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4 Note by the Secretary-Ceneral: In accordance with fule 8l of 'the"i o
rules of procedure for the Trusteeshlp Council, the Secretary-Gen&ral
has the honour to transmit. ‘herewith to the members of the Trus’ceeship
Counml a communication dated 4 November 1949 from the Camuroons I\Tauional
Federation concerning the Trust Territories of the Cameroons und.f.r A
British edministration and the. Caneroons under French admlnistratlon
Thls commnication wag Jtransmitted to the Secretary—General by the -
Uni’ced. Nations Visiting Migsion to Trust Termtori es in West Africa,
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‘The au’cached Memecrandum has been pr ==mrcc1 qnd. compiled und er our

. direc uiOIlS and is In complete ecccrd with our wishes, anl its COII‘buI’L'tS

having been carefully rzad over and explained 0 us, we have exyr es.,ed

our satisfaction with ite- entire con Lcnw ard adopted. same for :prescn’sa’c.lon

. to the Visiting Mission of the Trus t gship Council of the United Nations -
Organieation in the Cemeroons (bndcr United Kingdlom Trusteeshi p)

Nevember, 1949, and hereby subscribe our Signatures ¢r Thuab ma.ll's the:eto

' on behalf of ourselves, our respactive organisa tions, and our tribesmens:

Teme in full

Signature or Mark Orgamsé.fbion
1. M.L. Mbame (srd.) M. L. MBAME : Balkweri Inmrovement
‘ : Union o
2. . N. M. Twusi " N. M., BJUSI '
3. D.M.I.Endeley " D.M.L. INDELEY (Secrotary) Bakweri Land -
Committee ‘
L, G.P.lMalafa " G. P. MALAFA S
H. T. Devine § ---=(illegible) (Vice Cameroons Dev, Corpir
President) - Workers' Union
6. P.K. Johnson " P. K. JOHNSON "
7. J. A, Mukete v J. A. Mukete Bafaw Impros fement
: Uz}ion
8. G. I. ibongo " G. I. MBONGO. oo A
9.  D.M.Mukete , " D. M. MUKETE , Bakundn Improvement
' Union
10. H. N. Mulango " H. N. MULANGO (Pres.) "
11. D.B.Livingstone " D. B. LIVINGSTONE (Sec.) Balondo Improvemen’c
) ' Union .
12, S. A. Dbvanja n S. A. EBANJA (Pree.) " , f
13.. E.F. Ebai " E. F. IBAT (Scct.) Balong Tribal Union
14, W.I. Baloma " W. I. BAKOMA (Pres.) o
15. P. Susa " P, SUSA Balne Improvement
Union
16 7]
17. K. Achan de Bohn " K. ACHABIN DE 'BOHN ALl - Bekossi

Improvement League

T
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CAMEROONS NATIONAL FEDERATION

'MEMORANDUM T TEE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS ommsmrxons, :
" Through the Visiting Mission to the Cameroons in November 1949,
By the Cemercons National Federation » founded at Kumba, May lhth 19149. ‘

INTRODUCTION

" The Camercona National Federation, foupded at Kumba on May 1!+th, 1949,

during an All Cameroons Conference atterded by representetiveeof over

- ‘fifteen tribel Unions and all ethnic grgups in the British Camercons, is &
B Federation of all progressive Tribal Uniops, Leagues, Comml ttes,” end other
- organisations of Cameroons. indigenous natives of the territory under.

United Kingdom Trusteoship, with provision to enlist any 1ndigenous native
organisation existing anywhere in the Tyugteeship Territory of the Cameroons
whether British or French, coming up fo¥ membership.

‘At the moment, the Federation conesigts of some seventeen organisations,
sixteen from the British, and one from the French, but all resident in the
‘British Territory. S
o Among the delegates at the Innaugural Conference of the Cameroons
Netional Federation were Natural Rulers, Tribal Leaders, Businessmen, Trade
Unioniete Journalists, Schoolmasters, Farmers, Studcnts, etc. ’

'I‘he following were the fourdation member Unions of the Federation who

were represented by at least five delegatea per Union at the Innaugural .
Conference.

- VICTORIA DIVISION
The Bokweri Improvement Union
The Bakweri land Cleim Committee.

The Cameroons Development Corporation Workers' Union.
KUMBA DIVISION - | o

The Bafaw Improvement Union
The Bakundu Improvement Union.
The Balondo Improvement Union
The Baleng Tribal Union.
The Balue Improvement Union.
The All Bekossl Improvement League ,
The Bakossi Land Claim Committee, . ,
The Ngolo-Ba‘canga-Bima-BalondobadiLo Improvement Union
The Mbonge Improvement Union..
, ‘The Isangele Farming Aseocia.tion.
. MAMFF, DIVISION -
The E.jaghem Inprovenment Union.
The Mamfe Improvement Union, Victoria.

- /BAMENDA DIVISION
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:BAMENDA DIVISION N .
_ 'I'he Bamenda Improvement Association

The Ball Improvement Union. o . S ’
'FRENCH CAMEROONS . .~ A
.--The BaminJang Improvement Union s Kumba ; ‘ ] o

Sigxﬂflcant among the decisions taken at this Conference of the ‘ |

, Cameroons National Federation, wes a resolution for submission. of 8’ i
-, memorandum on some ‘of the most acute problems of the Trust Territory of
~ ‘the Cameroons, to the Trusteeship Cowncil of the United Nations' -

f  Organisation; through 1ts Visiting Mission to the Cameroons, in . \
November 1949, in accordance with the stipulations of Article 8& of the e
Rules of Procedure of the Trusteeship Council. ' SRS
‘In fulfllment of thet decision therefore, the COnference—in-SessionW
| drafted the- follomng memorandum for submission through the visiting
" Mission of the Trusteeehip Council oi' the United Nations Organieaticn
the highest euthority end supreme guardien ‘of this terrltory, its peoples
and 1ts resources, while it is yet immature to assume the full status of’
. ~ We forward these eubmissions to the Trusteeship Conncil With 8 vi ew

 that presaure may be brought to bear on the Administering Authorities. of

' the Cameroons Territory. to accelerate their rate of development of the Sl
| territory a@&,@ vhole with due regard to advencing the materlal, social
~ educational and political welfare of its inhabitants in i‘ulfllment of

" the Waeic obJectives of the Intgrnational Trusteeship eystem With
~ particular reference to Article T6 (b) and (c) of the United Netions
| Cherter, end the provisions &nd terms of ‘eechtrusteeehip agreemente"

. 'an 1ndependent or oelf-governing State. .

Briefly, our submissions fall under the following categories: ™

A.  EDUCATION, -~ PR L L

o For over thirty years since the Cameroons 'became eMende.ted and

' ‘later a Trust Territory, under United Kingdom Admlnistration, the hlgheet
| Government educatlonal Institution in the 'I‘erritory is a Centre for the Vo
Training of Teachers for ‘the Elementary Certiflcate > the minimum
_‘lualification in Nigeria to entitle .one 1o the eituation of Schoolmaster ‘
S‘carted in 1932 and re.ised to Higher Elementary ‘standerd in 191+7 Along /
, with this, there are some five Government Primary Schools. There is not ,'“
& Bingle Government Secondary School in. the Territory, after nearly
thirty—five yeers of Britieh stay, while for the same period the French .
have in, their section, some sixteen Secondery schools flouriehinga So far,“ﬁ_\

o : /the only

§
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the onlv avenue through w‘qich Cameroona youths have been acquiring
secondary and higher education is by studying in Nigerian secondary
schoola, where on the average, it has been thrice as expensive for the
' Cameroons stﬁdent ag for his loceal Nigeriah comerade. At the momert

“the only existing Secondary school'in the Zritish Caméroons is that o ,
- established about 19L0, by the Roman Catholic Mission, a voluntary AgencJ -
 . The St. Joseph's.College, Sasse. There is a feverlsh attempt by the ‘

Basel Mission (Swiss). to rival the Cathelic to establish ano*her at Bal:L
. in Bopenda this year.

,/,

On the part of wvomen, the position is far worse,. as there. is not a
single. Govermment girls school in the entire ‘territory and. the onl,;
existing gu'l schools are run by Foreign voluntary Mlssiondry Aoenc;ies »
‘the Roman Catholic Mission, and the Swiss Basel Mission, while a .. - ‘
eprinkling of girls is- genm'ally miwced in the five, boy schools mentioned
above. Till date, all girla from this Territory have had. to go over to
Nigeria for thelr Secondary Education and Teachers Certificatee..;_ ’

- But for the commendable part the Missiomry bodies are pl‘lyl.ng in
. the. Cameroons in tho fileld of Education, the picture would have been
completely different from what it now is, wiith regard to Elementary
~education, while with respect to secondary educatipn,. the prospects of
~a college could have been still remote 1f not cofapletely abseht s ‘f{gx; this
torritory.. , , . S | '

. The general. opinion in the Camsroons is -that Britain a8 the -

.Administerlng Authority of this territory has.completely failed to ‘ablde

by the stipulations of Article XII of -her Trusteeship Agreement, which

declarea: - o i

"The Administering Authority shall, as may be appropriateg;’bc
the circumstences of the Territory,.ccntinue and extend a general
syatem of Elementary educeticn designed to sbolish illiteracy and
.- population, child and adult, and.shall similarly provide such

-facilities as may prove desirable and pnicti_aable in the irite:;é.gt
-of the inhabitants for qualified. si;udepts tog‘eceivej éecondary»gnd
higher .education, 1ncluding,‘profesgs_ione‘ll;_training." |

. B+ : ECONOMIC.DEVILOPMENT . ' - . R

o Ater three decades of British Administration of the Cameroons y -

Economic Development of the people in the -opinion of competsnt authorities,

has not made the slightest advance from where the Germans loft 1t The

"+ “tempo.at which the Germans left the Cameroons -on this particular item

:..41ed down a8 a.result of the ,genera.l neglect of the Cameroo s by Britain
since 1t took over after the World Wer 1 - a fact ‘which h ‘been admitted
by the Secretary of State himself (vide Bansard, 20th Julfy 1944).

: /undeveloped
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| undévelOPea people in an undeveloped country devold of education
‘particularly industrial, have been left to "develop their own initiative

towarde their economic advancement" without the necessary pre-requisites .
towards such development. ' ‘
The resul’- is that the Cameroons plantations offered the feasible .

, avenue of earn:mg a living for a great percentage of the il...iterate and’

b ,'semi 111iterate population. ' The mament a boy ettains menhood, his first
- venture outside his home is intq the plantations, and when it is J:-ea1 ized
how weges in these plantations sustain ‘only a hand to mouth existence ] R

it can “be appreciated what the progpects of - the Cameroons plantation -

workers have, in the field of economio development s and vhat cortrlbution
‘ “he makes w.u.th his wages, 1nto the country 8 general economy.,

On the other hand, vhere en answer could have come agalnst the plight L
of the :Llliterete Cameroonian L, Government hes not created the prereq_uieite
by providing emple education, especially agriculture.l, technical and
compercial, to enable development _of individual initi'ativ_e towa:rde -

~economic advancement.

The sprinkling of educated youths in the oountry are generall,f
abeorbed as teachers ard cle*-zcs ’ ‘and with the starvation wagee and
salaries earned, there is Juet no poesibility of raising eny capital

Atovards e.n‘oarxation upon any individual enterprise of note. -

As a preliminary. to firm economic development of the countr;y‘ s
Agricultural Technical and Copmerciel educatlon are indiepensa‘nle .
necessities, about which the Aéministering Authorlty has for thlrty-five o
years, done practically nothing. The off repeated' charge‘of arm-chair
crities that the Cameroonian is lazy and lacks initieti .ve is absolutely

1grcmndlecxe, becauss in the absence of these 1ndiepeneable fundamentals

, towarde ecoromic advancement , how else could the Cameroons native be..

Beeides, there are terrific forces like the plantations enatching off

the illiterate youths, while ths educated ones are absorbed by Government, ol

Miesion, end Commercml firms as clerks or teachers.‘ The reeult is that, -

- such young men as are left in the villages are either those who are .

unfit for Buropean employment, or ot"lerwise engaged in the activities o

of the normal villege life - working on the small famlly farm, or

hunting or fishing to support the asgeing parents. o |
Sometimes, however, one find‘s some cocoa, palm produce, etc.

'exported from the territory, but this is generally 0 negligible to

affect to eny appreciable extent, the general economy of the country.

et o e M/AlSO, 'there&



~ Also, there are & number of young men who have acquired eomel A
f;education, and who poseees a coneiderable amount, of initlative but who -

‘lack the initial capital with which to embark upon any worth-while
'~economic pro1ect.

- Some Govrznment aunthorities when questioned regarding 1ack of
:economic development in the Camercons, have been noticed to dellght in
passing the buck to “the Camexoons netive as being lazy

‘ letharglc, and
- lacking initjatjve.

The question then arises » &8 to what the Administering
"Authority has done to combat this elleged laziness and lethargy.” Taxes ‘

in Nigeria for example are lower than taxés in the Camercons, and: yet the

y Cameroonian regularly pays his tribute from vhich he reaps practically »

no eppreciable benefit. Is the Cameroonian by nature and blood lazy? .

- If so, have the French the seme complaints against the natives inftneir

i neection of the Cemeroons who happen to be of the some raclal etock,as

" the British Cameroonien? R

There are certain basic furdamentals towardsvindividual‘humanQ '

development which must be created for the citizen by the ruling power,
othorwise, individual development améng & backward people: cammot be

.possible. For example, tho iuling pover must emply provide schools to

" educate the natives on how to ererge from the Eimple peasant or - -
plontation labourer's hand to mouth exietencé‘into civilized end fuller

: living in keeping with the status of developed man. After the schools
which provide the knowledge, there must be an avenue of raising capital
through employment vith reasonable earnings. Tn the absence of these
provisos, it is regerded a capital and ridiculous attempt to ovade’ world
condemnation on tho part of the Adminietering Authority to accuse the‘-
Cameroone native of ' lazineee and lack of inltiative”, with regards his
“economic advancement. '

' The Cameroons National Federation is convinced that the Administering
Authority hes menifested a shoc king smount of negligence towards/if”
developing the Cameroons economically, and submits here that the United
Natione through the Trusteeehip ‘Council be requested to bring presgure

to bear on Britain with a view to urging her to accelerate her present |
rete of economic development of the Camercons.

- Co HEAETH ,
7 of the most urgent and preeeing problems 1n the Cemeroons today,
Vthere is hardly eny which is more acute than the heelth question. That
. some 900,000 people have only some four to five Medical Officers’ to
attend to their health, is enough to impress upon eny one, the horrible.
state of affairs in the Cameroons today, on the point of the people e ?
I health

’

/There a.r 9 o :
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" There are in the territory only four to five Government Hospitals,/l; ‘
’and of these,. only one deserves to be called 8 hospitel The others are . ,
,,little or no better than dispensar*es with appelllng conditions for / L
patients. TFor example, at Ktmba, the only hospital for about lOO OOO
people in the nine tribes of Kumba Division2 there is neither,tater nor-
‘light for the patients. Patients therefore bathe in & mudy little brook
by the wayslde, to. the deily disgnst of”the‘local'populace.~ At night R
those who can provide- themselves with small bush lamps use them, thile ‘
_those who cannot, sleep with. the sun and wake with the. seme in complete e
rlblackout. R ‘ o : ‘, U ”;
Hospitals are so grossly ineaequate fcr the populations that it is ﬁtlz?&
not unusuel for a tribesmen who has walked eixty miles or more to reach :fQ?’
a hosnital with, for instance an oneretion c@se, to be told to . go beck |

and come the following season, as the Doctor's list is often full for
months. A number of Native Authority Disopeiisaries eetablished in some
districts in the territory are Just better than nothing, in that they '
~can only, treat mitor cases like scabies, ringwcrm, emell soree, and i'{ﬁ"éak
. ailments requiring only a sinple purge.. - : . f‘A '
« Throughout the uerritory, sicknecs is prov alent the most horrible
being leprosy. This terrible disesse is extremely . rampent particularly
in Mamfe Div1sion where eomn authorities declare that at least 25 per centxéwz
of the population are effected.‘ Recently, a Leper Colony was closed down ";
at Memie by the Government and two hundred lepers were let loose on’ the .
,"healthy nopuletion again. The Colony had been started by a young men
'Awho hinself had been e leper, but who had been cured at the Church of .
A'Scotland Leper Colony, at Itu, Nigeria. He had ncrsueded two hundred:llieeéf?:
1eners to leeve their homes and leeve by t.cmselves with him at his‘;;l?»;fe
little colony where, applying his experience in leprosy curing gainea at i
Itu, he succeeded in curing four men vho were p-onounced clean by a ' Y
‘Government Medical Officer,'end awarded health Certificetes. He leter‘ ‘f*
eucceeded in persuading the local Native Authority to help the scheme -
with a subsistence allowance of 5/— per leper per month. The people
vere. therefors. shocked when Government ordered the closing down of the
colonj, and the disbanding of the" lepers. ‘ L
Almost a&ll over the territory, the sick. ard healthy live together, ﬁ‘
lepers and clean eat, live, and drink together With the healthy
population, yet Government merely looks on. For 1nstance, after the .
Namfe leper colonJ had been closed the people protested to the Governor
ina welcome eddress during hie visit to the Cemeroons in,November l9h8 ‘
but to the best of our knowledge, nothing hes been done.‘ﬁjx,.‘\ l}“:lJf“;
/There is :ﬁ- o
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Thére is today, a geineral and progressive extinction of thé c‘a'méroonsr
people DOthGE‘blG in almost overy tribe, a8 & result of this’ unconcern

’ about the peoTle's health. This is s true as it is alarmmc, but it is
a gmm reality that we must face.

The .Cumeroons Natlonal Feduration is solemnly placfmg 1'1: before the
United Nations, the Supreme Guerdien of this territory, that un] £88
somethmg is done, end that right now, about the heslth of the Caaeroons
people, particularly aboat the horrible leprosy plague, the Cameroons race
might die out befere thé exviration of this century.’

All villeges and tribes are fust shrin! king in size, and in numbers.

‘We are alarmed. Our very existonco on earth as a race is seriously .

throatoned. We appeal to the United Netions Organisation to intervéne

quickly.

D. ADMINISIR I.’RPTION

After thirty years now, the Cdme rooas people have realised that the
systom of adml niuter:lngg the Cameroons es &n upperdage to a Reglon in -
Kigeria had not been to their beut {nterests. The syatenm is most
unsatisfactory, in that it does not only shut the Camoroons out of the .
notice of the Administering Authority, but even more, tends to create\ .*..n

,the- Camoroons loss of the fact, as dlstinct from Nigerié, the Cemeroons as
a Trust territory, is an International Corcern. Iustead of arresting the
direct attention of the Administering Authority whi ch hasg pledged before

* the United Nations ’co hold the Camoroons in trust for kumgmfy, and develop

her in accordence ‘with the terms of the Trusteeship Agrecment, the system
of sdministering the Cemeroons a8 a part of the Easterm Provinces of - _

Nigeria has for 'the laat uh" rty yoars earned for the territory, no’ching

- but shocking neg..ect.

The general demand by the Cameroons people hao thersfore been, ’che
cbnstitution of the Cameroons into & disti.r;ct rogion of its own under a :
High Commissioner who will be directly responsibie to the Governor in
Lagos. Tho buslc o'bjec‘cives has been the constitutlion of an assembly
which will enable the unilt vy of all sections of the Trust Territor;y’ Nor‘bh
‘end South, French and British and a froe discussion of t‘leir common '

problems as a 'I‘rust Territory and a fore:unner to the provi sion of
article 76(b) and (c) of the UNO Charter. -

The excuse on the part of the Pdmlni.;teriné Authority for requiDS
to grant the Cameroons Roglonel status » based on an alleged fina.ncial «
&ncapacity of the Cameroons to constituts a region is unacceptable ) because:
first, if after thirty years of British rule the Cameroons is still

/£inenc iall.'Y

. B
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ﬂnancia.v_ly e ﬂel“-snpporting, What gua.rantee is there tha Sly;.e‘/:wili :
pecoue §9LL- supporting by contmuing unier the same sys tem. - e

Secundly, if Governuent allows the Camsroons to be +he To V‘p351ual/ o
\ ﬁéﬁFiaB liebility on the rest of the East tern Provinces s of Z\Tigeria, what =
prevents: COVGI"J."HGILU from ailowing the Cameroons to be the i‘inancml N |
118bil ity on the 1‘eso cf Nigeria, by g“an’cing us our demanﬁed naglonal
status. ‘ : T
‘tuirdly, 1t et rikos us a8 sirenge that Gevernment should be vum’riuiﬁgf” .
to consider a change in the syctem of ar‘ni“listering the Camerocns as part.
of the Bastern Provinces of Nilgeria, when it I‘ully admi ts its. i‘allure by
decla.ng the Ceamxeroons Ilnancially no*x-self-suppo ~tin4_,, s alter ov Fer thirty
years under this administrative system. . S

And Fourthly, all Cameroonians are fully convinced that without taxes,
our full share of the Colonial Development grants, our profits from ths
Cameroons Develcpment Corporation, we shaell be fully financially aelf-.
gupporting, or if we are not, and the Administering Authority wcénnot’ &o‘
\ scmething of iteelf to alleviate the position, we shall, in our capacity
“gp Trusy Territory, appeal to the United Nations O"ganisation.

, "If all the Caineroons as one man ars opposed to the present

4 oo

v

Adminigtretive system which dercgates us into an appendags to a Region in o

the Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria, it is because of the absencs ‘of_ o

direct representetion to the Leglalative Council of Nigeria, through this

faulty systewm. Owing to the undeuoc*atic system of Electoral Colleges in

the legislative system of the country as a reoult of the unpopular Picharda

Constitutlon, the Cemercons lost representation to the Legislative thrx.ugh
the Eestern House of Asgembly where out of some fifteen mezbers 5. only two
~chiefs are representing e Caueroons. During the election from emong

their nunbers for five men to go into the Legislative Council in-Le.go's,, th'e‘in.f‘

Caneroons reprosszt>tivos were coaspicuously left ovs, In oxder that some - ' -

at least of our numerous problems and grievaaces might reach ths
Leeislative Councill, Camsrocas youths submitted memorenda through men like
Dr. Nriémndi Azikive fcr submission to the Covernor r-in-Council. How tben
could this system of adminisetsring the Territory be eaid to be to our 'best
interest when we are not dixectly raprese'xted in the Country 8 Lngislature.
In what way 1s Britain promoting our progrossive development towards B
self-goverament or independence, vhen we are denied one of the bagic o
Principles of democracy-represeniation. -
The gravity of the situation can bs more vividly appreciated s when

1% 15 realised that the French have provided their section of the Cameroone o

representation in the Highest Fronch Assembly, equiv&lent to the British
Parliament. :
‘ /In the eve‘nt;
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", In the event of & eeparate region for the Cameroons .the f@ilowing

1. There shell be gieater attention on tle verritory from t.he N '

Adminietering Authority, and consequently deVGlOpment sh all be. e

" concentrated. IR '

2. Through growing by iteelf, the Cameroons shall. retain its
ldentity as & Trust Terrltory, an Internstional Concern; #nd shall '
finally work towards unificaticn with i’ts brothers urder the gir(,nch -
the dream of every living Cemoroonian. T
3. And finally, thore sh&ll be. permanently guaranteedrf\oi"%he :
territory, direct representation to the Logislative Counm.l 111 Lagos,
since as a Reglen, it shell be entitled to send a number of 1.

reprosentetives to the Lezlslative Council of Nigeria.
It is the unanimous and ardent desire of the Cemeroors peoples that
the eslection of members for the Legisletivo Council as well for the
. Reglonal Eouges, bo by direct electlon, as egainist the p':esent_undemocratic
system of nomiration by Governmont, or by Government controlled Councils.
The most democratic snd progreesive institutions in the . country ’coday,
are the tribal Unions, Lengues, and Connlttees, because the Executives _
end leaders of these bodies, ere chosern by.domocratic elections which~are
won through outstanding 'p'ersona.l morit. The Cameroons National Faderation
is an amalgamcticn of 21l these single units into a workable Natfonal
Force, on the lines of the National Council of Nigeria a.nd the Cameroons.
The Cameroons National Federatlon therefore ev'bmits that the '
Administering Authority bo asked to give the utmoat support and recognition
to these most derocratic institutions in the country, and thereby ) ;
endeavour to ebide by ths stiruletions of Article VI of the Trua‘teeship]ﬂ
Agreemont. o
E. COMBNICATICIS
"Shocking negiect of tho Cemeroons" on the part of ths Administering
Authority, 13 a chargo which has nevor been successfully refuted.by, her, ‘
end one vhich candid British Officlals no less then the Secretary of State
himself have fully ocknowledged guilt. P
Communicetions in this Territory have been badly neglected- Until.’
1947, there was in the Cameroons no lirk by motorable roacd connecting the
four Divisions that constitute the Southern Caueroons. In fact, during
‘the last var, vekiclos had to go via French terrltory, in order to reach
- Bemenda from Victocin and Kumba, and it 18 possidly this hnmilation befors
the French and the realisation of what tho fete of tho British might heve
been with regards to communicetion within the Cemeroons if France had b??n

& nuetral or enemy torritory, tlat hactened the completlon of the )
' [Kumbe-Manfe

~
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A Kumba»Mamfe roed which thus linked Victoria. o .’Bamonda, in 19&7

. In fact up till 1947, the only sUre means of road communication to

link the Camerocns was a foot path through dense tropical :E‘orosts crvar creal.iné?f,

hapmock bridges suspended across angry torrents.’ Now, we. have the south .

' to north, , "one way traffic” Victoria to Bamenda road, merely linking up’

the four Divieionel headquarters , while the mass of trlbps stlll 1;_9 lef-b

- or. r.ugh'b of this road shut out of ¢ivilisstion. - , N ’
A majority of the tribes in the Cameroons are not in ’couch with a:ny e

motoreble road and so, most of the tribes have no link with the West. For

- example, in Victoria. Division, the Bamboko tribe is comple‘cely shut ih. R

Tn Kumba Division, out of the ten principal trives ’ Bafaw, Bakossi A |

Bakundu, Belong, Barombi, Balondo, Balue, s Mbongs, Ngolo-Betarga, Baimé |

‘and Isangele, only three of them are partly touched by. seasonal roads, 7

while the other seven are completely shu’c in., The situa.tion is no bettei

in Mamfe or Bamenda sections. o

Where however there 1s feeble at empt to construct branch- roads ’ for :
instance the 30 mile Mbonge to Kumba, or the 33 mile Kumba to 'I’om'bel road '
to act as feeders to the main south to north road, they are only sﬂasonal

ard 1o bridges are built over rivers 1ntercent1ng them. Pontoon Bridges
mado of plenks nailed acroes a number of canoes form the ferrles.‘ There N )
1s a pontoon bridge at the Meme River 20 miles west of Kumba, and another Y
et the Mungo Ri ver some 15 miles east of Kumba, and every rainy season .
.w:Ltnesses 8 ghastly accident on one of these rafts, when & vehicle plunges »
into the raging floods, with several lives and much property 1ost., ST
Accidents are SO common on these frail crafte that i'b is no longer n°ws o
to hear of "an accident at the Mungo Ferry". o
o Having lald a main South to north road connecting Victoria with ‘
Bémenda, the next thlng is feeder roads to opén up the shut in trvbes. -
A good strip of road from Ndian & river port 85 miles South East of
Calabar in the Buima are in Kumbe Division, to Banyemen, midway 'between
Kumba and Mamfe will constitute an excellent feeder from the West as it
‘would commect Calabar with the very heart of the Cemeroons, and enhence - 7 .
trade in the area iumensely. - The completion of a. road into.north Bekossal. '«" -
in Kunbe, Diviaion , along with the bridging of the Mungo river require the -
nost urgent attention. , : L ) 5 P A

In Momfe and Bamenda, feeder roada are urgently required to open up o
the country. A good strip into Bangva end another into the depth of
"0vereide" across the. Cross River in Mamfe shall serve 'the needs of" the o
struggling "Oversides" immensely. Brenches left to right of the Mamfe to ™ . = =

Bam8nda road shall open up the. tribes lylng disconnected in these .parts. .. .
/The establishment

Co - N N
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',The eatablislment of a telegraph line to connect all the principal
. tovms in the Territory cen hardly be over emphasised. At present there 18
no dirent telegraphic link between Buea and Mamfe or Mamfe and meba
excent through I.&gos by wireless,- r e

Ve are fully avare of the tremendous coat the installa’cion of most
-of these reouirements shall. entail, but we contend that any nation which
undertales to develon others must be conscioug of its responsibillties , some
of which usually may border upon sacrifices, and if the Ad.ministefing ,
Authority has been sleeping over its responsibilities all these years; then it
must be prepared to clear up heavy arrcars of develomment, now that ’che time
of‘ stock-taking has come, ‘ S

_ If there 1s anything more necessary to foster developmen’o in the o
Cameroons , 1t is communications, No Nation ever developed withou’c.
communications to connect its villages and peoples, The Cameroons Will
. -remain backward, economically, edupationall\f and. politically for a.nother '
50 years if communications remain mdeveloped, A

We want more roads, we went permanent bridges, wo want railways s
we vant telephonic communications between our towns, in short we want to .
enjoy with the rest of mankind, all the blessings of science, learning a.ncl
invention, We went to live, not merely e.uist

F." 'LA.ID C K -

——

"No nntive land or natural resources"” , decleres Article VIII of the
Trustesshlp Agreement, "may be transi erred except between natives”, or with
their previous consent. ' ‘ o S

But one neels onl:f come round to the Cameroons to see the complete
violation of thio i:npo**tant Article of the Trusteeship ACrecment ﬁor land.s
have not only been transferred to non-natives, but have been seized and -
lavishly exploited 'by non-natives, All over the territory, lands haVG ,
been taken by one Agent or the other, until there is nov a general outcry :
ageinst land selzures in several parts of the Territory., We live in dread.
of a repetition of the East African problem in the Cameroons. «

In Victoria Division, the Bakweri Land case is already an old S’GOI'Y
in the Trusteeship Council. Then comes that of the Bwenga people-. ‘ ’
questionably acquired by the United Africa Company (U.A.C.), and exploited
for its exclusive profits. Next come the Victoria lard a great section :
of which is being claimed Dby the Basel Mission VhiCh in turn gives it ou‘o tO
natlves and collects exhorbitant rents, Of ‘late, the Basel Misseion is '/ 7 ’
understood to have sold a consid.erable section of the land at Victoria, )
and scores of native inhabitants who Had been made to pay rents for building
on the lancl for sevcral years now, ere threatened with ress ejection. I‘b 15

{ /authen tically
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authentw.callv understood that the Basel Mlssion, a Swiss Mission, has sold |
-this. land to the Union Trading Company, & Smss firm, . E —

~ The people of. :Bonjono’o and Sasse have also protested. through the ~
Federat...on against the giving out and collection of rents from the natives
' fo* lem, in the hands of Romn Catho_.ic Mission operating in thoee paxrts |
of Victorla Division, = - . o AR \ - ‘

“And lastly, the Bakweri people although not opposed to the o
establlsnme 1t of the Cameroons Development Corporation which is deve..opmg o VV
the lands for the general ’benefit of the peooles of the Cameroons |
nevertheless desire the return of enough land to the natives For. -

' individual developnent along with other :c'ights d.emanfled. on their behalf »
- by the Bekweri Iand Claim. Comnithee, I - T .
 With respect to the lends now under Elders end Fy“fes at leomba, the
people are certalnly not satlsfied that the firm shouwid exploit these )
lands for its exclusive profits , and request that the Administering ] A
Authority should buy off these lands and hand -them over to the Cameroons . =
Development Corporation to d.evelop along with the rest ) for the genefal - L
' benefit of the people of the Cameroons, | S ‘ '
- In Kurbe Divislon, there are a num‘oer of cases of questionable k
- ‘acau* gition of native lands by nonnmtives. Prominent among these are the J' SEE
Balkossl Iand Case, the Bai Iand under United Africa Company, the Miian -
Egtate under Unlted Africa Company, and a num'ber of Reserves created anainst
the expressed wishes of the local inhabltants. Owing %o their. mgnif:.cant W
and special nature, the representatives of the local natives were, as . - 3
mewbers of the Cameroons National Federation, advised, to present distinct |
petitions to be presented. to the Visiting Mission, along vith this: G
memorandum, : T ~ ) =

It is also felt that the Mamfe people are st*ll not satisfied w:.th
Government regarding the lands constitutlng the Besonga‘bang aerodrome, - o
and the Ad.ministering Authority is belng ‘expected to implement the claims .
for comnensation otc.,. to the locel native owners of the land. now. acq_ulred :
for. public use. ’ o ‘

RESIRVIS : : »

The question of Reserves requires special e.ttention, because, g -
several reports have been recelved. from a number of tribes and lOC&ll'tiGS I
vhich all go to show that there 1s defenite taking up of lands :f'or Reserves .
by Agents of the Ad.ministering Authority without the sanction or consent o
of the indigenous owners of these. landS. NN : S e

The Federation is of the o_pinion that, if this Reserva.tion of land. "

and forests is at all in the interest of the. people, Government 1tself _ S
: /has given rise -
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" hes given rise to the suspicion in the native mind, for at no ﬁimehave '
the people cxpcerienced Government to be so fanatical about an eufair in
‘ the interest of the neople, in the face of such opposition from the. puople.
Roads aae. gchools are gene"‘ally realised as most escential agents .t‘or -the
.developmont and advancement of undeveloped. peoples , and yetb Govemmen‘b has
.~ never beea Imovn to be co rigorous in the establislment of a echool o::'
: the conatruction of a road anywhere, in the face of such de»ermned.
_opposition from the people, That Government should introduce Reserves a1l
over tho Cemeroons desnite the keen resentment and opposition of tha local
natives, to the extent of conviction of a nuber of pergons for obstmcting:
or dafyinz euch reserva+ion, therefore looks most unmatural and gives rise
~ to the general distruct of Govermment intention in the crcation of Reserves- '
' " When it 1s further remembered that in-the Cemeroons the "wh:tteman
has been genorally accepted ag "o gcea" land grabber and a conovmed of
great trecke of 'land for a singlo Iarm" 1t will be fully awreciated. why‘ -
_ the Caneroons people, in Tect the African in- general are 8o mlwilling '
t0 hand over his lend for preservation to the whitcmm, whether he ;poues o
for & plantation ownor, & Forestry Officer, or a Christian Miusionarj. f
How, awgues the Cemoroonian can & flock of sheep be hended to & wolf, ( ;
for safe-l:oepd.ng, and why should the wolf be so porsistent in being: alm*red.
‘o keep the sheep, when such safe-keeping is merely for the sheep’s ovn ’
_Tho Cameroons National Federation is therefore of the opinion - ;
that Forest Regerves should only be created with the fully é}qdresséd.“ v
wiches and consent of the people and their ccmplete conviction that they
ere necessary. Documents bearing the sigmaturesc or finger nrints of pupl)e‘b
" and ignorant chiefs ehall not be counteranced, as no one person chief or na
| chief cen cxercise right over what belongs to the community. Iand is" tha f

inalienable comuunal possession of the indigenous natives, no zore for
b ,
“the ruler than *‘or the comuoner,. - S

. UNIFICATION. S
If ever there is an injustice more than any other done the Cameroons
people by the European ruler, it is the Division of the Cameroons 'betweop

' -the Britein and France, without as much as consultation with the people
 who havée thus been edversely effected by this division., In the sharing of -
the Camcrocns betwecn Britain and France, not the slightest regard weg - -
f ‘paid to the effect it would have on the native populations, for tribes and
- even families were split in the process, and the disruption created in ’che

lives of the people, can e moro imagined. than d.esorlbed. vhen the R
‘ooundary restrictlons came into i‘orce. '

/Tt beceme necessary
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‘Tt became necessary fdr.a»bomd/gry dveller to trak scores Ofviniles‘ B
£0 the'respeci;ive Headquarters of 'bhe'reigniﬁg power;: iii 6;,1@1. to‘o;btain
| a pae sport to legally allow him to visit a relative or-a. friend only & few -
ya‘rd.s from his home, across the border, ' : ) - : :
In cortain places and districts, there has been utter comusxon R
as o which side the nutive ,belongs, with the result that it is not - ‘
_ infrequent for man in certain border tribes e.g. the Balossi. tribe; to be. -

pade to pay taxes to the British ag well as to the French collectors,. This’ o

_submission wes presented by a representative. o:f“the'Bakossi' tribe at ‘the -
Conferenﬂs of the Cameroons National Federation, as his tribe the Bakosm ,
lying on the border, suffered the most lamentable bisection when “the .
pertitlon was created but it affects the Bamum and Chang tribes.- In ,’oheéé ‘

tribes, women carrying baskets of focl :boxfriends”g)r‘»r relatives only a few

yaxrds from their homes across-the bord.er.could ‘be arrested by elther the
British or the French Customs-offices, for not carzying asspcrts s which are
obtainable at the Administrative Hoadquartev's -of the;ruling povers nany -

miles from their homes,  And, go more than any one- else, the border c}.vrelle.cf.
- suffers most touchingly, as a result of this partitioning sirce his very - T

freedom of movement to visit friends or relatives is restricted, .-

These boundary restrictions also have a vretarding ef'fect on tha Lo
economlc advancement of the Came'z'obns péople', particuiarly the British
geztion which is smeller, Since the petty trader fares best when he‘,‘enjoyé;ﬂf g
free latitude of movement over a reasonably wide area, the Ca»m'eroons}tra‘der :
loses this advantage, as his movement among pe‘oﬁle of his ovn ryacial -
1Stock is restricted by the boundary regulntions of the tvrd.foreig.fi powers,. -
The 'f:beedom of movement therefore that is such a necessai*y and contribujbory ,
factor to the progress of the trader, 1s severely hampe“ed for *I:he
Ce.meroons enterpriger. : o

- The Cameroons having cried in vain agamst this gross .Lnjustice
against their race Ly Western Powers, the individual has adopbed two
metheds of resisting and surviving this foreign and unpopular ‘imposi’tidr.i. o
The firgt is vhat can be regarded as umass immigration of Cameroonians from
the Freneh section to Join their brothers under :the British. ‘Thousends have :
4crossed, and settled in most of the towns as well as villages in the Bpitish' E
. Bection, and their brothers welcome them, and allocate to them, lend on .
which to settle and to farm, . Man,y of the. immigran’cs are absor‘bed. into the
Plantations in the Territory,~ A N AP

The second meéthod adopted by the: people to ensure’ ‘cheir survival ’
is through smuggling which is a form of resistance against the unpcpular :

restriotions to trade and free movement within their own.country and -
Jamong their om
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 t cmong theil‘ own people.. The Camercons people, convinced of ’che inJustice
to. thelr race and count;ry by the partition of their once uni’ced people, 7
and.- concf'lous that the i‘rontier rosulations are the means of perpectuating

" this parti tioning, they have been forced out of sheer circumstance not to -

. 3:ng6. smaag,ling as an evil but as a means of resistjng an unpopvla.c'
forelien 1mpo.,ltion. , S

- Tho mrtition of the Ca.meroona and the introduction of all uhe »

" powndery rot a'ictions and frontier regulations between British and French

‘ Camoroons, no mtter their importance to the ruling powers or their

~ Govermnents, are. to tho Cameroons people & moral injustice. 1'1-, creat:es the .
Cemexoons into a race vhose nationals, after boing split from ’bheir friend.s R
ard rolatives, are taucht differcnt foreicn lan(;uages, and_ Qifferent

"foroig_m customs, which enstrangs them cne frem tho other.,

The Cemexcons lztional Federa¥ion on bechalf of the Camoroons people is
appealing to World Opinmion through tho Ualtod Nations Or{;an.lsation, to right
thic ianstice agrinot its peoplos, Ve ware nevor dofeated ina var as to
perrdt ourselves to be troated ac a defeated race., It 1o Gorinany that

© was de*‘w’cod, and not the Camoroons., If tho Unitod Nations cen Justixy
this p&.tition then thoy rugard that the Cameroons was Gc“many's prooeruy, )
which it waso not, because Camcroonians aro human buings, created to l*ve as -
such, in accoxdance wvith Articlo 73 (a) erd 76 (c) of the Uni"ed Na.tions
Charior, ‘
' CODTATCATION OF MATIVE TAWS -

Among the ingtitutions in the country requiring the most d.rastic ‘
reform 18 the rachinery of local Government - the Native Authority o
gystem, For uany yoars, the Native Authority syctem bosed on trad.itional

- lav hag been the inntmm.ent of local Govermment in tho Camer oons, but all
along tho Nativo Laws which ave boing used in running tho m..chmery of

_local Govermment, E.Jd in dispensing Justice in the I.ative Courts, have never
been codified,

The recult 1o het there is much faloification of Native Laws,
thet 1ndividunle, ospecially the influential, could intevprote liative Lavs,
to suit thoir whims, It follows that unlees an attcupt was made right now
- to coddfy Iative Lavas, thore is bound to Lo & comploto di”a@"eemant ory .
-8007, over the correct intorpretation of wost of theso lavs, end local
Govermient dispensation of Native Justice which aro based on them micht S
drift to @ chaotic otate, Already contradictiono arc cprincing up a.mong
. the olders over the interprotation of lews, while tho youth, dOPrived of
. the fux‘.emon‘oal knowledge of these tend to flO\lv or d.iaropmd. them, &a o
. proforence to foroign lova, L e
| [tho P -
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The danger therefore arises tha.t inless there is a. regmgr and ,
coalfled system of the Native Iaws, 1t would soon be lmpossible no'{:, oniy - .
- to cr»erate the machinery of local Government, but also to check upon the“"i
”Aa_u; wistering Authority, as to her violation or not of certain articles =

of the Trusteeshlp Agreement, based on respect for Native Laws and, Cus’coms,‘ |
111 ‘the eve”:t of a dispute with the indigenous People, over the mPlementation \
of the Trustesship Agreement. ‘ : .

IAR0UR STTUAT ITUA”IOH

In view of the fect that a considerable percentage of the Cameroonsd
pwﬁmlbn falls wior the labouring class, as a result of the enomou.s i
p_mtata.o’f 3 In the territory, the condition of the Cemeroons worker 18 a,‘
situation vioge signifi cence cemnot be overlooked. In se’cting d.own,
there.;ove, any scheme intended for the progress and gensral benefit of the.
peopie of *he Cemeroons, the labourer's fate camnct be ignorei. In - ‘
Victovia uiv.hm.on, the workers comprise half the popu.z.a.’clon, and in Kmn'ba
they compriso a ren sonable percentage of the population, .

. Owing to this p:oportion, 'bherefore of the vorking cless, in
‘ relation to the total population, 1t has been experienced and genemliy
' accep‘ced. that any general improvement in the living condi’oion of the B
o worklng class, particularly the plentation labourer, ‘affects almost ‘ .
imediately, the gencrel standard of living emong quite a considersble
. pection of the country. . L
This was the experience when the Germans ran the Cameroons .
lrnlanta'tions for almost in every houschold in a great part of ‘the |
territory, one always notlced sometling that was a constant reminder of the
tresence of & link between the lsbourer in the plantation, and his relatives o
“at home, For wooden bowls that had been the gensral domestic copminers, s
Palls and enamel.wares were being used, ZEven in the remotest viZL sges, |
men in clean cotton shirts and trousers , and women in their gaud il ;y colou’red e
freoks, streamed in and out of the village churches, on Sundays ani on ‘
Testive days. ’ :

We therefore submit thet in shering the profits accruing from *‘he -
Plantations for the general benofit of the peoples of the Cameroons primar;g" |
consideration should be given to improvement of the prosent étarving vage
rald to the plantation employees. R B |

. THE CAMWROONS DEVLIOPMENT CORPORATION,

Folloving the passing of & Bill in the Nigerian Legislative OounCil
in Iagos in 1946, thore was instituted, a Corporation called, the Cameroons
Development Corporation, whose i‘unctions are to develop the ex-German

plentations » bought over by the Nigerlan Goverrment, and leased to ‘this
[corporation, -
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:,COryora’cion, to d.evelop for the. gehoral benefit of the People of then: :
. Cameroons. : 4

mhe people’ of the Cameroons Tully accept the Ca.meroons De*}eloﬁﬁent
001.1;3*3,,1 on in principle , and congratulate the Administering Authority On

- the m ogrcosive end leudeble Jestwure towards Cameroons ad.vancement

she hos 8 pub forwexrd for the Cemeroons, - through the I‘figeria.n GOVerrment.ﬂ

The pcople however feel that the Corporation is yet to prove itse]i’

ag working for the general devolopment of the people of ’che Cameroons R

by p“acv cal proofs which- a,p'oeal rioxre to the local native, than theoritica-l
-plans and provosals, L : : .
' It 16 fel‘u that in a Corpomtion ’ohat is for the benei‘i’c of fbhe
peoplo ol the Cemeroons, ‘there must be representatives of tho poople, S
‘choscd by some popular clection, on the Corporation's Board. of Managemen’c.

Fuy thcr i-. the disbursement of the anmial profits, there ought 0. 'oe some

“consnltation with the. peoplo, with a view to getting their suggestions and.'-
agcel taining their greatest necds.’ : o AR
 The Cameroons Natlional Federation fails to understand why, rents

on the lends are 'oaid to the Nigorlan Govcnment when the lands have been
decleréd native lands, and are being developed for the natives. While ‘
Govermment refuses the Comeroons Reglonal status on the ground® of inabili‘b::f o
‘the part of the Cemeroons to.be ‘financially self ~gupporting, why showld '
theusands of pounde be sent out of the Territory, under the strange name

of "Taxes", We demand that all revemue accruing from the Cemeroons - .
‘Dovelorment Corporation in the way of the annual profits ctc. be comple’oely
".uscd for tho development of the Cemeroons, .We believe firmly now that

'bho auestion of finance 18 not responsible for our being refuged. Regional
'V'stz.tus because, if 1t 1s true that the Cameroons has no money, Wiy Bhould

revenue be leaving the Cameroons into Nigeria in texms of huno.rede of
thousands of pounds?

In 1947, the Cafleroons Develomen’o Corporation a.lone paia.
£36’{,OOO to the Nigerien Centrel Revenue as Company's Tax and = - S
£209,000 1n 1948, While Rents for the land for 1947 and 1948 amoun’ce‘l ]' |
"to £60,630, It can be seen, therefore, that within only 2 years the :
Cameroons Development Corporation elone has paid into the Nigerian S
Revenue well over half a Million Pounds- (&)36 690) -

" ;Prosident. 4 Secretary ..
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CAMEROONS M.TIOI\IAL FEDIRATION

' RESOINTIONS TAKEY AT THE nmmcmm, cozmmmcp: L AR
' Kumba, British Oameroons Ma.y hith & l5th 10h9¢. R

1

' "1 moﬂ on tabled at the Cameroons National Fed.eration Conference on :“i : SR
My 15th 19%9, by D. 0. Mchor Esq. Secretary of the Ejegham Improvemen’o o
Union, Mami'o, seconded by Chief E, S, F’banja. President of the Balong:

Trlbal Un._on, and unanimously camied. by the Fed.eration—in-(}onference, read.- ', o

\ "Whe reas, aiter nearly thirty-ﬁve yea;ns of British stay in this territory, S
1% is the considered opinion of the Cameroons Nationa.l Federa.tion that : L
Goverument hes done very 1ittle to fuli‘ill he.r pledge 'bo ‘che Uni’ced Nations e
to alford Figmentary, Secondary and Highe:r education to the inhabi’c&n‘ts o;f‘

' this texritory. ‘
| Be 1t Rcsolved , ‘ B
"Tha’c the Univ;ed .a,tions through the Trusteeship Cou.ncil is requested. ’co
bmng pressure to bear upon the Adminis’oering Authority, to provide amply
for the territory, Primary, Secondary axifl Higher Ed.ucational Institutions.’ L{
That Technicel as well as Commercial schools be established, and et least .
fifty scholarships i‘or Higher Pducation be provid.ed. each year, no less than
ten of theso ‘being Oversea scholarships. The greater attent.q.on be’ paid. ’co
female e«iucation by . the establi shment of atb lea,st Four Second.ary schools), § e

and, tna’o both mglish anc‘ I‘rench be taubht in all schools in the .‘British c
o ../\

and French baneroons,

- "That 1n the cholce of scholarships, Government should respect bhe ,‘chodic,e,;'* Pl
and opinion of the people;. e - o . B

o

1’1hat fre(:) ar..d. COm.I)ulBory Primary ed.uca'tion for .both males a,ngl females 'qe \: LT
enforced, and that projects for mass ed.ucation for adults be intx mduced,

"Thet in the award of schola.l shi'os b,]‘ the N:Lgerian G—overnment a special
number be allocated for the Camoroons, since the present me’chod of ‘ ' '
scrambling for scholarsnips mth more educa.tionally ad‘mnced Nigeria -
is regarded 1ot unfair to. the Cameroons ) whexe eﬁucationa.l i’acilities B o
are almost non-existent, AND, ‘ ' o S

"That the minimum qualification entitling cazﬂid.ates for 0versea.
Scholarshlips for Ca.meroonia.:m be not strictlf the same as for Nigerians,f -

" P

in view or the marLed. d.ispari’cy in educational facilities between ‘bo‘ch. ‘

A

oL /ECONOMI.‘O" \
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- ICCNOMIC DEVELOFMINT

A motion relevant to the question ‘of Econcmic Devel opment tatled.' o
at the uonfe‘-‘ence on May 15th by Chief A, E, AnJeh Presment ef the .
.‘ Isa.ngele Fermi*xg Arsociati on, secona,,d_ by F, T, Tawbe Beq, delegate of.
- the Ejeghem Improvement Union, Mamfe, reads:- .

' "Whovreas, Britain as Administering Authority has so far done practica.lly

nothing to fostor and enhance economic advancement of ‘the Cameroons for
well over thirty yeers, : _ .

© Be 1t Resolved,

"That the British Government i1s asked to intruduce progressive d.evelopm«n‘b

schemes euwbracing Agriculture, Eng,ineer.mg, I*:dustriahsation ete,, in the
Camcrocns for the native population,

"That Govermment be ready and willirg to grent loans to entorprlolng

-natives who desire to embark upon some progressive enterprise, but who :ma.y
lack the initial capltel; AND,

"That Free Trads, that is, frecdam #o trede directly with all member Nations
of the U,N.0,, be guaranteed the Cameroons people, and that member Natlons
of the U.N.0, be reguested to take advaniagoe of the mroviaions of .tih,e
Trusteeship Agreement, and establish trading posts in the Cameroons"'.
HEALTH : ,
' - Relevant to the vexing guestlon of health, a motion tabled by :
Z. N, Efambe Isq., delegate of the Ngolo-Batanga TImprovement Umon, T
seconled by E, ¥, Ebal Esq,, Sesretary of the :Ba.long .Lribal Un_le_n, and .
unanimously carried by the Conference-in-Session, reads- S
“Whereas, in the opinion of this Conference of the Cemeroons National ,
Federation representing tne entire passes and. peoples of the Cameroons, -
the health situation in the Cameroons constltute one of our most acute’
and gravest PROBLIMS, with particular reference to the prevalence of -
diseasos particularly leprosy, high desth rate and infant mori;a.lifoy;* o

Be it Resolved. _ -
"That the Administering AL.thority through 1ts local Agents, the N:Lserian
Goverrment be requested. to establish a we.u. equipped dispencary for every
- dozen villages, a fully equipped hospital for every distx ict and. ths.t '
& large number. of Sanitary Inspectors be trained. and posted in ever.‘/’
district, to 'be at regular vigilance over the sanitation of the people.v -

" "That touring Med.ical Oi‘ficers be posted. into the rurel ereas of the i
Cameroons , to glve med.ical attention to the sui‘fering tribesmen Who are f
completely out off from any medical faciJ_'[ties now existing a.round. the
Administrative centres; AND,

/"Tliat‘ ,‘ the
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"That ), the Administermg Authoritv institute a scheme to combat the alarming
‘ /high death rate s sickness 3 ~and gradual eltem.ination thg.t are now facing the
cgmeroons peoples;: with par“icular r ference to the leprosy dieease now '

ravaging the tevritor.f, espeoially Mamfs. o ‘

~ADM1NLJTRATION v
A motion to.‘bled by N. I\I. Mblle Esq. Py Gcneral Secretary, C D C Workora'
Union, seconded by P.As Haaso Eeq., Vice Chaimen of the Bal’weri Land C}aim O

' Comittee, and unanzmouely carried by the Comerence in-ueesmn, read.-t I

"Whoreas, after over thirty-fiVe years of bitter expe”ionce, tne Bystem oi 1j;iﬁ
' admlnlstering the Cameroons a8 part o; 16 ﬁastern Provincés of Nigeria, 1s ;f:??
now regarded as most unsatisfactoxy, and detrinental to the. Cameroons, | sin"e 1;
shuts the Cameroons out of notice, denrives hﬁf of direct representation to

- the Lebielative Qouncil, creetea loss of her, identity 28 g Trust Territory&
~ derogatés her into an infexior position by her belng adm;nietered as an )

 appendage to the Region in Nigeria, snd lmeﬁlv tonds to cut her 1ina11y from
;,,the rest of her brothers. hnder the Frenchg Adapava ana Bornu, B
;;JA Be it Resolved LT e ‘;‘?77."ff‘ui:*”w }fﬂ"ﬂi ,
‘TE"That the British Cemeroone be constituted into a Beparate Region under a High’
Commissioner, who shall be r6590ﬂ31b1e straight to tne Trusteeshio Councll af -
 the Uhited Nations, through the Goverror of 1 Vige”ia, : ’mﬂ;vf*”Lawagw“j'j
"That the’ bameroons be provided w1thaa Reglonal House: exercising not only
legislative, but Executive powers; ... o } o "4jﬂ L 7
;"That ‘the selectlon of membcrs for the Repionel House a8 well as for the v
Legislative Council, bo by throubh d*rect ana popular election by the o
mssses, AND,- , | , R
- "That the Native Authority syotem as the organ for local-Govornment 18
gf regarded unsat*sfactory, and shOuld be overhauled or digéontinued, that the
, Appolntment and Depositdon of Chiefs or natural rulers should be uh@ ‘
‘%>inalienable right of the people, 28 Government aopointed chlefs ave- stooges,
X’YWho are not res ponsible to the yeople, since they derlve-their bower end

“

a

authority from Government.

‘.f,’.commMCATION e )

" At the Conferende’ of: the Cameroone National Fedoration on Mey 15th, L
Es M, Esomba Esq., Socretary of the Baktndu Improvement Union, tabled thevy AA‘N
gt;following motion which on being seconded by H. N. Mulango, received the }‘;i?;f;:
Jnaninous support of the Conference“T”“” ‘ v SRR
s It read- m)""‘ S o X <5 :;-:;7’,”},’;? (;f‘e g SR R (
“Whereas, the.&ndispensability of ef“icient camminication eg & @rerequisite :f“*
. to-warde development is generally accepted 28 a self eyident truth, AND, o

BN
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"Whereas there is almost complete absencs of any. such effic.».ent and.
erfective means of commmication in the British Cameroons,

De 1% Resolved..- ) o . /./,’,‘«x

. "That Government is requested to underteke irmediately, the co@fmctibn

- of roads all over the territory, to open up all tribes at present shut
in the midst of huge fores’cw

"That all streoms and rivers be provide& with permanent b:idges, and.
the use of wmeafe pon’coon bridges be aboliuhed, ‘

" "That Post Ofi‘ices bo erected at all the important towns in t.he -
te"ritory, anﬁ. telephone lines be inﬂtalled at all vantage pom’cs, SN

"That 1n the construction of roeds and other means oi‘ enhancing
commundication, preference be zivan to h..thwto undeveloped areas,

A mo’cion on the land. question was tablcd by Achang De Bong Teg.,
: Secretary of the A1l Bakossi Improvement League, seconded by G, I. Mbongo,

representative of the Bafaw Improvement Union, and mnanimously passed
" by the Federation-in-Session, reads-

"Whercas, much native land in the Camercons has been alicnated against
the wishes of the people by different foreign and alien agenc:.es,

"Whercas, i'b is certainly not the wisch nor tho consent of the ind.lgenous :
ovners of these lands that thome lands be so aliepated, es can be soen
" by the general ag:!,tation egainst land selzures In the Camerooms, \ :
conspicuous among which is tho Bakweri Land Claim case for which a delegate
' was commissioned to the Trusteeship Council of the U.N.O., bub on;y Tailed
reaching Lake Success as a result of lack of funds; AND,

i

Mihereas, the Reservation of land by Goversment for the people 1s reaarded
by most Africans as a subtle scheme to gradually alienate these lands,

Be it Resolved, )
"Tha.‘c all lands pelzed from the people by the Germans and any other foreign
- - combines, be re‘curned. to the indigenous native owners of those lands;

: /"‘Ihat all acrued interests on native lands held by foreigcn combines in
the Cameroons, be for the general benefit of the people of ths Camoroons,

- "That a regular percen’oage of the profits of the Cameroons Developmen’c A
Corporation be dovoted to the grenting of yearly scholarships to Cameroonisns
'to stud,y abroad, with & view to these men eventually coming back to run the
Cameroons Develomment Corporation for the people of the Cameroons.

[mnat 11 1ands
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"Thet all lands now ‘being e:::ploifbod. by the Umted Ai'rica Co*npany e’cc.

.4for 1ts exclusive yrofits,. ’be ‘bouglu by, the Admimsterzng Aa.’cho *ity and
developed by the Cameroons Developmnnt Cox po“f*ation IOI‘ the general 'benefi’o‘
01” the people of the Cameroms, AlD, L 7 |

"'T‘ha‘c all Iand Reserves 'be abolished. unleos it is. the expressed. wigh of ‘che
“\peonlo that thoy be c;.eated. or. retained_ T o -

i —n

‘U’\I‘E’EICAT’IO”\T OF BRT"‘ISE AND Z*REEH CAIEEROOJQ | o
A motion tabled by P B. I%ma Esq, s Socre’sary of the Bam:r.n; ang.
- Improvement Union (Fz "ench Camerc‘sanianu Iy ﬁosid.ent 3.n Bri‘clsh Pex .clto“y)

‘seconded by B, N. Lo'be, Esﬁl., re@resmtati”e of tl"e Ba*aw Imyrovexx*ent ,l
5’,Un,~on, and mzammous.‘l,f carxu.ed ‘by tha .tlada# at:;or-in-oession, read R T

lleroas, it 1s an accepted, fact oy evex‘y Cameroonian that the par*cion
of the Camef‘oons between Britain a.rd. Fr@e is so fa:c ‘bne gg'eatest
v Injuatice ever suffered by the Cama*oon&. ¢.s a. *ace from the Aonds o,. (
forelgn rulers, since it has not only sﬁ&;h ‘lﬁzb Cameroons into t'ero um’ss "
each belng tavght a diffoerent 1a:ngvag,e and imbibing a differen’o cilture s
 but has even more split tribes, snli+ famlics, AI‘JD '

"Whereas, this pa,rnitﬂ on with *ts accompenying boundary restriouions has ‘
not only split the Ceameroons, but has dsprivai na'bicuala of 'bhe Ca,.neroors
of the froedom of movement. within the territor*al 11351’58 o*" tneir om .

_\ count"y - in contrediction to Artﬁcle 76(6) of 'bho U h.O. Chae:ter o

Be it Resolved,

"Thet the Unltel Nations th::oubh tne Tx'ustoesaip Comcil is appoaled to
by the peoples of the Cancrocns, to- ‘o ~ing pressure 0 bpar v.pon *bhe .
Administering Authorities - Britaln arzd, I‘mn.,e, 'vftn a vim to urbing them
to acceed to tho Cameroons peonlc.s, tne Iollow:.ng demamls' \
(i) Unification of tne Camevoons, in grinclnle, with the detan' ls
%o be worked out la.'ber on, ‘ ' Lo
(14) Removal of all t:y*pes of frontier res’orict* ops &”1(3. 1‘egu1a'bions
-which in any vay mey te’xd to derrive nationals o.L ’me Camoroons K
of the ma;cimum frecdom of movemon‘o al'ld. com‘vlo’ce abolition of the -
Passport or any other passes s for nationals o:t‘ ’c‘qo Cameroons withir. -
the territorial limits of the Ccmeroons, no mattcr the ruling porwm.'f'
(iii) The immed.iate enforcemem ot the* teachmg of "the French a.nd ‘
English lo.nguages in all schools of thé’ Ca.meroons Bri“cish or
'Fv-encn.o R T TN P TN / -
' (iV) The gz‘ahuing of &8ll Cameroonians: undo:o the. I‘rc,nch the ﬁgnts
gu:a.ra.nteed. the British Cameroonians, in Article XIV of the. .
/Trustecsh.:_p 3

¢

~
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‘ Tmsteeship Agreeme*zt "to the'4rhabitants of the territory,

freedom of SPHCH of tho FRISS, of ASSEMBIY, end. of PETITION”‘
AR, - L A

(v) The granting of nations of the Censroons full rights and. fu—v—l
‘rigats and full support to organise and create common SRS
organisations towards the Political, Eeonomic, ‘Social, muca'bion

and other growths of the ,Cameroons » whether British gr Frer;ch-

- CODIFICATION OF NATIVE TAWS ‘ R T

Tabled by P A, Esnsgo Ieq , Vice Chaixman of the Belwex'i I.and. cJa.:tm
Committeo, scconded by D. M. Mukete Isq,, President of the Bakund.u

 Improvement Union, and. unarﬂmox.sly supported uy the I‘cderation-in-Sessn.on, ‘
reads- ' L L

"\Ihereas, 1t has been realised that there 1s an imponding danger o:E‘ -
dicruption of the mchinery of local Goverrment as a rosult of. ’che g-owing

‘mis-intorpretation, mis-represcntation cnd falsification of Na‘oive Iaws
end customs wpon which lor‘a.l Government is based; AID,

"Whereas, 1t 1s necessary that thore should be a{;feoment as ’co the existins
Fative laws endi cuctoms, on which there cowld be g check upon Administcrins
Authorities, in the event of a dispute with the native peoples over a charge §

of violation of Articles of tho Trusteeship Ag;ceumﬁnt besed upon .z.’.‘OuPGCt
for Native laws and customs,

; \ < ff
Be it resolvod. o
"Thet the Adminie’aering Authority enforce. the codification of Na uive Ie.v/ws
and Customs in the Camercons, throuuh & Coumittee composed of- elected -

’re'oresen'batives of all ethnic groups to draft the laws, and ’chis sc*heme
should be financed. by the Ad_mlniste.cing Authorities,.

LARQUR STTUATION

Moved 'by M.S,. I\Iaveya Esq. General Secretary of the Ngclo-B'*tan{;a i "_
‘. ]‘mprovement Union, ssconded by S, Obia .of the Ralvrndu .T:mrovcmen"b Ux.ion; v

- and unanimously pa.ssed. 'by the I‘ederation-in-Sossion, a motion on. the 1a‘bour
" situation reed,

"Whercas the Ca.meroon.a workcd particularly ‘cho plantation labourer is
» la.'bouring und.er d.eplorable conditions and. hax‘dbhips , AID,

. "Whoreas, it is the experience tha.t mproveﬁn‘o in the wox'l;er?s nvins '

f
standard generally affects thatb of ‘the rural ’cribesmon vho are the workers
d.epend.enta and relatives, . .-... .

/Ee r.ijg’ Beso;ved




Be 1t Pesolved.

"That the standard of living of the worklng class asa Whole and. 'bhei i f
A plantation 1abourer in particular be considerebly 1BProved by the 'oaymen’cs
of reasonable wages and sa..haries of not less then I*/ daily for Workers it

wnder the former, and not less than £8 & month for Workers U—’lder the latter
category, all with “easomble and regular yearly 1ncrements, o :

"That in order to vard of; the grabbing traders who o GIY‘ on me earning of
the plantation worker by s;:y-rccﬁ.eﬂ"inp the price of thelr Wageﬂ Wnenever
there is an Increase in the wages of the workers, & systen of 1 ocd. ra’cioning
end the introduction of contro slied c'bo“es 'bo gell at 03’0 'bO 'bhe t,;pical T
' nla,n ation worker, are advocateds ’ ’ T

"That a permanesnt Committee composed of ‘ohe workera' chosen rePreser'ta’cives
" and those of “the empbyers with the active co- o*ocrﬂ’OiC’n of the Government

be set up, to review from time o time, the co.»t Of :Liv:tng, and *30 recpmmend
1ncrcase in vages accord.ingly. ‘ ' o

am,

"Phat this Committee also shm,l look after the general livi”lg Btan&ard of‘ the
workors and rocommend changes from time to time, with regara to Housing, |

Welfare and Sncia,l Services, Ivied.ical at’cen’oion, Food, Wa-ter Reoreation e‘bc.
etc, ‘ ' ’”

/CAMEROONS DEVELOPYENT o
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" CAMFROONS DIVELOPMENT CORPORATION WORKERE! TNION

No, cmmﬂw 1/7.
o , : Genexsl Secretariat,
- o ‘ K c D,u WO’”’*}&'PI‘S’ Unio*l:
T co ‘ o . _ BUEA,
June 81,11 19h9° .
The Chaixman C.D.C. -
Cameroons Develcrment Ccrporatlon y
BOTA,

and

The Genm"al Menager,
- Elders & Fyifes,
- LIXCMBA,

«

Sir, ’ TICREASE T WAGES AND SATARTIIS

We have been directed by the C.D,C Workers! Union to bring to
your notice the vexirg question of the socaring coat of living ‘a"o 1:1'\16,~ j
‘ momcnt especisally in the plantation areas in relatlon to the present .
. ra.te of wages in force, and consequently to place you a demand for an j
increase of wages to a level at least above starvation point.,
| For illustra-bioh, may we mentlon the cost of a few of the _ _
Indispensablo itemrs cf food that form the basic diet for the ave:aga a
Cameroons household., -

A d= y‘s meal on cocoyamrs, plantains or gerri.

Cocoyams for launch apd dipner - at 12d) :

1-1/2 hends of plantains for launch and dizner at 12d) 1/-
6 cups of garrl ,.or Jawnch and dimer at 12d)

Soup to go along with the above, :

1/3 vottle of palm oil at 4d )
Pepper end. salt \ . , at 34 ) 16d
1/2 1b, meat / at 9d or
3 bonga fish ‘ at 64 ) . 13d

This shovs a total of 2/- to 2/lid on a daily meal calculated on .
the bare eguentials for the cheapest meal for a single man, Very
‘necessary ltems like tomalboes and onions are omitted' not becauge they are
considered livxuries, but becauce & men on a scanty wage ag our men now have,
is often tempted to mit them to the consequent detriment of his health,
This brings up tho point clear that if tho average labourer without a wife
-or family were to spend all his savnings on just kecping hinself from the
" verge of starvation, he couldn't even find it adequate under present
circumstances to provid.e him with a. regular daily meal to keep him
. 'wholesome. .

‘ /It wouid \bé.
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B It would. be a‘oerf_;uous to attempt ‘bo i‘.le.strate the foca. ‘buﬁ get
of a married labourer mth a child or children, W:Lthout even ven’cwcing

" inolude necessities of li“?‘e like cl.othing, medlcel care, recrea+1o~1, -
domestic necossities (soap for vashing, ‘kerosene for .hgmcs, eto, etc,‘
) sehool J.ees ‘rente, etc, etc, ) '

The case of a monuhly pald employee is eg_ua]_lv grave, in that he -

' vontures to aim at a living above the ordinary labourer. For his- food. he

Wou.z.d. look on articles liks ric'e, beang, pelmrine tomstoes, onions, ehd. L

i is almost inva,mably a men with a femily, On a mod.est estima,te ‘his xood., S
budget would work above L/6, And vhen it 1s imagined that he is more N '

enlightensd and wowld not fimd it po.as:.ble to live the hand 0 mouth

\ exigtence of the labourer, it is not difficu.s.t to see how very :Lne.d.eq_uate‘:

the present wage for labou:r and the m.mm.um salarJ for ’che mon+h..y pasd. an

are, at Tresent.,

The oan‘eroons Develcpment Corpova’o*on a8 we see 1t, hag a two-fo]d. .
duty towards this 'berri uory to “_cerform - as an employer, a..d. as a’ gua,rdian‘ -
of the welfare of the 'ooople of the Cameroons. Since the ms,jority of - ‘che men
now under its employment are natives of the Cemeroons We cannot envisage
a more Titting fulfilwent of the secend duty of the €.D.C., than bv the
improvement of the present low stendard of living of the Carrex'oons workers
through increage without undue coersion of their pvesent basic wage and f‘, . |
montily salary. The C.D. C. Workers® Union, which belfeves in the foresight
and, megnanimity of the Cc”poramon, Anvites the Menagement to use its .-
unique position among the other employers of pJan’ca.tion labour in this
territory by setting for them the standard to emxﬂate "for uhe conmlonf :

‘beneflt of the people of the Cameroons”,

From the foregoing analyels of the living cost of the typical

‘ plante.tion worker, we submit the following modest derand on behal;t‘ of -t SR

the C.D,C.Workers® Union. , ' : . . j - i - ‘/i
Deily Paid Iabour. Minimm Wege 2/6 %0 3/6 ‘ aaily.‘ ' Vol e
Monthly Paid, - Minimum Sala.ry £7e105 (1.6 5/- dall:y)

Although these suggestions are far from a.nswering 'bhe average

" necessiiies of 1ife, they have been carefully consldered in the light of

p’*‘evailing circumstances as the most rodest minima for ma:.nta.ining a
reasonable standard of living, ' ' -

- In assessing the plausibllity of our suggestions we would.
rcquest the Lanagement to visualise vhat p'"oportion or ra‘oio the

highest of them i.e, the monthly paid, bears to the lowest inltial‘

salary of the European Field Assistant, : , : ~
£, 10s. : #50,, works out to 3:20, One 18 3/20th of the other. = - -
' | S /When i’c 18 o
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Uhen it is consiq.ev'od. that the Af'f'ir-an worker coz\s’ci’cutes ‘the
"life wire" of the Corporation in that it 1s he who Goes the: dinicult

and dir’o,,r pieces, ‘& compensation equal to 3/20th of the superdsorsr
canno‘o bo grudged him,

Ve present these demends in good falth, and on our es’sa‘olished.
comidence in the good will of the Management, and hope that they w:Lll be

~ glven all the consideration ‘ohey doserve for ’me mutual beneflt of
~ employer and employed.

' We beg to remain,
" Failthfully Yours, o
. . | | \ A'
(signed) N, N, Mbile, '
(General Secretery)

(51gnec1) E, M, L. Endeoley.
(General President)

C.C. The Commissioner, Comercons Region, for information,
The labowr Oflicer, Cameroons Reglon, for inf'crmation,

A . PR PRI
’ o . [

. /CAMFROONS ‘DEVELOPMENT
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CAMEROONS DE’V’ELOPMEI\]T CORPORA‘I'T ON WORK&RS' UNIO“I B

Ref. No. GDCWU/MAN 1/23 R General Sec;,etariat,
| N T T g.DLC Morkers! .Union, - -
1, Stranger Settlement
‘ | | | | ‘ , _ Buea " o
\’ o . o R - 23w Augu.e’c 191#9.

“y

The Cha_k:cmn /
Cameroons Develo tment Corpomtion,
0ffice of Chairmen, A
Rota - Victoria, -

. 8ir,

INCREASE TN WAGTS AND SATARTES, (SUPPLEMENT):
FOOD SUBSTDY AWD CONTROL STORFS -

Further to the submiesions presen’oed in our let’cer No. CDCWG/MAN.J./‘?
of the 8th June, 1949, on increa.se in vages end. galaries for Corporation
employees, wo have been directed. 0 submit :t‘or your further consideration
the following supplementary emggesﬁions for the benefit of our members,
R Since the first lotter wae v:c;’.tton our Union hes given much time
t0 the study of the question of eta‘oilization of vages and ‘the maintenance
of an appreciably good standard of 1iving ‘among the Plentation workers, - \‘
By "Plantation workers" here we mean the ’oypical labourer in the Esta’ces‘
vhose life is centred in the remote camp avay from the normal £low of ’
life and trade. With the limited evidence at our disposal we have

endeavoured to compare and contrast the presen’c. workers! 1ife with thet of, h

his brother 10 years ago, under German Management and have arrived. at
certain conclusions which we in’c.end. to present in thig sapplement ' ‘

3. We are convinced ’chat an increase in wages based solely on rise

- in cost of livinb cannot remain Btable as it would. be su'bject to the
influence from year to year of the cou.ntry's ’crade economy and. the p.cices »
of loca.l food.s’cuffs. Any general wage scheme therefore, which d.oes not
take into considera‘cion the control e.nd. di stribution of consumer good.s
-and foodstuffs to workers , becomes shalcy and. unacceptable.

b, It 1s ’cherefore our confirmed bellef that 8 proper consid.eratlon
of our submissions on increasc in wages and salaries could only be
undertaken to the substancial benefi’o of our members if the subject of
the supply of foodstuffs and the control and. d.is‘oribu’cion of consumer
goods were studied. simul’caneously by ’che Managemen’o. N '
5. At the present moment the majority of Corpore.tion employees .
particularly 'bhe average l&bourer, is at the mercy of the petty 'brader,
“for his supply of food as well asg his imported goods, 8. &, Seap, Clo’ch

Kerosene etc., these trad.ere are relentless in rocketting prices of their _
‘ ) /wares as soon
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: ’mes 85 800N &8’ there is'e gereral increase in the wages of worker;;‘ L
" The consequence 1is that tle labouror enjoys a very short I’elie;f‘ wi-th
‘nis increaged pay, due to this vicious circle created by the petty tra.d.er-
" - 6... The inadequacy of the present wages and salaries in the corpora,’cion
in particula-‘: is due on a large extent to the unrestricted control of
’ the above factors by the Monagement in the interest of their employees.
-.. Our f£irst memorandum merely attompted to port.cay the p:lcture of the wor.ker
" at his present wage rate without preaudioe.

: That ‘ohere is'a REAL need.
~ for a rise in wages cannot be gainsaeid.

_ We cannot therefore be q_uoted.
© a8 leading our men to "agitate for money". We feel that ‘che la.bourer o

" is entitled to a higher standard of living through a reasonable wage,
and he must also be protected frem e mere hand to mouth existence, by !
warding off thoso ageacles which constently proey upon his sweated fearnihsa
and. leave him a begrar, thus rendering his sacrifices in the Ple.ntations

 of no value.to himself ‘or his immediatc dopendants. o .
7. ) Wo aro convinced that the most elfective solution to the question ‘of
sta'bilising weges in the Camoroons Developmont ‘Corporation 1& the < - T
int“od.uction of those schems which worked with such-apparvent: success

' und.er Gexman Management, e.g. Syctematic Food Rntioning, and, Con’orolled.
Consuner Goods St toros in the*Istatos. '

- Food Suboidy: ,
8, Wo surongly ad.voca.te a syotem of food rationing for' our ‘men '{ '
bocause, we know the difficultics which conlront the average worker in |
the pla.ntation over thc question of obtaining his food. Tt will be
o'bsorvod. tha.t most .of tho local markets are hold in the mornings when
cexployoes aro .at work on thoir jobs; by the time they are free to get to
tho mr}.ote and mako thelr own purchases of esgsentuial foodstuffs, ‘the

' markets q.re' over and the labourers aro compolled by sheer necesslty o .
buy at higher pricos from tho retailor who mede his purchases éarlier: -
in the day, Secondly, mout Toodstuffs are conveyed to -the camps from
tho "1113868 and towns et same cxpenso end labour by tho gellers),
Consequently, they are rold to tho worker at pricos far ebove 'bhe current :
rates at the placea of origin, o
9, AN these factors combine to make piicos of Toodstuffs in ﬂle 1
camps much too high and thercfore render living in these areas more
d1fficult than in tho tovms end villages. But thoy ere ‘factors which
could well be swmounted by tho Managemont, now as befors, for the ,' |
wolfare of thousands of thoir employoos, if thoy wish. - Tho adventages ~' ‘
of a system of food mtioniﬁg should be ‘co obvious that they should need

no undue ctross from us, Wo would liko to see this mtroduced a8’ soon“ o
as poaeibla. T v

1

L -

/e D.C. 'édri‘ufol
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L C DtC Cohtroi Stores- -
'10‘.‘ The menace’of -the petty trader should be we.Ll o to’ the S

Managemcnt as it 18 the root cause of all a.g;.tatione for wage: increases.
That 1s all the reason vhy we expect the Corpore.tion as the stalwart :

‘ gue.rd.lan of the welfare of 1te workers to wage a oonolueive war ag;a.inst

' this menace and help to eradicate 1t for ¢nce in the estates, We know
for certain that ‘these suckers weye unkrown in the German plantations e L
vhen the system-of control stores existed, “ T

11, Co-ooerabive Consumex Stores will not ease the eituat:a.on to any

_ appreciable extent, at least not now, The stores must be sponsored. a.nd
controlled by the Corporation who are priviledged by a seotion of the

’I‘/ PET.H/16 S

" C.D.C, Ordinance to trade, It will certainly cost the Management some ;/ ‘i;

money, but what is the use of declaring yeaily profits for the general
develorment of the peoples of the Cameroons ir that section of these - x
samo people of. the Cameroons who work out these profits are denied the .
very essential benefits of life, Exporienoe has shown us that any '
‘progperity bestowed on the sectlon of the Cameroons population e;zgaged.
~ .in the plantations, would be coneequently‘reflcctcd_.on thé standard of -

- 1ifo of their kindred in the noighbouring.villages'. We therefore- 1ook ‘
upon thils measure as the first practical step in aiding the development

of the people through the Corporation, ‘ : C
\12. The alternative to these well meaning suggestions is to be ree.dy

to countenance frequent agitations for increase in wages vith their
attendant confusions and 1ll-will, R
.13, The workers, as we know them, can only understand. the type of '
economics that is propounded to them in a practical form, as starving ’
men, If tho Mawagement therefore feels that it does not help the trorké:r‘e .
to have their wages frequently incfeased 'beca.use , the noney ineﬁitabiy‘ ‘
goes into the Apetty traders? pockets, then let 1t do something to see - i
that the little they are given does not leave their pockets. It is in
this believe that the Corporation ie in a position to pay wages and also
to make these of practical value to the workcrs that we make these '
’ Submiseione. o : -

11} The arguments usually brought up against the 'introd.uction of these ‘
schemes 1s that they will be abused by workers. Where in the world o
have there been priviledges and no abuse of them? Abuse of priviledge
‘1s the heritage of man from the days of adam! The Management should

therefore not be discouraged from introdncing general’ly beneficial eohemes RN
for fear of their abuses, as long as such abuses do not fcyment discontent S

or - lower the efficlency of the workers. For what difference would it
| /maLe toa
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~ meke to & labourer!ts CPPaf‘ity to load Bananng, ror instanw, ifvhe cﬁoses o
at certain times to e.'change his ration .OFf, say;-

Stockfigh: for antelope
- meat? The. essential point ig. that he has g0t what he desiveg.’ s and he will
- be setlefied. But 1t

will bYe quite g different affsir to his’ working

capacity if he went on an empty stomach becauge he was ‘unable. to secure A

any type of meat at all., The issues under conyideration involve broa.d

principlea covering thousands of workers under the Camer

oons Development :
Corporation, and under such circumntances individual

human, i‘a ilures are .

;,4

15. We therefore comme.nd these two Hemorenda to the most careful and:

eerious study they descrve, and look Torvard to an early implementation

-of the sutmissions presented thersin, for the common good of. the emnlo,/er
; e.nd the employed. - - ‘

.. We beg to vemain,
Faithfully yours ’

LR

(Stgnod)  B. M. L. mDEIZY N § MBILE
: Gsneral Prasident.’ General Secretary.

P
-
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TFE TRUSTEZSEIP COUNOIL G THE TEID X TIONS, Throngh
TN VISTIOHG MISSICN 5O THE CAMEROONS, NOVAMZR, 1549,

“"'""OOO—-"""‘

, We thoe members of the I*g':lo~‘=<a "lgawEim'-B‘h.Oﬁﬂobﬂliﬁo a_geml, J;mm_»tpe
which iz appointed by the ""*1bm Unimm of these arsas in theunorthwe av xn ‘
~ porticn of Trmba Division, do by 'oreseub the '.‘EDl.uCWi.ug pet t:v on £ aw' S
submiseion to the Trusteesk ip Caum,il of the United 'Nawons "‘Lrough the
Visiting Mission to the Cameroons 111 Noverber g, RN
. Our Tritel Union ‘being a meubey of the Cmroons IM:‘! cnal Federation,
this swimisoion is presented as an aagx:endlx to the Federation's S
memorandum presented on behalf of the ertire Camroons .Lerritory. [Ehe‘f.'}-ﬁ S
- “repreqentations fell unim three principal heach“gs-- ' - o
(1) rMaian Estate Lemd .- - o j E

" (2) Torest Regorves

_ (J) General. “evbl@gent
- IDIAN ESTATE . - C S
This estate, area over 700D acres, eitusted about elghty miles fram .
Furba 1n the nirthwestern ervea of Fumba Division, is cowned by the U.A, C. o
_(United Africa Colony), ean mg-lisl f£irm which ocught the lend from the o
"Custodian of Eremy property’, in 1"21; Its }grice vas over EL per acre 7
according to the Resident Camexoons Province, in a letter No. 111;2/01:,3 of =
August hth, 1948, to the North Westorn Area Council, Ndian, by the District '_
'Offlcer, Kumba, . ' e ' L
Native Reservetion, 300 Acres. . : : oo
Within this Area of over TOO0O Acres was an Area of 300 .Acres on which .
tho Ndian Village was situsied, and on which the v.;llagers farmed. This
had been demarketed as a Native Reserve. This Area was not mcluded in
the area sold to the United Afmca Carpary. | ‘
While the U.A.C. was dovelopinb the Area pa::'chased the villagers . o
lived and farmed in the 3ce Acres left them, But shortly, the U.A.C. found.
that they did not enjoy untrarelled control as 'uhe village 1Ree;erve lay
betveen the palm Estate amd the Nalen River 'by mh:.ch the Cc,mpany shipped

’

o

its proo.uce ancl brought in supplies..
| - [Thus ceme

S
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Thus cams a pexlod of presmire on the wmzopie Lo avg.cnawo tL, i(‘O Ao,es

of thelr settlemen’c snd migrate to snotk
N L= )

o spob on the other sile of the
Natan (Sulw) Rivex,

Sexies of intimidations were exerted on the people PY
the Administrative Officers wren tie people wers diccoversd %o Ha adanant
in their xeinoal tc evacuate the Reserve and leave the greves 0 thelr
fatbers sad the home of thelr pride.

Soms enlightenasd Africans who strozjjthensd their couex adns *\m, to .

yeild to the pressare were labolled "atraznpsrse and mdem.“a‘:rle c,,mrac,aers

and ejected from the village Ty the Gove"ﬂnment. Thess ©0 ca_lvd

" "yndesivable chavacters” were Siervalsonians and Meonrovino Trad ers mho knew

thel the people remerved the right to refuse giving their land to(‘ the

"whitemen", and who taughat the move primitlve indigenies ebout their 7
agrarian rights. When tho "irresponsiltlss" were finally ejected and ouly -
the helpless primitive msn vho vere elthsy ignorant of their rights or

who were too week to defend them, remained, the Government and the U. A. C.

nov lssued their coup de grace and foreed 1t down the throate of the Ndian

villagers to evacuate the site ol theilr fathers, During the so called

negotiation between the Natives cn the one hand and the British (}ovgrnment
and the English fiym on the other, different methods of Co-ersion were
resorted to, to beat dovm the native resistance. One was the offer of
"plenty"” of money to the poor natives. This pressure contined fcr qeveral
years - from ebout 1927-1935, ard finally the natives were overﬁhelﬁ‘fsd‘md
“edected 1n 1935, .

The evacuation was enforced and supervised dy a mu.tish Admms :ative
Officer, D.0. Charles with some eight fully armed police consta’bles,' the

militia of the Administrative Authority, and he did not J.eave Naien wntil
the pxesent Ndian site was put up.

A sum of money was promised the people es compensation for’ their

houses, ferms and crops including groves of coconut palms destroyed dur-ing
the evacuatiocn. This amcunt mway have been announced, but was never handed

€0 the natives. Tue money was retained by the Admi nistrative Authorl s
and disbursed in the follcwing ways:-

1. The sum equal to the amovnt of tex expected from the Ndian people
was yearly withdvewn from the emount into the fsneral revenue .
for taxes. ' '

11,

Bits of this amount were pithed out to old men, women, chiefB
~and Native councillors of Ndlen. Tie natives had always \

mistoken these amounts for gifts from the "rich and generous
whitenan". '

/The Natan o

3
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The Ndian poople va;r?s however shocked o 'be,‘tolé. "‘U‘ t 191} by that | S
" they were owing the‘(}o‘?erzﬁnen* g 1032 24 ag eZeehs wivadra ml e '2;1-‘19'/. .
Lh0C (four bundred pownls). . Chief Njuma of "&o.lan was ordersd to, and s
na.m hack mls anouwt must 'r'emutan“ly, to the Di n‘ty ict 01“@ Qm;m, Lo
Mr, W.F.H, Howd ﬁgtmg . ‘ ' o ‘\

The vesult 1s thab the ';Je-anle hazdly knew Jnat any . ccmuwm _cn hw ‘

’bnen pald to them at &il, in the way things had 'bem coniucted. CIE

‘ Theix comnlamts are Fm:mrl:ad as fm}owqc-’_ N : l R

(1) That the so called ucmpenﬁatlo of 100 wes for. ‘sce.ur cmps aﬁc“_ ’

houses clestroyed. was decided be’cwee*x the Go ern:ner’c and the U“—x C,, A

“and T30'T‘ between the p»ogla and ‘bbe U.p Cg ’I"cre was nevyr any ‘: 3

negotlation i‘ree and voluntwy on me part of 'c‘e poogle. It was \ ;;"f
co-ersion end force. = = LT e |

(2) Thet this amount ves neve?‘ har\ded e 'bhé pedple, Wwas i*etaihed ny B

the Govermment and merely trickled out to them from yesr . ’oo year

in what appealed as- gi;’ts , WBllo much of 1t was ueduc'bed for :

A . taxes.. « , .- o o e
... {(3) That this.sum of 2400 vas (,ompenuation for hovses, i‘a.cms and o
crops inclu.ding groves, of cocorut trees s orange trees ; Kola: nut L
trees etc. that were destroyed during 'bh@ evecuation of the g |
natives, and Not payment for the OO Acres of land itself. | o
(+) That therefore the people demend. pame,nt from ‘che U.A.C. for the :
300 Acres of land at the cmrent p11ce of land _Or an annaal o
‘ -yent for the land, dictated by the/ofme o native
(5) That the U.A.C. De made o ey ennval _ren s from 1935 uill aate
for use of the 300 Acres of the people's land, _the amcumt of R
rent being dictated by the owners of the land, end Governmnnt ST
~ as trusice of the people ac’cmg as & Concill:.ato ST
(6) Thet it is regarded un,juat for the Custodien of Enemy property
%o have sold off 7000 Acres of the peoplas virgin land to the |
United AJL:cif'a Company when 'thc Gevmans had meraly seized. the
land by brute force without the consen’c nor the wishes of the
veople, and such sale of land of the 'oeople of the Cameroons
‘ceing a 6ap1’oa' Holat.non of Artlcle 8 of the Tmsteeshlp
Agreemem; end & moral injustice agamst a defenc eless poople.

(7} 4n acceptable propo,;itlm might lie in the handing over of the
Ndien Estave, after purchage by the Administering Authority, to ‘_ iflf;
the Camerouns Deve;opment f‘orporation to develop for the ganeral Lt

' ‘cenei‘i’c of the people of the Camsroo“s, after fully settling
with the claims of the peOPle over the diﬂ'erent i‘oems of land
ir\cluded. in the represen’cations a'bove. o ‘ o :
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“NATIVE - RESTEES

[
T e A A

The creation of Reserves in ovy Lend is an act of (}o'velnmcﬂ* whic‘h-,

te population of our tribes in particular and the Cameroons as 2 whols
viows vith ths utmost suspiclon and Gowv. L

The rezsons for this ave- cbvicus. The method adoptecl

ingtitution of Resexrveas created wich cause for thought.

-l.Ll

I.Lliter;xiig Chiefs

vere used as instrumeats, cnd terrific intimidativn of Chiefs and Native

Councillors usually accompany tie Creation of Reserves. Even coivictions
Recently in {ihc Bekoosi tride in
Kuzbe Division, & British Maglstrate convicted five mowhers of- ﬁha Native

for obatinate opposers are nét vnlmwn.

Council for having prevented cne of their nunbers from co-orerating i.»ri?;h
the District Oilicersaud the Forest Officer, for which they- vere. 'chargec\l\
 with asseult. , o R

' The quedtion is, why should Government be so rigorous in ‘ohe Creau:. on
. of Reserves in the Face of such oppesition, sud why should. Govcmment be
wawilling to 1ssue written end eigned declarations as often demanded by
the people thet the lands shall always be for the people and for their -

Trosterity? Vhy is Government not more, or even cqually vigorcus in the .

construction of Roads and tlie establishment of School“ or in the érect}ion'

of hospitals when these other ag)encios are in fact far more essential to 4

the wellbeing and benefit of the people thwn the preservatlion of‘ fc:gsts,
We are far from being convinced that there is not something und,er the

Covernment sleeve, over this Forest Rescrvaticns., No body has ever been

. charged for co.mg wrong and deserving convicticn, for meking use of his

reserve funds; and yet 1t is not uninown in the Camexoons that citlzenu

* bave been often convicted for using even lgnorently the contents of
. ReserVes.

Their Abolition » - I

In view of ouwr experience so far with regords the acquisition of land
by ruling povere, we regard it expedient to demsnd irmediate gbolition of
ell Reserves snd the mullificetion of all documents empowsring thelr
creaticn and their continuation, particnlarly eince Government has never’
counte“anced a written declaration that the  lends are for the people end
thelr prosterity, as regma::]y demanded by the people.

We bitterly complain of the corrplete lack of develol,uunt of our cmntry

by the ruling power. In fact we can hardly understand that we are 'beng

-administered by a Grea’c power, whic’a ‘*;as the Developmpn'* of cur cowntry

/a."f; QLJYt . -
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at hoart. We never knew that any ccuntry could prOgress without Roads,

‘without Schools and Colleges, without hospitals to attend to the sick,

‘without coummnication to link it to the rest of the world and enhance

progress. Our tribes are entirely shut in the ‘mi,dstﬁ of mighty, Jungles,
cut out of the rest of the civilised world except by foot-paths exd .

dengerous hanging bridges over ra.vinos and dangerous gorges.

" Our humble submission on this item is thet the Trusteeship Council

should request the Administrators on owr behalf 4o undertake the - o
"~ development of our. country, as they are doing in other parts und er Bxitisn ‘f‘:’

. rule. A% fixsb, we thought the$ it might be thet the Administering =

Authorlty might not be able by nature to undertake: :veal develomuent of B |
'baclcwarcl ‘areas, but when we see how mich has been done and is being clpne o
in Nigeria and o’oher\places,'we more than avef feol most &issatis,ﬁed e e
with our trustees over the complete lack of develomment of, our. country, .
7 We appeal that a fathe::' should be intereated in the probress and. wel.nbeing s
of all his children, and ve therefore insist that the Administering oL
Authority should underteké the development of our countyy in the - . /-
| uonstruction of Roads, Establlshmant of Schools, .Jrection of HosPitals, etc."ﬂi‘; ‘Iv

The a’bOVe submissions are hunbly prasen'bed for- su’bmiss:.on to the
Trusteeship Council of the United Nations , which body ve recoglise ;mt o
only as the supreme Authority of this Terri’c.ory, but also as the Cuamggicne {f}f
of und.evelo;ped humanity.. : : } :

_VWle beg that the Trusteeship Council should make it a point to pay us
a Visit once every five years (At least), so that it would be it could ~
possible for the Trusteeship Cowncil 4o regularly check up the reports of
the Administering Au‘chority subnitted :E‘or the period of eVery five years s
&t least. - : ‘ I
We wish the M:Lssioners the happlest stay within our Territory.‘ B

We beg to remain, Dear Sirs, ~ @ ...
Your humble petiticners,

n : L (Signe&) Nemaso Ngembeni
Dated this 4th of : Secretary
November, 1949, ‘ § C R
¢/o Native Court, Ndien, Kumbg - -
Camsroons Urider Lnited Ki.n,gdom
Trusteeship. et

(1) Chief Njuma Nekeri ) x
(2) Councelor Motia ) (Finger prints - "
23§ Seka ) marked here)' o
k) Councilor Anamani ) . : : PR
I certify that the above thumprints are those of the leading family heada
of Ndian, and the members of the I\Igo;LowZBatanga—Bima-Balondobadiko 'Land 357
Committee, who have submit‘bed this petition. R
(Signed) Nemago I\Tgembeni B
B Secretary. S R






