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Note by tho Secretary-General: In a.ccord.ence with rule 84 of the. r·ules of 

~oced;re for the Trusteeship Council, the Secretary-General. has the honou~ to 

· ranamit herewith to -the members of the ·Trusteoship Council a communication_ dated 

.i ·1:fovember 1949 from Mr. Manuel Maria do Rio concerning the Trust ~erritory of the -

ameroons under French Ad.rn.1n1stratio.'1, together with one addendU:JD.. This 
. ' ... ..., 

·ommunication and the addena.um were tra!lamitted to the Secretary-General by the 
. . 

fnited Nations Visiting Mi.ssion to Trust Terr:itories in West Africa. 

RECEIVED 

J/\N 12 1950 

T rn NATI ONS UNI ...,u 

/H~ c iH VES 

/Manuel Maria Do Rio 
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Manuel Maria Do Rio 

Cont.ractor 

Yaunde 

To the Chai11Dan of the Trustees~ip Council's 

Visiting Mias ion at present :i.n t,h~ Camero~IlB, 

Y.AUNDE. 

Si:r·' 

Yaunde, ll November 1949 

Having been ordered to leave the Ca:neroons .by an. expuls fon order issued on 

15· September 1949 by the Act :t~g Hi~ Commies ionor of the :French Republic in the 

Camero611s, r· have the_ honour. to requ€st the intervention of the competent office 

of the United Nations ~a.secure the repeal of that decisiqn, which embodies a 

serious administrative error of which I am the vic~im. 

I am a bui~ding materials contl·actor of Portuguese nationality, and settled 

1n the French Cameroons in 1938. In 1944 I moved to Berberat 1 (French Equatorial 

Africa) while retaininB in the French Cameroons certain business interests which 

entitle me to civic rights there. 

At Berbel'ati I placed. my professional experience at the disposal of the 

· · Admillistration, and could reasonably hope for a peaceful life. In 1946, however, 

a,n Administrator· (now in prison for the murder of a native) was appointed who, 

for reasons which are at ill not clear and which -were perhaps to some ext·ent 

political, entertained a !)articular hatred towards me and bitterly persecuted me 

until, in 1943, he obtained the order for my expulsion. 

I then returned to the French Cameroons. My record was transferred from 

Berberat 1 to the Cameroona, where the Administration, cons ider·ing only the form 

without inquiring into the substance of this record, has just decided on my 

expulsion. 

This decision wipes out at one blow-eleven years of persevering effor~ and 
involves my moral and material ruin .. 

In the documents which I take the liberty of attaching you will find a 

detailed accmmt of the facts of th 1s sad story. 

/I have ir1for:med 
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I have informed the Lisbon diplomatic authorities, for it is extremely 

urgent that I should obtain an extension of :permission ·to at~y in the country 

in order to enable the French Administration to clarify this lamentable affair. 

Confident that you will give my petition your kind attention, I have the 

honour etc. 

(signed) M.M. ·:aro· 

Received nt United Nations Headquarters on 28 November 1949. 

1\ttached documents: 

l. Copy of letter to -the. Governor 

of Ubanghi-$har1. 

2. Chronolo~ica.l s~atement -of the facts~ 

/MANUEL MABIA DO RIO . 

~ .. ! . 
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Ml-tNUEL MAlUA DO HIO 

BERBERA1I' I 

REGISTF.J:OOJ 

To the Governor of Ubanghi..Shari 

Bangui. 

Sir, 

Bangui, 21 October 1948 

I take the liberty of submitting for your consideration a statement of the 

events which have taken place since my arrival at Berb~rat1 in 1944. 
I hope you w:f.11 deign to read 1 t, and, if you think proper, to take tlie - · 

n~ceasary steps to end the hostility d::i.s:played t~wards me by Mr. Auzuret, Chief 

District Officer at Berberati, and ar:r:anee for the repeal of the expulsion order 

requested by the Chief Reg:i.onal Officor at Mr. Auzuret'a instigation. 

I have in my posaeeaion comple·te documentary :proof of eve:cyth:ing I say 

regarding myself. 

I desire only to l-:ork, and, as I have always succeeded in doing except with 

Mr. Auzuret, to remain on good te1ws with the J..dministratora and the Administration 

1n general. 

For your mfo:rmation I add that by the same mail I am send.ins a copy of my 

statement to the Governor .. General of French E\i_uatorial Africa. 

Hoping that you will give t-hia matter your kind consideration, I have the 

honom: etc. 

COPY 

On 4 October 1939, I was engaged, pursuant to Ordei ... No. 2579 of the High 

Comm.1ssioner of the French Republic in the Cameroons, as a supervisor of :public 

works uwler the Government of the Cameroona. I left the public -works service on 

31 July 1944 of my own choice. My resignation was accepted by Decision No. 1231 

of the Governor of the French Cameroons dated 24 July 1944, and I went .to work 

·dth Mr .. XAVIER, planter at Berberati, -w:tth -whom I stayed from l .August 1944 till 
-31 December 1945. I resigned fro11 that post for the sole reason that I had never 

ceceived my pay. Mr. Xavier ·was ordered to pay me by order of the Court of .Appeal, 

but as he was at that time in Europe, the order to pay was returned by the 

/Enforcement Officer 
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Enforcement Office:r attached to .the_.Court of Smmnary Jurisdiction at :Berbera~1 on 
, < •' ,. - • ~ • . . 

25 September 1948.. I am still ·waiting for-~ wages. 

On 26 April a concession was gra..~ted to me at Berberati.by the Brazzaville 
'• ' . .. 

au~horities fo~ the manufacture of tiles and bricks and for stock-raising and 

market gardenins. 

I made_ arrangements to begin all the activities I had undertaken to engage 

in, and majnta:lned very good relations with the Administra.tion, 1 doing several jobs 

for it for vtl11ch I received no payment • 
.r : , 

Af_ter the a_rrival in 1946_ of Mr. Auzuret ,- Chief District Officer, all went 

well unt 11: 15 September 1946, on which date he sent me a note asking me to go to 

a yard 1n which I had previously been work:ing. :Being very busy that day, I was 

unable to accede to his request. From. that t;ime on, Mr. Auzuret began to UIB-ke 

diff1c~~t i~s fo; m~. and. prev~nt. me from- carrying out 1J1..Y work. 

6n 2~ September 1946, af_te:c an un~ound.ed com:pla.:!nt had been lodged against 

me by a ne.ti:v:e· who alleged that he bud been bitten by a dog belonging to •me, 

Mr. Auzuret:- came to me with the native who had made the complaint and threatened 

to expel me ,and withdraw my concession. In the presence of my whole staff he 

told me th~:t he _·was gqing to take away all my workmen and that I was n like the 

Germana., becaus~ Portugal was a dictator·ship just like Gertna..,y". 

on·?o'Novembe~ 1946, following an ~dminiatrative circular asking the people 

to welcome. the Governor of Ubanghi-Shar:l, I went to the meeting place and there 1n 
, . 

the presen.ce of. all the Europeans and the native population., Mr. Auzuret renewed · 

his insults and threats of expulsion and withdra:wal of t_he concession.•.- stating that· 

I had been expelled from the Cru:neroons, which waa absolutely untrue. On 22 

Yovember 1946 I wrote asking the Gqv~rnor ~or an appointment 1n order to· explain 

these facts , and put an end to the situation. 

Mr. CORBIER, the Chief Regional Of:ficer, told me that the Governor was busy 

and that I ·would be summoned. I never was summoned. 

On 'i.O December 1946, Mr. Auzuret excluded :me from the distribution of Infmioc 

from villages which had been allocated to me as a,ources .of food for my workers, 
. . 

r1ho nature.Uy left th,eir wo1·k. 

On 18 December .1946 I went to s~e the -Chief Regional Off:i.cer about this. · He 

confirmed t}:l~t the two villa~es of Gadalo and Ouapo_ had been allocated to me, and 
he authorized me to contin~e my -,purchases. 

't f 

/m accordance 
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-.. In :ec·oordance with custom, however, f···obt~ined the ·chief TI,i.str1ct Officer's 
. . . 

e.uthorizatio:::i to recruit workers in the vfllage of Gamboula. I was ~1able to 

obtain them, in''apite or" the requests I addressed .. to Mr. Auzuret. After I had 

presented my author1zatfon··to tlie· viilage chief; he informed. me that· Mr. Auzuret 

had takendt and torn it ur, o..'l the spot. 

Encouraged. by·-tha·t· e.-btitude, ··the' 'na.tivea:·from that tree on began to be 

obstructive towards me.- · ·. 

L--i my concessio:i I poroie6d.a herd of :pigs, ·goats and· sheep, 

LYl 1947i Mr. GEE.Pt~ a Public Works official,' asked my pernission to quarry 

atones in my concemi:J.on to supply'·the Administration's reg_uirements near my 

brick and.-t.ile. wbrka. · • ·: 

L"l September 1947, Mr~ Auzuret~ acting on 'the complaint of a ne..tive -who 

claimed that he had been bitten· by a. pig belonging to me, sentenced me to a_ fine _ 
I • .....:'.,. ' .• • • • 

of 200 i'ra...'"1cs, which I paid, althou&11 ths &"1.:lmal would b~d.ly have bit~en: the 

native unless -·it bad ·first- bes.:i iu1se·red. by threatening gestures or ill treatment. 

On 29 January 1948, Mre· Auzure-t sent an. ermed guard to my works with orders 

to take so~e workmen away.from·my- yard. 

On 17 May 1948 I was the victim of an accident which took place as I was 

crossing a bridge that -was being repairad on·Mr. Auzuret's orders. The road 

had not been closed ·and.·. there ·was noth:!.ag to ::tncl;tcate the ·danger., I was slightly 

«ounded, ·the worker who was 1n the lorry v-.~M seriously wounded and another was 

bruised.· A passmg lorry took me, together with the workmen, ·to the District 

Chief. Mro Auzuret did not seem perturbed and sa.:ld the road had not been open 

'to traffic (although no circular had bea:i issued about -,this) and 1:,bat . 

consequen~ly_ the Administration waa·not· responsible. I was therefore unable to 

make a report foi~ insurance purposes~ I was · unable to obtain f:-:_cm -the ~ch_ief 

_ Regio:ia.1 Officer, -with whom I wished to collie to an ur..clerstand.i."1g1 any certificate 

entitl:lng me to compensation, or any reimbursement for my,losses. 

Th:) fact that there had been nothm.g · to indicate danger and no warn:lng . 

involv:ed me in seriotta. loss. I attempted to bring ·back my lorry. The natives, •c 

• l 

however, even those on myo/~J.iaff, e,ware of my difficulties with the Distr'ict Cl}ief, 

refused .:to help nie ,·' i.ri s::;-ite of the large .. reward I pro!Ilised them. _I had a 

violent altercation with the' workman ·who was wotm.ded at the time of the accident. 

Re c_omplained, and, displaying wounds he ha.d sustained in the accident, sa:i.d that 

I had struck h :1m -with the crank oi' the lorry, which vas not true., The Chief 

/Regional Officer 
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Regional Officer took advantage of the occasion to sentence me to a fine of 

2,000 fr~"lcs end fifteen days t 1Ll~risor®ent with otay of. ~xeqution,. t~1~king. · · 

that this :Penalty would result in my ax:pu.ls ion. I appealed agai~st the -dec:ts ion 

and the case is pending. 

~he 1:ext. day, at _about 3 .. :hi· the ··morning·, the same wor·kn;an _C.~~ to __ my house 

to ~9~t ~d .threaten m~. ~ I lodged s complaint against him,_ bu~ .to no purpose. 

On 8 June· 19~ I. surpr:iaed e. na.-ti've in the a.et of_ kill~g ~o~e of my pigs. 

I brou.gbt: a· ~tive g~rd, vho took particulars; and then r. ·l~dg~d a complaint. 

For rea.so.ns unkno,;,m to me,· no act ion has been taken on thi~ complaint., .. 

On 22· Juiy 1948, at: the request of the Officer, 1n corr..mand of the troops at 

Boua.r, I :Proceeded to inspect. soma land to ascertain whether bricks could be 

manufactured. there.~ 

I left __ ~ concesslon after cloa ing my shop and 1nst_alling a guard. 

Eight days µiter, on my_ return from .Boua.r, fnoticed that the wa~l of my 

shop had been pierced, and thee petrol, oil a.nd·eome small items ~ad_b~en Qtolen. 

I diecovered that a nati"re wllo wai.tted pC"trol had 'forced an entry in t~at way. 

Two or thr~e day~ later, in wy absence, the inbabitauts of ~om~ neighb~uring . 

villa.gas killed several e.nirnala o..Tl. my premises with arrows and s:pea;rs. I had a , 

report dra'WD. up by. a European gendanne and lodged a comp~trit, on ,which no action 

vaa taken. 

On 3 A~t l.948 -~ ·Administration chauffeur named Paul IAVAVEY -was sent by 

the Adin.m.iatrator to catch three pigs 1n my co:c.cess ion.. The native guard whonr I 

went to see told me the drher mus·t have ·thought they were wHd :pigs. I went to 

see the Deputy J\dm.miatrator about this, a.nd ha replied tha.t two of the :Pigs had 

been sent- to the hosvital for food end one had been kept for his :pers~l need~~-
.... • ' I 

On 1nqu1r1?g at .the l;loapital, I ie"arned that only one had been received and. not 

two. One. of the two had .therefore disappeared. 

On 9 August 1948, .Mr. GEBPY's workars set fire to my sheds, d~stroying · 

5,C()(} .. e:_',ecia.l tilae .stored there and· thus· ea.using' ma damage estimated at b.e:tween . : · 

180,000 ~. ?09 ,ooo francs • , · · 

When._+ wont to see -~he Chief• Regional Officer ~o :inform him,about t~i_s, he 

~-ad t;0. ·JU8,_ in order to avoid creating difficulties, that I should have the 

Shefu3 ·rebuilt vith matorio.ls and labour to be supplied. I accepted that 

arrangement.~ although I suffered considerable loss 1 owing to the destruction of' 
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the- tiles and ·the stoppage. o:(·wo1 .. k. 

Having, in spite. of that_ promi~~ ," ~seen neither mate7'."'iala ngr labour, I. . ·:,.··· 

wrote ::to: :£he Chief ·Regional ·officer ·on 3 Sept.ember 19.48. ·rn r~:P+Y to· that letter 

· I received.,aome tiles. On l8 September 1948 I asked Mr. Gerpy-.b; lett_;~ ;Q~.-~ome 

workmen··W' bet{in the 'Wor1t~ · lie ailocated 'to .me-~ few na_t~ve wo;ker_s_~- wll~ we~'e . 

withdra-wn some days later. Since then-~ work h~- be~~ ~t a ~~end~~ill and my 

-position eerfouezy ena.a.."'lgered: thereby. 
. : . \· 

I have never been ·able ·to discover ·why' Mr. Auzui·et, who is at the bottofl} of 

:.-.11 these difficult'ies 1 has e·ought 011ly to harm roe·, while at' the same time he~: . 
., ◄ ~ • • ~ . 

1,elps other Etirope·ens; ·whether: they ·were· of ·m;; nationality or not, and even 

. Lhongh I have be-en in French Equatorial.Africa a:tnce 1938, and had :previousl~ 

i1ad no troubJ.e with the ad.ministrative services, for. wh~cli., as a matter of fact,: 

I worked from 1939· t·o i944. 

Thus, for example, 1Ii' ·1947, Mr·. Auzurot huehed.·up-a serious. :tncident that· 

had. taken :place :1n th·e GOUY1!i!A plaritution 'vlbe:reao, H' such a.n incident had -~a.ken•. 

place -in niy' business; it' would have h;:jd ver.-:; .~ericua consequences. . 

. Mr. SARA.IYA, the'Euro~e~ in ·ch~ge of t:1e .. t 1~J.a~t~tion, went t9)~ind ~

 '\uzuret, whom· :rie met in the villa5e of Papa.ye_~ Mr o A~zuret. mad~ four natives 

li.e do'Wl.l on the ::-f.iouud and. had· them whip:ped. until they bled. In a lamentable 

atate, the· workmen were then im!)rison.ed.. . , . . .. 

Mr) Auzu\ .. et· left a~me '.~rmed guards w1th M1.". StU'9,iva, order~g that th_e .f:3~- · 

treatment· shcu.ln. -'be given t~:· aU the· ,-.rcrkers. ~·ho 11~:a.~ fled to. th~ir vil..lages.:., ,:he 
• ' • .. ... + ·~ 1 . • • ' • ~ ~ . •. • . 

order wa;s 'cai·i•iad. '=·ut. The: ace::te ·1.ust,ed fo:- thi•eo' (1-e.y·s until the Qhi~f :R_egiona.l 

vfficer· learri0d. cf it and aerit. A\~zuret,· himae.I} in. n: c~;r t; brfu.g b~~~'.-.. ~n,/~arda. 

Since it ~.r1aa a aeri~,;.s' matter, the wo·un~le·d :19.t.iv~~ werf:' sent to ~cs?!t~~ and 
then returned.>to· pr.1Go:i. · · ·., 

The Chief Reg10llil.l. Officer hav:!ng gone to Ba.n~i · ~ Brazza'ViUe for some 

,~ime ,' Ml". Auzuret de:putize<f for hi~ dUl"'ing liia absence .and took ad.vantage of the . . 

occasion to·: release ·th~. :pi~isoners -~d destroy the record~ relating to "t:he matt~~·~, 

i.:,hua securmg the removal of all records of h_ia own and th~ guards t reprehensible 
: .... ... . . ·. 

tots. \ f, - ·• • 

OtheJ?-· more interesting ·casos have oci~un,.~i not . only ~ my cas,e ·but :alao _.:tn . 
'.:hat of Mr. Santini, planter,.and tl.~d.~r ~t Berb~ra~·i. Ii~_· ~odged ·a.· oompla~t 

.rhich res,ultecf fri: a v:is1t· bf the Pub1:t~ Pros·ecirto·~. 

• tZ,:' . /The ma.china t ions 
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The m~chinations of_Mr. Auzu;ret, District Chief, strike me as quite 

.ncompatible with the :lnstruct:!.ona contained 1n the Mmi1oran.dum by the Governor

:-eneral of French Equatorial Africa, published :in the Jour-nal Officiel of 

l October 1938. 

* * * 
On 13 November 1948, the Berbarn,ti Chief Resional Off1qer forced me to leave 

rench E~uatorial Africa ~ithout granting me any 1nter-val in wh1ch to settle my 

ffairs, which I was obliged to abandon. It appears, however, that as the result 

,f a request for stay of execution that I had addressed to the Governor, a certain 

nterval was g.r·er ... ted me in which to settle my affairs. ·Unfortunately, however, 

he decisio...~ to· gra...,t a period of g:~ace·was in no way conveyed to me. 

* * * 
I therefore returned to the Carc.o:coona, hoping to stay there and work :In 

'>eace. Unfortunately, even :in the Car11e1--oons, which I ~ow look upon as my country,-- -

nd in which I have important business :u1terests, I ex~erienced further troubles. 

I have a lorry with which I _ea~ wo=k and earn enough to keep myself, but I 

,m having- serious difficulty in obtaining the ~uel and other necessary materials. 

or no reason at all, I am being de_priv-ad of the right to live. 

I -we.a even arrested and placed :in the hou.se of detention at Yaunde for no 

:ood reason, and was not released until I ha~ furl:lished ~ecurity 1n t}:le amo~t of 
- ' 

5,000 francs • · 

Yet Euro~eans of various nations sealJl to have come to the Cmn.eroons without 

:iving :pervio,usly _-obtained a pQrmit -of residence. It would be somewhat indiscreet 

- ld unfair to mention here the names of these immigrants, which might be brough~ 

-:> light through an inquiry. 

/ADDIDt"TITJM NO. 1 
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Manuel Maria Do ·Bio' 

Ccntra.ctor ·.· 

Yaunde 

l'he, Chat::!'i:J1.'?..n of the Trusteeship C.01mcil's 
,. • , • ,: ., I • ' • • ~ • • 

Vtaitilij~ }.lj£;aiell a.t pr~Hent in the .Ce.n:.e;roona, 

YAU~illE. 

·s1r.,· 

.ADDE1IDUM NO •. l 

J am:writing with further reference to·my letter to you of 11 November ~949. 
The Police De:partment·has now accelerated the e~~ulai~n procedure, and, 

!snoring the grounds I bad pleaded jn support of an extension of my period of 

resid.ence,. has notified me that ,I muat. lea.ve the _Territol-y before the end of the 
- ~ • ,, • • : ., ,l ~ l , • • '-

month. 

,·. :I must therf;fo_re lea.'1'e without ha.vine been able .. ,to bring to lig."lt ·th~ 

adm~i~tra.~ive ~n~r· o~:which I.em the viotim, and with no chance of-attending.: 

to such pers~nal,aff~ira as the settlement of accounts, the collection of-bills, 

the ~o~;le~ ion ;f-, ~ont~acte , an~ the sale of equipment_, ( loi•riee, tools) • -· 

My sttua:tfon __ i~ tragic.. Only your inl:.e:r.vention·could induce ·the local· 

authori~ies ~o .sta;. th~. e~:pulaio~. order. . . · ·, 
• • : \ ~ _ • "a ,, , • • • • • t • ~ 

Trusting in your spirit of fairness and 1n the worth of the Institution· 

:which .rou :r;ept·eaent, I have .the honour. etc. 
l'" t. • ~• 

; ,' :- " I• ~ ,. 

! ... t . ~ '· . ' 

Received at United Nations Headquarters on l December 1949 • 

• ·• I_. • 




