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In accordance with Rule 85 of the Rules of Procedure, for the 

Trusteeship Council, the. Secretary-General of the United Nations transmits 

herewith to the members of the Trusteeship Council a communication dated 

28 November 1947 from st. Joan's Social and Political Alliance concerning 

the Trust Territory of the Cameroona under British administration. 
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S'1,1. JO.Al'.J 'S SOCIAL .AND POLITICAL ALLIANCE 

(Non-Party) 

55, Bernera Street, 
r 

London, W.l, 

England. 

November. 28th; 1947 

Dear Sir, 

Nay 'He ask you kind1y to drai·T the attention of the Tru~rl;eeship 

Counci1 to the artic1e·on page 61 of the enc1osed copy of the Catholic. 

Citizen. 

The Chief of Section, 
United Nations, 

Trusteeship Council, 
Nev York 

U.S.A. 

• 

I am, 

Y ours fai thftùly, 

(signed) F. Barry 

Hon. Secretary. 

Received at the United Nations on 1 December 1947. 
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Excerpt from TEE CATHOLIC CITIZEN (Organ of St. Joan's Social and Political 
Alliance), Vol. XXXIII, No. 8, August-September, 1947, page 61. 

OUR AFRICAN SISTERS 

We QUOte the followlng from The Franciscan Missionary Herald, Organ of 
The Franciscan Missionari~s of St. Joseph, Patricroft, Manchester. 

"Just Cargo" -- "A girl was grinding corn in the small space in 
front of her father 1s hut. She was about thirteen years old, a fine child 
clad in native dress. Two or three men walked down the road looking from 
side to side -- they stopped -- looked hard at the girl who, QUite 
unconscious of their looks, continued her back-breaking task. Then the 
leader, or 1Chinda 1 as he is called, stepped forward -- dragged the child 
to her feet.and with a piece of red cam wood put a mark on her forehead -
stripped off her clothes and left her standing naked. The girl howled 
like a wounded animal -- she was doomed. Her father came out and saw the 
mark and lmew what it meant. She was branded! Off the 1Chinda 1 and his 
men went; the ir. day r s work for the King had be en done • 

11JIJext 'day, Papa arrayed in his tribal splendeur, sets off for the 
King's Compound. The girl, nothing on but a string of large native seeds 
round her neck, comas sobbing behind. They come to the King's Compound; 
guards in native coat~ with erect spears, stand on guard. -The King, 
a man of about eighty years, sits on a native throne, a leopard under 
his feet. About one hundred of his six hundred wives stand round him in 
a semi-circle -- naked -- as is the privilege and custom of the 1King 1s 
Own.' The father steps forward, benda his knees so that although bent 
forward, he is still on his feet, elaps his hands three times, then 
standing upright, drags his daughter forward, throws heron-the ground in 
front of the King, who steps forward, puts his right foot on top of the 
girl's body which means 1I accept this piece of Cqrgo.' The girl is then 
taken away by one of .the older wives and this poor child 't'lill probably -
be a mother at fourteen years. 

"Do not think this is just an isolated case. This is the everyday 
custom of the 1Bekom1 tribe of the British Cameroons.· The Kïng sends 
out his 1Chinda r and. i;his is vThat happens wi th girls, young children 
and ca ttle • " 

Human Rights Commission please note! 




