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TRUSTEESHIP CONSEIL mﬁiwg
COUNCIL DE TUTELLE . s

CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATTION

ADDENDUM TO
PETITION FROM THE BAKWERT IAND COMMITTEE
DATED 24 AUGUST 1946 AND 17 NOVEMBER 1947

The Secretary-General hes received two communications dated
1 September 1948 and 31 December 1948 from the Bakweri Land Committee
concerning the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under British
edministration. These communications, which contain information
additional to that in the previousiy submitted petition and its addenda
set forth in documents T/PET.4/3, 4/3/Add.1 and 4/3/Add.2 by the same
petitioners, are transmitted herewith to the Members of the Trusteeship
Council in accordance with Rule 85 of the rules of procedure for the

Trusteeship Council,

/D.M.L. Endeley



1

T/PET. 4/3 /8443
Page 2

' TRUR COPY -

D.M.LL Endeley
. Secretary, )
Bakwerl Land Committee,
¢/o The Native Adm. Office,
Muyaka,
Cameroons under British Administraticn.
September 1, 1948,
Sir,
Your letter TRI 30/5/01/AA/B.IV.26.3 of 2nd. August, 1948,
which is acknowledged with thanks refers,
2. I am to inform you that the fact that the United Kingdom Government
according to paragraph 23 of document T/182, has sent a Senior
Administrative Officer to Victoria Division to make investigations in
order to ensure adequate land for subsistence farming, has no bearing
whaet ever with the demands of our petition, because we are, on moral
grounds, asking for the returning to us - to our absolute control - the

t

plantation lands taken by the Germens.

3. We shall be pleased tc send our delegation during the Trusteeship
Council's next session, or send supplementary subtmissions which of course
will alter nothing as put forward by our petitions., You will kindly inform
us by telegram 8 weeks before time, when the next session will take place.
4, It is noted with interest that a vielting mission of the Trusteeship
Council is scheduled to visit the British Cameroons sometime next year,
Very truly yours,
(Signed) D.M.L. ENDELEY

Secretary
Bakweri Land Committee

Monsieur Trygve Lie,'
Secretary-General,

Department of Trusteeship and Information

from Non-Self-Governing Territories,
United Nations,

Lake Success,
New York.

Received at United Nations: 7 September 1948,

/Native Administration
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- Native Admiﬁisffatibn Office,
Buea - Cameroors Under British Mande te
December 31st, l9h8

Sir, o
‘ I am 1nstructed to 1nform you that owing to circumstances beyond

its control, the Bakweri Land Commlttee has de01ded not to send a - -

delegate, ‘ ‘ . o ‘;
— I therefowe forwarc to the Trusteeshlp Coun01l 1ts supplementary L ,";i
submissions. ' :
Very tfulyryours, -
 s/'D.M.I Endeley .
D.M.L. Endeley,
Secretary, - .
Bakweri Land Committee
Monsieur Trygve Lie, o o o \/“th:;j:p?

Secretary-General,

Devartment of. Trusteeshlp and Information from

Non-Self-Governing Terrltories . : T

United Nations, = . , B : e
Lake Success, ‘

New York, U.S.A,

DMLE /JNM: -

Received at United Netions: 12 January 1949.

/Netive Administiation .
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S sy
C L Native Administration Office -
’ ' Buea ~ Camerocns Under British Mandate,
- December 31, 1948, '

' ’The Trnsteeship Council,

Unlted Nations: Organlsation,
Lake Success, New York

_’USA

SUPPIEMENTARY MEMORANDUM TO PETITION SUBMITTED
' TO TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL OF U,N.0. BY THE
S BAKWERT LAND COMMITTEE

J e e Y L L L T

Presudent & Gentlemen,.

The Bakweri Land Commttee humbly submit the following facts and

‘ observatlons supplementary to their petition dated 24th August, 1946,

2. That the Bakweri Land Committee was founded early in 1946 in order

to have concerted action direoted towards the recovery of their long lost

3. That the Bakweri Land Committee is made up of 80 members :
representmg all the villages in the Victoria Div1sion and also the sub- tribes
of Balong, Bimbla and Bota. ‘

4, . That after the petltlon had been forwarded through the ngerlan
Government on the 2l+th of August a night letter telegram was sent to the

) Secretary of State for the Colonies to the effect that he suspend

discussions on the future of the Cameroons Plantations which were then
“going on in Parliament as the Bakweri Land Committee was laying a claim .
on the Plantations and other alienated lénds.

5. That it appeared that the telegram had been ignored, for in
Novezﬁber it ceme to the Comnittees'! understanding that the Secretary of
State had decided that these plantations be bought by Nigerian Government
for leas:Lng to a- Corporate body. .

6. That a protest telegram wes ixmnediately sent on the 7th of
November ‘to the Secretary of State referring him to the petition which
had been sent since September and reminding him the purport of article
eight of the Cameroons - Togoland Trusteeship Agreement.

n 7. That in December 1946, two Ordinances were passed by the

Leglislaetive Council, one empowering the Governor to acquire the Plantatilons
‘ :f‘or‘the interest of the Natives, and the other enecting the establishment

/of a Cameroons
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of a Cameroons DeVelopment‘COrporation' ‘These Ordinances appear in
Nigeria Cazette No. 67 of 16th December, 1946, ’

8. That after these, the Adnnnistering Anthérity’s Senior<ﬁ 7‘
Administrative Officer in the Territory collected the Bahweri, Balong _
‘and Victoria Chiefs and told them "nicely” that the land had been bought
back for them and that there was a Cesmeroons Development Corporation'toi ;T'fd
be established to cater for their 1nterests Only a fool could have - o
refused such an enterprise with such luring nomenclature w1thout seeing
it in practice, ‘ Afterwards the truth dawned on- the people that the St
practice of the board belied its policy and therefore the Committee ‘f' jllr};f;
declared the Corporation as not being to the best of the peOples' 1nterest >f‘
When nominating the Board. of Directors or management the Bakweri people ( ff,;?;
expected even to have been asked to elect‘their own representatives on o
the Board, but the Governor nominated one man, without the knowledée
or consent of the people who owned the land and the people who the 7;1;
nominee was golng to represent . o . o .

9. That the Committee 1is aware that the Trusteeship Counc1l knows lii5j,}%
that there can be very great difference between nice work on paper and
actual practice, For example, An the Annual Report on the Cameroons
for U.N.O.- page lOM you will find that Native Administration Probationary
Teachers ere paid twenty-eight pounds per annum, but the truth is that ‘

they are paid twenty one pourds per annum - 25% wrong! (The Bekweri

Land Committeet!s Secretary happens to be a Headmaster in charge of a
. Native Administration bchool). They show also in page 181 of same report
that £5200 were spent on electri01ty in the Cameroons in l9h6/7 (1 e. ,
April l9h6 - March l9h7) ‘We have reason enough to show considerable fﬁ,;ﬁ,‘id
doubt in this too, because we know of no electric undertaking or " o
installations established in the Cameroons in 1946 which could have cost 7
 all this money plus E3, MOO in 1947, ' : ) W f‘\'gﬁ.V
- 10, That when asking for these Plantatlons we had plans on how“ :‘:\ |
they would be run for- the direct benefit of the natives, and 1 we expected - ‘
that in the case of the Nigerian Government buying these Plantationg for,eﬁx'7h“
the natives, the Land Oommittee would be called upon to produce a plan S
for the conduct and administration of the Plantations ag would best suit
. them (the people of Balweri land), ' o
11.. That an outline of the plan 1s attached as Appendix A1, the\
policy envisaged being that in a period of say 15 years at most, people
would have been produced in the Cameroons, educated from the money or ‘
profits accrulng from the products of their land, who would\handleieVen .

the most technical and deélicate affairs concerning the Plantationsp
/12. Thet the

\ ' oo RN
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- '-12. That the Unlted Klngaom's contentlon that we have not the peonlefffi
to take up responelble places cannot be said to be very tennable, for of ' ,if'
“all things it goes to prove abundantly that during their thirty-two years
" of ‘actual stay here, the people have been living under very poor social
' Aand aconomic condltlons - not a single pereon who has graduated from an
irlEngllsh Unlverqity" hy? Poverty!
( The Committee further wonders whether there are any sincere people
\who would consider as worth hearing, a statement as embodied in
‘ paragraph 2 of the United Klngdom's observations, (Document T/182 )
' they know that land may be left as a hunting reserve especlally with a forest :
'~;people llke the Bakweris. Sure erough, there is no cwnerless land in our
country ’ o ) \ ' '
" Does the latter part of paragraph 3 of the same record not prove
‘that there was much unfairness in the way land was acquired from natives?
- Section A of our petitlon dated 24th August, shows Bakweri Land tenure
according to native law and custom, and B shows the method by which land
was wrested from natives by the German Govermment,
. 13. That the Bakweri Land Committee will have no reason to complain
if the land which has been bought for the native inhabitants by the
‘administering authority is glven over to them more genuinely and completely,
That is,‘by causing and allowing the operation of the Plentations according
to the plan as set down in Appendix A which provides for a gradual process
‘of replacement of foreign personnel;_and also changing the name to
. "Bakweri People's Plantations", .
’ 14, That they further beg to submit that the assertion that the
,;profits of the Plantations in the Bakweri Land will be used for the ‘
general development of the Cameroons is misleading, as it is like robbing
Peter to pay Paul,
The most backward area in the Cameroons economicelly, is the
Victoria Division where all the land has virtually been teken up by
‘Plantations and thersfore the people are exceedingly poor, Prosperity
'lln this area will have an indirect effect on the rest of the Prov1nce, in
the way of providing employment indiscriminately,
- 15. That it might interest the Trusteeship Council to know that
the atmosphere that pervades the relations between the Administering
éorernment and the people in this land affair has been made to appear
‘suspicious due to the fact that in the process of preparing even
phdesirable réports on land, the most secretive measures have beeﬁ,
employed, The fact that’any genuine thing void of any unsavoury motives
needs no hinding, nardly requires mentioning., If therefore these

/investigations
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\'1nveet1gatlons have been to the beneflts of the Bakwerl people 1n1respect

,\of thelr petltlon, the . reports should not have been hldden from them

, A few days ago Mr. D A F. Shute the Administering Authorlty*s speolal :
representatlve of' the Trust Terrltory came to 1nterv1ew the land oommlttee
'éln order to find out who thelr delegate was, ~ When questloned why he 0

partloularly wanted to know the name of the. delegate he said it was Just
a matter of "interest", Anyway, he was not given & nams, but he contlnued ?if
trying to find out the name by maklng enquirles from ind1V1duals and even .
students -~ this strikes the people as queer, ' , ' S
When he was further asked to 1nterprete artlcle eight of the jf*
‘ Trusteeship System he refused. Natunallj this type of thlng 1nstanoee f%

suSplclon, and has given the Land Committee greater doubts for the

l6.y That this memorandum is submitted in good faith and in the hope
that that which ‘belongs to the Bakwerls shall be glven to them' ln the_'
name of Natural Justlce ‘ T . :
‘ s/ D.M.L. Endeley

David M,L, Endeley,
. SECRETARY, o
 FOR AND ON BEHALF OF BAKWERT

: LAND COMMITTEE
. DMLE /JNM: - '

¥ DT X "A’L' IR
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An outiine oonstifution prepared by the Bakweri Land Committee for the
peratlons of the plaptatlons on thelr land wenerally known as Cameroons
fPlantatlons.

POLICTY

I improve the Countryls wealth resources,
‘22. o educate the people by prov1dlng for scholarshlps and bursarles

g 3:* To improve the living standard of the workers and the psople by
| 'bulldlng more hospitals, welfare centres, and by direct help to
peasant farmers in the way of finding and arranging for a market
for theilr products, , ‘ / )
mttji%.‘ To improve the Country as a vhole in any practicable way,
o SCHEMATIC PLAN OF CONSTITUTiON

GOVERINOR - (Trustee).

Bakwerl Land Committee - Advises Governor on'
nomination of members of
Board of Directors.

Board of Directbrs - 13 Members,

H H HE H ‘
¢ H H H

. Chairman : i Economist P 4 Members:
& Secretary § / { representing
' Vice Chairman ‘ & i General Manager Plantation
”f.(afrlcan) Permanent under : Nigerian R/way. areas,
- Secretary (African) '

Director of 5 ,

Commerce & : ‘ Shlpping Director

Industry. P ' & Asst, (african)
GENERAL MANAGER - Chairman )

{i?if' %Board of Management-6 Membersg

- f
! i !
Welfare Officer: | {

Admin, {Manager

Chief Accoun%ant

& Chief Engineer
Asst. (African)

GENFRAL IABOUR PERSONNEL '
________________________ R

<~ NOTE: The aim is to have understudies who will gradually learn to handle
R the affairs of the plantatlions with & view to taking up responsible
e o positions as time goes on, instead of sitting on the fence to
g watch the work being done,

It is surely a bad coach who says "let me ride while you watch"
RN . and the moment the trainee wants to teke & ‘turn, the coach yells
Lot | .out a "you are not ready yet!" A

/e want
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"xWe want actual practloe in the handllng of our own affalrs and~«'
not merely be made to look on 1ndef1n1tely.

s/ D.M.L. Enaeley
D.M.L, Endeley,

Secretary, C
Bakweri Land .Committee.



	Blank Page



