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FTETITTION FRCM MR. AK. IKOMZC CCHCERNING THE CAMERCCNS
UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRAT LU '

Nots by the Secrotary-Gensral: In accordance with rule 85 and supplementary

ruls F of the rules of procodure for the Trustceship Councili, the Secretary-
Gsnerel hes the honour to trensmit to the members of the Trusteeship Council
and tn the Goverzment of Italy es the Adainistering Authority of the Trust

Territery of Somelilend a communication dated 186 December 195i from Mr. A.XK. Tkomi

concerning wag Truct Territory of the Cameroons under British administration.
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CcorY

ALY, Ikoni,
C/o Mesers. John Eoit & Co. Ltd.
Victoria, Camsroons under Ualted
Kingdom Trustesshlp,

Vizet Afirlca

15 Dscember, 1951

Ths Assistant Secretary-Gsnoral
Ispartment of Trusteeshlp aid
I'nforration,

United Nlatlons Organisation,
Lake Success, New York.,
U. 5. A.

1,

m

' i havo tho honour to enlist the interventicn of tho Trusteeship Council in
the following matter which is of considerable econcmic importance to me.

2. During the 1939-1945 World V'ar the Briitish Aduinistoring Authority found
1t necessary to maintain troope in Victeria on the Atlantic coast. With a view to
providing accommodation for those troops, tho farmland belohging to Mr. Simon
Zkumsne, which borders en my patrimony, was requisitionoad by the Administering
Authorlity. Subéoquontly poxrtions of my own farm land wore exclsed by
Governrent for the purpors of providing space for an officer's residence and a
parade ground for the troops. Our lands were, we wore informed, acquired by the
Governmert for "public purpcsos" undsr the provisions of the Land and Native Righte
Ordirance (Cap.105 Vol.1V of tho Revised (1948) Edition of the Laws of Nigeria).
I attach hereto a sketoh plan {llustrating the land in question: the sketch plan
is solf-explanatory.

3. A paltry sum of T5 (five pounds sterling) was awardcd to ms by the
Govornuont es tno value at tho date of revocaticn of my right of occupancy in and
ovor tho two soparatd and distinct areas excised ficm my holding, and also of the
unexhausted improvements (1.c. oconomic troes, such as palm trees, coconut trees,
stcotera, destroyed in the process of clearing the expropirated land) end for the
Incontsnience occasioned by this disturbance.

4, The land and Native Rights Ordinance provides, finter aliaf, that the
compsngation to te awarded to a displaced land ownor shall, if not agreed upon
by the Govermer and the land ovmer, bo determined by arbitration. However, I

concidered 1t'unpatriotic, whlle tha emergency lastsd, to avail my=2if

jof tho
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of the reuwsdy provided by statut>, that 1s to press that the emount of compensation
peyable to re be determinsd by arbiiration. -

5. As the Second Worid War progressed; it was brought home to me that the
snvernment had virtually appropriated the whole of ﬁy farm land, for soldiers
had th3n etertsd to cut down and use the economic trsos and food-crops planted
by my lats fatker on the remaining areas. Taking'into consideration the emount
of labour and capital exporded by my late father on this lan? for a considerable
mmbIr of rears couplnd with the acute shortage of suitable farﬁ lénd in the
“ictoria Native Authority area, I folt bound to address scveral petitions both to
the local and contral Fritish authoritiss, the last being a vetition sent to the
(hief Secretary to the Government of Iiigeria, Lagos, on 4 Septembor, 1950, wherein

(a) I protested vehomintly apeinst the inadequacy of the compensation

ewarded to me for the two areas excised from my patrimony (arsas
% and 5 on the skotch plan attached to this letter) for the purpose
of an officerfs residence and a parade ground for the troops;

(b) I roquestnd the release to me of thc areas not included in the

original expropriation (vide sketch plan). '

As t9 (a), mr léto fathor had spsnt over E7CO in clearing and cultiﬁating-
whe whnle arex. Moraovor, tho gnnual'incomc aceruing to v3, my father's children,
from the products of tk2ge ccononic tross, otec., uscd to be in the neighbecurnood
of E75. Add to thin tho fect that the family of the late Mr. Blufa Nambeke
Ebenezar Williams wae paild nearly T500 as compensation for tic land taken over by
the Government for the purpose of crocting the existing General Rospital in
7letoria. My todal holding embraces an area of six acres approximately.

6. I have had no roply from the Chief Secretary to the Goverment of Nigerie:
Ihe Divisional Officer, Victoria, informed me in his letter No. V.942/155 of
July 6, 1953, as follows:~

"The prosent position 1s, therefcre, that there is in fact

no petlition before the Resident.

"I am to say that the Resgldent has, hcwover, been carsfully into

the records concerning the 014 Military Barracks at Victoria, and he is

saticfied that they were lawfully acquired undcr the Land and Native

Rights Crdinance, and that sdsquate compsnecation was duly paid".

/7. In order
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7. In order to follow closely the arguments advanced in this letter,
members of the Trﬁrzteeship Courcil might, T think, wich to be placed in
poscession of the salient provisicns of the Land and Native Rights Ordinance
dealing with the matbter in isouwe, Thoy are:-

"a right of occupancy" means a title to the use ard cccupation of

lend end includes the title of a matlive or ruiive coamunity lawfwlly

using or occupying land in accordance with nativo low and custom,.....

"rative" means a percon vhese parents were members of any tribe |

or twidbes indigenous to the Northern Provinces cr the Camerocns

under Byitlsh Mandate and the descendants of cuch persons, and

includes -

(a) any percon one of whose porents wac a member of ouch tribey.ees.
"occupler" means the holder of a right of occupancy and includes a
nontive cr rative cormunlty lawfully using or occupying land in
accordance with native law and custon, .

“public purpose” has tho meaning escigned to that tormm by the Public

Iands Acquisition Ordinance.

"unezhaveted improverient” means anything or any guality permoncnily

attached to the land directly rosulting frcm the expenditure of

capital or labour by any occupler or any pervon ccting on hic bchalif

and increasing the preductive capacity, the utility or amenity thersof y .

but does not include the results of ordincry cultivation other than

growing preduce, |

Sectlon 12 of the Innd ard Hative Rights Ordinonce saysi-

"It chall not be lawful fer the Governor to rovoke a rigat

of occumancy granted as aforesaid save for good cause, "Good Cu.use"
shall include: -

-“r

X x pd ‘ X
(c) requirement of tho land by Govermment for public purposeé;
8. The military forces have cince left Victoria, and their cantonment
has been taken over by a Detachment of the Nigeria Police, These men havo,
in defiance of my protests, continued the destruction of my econcmic trees which

took yeors to grow. Pollcemen are also using my land for the cultivation cf

/seasonal crops
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semsonal crops such as casava,. cocoyams, etc¢y The ;crusteeshi.p Agreement '
roiotbing to the Camecroons wnder Unlted Kinglom Trtisteeship provides, ambngst’
otiner thinga, that the Adminlstering Authorlty shall protect Native rights
‘over lard., I am yet to be convinced that the expropriation measvreé adortsd
by the Govermment in the acguisition of my patrincny are strictly in consonance
with the letter and spirii of the provislons of wio Trusiweship Agreement,
and the Nigerlan Iand and Native Righto Ordinance quotel in extenco i:i the
seventh paragraph of thic letter,
9, My prayers in fine are:-
(1) that the Trusteeship Council may feel inclined to intervene 'effectively
on ny behalf with a view to wmy belng awarded compensation compatlble with
the provislons of the Iond and Na*ive Rights Ordinance for axeas 4
and 5 originally excised from my holding, and '
(2) +that the remaining ereas not included in the original acguisition be
returned to me,
10. Coples of thls Letter have been forwvarded to the District Offlcer,

Victoria, for the information of the Nigerlan Government,

I have the hon>ur to he, Sir, Your
obedient servant, .

(Stgned) ALERIRT TKOML
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