, we were obliged to

, ,

The PRESIDENT: May I take it that it is the wish of the General

Assembly to conclude its consideration of agenda item 821

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: I 'invite the members of the General Assembly to turn

their attention to the report of the Second Committee (A/47/723) on agenda

item 83: "Operational activities for de\relopment". We shall nQW take a

decision on the draft resolution recommended by the Second Committee in

paragraph 17 of its report and on the two draft decisions recommended by the

Second Committee in paragraph 18 of the same report.
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(The president)

We., turJf fit>st to the dt-aft'resolutionentitled "Tflerili'ial policy review

of the operational activities of the United Nations dev~lopmentsystem".

The Second Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote. May I

take it that the Generall..ssembly wishes to do the s&ne?

The draft resolution was adopted '(resolution 47/199).

The PRESIDENT: We shall now take a decision on the two draft

decisions recommended by the Second Committee in paragraph 18 of its report.

Draft decision I is entitled "Implementation of General Assembly

resolution 45/217 on the World Summit for Children...

The Second Committee adopted the draft decision without a vote. May I

take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft decision I was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: Draft ,decision Il, entitled "Report of the

Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme on the activities of

the United Nations Development Fund for Women", is recommended for adoption by

the Second Committee.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to adopt the draft decision?

Draft decision 11 was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: May I take it that it is the wish of the General

Assembly to conclude its consideration of agenda item 83?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: I invite the Assembly to turn its attention to the

report of the Second Committee (A/47/729) o~ agenda item 89, "Training and

research". The Assembly will now take a decision on the two draft resolutions

recommended by the Second Committee in paragraph 21 of its report.
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(The Presid~nt)

Draft resolution I, entitled ··tJ'ni,.t~d·Nations University", 1(aso$dopted by

th. Second CODl1littee' witho~t a vote. May I take .it that the Assembly wishes

to do likewise?

Praft resolution I was adopted (resolution 47/2QO).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution Ilis entitled "United Nations

Institute f9r..Training and Research".

At its 50th meeting, on 19 December, the Fifth Commi~tee decided to defer

consideration ~f the programme bUdget implications of draft resolution 11, as

indicated in paragraphs 57 and 58 of the draft report of the Fifth Committee

(A/C.5/47/L.20), on the programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993, which was

adopted this morning by the Fifth Committee.

As indicated in paragraph 58 of its draft report, the Fifth Committee

recommends that, in order to provide for the m~nimal transitional 'requi~ements

for the United Nations Institute for Training and Research until the General

Assembly can consider this matter at its resumed forty-seventh session, the

Secretary-General be authorized to commit funds, not to exceed $400,000, for

the period 1 January to 28 February 1993.

I should like to point out that, as the Fifth Committee has deferred

consideration of this matter, the General Assembly, in accordance with

rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, is unable to

proceed to take a decision on draft resolution 11 at this time. I therefore

propose that the General Assembly d~cide to postpone consideration of draft

resolution 11 until its resumed forty-seventh session.

May I take it that the General Assembly agrees to this proposal?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has concluded this stage of its

consideration of agenda item 89.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



1t,:141IPV.93
86

~. AGENDA ITEMs 108 TO 110, 1~4, 115, 116
TO 118, 120,12~·TO·123, 131 AND 141

~. ~

ADMINISTRATIVE AND .BUDGETARY COORDINATION. OF THE UNITED NATIONS .. WITH THE
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES ·ANpTHEINtERNATIONALATOMIC ENERm~ AG~NCy":l REPORT OF
THE FT;FTH COMMITTEE (A/411817)

JOINT INSPECTION UNIT:

PATTERN OF CONFERENCES:

REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITT~E (A/47/818), -, -.,-- .., ~

REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/47/806)
" . ,

UNITED NATIONS PENSION SYSTEM: REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/47/807)

FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS PEACE-KEEPING FORCES IN THE MIDD~E EAST

(a) UNITED NATIONS DISENGAGEMENT OBSERVER FORCE: REPORT OF ~HE FIFTH
COMMITTEE (A/47/819)

(b) UNITED NATIONS INTERIM FORCE IN LEBANON: REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMiTTEE
(A/411820)

FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS IRAN-IRAQ MILITARY OBSERVER GROUP: REPORT OF
THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/471821)

FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS ANGOLA VERIFICATION MISSION: REPORT OF THE
FIFTH COMMI~TEE (PART I) (A/47/795)

FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS TRANSITION ASSISTANCE GROUP: REPORT OF THE
FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/47/822)

FINANCING OF THE ACTIVITIES ARISING FROM SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION
687 (1991)

Ca) UNITED NATIONS IRAQ-KUWAIT OBSERVATION MISSION: REPORT OF THE FIFTH
COMMITTEE (A/47/823)

FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS MISSION FOR THE REFERENDUM IN WESTERN SAHARA:
REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (PART I) (A/47/796)

FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS OBSERVER MISSION IN EL SALVADOR: REPORT OF
THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (PART I)' (A/47/797)

FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS TRANSITIONAL AUTHORITY IN CAMBODIA: REPORT OF
THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/47/824)

FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS PROTECTION FORCE: REPORT OF THE FIFTH
COMMITTEE (A/47/825)

PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 1990-1991: REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE
(A/47/826)

The PRESIDENT: I request the Rapporteur of the Fifth Committee to

introduce the reports of the Fifth Committee in one intervention.
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Hr. OSELL). (~rqentiDa), Rappo,r,teur of the rifth CQJIi'Ilittee- . ,'" ',' -"

(interpretation from SpaniSh): It is an ,honour for me, as RapPOrt,eur of the

presidency to introduce the report of the Committee on the aqenda items

assigned to it~ '!'ou wUl recall that 28ageDda items were allocated to the

tifth Committee at the forty-seventh session of the General Assembly.

From 15 September to 22 December 1992, the Fifth Committee held 53

plenary meetinqs'. Neqotiations were carried out throuqh numerous informal

consultations. The followinq is a brief report of the results of the work of

the Fifth Committee on the items on today's aqenda.

In connection with aqenda item 108, "Administrative and budgetary

coordination of the Unite4 Nations with the specialized agencies ,and the

International Atomic Energy Aqency", the Committee adopted without a vote the

draft decision in paragraph 6 of document Al47/817. The Fifth Committee

recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of that draft decision.

With regard to agenda item 109, "Joint Inspection Unit", the Committee

adopted without a vote the draft resolution in paragraph 6 of document

A/47/8l8. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption

of that draft resolution.

With regard to agenda item 110, "Pattern, of Conferences", the Committee

adopted without a vote the draft resolution entitled "Pattern of Conferences" ,~

contained in document A/47/806.

Under agenda item 114, "United Nations pension system", the Committee

adopted without a vote tne draft resolution contained in paragraph 7 of

document A/47/807. It recommends to the Assembly the adoption of that

document.
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(Mr. Osella, RQ2Porteur,
Fifth Committee)

With regard to item 115,. "E'inanciJlg of the United' Nations peace-keeping

forces i~ the Middle East"" the 'Committee adopted without a vote, on

sub-it'ilm (a), the draft r,solutionenti,tled"Financing of tile United Nations

Dil$eng8.Qement Observer. Force" contained in paragraph 6 of document A/47/8l9;

and" on sub-item (b) ,the draft resolution entitled "Financi'ng of the United

Nations Interim Force in Lebanon" contained in paragraph 6 of document

A/47/820. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption

of both draft reSOlutions.

With regard to item 116'" "Financing- of 'the United Nations Iran-Iraq

Military Observer Group"" the Committee adopted without a vote the draft

resolution contained in paragraph 60f document A/47/82l" and recommends to

the General Assembly the adoption of that draft resolution.

In connection with agenda item 117" "Financing of the United Nations

Angola Verification Mission", the Fifth Committee decided, inter alia, to

recommend tha~ consideration of the item be deferred to the resumed

forty-seventh session. ~B Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly

that it should adopt that recommendation, contained in paragraph 6 of document

A/47179S.

With regard to agenda item 118, "Financing of the United Natioas

Transition Assistance Group", the Committee adopted without a vote the draft

resolution contained in paragraph 6 of document A/47/822 and recommends that

the General Assembly adopt it.*

With regard to item 120 (a), "Financing of the activities arising from

* Mr. Guerrero (Philippines), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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(Mr. Os011a,'RA2Qorteur,
fifth CommitteO)

"

$e~~~l~y. Co~c11 ~.sQ1~~~on G87 ;(1991): V~i~ed ~atl~ns Iraq-~u~ait
.'~ ......,. ~~. <.. ..

ObSf:'rvati~u. MJ,ssion", the~ommi~t.e a4op~cd wltllout "0' vote draf~resolution

AlC.5/47/~.5,as~ra11y revised, at it~50th meetin~,!ie~d,on

19 December 199a.:J:he Fifth Committee"r,ecolMlends to thf:' General Assembly the

adop~ion of this drl1ft resolution, contained in paragraph 71 of documeat

A/471823.

At its 46th meeting, held on 16 December 1992, the Committee decided,

inter alia, to recommend to the General Assembly that consideration of agenda

i~em 121, "Financing of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in

Western Sahara", and agenda item 122, "P'inancing of the United Nations

Observer Mission in El Salvador", be deferred to the resumed forty-seventh

session of the General Assembly. The Fifth Committee recommends to the

General Assembly the approval of its recommendations on agenda items 121 and

122, contained in documents A/47/796 and A/47/797, respectively.

With regard to agenda item 123, "Financing of the United Nations

Transitional Authority in Cambodia", the Committee adopted without a vote the

draft resolution contained in paragraph 6 of document A/47/824 and recommends

that the General Assembly adopt it.

Under ageada item 137, "Financing of the United Nations Protection

Force", the Committee adopted without a vote the draft resolution contained in

paragraph 6 of document A/47/825 and recommends to the General Assembly that

it adopt that draft resolution.

In connection with agenda item 147, "Programme bUdget for the biennium

1990-1991", the Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the

adoption of a draft decision under which the Assembly would decide to accept
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(Hr. Osella,R1u!porteur;,
Fifth Cqmmitteel

.As I ~aia at the ou~s~t~ thttS' ~l!I ~,.v,ery. brief f.',Il4 ~uc~ix;ct'XP1a.na~ion of
~',. i It 't.:

tb& decisions the Fifth Committee recomrn..,nd.sto the Genera1,Assembly.
" < ': • • '" . < " ~ t .' . . .' ,

I

shou~d mention ~at all tb~ draft resolutions and draft de9i~iqns·mentioned
~ ~ :_ '" -:. J",,',

'were adopted'without a vote.

THE PRESIDENT; If there is no proposal under rule 66 of the rules

of procedure, I shall take it that the Ge~eral Assembly decides not to discuss

the reports of the Fifth Committee which are before it today.

It was so decided.

%he PRESIDENT: Statements will therefore be limited to explanations

of vote.

The positions of delegations regarding the various recommendations of the

Fifth Committee have been made clear in the Committee and are reflected in the

relevant official records.

May I remind members that, under paragraph 7 of decision 34/401, the

General Assembly agreed that

"When the same draft resolution is considered in a Main Committee

and in plen~ry meeting, a delegation should, as far as possible, explain

its vote only once, i.e., either in the Committee or in plenary meeting,

unless that delegation's vote in plenary meeting is different from its

vote in the Committee." (decision 34/4Ql, para. 7)

May I remind delegations that, also in accordance with General Assembly

decisiqn 34/401, explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and should be

made by delegations from their seats.
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(The' Presi51ent)
:,;'\

B,~()l'~ ,~f;t' be,,9~~ ;tQ take action on~~.l'~comm~nda~~ons.>C::tlJJ.tain~d in the

l'C!pox.-tsQfthe FiftllC:ommittC!e.. I should like to advise l'epresentil~i~es.~at

we al'e going to. pl'o~eed.. t6 take decisions in the same m~nel' as WillS done in
, ' ' ,."" ,,~,:,' ,';' ..... ' .. :. ~~. "'~-, ,~ ".. ">-",,:.j, ': ,:... -1.- .,; (.

the Fifth Committee.
,;,'''"

~heAssemblywill now'~~nsiael' the l'ep,ol't of tll~ Fifth, Committee

(A/471817)on agenda item 108.. , entitled "Administl'ative and bUdgetal'y
:'''', . '. "" .. ,,,.

cool'dination of the ~nited Nations with the specialized agencies and th~

Intel'national Atoll1iC. Enel'qy Agency".

The Assembly will now take a decision on the dl'aft decision l'ecommended

by the Fifth Committee in pal'agtaph 6 of its l'epol't. The Fifth Committee

adopted the dl'aft decision without objection. May I take it that the Assembly

wishes to do the same?

The dl'aft decision was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: May I take it that it is the wish of the Genel'al

Assembly to conclude its considel'ation of agenda item 108?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: We tUl'n now to the l'epo~t of the Fifth Committee

(A/471818) on agenda item 109; entitled "Joint Inspection Unit".

. The Assembly will n0W take a decision on the l'ecommendation contained in

paragraph 6 of the report. The draft resolution was adopt~d by the Fifth

Committee without objection. May I take it that the qeneral Assembly wishes

to do the same?

The draft resolution was adapted (resolution 47/201).

The PRESIDENT: May I take it that it is the wish of the General

Assembly to conclude its consideration of agenda item 109?

It was so decided.
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(~bgPresidg!1t).. .. .. )

Thg'5tRESIDENT: May I take.it. .th~ntbat. it is the wish of the

General Assembly toconc.lude its consideration ot agenda item 110?

Xtwassp dgcidgd.
~,' ., >

The PRESIDENT: We sl!.all now consider the report of the' Fi~th

Committee (Al47/807) on agenda item 114, entitled i'United Nations pension

system".

The Assembly will now take a decision on the draft resolution contained

in paragraph 7 of the report.

The Fifth Committee adopted that draft resolution wi~hout a vote. May I

take it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution was adop~ (resolution 47/203).

The PRESIDENT: May I also take it tbat it is the wish of the

General Assembly to conclude its consideration of agenda item 114?

It was so decid§g.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now cansider the reports of the

Fifth Committee (A/47/819 and A/47/820) nn agenda item 115, relating to the

financing of the United Nations peace-keeping forces in the Middle East.

We shall first consider the report of the Fifth Commit~ee (A/47/819) on

sub-item (a)' of ageuda item 115, which relates to the United Nations

Disengagement Observer Force.

The Assembly will talte a decision on the draft resolution recommended by

the Fifth Committee in paragraph 6 of the report.

The draft resolution, entitled "Finanoinq of the United Nations

Disengagement Observer For~e", was adopted by the Fifth Committee without a

vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution was agoptgg (resolution 47/204).
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The PRESIDENT: ~heAssembly wil1now consider the reJ.)ort of' the

~i(th Committee {A/411820) on sub-item (b) of agenda item l15~ whichreiates,

to the United Nations Interim Force'in Lebanon.

The Asse~17 will take a decision on the draft resolution recommended by

the Fifth Committee in paragraph 6 of the report.

The draft resolution, entitled "Financing of the United Nations Interim

Force in Lebanon", was adopted by the Fifth Committee without a vote. May I

take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 47/205).

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of the Syrian Arab

Republic, who wishes to e~plain his delegation's position on the resolution

just adopted.

Mr.KHANI (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): My

delegation would like to explain its position on the draft resolutions

concerning the financing of United Nations peace-keeping forces in the Middle

East, contained in documents A/47/819 and A/47/820.

As we have said on m~~ occasions in the General Assembly, the financing

of the forces should be borne by the aggressor - which is continuing its

aggression - and by whatever other parties may be aiding that aggr~ssion.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has thus concluded this stage of its

consideration of sub-items (a) and (b) of agenda item 115.

The Assembly will now consider the report of the Fifth Committee

(A/471821) on agenda item 116, entit.led "Financing of the United Nations

Iran-Iraq Military Observel" Group".
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(The PrQsident)

The Assembly will now ~ake a decision on thQ draft resolution contained

in paragraph 6 of the report.

The Fifth Committee adopted that draft resolution. without a vote. May I

take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution was adoptQd (resolution 47/206).

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has thus concluded this stage of its

consideration of agenda item 116.

The Assembly will now turn to part I of the report of the Fifth Committee

(A/471195) on agenda item 111, entitled "Financing of the United Nations

Angola Verification Mission".

The Assembly will now take a decision on the recommendation of the Fifth

Committee contained in paragraph 6 of part I of its report.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to adopt the recommendation of the

Fifth Committee contained in paragraph 6 of part I of its report?

The recommendation was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has concluded this stage of its

consideration of agenda item 117.

The Assembly will now consider the report of the Fifth Committee

(A/411822) on agenda item 118, entitled "Financing of the United Nations

Transition Assistance Group".

The Assembly will n~w take a decision on the draft resolution recommended

in paragraph 6 of the report.

The Fifth Committee adopted the draft tesolution w~thout a vote. May I

take it that the Assem~ly wishes to do the same?

The draft rQsolution was adopted (resolution 4,7/207.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has thus concluded this stage of its

consideration of agenda item 118.
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(The president)

~he Assemb;Ly will J1ext'consider the report. of the Fifth Committee

(M~7/823) on agenda item 120 (a), entitled "Financing of the activities
.

arising from Security Council resolution 687 (1991): United Nations Irag-

Kuwait Observation Mission".

The Assembly will now take a decision on the draft resolution recommended

by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 7 of that report. The Fifth Committee

adopted the draft resolution without a vote.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 47/208).

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has thus concluded the present stage of

its consideration of agenda item 120 (a).

The Assembly will now turn to part I of the report of the Fifth Committee

(A/471796) on agenda item 121, entitled "Financing of the United Nations

Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara".

The Assembly will take a decision on the recommendation of the Fifth

Committtee contained in paragrap~ 5 of that report. May I take it that it is

the wish of the General Assembly to adopt that recommendation?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has thus concluded the present stage of

its consideration of agenda item 121.

The General Assembly will now consider part I of the report of the Fifth

Committee (A/47/797) on agenda item 122, entitled "Financing of the United

Nations Observer Mission in El Salvador".

The Assembly will take a decision on the recommendation of the Fifth

Committee contained in paragraph 6 of that report. May I take it that the

General Assembly wishes to adopt that recommendation?

It was so decided.
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The PREs.IDENT: The Assembly has~hu$ concluded the present stage of

its consideration of agenda item 122.

The Assembly will now consider. the repo~t.of tha Fifth Committ~e.

(A/47/S24) on agenda item 123, entitled "Financing of the United Nations

Transitional Authority in Cambodia".

The General Assembly will take a decision on the draft resolution

recommended by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 6 of that report. The Fifth

Committee adopted the draft resolution.without a vote.

May I take lt that th,~ General Assembly wishes to do the; same?

The draft resolution was adopted. (resolution 47/209).

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has thus concluded the present stage of

its consideration of agenda item 123.

The General Assembly will next consider the report of the Fifth Committee

(A/47/825) on agenda item 137, entitled "Financing of the United Nations

Protection Force".

The Assembly will tak~ a decision on the draft resolution recommended by

the Fifth Committee in. paragraph 6 of that report. The Fifth Committee

adopted the draft resolution without a vote.

May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 47/210).

The PRESIDENT: We have thus concluded the present stage of our

consideration of agenda item 137.

The Assembly will now consider the report of the Fifth Committee

(A/47/826) on agenda item 147, entitled "Programme budget for the biennium

1990-1991".
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(The P~esident)

The General Assembly will take a decision on the draft decision

recommended for adoption in paragraph 3 of that report. May I take it that

the Assembly wishes to adopt the draft decision?

The draft decision was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: We have thus concluded the present stage of our

consideration of 'agenda item 147.

AGENDA ITEM 18 (continued)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES: PENDING ~POINTMENTS: SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE
SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING
OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES: LETTER FROM GRENADA
(A/471812)

The PRESIDENT: I should like to draw the attention of the Assembly

to a letter dated 25 November 1992 from the Permanent Representative of

Grenada to the United Nations addressed to the President of the General

Assembly (A/47/812).

In that letter the Permanent Representative of Grenada requests that

Grenada should be admitted to membership in the Special Committee on the

Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting

of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

After consultations with regional groups, the President of the General

Assembly has nominated Grenada as a member of the Special Committee on the

Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting

of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

May I take it that the General Assembly takes note of that nomination?

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 7.20 p.m.
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