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PETITION FRCM EDC-SEFVICFM@I OF THE R.W.A.F.F. CONCERNING THE
CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISH AND UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION

(Circulated in mccordance with rule 85 and supplementary rule F of the
rules of procedure for the Trusteeship Council)

E}C"SQrVice}neri' Of .bhe R-W-A.F..F.
"esident et New-Bell Bassa
cuals (¢/o Box 492, Douala)

. Douals, 6 December 1954 .

o the Chairmen of the Fourth Committee
of the United Nations General Assenbly,
Hew York -

{To. Afle tter

Swbject: PETITIONS

8ir, _ _
We, ex=-servicemen of the Royal West Africa Frontier Force, meeting in
gereral assembly at our usual headq_uartérs ‘on 29 November 1954,

~ Having considered the current situstion and the present policy of fche
Adninistering Authorities in the Cameroons, we see that we can expect no
Satisfaction of £he claims we have been pressing since our demobilization in
Lo46. We are always bearing sbout the sums of money granted to ex-servicemen
of the R.W.A.F.F. and the F.F.L., but we have received nothing so far. Even
When wetre gimply looking for a job, the fact of being an "ex-servicemen”
eems to be the greatest crime in the world. Here we sre obliged to pay
pCO frs. for membership in the ex-servicements association in order to try to

Ret work and even then we don't get it.
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Taxes are being inereased, for us Jjust aé for the civilians, and the
French Administrotion isconstantly sending us to the British zone, while the
British Administration sends us back to the French zone, end so on. And yet
when FRAICE and ENGLAIDD were in need of help, a great regiment rose to defend
tren; FRANCE and ENGLAND were saved. They took advantage of these exploits

to maintain the division of our ccuntry. In fine, the Cemeroonians have

served the two Admiristering Authorities w:1l. The Cameroons sacrificed her

sons to rescue FRAIICE and ENGLAND but the two Administering Authorities have

forgotten the socrifice. The people of our country are crushed beneath the

burden of oppression and tyranny; we strongly prctest ageinst such abuses and
restrictions and we want prompt REUNITICATION OF THE CAMEROONS and a dete
fixed for the granting of independence to our country.

Day after day we cpreal to the United Nations to realize the plight of
the ex-servicemen and to remedy it so that we may live free from want.

If the true facts were taken into account, we should have thought that
France end England would be the first of the Member States to be grateful to
us and would not oﬁLy setisfy the legitimate claims we have placed before the
United NHations but would recognize our country!s right to gelf-determination.

We hope that ocur request will receive favoursble consideration.
We have the honour to be, etc.

Ex=-servicemen
(Signed) A. Gabrielsud

(The following page gives &
list of 32 signatures)
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