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· UNITED IaNGDCM DEIEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

EMPIRE STATE EOTLDThU 

· ~ew Yor_k J., .N .-Y-.. . · . ··• ........ 

'.: '. 
30th A pr:11, 1951 

\ ~ ' . ., ' . 
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-· ~ ...... 

The- Secretary-;'· 
Truet~eeh1~Counc11, 

Sir, 
. ; •~ ; . . • ,. ,. ! ;: .. ., , ,'. • , l . . . ·. . , . , . . 

I forward herowi th a petition from the Ex-Servicemen' a Union, Victoria,· 
, , • • • , , • J • , • " • • : \ • ~ • r 

~r1tish Can:ercons, dated 17th Soptomi'.>E,r· 19501 which ~~e rsceived by the 
,I • '• ,' .. • • • • ~ • • 

Commissioner of the Corr.eroona on the 11th Jo'nuory, 1?51 and trensmi tted by him 

to the Adr.11n1ater1ng Authority who received :! t on the 6th March, 1951. I 

should be slad if you coul& errense for this petition to be circulated to the 

Jr.embers of the i'ruateeship Council in accordance w1 th the Rules of Procedure. 

(Signed) 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W.A.C. ~.ATHIESON 

(W .A .c. 1~ t.hioson) 
Altornate United Kingdom Representative 

on the Trusteeship Council 

Received at Uni.tad Nations Headciuartera: l z,iq 1951 

/no. ML2 
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INTROIDCTION: In view of the statements submitted by the Ad.ministering Authority 
: ·• ~ • ; . • • II' • • • . • l I • ~ . • ' ' 

1n reply to our memorandum which was !)resented to the UNO delegation which 

Tisited this Trust Terr~.tor, .. ~~ )4~t-.y~~, ~a-~_ :pr~ce·~·a:~i fro?n.•certe.1n basic 

findings which ere in the~elve~ incorrect~- . . - , . . 
\ ," .• ... . • • . ,.= . '• ! • • • • .. 

2. These f1nd1~e which a.re deelt with in th1a our memorandum (No. M/2) have. 
1 •;,. ,; ." t.' • ,•' ,•t, ''.-;, . ' , •, • '• '', • • I ~ •, •, . , • :· .- ••, .- ,, _. • • • •• • • ' I ~ • 

led. to a number of untenable conclusions and remarks which abound in the 
(. ... ;· .. ·.' .';· ~- .. ,-._,.: •:1 \' ,'. -~ ,' ~: ;- ·~' . • . . .. . . . 

Administering Authority's report. 

3. . I~ dealing ~ th the 'Adnrln:i~toring Author! ty •a Report we do not intend to 
. . . . . . ! ' . . ·. . '. ,: .( . . : . ~ : ; . 

indulge 1n recr1mim t1on. But :f. t ia our erdent desire to point our fingers to 
\,I : • 'f • :• ~ ; ': ,• ,r ~ . ~ , ' ; ,, '1 f • !: •• ; : : • • , • , f ,• 

those points from where the obeal:"V'ationa have gone aatray., and we would be failing 
, , '• • • • • \ ' ~ , • ,... •,. ,, :• • ' ': • • I • 1, ': '• • , • 

woefully in our duty if w did net do ao now. 
• r. ,,. ,. • . , .. • ..• , .• . • _. ~. • • .. • • ·• •. : ·'· . ,r. . "i·. ; .••. '. • . ' . ' . ' ' '.' ' ~m: DISAGREE ' . ' ., 

.... ~ • . •. t', ,} t· ·;',. • ... - . ~ '. ," ..•.... '; . \ 

4 •. -~· emphatically dieagraa .with tha AdminiateringAutbority'e Report in 'dea~ng 
. . . \ • ,. . • , . : ., ,.! ~ .'} \ : •. : ,I,. • ;. • • • .• 

!/ Noto by the Sacretarie.t: Beforenoe is mda to the observations of the 
United F.ingdom (docu.n:ent T/489) on the petition from the Ex-Servicemen's 
Union (T/FEr,4/18). The resolution of the Trusteeship Council concerning 
the ~tition ie 133 (VI). 

/with the 
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with the wel~ra,··~ns, Cane~ l)evelc,pnent Corporation & Ccmmorc1ai Firms, 

as tbe7 are erroooai's COJlCl.Usions. Either the U .K. Special Re:praaentativa wee 

mieinfomad of ybe ~ta~e· ~t: a:f'fte1~~ in this Trust Territory relative to the 

lot of ~x~ertieemen, ~ facts. have_ been miscontrued. We carraot help dwelling 

1n this opinion evf.m though observations were dona on •solemn affirmations 1. 

urtFAIB 

5• On JBse 4 (T/489) pera. 6 under Welfare ,.of, the A~n1ster1M Authorit;r•e. 

rapert, it stated in p:irt, "each division has its own Nigerian Ex•Sorvicemn 'e .. -
, _: -·. !! • • ,· •. .:· ·. . ,. '· • \ : \ ~-. 

Welfare Asooc1at1on Council on which local Ex-servicemen, who have a majority, --

representation cen voice their canplaints. The report went further to sa1 that 
the Association aitns to provide facilities, such aa hostels or r~ding rooms 
••••• etc''. In our veey humble opinion such a statanaht is very unfair-·to 'us. 
The Nigerian Welfare Association for the Ex•Servicamen of .the Victoria 

Division where the :patitionors are domiciled has the following members: 

1. The District Officer., (Cha1rrrnn) 

2. " Prov1nc1al.'1l;rig1noer·{p.w.D. Technical Adviser) 

3. " Aaeistant District Officer . . 

4. Chief the Honourable J. Mange Williama (President Fe.derated.Couno1·1) 
. . - .... ' . .. . . 

5. J,!r. x.w.n. Read, (Ag_ent _John ~olt _& co.) ':·., 
6. '' R.A. Abumw, (a private ~eine,ea~n) 

7. Mr. a. L. Carr (President Ex-service~n';e Unipn). 

8. Mr. K. A. Obae1 .(s_eoretary Ex~Sorv19~men 'a Union) 

6. It is ~arefora obvious 1n the foragoill8 that the: Ex-serv1c~men do not have . , . . . . 

a mjor1 ey rep1,'8een;tat1on in th() Coll:1cil 0::a the: Report: claims; inatead ·ere in 

the minori.ty having only 25% ropreeontation. And ~t is bocauee we ere in .the. 

minority in tb_ie Counq11: ":hich we instituted to protect .~he interoets-. of the 

blind, mimed and helpless war veteran£:! thnt we have not in any form f:JUCceeded 

1n puehing th0roughly home our honest demmde. In fact, who~ our 

dissa t1efaction v1 th the. W£lY this, Counc~l ,-ne being run bocam un~mble 

w wrote to the District, Officer, (our lett~r Raf .• No. EMJ/v /~/43 of ~0/1(50) 
expressing our d~:esatisfaction,. and advocated that in order to meinta!n 
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efficient control of the Aeaociat101l 's affairs that a i:aid fu:Ll-tl?OO :·:::.•~--.... '' . ' ' ' J. - ~·t 1, 

Se~retary be retained~· our request .'wii~; 'turiied down with the excuse of "no funds". 
" · .. ·• .. ,·:~:I'-:,,/,-~,· ·' ),1-.,,, .. ,,.,.·,"'· ... ,, . ~ . l 

The Reeettlemnt·De:partmant whose duty it we 'to'assiet·1n seeing_ tl1at'·the'· .•. 
• ; ~: • ' I ' • • ' I \ • • ,# • '4 • ' ' ~ • • • I • 

Nigerian Ex-Servicemen 'a Welfare Aeeoc:tat:fozi' Council dutiorf, arci'carried 6ut. has 
• f • • , 

al~~:. been ·ci.oaeici -d~wn. · -Th~ 'i-asuit 1~. that ;at the· 'momerit ther~'~ :ta n6 6rie1
• solely: 

rosponaible tb~ the ··council's Socretariat'dut:!es. ·· ... : .: ,' ·' ,'J . ;,' . 

. ' .. ,:,r -~ ·"°' .' ,'. ,•' .· NEGLIGENCE .. . :. •, . ·. i_ • ..,,_; ~ ··~ 

'.:::· ... · '.,•,'1-~ ~.' ~-•,~----· ~ ': • • . .,· . 

7,. "The Nigerian Ex-Servicemeri1 a· Welfare Aeaociat1on:·11aa been able to provide_· 
• ~ .. .'-~ 1, • • ' • ,·: • : • • • ' " • '.' : • •• • • • • • • • ' • • ., • • •• • • • • 

hostels, clubs and has l'i°o:poeitiona for ·buying a band fo-r, t,he·Ex•Se~,:·cotoon · ·· 1, 
•:: '!.,, ,' , f7 ,/ • ', •: '

1 
, \ ft t ;'" , ' • , ' i \ • , l • ·•' t· • . , • • 

1n· places iika Lagoa·~ Aba and Entigi.i Jri .. Nigeria. But is it not d.iagv.ating to- ,.,: :: 
' ., '\ . ; .. ·, ! . . . . • . • • ' . •. . • • . . 

eee that in the whole of this Trust Te'rritor;?' there 1a· not a singl1,· hostel or ; 

club 'ror th~ .. num~ro~a Ex:.Serv1conen?;.,Yet when:we talk of neglaet :on the pir·t of 

Governn:ent of this Tiuat Territory in·~la'tiort to'our~elvia w·;ere·rewarded· . 

w1 th terms such as 'ngi ta tors' 'troublemakers'. etc. 
~ : . ... :'t ... • ,... . t... . . • . ~ . . ,, : •. 
. . . . . .. SPECIAL :F.Em1ISSION . 

. . 
:;' 

·•.:' .•1· .... ,•· .~'"'.'~,._... ' 

. 8. '. While we' agree wfth' pare.'~''~, 'of the Ad.Dtln1atering Authority' e·'Report in 

'\dniie~t.1o~. ll1th'. the "srant· 6f_ i.60 b:, :th$ ll~g1omi Ei-Sorviceman'1fWalfan,' .. 
,. ••. , ,f. :..,, , • . \ • • · I , • , 

Aeeociati'on C~uncii, ·we hove this moh to eay,·-·tha·t we are ·not in ~ny wy.: 
-~ . ;':! : .• .' • .. . • • . ' • . . .. • . .. ' .. • . '. '. • • 

entitled to hold ~etinge or social gatherings in thia .room without ·epeci,al '·. 

permi~~i-~ to· eith~r- tha ~~e1dent of the Fedarated Council or .the Distrfot · 
\ :'.r.:: ·,. . , . • .. . •. , . . . .. . . , .. ... . . . . . 
Offfcer ooforo mee°tings are lield. In actual fact we· do'· not ·use, the room at all 

?'_ ': . ' .• • •' : I ·"' :• •, ,' •. • \ • '• •. • "' ~ , . : • • • , ' 

being the Native Appeal Court, ·am off1oee of the Pr~sidont of the Fedol'&ted- ', 
~ . '•. . . ~.:. ·. . . . - . . - .,. . - ., . Counc,i.l. -• . '··.:'' . ··. ·· · · .... , ;.. :/ 1 ! 1 • · .. 

. r,• 
!!Q_RF.ADINd ROOM 

9. 'i-e ia 1ne6~~ot lo have ,stated that 8. reading room·1s -being operated b1 . ' 
• ,;.t, :. ·r;• .. . ,. ,·, .. - .. •, . , : . ' , . ; . . . . . , . 
the Ex-Servicem:m1 a Union in tliis ·room; for as a oottor of fae.t' there ie no : ' 

Rea<U.nk• Ro~ ~f r;ey id11c1\ih. the D1via1oxi' run ei th~r by ;UB o:r any -~ther ·agenci~: ·' 
.· ··. ~ •·• ~ .... , .. _ . ,·: . . ; i ·.. . . • • •·. ; .. " ... '. ' ' : • ' ; ' . . , 

Here esnin we are forced: to mention .that 6ur a:pJ?li'ca tion to r..in e Reading Room 

for th~- ~blie wa turoo'd down evon. th·ous}l the' Regioilal Public '·Relitions .. ·· .. -
De J·rtmen~ ~-. En~gu,' ae~t a number oi' books for the purpoa·e. . The books. are a till 
held 1n ~·~, ::bf strict :Officaiv1~to:rla, 1nf1ng weto. · '· .· .. · . i . • 

,::: •. ;' .... -~ .. i .. ·"} . 
• ~ • f • ,.' '. ' • • • • 

/t Of. N s: 
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·' CAM!moom. DEVELOMNT .CORPoPA TION 
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~- . 

12;,:- T)le· Cameroons peve.lOP,Ilent Corporation_ia now·sbout the mQat dreadful 

antagonist_ of_ ,_our Union were 1 t ha~ ;iow emba,rked-upon, a sclieme of ma~s ... 

dismissals of, ex-se1-vic~tnan .m ,ita em~loy. But yet it is the largest employer 

of labour 1n thia Terr1tQry. 
, . WE ASRED:-

/... ., 

13. In order to iron our this: dif;ficul ty we wrcta the. Corporation time end again 

asking for, ~nteryiewa · only to be told the Che.1rmn cannot •enter into dealings 

with outaide Unions'. When we -still pressed the· de:n:and further, ·it ended in_. 

"the Chairmn is extren:ely busy end an interview cannot be granted". St!re.1Y w. ·. 

need a new ~lationship witlr.the :Corporat1on·based on constructive planning· 1•. _­

directed to solving the el)id.omic and scourge of unemployxoont .. now, facing· both · 

this Trust Territory and Nigeria as a· whole. 

14. The case of the Preventive Se:rvices should-not also go _uncommented. This .. 

de:r,e.rtn:ent which is merely out to chec~ smuggling .ha.8 also closed its doors 

against e.x•aervicE'ltren without what they: call. "the requisite educational 

qualifiqa tiona '.'. 

. . .- · 'Wl!l ENDORSE 
.. ----

15. We are constructed in the. circumstances to endorse. the. views· of. 

Mr. Chin-Chen Wang, Ohina 'a delege te who .ea14, inter alia that ·ha 'wished to drew . 

pirtioula!' attention to their den:and·. {zooaning· the• ez,.sorvicemon) for-wider· 

opportunities of employment ·and botter. wagea, and. their. inaietence that· o lack·. 

of educe t10Jllll · qualif1ca tione should not constitute a bar to employment"* 
"J ,• .... 

16.. In th1u connection ·we: denounce the subtle attitude of·.·tha' Cameroons 

D3velopnent Corporation and. the l?i-sventivo Se1"Vicee that they· e·hoUld ·11avt1 · ... 

emoorked on sucb a policy, as this will only hol:p to brfng•. cha<?e and great:er 1·' :· 

misunderstanding and· ,1ncreneed unemployment. 

'. • ~ > •• : ,1·. \,. 

/WE HAVE 
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.. :· ..• .-: W, 'HltVE 'JI!!'MW '!T. BEFORE-:,< · 
• .... ~ ._._...___,.... ... . ........ ! " . .,. ... ,, , •. , 

17. The Administering Autho1•ity.'·s .01:ae~at:!.~n-a ;~~i{l._O!':that the· dema~d-o~,,the ,_• .. . . . . . . . . ' . '.- .. '· ' . 
pJti t:1onera · that they ohc,,1ld be gi~on Jobe :and reepona:1.ble joba, 11Teepaet1ve of 

' , . . . . . 

eciuca·:·.~01:al and ap:parantly, other. qualifications, while 1t-botrnya a neti.li<al : . 
• ' I • 

ter..d.smcy to dwell on their needs tha.n their ca:p1citiaa.,-cannot 9f c.o~ae be ·>· 
reconciled w1 th oven the minimu.'!l requ.iro100nte of advance in this BACIDJARD . 

. . - -
·. territor;t in -wh1.ch·.-Afr1cane· of skill. and aduca.tion· ere rola~ve~ so, few ~ba_t .· 

tliey' iuuat be employod where they can eorve to boat ~dvantage. . : .. . . , 

: Th;;..t' 1a· exactly the point. :But w m.lBt .tall :the Admin.ietering Authority- we 

have:· heard of ·our rockwa1-dnees before •. In fact_ wo have heard ~re of tho 

1nca ta bili ty · of the African, .cf the . impoeefb:l.11 ty of getting Africans. to .. 

reeponeiblo' Jobs·,· of the ·1ro:r-i:rocticab111ty -of .gett~:rg f.fricana to discuss .. their, 

nation's affairs with aenao. ,' -,:..· 

· But of' one -thing we ore t,01)1~, · end the.t ·1e tha~. the ter?l ':'.backwardness•~ ,f 

as it; applies to us 1s •liko the Auotrolian booircrang ._Mnce !ta re~:ponaibili~y , 

can all oo.ea:fely·thtown back hurdor on the Ad:n..tniet~_ring AU~?rit;J~-( ·. 

ASS::)CL\1'FS 

18. We wnolaheartedly endorse and eas-ociata · ourselves with the atetamant of 

Mr. Carpio (Philippines) delegate who ''considered that an o'!:>lieatlon to s1ve ·' 

· special cona1derotion to ex-eal:"'1icemen who hod fought in 'defence of democracy·. 

we im!)l.iod in tho op-ming wordo of the. United Nations Cb~rter, w~ic.h spok~· ~f . ,,, . . .. .: 

determination to save aucceed1ng seneret1ons from th.e scourge of '!t18r! ~a we~l:. 
as in Articlei.76 which-listed tho·.rurthemnco of international. pence and · · 

' ' • • ' ' , I • 

security as the firet of tho baeio obJaotiv0s of the Trusteeship System. While 
he did not obJeot in 1,rinciple to the sucg,:>s~iona of the Sr,ec1i;il. ~epresentative, 

' ' . ,'. 

the fact that n:nny countries largely .ow0 tJ101r eurvivol to. ~he help of ~,uch , . 

overseas troops should be urgsd en those· gro1mclB t9 do ite u~~ to ~mprove 
~ ' . . .... 

the conditione referred to in the ,;:eti tion. _The ~ti,tionor~ ~~t. ~+ao be 

advised to get in touch with agenr;jea o,:- aoeociatlone sat up by the 

Adm:1n1eter1nc Authority to mako available to wr vetorane the special fs~111tiaB 

which they doearva 11
• 

.. 
.. . , . 

Jwa on 
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We on our :part might alao add that since it was declared by Britain's 

World Wer II Conservative Premier, Mr. Winston S:pencer Churchill, that the last 

ltir wa being fought "to revive the stature of man", and e.ppreoiating thie 

declaration the Colonial troops of which we are no excer>tion have co-operated 

l.1. th, and stood by l3r1 tain in her critical days. The teat is now on, and it is 

for Britain now to tall ua whether our efforts were appreciated. 

Alre11dy there :ls war in Korea, and ·we are bound to query ''shall we fight 

the r..ext war"'l Surely, if the encouragement 1a vindicated we are bound honestly 

to stand by Britain as lr:zyal subjects of •the Empire we have helped so much to 

build. 

RECOMMH:HD\TIONS - -
19. In view of the foreeoing f~cta and r.oaaona., we are oom:pelled to neke the 

following recom.".enda tiona: 

l. That the Nigerian :]x-Servics1~-n 'a Welfare Aaeocia tion Council of the 

Victoria Division should have a nvJoritJ representation of Ex-Ser1icemon. 

2. That the Higerian Ex-Servicemen's Welfare Association Council should retain 

the services of a J.llid full-tir!l1 secretary. 
3. That the Govermoont should establish for the Ex-Servicemen of this 

territory hostola and clubs and reading roams. 

4. That the loans uh1ch are now being sought from the Eastern Regional 

~velo:p111ent 1300.rd and the Eastern Regional Nigerian Ex.Servicemen' a Welfare 

Aeaoc1et1on Council for the establishment of industries in the Trust Territory 

now lying in the District Office., Victoria.., be given eymµithetic consideration 

and approval. 

5. That the Cowaa1oner of th:lo territory who mdo it specifically clear in 

hie letter No. 102/8 of 27/1/50 to the Ex-Servicemen'a Union, Victoria., of hie 

readiness to support echomes., and assist in soeing that loona are BI'anted for 

auitoble projects be requ9ated to give a path0tic consideration to the present 

loans under roviow. 

6. That tha Carreroons Dovelopnent Corporation and the Civil Preventive Services 

D3inrtment be adviaetl by the J\dln.tnistering Author! ty to temper with justice their 

present policy of discrimination against tho Ex-Servicemen in respect to 

employment. 

{SRd) Lifio Carr 
••••••••••••••••••• 

'PW>A1 ~C\."!"I 

Yours faithfully, 
for: TRE EX-S2RVIQ\\'J1'~ 1S UNION 

NIGERIA & CAMilliOONS • VICTORIA. 

, ••.• (Sgd) •••••.• 1 .••••••.••••••.•••• 
Secretary 




