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His :!::i:cellency 
The Gove:r.no::c, 

La.gas,• Niseria 
Thro' The District Officer,· 

Victoria, &c., &c., 

COPY 

Victoria, British Crunercons 
Under Un:i.t€'d. Kingclom 'I'l"U.steesM.:p 

28 Api•iJ., 1950 

May it pleas~ Your Ex~eliency,; 

WlLBREAS in vi8'-T of_ the facts the.t we, .as a5e,rieved and oppr~0aed. 

:peo:ple, on behalf of both ourselves an:1 tho entire inhabitants of the several 

Villo.ces which we reprenent in the Victo::.."ia Federated Council, d1d, in, 
.• . . ,' ·, ,· 

compliance with -the :uroVision.s laid domi in paras: 2 and 3 of the Government 

Gazette-Ho .. 53 o:f 21st October; 1943, Vol. 30 - Govt. Notice No.1235 ., submit 
. : . . : . . 

our J:)otitiori dated. llth AuGu.st, 19>~9, through the District Officer, Victoria, 

&c., to Yo1..u- Exceliency in Lagos, pi:e.,ri.il.CT earnestly that Jvlr. J. N. WiD.iams 

bo asked to retir~ bonourably from his Cffice of the :President of the 

Fed.era ted Council ·&c., &c.; ~fi thin. the· Finanqial year ended 31st .Max·ch 1950; 

and be Given adequate gratuity .for rias~ services ~endered; a£1d 
2. WHEREAS the District Office~:, Victoria, aforementioned throur.,h whom 

the said petition was subm:! tted did, on the receipt of the sai1i petition. in 
. ., 

his office, write a letter to _us acl-qiowledginc; the receipt thereof, and in 

the same letter assurerl us of his forwarding the said. petition of ours to its 

des.tination; and.· 

3. WHEREAS from the date of the said _petition and. the ac!mowledgment 
. ' 

thereof by the District 0.fi'ice~, Victor:!a, and_-up to the present time of 

w:ri ting this, there has b~en nothillG, f orthcomin13 in the form of a rep_ly from 

the Governor to whom the petition was ~ddressed, and nothing in respect of 

the demn.nd made in the . said petition by us and our "peo:)le done in spite of 

the seriousness of the comr,laints ma.de and .the urgency of our demand; and. 

4 • WHEREAS as o~ Teacher, Protector, Trustee and. Overlord, the. 

Government should have set better example ·before us by adl1ering :!. tself to the 

Rules of etiquete and courtesy trhich demand that a i•e_ply, be it :f'avou:rable or 

otherwise, sh~u.ld be g1. ven to every petition subru. tted to it; and 

/5. WHEREAS 
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WHEREAS ;!.nstead of a reply to our peti tionJ the· Govei.'IlDlent kept, · ani 

still keeps ~liet ovor the important and urgent matter placed before it, and 

allows the party whom we asked in the· said. poti tion to advise. to resign his . 

· ap11oi.nta;ien-t honourably within the fj.nancial year to continue in office till 

tl{is date; and ·1n .. addi tion, has by so doing, led us to the belief that w~ a1~e 

a nonentity and. must therefore submit ours el vea, willy-nilly, • to whatever 

· decision that Governm.ent might arrive e..t~ whether 500<1 or 'brid for the people; 
and 

. . 6. i-ffiIDEAS the Goverr.inent as otu• Teacher &c·., is o.ware that: the treating 

in this roanner a :peti t:!.on from any sreut and co:aaidero.ble body of men is not 

the wo.y to bring abou.t peace in ·the ,country and among the 'peQpie affected, 
. . . ' ' ' . . . . 

. but a sure way of urcinc the :peo:,le to d.emonstra t~ and ag:1 ta te in 01-uor to -

bring thei.l.• standar,i grievance to. the notice of the outside world and the 

Gov-e:rnm.ent for inmiecliate reDJedy; and when such compulsory demonstration is 

· staged by the people, the defenceless and weflk people - tile demonstrators .;. . . 
are .brana.ed as lawless end brea~ers et ·the public· p'eace whlcll deserve nothing 

but to 1)e shot down by either the Police or- the Solcliers which are at all 

·tirues in readiness to obey the order of tJ1e Goverr.J,!lent; and . · · 
. , 

7. WHEREAS in spite of our leei tjma te and right~fous dern1nd that . 

Mr. J. M. lJ5.lli.ams, 0.B.E. should be asked by the· Govexnment to retirt7 

honourably durJng the financial year, the Governmen-t allowed him; s:ince his 

retun1 from the Uni tcd. Kin3dom to continue in office as Head of both Executt·.re 

and Judiciary, apart :from his being a IJa1d member of tJie C .D;C. ( the Co::nerc0ns 

Development Corpora:t:!.on) 13oar4 .. an act or measure which must ref~lect an . '\ . 

1ndellible diserace on the British administration in tbo Cameroons since the 

:progress of_ the age is not a· delusion and halluciriation; exani:.;,le, it is 88.id, 

fs better than precept; and 

8. WRERF.AS u-e are nmt in the age of democracy as. wo have been hear:tng 

it ru.ng in our ears almost every day; therefore since when nny men gives 

cause for his ci tize.nship to be challengc-d as a conaequence of unbecoming 

influence, ati.tocratiq leanings, which might interfere w:! th the ceneral peace, 

order 8:?-d good government,. his il1lllled.iate removal fron_ public office is dictated 

· by expediency; hence the inhabitants of the Villages - men and women, ll terates 
. . 

and illiterates ~ .which we represent in the Victo1·ia. Federated Council aforesaid, 

ar~ right in demanding that Mr. J. H. Williams, 0,B.:;, of V1ctoria, vho is the 

/Government's 
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Government1 s ·' e.nd not the- peo:ple·•s choice, must step d6~~t~es:t~ honourably · 

aiid hand.a off thej_r dist;ict 11oli ties without favour' or fear]" affection or -' 

ill.:.will, but in the inte-./est of pea~e, ord.ej_;. and- good g6v~rr:nieiit; -~s riiariy ,men -
of renm-m-a:na. f~e· i~ Eritish History had' had t.11eir :i:·emo;,mi'fr~ip~blJc off{ce 

enfo1·ccil since th~ "greatest coed :for the gr~test number" is th~ criterion of 
: ,, 

socd ·covernment.''} · an.cl · 
9~ 't-m.ERi:As; it ,-ms mi eL'i:lnent Judee'and nobl~ -.Lofd:.-~ho d.ecla;eJ. as -a ·1~as1c 

axion of den:.ocra tic law thut 0 i t is important not only that ,justice be done·, 

but ·that· ·_justice appears to ba dori~ii'~ ·. Just1ce.-'does· ~~t appear to have been done 

in this matter by the'Go'!;'err.ment \lfth whom ti1e demand. ~f the people had ·b~en 

lodged, and which a:;_)peo.ra · to 1t,ti:5re· 'til'e 'people·' s desires and d.emand., 1,m.i ti~CT 

presru:aabiy; for the · time ·when the ·p0ople ,;1oulcl' feel' th~sehres constrained -

through _o:p~es.sion a~ victim.i.Zati'on to aJitate arid. demonstr~te 'vrhen the ·,' 
. . . . . . . ' 

Government would then order . the , 'sho'oting down • of the domori.sti1 a tors by its . , 

police or soldi-ers ' i:tS the' ~vents whic¥care daily pa~sing before us UrGe -1.l:8 

to beiieve this to be the policy ·of t.J1e 'aove11nniont ri.o-~-d.ays when t1:·e people 

·would'. ·feel· to demand. -what they ~onsidered to be .thei'i la~ .. iful riGht, 
10. R E s O L V E D therof~re that (a) , sin~e the richt ~f petition. j_s 

an undoubted J?ri vilege· of the people ur~der the British Rule and ·,,re_ as 

Protected.- persons and undel' the United' Kinglom Tru~teoshlp are · rio· les·s :priv:tl.'e(Jed 
• • • I • •• . • ' , 

in :this• respect- than others, ·yet we are being deprived, as instanced this ve.::red 
matter, of· the enjoyment of· thi~ privilege;' and '(i,) Since -the laws 'of ' -

toleraMon l)rov1do· for every real gr:1 eva.nce ~,h1cli'any loyal subJec't can. 
rationally complain: of, but this has not been ext.e11d.ed., ·to us as a p~ple as 
the above· facts ,iould reveal; and (c)· ~ince the Government ha's wilfully 

treated "US as a;. body 'of· men 'With ·such contempt' ar.d has by dt sdaJnfully trea ~ing ' 

our :petition, spited us, n,otwithotarding the lec;:itii::ia'ce demand th_ereiri-: lllade;and 

(d)' -s:lnce the Governuent ao:· 'ou.r Teacher, Pro·tect~r 'a~d ;.rrnstee is a.~T~re that . 

isolating·a desease iaa:negat1~~ acti6n, and cur~, i~ :p~siti~~: but woul,{'~ot 
like to. effect · the :cure; and (e) since :the 'Goveriunent :t~ aware ' that iniiffel~~nce 

to a ··crime when it lies ' withirt ~-.-nui.n's powe; to pre'.vent' 'it_ is- raoral g,.,.fit as much 

.'.as the crime itself;:but wouid·not· attem.pt\o fim .:a way ta ·effo~t 11eace~ orc1.er 

·ana. good- government in time" and. ·when ~pproached ':i:n a· :conati tv.tional manne;· as ' 
instanced the pres·ent case; ·and a~ the i~w demnnds; but ·,ro:uld ·a1~:pli lcee'.P· -, 

. (. ·~ ; . /waiting 
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·-
Wai tine for the time when 1 t would send in troops or a squad of Police ,r;l th . 

· Bif'les o:,: ·rear Gas to shoot the people down because of the:!.r makirig d.cmonstra.tions, 

this petition, 4ttached to the previous one be forwarded to the Governor of 

Nigeria through the prescribed channel, and. a copy -each to be forwa:tderJ. to. the 

Rt. Ron ''bJ.e the Secretary of State fm.; the Colonies, London; The Chairman or . . 
Secretary~ the '11ri.lSteeshi:p Comicil of ·the United. Nations Organization, lake 

Succeso; 'l'he Press respectively, ao that· our :plight ruay be lmoim to the world. 

ere we be m;,ced to demonstrate ari..cl ag:t t-'lte in order to have our wfon~s. righted 

anci ere we be shot like beasts in ~onceqttonce,. ?r 6t12erwia~ treated on account of 

our legitimate de!;lElr,d, 

On behalf of both oursalveo and. our people, 

We are Your ExcelJ.ency's obedient se~:vai:tts. 

( signed) ~ .•.•.......•.......... ( 1 llr;:G1i ble) 

,( 

( 

( 

( 

u _.) . ~: •• · - ! .... ...... ~··« •••• ~ •• (ilJ .. e3ible) 

Written by me thro I peti tianers' 

request: 

,, ) s. 'rtutu: 

11 ) Albert N. Mel.cm1Jo 

" ) R. W ~ . Masnuf rns 
I 

(s:r.sncd) ........ ; ..•...•..... (illegj.blo) 

Tiko, British ·cameroone. 

1341 words .. Fee pd.. 6 3/-

0riginal & 7. coples. 

Eeceived at United Nations Head<1uartero, h Hay 1950~ 

/co PY Victor:ia, 
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Ilia Excellency The Governor, 

· · Ie;:;os .. 

COPY 

Thro' The District .. Officer, Victorin, . 

· &c • ·; &c • -, &c • , 

1-~y 1 t ]?lease Your _.Ezcellency,; 

Victoria, Brj_ tioh Cameroons 
~ . . 

11 Augv.s t, 1949 . . 

.. 
The humble :reti tion 01· the U1YlerniQ1od. members of the Fed.era-ted Council 

of Victoria, British C/3.llleroono, t:..n behn.lf of both ourselves and the entire 
. . . . ', ~ . . . . . . 

members of the Villaces which we ho:re tho honour to represent, J)ray:!.:ns humbly 

and respectfully, ·shewoth: · 

l. That at the out~ot, we feel it c,urbounden duty to renew and 

:.. ... eaffirm our unfli:ichinc and_ un~1reryinJ 1.oyalty to· the B:t:t.tish 1l.'h1·one, . and. to 
'. 

assure Your Excellency thn.t_ we are very grat0..:ful beca~tse, we fo.rm an almost 

insignificn.nt por•tion of the British· glo:cioua :Eiu:pirt:;, ·we are honoured by bej_ng 

granted the pri-;ilece .of having•our own Native Council o.nd Administratlon 

whereby our Constitutional and Customary laws which are i'O\l.l."'ld to be not , 

repue,n~t to natural Justice, equity and goo(l _conscience are retai11e,i and 

practised _without any :interference from any source, 

2. Thllt the joy we should naturally feel for such ma.gni tude 1s 

destroyed. in our mind hy the apJ?arent 1n,ij ff erence · of the Gove:i:•11Jnent to 9m.· 

oft-repeated. demar.ds for chances in our Judial end Executive works? the 

Government• s lmowledce of the fact that these chances are essential and necessary 

_in a democratic country, notwitl1stnnding. 

3. That we shall not be thought to have 1)een influenced by jealousy, 

envy or :prcj'..ldice, or by any desire to. sv.ppln.nt him when we hur..1bly submit for . 
. ' . . . ' 

. Your Excellency's consideration and approval the ·unjted voice an.i ·desire of the 

entire ).'.)eorle of the Villages we have :the honour to represent, that it is time 

Mr. J. M. Willia.ms, OBE be asked to retire fr·om serv:t.ce and. another te.ke his 

?lace so that our Native 'Ad..'1linistra.tion's Machinery may _run more smcothly than 

at :present, and on the same line w-1 th those. in Nicerie. and elsewhere, inst~ad 

of the :present runru ng of same by one man who ::l.s not the :peoples' choice and does 

/not therefore 
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not therefore repreoent th6}m as will be observed late:i:· in. this pet1t1on. 

4 . That as we a:re well aware tbe.t Nr. Willirun.s ,. OBE has held the pos5. ti on 

of the Native .i\q.r.o.inis,tration Judicial and Executive works co~bined for ~ny. 

yea_rs, according to ·the Government, has 'filled it with loyalty and intelligence, 

and it is therefore not, the policy of- the Gove.'t'nment to disce,rd their l(;yal 

servants for no cood. reason, we t~erefore do not Wish Your ?Xcellency t0 consider 

us ,as demanding from the_ Governmer).t th·e castin5 as!.de, as VJ.le instruments are 

usually dealt with when they are zio more usafu.l, of J.M. Will:1.ams O.B.E., the 

loyal servant of His Ma.jesty 1s Government of Higeria and the Cameroons, but 

·rather to ask him to retire honoui~nbly and be given one year's salary but not 

pens~_on. 

5 • That in support of our hum.ble · demands) · we hu:rnbly and. . res:pectf~lly 

entreat Your Excellency to :permit us _t _o state, :tn as succtnct ·a ~rmer as 
:posf31.ble, the c;rou.na.s of our present Const:!. tlit:1.onal rec.!_uests, since om· 

. ' 

:previous repeated. cally upon the Gqvernment to affect necessary cha.nges in 

our Jud.icial and. F.xocuti ve works in the li sht of the present-da;:/ m;rakenlng, 

have always met ,w5.th cold ir.difference and a-t tin:.os wl th ba11ter and 1:>1 ting 

sarcasms: 
I 

(a) That before the advent of tho Whiteman into this country, the Sea r,ort 
. ~ . . . 

of Victoria was a .oorket for all several Villages _inthe neighbourhood, the 
. . - ' 

nearest being-NW!11'l0 where the present .res.idence of the Dist~:!.ct Officer is 

si tua.ted.. '11here wc1s also a Villaee called MOKUWAW which .j_s now known as 

the Botanicr.l Gardens; other Villages such as BOTA, Kit, Iv.DAME, HONDOHI, _!if..AAUKA, . . . . . 

LIWANDA, MBENDE and BIMBIA .e.x::l.sted and are st:i.11 existing till this date. 

(b) That each of these Villages was com:posed of sevoral families; · each of 

these families had. a family Rend; and tbese :family Head.a 11sunlly meet together --
, 

and elect among · themselves one. man as- the Village ITcad, and these _le,tter, in 

turn, elect one o·f their munber as the President - to whoni they give . respect in 

any case - minor or majoi _ - whic11 inay- happen. This was the nat-..u-al or der and 
. . . 

Constitution by· which ou.i1 Government was wont t _o be gu_j_dm and worked are the 

advent of Europeans into our Country. 

(c) That it would therefore be observed that according to our Native Iaw 

and Consti t.ution, nobody can be rcco@liSed. as a Ilead Chief w-1 thout being electro 

by other Village "Head~ and approved. by. them and tl~e people; and nobody ca.n be a 
. . ,; , ~ 

Villa{;e Head if he i _s not,. of the line and a:ppro7e.d by _the people. A Head Ch1 ef 

/must 
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must first. prove ~1imself a .Yillage. ~ead appointed and reco~sed by the peo:ple of 

the Villag~ that appoints and acknowledges him as such. 

6. 'l'hat in the case of J.· Hanga vl:Uliams, o:n.E. who claims' to be a 

Bimbian but uho is, .in fc.'.ct~ ~ foreign'."n~tive of-the ~aid Bimbia.,' ho.;ing been born 

by one late :NAI,!BEKE ;. a fcrei @1-M ti ve who came to sojonrri in Bimbia. ''l'hi s 
•':' . . . . ; . 

Mr. J. M. W:Uliams; , during the course of events became a School Teacher duri!l[:; 
I • • • • • 

the German's occupation of the Cameroono and in this ca}.)8.city, throuc;h hio · 

intrigues ancl mali,cnity; he eucceed.ed in eett:t.ng the Ge1'm1n Authority to 11ake .. . . . . . : - . 

him the .President of the Court, and i'rom tht;.t time . till no-w he became autocratic 

in his dealings With others ac·cordinn to the Gerrr..ari training he'got fromh:ts 

Germ.an lv.ia.sters. 

'{, That much as . we as a. bod.y a.o not -wish to dis:9ute the worthirioos of 

Mr. J. M. · Williams on whom His Ho.~festy · has been c;raciously disposed to confer 

the tj,tle of O.B.E. in rccoc;n:!.i:J_on of.the ser·d.ccs given-to the Government.(but 

not to us and the Country); ~1~6 l;is loyalty .and intellieence,.we can.."lot, however, 

help repeating the' fact -that, frc;m·lihat WO have 'been witr..ess:!nc and. exporioncing 
.- . ' . 

th:_~ouf')l the autoc::.atic lr;anings o:t' this Irt.ii1, . i1j,s loyai ari' inteD.:lgcnce wh:tch. 

a::p!)ear to have an outwa;cl sign of zeal, self-abncr,at:lob. and. disintel·estcdness; 

a.re only a selfish plan to parry :lnvecti ves and :purchase :populo.ri ty a:nd lionrn.u.~ . 

at the expense ~f that.body which cannot d~rerid itself _ .. pc.,~terity; . 

8 . That time~ and ag~in' thr~ugh 11e ti ti ons ·and. in terVi e~s ,· . h~ ve ,;~ . been 

suggesting to the Go~ernment the needs for changes and tu'cing it to accede to 

our dennhda· for refor~ i:n o~ ·native Ad.niinistrati~n Judfo'.tal -~nd E:ic~cuiive , 

works, but have 6ften mei; wlth disappoint.merit. Mr. J.· M . . Williams, · o.B.·~~ wliose 

father as .stated above was rie~rer .. a Village Head·. nor a Chief.but an ordinary ,' . ~ 

f orei(:)1-M t:t ve who came to ao,journ in Bimbie. ,dth his son .has' si1:"ce many years 

r..ast, and throu@l the support of the Government, been allowed ·to rule the -
, . ·, .· 

ind.igenes autocra·tically, and as it :plee:ees h:i.m. 
9. Th~t treating in .·the manner above do~cribed. a petitJon fl"Om nriy ereat 

and ·cons:i.d.~rable Body 'of ,men is no( in our humble 'o:pird ori the wa.y to allay the 

Jealousies .- ar..d. exting1\ish the uneo.sinesa. that 'oc~asioned it; and the oftener such 

instances are :repeat_ed the more we fear the disa.ffe;tion of. the imo:ple will . 

increase; for, as Your Excellenc~ will ad.mi t, ~rro1i-m:!ncled.nes~ tends t~ ,, 
wickedne·s~, because it .does ~ot e~tencf its ,iatchft{l.nies.s ~·-·eJerj part of the _· 

· moral IJatureand. .this neglec:t _fos'iers; the ·~owth of :ev!l. iii 'th~ :pa!)ts n6glect~_d. 
,: .,, /10. That it1 . siite 
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19.. That in spite of the fact of his ha_ving no_ legitimate cl~ini to the 
Chair of an 01•dinsry Village .Head 'as his ~ather was not one nor ti1e oth~r, 

Mr. J. M. Willirun.s o .B .E ~, having ·succeeded in securing the favour ~nd support 

of the Government, is bo+..h the President of the Native Court of Appeal and of 

the Lower Court of Victoria; a Memb;l' of the Cameroons Develbpme.nt Corporation 

Board; the President of the Federated Co,mcil, and a Member of ·the Ho1.1se · of' 
Assembly, nominated by the Governm.ent, in which latter ce.pac~ty~ as he -has _. 

often told us he is not accountable ·to us; and. to: pro•:e this, he has n~ver. 

one day from · the :time. he was nom.:i,oo.teci a -Member of t.he Legtsleti•ve Council 

representing .the 3ritis!J. Cruueroons under the Old Const :t tution and. up- to 'the 
preoent elate, mde any attempt to tell us what and what had been done and. said 

in the Co1..mc:U on hie ·return. · ' · · 

ll. That Mr. J. M. Williams, O.B.E. he.Vine: boe.n mde er created a CM.ef 
. . 

by the Government and. Without the ::people's kno1:rled.E;e and consenc .and.. contrary 
. . 

to our Native Custo:ma:cy Iaw and Const~ tution, have nover one day failed by his 

autocratic tendencies, to make. us k:no-cr and.· feel' that he is truly not of. our 

stock, and therefore -does whatever pleases him; as instanced the case - ~ong · 

other cases - of electtng people of h:i.s ?Wn choice and likeness to s:t t among 

other Councillors 1.n Council and in. the Court as he rlesf:ces and. wlshes, without 
. \. ' ' 

the knowledge of the M6!!l.'hers of t..r1e Fedel'a·ted. Ccnu1c11 and evea out of the 

Council, _thus arrogating to himself the right and -paver to make and unniake members; 
' . . 

and we wonder as this . is being tolerated unier Democ;.~a t i c G<)vernment such as the 

British Gove:::nment is~-

12. That from our para: 10 above, Your Excellency will readily see that 
., 

this one man - Nr: J .: N. Willitl.llls, O,B ;E. ~ in orcler to ecllpse others · ao that 

the Goverrll!lent may be led .. to 'believe that we have no suitable, efficient and 
intelligent men capable . of doing or ·performing the duties of the Ad.ministration 

besides him and him alone has, all these years been f crcing hirr.self to r,e:cf orm. 
. ' 

quadruple (if not quintuple) functions, thuu retainincs~ for the . sole and onJ.y 
.' . . . 

purpose of oppression_, Vindictiveness and victim.zati on, both judicial and. 

· executive powers and prerogdtives. 

13. - That thou{3h he does not perform full-time· s ervi~e ns President yet . 

he is being .:pa.id his monthl,y salary bY, the Federated CoU..'1.Ci l from the Ccimcil' s 
' \ ' ' ~ . . - . 

Revenue; This we humbly submit ie unjust, oince as o. member of the Cameroons 
. . . 

Develo:p.rnent ~orporati.on B0ard," he 1s· paid monthly ·saliiry; .:1-rn therefore humbly 

/submit 
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suomi·t tha~ -we ~r~_no raore Willing to pay hi:m -or ·any other p~rson :froro. our 
Federated; Council .Fund ;h~ does not perform full.;.tinie dutie~ ·for the C~Uhc:tl . 

. • 14. -That self-love :and. :egotism which are . bad quv.11 ti ea 'are· oboer\~able · : '" 

in his _daily :practices and detiiin13s t-7:!:th us ancf our. affair·s aa· instan:ced the. 

c1uestio1t .?f a lette:ii ·No. ~-27/234 of 17th May -1949; frotn. the Seni6r-·D1sti~tct . . 

Office1~,~ Victoria., which· was _ a·· reply to ours of the 5th M9.y 1~:i~~i;'° fn ~-thich 

the District Officer-.expres3ed'' h:ts agreement ."Hth· us :in respect of · our· sugges~lon 

that there spquld be · aepa1•ate Members.-: for Judi:i.cia1·wo:;_~ke.nd. for ·Tixecv .. tive ,-tork; 
and eubJoined thereto the Roster which. he 

0

f6rward;ed to the . J?resid.ent, .. 

Mr, J • .M. WilJ.ta.ms O .B .• .E, 1n0tr1'1ctin.g him. to "explain thi/abovo fo t11e 

F~ Cow;:i.cil and _ask _- thom . to :adoJ?t r:iy susgestion" l!hich· has . di's_pleased tlle 
. . 

President as he saw by this _that hio arbi t.ra.ry function in ~that· line is befng · 

checlc~d and 1>reroga ti vos , ci.u~tailed. • • '~ J 

15. -'That the loyalty aru:t ·,love of cone-titutional melhods· ,ihich we are 
_prou~ .to .Pr:~:fecs and _in which s:pirit · the -vexed matter· o:f Va< J. M'. WillHl.ms·, 

0,B.E, av.tocratic .. rule, coi1pled with the a.ppa.rcnt 1in-;-'r.tll:tnb11e·□s and neglect' . · . . , 

of the iXlrt of the Government to checl~ t1?e ~·owth of ihe ~vii': at>..d': "to 11'e1, th.e · 

people i:p. their· 0trv.ggle_ tc, have their leBitimate· l;.ight o.nd liberty, f ~ead 

· from .encr9acbinimts and. protected, are now placed· be:fo.re Your· -:Excc·lienc;r :fer . 

necessa:cy nnd 1r.1n1ediate adjustment ' ere it: be too la.to; fo:r \..,e feel th~t···to sub~t 

,9urael ves %'1d our dear ones to conti.nu6u.s insult s~ buffets, bi ting sarcasms, 

~!ld unkindly innuendoes, taunts ani ra.ileries· and banter is impossible; uncl 
.-

we _ therefore humbly, respec tfullJ' ar...d. carnes tly pray that tlrn mn -·. 

Mr. J . . M. Williams, _ O,:S--.E. be a.sked to s ·tep do~m and ret:tre from the service 

. honourably :now. and within this. fj_nancial .year as be ·had.· serv~d the '(k,vernrii:ent 
4v yoo.:-a, accord:!.ng_ to him, and be ·gt.yen a year's aalary from· our -Federated 

Council's Revenue ~s a . token of' the GoverP .. ment'o a:i)preciation ·of l11s ·:past '- ···· . 

s~1·v:i,.~es, so .that othe:cs ~y h~ve '. their chances .to serve the_ C_ountrj 'whicli ' __ _. '. 

needc _them and their services · under: the , supervision and direction of t.h.e 
. . I . • . 

Government. ,· 

16. · Th0 case for which Your Ex:cellenc:v:' s eg_ui tabie adjustment is h~bly 

sou/jlt by ~s .and. . _our people is almos.t ·clear •iri :.view of the f orego:lng, ana. can 

be summarised as under: 

(i) Tho..t Mr:. -iJ. -M. Williams·, O.B.E; be askeii to retir·e ·honourably fr'om . 

the , s~rvic,e of, the Native: Adt:dnia:tration, iictoria / 1d th'iri :'this financ:ia: 
/(ii) That he is not 
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' (ii) . 1.rhat be is not of our' tribe but was brought to Biril.bi:i \Then young by 

hie father who was a i'oreign .. rlB:ti ve - · a so·journer und ·was there.fa.re 

never-- a ·village Heo.d nor a Chief; . 

· (iiif .That-because of his lineage, ·Mr. J.M. Willia.m.s~ O.B.B. cannot be 

ancl has_ nev:er · been a Village Head. nor a Ch:! ef. 

·(1·v) - 1I1hat throush· his i1itri5,uea and. malJ.grrt-~-y, Mr. J.M. Williams O.B • .C. 

·_· . -~re.a raised to the post of t.lie Victoria Hati ve Court President ::~ro:r.1 _ 

School 'l1e--:l.cher by· the Gertna.ns from· whom he learnt to be atl'toc1·at1c 

.arid has ever been ad till this date. · 

(v) _'l'hat self-love and eeot1si:1 e.re observable :i.n his pro.c t ices and -

dealings-With the people. 

·. (Vi) · That he is un.a:p:proacha.ble end hates critiaimns however constructive. 

He is op:pr0ssi ve, vtndtcti ve, insolent and co1;.coi ted.. 

(vii) r.rhat he doos not wieh a:n:,r ono cf u.o to rtse or a.s:,iire to rise in order 

to improve ani become· useftu and helr)ful citizen. He is self'i~h and. 

afraid of bo:tnc sn:ppla.nted. · 

{viii) That to him is t;i ven by the Government the power· and }.)l'erogo.t:!.v-es to 

: function as Head of the Executive and, 11e'ld of tlw Judiciary which i.s 

· unheard of in any other country unrler Bri t:l.sh Ri..1.le. 

(ix) That he became infatu.ated, wickecl and :proud because of the supp0rt he 

ahre.ys recci ved from the Gover.nment which seen1s to condone his 

autocratic and O:!)pressl ve dealings With the people by winldng at all his 

.nttstak0s and misdoings~ 

(x) That the people: (with the exception of the f ew he had bought up) have 

.lost confidence :in him and. are desj_rous oi' ha.vj_ng him retired. 

·_ irr:!lled.iately since ho had had en0ugh and has ae.rvEXl the AclII'J.n:i st,ro.tton 

· and the Government lons enough. 

(xi) ·That-we deoire that the Wishes ,of tho peor,le be entert,a:tne,1 in g.:,od r 

time' so that peace may continue to rei@l j,n the land .and a1J1ong vs as 

a people . . 

(.xii) That he elec_ts people of his own choice by himself and g:5.vee such 

people Seats in tb e Council and :l.n the Nati v0 Courts without ce..ring 

a sou about the Cou..'1Cil' a Standing order. 

(xiii} . That Since Nr. J. M. W1.lltams is b einc paid by i~he pameroons Developillent 

Corpora ti<m Board as· a .member of . that Body, und. since he j s therefore 

/not a full-time 



T/PFJr.4/66. 
Pago ·12 

not a . full-time Prfiside-nt ·Of' our Counc11·,· ~,e, strongly :.object to his 

· being· !)aid h1.s .. :aalary •from· Our ·Federated -~_ouncil:' s ,Rervenue/;ana. 
therefore request t.½at this be 'ordered.:to ccaso :f'.orthwi-th, 

' rr. Tha't· :!.n c'onclusio_n,- ·O.S the_ esaenco of the l3l"itish Justice iS f'ail~-play 

and. it is ao tmivel"sally- e.clmowled.ged;---arid ns'the Policy of· British Deinocracy :l.s 

based,-on-.th_e fundame~te..l principles ·o:t' natw:-e.l .lat-i and. ,j1istic~, we .cherish the 

hope that °Yo\tr J?,xcellency -will gra1it ·the re_queot •of . the·· people in the interest 

of peace·ana. order • 

.. And this Your Excollency• s hm:i.ble· and. dutii'ul setvanta anti petitioners 

ever pray, -
. . 

We have the honour to be 

tour :tjccelloncy'~ huiilb.le and dtttifui servants 
. ., .. 
(signed) ·:otto Musuka 

and. otJ1ers, 

·----'"" 




