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ANNEX "AM

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS FROM THEE

NORTH AMERICAN REGION INDIGENOUS MATIONS UNITED MNATIONE SATELLITE MNEETING

April 1 - 2, 1993, Ottawa, Canada

1. Indigenous peoples are peoples in the international legal
sense of enjoying a right of self-determination as guaranteed in
numerous intermational instruments,. including the United Nations
Charter, the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights, and the
United Rations International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. .
Indigenous peoples are "peoples" in the international sénse of
‘having distinct identities, territories, governments, languages,
and cultures. The right of self-determination of indigenous peoples
.should be recognized by all states without disc¢crimination on any
basis. :

3. Indigenous treaties should bhe recognirzed internationally and
respected by states according to their spirit and intent. The
. nation-~to-nation character of indigenous treaties should be respect
by all nation-states amd treaties ghould be implemented in keeping
with this relationship. Breaches of the obligations in the treaties
should be treated as sericus violations of international law and as
a form of discrimination against indigenous peoples. In
interpreting the treaties, special attenticn should be given to the
understanding of treaties as articulated by indigenous pecples in
their own languages. :

4. There should be permanent institutions at the United Rations
to address human rights issues which indigenous peoples face
globally. Several ideas were suggested by participants including
the creation of an institution like that of WHO or UNESCO with a
mandate to ensure the development of indigenous nations and the-
protection of the human rights of indigenous peoples. It was also
suggested that the United Nations establish an indigenous
pesace-keeping team to intervene in gonflicts between nation-states
and indigenous nations. The- need for institutional reform was
identified as wurgent and timely particularly as 1993 is the
International Year of Indigenous Peoples.

5. Indigenous peoples should have easier access to existing
United Nations human rights bodies and institutions. The ECOSOC
“~requlations on access to thesae bodies should ba raconsidered in
light of the needs and political structures of indigenous natioms.
In this regard, more flexibility should be introduced to enable



indigenous representatives the broadest access to all United
Nations institutions and forums including the upcoming World
Conference on Human Rights. In addition, indigenous pecples‘ issues
should be permanent items on the agendas of Human rights bodies
within the United Rations, including the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights, and within regional systems for the protection and
promotion of human rights. '

6. International human rights protections for indigenous nations
should emphasize the protection of collective rights and the rights
of peoples. While individual rights were also acknowledged as
significant, collective rights were identified as crucial for
indigenous survival and development as distinct peoples and
nations. : . ‘

7. International nation-states recognition of indigenous rights
to territories, including ownership, stewardship, and. indigenous
uses of the land for hunting, trapping, fishing and gathering
should be granted immediately with urgent steps adopted to respect
and implement these <rights into domestic law. Indigenous
territorial rights include rights to seas, waters, sub=surface
resources and the air. '

3. Priority should be given to indigenous knowledge regarding the
avironment and sustainable practices for envirommental protection
and sustalnable economic development. The protection of the
:avironment should be identified as a critical objective of nation-
states and this objective ghould be approached in a manner which is
zonsistent with the recognition of indigenous nations as the
srimary stewards of their territories.

g. Indigenous peoples must be free from human rights violations
caugsed by military activities on their territories. o such
activities =should be engaged in by nation-states or military
organizations without the explicit prior.informed consent of the
indigenous nations affected.

10. State policies based on the extinguishment of indigenous
Fﬁaples' rights, including treaty rights or other rights, are
Viclations of internmational human rights law and must be explicitly
rohibited. Moreover, any reference .to such extinguishment
gxplicitly or implicitly in agreements and policies must be
considered null and veoid - and unenforceable in domestic or
internaticaaml law because such references are violations of
/aternational human rights norms. -

11. International border restrictions which limit indigepous
2oples’ access to their relatives, territories, or spiritual sites
should be immediately eliminated.

12. The agenda of the World Conference on Human Rights should
mclude a specific agenda item(s) on indigenous peoples’ human
¢ights situation. The Working Group on Indigenocus Populations
should continue working on a draft declaration on the rights of




indigenous nations. It should also continue to ‘function as a
standard-setting body, and exercise its mandate to annually review
developments in specific nation-states and regioms.

13. The freedom of religion of indigenous nations should be
protected in North America and under intermational human rights law-
through- the development of specific standards to protect the
situation of indigenous peoples. Indigenous freedom of religion
must include continued use and access to sacred sites and
ceremonjial and religious objects or plants, without interference by
the state or non-indigenous citizens of the state.

14. 2An international forum for the settlement of disputes between
States and indigenous peoples should be established in order to
promote peaceful settlement of conflicts. Such an intermational
forum could include all techniques of dispute resolution including
mediation, negotiation and adjudication. Indigenous values should
inform the process and norms for the settlement of disputes.



