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PETITION FROM: 'IlIE 11UNION :D.AMILElIB" IN THE Nl\.ME; OF 

T'.dE POPUI.ATION OF BAl-1ILF.KE 

CONCERNING: T8:E CJIJ-IBBOO:NS UNDER FRENCH AND . UNDER 

BRITISH AD~ITNIST"RATION 

I-Tote _by th~~ecretary G~_n_!~: In acco;.•dence with rule 85 of the ruJ,es of 

-procedure for _the Trusteeship Council,. the Seeretary-Gcneral has the honour to 

, tranomi t horevi th to the members of the Trusteeship Council o. communica~ion. 
. J , ,, 
d.e.ted 20 November 19 ;.9 from the "Un:lon Bamil-oke' in the no.me of the population of 

J3runilcke concerning the Trust Territories of tho Cameroona under French administra

tion and the cemoroons und~r British adniiniatration. • 

~
1his comnmnication wa.s trnnsmitted to tho Secretary-General by the United 

Nations Visi ttng Mission to Truot Territories in Wost Africa. 

/BAr.ITLEKE UNimr 
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BAlITLEKE UNION 

PETI'l.1IOHS 

presented by the D.AMIL.-r.:KE UNION on behalf of the 

Bamilel:e Population 

While reiterating our loyalty to the Administering Power, we have the honour 

to draw your attention to the following facts which are liable to cause a dancerouo 

state of unrest among the indisenoue population. 

The Be.mileke conatitnte an ethnic group which is very prolific, thanks to its 

ancestral inati tutions. They 11 ve between tuo large ri vors, the Noun to the ea.at 

and the 1Il-;:em to the west. The no1't-hern pnrt is bounded by the range of the 

Bambouto Mountains, which sept!rat0s them from the British Ca.meroons, the south 

being occupied. by the forest regioue of the Mba:m and the Mungo. 

Until the arrival of the 'White !Ilil.ll, th~ Burdleke had to support hi!nBel.f in 

this narrow area, only po.rto of which are :f'~rtile, and he has acquired a very 

definite idea of indi vidu.al ownei shii:>. It is in accordance with this idea that 

in each chieftainship and for each family well-defined onclosod individual family 

properties have been created. At the head of the chieftainohip is a chief, who 

plays the part of arbitrator in cnse of disputec. He is aloo the custodian of 

any estate falli118 vacant as a reault either of the eA-tinction of a family or of 

its ex:pulsion for serious offences. 

As we intend to develop within the French Union in accordance with ov.r 

traditions, we ask: 

(1) tho.t the Decree now governing land tenure in our oountry should be 

amended, since thia Decreo was promu.lcated at a time when the local Assemblies 

were not yet in existence; 

( 2) that the term "unoccupied and owner leas land" ( "terrea vacantos et sans 

maltre") ohould be cxc1uded from e:r,y relevant legislation; 

(3) that the Administration should facilitate or even suggest the recognition 

of the collective rights of the BamikJle communities to the land on which they 

have lived from time in1t10morie.l and which is .genere.J.ly surrounded by a ditch which 

they have dug or by natural boundaries; 

(4) that within this collective property the .individual rights of heirs and 

beneficiaries should be recogniied; 
/ (5) that any 
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(5) that any- concessions hereafter granted to persona foreign to the Re8ion 

should once moro become _the property of tlie co:mmunity concerned as soon.as such 

persona have to leave the count~y for good. 

,, 

II .. FOREST PROPERTY 
The J3amil61M plateau, unlike the adJacent :i:-egiona, constitutes a savanna. 

The few trees to be found there have consequentiy been planted by the inhabi tan.ta . 

for their fruit or for firewood 9r building timber. 
. . . 

In view of these facts, we ask: 

(a) that the J3runikele should. be allowed to utilize freely the . trees that they 

have planted; 

. . (b) that . all felling dues and all prosecution of indigenous persons by the 

Service or Woods and Foresta for tpe non-payment of this due should cease;· 

( c) that Forest Reserves sho'Uld be created by the Service of Woods and Foreatr 

in the forests themselves and not 1~ the am.all isolated woods planted by the. . 

Africans for their own personal needs. 

III • . EDtJCATiqrr. 

In view of the fact that on the ona hand the .proportion of children receiving 

schooling in the Bamikel6 Region is atill infinitesimal (2.5 per cent); 

And. that on the qther hand the Brunik,1~ make a large cont:li'ibution towards 

the Territory's budget (population of over half a million workers and tradespeople): 

Appreciationg the effort made by the Administering Power. in thia respect 

during the last few years. 

WE ASK: 
(1) that the education of our children should be developed as much as 

~oss1ble by increasing tho number of rural schools (at leastone per chieftainship} 

e.nd improving the quality of the teaching, which ohould be adapted to local 

requirements; 

(2) that two mixed non.denominational colleges should be created in the 

Bamikele Region. 

We deplo1·e the slowness with which the Education Service is progressing with 

the building work for the Bafoussam Vocational School, and we ask that this esta

blishment should retain its original character as a vocational and not a handicraft 

school. 

/IV. HEALTH 
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In view of the density of the Bamikele population (nit>re than 300 per square 

kilometre 1n certain chieftainshi:ps) e.na. the b~d hygienic conditions~ imposoo.upon us 
by the cold of the hiGh plateau, we ask that a serious effort should be made to 

deal with this, and, therefore; 

• that facilities· should· be · ~rovicled for th~ settlement of· ci;il medical· 

pr~ctitidners in our country; · · · 
that child welfare ohould 1Je provided 'in a.11· the main chieftainships' by 

suitably trained staff. 

V. ~""TOMS AT 'mE FROJ!TIER 

·· The former. Germa.Ti Crunerobris were ·partitionea·, by agreement, by a line ~hich 

diaregerds the ethnic conerence ·of.=the ·cammum.ties affected by this line. The 

· result is ·tho.t cior:ie me1:1bera of one and the oamo fmnily live under British 

Administ·ration, ·while others liv·e· •t1ndor French Adni.nistration. 

Accordine.ly, ire ask: 

That the customs barrier botween the Cameroono under :British Administration 

and the Cameroons under French Administration abonld be abolished, and that 

:provision · ohotild. be ma.de for tho ev'1l'l.tual un1r1·co.tion of these ·two · territories, 

the ee!)nrnt:ton of .which has-no ,1ustification. 

SECTION OCLEGJl.rn-:S . 

(23 Signatures illegible) 

BAFOUSSAM, ·20 November 1949 

FOR TIIE BAMILEKE UNION, . ' 

The Preaid.ent: 

(signature illegible) 

J. L. DJOMO 

Received e.tthe United. Nations Headquarters on 1·necember 1949. 
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