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J 
In accordance with,Rule 85 of the Rules of Procedure for the Trusteeship 

Council, the Secretary-General of the United Nations transmits herewith.to 

the members of the Trusteeship Counci1 two communications, dated 

24 August 1946 and 17 November 1947 respective1y~' fr~m the Bakweri Land . . 
Committee, concerning the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under, British 

administration. ~ 

The foregoing communications were forwarded tothe Secret~ry-GeneraJ. 

by the Permanent United Kîngdom Representative to the United Nations ori 
. 1 ' 

12 Mar ch 1948. 

\ 

\ 

/Unj..ted Kingdom 
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No. 54 (144/2/48) 

.Sir, 

'1 coPY' 

'\·.., 

' . 

1 

United Kingdom Delegation· 

to the United Nations, 

New York. 

12th Marci:t; 1948 

I am directed to forward herewith copies of thê following documents 
\ 

concerning the territory,of the Cameroons under Un~ted Kingdom trusteeship 

in accordance witli~Rule 83 of the Rules of Procedure of the Trusteeship 

·· Council. 
\ ' 

(a) A communicatio.n .dated 24~h August, 1946 addressed to the 
! 

Secretary of State for the Colonies by the Secretary to the 

Bakweri Land Committee and General Secrets of the Bakweri 

Improvement Union. · 

(b) A communication dated 17th lifovember, 194 7 from the Secretari of 

the ~akweri Land Committee requesting that his previous petition 

be reconsidered and further that it be forwarded to the 

Trusteeship Council. The date of receipt of this communication 
" ' ( 

by the competent local authority in the territory was the 

19th November, 1947. 

2. On receipt of the former communication the Secretary of State for the 
1 : ' ' • 

Colonies.asked the Governor of Nigeria, through whom it had been forwarded, 
1 

to inform the petitioners that after consideration he was not prepared to 
• j . - L 

intervene, as he understood that both the Bakweri Clan Council and the 

Bakrreri Land Commi ttee were now satisfied that the establishment of the 

Cameroons Development Corporation was in the best interests of the people 

of the Cameroons~ Moreover, the Nigerian Government had posted a senior 

Administrative Officér to the Cameroons to investigate allegations that . 

the peoples residing in and around the plantations were sh?rt of land and 

had undertaken, if titose investigations showed that there was a genuine 

shortage of farming land in the plantation areas, to arrange for a. 

sufficient amount of land to be made availabl~ for the needs of the native 

reserves. 

His Excellency Monsieur Trygve Lie, 

Secretary General, 

· · United Nations, 
' ' 1 

'Lake Success, L.I. 

/3.- The Secretary 
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The Secretary of State observed tha"t the :petitioneJ:s had asked_that 

their petition be :passed to "the :perm~emt Mandates Committ~e of the Leagu~­
of Nations or any ether body that has something' to do 't-TitJ:J.·m~~ters ~·. 
concerning Ûandates". In thé normal· cou.rse the Sec:J:.etacy of. Stat.e 11~1ùd 
have-fel~ 'it desirable to pa.ss the petition to the Trusteesh5.:p Cèuncil, 

y ' • 

but- in viei·T of developments since the petition' s stlbmission he considered 
. ' 

that thé petitioners might no longer feel it neces~ary to proceed ïfith a 

petition to the Trusteeship Council. He asked the Governor of Nigeria, .· 

however, to . confirm from the pe~i tioners lvhether they wished their ~etition 
to be so forwarded. 

4. It is in accordance Mith the request contained in the communication 

dated l7th November, 1947 that I· have been instructed to forw-ard these 

documents to Your Excellency. 

I have the honour to be, 
/ 

- . Sir, 

Your Excellency's obedient servant,. 

· · ( signed) Alexander Cadogan 

Recei ved at the United Nations on 17 Narch 191~8. 

COPY 

·The Bakweri Land Committee, 

.... 

c/o The Native Administration Office, 

'. 
Buea, Càmeroons Under Br. Mandate, 

24th August, 1946. 

The Rt. Hon. The Secretary of State for the Colonies, 

Colonial Office, Downing Street, 

Wh:!.tehall, London.· 

Thro' The R~sident, Cameroons Province, Buea, 

Thro' The Chief Commissioner, Eastern ?rov~nces, Enugu, 

And Tltro' His Excellency' the Governor and Commander-in-Chief 

of Nigeria, Lagos. 

TBE BAKWERI LANDS UNDEH TEE CROvlN, CUSTODIAN AND MISSIONARY BODIES, SITUATE' 

IN TEE VICTORIA DIVISION OF. TEE CAMEROONS tniDEB 
. 

BRITISH MANDATE - PETITION ON CLAIM OF. 

lve the undersigned for and on behaif of the entire populace of ~hë 

Eakweri people i.e. includi~ the sub-tribes of .Bota and·Bimbia ·or the. 

Victoria Division in the Cameroo.ns .. Under British Mandate· (for·vhich·a · 

Co:imni ttee known as Bakweri .. Land Co.mmi ttee ~-stands) humbly · bring forward a 
' 

/case 

'. 
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' ' ...... 

, 

' 

,\ 1 • ' ~. -~ ' 

, . ~ : . \ . . . 
1 case which has be'en J.ong-lying, ahd biJ:èrlooking::o'f whi6h has :pecyi~râ:ted - . 

' . . 

very unbearable economie de:privations; ·:· · ' ' ., ":.r' "".' ::. : ,.: '.. . . ; ~,. 

A similar petition ëlated 7th August this year vias sent to the ·Chief 

Commissioner when be had an interview with.th~ Clan Council; l1er~. , In reply. 
•' . . . . -. '· . . ', ·. .. : -

to the petition which was referred to- in the agenda, he said that wheh he ï-tas. 

here as DivisionaJ. Officer he had not. got such à com:plaüit for land; and 
( . 

therefore 1-ras at a loss to see why it should a~ise now. He .further :promised . 

send.i.ng. out ·a surveyor to see wl::lether any increase of land was· necesso.ry' and . 

whether the indigonous natives • :population ·had increased. 

- In our pet:it5.on to ,the Ch~ef Comm.issioner 1 we: gave figures -vrlÙch i·rere · 

from a·_ certain book :published in Berlin ·19111 but as we intend to make our 
\ ·. . ' . 

case up-to-date, we have now qu.oted. figuree: as can be got from the 
' . 

Cameroons Plantations Head Office,, Buea. Other particulars bave been given 

in fuller detail, thus bringing in some little. differences. 

· This reply given by the Chief Commissioner has caused grea~ unrest 

among all. the :people, as they were not esking for increase, but for the 

return of the wh~le. land. It is therefore their/our .·desire that this .. oa9e 
. ' .. 

be brought to you, and copy be :passed to the Permanent Mandate Commi ttee of' 

the League of Nations or any other ''body" that bas someth:i.ng to do wi th 

' matters concerning Mandates for treat~a.ent. 
1 

After all -vre -vronder if the case 
• • 1 

of population arises - -vre all know that even three :people can own an estate 

eq~al to o~ whole area which is about 580 square miles. 
. ' PARTICULARS OF THE CASE 

A. NATIVE LAND ~'ENURE. As a background to showing how land wo.s ovined i·Te 

find it necessary to state what land tenure was in this place before the 

advent of ]j:uro:pearis. -· 

. La.J.'}.d 1vas owned :in villages, and, each village nad to chose its ·area for 

farming, after ivhich, each family chose its plots, and boundaries made. This· 

land chosen by any family automatically became the family's :pronerty. 

According to native law and eus tom this lanë.. bas . to b.e handed â.o'lm by 

:predecessors. It is considered a very sèrious crime if a member of o_ne 

family encroached on th~ farm-land of_ anothèr family .. ·This law is more , 
intense now that the~e is ver;y littlé or no farm-land left .to the native. 

B.. 'fllE CONING OF TEE GERNANS AND T~.~ÇQUISIT_ION OF OUR LAND 

By 1892, the Germens bad proclaimed our country (the Baki-reri co~try) a 

Gèrman ~erri to'ry. lihe~: they bad b~gun to settie they sta~ted surveying t~e. 
land and pieêillg it out. Wé the natives. not krio'tling wbat uas me~nt by this 

"making of traclŒ". ·- ~s we· thought :\.t. ;.,· did not p~ any bee~ e~ce:pt. in· véry 
• • •. ' 1 ~-·-: •• ·:·; .··' -~·:.·' • .. '. ' ' • , ...... -.... ~.·:~ _t,,, 

fe·u co.ses ·uhen the surveyors insisted on pe'ople removing their hou'sës that 

/there were 
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there were 'objections, wh:i.ch \.te:tie of cours~ queiie·d wi th the most atrocious 

. meâ.sures., .There wa~ no treaty .br àgtteement whatéver1 in vrhich we the Natives 

gave over ~ur ~and to the Germans, as was the case·with' o~r brothe~s, the 

Dualas, 1mo s:tgned. a treaty with the Germans in 1884 giving them their right 

of legislation and the ir land - from 4_.10 5J.egrees north latii tude to river 

Qwakwa to the south, with exception· of the land on which they were building·· 

and farming at the time. T.h:ts as the'.treaty shows, did not include us 'at all~ 
1 . 

C. ALIENATION OF OUR IJUIDS BY SALE TO INDIVIDUALS 1 MISSIONARY SOClETIES ~ 

COMPAN1ES 

The:area in the Victoria Division which belongs to the Bakweri Natives 

is about 580 square miles, and we state with much consternatio~ that betwèen 

1897'and 1905, under Von Puttkamer as 'aovernor,~over'4oo square miles· . ' 

(2581 000 acres) of what is now Victoria and Kumba Divisions were aliénated'to 

European .individuals and Companies 1 (See hand book of Nig.eria page 257). 

Of this lot, about 83,000 hectares were alienated ou·t; of the BakWe~i 
..... 

lànds situated in the Victoria Division. Sometime ago the British . ' ,, 

Govermnent found that the Native reserves were very ·inadequate, so some more. 

land was added, thus reducing - very negligibly of course - the number ··of ' ~ 
hectares alienated. 

1. Present figures of Plantations in the Bakweri Lands 

Plantation / 

Bwenga Arnbas Bay · Trading Coy • . • • • . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 
W.A_.P,V. Bota } 

1 • 

Il . . Tolle ) 

Molyko) 

Misselle1e 

• • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . .. . . . . 
Il 

If· . . . '. . . . . . . . . . . 
Il Bimbia and Mabetta . . . • • • • • • • • • 

Molivre Plantation 

Ombe . ~ . . . . 
Likomba . . . 
Holt forth 

Ekoha ••• 

Dibunsha . . 
. . 

. . . 

. . ' . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . J. . 
. . . . . . . . •. . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . \ . . . . . . . . . . 

·Bibundi A.G. Mukundange) 

. . . . . 
•'" . . . . 
• • • * • 

. . . . . 

. . . . . 
. . . 

. . 
• • t' • • 

Isongo ' ) . .. . . . . . • . . • . . . . . , • · • · 

Bibundi ) 

Oeclilhausen . . . . , . • • • . . . • . . . . . • · • · • • • 

Idenau (Sanje) . . . . . . . ' . . . . . \ . . . ' ' . . . . . . . 
A.F.C • ••• · ••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • 
Bueau Forms appràximately 

. . ... - . . . 
Palatine Mission • • . • • • • • • • . . . • • . . . . . 

--J\1eanja ·• , • , ' . . ,. . . . . . •, . . ·,. . . . . • • • • 

' ) 

~~rag_e , 

150" 

\ 9,818 

1 
• 2,445 

4,455 
12,900' 

240 

. 6,345 
675 

u,'o56 
1,764 

2,200. 

4,001 
4,998.83. 

250 
500 

6.o..;..oo.;..· _ 
~~~~502.83 

/T.here are 

\ 
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'· 

There- are 259 hectares in a square mile, therefore 82,502.83 hectar~s 

are about 318.5 square miles.' The areas mentioned above ·do not include 

se~eraL plots, say in Buea,, which were alienated to Messrs. Hol tforth, 
- . ,, ' . --. 

Justo Weiler, and Baptist and Basel Missions, of which the acreage is 

considerable. Other parts of Buea still, are proc1a:ime:a·, "Crown Lands.'', 

thus ke~ping away Natives from ~ing them. 

· VTe do not think: this. justifiable as we are but a Manda~e~ Terri tory, .; · 

and not a Bri t~sh Co.lony or Protectorate. · · · 

2. USEIESS WASTE L.AIIDS: Areas occupied by rocky barren upland slope's 

are equal to 220 square miles (see intelligence report on the Bakweri area . 

prenared in 1941 by the District offièer in charge then). Aréas occupied - ' .. . . •. 

'- by sw·aillJ?s or bogs are eg_ua~ to 30 square_ miles· approximate1y. ·This leaves 

with us nothing which was on~e our o-vm• 

D. CONSTANT CONPLAINIJ.1S AND CONTEMPLATED REDRESS BY THE GERlA.ÀN IMPERIAL 

GOVERIOO!:NT 

Severe land deprivation (to a people like ua thè.Bakweris, who are 

by nature extensive farmers) gra:-:t;ed increasingly on' our forbearances' 

thus giving rise to constant protests to the German lmpe~·ial Govérnment. 

One of the marzy complaints to the Reichstag against Go verner.· Von Puttkan:ier 

and ether officials , .. sùch as "the Chief Judge Von Brauchitsch, was on the 

forceful obtaining of lands and labour for the Plantations .in which they 

were fin~~cially interested, .so no justice could be expected from them by 

the natives. {see handbooks prepared under the direction of the historical 

section of the foreign. office -.'No .lll, pàge 23-) · · · · ,, 

After the Reichstag Inquiry and Von Puttkamer's dismissa1 in 1907, 

Dr. Seitz (1907-~0) and Glein (1910-12) fo1lovred,· bu~ no improvement on the 

Native land g_uestion was made until K. Ebermeier came into_ pm.;er in· 1913. . . 

He, after_hearing this complaint over and over,·decided to tûur the Bakweri 

village~ in order to see for hims,el:f whether our complaint ivas :founded. 

After a seven··day tour, he returned fully convinced that we needed 

amenas. So early.l914 a surveyor.known.as Van da Laan was sent to r~-suriey 

the land. He had not quite started. uhen the :first world war came on 
' 

(1914-18) thus leaving us in our old bonds still. 

E. TEE COMING OF -TEE BRITISH 

Hi th 'the ccming of. the British vrho took up thf!l. reigns of government in 

1916, we thought we ivere' going to be saved from the wreck ·- we cxpected that 

the British would not r~gard as German,· all property that.was-not acquired 

in any constitui:;ion~l .vay.· .With this anticipation, we waited patiently to 

soe what redresf:!es we:r:e bQing .contemplated. To .our .surprise, -in 1922 and 

1924, tho plantations vero put oùt ta ~uction by the Custodian. At first 

. /there was 
. . .. ' ' . ', . 
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therc was enemy restriction but when it was 'Withdro:wn,' most of. the 

plantati~~s ~ere boÙght 'back hy the ir former. German ownèrs who took · charge 

in March, 1925. These Y:ielded huge profits·.to Britain. . . 
1 

We were not.daunted still, for we knew that the promotion of our 

intêrests and dew,;topment in eil ways/ :f'ormèd .sacred trusts to tl}e British, 

and thereforè we needed only rè:nlind.ing ·them , and they. would set things right 

for.us, but till this date, despite constant.reminding of our local 

Administrative officers, we are still as we were under the Germans (with 

regards to the land question). . · 

We ask that this mistake .should not be- repeated, that i.s, TBESE' 

LANDS SHOULD NOT BE EESOLD TO TRADING COMI?ANIES OR OTEER P.LANT!mS. 

F. DEPBIVATIONS BESULTANT UFON OUR LAND HAVING BEEN GRABBED. 

Since the more fertile plains were takén from us, we had to try 

· framing on the r~cky mo\Ultain slopes·, about 6 to. 8000 :f'eet above sea level. 

No ec~nomic. crop can thrive well on this height, except probably coffee. 

All the former Native staple food-stuffs which were yams of all species, 
. . 

gourd~ of all species, · etc, cannot in any case do well on suèh ~ h~ight. 

A~ a last resort to èking out a liying, we·fell on planting a 

foreign foodstuff, which is the coco-yam (Xanthosoma sagitifolium). It 

li'as introduced into this country in.··_about 1860 by people who1 were imported 

from Fernando Po by the E!fglish Baptist Missionaries who began settling 

here in 1858. 

This crop thrives fairly well on the basalt rock which dominates 

this area, especially on the heights of 4 to 8000 feet above sea level,.· 

and is considerably easy to cultivate. But unfortunately this. is not a 

suitable food as the medical authorities testify~ and it forms the only or 
• • 1 1 

chief food here-, because of sheer necessity. Therefore it make it obvious 

th~t malnutrition is rampant. 

Our women, who by' custém are the plantera of our locally consumed 

foodstuffs, have to climb the above.mentioned'heights to. fàrm, and on their 

r~turn from the farni.s they carry véry heavy, loads, because it is .not an 

" easy '!:;ask to freq~ent those "sky-high11 farms. This causes our .women.to 

have "earlz break-down11 in health. 

This climbing of heights by mothers is also responsible for the-great. 

infant mortality in this area because pregnant mothers have to climb.these 

hoights, if they are going to provide for thcmselves and for their fa.milies"' 

Their husbands who have only knolm to 1.vork in the plantations as the' only . 

source of obta.ining money for some dcmestic ._needs (This is a p'sychological 
' • 1 

reaction on the minds of the people, which has been brought about by all 

the land having been taken away, thus making them/us slaves in our own land 

/to work 



1 • 

· T/PET.4/3 
Pa.ge·s 

.. , 

to work in plantations) · ~e , away . .;: ~o:·:thèyJ cannet; gi ve. WiYes . sufficient 

:' help .. af,l they ought to. Maln'LJ:trition:and-·e~acting physicàl activities by 

mothers, beth, +~ad well .. to-,_decx~ase,,population ari.d deteJ."'ioration of; a 
. . . . •.. .. .. . . .. . . ~ ... ~ ..... ~. . . .. . ... .. . . -,. .. . . . ',. . '. . " -

people. . , .- :· . . .. • , . , . · . . . 

_: N~ti"?es .who ;want -~0. plant··.sQme .economie cr.ops only.,rent land· from 
1 

Missiona:r;r.bodies etc~,·.tb,us paying for what to: all interits ·and pU1-poses, 

belongs .·to._t?~m •. ~~s we thi~, cloes .not .promote our ma:terial and moral 

well-being arid -our ~ocial.J>rogress, ·as was im.pose.d .. by the Mandate.· 

G. SUMMARY OF OUR POTilTS. · · .. ·. 

i 
. ! 
' 

1 
l 
·'· 

1. · . O:ur land _wb,i~h .. is pur lifé":"bloo~ N'Operty :was acquired by the Germaris · ~ 

most unc~mstitt1ticmal:Ly, ·.for there .wae.·no treaty or agreement of ariy sort 

concluded between the. qe~- Impe~i~. Goyernment·_and the• Natives of, tliis 
.·.· 

~ 
~ .,, 
4 

~ . li place. . .. :. •.. . .. 

2. The .. Germans did not even proc).aim ~hesé aands 

if ~hey did, ~ which is. not·· the 9.ase - they had no 

IJ 
~ 

"Crown L'ands"i and even ~ 
~ 

right to ·sel2 out our, 
lands. to Missionary ,bodies, an.d companies. as records in our possession · 

__ s,how. ( (vide atta_ched copy of ~ontract •. ) ., · ·· 

3. We being à Mo.ndated ,Territozy, and the.' British, .Trustees, we do not 

9ons~~e~- iit equit~ble ·that.:Çpey·should. declare àny part .of oûr land as· 

'belo~ging to the Crown (the ·King of EngJ,.and). 

4~ We. all fought .' side .for freedom· and, respect for other peoples rights i 

a~d now we have conquered - conquered also cupidity by other peopies 

propE?rty; so we hope like any other people to benefit by the struggle, or 

elsewe will be left to ask ourselves .this question viz, "Over what or why 

did we fight, and what did we conquer?" 

. In view of.the,above·mentioned points, we hold by the common laws of 

fair-deo.ling, dictated by love·of·simple truth, ànd enforced by justice 

th~t, since these lands were not acquired in a justifiable way, they were 

and . .are. misappropriated property and therefore should · ·riglitly be returned 

to us the rightful owners. · · · 

H.. CLAIMS. ·~, . 

. On the. strength of· the af'ore-mentioned point·s, we make ·the' foilowing 

claims: 
-

1. 
1 That all lands in this Mandated Territory lmown as ·"crol-m lands" 

hereupon be known. as "native lands", tc be controlled by the Natives. 

, 2. That all alienated, land of the Victoria Division in the Cameroons 

_Under British Mandate, which belong to the Natives of Bakweri of the same 

place, be returned to us, the Bakweris. · · 
... 

/As ~and 
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As land is very i!DIJOrtant ~o our economie_ well-beii?-g~ after getting it 

ali bac k. we shall conclude and ~egula.te i ts keepingnd th the Native . 

Administrations so tha:l; it shall not be \Uable to wrong use; that is the_ 
1 "" .,...... . • ' " . • •• ~. • . . 1 ' • • ! 

Native Afuninistrctions · shall-look after the :plantations on ,co-operative 
" • • .~ t ,• • • • •• • • • • f ' • t • 1 

basis, after enough of the cu.ltivated ,and uncultivated areas have been 

given to the Natives :for grow:tng local and ether cro:ps for cons1.im:ptio:ù · 

and economie :pur-poses. Proceeds accruing from· the Plantations sha.ll be 
:. ' • . 1 ( 

. used by the I1ative Administrations i~ conce1--t with the permanent land 

cornmittee, 'rer the benefit of the :people. 

3· As com;pensation for ,the many years of exploitation of ow' land, we 
' 1 

ask. to be given costs _equal to the :proceeds 't-Thich have accrued from all 

the plantations afore-menhoned for the past · five years," and every thing 

new standing on Plantations. 

4. , All Mission lands should be returned to us without costs, ex~ept 

:plots on lThich, strictly s:pe~king, houses for ecclesiastical and educat:.tonal 

ptU"Poses are situated. 
' ' 

Thè ab ove, Sir, is our case and our 'claims, and we shall be_ e:xtra-

gràteful if early treatment is given to it and the develo:pments made 

knmm to us. 

( signattlre illegible) 

(sigga.ture illegible) 

( signed L P. Mal afa 

(sigMd) A. E. Harry Mou.j'imlo 

(signed) Molin~e Ngalo 

N,jia Ugando 

his · thumb mark 

(signed) J. E. M. El-roma 

~igned) E. N. Wanja~e 

Ilome Mban;je 

his thumb impression 

. ~a ture illeglble) 

We have the honour to be; 

Sir, i 

Your most obed~ent and willing servants 

(signed) 

D. Uaffany ma Lififfaf'a. l~E~eley 

·non. Secretary to the Bakweri ' 

Land Comrnittee, and Gen. ·secretary 

of the Bakweri Improvement Union. 

,. 

\ . 1 
(signed) J .. M. Nokege 

(signature illegible) / 

(signature illegible) 

(signed) Y. M. Molute· 

(si@ed) Manda Linvon,jo' 
\ 

Loka Lingange 
his thumb irr~ression 

' 

(si@ed) J. M. Jaffa. 

Nanga Mbele 

his thumb impression 

, (signed) H. W. Ewoma 

/(signature) 
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J..êignature. ille.gible) 

(signature ilYegible) 

·Max Bwana 

his thumb impression 

(signature illegi.ble }·-·--

Monono Monde 
his thumb impression 

(signature illegi'J?;.;;;l;.;;:.e.:..) ---­

(signature illegible} 

/ 

/COPY 
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Between the Imperial do'V"e~nm~n·h of. the Cameréons lvi th the. sanction 
- ' 

of _the Foreign Office Colonial Section and F. H. Vieter Apostolic of 

· the Catholic Hission of the PaJ.lotines the following agreement is · 

: he:r.eby concluded. 
J 

The II!lil~rial Government sell.s t_o the Oa.tholic Mission of the· 

Pallotines a plantation :pro}>e:rty situated in the Cameroons Protectorats 
' 

ha.ving an area of seme 500 ha<ftres site and area whereof are shawn on 

Von Besser's survey :plan. 
\ ~ .. 

The Purchaser shall defray the cost of the survey. 

\ . 
Th~ purchaser :priee is ·fixed at 5 marks per héctre •. It sh11ll be paid 

l ' • 
' 1 

immcdiutely on conclusion of the agreement, into the legation ireasury of 

the Foreign Off~ce. 
·1 . 4. 

The Governmènt will assj.,st the purchaser tc regulate the relations 

with the native villages' situated within the property sold• 

1, . 5· 

The following c.ond:!.tions shall govern the cultivation and further 

disposal of the land named in 1. 

(a) The purc~aser shall every year take lO·hectres of. the 

acquired land into cultivation. Should more than 10 

hectres be tak~n into cultivation in any one year 

they may be taken into account for the year following. 

(b) The Iand described in 1 may be disposed of only with the 

consent of the Government of Cameroons. 
6. ( 

. , Disregard of the conditions set fo~th in 5 shall entail the 

fol~oving lawful penalties: 

(a) In the case 5 section 1, the Imperial Governreent shall be 

entitled according to choice either to deprive the :purchaser 
• \ • 1 

of a plot of land con·onponiti.ng to the number of hectares· in 

regard tc lvhich the obligation- ·to cultiva te· bas not been :ful 

fulfilled or tc démand payment for every hectre short~ 

cultivated of a contractuel penalty which is hereby fixed at 

5 marks. This condition shall not be applied in the ~vent of 

extraordinary accidents, disturbances, failure of crops and 

ether cases of force majuere. 

/(b) In the 

. \ 

\ 
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(b) In the· case of 5 sé~ion 2 any aisposal carried out without 
; ,\ ' 

sanction shall bè invalj.d an~. the land ~Tongf1ùly sold shall 

rever:t' to the !ril~ê~~al Gov-ernm~nt. 
7. 

The purchaser shali place at the disposal· of the Imperial Governmen~ 
' on demand any· land situated within the Territory described in 1 '\vhich may 

1 ' • 

be required·for rai1ways or public roads for the priee of 5 maxks per 

. hectre plus 5 percent11m interest a3 from the conclusion of this present 

agreement. 

Shou1d land be demanded pursuan:t to this condition which has been 

declared cultivated, then the expenses incurred in clearing and cultivating 

the land demanded shall be refunded in . addition td the priee of 5 marks . 

per hectre. 

8. .• 
1 

The pÛrchaser -shall defray the cost-of this agreement whereof each 

of the contracting parties sha11 receive en executed copy. 

\ 

(Sgd) Dr Seitz 

L.S. for Imperial Governor 

1 

Cameroons, March 18th 1898 

(Sgd) F. Heinrich Vieter 

A. Pr. 

Perfect Appoltolic of the 

Mission of the Pa1lotines. · 

/COFY. 
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TEE BAKWERI LAND CO:MMITTEE, 

c/o The Native Administration Office, · 
BUEA, Cameroons Under British ~date 

17th November, 194 7 1 ~ 
The 'Rt. ·Hon. llie Secretary of states 

Colonial Office, Downing Street, 
Whi tehell, London -

Thro' The District Officer, V!tt:rtoria 
\ 

Thro' The Resident Cameroons Province, Buea 
' ' 

Thro' The_ Chief' Commissioner 1 E. P. Enugu 

And thro' His Excellency the Governor of Nigeria • 
•.. LAGOS 

Sir, 

The Bakweri lands under the crown, custodian and 

Mlssionary bodies,·situate in the Victoria Division 

of the Cameroons under British Mandate - Claim of -

With reference to the re:ply sent to·the Bakweri Land Gommittee 

regarding their petition dated on the 24th of' August 1946, through the 

N~gerian Government; I am to state that after a composite Committee 

comprising the Land Committee an~ Clan Council in which the reply was 

~iscussed had sat, I am directed to state that they are very grateful for 

your most honoured consideration given to their humble petition. 

That wi th regard to the establishm~nt of the 'Cameroons Develo:pment 

Corporation,· they observe that. they could not but a:pprove of its 

institution af'ter all the relevant legislations for' its bi_rth had.been : 

enacted beforehand. 

That they still wish that'their case as already stated- point by . ' 

'point- should be dealt with.in that light, and that while they cannet 
• < 

stand in way of the Senior Di?trict Officer sent to the Cameroon,s to 

investigate the shortage of· land, .I am to state that they beg_ ta call. 

attention to the fact that theY. are claiming exclusive ownership of all 
' ' 

Plantation Lands. in the Division~· and not merely asking for additions to 

what lot is left to them nmr. 

I am also to state that the aboye mentioned composite Committee 

therefore pray for a reconsideration of their.:petition, and go furt{ler to. 

ask that i t b.e f'orwarded to the Trusteeship Council. 

DMLE/MNW. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant. 

(signed) D. M. l'Endeley 
~- Secretary Bakweri- Land Committee. 

j 

\ \ 

\ 




