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PETITION FROM CHIRF N, D, FONGGM- ‘; Y

CONCERN ING THEZ CAMEROCNS UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATION

I\Toﬁe by ihe Secrefar*-r—(}ene"«‘al: an gecordance with rule 85 of the
rules. of p”ocedure for the T""usteeshin Council, the Secretary-General has
the honour ‘bo transmtt hsv-ewi th to the members of  the Trusteeship Counc 1S 5
an undatecl comnuniwation f‘rsm Chief N, D, Fongum concerning the Trust -
.Territcry of the Cameroons under Brittsh administration, .
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o - Chief N, D, Fongum,
The U0, _ The Fon of Widilmn,
La's Suecess, | Hamfe Divicion
Hew Toris, Br, Cemcroons,

W.0.a,

Doar Str, .

I am the Chlef of Widikua in Mamfe and- my peopls have a.ckeé. me to
plece this petition Jbefore you,-

-We, the Widllum people were at firvsh paying tax %o Bamenda "Dist'x'-'icﬁ
oi‘fi.ce,_ mt vhen the goveorument {onud that there wae & very creot at ffereﬂce
In populztion between liamfe and Bemerda dtgbricvs, wve, the, mother village-
in Hpemba tribe, were cut of? fr-':m i"jainﬂr,ﬁa 'and.'p:,zt una_gsr“}-lamfe admmwtr"twn.
We dld not Jike this separcticn but becenss we wers afwvald %o avzue out the
sovernment and because wo hoped that {n the wery ncar future vhen ths
population of Mamfe shall be greaebd then we will safely be restored o our
tribe, Wo have and ars stil) having great difficulties in wanaging with the
stronge tribes inios which the sovernment has thrown us:- Ve must study their
lensuaase in order to get our cases decided in the Natiw're courts gince the

wjority of the chiefe who preside the cases are Bayanpi. We have to
adopt certain native laws snd customs from them in order to make ourselves
understood by the majority. Conecequently we have and are still losing many
»f our native laws and custome in the course of trying $o undsrstand and sult
ourdelves to the strange surrounding tribes in Maufe District,

But aow Memfe has & dense population already, and to prove this fact,
recent proposals had been made of cutting off pert of Mamfe Diviaston including
il

vhich our edminicstration would then be, It follows that Mamfe Division does no

ug, Widikum and making this pert a separate Division - "Overcide Division”, under

longer need us, Widikum to increase the number of tax payers in the district,
And therefore wo could safely be restored to Damenda, wiere we will treat
sttuations with cur owm tribe and reserve our Iatlve laws and customs, Ve
are the mother villege in Ngembo tribe and the rest of the tribe is loolking
Torverd for the day when ther will get us back, So wc cry, that the
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government‘ should put us back under the same district zdmintestration with
our %ribe, i,e. in Bameunda,

e had place this petition before ths Rosident once but he sald that unlese
the vhole tribe makes a formal meoting and mmtually agree that he should restore
us, widlkwa, te Damenda, he wou't do it, The concent of the reot of the fribe
should not be asgked becanse the governwent 41d not get thelr concent before
cutting our Village away. In the scme way the government can safely restore us
without the concent of the tribe, #And it so happeny that thers is no
obJection to it in the tribe, 30, dear, Hir hear our cry and tell the governmoent

to re-unite us to our tribe under the szme Digtrict.
Yrs, Sincarely

(Signed) Chief N, D, Fongum of WIDIKIM

Received at United Matione Headquarters: 11 Septomber 1920,
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