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C.AMEROONS NATIONAL FEDEMTION 

. MEMORANDUM TO THE TRU9I'EESHIP COUNCI~ OF THE UNITED NATIONS omANISA'riONS_, 

Through tP.e Vi si ting Mission to the Ca.meroone in November 1949·, 

· By the Camaroons National Federation, faunded at Kumba, May'l4tl:r
1 

1949. · 

:mTRODUCTION 

, . · · The Camez:oons National Federationt toup.ded at Kumba on Mey l4th; 1949, 

during an All Cameroona Conference atter.ded by representatives of over 

·iifteen tribal Unions and all ethnie grQu.ps in the British Cameroona, is a 

Fede_ration of all progressive Tribal Uniqns 1 Leagues, Committeé,'and ether 
. 

organisations of Cameroons iniieenous na.tJves of the terri tory under. · 

United Kingdom Trueteoehip1 with provie!on t.o enlist any indigenoue na·t.ive 

organisation existing a.nywhore ;l.p the T~eteeship Terri tory of the Cameroons 

whethor British or French, caming up fo~ ;amÇarship • 

. At the moment, the Fetleratj.on éonsil;!ts of aozne seventeen organiaat:lone, 

sixteen from the British, and one from tP:e li'ropch, but all resident .in the 

British Territory. 

Amans the delegates a.t the Innaugu1~l Conference of the Cameroons 

National Federation were Natural Rulers, Tribal Leaders, Businessme~, ':rrade 

Unioniste, Journaliste, Schoolmasters, Farmera, Studonta, etc. 
' ' 

The following were the four.dation member Unions of the Federation who 

were repreeented by a.t leaat tive delegatea per Union at the Irinaugural " 

Conference • 

.. - VICTORIA DIVISION 

The Eakweri Improvement Union 

The Bak:weri Land Claim Comrlù ttee. 

The Cameroona Development Corporation Workers' Union. 

KUMBA DIVISION 

The B:U'aw Improvement Union 

The Bal~ndu ·rmprovement Union. 

The Balondo Improvement Union 

The :Baleng Triba), Union. 

The Balue Improvement Union. 

The All Bakoeei Improvemènt League. 

The Bakoas1 Land Claim Committee~ 

The Ngolo-Batanga~Bima-Balondobadiko Improvement Union 
'. . 

~he Mbonge Improvement Union., 

The Iaangele Farming Association. 

MAME'F..-.' D;;..;IVI;;.;..;;;;,..;~I;;;;.;ON 
The . EJaghem Impl"'VelJlent Union-

'l!b.e Mamfe lm:provemen't Union, Victoria .. 
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:SAMENDA.DIVISION 
--~-·-- '. ~ .. 
The' Bamenda Improvement A~soc1:ation 

The Bàli Improvement Unfon ~. · 

FFŒœ1CH CAMEROONS 
. ·----

··The Bamir1yang Improvement Union, K'Ulllba~ . 

Sigilificant among the. decisions taken at this Conference ·of ,the 

Cameroons National Federation,· was a resolution for submission.of"·a·; 
. 

me:morandum on some ·of the most acute problems of the Trust Terri tory of · 

the .Cameroons, to the Trusteeship Qo)lncil ·of the United Nation~, , .. 

Organisation; through its Visiting Mission to the dameroons, ·:tn·· · 
November 191~9,· in accordance with' the stipulations of Article B4· ~f 'the 

. . ~ - .. 
' ! • R~les of Procedure of th~ Trusteeship Council. ·· · 

-' ~ ... ....i.· 1' • • ~ ' ·". • ·- • ' ' ' i ; ~ • ,-.!i 

In fulfilment of that deèision thèrefore; thé Conférence-in-Session-
. ' . . -

drafted the following memorandum :for su:bm.fssion through the 'Vist ti:Og 

· Mission of the Trusteeship, Council of the United Nations Orgru:iisatiCn 
,· ,, 

the highest authori ty and supreme guardi an of this terri tory; its people a ... 

and its. resources, while it is yet immature to assume the full statua of 

ari inde"Pendent or Self-governing State. , .... •' 

. . . ' 

We forward these eubmissions to the Trusteeship Co~cil ·wi th .a vi·ew. . 
.· . . 
that pressure may be brought to bear on the Administering Authorities.of 

the Cameroons Te:r;-ri tory to acceleratè the ir rate of~ development of the 

territory af. whole with due regard to advancing the material, social,· . . . 
educational and poli ti cal welfare_ of i te· inhabi tante in fùlfilment of . · 

the -..3ic objectives of the IntQ,rnationaLTrustçeship syste~ wfth · 

particular reference to Article 76 (b)·ànd (c) of the United Nations 
. . ' 

· · Charter, and the provisions and ·1erms of each trusteeship agreement• 

13riefly, our submiasione f&ll under the following categorie.s: : 

A •. ~TION; 

For over thirty yeare aines the Cameroona becamé a Mand~ted and . 

later a Trust Terri tory, under United Kingdom Administration, the higheat 
. ,. -
Government educational Institution in the Terri tory i.s a Cent.re for the ' 

Training of Teachers for the Elem~tary Certificate, ~he IDinimum 

. - > 

qualification in Nigeria to enti tle .one tq th~' .. aitu~tiori :or' SchooÎIIiaster '\ 

started in 1932 and raise~ to ·Higber Elementary. standaro i~ 1Q47. Along 

with this, there are some. five Gover~~nt ·J;>rimary S~liool,s. Ther~ is not 

a single G6vernment Secondary School in.~e.Territory, after nearly 

thirty-:-five years ·of :Sr;Lti~ stay; .. w~i.le. for 'the .same perio.d. th~ French 
' c ' ·' •• • ••• , ., ' -' 

have· in·. tho ir section, ·. seme aixte.èn · Secondary schools floud shing •· SO far' 
~ .. , ·; ~· 

~ .. .: :. ·/the only 
. . . ·~ ·. : ' 
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the only avenue through which Cameroons youths have been acq~iri.I'!S:" 
socondary and higher education ia bi· a'tudying in Nigerian. second.ary 

schoola, where on tho avere.ge, i t has be en ·thrice as expens:t ~e for the 
Came~oons otut\ent as for his local Nigerian comerade. · At the D+Omen:t; 

·the only ex.isting Secondary school'··in the :British Ca:r:neroons is that 

establiahed about 1940, by the. Roman Catholic Mission, a voluntary AgencY .. 

The St. Jos~ph' s · Oollege, Sas se.. Thore: :!,s. a f.eve~ish attempt .}Jy. the 

:Se .. eel Mission· (Ehvies} · '1:.9 rival the Ce.tholi.c .to eat~~lish another at, Bal.i 
' . . ~ . . ' . . ,• . 

, in BOllienda this ye~:r. . .. ;~ .. 

On the 'Part _o.:f uomep,- the. position ia f.~ worse , ... .as there is 1-lot a 
.\ - ~ 

single. Goverm.en'l;; gir~a echool in th.e en tire terri tory and the oniy . , 
' ' . . ' . -- . . . -~ .. 

existing gi:t•l, schools. arE;) run by Foreign volunt!lry Misoionary Agencie!3, 

the Roman Catholic Mission, and the Swiria :S~sel Mtssion, while. ~, · ...... 

. ,, aprinkling o:f' girl!=~ .ie·. gen~n·a.lly mi::C(;à. .in the .fi ve: boy schools rnentioned 

above. Till 'date,; all girls from this ';fer ri tory have had tq go ove~ to 

Nige:::-ia for thoir Seeonda,ry Education 13.11fl Teachcrs Certificates ... ~ ·~ · 
: ~ \ •_ '; : ~ r 

· :Sut .for the .. commendable part the Nissionnry bodies are playing_ .in 

the. Cameroops ~n .th" field of Education, th(:l: picture would have. be~~ . 

com'Pletely different frolll what .1 t now 1s 1 . _wi:th regard to Elementary 

. e.ducation, while "'-"'ith respect to seco!ldary education, the prospects of 

a college .coulçl .. have boen still .. remo te i..f not complet ely absent, t:<;>r th1. s 
torrito:.:-y... . .. 

. The general opinion in the Cameroons is .that Britain as the· 

Administering .AU'thority of this terri tory has :completely failed to ~bide 
by the.stipulations of Artiçle Xll of.her Trusteeship Agreement, which 

declares:- ,_,·.,. 

"The Administoring Authori ty shall, as may be appropriat~; ... to 

.th~ circumatances of the .Terrltory,.continue.an~ extend a general 

system of Elementary education designed to abolish illiteracy.~li 

. '· populati!)n, child. and. adult, SJld. shall siin.llurly p~~vid~ such 

facilit~es as ·may prove.des1.rable and :t>ructi.o.able in the inte~·é.~t 
-of the.in}labitants for qualified. studenta to recei'lte.secondary ~ 

' \ . '. 

higher :~duca't;ion, inclu~ing. profe~s_ional. :.training.'' 

.. ~ B-. _; ·ECOI-:QMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

: · . 

· .~. A ter three decades of :Sri ti ah Administration of the Cruneroons, . 

Economi~ .Devel~pment of the 'Pe,op1e in the ·opini~n .of competent 'autho:çitiea, 

has not made the slighteet advsnce f~ where the GerUJ!ll1B l,oft it. The 
' < • ' •• • •• ' • ' • • •• '... •• .., :· ' 

-tempo. {lot whiçh the .Ge~e left .,:the .Cameroons on t:P,is .particule.r item 
. . . ·~ . \ ' . . 

· ~:, .. d1eQ. .down·~a ~·,reau:Lt. of the .,gener~ negl~c;t of ~he . .Cameroo s. by Bri~in 
sipce it took over after the World War l- a.fact which h been ~mitted 
by the Secretary of State himeelf (vide Hansard, 20th Jul 1944) • .''An· 

/undèveloyed · 
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undeveloped people in an undeveloped country devoid of education 

particularlyindustrial, have been left to-"develop their own initiative 

towa.rds their ec.onomic advancement", without thE:) necessary _pre-requiaites 

' towards auch development. 

The result. is that the Cameroona plantations offered the feasible 
) ' v • 

avenue of earobg a living for a great percentage of the illitèrate ànd 
semi·illiterate population~ . The m~ent a boy attains manhood, his first 

venture outsid.e his home is into the p::.antations, and when i t is reaiized . . 
how wagee in these plantations sustain only a hand to mouth ex:Ï~tence, 

it can be appreciated what the :prosl'ects of the Camèroo:ns p;Lantation 

workera. have, in the ,field Of economie development; and What COI:'iribution 

he makes with hie wagea, int~ the count,ry's general economy., · 

On the other hand,.where an answer could have come àgainst·the ptight. 

of the illiterate Cam~roonian, Goverrunent has not created the prerequisite 

by providir~ ample education, especially agricultural, technical and . 

commercial; to enable development of individual inittative towards'· · 

economie advancement. 

The sprinkling of educate~ youths in .the coun~r;y are generally ·· 

absorbed as teachers and c'ierks, and :With thf;;) starvation wages 'and 
: . . . . . . 

salaries earned,. there is just no possibility of raising any capital 

. tow9.rds .embarkation upo.n a:ny individual enterpl"ise ofnote. 

As a preliminary to firm economie development of the ·country, , ' 

Agricult.ural, Technical and Commercie.l educati()n are india~ensable · 

necessi ties, about which the Ad.ministering Authori ty has for thirty-fi ve 

yeara, dona practically nothing. The off repeated charge of arm;.chair 
,, ' 

criMes that the Cameroonian is lazy and J.acks initie.tive is absolutely 

groundleos, because in the absence of these indispensable fundamentals 

towards economie advancement, how else could the Carileroons native be. 
. . 

Be aides, there are ter:dfic forces like the plantations snatching off 

the illiterate youths, while the educated ones àre;abeorbed by Government, 

Mission, and .Commercial firme as clerka or teachers. The reeult is that·, 

.auch young men as are left in the villages are either those who are 

unfit for European employment, or otherwise engaged in the activities 

of' t.l:le normal village lif'e - working on the small family farm, or 

hunting or fishing to support the ageing parents~ 

Sometimes, however, one finds soma 'cocoa, palm produce,etc. 

eXJ?orted from the terri tory, but this is generally té negligible to' 

affect to any appreciable extent, the general eéonomy of the country. 

'· / Also, there 

' 
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Also, there ·are a' number o:f' young men who have à.cq11ired aéme , · . 

. ~d.tication, .and who peiseesa a considerable amount o:f' in:i. tiative' but who. 
. . . . . . . ·.. . .·. : . . ·, 
lack the :i.ni tial ca. pi tal wi ~h which to embark upon any worth-whUe 

econo~c project. 

· ·- Some Govcnlllleiit aüthori ti es when question~d regarding lack of 
' ... ' '. p ' ' \_ ' 

· economie ùevelopment. in the Cameroons, have be en noticed to delight. in 
passing the buck to ·the Cameroons native· as being J.azy, lethargie, arid 

lacking init:1.attve. The question then arises, as to what the Administer:tns 

'Authori t.y has doné to combat this e.lleged lnziness a."ld lethargy. · Tai:es 

in Nigeria for example are 1ower than taxes in the Cameroono,. mid yet the 

Cameroonian regularly paya his tribute from which he reaps practically 

no appreciable bcnefi t. Ia the Cameroonian by nature and blood lazy'Z . 

· .. If . so, have the French the seme complainte against the na ti v es in thei r 

section of the·cameroona who happen to be of the srune racial stock 'às 

the Britioh Cam0roonian? 

. There al'e certo.in basic fundè.!lentals towards ir.clividuai 'human-. 

developmont which must be cree.ted for thf.l citizen by the ru1ing power; 

othorwise ,· indi v id ua.l develo~t amông a backward people· co.nnot be 

. possible~ For example, ·the rul1ng power mut1t, àmply provide schools. to 

edu~o.te. thé nà ti ves on how to en:erge from the sizr.ple peasant or > • 

plantation labourer's hand to mouth exietencë·into civilized and fÙlier 

living in kecping 'td th the statua of developed man. After the schools 
. . 

which provide the knowledge, thore must be an avenue of raising-èa.pital 

thl4 ough omployment ui th reasona"ble earni11gs. In the abser..ce of the se 
proviéos,· it is rege.rded a capital and ridiculous atteinpt to 0vade viorld 

condamnation on the part of the Administering Authority to accuse the 

Cameroona native of ''laz:tnese, and lack o:f' initiative", vrith regards hia 

"economie advancement. . 

The Cameroons Natfonal Federation is convinced that the :Administering 

Authori ty has limlifested a ehcicking amount of negligence to"t-rards 

developing the Ceineroons economlcally, and sub~ ts here tlHit 'the United 
. - . 

Nations through the Trnstceship "Conncil be requeàted to bring pressure 

to bear on B1•1 tain wi th u view to urgirig her to accelera te her present 

rate of economie development of the Camercons. 

C. HEALTH. 

Of the. most urgent and P,reasing problems 111 the Crunel'oons today, 
'· 

thore ie hardly any which is more acute than the health question• ~hat 

.. soma 900 ;000 people have only eome four to fi ve Medical Officers · to .. 

attend to their health, ia enough to impreee upon any one, the ·horriple 

etate of affaira in the CamerooilS today, on the point of, the people'a 

health~- /There are .·:,. 
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·· There· are in ·thb terri tort only ·four to five Govdrnmerit Hospitals J 
' • • • ' • • < '· 

end of the se,. only one dese:::-ves 'to be called a hospital. The ethers are 
little or no bettèr than dispensaries .with ap~ail::.ng conditions for 

patients. For example, at Km.ba, t.he only hospital for about ioo,ooo 
people in the nine tril1es of Kumba· Division, thore is neither ;ater n;r· 

·light for the patients •. Patients therefore bathe in a ~udy little brook 

by the ways ide, to the daily dieg.lSt of ·the local populace. · At night., . 

. ·those:who can provide 't~en:s~lves with.small bush lamps use them, while . 

. tho se who cannot, sleop wi th. the sun and wake wi~h the same in complete . 

blackout. · 

Jiospi tals ·are so grossly ·inadequate for the, ;populations that 1 t ie , . 

not .unusual for a tribesman who has walkod eixty miles o.r more to reach 7 · 

a hospital wi th, for instance an operation case, to be told to .g0 back· 
1 • ' - ' 

and come the following season, as theDoctor' s list is often ftllf for 

months. A number of Native .Authority Diope:asaries eGtablished in .som 

districts in the terrltory are just bettcr.than noth:tng, in that they 

. c.an only, treat minor .cases lilœ scabies,' ringwc:rm, small soree, and 
1 • • ' ' • ' \ 

ailments req:uirlng on.ly a simple purge • . . 

Throughout the ter~itory, sickneos ia preYalent, the mo~t horrible 

being leprosy. This terrible disease is extremely l'D.mpant particularly · 
,.. ' . •r.! . . . . 
in Mamfe _Divis.ion whe:r-e som0 authori ties declare that ~t least 25._per cent_·· 

of the population are affected. Recently 1 a Leper Colony was closed down · .. ; 
. . ' ,· . 

at Mamf'e by the Gove::nment and two hundrèd lepors were let loose on· the 

healthy population again. The Colony had been started by a your1g man. 

who himself had becn a leper, but who .had been cured at the Church of.: 
" 

' . ' - " 

Scotla!)d Leper Colony, at Itu, Nigeria. He had persuaded twC! hundrcd., . 

le:pero to leave the ir ho:nes and .leave by themselves. lTi th him at h~s 

little colony '\-rhere, applying his experience in leprosy curing gaineG._:at ·.' · 

It-q.,.he succeeded in cur:tng four men who were ;pr~nouz:.ced clean byà 

.Government Medical Off;cer, &!-d awa.r·ded health Certificates. He later. .: :: 

auèceed.ed in persuading the local Native Authori ty to help the .scheme 

with a subsistance allowance of 5/- per leper per month. The people . 
; ' " 

were therefore shocked when Gover.nment ordered the closing down of the·. 
' . 

colony, and the disbanding 9f the·lepors. 

Almost all over the territory, the siok and healthy live together; 
. ' . 

lepers and clean eat, live, and drink togethe~ ~ith the healthy 

population, yet Government merely lqoks on. For instance, after the, · 

Ma:mre l~per colon:r had been .c.iosed, the peo~le proteste~. to the .Go~ernor. 
in a welcome ~ddr~ss dur~ng.his visit to.thc C~e~oons in Novemb~r.l948, .· 

b~t to ·the :beat ~f ~ur howled~e-, nothing has bee~ .done. . <. - .: · · .. 
. ' ·, '. '. . .. 

/There, is 

•. ·, 
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Therl) is __ tocJ.ay, a· general and progressive ext1nci:.ion of the cameroons 

people noticee.ble in almoat avery t:t·i be; as a l .. esul t of' this· unconèern 

about the peorle' e health. This is as true as it is alal'nùng, b~t tt is 

a grim reuli ty tha t vTe must fa.ce. 
.1 

The.CUIIJel•oons Natioria11edera·t:toli is eolemnly pletcing it before the 

United !iati~no, the Supreme Gua:.ùian of this territory, that wJ.ess 

.something is done, and the.t right new, about the hea.lth of the Caw.eroons 

people, particula.rly ab~ut the horrible lcprosy plaguo, the Cameroons race 

might die out befcre the ex!)iration of tllts cen~ury. · 

All viUeges and tri bea are fast shri.nli:ing in si ze, and in nUI:J.bera. 

vie are a.lal"''lieà.. Our vory extstonco on eart.h as a race is seriously 1 

threatoned. Ue ap-peal to the United No.tions Organ:!.sation to intervene 

quickly. 

D • A!JMTinsrRP.TION. -------
After thirty ysara now, tho Cameroo:.1s people have real:tsed that the 

system of o.d~.niotering the Ca.moroona as an n-ppendo.ge to a Region in · · 

N:Jgeria bad not been to their btult 1ntoreota. The syotem ia most 

tmeatiafactory, in that 1 t does not only shu_t the Ca.moroons out of the 
. ' 

notice of th13 Adrainistoring Authorl ty, b·,tt even more, tends to create ~n 

. ths Camoroons loos of the fact, as distinct from N1geria, the Csm.eroons as 
' . . 

a Trust torrl tory, is an International Cor..cern. I11stoad of a:rresting the 

direct attention of the Adrninisterlng 1\ut.hority whlch bas pledged 'before 

the United Nations to hold the Ca.m:3roons in trust for hUIJlé'ni ty, 'ànd dèvélop 

her in accordenca 'n th +..he terme of the Tl'UB~eeshtp Asr~oment; the system 

of adatnistering the Cemeroono as a part of the Eastern Provinces or· 

Nige1•ia bas for the laat thirty years earned for the terri tory, nothii)g . . ., .· .. 
but shocking neglect. 

The general demand by the Cruneroons people hao ther0fore been, the 

constitution of the Ca.meroon:J into a dieM.nct region of its oim under a 

High Comm:tsaioner who will bo dlrectly responsible to the Governor in. 

Lagoo. The bc.sic objectives hao been the constitution of an assembly . 

which will ena ble the uni ty of all sections of the Trust Terri to~y North 

'and South, French and British and a froe discusoion of their common 

problems as a Trust· Te:l:'ri tor.1 à.nd a fore ... "t1Dl1er to the provision of 

article 76(b) and (c) of the UNO Charter. , . 

The excuse on the part of the Administerin4. Authority f~r refuSinS 
. ' ' ' . 1 ', • 

to grant· the Cameroons P.egionnl statua, based .on an alleged financial 

· incap~city of th~ _caln.eroons to constitute a region is unacceptable, 'because, 

first, if ~fter thirty yeara of Dritish rule the C~eroons is still 

/financiaJ.l::! 
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fil'l!:i!léially, ·:::l"):le -8el:' -sn:pporting, what guarantee . is t."lere .that she will · 

'become self-suplJOrt:i.:.'l.,g b~r continuing under the sarne system• · 
. 1' . '., 

sec.ondly, if GoYer::Ele:l't aJ.lows t4e Cameroons · to be the :pe!'ll3ei;uaJ.; . ' . ' . 

:f'ina.11,ia1 lü:.blli ty on the res't of the Eastern J?rovinceA,. of Nigeria, what 

prevents C·:rver:n.~e:at fro:;n aJ.lovting the Cameroons to be· the finan'cial 

liability on 'the rest of Nigeria, by granting us our dema.'l:led Regional 

Statuo • 

. ~J.lhi::-dly, 1 t aJcrikes ue as s·t:.:'e..nee tha'G Gc~re~err'c should· be umnlling 

to consider a change in tne sycte:::J. of al'l.minist.ering the Ca:merocns as part.· 

of the Eastern Provinces of NigE~ria, ·~·hen · 1 t 1\\lJ.y admi ts i ts.- faÜure 'by: · 
declaring ·t?.1e Oaa:e:r.•o::ms fina:.'lcielly non-self-sup:;?m."t!ng, a!ter o-{er thirty 

years u:J.der tllis aô.ministrative system. 

And Fourthly 1 all Camerooni8.J.'"lS are fully convinced that Wi thou·t taxes, 

our full share of the Colonial Develor!llen't grant a, our prof1 ta from the 

Cameroons Dsvelc:pment Corporation, we s1all be :t'ully financially self­

. supporting, o:r if w-o are not, ru.1d tl1e A0.m.tn1eteri:ng Authority c8.,"1..."1ot do 

some-iliing of 1 teslf to alle-via te the po8i tion, we sha.U, in our capaci ty-

as Trust Territory, appaal to the United. Nations Organisation. 

, ' If all tllo C8.ïne:::-oo::1s as one Iliail a=-:-o opposed to the present 

Administre.ti ve system which d6.:ogates ua l.:rto an ap:penà.age to a Region iri 
' .. 

the Colony ar.d· Protectorats of Nigeria, it is because of the absence of· 

direct rèprese::1tation to the.·Legialat.ive Council of Nigeria, thràugh this 
faulty system. Oil'i.ng t0 tho unde:w.oc:mt:ic system of Electoral doll'eges in · · 

the losisla.t.ive s;rstem of the countrY as a reault of the unpopular P.ièhm"ds 

' C6nst1tut1on1 the Co:neroons lost representation to tlle Lo~islative thrctigh 

the Er.stern Hou se of Aonembly where out of a~me f:iftoen l!ie:::r:.oers, only two 

. chiefa al'e rep::>fJsentlng t::te Ca.t:~eroons. During the election from among 

their ntutbere :t'o:r five men to go into the Legislative Council in Le.gos, the 

came ... oons 'M.:>')'y)ll-,q.:;,·--1-..,-1--i~•r-., ~- ··e CO'""'"'"" .. C""Ql'"' 1 "0' lo•"+ .,...,,.t. T:'l I'VIi(l"' ..... that éome ..,.. "'"VJ:'••~.,..-.,--J•·~~·,,,..J.,, v... ~\f3• :.J..O~r• l4 J.!~.~ ~J.." ~:.. .. :..Jo .Z... '-'.&.. 'V 

at least of our numerou3 p:"oole:rr.s anèl grieva.:.lcea might reach t..1e 

Legislative Co,mc11, CaJJ1sroc·~1s youths submit-ted memorend~ through- me~ 1ike 
Dr. N~1di Aziki'"'e fe~ EJ~b!dssion to the C-ove:r·nor-in-Cou.'lcil. How then 

' . ' ·, .. 

could this Eystem of a&::ninlst3ring the Terri tory be e:aid to be to our beat 
,. . 

interest when we are not d 1.rectly represented in the Country' a Legislature • 

In what" way ie :Sri tain pi·omoti:1g our progressive develop.rnent towarda 

self:-gover!l!llent or indepeoce:nce, l-rhen ~Te are d.enied one of the basic · 

P~inciples of democracy-representation. 

The g_-roavi ty of the ai tua ti on can be_ more vi vidly appreciated, when 1 

it ia · realised that the French have provided ilieir section of the Camèro~na 
rep:reoentation in the Highest French Aseembly, equivalent to the British 

ParUament, 

/In the event 

-. 

, .. ~ 

.• 

~' F 
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In the event of a. eepa.rate reg:lon for the Cameroons-, th f 11 e o · oWing, 
s~~ll be obvious:- ·; 

1. There ehall be gl'eater attention on the Ïjerri tory, from fue . 
A1minieter1ng Authori ty, and conseguontly development shall be . 

. concentrated. 

2. Through growing by 1 teelf, the Carr.eroons shall re tain '1 ts · · 

id en ti ty as a Trtlst Terri to1•y, an International Conceru; · and shall 

finally work towo.rd s tmifica tien wi th i ta brothel'S und or the :French _ 

the dream of avery living Cemorooniun. 

3. ~ finally, thore shl'.ll be. per:manently guaranteed for: the . . ' 

torritor~, direct repreflento.t:l.on ta the Legislative Councilin Lagos, 

a ince a a a Re3ion, i t aht>.ll be enti tled ta send a number of ., 

repreaentetivea ta the Leg1nlutive Council of Nlceria. 

It 1s the unan!moue and ardent desire of the Cameroor..s pe5)-pléa that 

the selection of membe;oa for 'the Legisle.ti vo Council as well for the · · 

Regional Rouoes, bo by direct election, ao acainat the preserit.undemocratic 

ayatem of nomir.n.t1on by Govornmont, or b.:r GoveJ."'!lD'lent controlled Counoils. 

The most democratie rnd prcgreeaive inr1t1 tu ti ons in the country today, 

are tha tribal Unions, Longu~s, and Cnn.!Dtttr.:es, because the Executives 

ond leaders of the sa bodies, ere choGen b:r. democratie elections which· ara 

won throueh outF.Itenàing personal muri t. The Crur.eroèns National Federation 

ie an amalcamc..ticn of ell thoeo ainglo uni to into a workable National 

Force, on the linas of tho National Council of Iageria and the Cameroona.-. 
T~a Cameroone National Fetiaration thc-roforo submi ts that the 

Adm.iniatering Aut.hori ty be aokeù ta giva the utmo.Jt support and recognition 

ta theoe lllOBt der.ocrat:!.c 1nst1 tutiona in tho country, and thereby 

ondeavour to ebido by th-3 etit::"Jlationo of Article VI of the Truateeship -· 

Agreement. 

E. C0.!-~0!HC/.TIC:Œ 

''Shocking negloct of tho CE~..n;eroons" on tho pnrt of the Administoring 

Authority, 1s a charge w~ch haB nev~r boen ouccosofully refuted by.her, 

and one which candid Br1t1àh Officialo no lese thun the Secreta.rjr of State 

h1mself have fully ocknowladged guil t. , 

Communications in this Terri tory have boen bnùly neglected • ·. Until. · 

1947, there \tas in the Cruneroone no lir.k by motorablo rocd connecting the 

four Divisions that conatit.uto tho Sout.horn CD.llleroons. In fact,_during 

the laat: var, vehiclae bad to go via French terri tor;, in arder to reach 
· b f re Bemendo. from Victod'l. and Kumba, and 1 t 1 a po soi bly thil'! hlllnilation e 0 

. 

the French ar.d the reoJ.iaation of whnt tho fcto of tho British might hava 

been wi th regardo to colll!llunicetlon wi thin the <.;runeroons if France had been 

a nuetraJ. or enetly tarritory, th.at ho.otoned the completion of thé· 
· JKumba~Mamfe 
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KumbawMamfe road which thus linked Victorià to 13~ènda, _in 1947. . 
. In fact up till 1947' the only a~re means of .ro.ad C~llliilunica.Ùon.,t;· . 

link the cruneroons ·was a fOot path. through dense troJ;,ical ~oreste· OV~:t' creaking. 

h8IlJI!lock bridges suspended across angry torrènts. · Now, we have the south. · "· 

. to north
1

: "one 'way trafflc'' Victoria u; Bamend_a ro~d, '.merely' unkins np . , 

-th~ four Divisionai headq:ue:rters, while the ~sa of tribe.s still·Ue left 

or. right of this road shut out of civilisi•tion. · . . 

A majorfty of the tri~es in the Cameroons are not iri .touch vri t~ ariy 
motorable road· and' so, most of the ·tri be~ have no link ;.,ith the \-lest. For 

example, in Victoria Divi~ion, the Bamboko tri be is completely shut in. 

In Kumba Division, out of the ten principal tribès, Bafaw, Bakossi, . 
' . 

Bakundu, ]along, Barombi; Balondo, Balue; Mbonge, Ngolo-Batanga, Bairna 

·and Isùngele ,. only three of the::n ·are partly 'touched by. sea~;:ional roads, 
"' ~ . . . . . . 

while the other seven are completely s;hut in. The situation is no botter· 

in Mamfe or Bomenda sections. 
. ... , ,. . . . . 'L.. • 

Where however there 1s feeble attempt to conatruct branch · roads, for '. 
. ' 

instance the 30 mile Mbo.nge to Kumba·, or the 33 mile Kumba. to Tombel road. 
. ~· . 

to. act as feeders to the main south to north road, they are only' seas6nal, 

and no bridges. are bu:U t over ri vers intèrcepting thém. Pontoon Bridges 
. . 

made of plü"nke nailed across a number of canees form the ferries.· Ther-ê 

is a pontoon bridge at the Meme River 20 miles west o:t' Ktl!llba, and another; · 

at tJ:la Mungo Tiiver some 15 miles ·east of Kumba; and every rainy season 

witncsses a ghastly accident on one of these rafts:, 1-1hen a vehicle plunges 

. Ù1to the raging flood a, wi th several lives and much J;,:roperty lost ~ · ... ·· · ·' · · 

Accidents are so COIDmon on these' frail cra.fts. that it is ·no longer news . ' 

t~ hear of_ "an accident at ~he Mungo Ferry". . .. 

Ravine laid a main South to north road. conne.cting Victoria with· · 
Bàmenda, the next thing is feeder roads to opèn up the .shût in tribes • 

. A good. strip of road ~rom Ndian a river port 85 miles South East of 

Calabar in the Buima are in Kumba Division, to Banyemen, midway between 
,' ' . . ·-

Kumba and Mamfe will consti tute an excellent. feeder from the West as it 

· would conne ct Calabar wi th the very hea.rt of the Cameroons, and enhance 

t:rade in ~e area immensely. . .The completion of a. road into north Bakossi · 

in Kumba Divicion, a_long with the p:ridging o:r the Mungo rive;r req_uire the·· 

most urgent attention. · ·: 

In Mamfe and B~enda, feeder r9~d~ are nrge~tly required· to open up 

the coun.try •. A good strip into Bane'·"~- and another into the depth of 
1'0veraide" across the. Cross Biver in Mamf'e ~ll~l serve ;.the ·nt;H~ds of: the . 

struggling ''Over~ides" immensely. Branches left to. right of the Mam:fe tb 

~~enda ~oad shall open up the. tri bea lyins_ .disconne9ted in the se .·parts.: · 
. .. . . /The establishment 
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. The establishment of a telegraph line to corin.ect all the :princi1Jai 
, to'ims in tho. Terri tory can hardly be over em:phasised. At :present thore :ts 

no dire(~t telegro.phic .link betv:een :Buea and Mamfe or M.amfe and 'Kl).mba 

exce::?t through lagos by wirelesa. · 

. vr e are fully aware of the tremend.ous coat the installation of most 

. of thcse rec,!J.rlremen'l:;a shall· enta:a, but we con tend that any natié'n which · 

u.'l'ldel1 tai:ea to develop others must be consoious. of i ts responsibilitieo, s()Ill.e 

of -rrhioh -usually may border u:pon sa.crificos, and if the AdmiP..iste:cing __ 

Authority has been sleeping over ito rea:ponsibilities all these years; tb.en it 

must be :pre:pru:ed. to clea.r u:p heavy errea.rs of developn.ent, now thà.t the tim.e 

of stock-taking he.o come. 

If thor~ ia 8.3.\Ything more necessary to fos'i:ier developnent in .the 

Camol~oon~ 1- it is communications. No Nation over dcvelo:ped. uithout 

comro:unica ti ons to. connect i ta villages a.."ld. :peoplos. The Cameroons will 

·remain bacl~ard, economic~lly, eduoationally and politically for anothér 

50 yœrs if COillillnnications rew1iii Utld.eveJ.oped. · 

We want more roads, vo wa..."'l.t . perznanent· bridges, wo vrant raiiwe;rs, ! 

we want telephonie CO!IIOl'l..mica t:tono between our towns, in short vTe "'rant to ·, 

enjoy wi th the rest of mankind, a11 the blessings of science, lea:rmng and . ' 
invention. yle want to live, not merely exist. 

F •. ·IA!1D ---· 
11Ho œ.tive land or natural resources11

1 declares Article VIII of the 

Trusteeship Acreemont, "may be transi'erred, exco:pt between natives'!;, or ~th 

their previoua consent. 

:Sut one· neeèl.s on.ly come round to the Cameroons to aee the complete 

violation of thio inl:portant Article of tho Trusteeship Aereement. For lands 

have not oniy been transferred. to non~natives1 but have been soizea. ànd. · ', 

la viahly exploi ted. by non-na ti vès. AU over the terri tory, lands ha:ve. 

be en taken by ono Agent or the ether, until therg is novr a generai outcri 

againat land aeizuree in several :parts of the Terri tory. We live in a.read 
. ' ' ,. ~ . 

of' a repetition of the Fast African problcm in the Cameroono. 

In victoria Di vision, the Bakweri Land case is already an old s~:cy 

in the Trusteeship Council. Then comas that of the Bwenga people­

questionably. acquired. by the United. · Africa Company (U .A .C • ) 1 and ex:plo~ ted. 

for its e~clusive :Profits. Next come the Victoria J.arl..d a great eec~ion 

of which is being claimed. by the B8.sel Mission 1;hich in turn gives it out. to 

natives and coJ.;t.ects exhorbitant renta-. ,Qf late, the l3asel Mission is 

understood to nave àold a considerable section of the land at Victoria, 

and acores of native inhabi tante who )iad been made: tô pay renta f.or 'building 

on the lancl for sevèral years now, e.re threatenea with masà ·ejection. · It is 

/authen'bically 

) 

1 
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authentically v..nierstood that the Basal Mission, à S'Wiss Niss:ton, has aold 

t.'IJ.is.land to the Union Tl"'ading ComJ?8.DY, â Swiss/ firro.. 

The peo:p.le of :Sonjon.go a.."ld. Basse have also protested. through thE) " 

FE-ùeration againat the gi vlng out &"ld collection of renta from the natives 
. \ - . . 

fo:.~ land, in the hands of RoDJan Catholic Mission opera.ting in those :pDZts 

of Victoria Division. 

And last.ï.y, the :Sakweri, people. althougb not opposed to the 

esta1>lisllment of the Ca.neroons Developnent Corporation which is developing 

the la.nd.s for the general benefit of the p~o;ples of t..1.e Cameroons, 

nevertheless desire .the return of enougb land :t;o the natives -for 

ir..d.i vidual 'develo:pment 1 along w1 th other rights d.e:rna.nl.Èrl on their behalf 

-- by the :Salreeri land Claim. Col!ltli t·tee6 

lUth respect to the lands now under Eld.ers_and. ~fea at Likoinba., the· 

:people are cel"tainly not satisfied tha.t the firm_-shouJ.d. ex,:ploit these · 
' . -· . - . ). 

lands for. i ts exclusive pr<?~i iïs, and request tha t the Adm:tn'f.steri:ng . 

Authority should buy off thesa lands and lland. "lïhem ovel::' to the Cameroons 

Develo:pment Corporation to develo:p along v!i~h the rest, 'for the general 

benefi t of -the people of the. Cam.eroons. 

- In Kumba Di vision, there are_ a number_ of cases of quèstionable 

acquisition of native 1a..nd.s by nonal~tives. Prominent among tJ1ese are tlle 

Bakossi land Case, the :sai Ie;r.;-;t m1d.er Unlted. Afr:i~/3.- Corn.:pany, t~e MJ.:!.a..."l 

Esh·~.e tmd.e:" li:1i tei Jl..fr:tca Cœn.pany 1 and. a nvillbe:r of Reserves created. against 
' - • ' ' . '- •• ,, # 

the e.x:p:ressed. w.ishes of the local inhabitants. · Owing to their ,significant 

and special nature, the representatives of the local natives were, as 

membeJ,·s of the Cameroons National Federation, advised to present distinct 

petitions to be preseated to the Viaiting Mission, a.J.ong '1-Tith this 

:memo:--andum. 

It iS also felt that the.lft..a.mfe people are still not aatisfied. With 

Govermnent. rego.rd.ing the lands cons ti tuting the :Sesongabang aerodrome, 

and .the Aà.m.inistering Authority is being eJ.."]?ected. to implem.ent the claims . 

for comJ?ensation etc.,. to the local native owners of the land now. acquired 

fo;r:-. public use. . · .. 

RESIRW.S 
- \ 

The. quc~·~ion of Reserves requires special attention, because, · 

sovoral re~rts have been receivei fram a number of tribes and. localitiea 
• • • ' - • < ' 

which all go tb sl1ow that there is defenite- taking up of lands for Reserves 

by Agents of the Ad.minist~ring Authori ty _1d. thout . the sanction' or consent 

of the indigenous owners of these ·l:ands. ~ ·-" · 

The Fed.-el"'ation is of the opinion that, if this-Reservation df land. . .. ' . 

and forests is at al1 in the interest of the-·pf.?Ople,_ Govern:ment itself 

jhas gi ven ri se 
. \ - . 

.1'," 
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·. h!ia· c1·,r~n x•is·a t6 the suspicion in the native mind, for at no .t:lme 11ave ,· 

the people cx:porienced. Govornmont ·to' be· so fanatical about ana:J.:'fà:i.r ·in' 
tltc intorest of tlle !)èople, in the face of suèh o:p:position from the~ J?oop~e. 
noed·a alld. cchools are 'gene:raliy realisecl as most esaential àgents for' ihe 
. ·-~'• - ' . .... 

developi;ù)nt ·and aclvancè:iilent of undeyelopeci :peoples, ru1d yet Gove~n:ment: !laS-

no-vel" beeù lmo'WD. to be 'oo rigorous in the es-Ga.blisbment of a. schoôl or·· . 
' . ' ·' 

the .constl·uct:ton of a road · anywhere, in the face of su.ch determined · ... 
. . . 

\ . àl)pooi tian from thè peoplao Tha.t Government should introduce Reserves àl.l. 

over tho c·roc.eroons deà:;?ite the keen resentme~t and Op-.flosition of the.lÔca~ 
Da ti 'VOC 1 to the OXt~nt Of COn"ViCtion Of a. number ;f pcrSOl1.S for obstr:u,ct':ing, 

or dtl:.t'yins such reserVa.tion1 therefore looks most tl!l.Ilatm .. al ana gives ·ris a 

to the cenCl."al dist:."'Uct of Goverl'llllent intention in the crcati.on ·ar R~serves. 
·· When it ~a further remem'bered that in ·the Camorooris the "vTh:t.temi.m" · 

bas bèen genoral.ly acceptru·a·o "o.· e;t"eat lo.nd grabber and a· com;umêr o'f · ·. : 

gt•eat tro.clœ of·le.nd. for a single farr.a.", i t vrill be fully ·a:ppreciatêa. why 

. t..~e·cameroons people, in i'e.c:t the African in general, are so· unwilllh€r 
to hand ovol' his la."ld for preservation to the l7hi toman., vlhether .he poSes 

for a :plante. tien 0'\mor, a Forestry Officer, or a. ClÙ'istian I:lis:3ionar~. · · ;, -

Ho't·T, arb't'.ea the Oa.moroonia.n can a fl.oclc of eheep bo band cd to à ·~rolf, 

fer ce.fe-!;:oe:p!ng, and. '\Thy should the wolf be so pornistont :tn being ·t.\Umred. 

to l;:eep the aheep, Vhon auch ea.fe-keeping is meroly for .:che sheo:p1 S ·Oi':n' 

bcn~f1t .. 

Tho . Climeroons national Fed.era. ti on is therefore of the opinion · 

that Fo::.·est Rcaervès should: only be cre~ted 't'Ti th the fully é1.'})reasBd 

1Tislws and consent of ·the people and theil"' complete conviction tho.t they · ··. 

are necessary~ Documents bea.ring the sig1iatureo or fingor prints of ·pu:in.>et 
and. ignorant chiefs shall not be counteranced, as no one persan chief or·na 

chief can oxercise rlg1lt over wha t belonaa to the commu.."li ty. Iànd. ia :th~ 
inalienable COIDl!lunal :possession of the inà.igenous natives, no .more !'or J. 

the rulor tha.n :'or thè CCI!ltlonor • \ . . . 

. UNJFICATIOïT. 

If evor there ia an inJustice more tha.n any oth6t' dona the Cameroônà 

peo:pl.e by the E'üro:pea.n ruler, i t ia tho Di 'Vision of the Cameroons between · 

-the Eritain and. France, '\rithout as muchas consultation id th ·the' :people 

'Who have th1.1.s be·en Wiveràely affected by this di'Visi6n. ·In the sharing of · 

the Cam.orocns bet\reon Bri tain and France 1 not t.."le sliglrtest regard ·~as . ·. 
:pa.id to the affect i t vTOûl.d. have on the natiVe ~opttJ..a·~ions 1 fOl'. tribeS and 
even fam!~ies were split in the proceas, and the· disruption croated in the 

li vea. of the ;people,· _ca.n ·be· moro .1Inag1ned. than desorihéd, "rh en the. 

bcundalir restrictions came into ~orée. 

/It became n~cesaa:cy_' 
,-J ' ' 

:. 
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_ It- became. necessacy for .a_ bo~ary dvrellE:}:r to t~k. scores of· miles 

to the _l"éSl)ecti ve Jieadquarters _of thr;r reigning power.; in ~l'der to · ob tain 

a :passport to legally allow him to visit.a relative or a. friend onJ.ya few -· 

ytn:•d.s :f'rom his home, across the border.: . 

In certain places and dis/tricts, there has peen utter contusion . 
' 

as to which aide the native belonss, 'With the result that it is nqt 

ir..frequo~t for man in certain bordor tribes e.g. the :Sakossi- tribe_, to be 

œde to :pa.y taxes_ to the .British as vell as to the French oollectors. Thi-s 

sub:mission was presented by a representative of the :Ba.kossi tribe at the 
< 1 f 

Conference of the Ca:meroons H'ational Federation,· as his tribe. the Bakossi, · 

ly:i.ng on the bol:'der, suff,ered the most lamentable bisection when the . . . 

:partition-vras croated but it_affects the Bamum. and Cha116 tribes •. , In t.~ese­

tribes, wome21 carrying baskets of food to. friends or relatives o:nJ.y a feJT.i 

yards from thoir homes aero sa' the border. could be a.rre&ted .by ei ther the 

British or the French Customo offices, for not car:o:yi.:.--l.g :passpcrts, Which are 
obtainable at the Administrative ~®d<J,uarters of the.:ii'Ul:i.ng pmv-ers, ma-ny 

Lliles from theil" homes. Ar...d, oo more than any on13- e1ae, .tho border d-rreller. · 

sui'fers most touchingly, as a result of this :part:t tion:tne; sir.ce his- very '. > 
freedom of movem.ent to vlsit fr:l~nds or relùtives isrectricted. , c 

Thesc boundary restrictions .. also havè a retarcl.ing effect ·on tb.9 

economie advancement. of the Cameroons :paople1 particularly the Br-Itish 

ee.-~t:i.)n. 1vh~.ch ~ts s!l'l.aller. Since the :petty _trader fares béat wh en he. enjoys· 

free la ti tude of movement over a reasonablY. 'td.de. area, the Cameroons t.rader 

loses this advantage, as his movement -among people of his mm racial. · 
. . 
stock is restricted by the bOu."1dary reguJ.a-cions of tho tvro foreig.'l powers.' 

The freedom s_f movement therefore that is- auch a .necessary 1;1,nd contr:tbutory 

factor to the :progress of the trader, i_s severely hampel"ed for t.'Ie 

Cameroons enterpriser~ 

. The Cameroons having cried in 'ct:lin· against this gross ~njn.stice 

aga:tnst their race 'Ly rTestern Pmvers., the inq.:l vidual has adopted tiro·· 

meth~is o? resisting and surViv4~g this foreign and unpopular imposition. 

Tl~e first is 'ITha.t can bè regarded as u:::.ss immigration of Cameroonians from 

the French section to Join their brothers under the British. Thousands have 

crossed and settled in most of the to-vm.s as well as villages in the British· 

section, and their .brothers 'lrelcome them, and allocate to theni, ·land on , 

'Hhich to settle and to farm. Many of the-immigrants are·absorbed into the 
' 1 

lùa.ntations in the Terri tory~ .. · · : 

The secqnd method. adopted _by the :people to· ensure·_their survival 

is through smuggling whioh is a_ form 6:f resistance .agaiilst the tinpopular 

restrictions to trade and free movement 'tvithin their own.country é.nd ·­

fa:mong their m·m 
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eJ!lOllg ~dr own p~opla •. '11Jle Camcroone :people, coll:"~:~noe_d. of the injust:f,oe 

. to th~i1•. ~ca a~ ootm·tr_Y by the ]_)artitio~ of -t:hei~ once uni~~ )?~o:Ple; 
and conoc:tous tll~t .. the .fro~tier roSU).atione .~re ~e !llel4'1S ot :pel':pectuating 

this 1m~ti Üonincr, ·they have been forcüd out of sheer ch·c-~·e not to 

. 'l·egr.œd. . ST;.l("l).illB as an evil, but as a meens of resis~.~ an un:poFul~ . ' 
... ' 1 - ' 

foreign ~:J_:l tio':l• . , 

Th~ ~ti tiO!l of the Cà:leroono and the. introduoti.on of all :the . : • 

00\tncla::.j roetïrÙtions and. frontier regulations be~reen Bl'i t:i~h and. French 

CaJiloroons, no m~ter their importance ~ the ruJ..inc :powers or their 
. . ~ . 

Govel'D!'lonts, l,l.re. to tho Coneroona people a moralinjuntice. '!t creàtes the·. 

· Co.mel•oon~ into a rao~ \Tho Ge na.tionn.lo, e.ftcr boing opli t from .·thei~ frienda .. 

· ar.d rol!!.tivea, aro taucht different :Coreic;n lant,1lll(!:es, and cÙ.fferent 

for~iGn customs, 'Hhich c~stranse tbcm cne 1'l.'CI!l tho ether. 
.: ~ l • ' • 

Tho Cr.me~·oona nationn.l Fed.ora!;ion on bchalf of tho Camor~~ns people 1~ 
aJlpealins to Uol·ld Opinion t.irouc)l tho U:ùtod Nations O~ganisation.~ to ri~t 
tbio :injaatice ac;r.:.inot ita poo1>loa. llo woo. .. e nevor ùofëatcü in o.. tro.r as to 

pcruit o)lroolveo to be treated. ac a defeated ra.co. It io Gormaey that · 

· waè d.o.rOO.too., c.!ld. not "tho cw.wroonD. If tho Uni tod nations can Justify. 

thiD ~·titien then thoy rugn.rd th'!t the Ce.."D.eroons l!O.O Gu:rmo.ny'a property, 
' ' . 

vhich it 'mo 'not, becauoe Camoroon1Ms aro human boincs, crcatcd. to l:!.ve às 
' ' . ' . 

auch, in o.ccol·d:lnce -w"ith A..~1clo 73 (a) r.r.d 76 (c) of tho Uni·ced. nations 

Chal'l.Ol .... 

conr:.r:c.rcion OF rlii.TIT.c: T.AHS -----... -- ' . , ' . 

Alllone t11o 1rwt1 tutiono in tho countrJ roqu!rinc the moot c'l.rS.st~·c. _. .. 
rcfol1n ie tho mchincry or loca.i Govornruc:1t • t.~o Native Authority: 

s:rstcm. For I.la1lJ yooro, the Nat1 ve Author1 ty oyctcn br.ocd on· traditior..al. . ... -. . . 

la\r h:la b·ocn tlie iru:Jtruruent of local Go\·ru.·ment in tho Cw.Ù3l~oo_ùe, but a.ll 

along tho Ho.tiVi> I.a'\oro which are bcing twod in r.mning tho mchinery of 

local Govel'l'l!.'lcnt, and in ù.1opcllD1Il6 Juotico in the Iio.tivo c'ourts~· 'ha.ve nev'ar 
bcen codif;cd. . . . ,· . . . . 

Tho rccult ia tho.t thore ia muoh fa.loifico.tion of Na.tive Iaws, · 

the.t 1."1d1V1~Ulllo, oapec1o.lly the 1nfluontio.l, coulrl intor:prote· Native !Awsl 

to suit .thoir whima. It followa thnt wùcca an attŒpt vus ~de right n~. 
to codify I:S.ti ve Ia"a thore ia bound to b~ a COr1plcte dioacreœnent very. 

1 ·' ' ' ' 
· soon, ovcr tho corrN:t inturpreta. ti on of LlOSt of thcso Jl:ms, and. local. 

Govel"'tlent diopensat1on of Nati vo Justice which aro b."l.OCd on th:~ might' .. 

drift to a cmotic ota.to. Alrrody contr.:Jdictiono nro cprineins up amon8 ... 
' · ed ·or · 

. tho oldcre ovor tl1e interpretation. of ll!,w, whiîc tho youth, doJ,Jriv, ··· 

tho f\:..nd.e.lnontAJ. knovl<Xl(;;o of theoo tend to flout or <1;1sroenl·~ ·~~~ ill .. :·· 
proforenco to foreign lo.ws. 

. . 



,\ 

The danger therefore arises tha.t- 'tfrlless thore- is a regnle.r ana. 
codifierl system of the Na ti v~ I.al-rs, 1 t would soon. be impossib~e~ not 0nl_y 
to cpérate the machinery of local Go"lernm.ent; but also tà _check 'upon thé 

;.A~Luste~":1.zlg Authori t.y, as to her viola ti on or not of certain ~ti cl es 

/ 

of i.;he Tt·aet.eeship Agreement, based on respect for Native I.aws and. custOm.s '< 
' , \ 

:i~ 'tb.e eve:1.t of a disirJ.te· "Wi th the indigenous people, over the implementation ' 
• .l ~ > 

cf the Trusteeship Agreement. 

I,<\.130\B SITUNeiOU. ----- --
±n Vi erw of' t~e fe ct tha t a considerable pere en tage of tho Cameroons 

poj_JuJ.ation fa.lJ.s u;.ylor t11e la.bourins class, as a restü.t of the enormous 

p2.r.nta.iio:r.t:3 in the ter!':l tory, the candi tion of the Cemeroons vrorker .is .a 

situat:lon vllose s:t(Stlificance cannat be overlookeÇL. In setting _do'W!l, 

th~"l·efore, EJ.rJY schc-me intended for the progt"ess and gensral benefit of the 

people of ~;ho Cœ.neroons, the labourer 1s fate ca:nn0t be ignored. In . 
' , '. 

Victo:t.~.:!.a I.)i v.!. sion, tho workers comprise half the population, and in KUmba.~ 

they comprise a reo,sor.able pe:rcentage of the population • 

. 0!-rlnG to this pl~o:portion, therQfore, of the vrorking cle,ss, · in . 

relation to the total :population, it has been ex:porienced and generaily 
\ 

acce:pted. that any general 1mprovement in the living cond.itioh of the 

· wol•ld:ng class, :particularly the plantation labourer, affects almost 

im:m.ediately, the general standard of' living among quite a cènsidera:ble 

section of' the count~J. 

This vra.s the e:x::perience when the Germa.ns ran the Cam.eroons . 

plantations, for almoot in every household. in a great part of the 

/ 

ter:_itory, one ali-;ays noticed some~ng that was a constant reminder of the 

presence of a link be~·Teen the labourer in the pJ.a.Ïltation1 and hiS relati VOS 

·at home. For wooden bcrwls that had been the g-:naral domestic con.+:ainers, 

pails and enamel-·warea vrere being used. Even _in· the remotest vil:!.~ges, 

men in clean cotton shirts and tro~sers, and women ii!- their gaud_i:y c~loùred 

freoks, strea.med in ani out of' the v-lllage churches 1 on Sundays ani on 

festive days. 

We thorofore sublnit that in she.ring th~ profits accruizlg from the . 

.P~tations for the general ben0:f'it of the peoples of the Cameroons primar~ · 

oonaide::L.'a ti on should. be g1 ven to impl .. ovoment of the present sta:t:"VinS vre.ge 

:paid to the :plantation employees • 

. THE C.AM:mOO!TS DEV'"'~OPHE:NT CORPORATION. 

Folloving the passing of a Bill in the Nigerian Legislative Council 

1n lagos in 1946, thore was instituted
1 

a Corporation called, the cà.meroons 

Develo~ent Corporation, whose runctions are to develop the ex-Gel~n 

PJ..6.ntationa, bought ovor by the Nigerian Government, am leased to this . 
/Cor:poration, 
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Corporation, to deveîo:P for the :genOX'al ben~fit of the peo'Pl.e oi the-, 
. ' . ' ' '. •;- - . 

· .Caméroono. 
. ' . 'î - '· . .. . 

· · •' ~}he people· of the Cameroona fully accel)t the Ce.m.e:J:•oons :Develo~ent 
Col~l)?*·a!jicn in ~rinci:ple, and. congratùla.te the. A~l1istering Authority.on 

· ti;((j_)ro@·c:.oei vo o.nd la'udable jesture t01m.rds Cameroona .advance~ent, - . -

, ahe h. .... s pui;, fOl"WC.rd for the Crune::-oons,. throuc;h the ragerian Goverînnent.-

' The people however feel that the Cor:poration :Î.s yet to .:PrQve itself - . 

as uorl:.ing for the general d.evolopnent of the people of the Croneroons~ · . 

b:; p:rè.ctical proofs -vrhich a:p~eal more to the .local nat:i ye~. tha.Ü _theori t~cal. 
· :plrine and J?l .. o:posals • \ . , 

.; It iS felt that 1~ à. Cor:g6ration that ia .fol' the benefi-G of ~e :/·. 
:people of the Ca.moroons, .thore muot be representnti vos of th~· :people,:. -· 

choeci by nome poptû.o.r election, ori:thê Corporation' a Eoard Ôf Manage:in.ent. 

~U?-·thèir, i~ the dlsbu.rsemènt of the annùal profits, . there ought to. be soma 

· coz:.stt:'.tation·,,ith tho. people~ \ri th a. viev to· getting their suggestions and. 

aoc e::.'taining tllcir greatef;rb necda •. 
The. Cameroons National Federation !'ails· to unà.erstand. vhy 1 renté. -· . 

on tho l.arido a:.-e ?a.id to the l'ligorian Govorrllll.ent, whcn the lards h~ve, been 

declc.réd native lands, ruid. ·are being developed. for the Il.atives~ . While · 

Govcrm:n.e:1t refuses the Comeroona Regional ctatus on the grounri ,:of inabi.l.it~ o: 

ti1e }?Q.rt of tho Canu:;l·oons to. be· financi~.lly · self -sup:porting, vthY:_ _should. . 
:.-- .. --

thousanda of pound.s be sent out of the Terri tory, under the etrange name 

of "Taxeo". · \·le d€l!:l.ÈI.nd that all revenue acc:nuing from the Cameroons · 

Develop:n.ent COl~:porl:':tion in thè -w-ay of the annual :profits etc. be compl.etely 

··uacd. for tho develo:pment of the Cemeroons •. vle believe firmly now .tha~ 
tho· question of finance is not resronoible for our being refused Regional._ 

· ·etn:tua; because, if 1t is tru.e'thé.t the· Cameroons has no money, why ~uJ.d . 
revenue be lca.vihg the Come:roons into Nigeria in terms of hundredS of :_ :. 

thousands of :pounds~ 

In 1947, the cârieroo:tia Develorment Co:rporation, alone paid . 

r-367 ,000 to the Nigeria..TJ. Central Revenue as Oom:pany' s Ta.:x: anc'l:- . . , . . ' · 
~ . t209,000 in 1948. ·1-11111e !~ente f'or.t...lte land. for 1947 am 1948 runounted. 

· to. t.60,6jO. It can be seen, ·therefore, -that within only 2 y~rs thé 

Canteroons Develov.nent Cor:poration elene has p3.id into the Uiger;J..an_ · ·. 

Revenue vell over half a :Million PoUl1ds· (r6361690). 

E. M,. L 11 F.NDE[,..TZY 

. _ ;Presid.ent. 

·".;. 

. ·.: 

N. ,M~ MBILE · 

Secretary •.. 

" .. <·' 

' . ·\·,' 
/CAMfiROONS NATIO~ . . , 

·:· 

, . ~ 

1 . 
1 ' 
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RFBOI:tJTJ:Ol:lS TAKEii AT THÉ nmAUGl:JrtAL .COJ'ID'1!41ENCE
1
: 

KurJ.ba, British Cameroons, ·Hay 14th & 15th, 1949 ... ·: 

.A r1otJ.on tabled at t.."le Ca.mer~ons National Federation Conference on 
.. < 

lvl'ay 15th 191•91 by D. o. !-ichor Esq. Secl·etary of the Ejagham Im:prèvement 

.. / 

Union., J:-1a.mf'o., seconded. by Chief E. s. J1"banja 1 President of the Ealong ,. 

Tribal Union, and ~nim.ously carried. by the Federation-in-Conference, read:' 

"Hho:;.,;eas1 after nearly thirty-five ye~s of British stay 1ri this territo~,' 
it is tho considered opinion of the Cameroons National Federation that · .. 

Gove~clm1el~t bes done very llttle to fulfill he~ pledGe 'tc ·the United Natio~ •·· 

to affo~4d :E:Le>.wnt.'U"Y1 . Bccondary ana' Highet. èd~ca.tic>n to tho i~b:tt,ants .. 'of . 

this te:::ritol~y. 

Bo :tt Rcsolved, 
' ·• 

"Thiit t.'lle Uni tod 1iations .through the Trosteeahip Council is requested · to · 

bring ·:riressnre to beD,I' .u:pon the Admiitlstering Authority, to :provide amply 

for the territory; Primal7~ Secondary ana Higher ·Ed.uca.tionai Institutions. 
·' ~ ' . ' 

That Technicel as vrell as Commercial schools be established., ap.ël. at lea.s,t 

fifty schola:r:shi:ps for iligher Education be prov"idcd each year, no lesa than 

ten of these being Oversea scholarships. The grea ter attent'lon be :paid to . 
. . 

:_ -·· 

-~ l. 

ferr.al.o er!uJa,tion by. the. establ1.shment of at least four Secondary achools~ . 
and that·. both :&lglislt a~. French be ·taui;ht in, all schools in the British·.· , ... · ... 

. . ,\.: 
anc1. Jh•ench Cro.!leroons; 

. ::." 

"Thàt· in the choice of achqlarships, Government should respect the choie~.· 

and Ol)inion of the, people,; . · 
'>' 

"That free arA coni:ptllsory primary eduèatièn for beth males am fema~o~ qe 

enforced, ïmd. that projects~for mass ·education for adultà be introduced; .. 

"That in the award of scholarshi:ps by the ~~igerian Governnient, a··apècial. 

mm1~er be allo~ated for _th~ Ca!lloroons, sine~ th~ present m.ethod of . ...,. 

SCl'alnblill@' for scholarsi1ips with more. educ~t-iooa.lly a.d.vanc~d .. Nigeria 

is l'egarcled most unfa_ir t~, t~e Cameroèna 1 .. whe~e ed.:cicàtiona.l. facili ties ' 

are alJnost non-existent; A.Ti!D, 
' . 

.. _ ''That tho minimum qualification enti tlins. candidates for Oversea 
' ' ' ' 

Scholarshi:ps for Camel·o~uia.ns be not .-~t;rictly the. aam.e· aS· for Nigeriàna> .. 
.. . .. . ·. . . . ' . . . .. . . .. ' . . .. 1 • ' Il 

in viaw of the marked dis:pari,ty in educational facilities between both. · 
' ' . ' ' ": '. . . . . . ' . ~ . . . . 

·• 'l : , : · /FJJOUO};fJ.C · ', , .. 

·-. 

... • 
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EDONOliTC DEiiFLOFM:ŒJ5JT 

A motion rele-~:.t to the qu.e_stion of' Economie D~velo:pm.ent tabl'ed · 

à.t th~ Conference on Hay l5th, by C~ief' A. E .. AnJciJ., President of the .· 

. Iaar.gele Farr:une Ar.aoc:tati.on, second.ed. by .F'" To T•1.11fbe Ezqo delegate of 

· t.he Eja.g.be.m Impro-vament UrJ.on, !J ... 9lllfe 1 read:-

. :'Who:reas, Bri tain as Administel'ing Authori ty ha.s so far done :practi~a.l.l..Y .. 

nothing to fost~ and enhance economie adw.ncement of ·the Cameroons for 

vell o7er thirty years, 

· Be it Resolved., 

"That the British Go7ernment ia asked to introduce :progressive deveJ.o:pment 

achem.es e1Jib:recing Agriculture, Engineer:lng, Industrialisation et~ .. , in ·the 

Camcroona for the r~tive population; 

"Tha~ Gover!lme:rb be ready and uilling to gra.nt loans to entorprising 

m. ti vea who desire to em.bark upon some progttesai ve entel"'Prise,; but who may · 

lack the initial capital; AND, 

"That Free Trade, that is, frecdam tho trade directly vrith a.ll member Nations 

of the UoN.o,, be guaranteed the C~eroona people, and tha.t mem.ber Nations 

of the U.N.O, be raqueated to talœ ad-œ .. ntago of t.'IJ.e l.JX'Ovisions ·of the 

Trusteeship Agreement, a:."ld establish tradine posta in the Cameroons". 

HEALTH 

Relev'Ullt to the vexing g:uestion of health, a motion tab.led by . 

z. N: Efambe Esq., delegate of the Ngolo-Batanga. ImJ?l,"OVeme:J.t Union, · · ., 

seconded. by E. F. Ebai Esqo, Se;}l~ètary of t~e J3along Tribal Union, and . 

unanimoualy carried. by the Conference-in-SeRsion, read.~-

''Whereas, in the opinion of this Conference of the Cemeroons Ira.tional· . ' 

Federation representing the entire IDasses and peoples of the Ca.ineroons, 

the hea.lth situation in the Gameroona conatitute one of our most acute 

and gravest P.RO.BLll4S, viith particular reference to the prevalence of __ .• 

diseasos :particularly leprosy, high deàth rate and infant mortali~y; ·· 

Be it Resolved, 

"That the Ad.miniatering Authority t.b.r.ough its local .Agents, the Nis~,e:n 

Govel'Illllent be request'ea. to establish a weil equipped dia:p:enoary for every . 
• ~ • ' k •' ' .... -

dozen villages, a f'uJ.ly equipped. hospital f'or everJ district, and that . 

a large number. of Sani tary Inspectera be trained and posted. in every, 

district, to be at regular vigilance over. the sanitation of the peoPle; 

· "That .touri:ns Medica.;L Offic~r~ b_e posted. .into the rural. areas of· the · · 

Cameroona, to give medical att~ntion to the. suffering tribesmen .who ~e .. 

campletely out off fro~ any medical facilities now existing aroùnà th~ 
Ad.ministrative ce!ltres; .AND, 

/'''J!!iat, the \ 
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' ' . . ' 

"The.t,_ the Aàministering Authority institute a schema to coÎn.bat _the -~le.nnrnS 
high ·d~ath "fa;té;'- ~-èt,_cimèss:v-an.a: g:f1âêtü~J... ext~na.t_:l.op._~·tha.~ ~re. no~~ facing .the 1 
Cemeroons peoples~~ wi:th:•':Pai;t~cul:&r::réfe!'ence. to 'the_:_i~p;osy -dis~~~e ~~w - · : \. 
J • • • 

ravaging the territory, esp~cially M'llrlfe.-

ADMTIUS'l%\TÎON'- - ':·-' · .. :. / ' ,:. ' 
~--:---""""*--~~ _. ··)' ' . '· . - -, '·,' '.:- ·,_ :-· ':_-_~:._,·-:.; '· ~ 

·. A- motion ta. bled by. N • :N• --Mbi_le Esq. t. {:}e~eral. $eçretary, C.D. C. Workora t 
~ ' ' - ' '·. • • c •• ' '; • • :: • • ~ ' • • 

Union, seconded by P. A. laaso Esq., Vice Cha.·il"1ll.a..l of the ;Ba.l:weri Iand èj.a:i:m <-
" :. -· • - - • . ' t . : • .• _;.- .' ·_;'~~- .• ·-· : - : -.-· ..:._ - '\ ' 

Committee.; and unan:i.Iq.OUFlly car~ied_ .by "lfhe qonference-in-Session, rea.d:-

"Wherea.s, aft~r ove; thirty-f:tv0' yéâ;s or bitter experience, th~- ~ystém of 
( ( ~ ' 

admmistering .the Camerooùs ~s part of the Eastern Provinèès· ;:r---Nigër:ta, iâ _. 

new regarded as rios t' ·~à.atiet~ct<li-y/~d detriri:Léntal- to the .. Ca:ni~oo!l;'3.J)Since~ !s. -:. 
ehuts the canieroons out ~f 'noti~-e,- depri-ves -h~1~ of dire.ct repr,es_Qntp.:t;on ~o~ ·:. · · 

. . "' - . ' . ' ; 

. the Legislative Council, createà ].osa ,Of her __ identity as ~ ~l-l.St ;r'e;rritqry., 

deroga_tès hèr int<? a.n :tnfel'ior position, ,bl!'.-h~ b;il.)g ~dminif?_t;r~d: a~·;:~ . . / ' .. 
· ~ppendage to the Regie~ in Nfgeria, ,and:.hsfty\~~-~ 'to c~t."h~r··~k~J.'î/fr~- .··· 

1 -~ ' 

the United Nations, through the Goverrior of N:i(.Seria; '> . _ _ . ~.·',. .-· · · 
. ' -: • \ 1 '·· 

"That 'the C:ani.êrodns/ .be ·provideÇ- with,_a Regionr-l Houst?,:~Jçércising no.~ _pply 
,.. '.o., .. 

legislàtive·, butExecutive po\-Ters; ...• 
' ' ' ' .. · . ,,, :. -: 

, · "Tha.t thé selection of mem.bers for the Regional Rouse as wall aâ for the 
• ' • • ' ' • ' ' : •• ' : '. • ' ; ' • ' ' - • ~ ,. ·_. •• -' - ' • ~ - ' ' f ' 

Legislativ:e·Counc_il, be·py through'èurect ana. pùpulat élect·ion.·by 'tbe'". 
. ' . . \..-. . . ',. . ' \ -, . 

masses, AND,.- . ' . . · '··. ., ,.-
'1, ·-

... _~:~at tho Native Ay.th<?riti system a.s· 'the. ~rgàn fôr io-ca:l-G6~ornbent ii:r' 

:.·'. regarded ~a;tïi~ft:~:ctory, .and 'should be ovèth~~led 'or' dis'6~ntiniled',. thàt the : 

. Appointme~t a~d D~pos ition bf c~i~~s or. natural · r~lèfs · should- be th a·· ·:· · · 
inalienable right of, the people, as Governme~t ~ppoÛ~téd.; chie.fs ·a:'r~- stooges,' 

. , ;ho ar'ë not respÔnsfble"t'c) the people,· adnee they:deriV,e: th~ir '-.OWer,.and 

a~tho;ttY from ao,fernmënt. - ~, .- ·· . · -.. - ·: ., 

~. . 'c®ruNÎCATION_': :·. ::: . ..-.·. -:~.. ·:-:. - -. . 
1 

:_; • ... ._, ; :· · 

~ . .At thé- Corifere~cie of- the Cameroons National li'e~eration on_May, l~th, . 

·.E; M. Es01llp~ E_~_q-.·,; Sccrèté.rY~of the._Ê,a~~u. Im;ro~e~~nt.union~ ·ta 'bied •'the·,.O 

~. ~. ~ i'ollowinEr!llot ion· wh;l~h ~~ J>~·;:~ · se~orided b~ k.; ii~·' Mul~g()·~ · ·redèi vèd· ~ tbe 
. . --~ "''··J·.· ... .t .... :··:~ _.-~ .~·_ ·.:: ... · .. ... · ... :. "~·-.. ~.. ·.,·, .. ,.: .:, .... ''\:;•:·-·,~_,. '1 .... • •• 

• Ul:ltl.n:l.x::Qua s.upport of the Conference. · · ' · · · · · ... ··. 

.. ' 

·- ;·,· .. : ... ·.-.. _·, It -~~~d{'~- .::::: :''~ :::_·. '·.· ~- ... , ,,. _:(,r.. ·:< ':T ;>),,','>:;-;, .. ;: .. : _, ·: , .. , __ ,' , 

... : .. 
11Where~s, trïë' iniiisl)enaabilit'i· 6-f:·J:t:~·:t~ient: oânniünication· aa :a -:p:rerçql;lisi te 

. ... ., t~~-wa;·d~. d~~~i~~~~~<·-r~: ~erle:i:'allY ':Së~~pted: M' a• ~ë;r:e.· evident 'l!r:!lt~, -AND,\ : 
.·• "'• ':"': • " ~ ," ,.•:: ;: ' •'•; '::":~ ':;' ') . : •, ... ' ..• . * ·'- q,. .. , • f • ~ ' ... ' 1 ' . . ' . ! ' 

-· ..... ·.·"•:, ... :, . . ,., ,; .. ,::·_ ~ •• :,.-., ... ")~-;,.· .. .-.-.--:, ·n,· ., ...... ,, .... ·"W)lere.as .. there 
:·- ... :·-:..:~;: ,!, .. ,, ',l·~· • ..- .. · '< ·~~ ... ,.,.,., ;: ~,~·,...~ .... ).•:;y..,~, .. · •. ,.\ ·t ,' :~. :·' 1?,)-.:. . · ... ,_,• \ 

/ ,· 
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''Whereas,, th~re :ta a.JJ:nost comJ?lete o.bsence of e:ny. auch efficient and. 

effective means of co:mm.unication in the British Cameroons, 

De it nesolvcd:-

! ... "That Gov~rnment is requested to tmd.ertake :inmed.iately, the construct:toli 

. of roads all over tho terri tory, to open u:p all tr:tbes at present shut 

i!l the midst of hnge foreste; 

"That all strenms and. rivera be :provided; with ;permanent b:;;,•idges~ à.nd. 

the use of tmso.fe :pontoon bridges be aboliohed; 

• 
11T~1at Post Offices b3 erected. at a.ll the itlportant tovms in the , 

1
,. 

terri tory, and. tele:ghone lines be inatalled at all va.ntage pointEJ;' 

"That in the construction of roa.ds and ether mc.aris of enhancing 

commu."1ication, preference be give.n to hi thm·to .Ul'ldeveloJ>ed areas. 

LAND -
A motion on the land. question. was . ·ll$blod, by Acha.ng De Bong Ecq., 

Secretary of the All Bakossi llnpro'\"emc.:nt Lea.gue, secondcd by G.~ I. Ubongo, 

representative <:f the Ba.faw ImJ?I'OVement Union, and. 1ll1.animously passed· .· 

by the Federation-in-Sesoion, read:-

"Whercaa, mu.ch native land in the cameroons hae becn alicnatOO. aL,'ainet · 

~e 'Wiohes of the lJeo:ple by different foreign and alien agcnoies; 

''Vlbercas, i t :te certainly not the 'Hi oh nor tho consent of the indigenoua 

mmors of these lands that those J.ands be so alionatcd, as c~ be eoen 

by the general ag:J. tatien against land eeizures in the Cnm.eroons, .· 

conspicuous among wh;1.ch :ta tho Bak1-:-eri Land CJ.aim case for wh:ic~ a delegate 

was commissioned to ,the Trusteeshi:p Council of the U .N .o., but only fai~ed. 

l."eaching I.a.ke Success as a rosult of lack of funds; .AN.D, '/ 

''Whereas, ~i.e Reservation of land by Gove!111J1cnt fo:):' the people is regarded 

by most A:rricano as a aubtle scheme to aradua:lly alienate theoe lands, 

Be it Resolved., 

_"That all l.à.nd.s. aeized from the people by the .Gorma.ns and an:r other foreign 

· combines, ,be returned. to' the ind.igenoua native mmors of t.l).cse lands; 

ttÏJllat all acrued. interosts on native lands held. by foreign combines in 

the Cameroona, be for the general benefit of the lleople of the C~cJ;"oons; 
' 

''~a.t a regular percentage of the profita of the CQllloroons Devolopllent . 

CQrpora ti on be devoted to the grantin8 ol; -y00J.·ly scholarships to Cameroonians 

· 'to àtud.y abroad., Wi th a. v.i,ew to tbese men eventua.J.J.y com:i.ng baok to run the 

Cœn.eroons DeveloJ.l!ll.ent Corporation for the people of the C8.llleJ;'Oons. 

/"That a1l, iands 
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"Tl'..at. all la.nd.B no't<T being e).."Ploitcd. by·th.~::Vni.ted Mriéa èom:pany etc, 

for 1. ts e:x:clusi ve r•rof:î. ts, :Pe bçmf)l.Jv .bY tlw Adlllim:;Jtœ::i~ Authori ty and 

developed by the Came:roons Dev~l~:pm~~t. Cm.~pol.·a ti on i'o:r .the general ben~fi t 
' . . 

o! tho people of the C~e:rooils_; :-1UlD, . ./ 

"That aD. land Res,e:rves be abol:i.shed, · unlee:o 1 t is the exp:ressed 'Wish of the . · 

,people tha.t they be created or retained. _ · 

UN:ŒICA:J:ION OF BRITISH AND l:tREHCIT CM-:IJ!:ROO:N"3 ---'---- - -..-J • • _, ' ' -. 

A motion tablcd. by B, .B. !lana Esq., ·socretary of the Baminyang 

D.nprovement-Union (Fi~ench Came~_ans, F..çaident i,n British Tcr~itœ-y) ,· 
' ', ' \ ~ . . 

aecon(!.~ by B. H. Lobe, Esq.jli, represozrtatiYe 'of the Bafaw Impr~vemont 
: ·. 'Union, and 'manimously car:ried b$ tha Fodel·ation-in-Session, read.: ~ .· 

' . ' ,' .' ~ ' 

''Wlleroas, it is alt acceptcd. fact by evei"(. Co.meroonian that the par~ion 

of the Cameroons bet~Teen Britt:lin and Fr~e ia so far the gt>eatest 

<. injustice evor sufferod. by .. th~ Qmo.roox~a; ~s- o.. :t'ace fl·om the hc.ndo of _ 

foreign l."\ù.ers, since it. h~s. not. on.ly' s1,;ut th~ CameroOllS into. tHo un:i.ts. · 

each being tatl3ht a -different -l~nb~lage and imb:Ù.Jing ~ dÙferent ov:lturé,. 

but has even mol·e split tl"ibes, split :f'anlilios, AI'[), 
. . ' 

11vn1ereas, this ))arti ti on vrith i ta accompanying boundary restr:tctions l1as _ . . •' . .. ' . '. 

not only spl:!.t the Cameroons, but has. d.e:privecl natic:wals,of the Ça.meroons 
' • • - ' • ', + / • ' -_ i 

of th0 froedom of mov0Illent. 'td thin the tel•ri torial lini ta of their ?"m 

count::.·y - in cont::-adiction to Art:1.cle 76(e) of thoU .N.O. Charte~"· . 

:Be it Resolved, 

. "Thc.t the Uni teè. Nations through the Trusteeshi:p Cou...'"J.Cii is appcalccl to 
• ' i • • ,· ' " • ••• 

by the peoples of :t..lJ.e Camoroons, to b:::·ing pl"essure to boal:' upon, tl+e · .. · 

Administering Authoritiea - Br1tai~ a..~ Fronce, vlith a ·vio't<T t6 ~g:ing them 
• • • ' • + - ~- ' ·, •• 

to acceed to th0 Cameroons peopl.c!3_, 'the :follpvTing de.ru.9.nds:·;oo . 

(i) Unification of the Camer~ons, ·in J?rinci;ple, with the détails· 

te be 'tmrked out later on. 

J . 

,...---

(ii) Removal of all ~ges ?f frontier restricti~ns and regulations 

-which in acy way :may tend t.o deprive nationale of t.1.e Ca::n.eroons 

of . the ino..'tlmum freodom of m~vement,. ar.d complot~ a.;oli tièn .of the . 
. • •. . . • • '.· .• • ' .' . . ·• 1: ,'. . .' 1, '. • • • ' • • ~~- ~ 

l'ass:port or any ether :passes, for nationals of tho Cameroons withir: . 
• • • 1 • • 

the terri to:::•ial limi ts of the Camoroons, no ma tt er the iîüing pOlie~-~ · 
(iii) The :tcin.~a.iaté enforoemerit, of tho 'teaching of ·the French a.'1d· . 

EngJ.isli lo.~~ges in all· schocüs of, the',_éameroons,, Br.itish or ,, 

French. 
' 

(iv) The gcanting· of a.ll. Cameroonians'undpr; the,F;-ench-the.FiG''l.ts 

gus.rantecd tho British Cam.eroonians, in .Article .X:IV ,of 1:lle ·. · 

/~;t'Ua të;;;sh:i.p 
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, . . 

Trusteeship Agreement,. "to the! i,:nhabi tants o:f' the' te~i'itbcy . 
- . , 

freea.~ o:f' SPEECH, o:f' tho Bmss; of ASS:EMBIX, and. of J?:ID:riT:ION"; 
MID, . . .. _ 

(v) The gra.utine . o:f' na ti ons of ·the Cé'.'Jh~roons full rig.i.ts ~- ,:f.~ 
· r:1 g::tts f~n.d. full. su:p;port to. orb-an:!. se and crea te corarJlC'n .. 

0 • • ·\ ' ' ""•, 

Ol'"ganif3ations tO'\mrds the :Poli ti cal, Economie 
1 

Social,: Fd~èation 

ana. other gro'\'rths of the .cameroons, whether British ·9r F~o~ch. 
• • 0 

' ' :---- '. / 

CODTh"'ICATIOli 01!' NA'l1IVB IJ..:WS ___ . _____ __;_ 

·. · Tai.>lcd. b:r P. A .. 'Eoo.so Eeq , Vico Chairman of the BabTeri Iand. CJ.aim 

Coiiliilittee, second ad. by D. 1·1. Hukete Esq., President of .the J3akundu .. c __ : 

!m:provemont Union, and. unaniJ:nously ou:p:;,)ort(;d by the Fedoration.;in.:.se-~sion; :·, . 
read: .. 

'<' 

'"·Jherœs, it has been ree.llsed that -thcJ:·•e :!.s an imJ.)onding danger of .... 
, ' '. \. . 

dicru:ption of the DJachinery of local Govcr:r.:ment as a rosult of the: Gt"owinB • 
· mis-intorpreta ti on, mis -repx·eocnta ti on c.nd falsification of Native Lawa 

and ciustoms upon 'rhich local. Govornmon·b io based; ABD, 
\ 

"Uhoreas, it is necesoary that thore should bo a@'~oment as to. thé erlsting 
native Iawa tmù. cuotoms, on which there corLld. be a check uron A~nistoring 

Atithor:tties, in the event of a dispute with the native J?eopies oveF a .. charga 

of violation of Articles of. t..llo Trusteeship Agreement 'based upon roopect. 

for Native Ja'Ws and. customs. 
'\ 

Be i t re sol v cd, 

11That tho Adminietering.Autl1o:dty enforce the codification of !Jative ·Ie.ws 

and. Custom.s in the Camerooncf, .through a CoiJI!littee composed of elected · 

·representatives of all ethnie groù:ps to drnf't tho laviS 1 and. this sc'b~e 

should be fir.anceù. by the Adlninistœ:ing Authori tics •. 

/ 

LAPOUR SriUATIOii 

Moved by M.s. 'Navreya Esq. G-eneral Secretru.·y· of the Ngolo-:Bb.~.ga · 

·Im:provement Union, soconded. by s. Obia of the :Bakv.:n.a.u !I.t:provcment Uhio:ri, · 

. and unanilllou.siy p.-\ssed. by the Fedoration-iu-SQssion, a motion on. tlle labour . . . - . . 
situation read, · 

• • • • • < 1 

.'"Wheroas the Cameroona worlced. :particu.J.ar:Izy- tho plantation labourer is . 

labouring \lnder deplora 'ble conditions and bAr'dohi~s; . AND, . . 

''Whoreaa, it is the expel"ience that im:prove~t in the worl::orfs 11v.t.ilg 

standard. genoral.ly. affects that of :the .~ tr.ibe~on. nho are the ,;orkers' 
• ~ 1. - • ' 

dependants am rela. ti ves' 
. / 

'r,. 



'. .• -.. '. ~'. ~. ' . .i. -<\ 

.,<'-" 

. Be it Resolved. · .. · .. • 
' 

-"That the standard of living of the wol'ki~lg cJASS as a whole ~ the ... 

:plantation labourer' :ln :particular be considol·ablY im:Pl"OVed. by the· :pa.y.mel'Îts;, ·· · 

·- "' 

of reasonable vrages a.nd. salaries of n~t lesa tha:n 4/- da:Ü;y for WOl'kers . · · 

und. er the former.., and not lesa than rB a month ror 't-Torkers tt.'llder the latter 

catecory 1 al.l 't'li th :reasomble and regul.ar ;yearlY incrementa. 
' ' . \' 1 . '" ' .'\ 

· "That in arder ta vrard off t..'l-).e grabbing traders who pr,e;y on tUe· earniug of 
the plantation i'I'Ol'kor by· sky-:rccke"!iin~' the :priee of their ïre.ges whenevér·· 

. there is an 1ncrease in the vrages of the 1vorlcers, a system of food ràtimling 

.arid the introdttcÙ.on of controllcd oto:res tc sell at oost to the t;r.pical: '_ ' 
1 / ' ·, ' . .;' .. ': 

plantation ïvorker~ are advoca:ted4 · .• 

''That a :permanent Committee composed of the lTorlcerJ 1
. chosen :t-e:presentaÙve~: .. 

. . . 

and those of the employers idth the active co-oporatio~ 0~ tho Gover:nment ,· . 

be sot u:p, · tô .rovietf from ~ime to tinle,. the ·cost of 'living, and to recommend .·· 

increase in wages accordingly. 

'AIID, 

. "That this Committee also shalllook after t..'l:le genoralliving stand.ard,of the',: 

workors a.nd. rocoJ:lllriend. changes from tillle to time 1 wi th_ regard to Housi~g, · ··. 
1 ~ ' ; 

Wolff'.:re and Social Services, Med.icàl attention, Fooi.'., ~Tater, ·Recreation etè.· ·: ... ~· 
' ' ·-- ,,, '• 

etc. 

., . 

· ..... 

'·· 

. . 
jÇAMEROONS DEVELOPl~ . 
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QfllQROONS DEV:ELOP~.fi}NT COTIPORATION WORKEafH TTh'"ION 
' . ---

The Chair.man 0 .D .c ~ · 
'Oameroona Develoimcnt Corporation., 
D 0 TA. 

and. 

The Gen~?.:ral Ma:nacer, 
Eld.e1:·s & Fy:.ï.":f' es, 
J .. I.KCMBA. 

Sir, rrc:1EA.SE :rn K~GES AND SA1AP.IF.S 
------------~~·-------~----

No. CDGVTU/WJJ~i/7. 
Gene~al Secretariat, 
C .. :PaCoWorkerst Un:i.on, 
BUE A.. :' 
Jun.e 8th. 1949e 

Ue·h~we been directed. by the C.D~O.,Uo.rkers' Union to bringto 

your notice the ve..ti:t:g qu.estion of t.'le soa::•:lng coat of living at the_ 

oomcnt eepecir.lly :!.n the plantation ares.s in relation to the present 

rate of "W?,gea in force, and consequentl.y to place you a demnd. for an· 

increaae of wages to a levol at leaat above &tal"'vation point. 

For illust-ration, INJ.y we men·bion the cost of a fcw of the 

india:pens:l.ble itŒS of fooè. ·(;hat form the basic d.1et for the average 

Oameroona houa ehold. 

A d.f3.y1 a mee.l on cocoya:II~s, plantains or ge,rri. .- . 

Oocoyruns for launch and d..i.r.ne:o · 
l-l/2 handa of :plantains .for launch and d:i.rner 
6 cups of ga..'t'ri i'or launcl1 and din:ner 

Sonp to go alonG wi th the ab ove. 

l/3 bottle of :paJJD. ail 
Pepper and salt 
1/2 lb. meat 
3 bo~~ fioh 

at l2d) 
1/-at l2àJ 

aJG 12d) 

at 4d) 
at 3d ) 16d. 
at 9d ~ or 
at 6d 13d 

This shovrs a total of 2/- to 2/!~d on a daily meal calctùated on / 

the bare e~sentiala for the chea:pest moal for a single man. Very 

necessary items llke tomatoea and o!l..ions are omi tted.,· not because they are 

considered lvxt:-ries, but because a me.n on a scanty 'tm.13e as our men now have, 

ia often t€Jlllpted to mit them to the consequent detriment of his. health. 

This bringa up tho :point clea:• that if tho average labourer wi thout a wife 

or fa.mily were to apend all hia ~a::'.\)."inga en jt:.et keoping himself from the 

verge of starvation, he couldn't even find it ade~uate under present 

Cil•cumstances to provide him 1-d th a :reQllar daily meal to koep him 

wholesome. 

/It would,be_ 
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. r It 'HOuld be SU.:PC:IJ:'fl~O\lS to ~t~cm.p:t; to i?llustrate. ,thofoçd 1n~d.get' 
of a ~·rie~ labourer witll: .a chi_ld or cl}ildren,. ·-w"ithout e~~11 v;enturing tc 
incltl.d.e necess:i. ti es of l.ife like cl.othing, medical ca:re, recreation, · 

dOl!l.estic. neccss,tties (soap_for wa.shing~ .kerosene for li.ghts, etc,· etc, . 
. ' 

sèllool fees, renta, etc, etc~ . 
. ~ ' . ' ' ' . / -

The case. of a mo:u.thly :paid employee is equally grave, in that he 

ventureo to a:i~ at a living above the ordir..ary labourer. For his foOd he · 

. would look on articles like :r.ice, 
1 
beano, pa.J.lm.rme, · tamàtoes, énioru3, and. 

is almost invariably .a man w~th a fa.milyo On a modest estimate, his food. . · 

. budget wculd 'vTork above 4/6. luld 1-Then it is imag:i.ned. that he is more 

enlightenea. a."1d woû:!.d riot filld it :Possible to live the hand. to mouth 

existence of the labou.'t"'er, it is not difficult to see how very inad~q'Uate . 

tlie :Present vage for laboUl"1 and the miniraum salari for the monthly paid. . · 
. - ·, -

al·e, at presen·~:t. 

The Comel•ocns DevelcJlDlent Corporat:!.on as "W'e see it, has a two-fold . . 

duty to-vrards this tFJl'I'i tory. to perform. - as a.n ~mployer, av..d as a· guard.ian .. 

of the welfare of the people of the Carueroons. Since the majority of the men 

now uno.er i ts em:ploy.m.ent are natives of t..l).o Ce.mero6ns, we cru:mot enVisage 

a mo::·e fitting fulfl.llrtent of the seccnd'.duty of the c .. n.c., than by the 

improvement of the :present loiT ste,ndard of li vt...ng èf ~e Came:roons workers 

through increase iii thout undue coersion of· theil• present basic wage and. 

m.onthly salary. The C.D.C. Workers' Urùon; which belioves in the :foresight . 

and. i:nagnaniir.i·ty of the Co:t.•poration, invites the Management to use its 

unique DOSition a.mong the other emp.loyerà of pJ.antation labour in this 

terri tory by setting for them the standard to emtüate, "for the co!llill.On 

benefi t of the p~ople of the Cameroons 11
• 

:&'rom the fol·ego:!.rig .a:nalysis of the living coat of the typical 

:Plan~tion vïorker, we submi t the following modest dexrand. on behalf. of 
• < ' 

the C.D.C.Workors~ Union. 

Daily Paid I.abo11r. M'lnim~ Wage 2/6 to 3/6, dail;r. 

!4onthl,y Pa:td. · Ninimtun. Salary r..7.,10s (i.,e~> 5/- daily) 

P.lthough these suggestions are :far. from an.swering. the average, 

· .neceosi:.ies of life1 they havG beon carefull.y considered in the lig.l:it .of 

J?revailing circu.mstances as the most :n;.oëtcst minima for maintaining a.· 

reasona.ble standard of living. 

In assessing the plausibility of our suggestions, we would 

request the Management to visualise vrhat p~oportion or 'ratio the 
. ' 

· highest of them· i;e. the monthly paid, bears tc the lowest initial 

salary of the European Field Assistant. 

r..7. lOs. :. f:.50., works out to 3:20. 
1 
One is 3/20th of the other. · 

'j.fhen 1 t is 



T/FFJr•lt/16. 
T/PETo':J/7 · 
Page 30 

1·1hen it ia conslà.erod. t:bat the Afrlcan ·workor conat.itutes the 

"life ';iro" cf the Cor:porat~.on in that it is ho ~'l'llo ë.oes the·a.i±'i'iëult 

àrul t!irty pieces1 a compensation equal to 3/20th of the super·nsors' 

ca11not bo g.cudged. h:!.m. 

\·Te J)l'esont these d.eme.nds in good faith, and. on ou: esta~lished. · 
t ;, • 

comidonco ill the good. will of tho ll.anagement1 and. hope that ~"ley will. be 

e:tven all t!le consit'I.e:ration they d.oàe:t~ve for fue r.lUtual be:nefit of 

employer a11[ e~ployed. 

(Signcd.) E. M. L. Endoley. 
{General l'resident) 

.f . 

· 1·1e beg to re:main, 

· :b'ai thfully Y ours 1 

\ 

(signod) N. N .. 1-fuilee ' 
. (General Secretery) 

· C .c. The Conmdsoioner, Crune:.•oons Region, for information. 

. . 

The labour Of;Cict:U' 1 Ca:m.eroons P.egivn; for in±'c;."'!R ti on. 

· .... 

. . 
' . 

'" ( 

·· .. 
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~.1.. No. qpmrofl.WiN.~l/23~ ' General Sec:r:etàriat~ ·· 
·' O.D.CoWorlœrs*. Union, · 

1, · Stranger Settlem.ent, 

~· 
23rd August1 1949 • 

. . . 
The Chair'll:lan, 
Cameroons Development Corporation, 
Office of Chairman, 

.nota - Victoria • 

. , Sir, 

INCRFASE INJ:LAGES MiJLSALAR!:p.;sJi (SUPPLEMBNT): 

FOOD SUBSIDY AND COHTROL STORES 
---~---. ...-.::== 

Furthor to the submissions· presented in 6Ùr latter No. CDCJWC/~JAN.l/7 · 
of the 8th June, 191.1-9, on incrèa.àe in '\otages and s.alaries for eo~poration 
employees, wo have been.directed. to èubm.it :for your further consider~tion 
the following sùpploment:al.--y auggest:tons foi· the benefi t' of our mem.bers. 

:2. Since the first lotter -~. li;r~ttGn OUr Union has given much tim.e 

to· the study ·of the question 'of stabiliza.tion. of wages and the mainte:nance .. . \ . -
of an a:ppreciably good standa+"d of living ·among ·~he l?lante:!'ion workers. 

By "Plantation workers" here we- mean the typicallabourer in the Estates 

whose life ia centred in the remote camp away from the normal flow of 

life and trade. With the limited evidence at· our disposal we have · · 
. . 

endeavoured to compare and contrast the present :v;orkers' life w1 th that of 

hia brother 10 yœrs ago, under German M'inagèment, and. have arrived at 

, certain conclusions which we intond to p;t'esent in thiS supplement. 

3. vie are convinced that an increase in wages baaed B<?lely on rise 

in 'coat of living cannot remain stablè as, it wotilii b.e subject to the 

influence from year to yea.l· of the cotÙJ.try• a 'tradè econOJrJy and the priees 

of local foodstuffs. Arr:r general wage schema therefore, which does not 

take into consideration the con,erot and distribution of consumer 'gooda· 
. . ' 

and foodstuffs to workers, becomea shaky abd unacèeptable. · 

4. It is thereforè our co:n;f'im€:d. beliet' that a· :proper consideration 

of our sub:n:d.ssions on increaso ·in wages and· salaries could only be 

m~el'taléen to the subs·cancial benefit of our members if the subject of 
' . ~ . 

the supply of' foodstliffa and the control and distribution of consumer 

goods were studied simultaneously by the ~gement. 

5. At the present momen~ the majority ?f Corporation employees, 

partic~ly the average labourer, is at the mercy of the petty ~der, 
. for his aup:ply of food. as wall as his im.ported goods,, e·.g. Soap, Cloth,· 

Kerosene etc.; these. traders are relentleas in roclcetting priees of their 

/Wa.rea as saon 

,• 

( 
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wares as soon as there :ta'~ "general increaae, in the' :wase~. of workers. 

The conoequenc.~ ia that tJie J.a·bcuror onjoya a very short ;r~Jlef··w:Îth. < 
his :tn~reaaed :pay,. due to this vic :tous Ci!"cle c:t>eated by .th-~ :P~ttY:·ti~dèr. 
6~ ... The :tnadequacy of the ;pre'sent 't·:-agos and salaries in :the Corporation 

in :particular 1 :ta due on a largo ex.tent to the tu:rcestrictea._ control of . ~ . . . ' . . .. ' . 

the above factors by the Nanagenent in the inter est of their elnployees. 

.. our firat memorandum mer ely a ttom:pted to :portray the pic ture of' the' -worke:r 

o.t hia present 't·mgC3 rate w:tthout :prejudice'. · Tlw.t thel~e 1~ ~-:REAi iieed:·: 
' ~ . . - ~ 

for a riae in wages cannet ba tjlinoaia.. vie cannet therefore .b·~-q~oted : 

aa lc~ins our men to "agita te for mo!'ley". We feel that the ~bourer .·: ;· 

is en ti tled to a hi Ghor standard o~ living throug.l! a l'eaao~ble ·wage ~ · ., . ~ 

and he must also be :protected. from a mere hand. to mouth existence, by 

warding off thoso agencies which consta.ntly prey u:pon hia sweated earnillét! 

and leave him a besnar 1 th us rende:':'ing bis .sacrifices :tri the PlAntations 
' . 

ér 'no value. to himaelf ~or his immediate d€JpendarLts. 
; 1 

7. . Wo aro c.on~ncod that the most ef'fecti vo solution to th'e. question ·of. 

stabilisinc :wcges in the Ce.moroons Develop!llont ·col~po:::ation iâ-.·the. ~ ·· < · 
' . . ' .. 

intl·oduction of those och~ "hich worked Vith such-·ap!JB.l'ent·auccess .· 

under German Mana.Gomcnt, e.g. Syctœ..atic Food Rntioning, aild èontroUèd. 
.' . 

Consume1· Geode Storos in the•Esta.toa. 

Food Subni~: 
. ' ' a. Wo s~oDBly ad.vocatC3 a system. of food ro.tioning for ·our ·men 

.. , 
'.• 

' .. 
bocauoo1 vo knov. the difficultics vhich conf'ront t.he average worker in:. 
the plo.ntation over tho ques-tion of obto.:!.ning his focd ~ ·It will 'be· 

obs.or~od. that most .of' tho looo.l II:Ll.l"l\ota are hold in the -morninga ~llien c: 

employees aXe .at work on thoir Jobs; by the t1rao they are :free t~ gàt io 
tho mrl:oto nnd. m;ko their 0'-"11 :purchaoes of osoont.ial food.stuff~; .the 

ma:-ket~ f:U~o over and. fue labour~rs aro compollcd by ohe er nec es si ty. to"- ~ · 

buy at hiGh~ .prie os i'rœ:1. tho roto.Uor who· mad. a his p1.1rchaseà earlier·· ··_ ·. 

in tho day. Secondly 
1 

moot i'ooa.stuffo o.re conroycd to -the canip's.from . · 

th a \'i.llagea a."'ld. tov~ at Botlo oxponso and. labour by the sellera~ · .··:. :··' 

Co~equcntly, the~ ~·o .~ola. to tho worker at pricos far above the ciin:ent 

rates o.t th~ plAces of o~igin. · ·. 

9, , All theao factors combine to rr.a.Jce nricoe of foodstÙffs in the: · . . .. 

campa much too bigh a.nd therofore ronder .li vine in thea a· areas mo~e -· .. 

diff1cult tho.n in tho to-.me e.rul v1ll3eeo. But thoy ero 'factJrs ·u~cb 
Could \lell bo atn-moun"t~ by tho lloilllJflmont, .now aa bofOl'e, f<>'r the . , 

wolfaro of tbousand.o of .thol1· em.:ployeoo, if thoy 'Hish. ·Tho ad~tagés ,·. · 
ot a. syotœi of food. ro.tioning ohouJ.d be ·oq obv:tou.o. that they_ ehotùd. ... ~eea._ ·. 

,. ' ~· J ·- -- ... 

no urid:te c·b:oss from ns. Wo would J.iko to seo this introduceci as ·soon : 
~ ~ .. :· ~ : ··• ', \:· \ .. _,.•' . ·-; 

as ~ao1ble. · · , ·" 
c fe .n .• c. ·control 
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C~IhC~ d_ohtrol Stbres: 

10. The menace· of ·the petty .tradel' anould be· weil'· lmo~ to the 

Management as it is the root cause of all. agitations for wàge increases. 

That is ail the reason why We e:x:pect 'thé Corporàtion âf3 the sta1wa.rt . 

gu~rdian of the welfare of 1 ta ï-rorkers to wage a conclusive war aga:l.nat 

this me!'.aco and help to e:rad:tcate it for once in the esta tes.· We know . . . . . 

for certain that these suckers \r~e unkriown in the Ger:tn.9.n plantaticina 

llhén the sys-temof control stores ensted. '· 

11. Co-operative Consumer Stores \l'ill not ease the situation to any 

appreciable extent, at least not now. The stores must be s:ponsored" and . ' ' 

controried by the Corporation who are _pri viledged by a section 'or the : < 

c.n.c. Ordinarice to trade. It will èerta.inly coat the Management soma 

m.oney, but wha t :ta the use .of declal·ing yeai•ly :profi tri for the genel."al: 

\ deve1o:pment of the :peop1es of the Cameroona if that section of theaé 
. . 

sa.mo :people of the Cameroons who work out these 'profita· are denied the 

very essential benefits of life. Ex:porienoe llas sholm us that any 

_ prop:peri ty bestowed on the section of the CaJD.el•oons population engaged 

in :the plantations, wou1d ~e consequently refleèted.on the stD,nd.a.rd of 

lifo of their kindred in the noighbouring villages.· We therefore look 

upon this measure as the first practioa1 àtep in aiding_ the. deve1o:pm.ent 

of the peoplt;) through the Corporation. 

12. The alternative to these well meaning suggestions is to be· read.y 

to countenance. frequent agi tatiana for increase in wagos '\'Ti th t.lJ.eir 

attendant confusions and. 111-,dll • 

·";' 

. 13. The liorkers, as we lmow them, can only understand. tJ?.e tYJ?e of · 

economies that :ts propounded to them in a practical form, as starv:tng 

men. Ii' ·the Maw.gemont therefore feels that it does not he1p_ the -vrorkérs 

to have their '-ragea frequently increased becattse; the money ineVitably 

goes into the petty traders t pockets, thon let i t do aomething to see -

/ that the little they are given does not leave ,their pockets. It is in 

this believo that the Corporation is in a position to pay wages and aiso 

to make these of practica1 va1uè to the workors tho.t 'ie make these. 

/ submissions. 

14 • The arguments usually brought up against the tintroduction of these · 

schemes is t.ha. t they will be abused · by WOl'kers. Where in the world 

have there been priv:Uedgea and no abuse of them? Abttse of :PriViledge 

·ia the heritage of :man from thè days of ada.LJ.! The Managem:ent should 

therefore not be diacouraged from introduc:tng generally 'beneficial s~hemes 

for fear of their abuses, as. long as suoh ab~l8es do not f~ent discontent 

or lower the efficicncy of the ~rorkers. .For what difference would :i.t 

/malr.e to a 

.\ 

/ 
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·.· .... · .. ·i;,~\~'~,~~~r";~ ... . .. 
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mak~ to a laboUl·er la CP. pa city to _load Bananns, for instrmce, ir he ·choses 

at certain t:llnes to e:~cho.nge his ~atio:t:l_:,o;r, e<ly 
1 

Stockfish -for -àntelope ·. 

meat? The-essentia.l point io. th~t he has got what h~ desires,·~11d h~{;,ill 
b;. se ~iefied •. Bt)t 1 t will. be q tti to a d:tf'f aren t aff air to liià *"" k!llg . · 

. 1 capuci ty if he _yent: on an' empty. stomach because he. was. unable tô secure- ' 

any type of ~ea~ at aU. The issu.es under com.J:!.deration involve·_.broad · .· 

princlplea cover~ng thousands o:f' workers under the Ctuneroons. Development 
. ; 

Corporation, and under auch circtunflta!;lcea individuel human. fai~ures .are. 
ina ign:tf.icant.. . , · ·' 

15. · We therefore_ cam~nd theae two rrtemorenda to the most 'carefuland ':·-.-. · 

aerioua s~t~dy -~hoy descrvo_, a.nd look for~·ra.rd to an ea.rly im:Plementa:tion.'· . 

. of the suhmiesiona presented thorâin, for the cammon good. of. the~employe;r· 
and ~he employed. . . ~ \ ,.~ -, 

(Signod) 

·~ . ' 

.·· .. 

1 ·' : •• 

,',il' • 

' ' ·-

• 1 ., 

vfe beg to remo.in,. . , 
Fa.ithfully yours, · ' 

\ .. -;-. 

·u M L "!?I'TT\"Hrr"l"l'y· Nô II~ ,r.rsiLE .r.. • • .!~l";.l)-"'J...I.i!.. 
G 1 P · id t · "Mne"'al Secretary. ,3nera r.eP. on • \.fi;) "" 

'. :.-

'·. 

';,'. 

,. /P E 4J; I T r'~~N· 

. ' . 
,.<,' 
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TO 

- - - - oOo - - - - -

t{e the mo~1'cers of the ngolo-:Patûnga-:Bima.·B~lonétobo.d.iko :::.a'll:l. c·cr.n{t~~o 

which is SIJ:>O.lnted by the ~:;,·ibal U.nion of tliese a.raas in t.J::~:~tJ.or"tl:weriten1 

P?rtlcn of I:t:111ba Di 'Vision, ëlo l11X'llb1y present tho f)llowlng petition for 

sub!i'Jiasion· to the Trt.lSteesb.ip Coullcil of' the United :Nat;i.ons .t.bro'l!g!l 'tb 

V:isit'ing Mission to the Ca:r.eroons ~n Novp1l'bel' 19~·9· 

Our 'l~i'bal Union 'being a me:::ilber cf the Can:eroons 1-Jat:!cna..'!. Fed.era,tion, ~ 

this sub:mission is :prese:J.ted. as ..r.n ~.end.ix to the Federati?n' s 

memorandum pr,eserited on beliDlf' of the on.tire Ca!ll$roons' Terri tory, 

,representations fe.ll tmie!' threÇ) pr·inc:l.~l headi.-.gs:-. 

(l) Niian Estate Land --........ 

The 

,1 

/ 

(2) Forest ResGrves 
. v 

--- ~ 

· (3) Qen€!~-''2;1 De-v.ejo;pr:.ent 

NDrAN .EST.t\TE 
' . 

This esta-te, area over 7000 acres, situated abov.t ,eighty .miles from · 

Ku .. "lba in the nJJJ:'thwest.ern area 9:f' Kumba Divisi011, is .owned by the U~A.C. 

(United Africa Colon;y), ,an English ~irm .:wnich bought t~e land from thè 

"C"..;.stodian of E:n.emy property", in 1924. Its priee vras over :tJ.. per ~cre 

according to the Resi~nt Ca:meroons :Province, in a ).etter No. ll42]243 or ·• · 

Augt.lst 4th, 1948, to the North \'J'estern Area Cormcil, ,îid.ian, by ~he District: . 

Off:l.cer, Kumba. 

Native R~~E;!E-tinp.z._].Q.9._~~· 

Within this Area of' over 7000 Acres was an Area of' 300 Acres an which 

tho Ndian Village was si tue.ted, and. on vthich the villagers farmed. This 

had been dem..'lrlcated as a Native Reserve. This .Area wa.s not includ.ed in 

the area sold to the United Africa C~par~. 

While the U.A.C. was developing the .Area pu:tchased, the villagers 

lived and farmed in the 300 Acres left them. B-u.t shor·tly, the U.A.C. :f.'ound.· 

that they dicl not enjoy untrù.r'..elled cm1trol as the village Reserve· lay 

between the palm Estate ~ tho Ndian Biver by which the Compa~y shipped 

its produce and brought in supplies. 

/Thus came 

l 
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Tb.us c~.:uo a period of :?:t::'esnu .. ":o on t.he J)eD?le to eYacu.a~a tb3 '300 Acres 

of' t;leir Bt;ttlom8nt e.nd m:tgre:te to a:J.ot:to::.:.• S:fiOt on tho otl:er sid.e of the 

Nd.:tan (?l'U.lï;:.} lUvar. Series o:::' inC.ir!lidations uere exel:'t.ed. on the :people by 

t.r...e Afun.j.!l'istrative Off:tccrs 'K:C.en t.J.1a :pE' o:ple w0re d.iccoYe1•9d t.o 1>3 aà.ai1a.nt 

ir~ tb.oir :tta:i.\:sal 'tr. evucuate the ?.~serve and leuve tb3 grz:.~;es c.;,e .. thelr 

fa:thero a:d. t:he home of tb.eir };>ride. 

So:na enlighten'ld. Mrica.110 who stror.:gthenad their co7ooradss not tc . 

yeild tc t.h~ p!'eBS\tl'e were la'!;.elled. "stra;lt:;m;rs and 1.1:ldesi:;:a'!.ùe characters'' 

and eljecto:l from the village 1:y t:b...e Gover:r'..:nent. The se oo éaJ.lBd. 

t:nndesirabJ..e cb.al'o.ctcrs'' 'l{ïere Sierraleôr~ians and. Monr·ovina Tra-::le.rs vïho k...-wW 

the:'v the I.OOJi!.e ~eeorVed the right tc :r•efuse gi ViTl3 the ir J.an.d. tb the 

";,.•hiterean", ar~ who tau.G!'Lt tho mo1;e :primj:~iYo ::.ndigonies about tlleir 

e(;t'aria...""l rightso WhF:)n the "1J:·reo:ponn:t:b19t3 11 '\oïe:r·e f:!mlJ..y ejected. and only -'"' 

the helpless primitive men nho 'l{ïCl"e ei'Lh3X' igrlo::.'ant of their :::ights. o!' 

who were tao ;reale tc &.efend. thom, rotmi!Jed., the Governm.ent aud the U. A. C • 

nov iasued t~eir coup de grace a,j:ld forced it dmm the th.r:è2.tEo of the ~Tdiail 

village re to evacuate the si ta o:? the ir i''.tthers. Dlu'ing the se èailea: 

rlegetiation bet·t~een the Nativos en the or...e hruld and. the British Gavernment 

and the ll~glish firm on the ether, different methode of Co-ersion were 

reserted tc, te beat dolm the native resistance. One •..;as the effel' of 

_ ":plenty" of :money to the :poor natives. Thia pressure conti!lued.- for several. 

years - i'rcim about 1927-1935, ar..d finally the natives were overvÎhel'Ùled a..Tld 

e~ected in 1935. 
The e,racne.tion was enf.orced ond s~:pervised 'by a British Administrfl.tive 

Off'icer, DoOo Charles with seme eight fully armed. :police constables,, ~he 

militia of the Administrative Authority, and he did not leave Ndian ttntil 

the :p:r·esent NO..ian site '\'l'~s put up. 

A sum of money was pramised. the people as com~eneation for'the1! -· - ... 

houses, farms and crops including graves of coconut palma destroyed. during 

the evacuation. This am.cu11t l1Jfly have been announced, but w.as never handed 

to t:be llatives. Tll~ money was retai!led. by the Adlilinistrati ve Authority' 

end. disbursed i..~ the follmring ways:-

i. The su~ equ.al tc the amovn-t of te+ eX]ccted from the Ndian people 

waa yen:dy withère.w.u from the émou.nt 1nto the G·3nerai revenue · 

for taxes. 

11. Bits of this amount were p:i.ttod out to old. men, women, chiefs 

and. Native councilloz•s of Ndian. T:J.e n;Ltives had. always 

misto.ken these amou..'"lts for 8~fts f1•om ·the "rich and generous 

w hi tc:rœ.n" • 

/The Ndian 
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The Hà.ian po ople "!0r.e howe'~:-er shocked tc be to1d. E.::c'.l.t 1~;1~,), tbn.t. 
/ 

th6;1 Yïere m""ing the co·rermnent :b;'h l52~2fl..:_;: es ezc:etm :1:1~!-ldl•a::Hl i?n::: ~1e .. i 

~l~OO ·(four hu.nè.J~ed pou.J.èJ.;). Chief l'Tju.rna of Ild.ien was 01"d.er9d to, and. l;le. 

:;:.r.,ld. 11aok t:his 'eliloturt mÔat re~.\'l.èt~tly, to the District Of:'::. ce!"; Z:.!Ul.lba, · 

ltl:'o \l.:i' ,,IL, ~l<:,·Tingtonc 
. : ' . . . ' . 

The :result is iil"Jf:.d; the :people hardly knew. that ar.y cœr.perHY"'.t:!.cn. had. 

_been paid to them at aU, :tn the way _thin.gs had .'beell con-iüctea.. 
/ . . ' 

The:l:r• com:vlainta are s'l.ttrJnar.ici?d as follmm:-

(1) Tl1.1.t the so ctt,l.lo4, Com:pell#fation of f:)!·OO was for.ti:.eir cro:p~ ar1d. 

(2) 

1 • • 1 

r&ouses d.estroyed. .vias decided between the Go··.rel"n"nent and the TJ.,A.C .; 

· e .. 11cl TIQ~ betw'een t:b..e. J.>eq:plet and the U.A.,é,. "Tl~o:r-e_ v.'Us never any. 

negotiation free rmd. voluntary on the ]art, of the :peo;?le. -It was 

co-ersion end force. 
•, 

That this ano1.1.nt vas neY0l' bav.ded to the p:~ô:plo, ·was retained by 
' -

the Govorm10nt and merelf tricl:led out to them. from :~,ear té year 

in what ap:peared as si:?t-s, !(.$11~ much of i t was deducted for 

tn.xes. 

_: . . (3) That this .s1.un. of 1:.400 uas Comrensation for hottses, fa:ans and 

crops including grovèa of coconut trees, orange tre~s, Kola nut 

trees etc. that were cleGtroyed dur•ing tlJ.t evacuation of the 

natives, and Not. :payment fo:r• the 300 Acres of làud i't;self •. - ' - ' 

(4) Tbat therefore the people demand payment from the U .. A.C. for the 

300 Acres of land at the cun:·ent pr'ice of land, or an armual: 
• ' 1 ~ - ' 

. -~ent i'o:r- the land., dictated by the/o"tme:.:s.. native 

(5) That the· U.A.C. be made to pay an"lual rents from 1935 till date­

for use of the 300 Acres of the people 1 s land,. the amoü.nt o~ 

rent being di ctatecl by the ovmers ·of the land 1 and Govermœniï , .. 

as trustee of the IJeOple acting as a ConciUiator •. , 

(6) That it is regarded unjui:Jt for the Custodian of Enemj' )?ro:perty 

to have sold off 7000 Acl'eS of the peo:ples virgin land to the 

United Africa Com:pcny whon the Germens had ~rèly seized the 

lru.J.d 'by brute force wi th out the consen.t nor th(3 wishes of the 
. ·, . 

:People, and auch sale of la..'1.d of the people of the CI:Jllleroons 

'being a capital v:Lolat:i.yn of Article é) of .the Trus~eeohi:p 
' 

Agreement, and a n.o:cal. injustice aga:tnst a. dsfen~eless j?eople. 

(~) An acceptable :propositio~ might lie in the handing over of the 

Nd.ian Estat~, after ru.:rchase by the Aènrin1ster:i.1!g Autho:dty, to 

/ 

the Cameroons Develo:pment Corporation to d.evolop f:Jr the general .' > 
' ' ' .. "' ' 

' ' ' 

'benefit of the people of the Cameroons, afte!' f·ully: settling 

with the cla:ims of the ;peo:ple over the different i-cems o.f land ' 

included.in the representations above. 

/ "NATIVE ' ... · • ·. . 1 .1. ' • ,, ' 

ï ÏÏÏÎtzztzs ·ail 
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. ' 
' ' -

The Cl'eation of P.er-.e:rves in C1.!...1:' Land. is a.."J. act of Gove:l:'llToont wr.ich. 

t:te :population of our tz:ioe:s in :ra:r·ticular and the Cameroons as 2. :v1hbla 

vim'is "t>rit.h "t~he utmost sus-p!cio:1 ond dmJ'bt. 

The :reas:Jns fo::.• this a:·!o:· o"bvicu.s. The method aclopted :l.n tü~1 

instit,x\:iion of Rese:i.~~res c:reatcd. m:.'/~h co.uoe .. :for thought. Illi"'.:en.:<.·;·;e Chie±'a 

we:re used as inGtru.D"..enta 1 und -te:::':r:lfic int:imidatiun of Cbiefs a:nè. Nat1.1re 
' Cmmcillors 1wto.ally accomj?any t!1e creation of nese::rYes. Even cr.:l:?Tictions 

' . 

for obatine.te O:PI-lOSers a~e :not t:nlmv··ll. Rec6n"tl'J' ln t~1o J3a1wosi tj~be in 

J(!.[.nba Div~~ion, a British Hagif:trate CCl'-Vlcted five rr.en•'bers of the Nat:i'lfe , 

Cm.1ncil for ll.a.7ing prcvented. ono of their nurebers from co-orera.tillg vrit;h 

the D!strict Of:!:'icer4awl the Forest Off'ice:r, for rlb.ich they 11ere: charged_ 

'With assault. 

The question is, vihy sllculcl GoVel·tuncnt be so :riGurcms i,n tho Crea:t:I.on 

of Reserves in the Face· of ouc:.1 O:fl:pCoition, and why should. Governrnent be 

u.."lwilling to issue 'Written encl aicned declarations as often demand.ed 'by 

tho :People that the .lands shall alvrays be fo!' the :people alld for. theü. 

]r.ooter·ity? 'Vlhy is Goverl'.ment not more, or even cqually vigorous ~n the 

construction of Roo.ds and tlJ.e eatablio}:l...ment of School.s, or in the erection 

of hospitals when these ether acencics are in fact far more essential to 

tho wellbeing and benofit of the :pea:ple tht.J:l the preservation of forests • 

. '-le are far from beil1g ·conyinced. that the re is :not so:m.ethÜ:1g und.er th~ 

aovcrnment sleeve, over this Foreot Reservations. No body has eYer bee? 

. cllarged fer è.oir.g 1-1rong and deserving convictj_on, for :ma,kir:.g use of his 

reserve fttnds1 and yot it is not urùr.now.n in the Cameroons that citizens 

. have been often convicted. for using even ignorant1y the contents of 

Reserves. 

Their Abolition 

In .. vie"tr of Ou:t' ex:pericnce so far with regards the acquisition of land 

by ruling :pot:ers, lm !'egard it CXJ!edient ,to demand. immeà.ia.te- o.boÜtion of 

e.ll Reserves e..J.d the ·nullifice.tion of aU docl.Unents empowering their 

creation and. theil• continuo.tton, Il!lr-f.;icn .. larly since Gover.nment has never 

counter:e.."lced a 't~ritten declaration that the· lands are for the people .ànd 

the ir proste:ri ty, as re.gula~ly d.emanded by the people. 

DEVEl.O:Pl8:NT 

We bitte:!:'ly complain of t'he coro:plete laclc of develoJ:1lllunt of our cm.,...ntry 

by the rul1ng power. In fact we can hardly understar1d. that we are ~ei!lg 

administered by a Great :r;>ower 1 which l"..as the Develo:p.rnent of oûr countr;r 

/at, heart. 

\ 
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at heart. We never lmew that any country could progress without Roads, 

without Schools and Collages, without hos:pitals to attend to the sick_, 

Without COllllllUl1ication to 11nk it to .the :test of' the WOrld and enhance 

j;ll'Ogl'ess. Our t_ribes are entirely shut in the nll:dst of mighty. jlmg1es, 

eut out of' the rest of the civilised worldexce:pt by foot-paths acd 

dangerous hangillg bridges over ravin9s and da.ngerous gorges. 

Our humble submission on this item is that the Trusteeship Cquncil 

should request the Administratora on our behali' to undertake. the 

development of' ot'll' country, as they are doing in ether ~rts unè.er British 

rule. At i'irst, we thought that it might be that the Administering 

Authority might not be able by nature to undertB.kœ;real developnent of . 

backwa:rd SJ::•eas, but when we see how much has been done and is being done 

. in Nigeria and ether places, we more than ev er fe el most dissatisfied 

with our trustees over the. complete lack of development of, our coùntry. ; 

We appeal that a father should be intereoted in the progress andwellbeing 

of all his children, and l'le therefore insist that the Administe:d.ng ·· 

Authority should undertake the develo~nt of our countr.y in ~he ·· 

Construction of Roads, Establishment of. Schools, Erection of Hospitàls, et~~· 

The above submissions are humbly presented i'or-submission to the 

Truàteeshi:p Col.mcil of. the United Uations, which body we recoolise :not , 

on.ly as the supreme Authority of this Territ ory, but also as. the Champions 

of undeveio:ped humanity. 

~We beg that the Trusteeship council should make it a ~oint to ~Y us 

a Visit once every i'ive years (At least), so that 1t would be it could. 

possible ~or the Trusteeship Council to regularly check up the reports of 

the Adlninistering Authority· submitted for the J?eriod of every five years, 

at least. 

We wish the ~ssio1wrs the happiest atay within our Territory. 

Dated this 4th of 
November·, 1949. 

(1) 
(2) 

~'~ 
Chief Njuma Nakeri 
Councelor Motia 
Sal';:o 
Councilor Anamani 

) 
) 
) 
) 

\• 

We beg to remain, J)ear Sirs, 
Your humble petitioriers, 

(Finger :prints 
marked hore) · 

(Signed) Namnso Ngemb€mi 
Secretary · 

. . 

· C/o Native Court, Ndiàn, ;Kumb~ 
Ca.Illeroons Ur'Aer United Ki.Dgd~ 
Trusteeshi:p.. · 

I certify that the above thumpr1nts are those of the leading famdly heads. 
of Ndian, and the members of the Ngo~o-Batw;lga-Bima-:&.ù.ondobadiko _Lend 
Co:mmittee, whq have submitted this :petition. 

(Signed) Namaso Ngembeni 
Secretary. ·. 

' ~ .. ' 
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