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' Note by the Secretary-General: In accordence with rule 8t of the rules of
:'ocedlire for the Tfusteeship Council , the Secretary-General has the honoui{ to
- ransmit herewith to the members of the Trusteeéhip Council a comnu-nication‘dated
1 November 1949 from Mr. Manuel Maria do Rio concerﬁing the Trust Territory of the
smeroons under French Administration, together with one addendum. This - '
ommunication and the addeﬁd.uxn were tianosmitted to the‘ Secretaxy@éﬁeml by the B
‘inited Nations Vieiting Mission to Trust Territories in West Africa. -

RECEIVED
JAN 121950

pHiTCD HATIONS
netVES

-__,_f/

/Manusl Maria Do Rio



|

T/PET, 5/11
nge 2

Manusl Maris Do Rio
Contractor

Yaundé - ' : Yaunde, 11 November 1949

To the Chairman of the Trusteeship Councills
 Visiting Mission at present in the Camercons,

YAURDE.

Sir, , _

Having 5een ordered to léaVe the Cameroons by an‘eipulsibn order issued on
;5.September 1949 by the Acting High Cémmissionor of the French Republic In the
Cameréohs, I have thélhonour'to fequest the Intervention of the coupetent office
of the United Nations to secure the repeal of that decision, which embodies a
serious edministrative error of which I am the victim. 7

I ama building materials contractor of Portuguese nationality, and settled
in the French Cameroons in 1938.. In 1044 I moved to Berberati (French Equatorial
Africe) whille retaining in the French Cameroons certain business interests which
entitle me to civic rights there.

At Berberati I placed my professlonal experience at the disposal of the

 '; Adminisfration, end could reasonably hope for a peaceful life. In 1946, however,

anh Administrator (now In prison for the murder of & native) was appointed who,

- for reasons which are still not clear and which were pérhaps to some extent
political, entertained a particular hatred tuwards me and bitterly persscuted me
until, in 1943, he obtained the order for my expulsion.

I then returmed to the French Cameroons. My record was transferred from
Berberatl to the Cameroons, where the Administration; considering only the form
without inguiring into the substance of this record, has Just decided on my
éxpulsion.

This decision wiﬁes out at one blow eleven years of persevering effort and
involves my moral and malterial ruin.

In the documents which I take the likerty of attaching you will find a

detailed account of the facts of this sad story.

/I have Informed
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I have informed the Lisbon diplomatic authorities, for it is extremely
urgent that I should obtain an extension of permission to stay in the country »
in order to enable the French Administration to clarify this lamenteble affair.

Confident that you will give my petition your kind attentlon, I have the
honour ete,

(signed) M.M.REI0 -
Received at United Nations Headquarters on 28 November 194g.

Attached documents:

1. Copy of letter to the Governor
of Ubanghi-Shari.

2. Chronological statement of the facts. -

/MANUEL MARIA DO RIO -
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MANUEL MARIA DO RIO
BERPERATT

Bangui, 21 October 1948

REGISTERED

To the Governor of Ubanghi-Shari
Banaui. '

Sir,

I take the liberty of submitting for your consideration a statement of the
events which have teken place since my arrival at Berberati in 1Lk, _

I hope you will deign to read 1it, and, if you think proper, to take the-
necessary steps to end the hostility disylajed.tqwards me by Mr. Auwzuret, Chief
District Officer at Berberati, and arvange for the repeal of the expulsion order
fequested by the Chilef Reglonal Off'icer at Mr. Auzuret's instigaticm.

I have in my posaession complete documentary proof of everything I say
regerding myselfl.

I desire only to work, and, as I have alvays succeeded In doing except with
Mr. Auzuret, to remain on good terms with the fdministratdrs and the Administration
in general. ’

¥or your Information I add that by the same mail I am sending a copy of my
gtatement to the Governor-General of French Equatorial Africa.

Hoping that you will give this matter your kind consideration, I have the
honour stc. ’ )

CCPY

On L October 1939, I was engaged, pursuant to Order No. 2379 of the High
Commissioner of the French Republic in the Camerocns, as a supervisor of public
vorks under the Government of the Cameroons. I left the public works service on
31 July 194Y of my own choice. My resignation was accepted by DRecision No. 1231
of the Governor of the French Cemercons dated 24 July 194k, and I went to work
with Mr. YAVIER, planter at Berberati, with whom I stayed from 1 August 1gh4Lk till
31 December 1945, T resigned from that post for the sole reason that I had never
. veceived my pay. Mr. Xavier was ordered to pay me by order of the Court of Appeal,
but as he was at that time in Europe, the order to pay was refurned by the

/Enforcement Officer
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Enforcement Cfficer attached to.the.Court of Summary Jurisdiction at Bev‘oerati on

25 Sepbemocr 195,8 T am still waiting for- m,r wages.

On 26 Ap":il a8 ooncession was granted to me at Berberati by the Brazzav*lle
authoritios for the manufacture of tiles and bricks and for stock-ralsing and
market gardening. ‘ 4 '

I nade armngemen‘ca to begin all the activities I had undertaken to engage
in, and majnvained very éocd relations with the Administration, doing several .Jobs '
for it for vwhich I received ne payment, :

After the arrival in 1946 of Mr. Auzuret Chief Disfrict Officer, all went
well unt 1; 15 September lghb, on which date he sent me & note asking me to go to
& yard it which I hadﬁ previously been working. Belng very busy that dey, I was
unable to accede to his reQuest_. From that time on, Mr. Auzuret began to uske
difi‘icultiés for inga' andA prevént me from carrying out my work. |

ek ..Ssﬁtember 1oko, after an ungrounded complaint had been lodged against ’
me by & netive who alleged that he had been bitten by a dog belonging to me,
Mr. A'ﬁizkuret: came to we with the native who had made the complaint and threatened
to expe‘i me and \iithdraw my concesslon, In the presence of my whole staff he
told ms that he was going to take away all my worlmen and that I was "like the
Jermans, bécausé Portugal was a dictatorship just like Germeny". ‘ '

On 20 November 19k6, following an administrative circular asking the people
to velcome bhe Governor of Ubanghi-Shari, I went to the meeting place and there in
the presence of all the Europeans and the native population, Mr Auzuret renewed
his insults and threats of expulsion and withdyaval of the concession. stating that
I had been expelled from the Caineroons, vhich was absolutely untrue. On 22
Yovember 191+6 I wrote asking the Governor for an appointment in order to explain
these facts and put an end to the situation.

Mr. CORBIFR, the Chief Regicnal Ofiicer, told me that the Governor wae bus,;
and that I would be summoned I never was summoned. L

On 20 December 191&0, Mr, Auzuret excluded me from the distribution of manioc
from the villages which had been allocated to me as sources of food for my workers,
¥ho naturally left their work. : - s

On 18 December 1946 I went to see the -Chief Regional 0fficer about this. 'He'
tonfirmed that the two villages of Gadalo end Ouapo had been allocated to me, and
he authorized me to continue wy purchases, ’

/In accordance
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- -In &ccordance with custom, however, T obtained the Chief D*si'ric? 0f ficer's
guthorization to recruit workers in the village of Gamboula I was wable to

~ obtain them, in'spite of the requests I addressed to Mr. Auzuret. After I had

presented my authorization to the v1llage chief he informed me that Mr. ﬁuzuret

had taken-it and torn It up on the spot. 7

Encouraged by that ettitude, the nmatives from that time on bélgé,n to be
obstructive tovards me. - - o - D . ’

In my concession I pomes=ida herd of pigs, goats and‘eheep..

In 1947, Mr. GERPY, & Public Works official, asked my pernission to quarry
stones in my concesslon to supply the Adminlstration's reguirements ne*ar‘ my
brick and tile works.' : ' " -

; In September 1947, Mr: Auzufet , acting on the complaint of a native who
claimed that he had baen bitten- by & pig telonging to me, sentenced me to & fine
of 200 francs, which I paid, althougb +ths animal would harm..lj have bitten the
native unless i1t had first been angered by threa.ten ng gestures or 111 treatment. h

On 29 Jenvery 1948, Mr, Auzuret sent. an armed gua‘rd. to my works with orders
to take some workmen away from my yard. '

On 17 May 1948 T was the victim of =mn accident which took place as I was
crogssing a bridge thet was being repairad on Mr. Auzurei's orciers’. The road )
had not been cleosed and:- there was nothing to indicate the danger. I wae siightly ‘
wounded, the worker who was In the lorry was seriously wéﬁ:ided and another vas |
bruised. A passing lorry took me, together with the workmen y to the D’ist‘ric’t
Chief, Mr. Auzuret did not seem perturbed and said the road had not been open
'to traffic (although no circular had bean issued about this) and that =

consequently_ the Administration was not responsidle. I vwas therefore unable to
make a rsport for insurance purposes. I was uneble to obtain foom the Chief
. Reglonal Officer, with whom I wished to come to an understanding, any certifict_a.i;e_
éntitling me to compensation, or any relrburssment for_my\lo'ss'es.

Ths fact that theres had bsen nothing to indicate danger an_d.' o warning
Involved me in serious loss. I attempted to bring back my lorry. The natives,
however, even those on my?yé%-aff , avare of my difficultles with the District Chief,
refused to help me, in erite of the large reward I promised them. I had a
~ violent altercation with the' workman who was wounded at the tims of the accxident.
e complained, and, displaying wounds he had sustained in the accident, said that
- I had struck him with the crank of the lorry, which was not true. The Chief

] /Regional 0fficer
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Reglonal Officer toock advantage of the occasion to sentence me to a fine of
2,000 francs and fifteen days! imprisorment with otay of exem.m on,  thinking.
that this penalty would result in my e.acpuls ion. I appealed a.gain,st the decision
and the case 1s pending. | o

The next day, at about 3. An the mornirg , the same workman came to .my house
to i.nsult and threaten me. - I lodged 3 complaint aga:{nst him but to no purpose,

On 8 June’ g8 T surnrised a native in the act of killing 2oue of my pigs.

I br oug‘z“t a native guard, who took par“icule.le, and then I Lodged a complaint,
for reasons unknown to me, no acticn has been taken on this com;;)laint.'A

on 22 Juiy 1948, at the request of the Of‘ficer‘_ih command of the troope at
Bouar, I proceeded‘ to inspect.soms land to ascert-a'in whether bricks could be .
manufactured thers, ' |

I left _my concession afte“ cl os:{ng my shop and installing a guard.

Eight days Jater, on my return from Bouar, I'noticed that the wall of my
shop had been plerced, and thet pebrol, oil and ‘gome small 1tems had._be_en atolen.

I discovered that a native wao wanted petrol had forced an entry in that way.
Two or three days later, in my ebsence, the inhabitsuts of some neighbouring
villages kiiled several snimals on my premises w‘ith arrows and spesrs. » I had &
report drawn up by & Europsan gendsrme ard lodgzed a complamt » on vhich no action
was taken. o ' | o . L :

On 3 August 1948 an-Administration chauf feur named Paul IAVAVE¥ was sent by
the Administrator td catch three pigs in my concess 101';1, The native guard whom I
vent to see told me the driver must have thought they were wild plags. I went to
Bee the Deputy Administrator ebout this, and hé replisd thaﬁ two of the pigs had
bean sent to the hospital for food end one hed been kept for his perscnal needs.
On inqu*ring at the hospital, I learned that‘ only one had been receivéd and not
‘wo. One of the two had therefors disappeared, -

On 9 August 1948, Mr, GERFY!'s workers set fire to my sheds, destroying
3,000 -8 0ci8) tilas stored there and thus causms me damage es*imamed at betweel
180,000 and . 200,000 franca.. . ¢ '

When I wort to see the Chief Regional Oi‘ficer o inform him, about this, he
roposed Lo me, in order to avoid creating diff.;cultiea thet I should have the _
theds rebuilt with materials and labour to be supplied, I accepted that :
8rrangement, although T suffered considerable loss , ow:lng to the destruc\,ion of

/the filés
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the t1les and the stoppage of work.

Having, 1n spite of that promiae, seen neither mate&ials nor Ja*oow, I. -
wrote Lo the Chief Regional Officer ‘on 3 September 1948, In 1ep13 to that letter \
"I received some tiles. On 18 September 1948 I asked Mr. Gerpy by letter for s0me
vorkmen-tS begin the vork.- Xe allocatsd to me 6. few na.tive worlfers " who were
withdrewn some days later. Since then my work hae been at & ste.ndstill and my
position seriously endangered therebv.

I have never been able to discover ‘th Mr. Auzu et, who is at the bottom ox
211 these difficultios, has gought only fo ham ue, while et the same time he
"elps other Eur opee.ns, ‘whether they werd of ny nationa.li’cy or not, and even
though T have been in French Equator"a.l Africe since 1938, and had previoaely
had no trouble with the administrative services, for which as & matter of fact,

I worked from 1939 to 194,

Thus , Tor exemple, in 1947 s Mr. Auzuren huahed up ‘a serious incident that
uad taken place in the GOUVELA plantation wbe ‘eac, I such an :lncid.ent had. taken
place .in my business, 1t would have dari ver:, ,'erious consequenr'es. _

Mr. SARATVA, the Euvopesn in churge of taat pl 'mta.tion, went to. find. Mr
'iu?uret whom ne met in the village of Papaye. tL Auzuret made four natives
lie déwn on the ground and had them whipped until they bled, In & lamentable
dtate, the workmen were then imprisoned. _ FE . -

My, Auzuvet left some armed guards with M. alniva s oi'derin,g that the same .
treatment shovld be given ‘co all the workers th hm f‘l«ad to. their villa ages.. The
order wag carilod cut. The’ séede lusied for thres c’e ',r:z w4l th e ChLei ?egional
O ficer learacd ci it and sent Auzuret himse 2 1n a cur to bring bac& “the gu&rds-

Since 1t was a asrious matter, the woun“ed ns.tives were sent to hospital end
then returned to prisca. ° ' '

-~

The Chief Regional Officer having gone to Bangui and Brazzaville for some
ilme, Mr. Auzureb deputized for him during his absence and took a,o.vantage of the
occcaslon to-releass the’ prisoners and dest roy the records relatiug to the matter,
thus securing the removal of all rocords of his own and the guulds’ reprehensible
ots. et R S

Other more :interestmg casos have occurrcd not onlv in my cese but also in
hat of Mr. Santini ’ planter and. trader at Berberati. He loaged a complaint
shich resulted in a visit by the PutIic Progecutor.

4

L /The machinations
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The machinations of Mr. Auzuret, District Chisef, strike me as quite
ncompatible with the Instructione contained in the Msuorandum by the Governor- ’

‘eneral of French Equatorial Africa, published in the Jowmnal Officiel of
L Cctober 1938,

*
* *

~

On 13 November 1948, the Berberati Chisf ngional Offlcer forced me to lea#e
rench Equatorial Africa without granting mé any interval in which to settle my
ffelrs, which I was obliged to abandon. It appears, howsver, that as the result
f a request for stay of execution that I had addressed to the Governor, a certain -
nterval was grented me in which to settle my affairs. 'Unfortunately, however,

he decision to grant a period of grace was in no way couveyed to me.
. * .
. * * )

I therefore returned to the Camei‘oons, hoping to stay there and work in ,
wace. Unfortunately, even in the Caweroons, which I row look upon as my couniry, i
nd in which I have impbrtant business Intsrests, I experienced further troubles.

I have & lorry with which I can work end earn enough to keep myself, but I
@ having serious difficulty in obtaining the fuel and other necésaai'y materisls.
or no reasén at all, T am being‘deprived of the right to live. - _

I ves even arrested and placed in the hovse of detention at Yaulnde'for no
ood reason, and was not released until I had furr;ished gec\urity in the amount of
3,000 francs. | | S . |

Yet Europeans of various nations seem to have come to the Comeroons without
aving pervicusly obtained a permit of residence. It would be somewhat indiscrest
"2 unfair to mention here the names of these irmigrants, which might be brought A
3 light through an inguiry. - '

/ADDENDUM NO. 1
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Manuel Maria Do Rio’ Gloas Lol Thoow . ’, ADDEIH)UM —

Centractor ™ - S P AT RSN | . | ) P ) .

YB.UII&.B . ! - : ) Lhe '\ e - SN c
Lo Younde, 22 November i94g

Registera&

The Chairman of ‘the Trusteeship Council's
Vjsibi.v ‘ziss*cn a.t presen‘c in tne Ceanmeroons,
YAULDE,
Sir, o
I am writing with further reference tomy letter to you of 11 Novembef 1949.

The Police Departuwent has now accelerated the ey:puléidn procedure, and, |
. ignoring the grounds I had pleaded in suppoi‘t of an extension of my pericd of
resldence, has notified me that I must. leave the Territory before the enrl of the
month B ) . \ : , .

I must therefore leave withow‘ having been able to bring to light the =
adminietrative error of which I.em the victim, and with no chance of: attending -
to such person&l afxairs as the eettlewent of accounts, the collection of bills,
the completion of contracbs &nd the sale of equipment {lorries,.tools).:

My Biuuauion 1\:1 tlagic. Only your Intsrvention -could induce the local

authorities to s+ay the e;cpulsion ordor.

Trusting in your spirit of fairness and in the worth of the Institutioza
which Jou repzesent I have ‘the honocur et.c. e A

{e igned) L e .( ﬁleg:t_fola) , i

Recolved at United Nations Beadquarters on 1 December 1949.





