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.Note by the Secretary-General; - In accordance with rule 84 of the

r‘ulés of procedure for the Trusteeship Council, the Sscre*:a:ry«@sneral has.
the honour to-transmit herevith to the membsrs of the Yrusteeship Council
a commumnication dated 3 November 1940 from the Bakweri pao;r)le which forms
.8 suv')pleme‘qf to the petitiors cated 2b .l‘u,;rvst and 17 IIove*lbe'f-iQh? of thé
Balmev'l La*ld Committee, covmevvxiug the TruSU Termtor;,r of the Cameroona
: un\ler Bmtluh wdmmi%mtion. Tltzis c-o,;mumcamon was Lransmlw‘ted 10" ‘ohe
Secv'e‘tary-(}eneval by the United Nati om Visiting Mission uO ¢mst .
'TGI‘I‘l‘tO ries in West Africa, ' ‘ |
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WELGOME ADDRESS

, TO THE
UNITED NATIONS ¥ISTTING MISSIOR TO Tam
TRUST TERRTY RIES I WEST AFRICA-

———— 00 =mman

BUEA, Trust Tevritory of
the Cameroons under Zritish
Aédninistration,
3rd November, 1949,
Gentlemsn, N ) o

We, the representatives of the Dakwerli Tribe assambled here today,
‘beg leave to extend to you our mosht cordial and sincere welcome,
2. We are very grateful not cnly to the Tiusteeship Council for the

benatvolent spirit which animated tlem to detail such eminent gentlemen like

ycurselves to probe into and solve the varilous problems ccnfronting 6ur
beloved country (particularly our land broblem) , but also to you, Gentlemen
for your ready willingness to undertake such an arduous and. hazardous
Journey for the bensfit of the inhabitents of the Trust Territories in
West Africa, . |

Visits of thig nature tend to compromize differences betwesen the
inhabitants of the Trust Territory and the Administering Authority, arnd we
are looking forward to many such visits in the future.

3. We seize this opportunity of presenting to your another memorandum |

on the Bakverl Land Problem, in emplification of those already submitted

to your Secretariat at Lake Success, New York.

4, We pray that Our Lord mey in his infinite mercy grant you’such
wisdom as vould stand you in good stead in the performance of yoﬁr
difficult talks. We hope you will Lave a happy stay amongst us and take

home with you pleasant mesmcries of your momentous visit to the Cameroons.

Ve are, Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,

(Signed): D. M, Endeley sesose (illegible)
President., Hon, Secretary |

For and on behalf of the Bakwerl People
Recelved at United Nations Headquarters: 22 Noverbor 1949,
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Aannl if5 jﬂ!“{-’ Mamorandum on Bakveri. Lani P:c ShHL am”‘

A

Fron the date t}‘o first patition frmm 'Lhe .uakweri Lund Cc"*uttee -
reschad the Tms befashw Council of 'bhe Unlted Nation Org'mis'* lon, we have
been following r&’cher anxioualy the &aoa es relating %o 1t am we have

‘necn great% enmmﬂgnd both by 4he Serion s*xcssx with vhic h the = doctmont

is Deing h.nuled ard tho Trusts emip Coancil's é;’S'bLI‘O in in,«.lding in

| J +‘% terms of referenca of 1ts visiting mission to the Cameroons, ‘uhs
| axaminatlcn of certain fari'a cmtained in the documsnts forwamed by 'blﬂe .
amefi Lamd Comittes == documerwt we further W‘Y.“h to c]aw:hy «wru. (Jml"huS"SG ,
by this Irv:mrmarmLmo ' «, R

2, To facil ﬁ:ate an ob,ject.uve s’oudy of cur documen’cs we ‘nva fouzd it

' necessary to give an idea of the terure of our 1and before it was acquirad ‘
by the Germans, and also Lo e@a‘,ate you on the cona 1tions under which our .
land was acquired by the Gumam wo gesm to uave besn hid ing thelr N

‘ oppressive mothods by fo*mula‘mng theories like those contalred in the
sectiom of the "AlL ngae% Decrea qaoted 1n ﬂe United &:Lngdom 5 ,:“j
observation on our pe tition, P N

" 3. ’ Bakwerl Land is and has a.lvays been cormmunal land with the only S
recognised bounﬂaries being those separatmp' villages. 'There has. bpen no
time vhen it has been lawiul for an 1ndlfif1ual to dlspose of 1and to aliens
either on freohold or ]easehold terms, —

4. Within the Victoria Division, all land was so aistribu ed between o
"villages that there existed no portions of surplus land vaich could have i
been classified as "ownerless", This fact is substantla’csd by the liv .Lng
evidence tiat all estates which stand on what we claim to be our land go o
by names which are genuinely Balkweri, and which once uelonged. to flourising .
villagés. ' o o
5« At ths tims when our lard was 'being acq_uired by the Gev'mans , there

was never an instance when the opinion of indigepous natives vas consulted. s

The Germans took advantage of the Bcared state which their oppressive

""‘mn thoda ha.d. thrown the Bakweris, and if an area Intsnded for acquisition
ha,ppaned to be within a villd.ge or &’ group of vil'l_acres a Ga'*man
‘administrative officer juast hed to order the natives out of the site , with™
the explana’o*oq that the lend was deman&ed ‘oy the Government. Such orders‘ \1 o f
were given in a most op’»“essive manner, there being no allowance for - e
questioning - not to talk of disobeﬂ ence’ which was most ruthlesely and
tyrannical ly punished. There was never an instance mhen a village so. - .
deprived of its site wzis compensated in any way, neither is Lnere -any time -
‘when such a village. vas shown to enother slte, good or b&do In fact a

/village |
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1age which. was umortufa*a to ha. G| 'boen glf‘tnd W’tn an Yaye™ for f’artilew
©oland co*ltl"med to bs shii’tea hn'ull it had. anchoﬁerl a ong t}re arid "barreﬁ
_slopes of the nountain. ‘ S
6, After the,1914-18 w&r, we halg,ed in the vic tovs on ’ol-e (,(’:1 1<1unt
umers’fam ing that theix s was a‘jusr. g'y ff*rmam ‘*.n \mlﬁh me i ers em,&
the rulﬁd 1ived in nerfccu fresdom, ‘fcae aooribuﬂl natlve’a hats w3 developed
| and offerad all pviv ages of endoy‘.ng th«a r*cha;} of its (.:‘Od-'g,.\.:e“l land, ‘
_y’l‘he Bx'i sh Governmant con’f‘imed. or soug_,h to confirm our belief in these
virtues at tributed ‘co i ; By their repeé ted promises since, to nake us v
once uore, owners of our land, Sedly enough we have besn left to kee
reminding and reminding, and hed’ the Britlsh lived %o be true to thelr.
| Alurmg theories and promises, the Ba mex-t would have been sometn:ng other
. than wha‘s they are today -- & race l.LViIlg in the declining g*apn of tne ‘
imninence of extemirmtion, -- 1ts only hore 'bemg the glory of its past.
T About the year 1031, gome bi’cs of land were cut mom plantatlion areas
and added on to suffering villagﬂs. These bitc were acce pted very
reluctantly, the Bakveris still maintaining that whet they expected was
all their land, with full recognition by the Govermment of their (the
Bakveri's) rights of owaership. ‘
8,. Popula‘c among the _reasons for the demand for restorabion of all all, and
nothing 1ess than all our lend vas this that mo'st villages wanted to be
retumed to their originel sites -- within the sacred shrines of thelr
forefat hcrsg '
S. There vas never a time during the German administiratlion when on frank

adm:.ssion of over-alienaulon, any attempt vas made by the German Tmperial

‘ Gover_mnent to add eny portions of alienated lard to the éuffering villages.l
In saying thié'we do nbt mean that if sﬁch an éttemnt was made anﬁ. éven
J.mnlemented 1t could have been aoprec:o.ated. because from the outset our
main demand was restorat* on of all our 1dnd with full recognition of our
right to owm it. , .

10, With the above demand standing as our princ ipal submiss 1on, one can
‘see how unfru:.‘rful the British Governmant 8 attempt to effect a compromise
by asqigning wbat they consider a substantial acreage to an individual,

has been.

1l., If the British Govemnent‘s justification in letting us have a bare
arid 134 squara miles (1n04.uding svamps) of 1lard out of & total of 63k
squere miles 1lies in ’che fact that our population in its fact decreasing
rate has run dovn to only 29, OOO then there 18 in us & fear that the
_Government .LS not in ﬁympathy vit’m our decllning state since its continuan

[will

i




T/FET u/3/zxdd 4
Page 5 ,

will only strengthen their ( thle‘ﬁritish Government's) Justification for
allot’cing to us there 134 square miles of unproductive land,
12, A proportion of the 134 square miles of land allotted to the Bakweri
- Tribe is included in the I\Tative ReServes originally demarcated by the
Imperial German Government on the barren 1ower slopes of the Cameroon
Mountain, Obviously the Nigerian Govermment!s policy is to perpetuate ’ché
late Imperial German Govelnmeht prac‘tice’ of" exclud.ing ﬁs ‘from the Ause of
the upper slopes of the mountain for. purposes of- hunbmb, hor‘ay collecting - |
. and other silvan pursuits. ' ‘ ’ s
1,{:13, Even if the British had allo*:red more than 1311 sqnare miles of our land
‘v_-;to us, we would still fail to see any Justification in having the
' government rationing out our land. for us, if we are ccns idered parfic ipants
of the security guaranteed by the bagic righ’cs of the United Nations Charter.
lLt - We have documents Which show that as far beck as 1909, a towm like
. ,Buea had as many as 9000 people. Today, ‘the indigenous vopulation of Buea,
:the largest Bakweri town, is not up to 300} Buea's is by far the best
_case, There are v:Lllagas like V’EoAU WOKOLA LIVANDA VONYANGA MOLIKO
WONYA-LIMALE, WONJAMBA, WOTUKE -~ to mention but & few -- which are
completely extinct. '
15, Ceuses of this decline ‘are all traceable to malnutrition and poverty
. resulting from acute land shortage, & deduction which’ does not. only have
' many medical reports éﬁppcrting 1t, but vhose obvious patures has not
failed %ol catch the "eye" of a disinterested. investlgator into i:he
progressive history of our tribe -- such an investigator as Professor Robert ’
- Kuezinski who having been sent out by the London University, to meke &
_-demographic study of. the Mandatéd Torritories of the Cameroons and Togolahd,
reported in his "Camercons and Togoland" ( icage‘ 350) as follows:-
"To return to the Bakweri Tribe there is no doubt that their
relegation to reserves has to a large extent made them lose
interest in life ‘.M..,_o Even if the lands allotted to them
appear largs enough_for their needs it is invariably not
fertile, for the best land has been apportioned for cultivation
in a scientific manner and to such quick profit as it has
been by European Capitalists- there is little doubt that they
would have been healthler and happler if there had been no
large allenation of land, but a policy of promoting production
' by the native himself on his own land as has been followed
with such excellent result in the Gold Coast. The development
~ would have been slower bu% it would have been surer, and it

[would



?T/PET h/3/13dd .
 Page 6

would have been possible ’c.o have maintained the :f‘ramework

of the native e‘ys’rem oﬂ goverﬂment and preserved for the
people racial nride, ‘and se‘lf-respec., which they have nov ’ .
‘ \ to a large extent lost", = o

; 16. Ve have & very recent case less than tvo months old to shov the acute
»shortage of land among the Bakweris 4n the example of a young man at ‘
Lysoke Village near Ekons Plan’oation, who anxious to expand on his father's
<_land to cultl ivate o1l palms, encroached on Cameroone Development Corpomtion
propexrty and was convicted for eighteen monthe for removing the boundax:y

- pillar,: The distence of Corroration land which tempted this young man is
less than one quarter of a mile from the village 'bcundary. ‘

17, This report speaks for iteelf and a thorougn understanding of 1te

moral- implication when placed side by side with our pe*it on will shew thet

- our demands are anything but exagge“ated. For purpose of providinn grounds |
for a more \S.etailed etudy of our case we are s’ca’cjng hereunder some of our

towns and vlllages vhose ori glnal sitas were seized and alienated for )

:ple.ntatlon purposes s

Towng or Villages knovn to be

Hams O? Estate .- original owners of land, .

Idenau A . o : ‘ :
Bibundi - .~ 1, Isongo, 2. Mokundange, 3. Iscbe, h Bibund

_ Oecchelhausen o 1. Isongo, 2, Watoke, 3. Mbasse, k. E’come,
_ o " 5, Wakingili, S
) “I.A.Povt‘! ViCtOI‘i&:

(2) Victoria Farm ’ 1. Victorie, 2. Mokunda,
(D) Ngeme " 4 Ngene.

(c) Wosumbu " - -1, Wosumbu, 2, Wesao, 3. Wokoka, k. Won\:jawa,

, . 5. Wongala, 6, Liwanda,

(@) Ewongo " ) ‘ N

(&) Wotutu " g 1. Wonyal*kombo, 2 Masengi 3. Wotutu,

) ) b, Boana, 5. Ewongo.. ‘

(f£) Boana ~ " ) . _ | , , 3

(g) Meveo (Sacheenhof) k 1, Wokéli, é. Likombe, 3. Sasse, 4, Bwassa,
(h) Tole ' o l.“Soppo Wofceka, 2. Soppo.VWovila, 3. Meveo, l

' - - | L, -Bwiyuku, 5, Wolikawg, 6. Wonginjo.
(1) Molyko o 1. Moliko, 2, Wonyenge, 3. Wonyawio, %, Womsaka

5. Wonya Mokumbe, 6, Wulu, 7. Wonjoku,

8, Bwitingl, 9, Muea, 10, Volifamba, S
‘ Ly

1 | /(3) Lysoke d



o {a) Ekona )

- (b) Mpondo §
)

T,’P"Tw/’jlﬁ_i
Pugu i

- Name of Estate S o Towng op Yiliages knovn o De

“coriginal owners of land,

(55) Tysoka ) o o | 5 1. Lyé:é?:a, 2¢ Ida*amu;,3a Wowzllt, h»g,Mosaka; o
(k) Mewcwm ) - 5. Bweor;f;‘o 6, Exona Mbengs, 7. Moli,
| | 8. Wokwels -~ -
-~ WohPV,., Binbia e Bon&»ﬁgonfoe, 2. ?iko‘o 3, 2o w?«B:lla.»
- (a) Liwerda Farm 1.1 iwanaa. Wo?ﬁ'oka, e ‘iuoaya— le“)lﬂ)Og
) (b) Tsu'e U oo l, Kczm‘oo, 2 Uonjzxxabu, 3. Wonva-Jmli. A
- Bwenge (Tamcl Fstu.ta - : S o
U.ACe TH3,) -~ - Buenge. - C
~ Ombe (Rein end Wesgel) . 1, Meweo Knlu, 2, Meweo Wo&omoea ‘
| Holtfoth o pike -
Likoxbe 1. Vula-Likos, 2. Molyko-Likomba,

3 Inenga, h, Wom;raa-Likcmpa, Se Mongandc, .
, 6. Mute“ fene. ' '
Afri_can Fruilt Company , 1. Tiko, 2+ Ewonji.

 W,A.P.V., Missellele '_ 1. Missellele, 2, Mom 3, Moﬁeka b, Mondom,

5e Likoki.

,E_“_kbna Group of plantations: -

1, Mpondo, 2. Meanja, 3. Moyuwim, b, Owe,

; . | Se Matdng;, .
(c) Meenja :

- Buea Farms o R Buea., 2 Soppo Mokongo, 3 ho’wangﬁ'

b, Woteke, 5. Wovilia, 6. Merbea,
. : T. Likoko-Membea, |
It will 'be noticed thazt in vhat ig now rai‘afred to ag the “WesL, Coagt

‘,bstatos” thore is 1ittle or no land. left to the peagant na+ivs even for

the cultivation of consumer crops for his subsish tences The result is

obviovs -- a death rate border"ng on completc ex*inction o

‘1_8. Our petition dated Aumcn“ ehth 19116, wag forwerded to the Colonial

Office, Lonrlon, before the bills ‘
(i) Vesting on the Go* emor of Nigeria rights to purchase for' the -
people of the Cameroonb lands (which were tbeirs), from ’ohe =

Cus tod ian of Bnemy Droperty.

- /{2) Legalising
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: (2) Legalising the est abiishﬁenﬁ of th e Camsroons T)evelomant
Corpo“atlon, wanich bihs were actuala‘y debated at the
Legislative Cownc il m*eu_ng of Deuem:er, 1946, and passed into
law in Jarunary, 1997 ) '

The anncuncement regerding the eut'zullclmnent in ths Cameroons Ix ovelo: ument

Od:mora'c.lm was welcome not becauss we considered the formatics of this

body an answer to the principal uﬁ‘"wanrls of our petition but burause ve

thougnt of it as an agenocy to hwp imnisement "a pclir’y of proxasing
| rxoduction by +he netive himself on his own laid eee” == to quots
Mr. Kuezinskl again. After the Governmsnt hed 8ls0 ammounced to us the |
act that thay had bought back cor land for ve -- which anncuncement was

moat “’u" COm3 «“=~ W8 n&turally loekaﬁ forward +o being consulted 88 to how
we could d1spose of any spare port*om of it so as-to derive maxlmum
bonefit from the hiring plans associated with the funct u,'.onsv of the
.Camerdons Pevelopment Corbora’tion.’ , |

19, .As ovners of ths ‘.’.anﬂ we have éd far not recoived any direct

-

compensation from the Government in the form of rents etc. which are now

being paid yearly to the Nigerien Government by the Cemeroons Develojment

| Corpcration instead of tho Bakweris who are knowh to have suffered most
from the extensive acquisition of land in Victoria Division by the German

Government and lMissionary bodies. i

These facts pi*ove it beyond doubt that the acquisition of‘ land by the i

Governor of Nigeria has not in any way altered or alleviated our position, ;
as we even have no £ay in the present distribution of the plantations in {
coznection with villages previously displaced by the German acquisition.

20, It is obviocus that the missions hold more land at present than is

necded by them for ecclestiatical and educational purroses vide réport of

the Comeroons under United Kingdom Trusteeship for 1948 page 78 paragraph

€7. As a result, they are commercialising the land (e.g. Bagel Mission to

United Trading Company, Vié’coria;‘Roman Catholic Mission Plantations at |

- Bonjongo; Roman Catholic Mission rents at Sasse), while the natives are in
Cire need of it. If Govermmant was so good as to acquire plantation lands

to relieve our present situation, we are demanding that surplus lands be

also excised from the Mission lands and handed back to us for rehabilitatilo
TUrPOses.

21, Wearly in every case, land was given to the mission by the natives

free of charge, as a security for ths free education of their children, and

land thus given was well demsrcated ty naturel boundaries, The present ka

attitude of the missions bellss the térms 'of the verbal contracts they made,

wvith our forefathers, as they all appear to be competing to make high profi)
from these lands, instead of helping the educational progress and welfare ojy
the natives. Some are so ungrateful as to demand rents from the Sons of

their benefactors vho have been forced by necessity to request favour for u
of surplus missio*x 1ands.






