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-+ ADDENDUM TO PETITION FROM TEE MENGEN COWMITY ANDM‘(D i

!

VEDIKUM COMVUNITY IEAGUE CON CERNING THE' CAMEROONS
UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATION '

Not. .. the. 8 cfetarv-Gc*xe*a"" In accord.ance with rule 84 of the
rules of procedure for the Trustees hip Counci] the Becreotary-General
has the honour to transmit ‘ﬂerem th to the mumbe“s of the ‘i«‘ms‘ceeship
Council an urdc;bﬂd commumcet‘f on from the South Tf'estmrn Felderation of
Tadkon (Wedikum Tribe) -which fo‘rmﬂ é.&applamn 40 the petition dated
1h February 1949 of the Mengen Commnity ard Weaikuzﬁ' Community Zeague
concerning the Trust Territory of the Cama%onm under British \

General by the United Na*‘ions Visining Mission to Trugt Territow e8 -
in West Africa. '
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adnini s’oration,,‘ This commarimticr vas t}:&mmituea to the Secv’etar"-'
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The South Western Federationo
Tadkon, Widikum Tribe, -
Bamenda Province = Cameroons )

The Secretary,
Trugtessghip Council.
On Tour Cameroons,

Sir,

We the Native Authority of the Tadkon South Wostern Ferderation of
the Widim Tribe are very pleased to have you in thie part of the -
Cameroons as you have come to know us and to heer our complainte,

We submissively beg to underline here our grievanc;es which have
lasted long without any solution and we are sure you will take pains to
go into them for your final views and decision, The oﬁtstmﬁlihg
grievances is Land Dispute: - Ngemba Lend Dispute |

(a) Bafawchu - Ball Land. Dlspute

(bg Mengen Mboh-Bali "

(c) Babutu-Bali " "
(@) Babuchum , " "
(e) Nsongwa e

. (f) Mankon " "

( g) Dara .n "

(h) Pinyin ' " "

2, Moghamo Land Dispute:-

(a) Mengen Muwa-Bali Land. Di spute
(b) Wudzang " :
( c ) AEODg 1t 1" n

3. Monemo Lend Dispute:-

(a) Bosa Beli-f‘unyang .
(b) Kubnyang "o .

The Balie ran from Bali Kumbat and came and we the natives harboured

them. After that we gave them the present site to build on, They did
not obtain that place by any conquest at all, No village was conguered
by them neither before or after the event of the Europeans., See

Dr. Zintgraf's reports sbout Bande Germ'an war. Bali very small Village by
them. The firset station of the Germans was built in Bali and the
neighbouring villages were captured by the Germens and brought to Bali.
So, e villages which were near e.g. Mengen Nboh, Bafawchu, Mengen Muwa,
Medum etc were simply and easily forced or annexed to Bali, The present

Bali 1s composed of many of our people who ere willing to be out from ‘
‘the bondege since,

»

|
/When the i
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When the Br'7 tish came, one ;D O Mr W E. Hun’s was & friend of the
: 3&11 E_Lnef. He sizsd all the above lands from the. owners and gave. to the
Balts, All the employees at that time were almost all Balis,
Intsrpretnrs €.2. Ayaba and Simon FOgham were all Balis, Messengers. and
clerks etc. In thls way we were cheated im msny ‘respects. Reporte Were
hart.ly listened to and if any werse by taen, they were. wrongly 1ntsrnretcd.
and néarl*r very thing was decided in the i‘avour of ths Belis, As & ,
consiquenoe also vrong boundaries were demarcated e.g. Ball Bafawchu
‘:_boundary dcmarcated quits close to the chief of bafawchuls door a.nd. the; R
worst of all in the absence of the psoole which is agamst Democracy. L
‘See copies of petition attached. See Mr, Hunt's Memorandum No, 471/21 of
© 8/9/22 to the Resident Buea para b, Ball Megen Mbok land case which is
- 8b1ll \in dispute up till now, . o o o o
| The Mengen Mbohs vho bluntly I'ef‘LE: 4 to eubmit to the Balis according
 to the Brltish Officer's order wsre dx-ivsn out of their land now m disputs
by the said Officer Mr, Hunt, They reen about mthout any fixcd
gettlement and many really die of hunger while the Balls use their land
now for farming, See recent inguiry by D.0. Mr. Goodliffe end kis
wmmerciful and very disappointing Judgmsnt about the said Mengen land.
case with the Balie dated 2'(th December l9h8 - Janvary 1349 and comes
of which we hope have reached you for your own views and treatment,
This ic contrary to what Mr, Gregg A.D.O. said to us at Meta when he Vas
| naking his intellegence report,  The D,0, mey be referred. We beg the
Comnission to visit one of the boundaries which is Bamuchum-Bali Jjust on
~ the main road and about 15 minutes inlsnd at Mile 87 Mamfe -Bamenda Road.

" One other point is about the Abalpa Strangers! Seéttlement on’ o
Mankon Land, This has recently been taken by District Officers by féxzce‘f" :
end given to one Malam Sule a Hsusa man to own the village\nahd. be the Land
Lord and act as a chief, See pefition from ths‘Mankon attached.,

S

Summary of the whoie Matter : o

We have the honour to meke it clearer that by asking for reversion of
our lands from Bali, we do not mean, however, to dispossess the Balis
of all lands occupied by them; neither do we mean to drive them beck to
where they came from at all.

What we mean ls that they claim more lands than they should possess
or else should should be given them by us the real aborigines of these \
lands, Therefore in view of the fact that the true aborigines of the land.s :
have very much been deprived of their God-given lands by way of uncareful »
investigation and Judgment by the first District .Officers of Bamenda
‘D %rtsion. . The Commission should kindly order revigion of these boundaries

\ /by the Covernment
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by the Government of‘ Nigeria. If thls is done then some of' the- aborlgines
' mho have sinoe been roaming 1n distress ( such as the Mengen Mboh) solely
because they feared remalning m Bali 1est they be subordinated, will then‘
possess 1l=znds where to settle and farm m hapniness and peace. Then '
tribal diecrlminatzon and unrest between the Widikum section e_nd the
Bahs Area Which has been going on for ...ong time will cease. S

' Wo ‘believe and t:mst that though the Commisslon is out f‘or Colonial
Afmirs as a whole, yet our complaints will find room on the table of . ’che .
U.N.O, irrespective oi‘ our dimunitive 51ze.

" Wishing you a very safe Journey,
‘ ' o Ve remein, |
. +. Sir, ‘
You.r Ha.mble -obJjects,

1. Chief of (Signed Pinyin N, Mamy  for Ngemba
2, "o ‘ ‘.'...'..'.....'..'...),..‘.....‘.... for Monemo
‘ T3, e ) (1llogible) . for Ngel
L. woowe Ghube, I‘If - _ for Moghamo .
5, Mmoo Asama . for- Ngwaw, .
" BSecretary =----- (1llegible) |

Received at United Nations Hoadquarters: 22 Novemver 19iJ.

[
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Baforchu, Bemenda
22 Noveuwber, "1938,

To Hls Excellency

. The Governor of I\Iigerla ) o - :
Through The District Officer, - ' o .
1/c Bamenda Division. S -

Your Excell lency,

YOLI‘ humble cervant, Moms, Chief of Baforchu hu*nbly sola.o).t |
Your Excellency Ilndulgence into my complaint corcsrmng land d.lspute A
between your humble servant and the Bali people of Bamerds. Division.

From Mbeniko to Bali is only apgrmrimately seven miles ; from :
Mbenidang to Menbeng is eight miles, from Mbenidsng to my town Baforchu
is only one mile. During the German Reglme the boundery between Bali and
Baforchu was at Mbenidang, thus given Baforclu Mbenidang end Mamben, . ,
On arrivel of the English Rule, thic bmﬁﬁary was egain medo fresh, thus = - . -
depriving Beforchu of the zbove places, including 501 raphia bush and }
103 Houses, with no Just censc; -During the settlement of the boundary by
Mr, Hawkesworth, The D,0. my peoplé end I were not present and therefcre ‘
we do not at all agree to the boundary he made. ' ' | h

At precent we are Jjust like pmsone having no land to farm, all ouxr
land has been taken away and glven to Bali people we have no where/to e
get bamboos for house making.

'I‘he Resi@ent has reviewed the boundary at Bemenda durinr: his last
vicit. I am not at all satisfied with the decision he errived st, ‘

Mr, Scolfield even falled to visit oll places d,uring his revision of the
bouxdaries,

Your humble servant therefore prays that’ His Exccllency mll see his |
way to restore all the Daforchu land unjustly teken from them back, I have
nbt committed any offence since the arrival of the English Government in |
this country, moreover I understand that under the British flag every body -

‘enjoys liberty. But why is it thet the Beforchus are so punished.

With full hopes hopes that this my humble 'petition will receive -
the fullest consideration of your Excellency. "

I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency's humble servant,

itness to mark and writer, . ( Chief Moma, . Hi s-Marlk
J.S.Sam be ’ Sign@d ¢ sovievsne Labah :
Free of Charge Copied Labah Public Letter Writing Co,

2/2/48 3

Received at United Nations Headquarters: 22 November, 1949,

f JcoPY
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No.B.574/80
The District Oifice,
Bamenda, Dlvision

Bamenda, 4th January, 1939.,

The Villave Head. of - ) I
Baforchu. 1 o . ’ . N N
. Ngemba N,A.Area, S S a

| T have to inform you that your patition asxing for a revicw in
the lend dispute that you have with Ball will be, forwarded to His
Excellency, The Governor, ' '
2., You most however pay into the He.i.ive Treasury the sum of 5;2.
as a cost of the review aml making up the record,

(Sgd) H.N,Harcourt
for District Officer,
,i/c Bamenda Division

. /cOPY
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CoOPY

o ~No., NA 1354/Vol.2/118
. The District Office
Bamenda, 6th February, 1343,

Gentlemen, . - : ~ / .
Bani-Baforchu Land Diém\).tez Pemenda Division
With refercnce to your petitio_n’ of 5th Jamuary, 1343, the -
Ban-Mbu (Baforchu) boundary hes been determined by Mr, Scolfield. _
Mr. Scolfield?s dicision was upneld by the Resident and. fmally by the \
Chief Comm*ssvonor acting under powers dslegated to hinm by the Governor. :

You have therefore already presscd the matter to the highost Authority :
and no furthor petitions on the sub;‘eqt are necessary. Your 'petition‘
is returned accordingly. C : - R

Messrs° A S, Tebid,

n, Mofer,

Timothy Tandjong and four others
Baforchu, Mbu Town Council ‘ : ,
Ngarnb,b Iaativb .Autaomty Area-Famenda ‘ oo
F,U.E , : S (5igd) ?

for District Officer i

 i/c Bamenda Division,
Directed By D.O.

Copied by - ‘
(signed): (illegible)

Letter Writer

- /From Mbu Town Council,

A
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From Mbu Town Councxl
Ngember Native Area,
Bamenda Division
o . * Cameroons Province,
: o . ‘ 5th Jenuary, 1945,

His Excellency The Governor, -
- Government House, o - o
- Lagos, Nigeria, ' o . ' : R
Through The Resident, ' : SR
Cameroons Province ’
- Bueg, - ‘

Your J.acce1 lency »

May it please your Excollcnc; to road tho following Petition from-
Your Excellency's humble petitlonors the members of the Baforchu 1
Mbu town council, Bamenda Division which reads as follows:-

We have the honour mos‘c hunbly end respectfully to state that we
are not fit as persons before Eis Excellency's sphere of Adm;.nistration
to petition to His Excellency most excsellent power but being avere tha,t 4 .. “
His BExecellency will listen to his humble servants to promote bettei'
understanding between His servents heve endeavoured to Place this our
humble complaint before him for his rost considerate and f‘é.’oherly esglstance

We have the honcur most humbly and respectfully to bring before
His Excellency that before tho advent of‘ the British Administration in the
Cameroons, after the great War of 1914, the land now under dispute was
- entiroly our land. In order to bring the matter in to light to His
Excellency, we beg to state that the former chiefs to j;rhom. our .ancestors
were keeping close boundary were:- (1) for the Baforchu 1 Mbu town, was
late Moma (2) for Baguzeng, Mbaaku, (3) for Mbunji Fonjengo Mbalkurewen,
(4) Menjong late lba, (5) Bome, Take, (6) Bande, Ngwafor, during this’
period there was no dispute betwcen the sorounding chiefs mentioned of the
respective boundaries with such overwhelming difficulties as we are
experiencing in this days.

As time went on the Bali people came from the north as strangers
seeking for a place for settlement. They were received by the aborigines’
- and allowed to settled in the lend together with our Ansestors for some
time vhen efter they begen to seize the land and other belongings of the
: Abori'gines which tead into sevoral tribal struggles, The invading Bali ‘
poople hed influence of extending their troubles egainst our Ansestors
"because our Ansestors were not living in one place separated in distances
cansed by the variation of the land and wereo always at the mercy of the

e
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‘Balis who lived in large mumbers with succeésml’ attacks, - - K o

When the_C—ermans took up the Administration,of’the;Camexjoons @hey .
met,the; overwhelming‘&i_-f'ficulties irivolved the disputes usually brought
on the subjects ard we cen £till remember that one Officer by name
Houptument Somefeld and Missionaries ,bner of whom we can still xfember to
be Leimbschor brought peace by cutting off part of our land end sdded to
the Balis though we were not catisfled but surrend.ering on terms, that
the peace was made -by our able Miessionaries. We were not ;satlsfl"ed t{on.._ -
grounds: that our land was cut off and given to. Balis which we 4id not.
expect could be done, There our minde were agltating from time to. tune
on the puzzling questions -and the. horr'lble inconveniences’ of the population
for tne smell area of land vhich did not su.ff‘ice the general needs of :
the comnmnity Tor farming and even proper place 10“ building. _ \

After the Germane heve gone avmy the 1in result of the Great Var .
of 1914, the Balis became more and more ea{;er to extend the bound.&y
into our 1and and began to lay fz*@qaen’c mauisitlons before ’che British
Government in result of whtch more ‘lend have been given to them from ‘
our land. makmg the position of our people more &ané,eraus than wha’c it L
was in the past days as settled by the Germanﬁ. They succeed.ed. in L
.acquirlng our lands because we hod patience over the settlement mad.e
previously which we were not satisfied. In the la’cer area given to -
then dll.""lno the advent of the British Adminlstration inclvded. one
hundred houses end meny raphla bushes ’ being of great value to the ,
people of our land for the purpose of farming and wine from the ra'ohia L
palm.: which are now the sole ownership of the people of Bali Who have |
not suffered to palant ‘them, o

Your Excellency will note thet by the our minds were agitatlng L
over the guestion, and we have 21l united under one sentiment with the o
love of peace and 1aw to appeal to His Excellency's mos t excellent powiery
with the de,terminatlon that we shall not give up ‘the questlon untld. our -
land be restored to us cnd this case will co*xtinually exist from ‘
generation to generation for solution to Justify us. From our town
to the town of Bali is about seven mles and from our town to the
boundary extended for Balis is juet a quarter oi‘ a mile from all
directions round us a tribe mumbering some one tho 1sa.nd and five hundred
people into such a small piece of land while the land is ours from time
of immemorisl. , B )

lour Excellency's most humble petltioners have always been laying
frequent complaints to the various Distxjict Ofchers in our Division

\ - - | [even to the

et e e e
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oven to the Resident in charge of the:Province but there has nst ‘b'ee'd e
g definato. answer to' end this question -against our people Gver =t.h<—::ﬁ‘*"'j,.
yrepeatédcries’ before the authoritieié. In-certain intervals toms of
-the Administrative Officers have visited our town to ‘investlgate the
position which:we believe have seon the gangerous positlon in which ve "’ii/i:#"‘
ars placed. but when ‘they return no reply to us, ,
- Under -these cercumstences of great doubts against the troubles il
- of our people which we are also referring wé have petition to His -
’ Excellency, that being father of the fatherless to gracious mercy and’ +
power 1108 to meet our petiticn favourably may see to our petition ‘and '
aWaitmg His: Excellency's most excellent and considerato repl*r ‘at the® © ™
earliest convenience, '

oyl

‘We have the honour to be,
Sir, :
Your Excell ency'a most humble loyal sabjects. ,,

(Sigd) A,S. Tebld

- E. M, ¥ofor
Timothy Tandjong
" M, Aclu

"

HESN,
This is to certify that the above petition has been written at the request

of the petitioners and they confirm before us that it cor’ains 1’10’0‘111%
more than their expressions end term dictated to the wr;fer. ‘

S. Ndansi N, Mnkum - -
Witnecsed this 5th day of January, 19143
Written by HJS Ngingl Letter writer

‘ Camerooueg - Province
Thumbprints of:-

Leongwed ) (Signecl) ! eeeeeess Labah - ‘
Ashdd ' R
Twobl o  Copied by Lexsh rublic L, Com.
lironikon 2fw i o
Aonii Vaafo . P
Yend Achn

(1lrezinle)
Marous Fombang

/Mbu'(Baforchu 1)
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Original

Tlr- Chigl \.omnuscaion@?‘”, o '
Eesteru Provineces, Fawpm, 0
on tour Bamenda Divisien, - . '
Thro®s The $.D,0,

i/c Banenda Divieion, -
Eamenda, - ‘

Vpu-3r1i Land Dismte
Your Honour, |

- I attach hevewith ccim ig8 v:gi‘ mi.ii:imw amd, repz 1ee from

(Bafo:chu 1) and Bali for your ind cun“’a_eﬂatmn
2,  Your Honour ie to ug a8 2 suckling mother , and if

Pemrusry 1Cin, 1348,

the

District Of‘f*ce“b in triplestes %&&M 15t the 1 smd a1 spu,te oetwoen Mbu

a child.

is hunbrv it must ory out t;ll it 15 sucklsed, Smoe we s’cartecl crying
we have not been suckled, and T ncw humbly oeg that you Msten to our c‘c) |

and suckle us gin

3. The on]y plece of fer’cile land of Mhu was seized a,nd given . -
to Balis vho are more strengers who ceame and met us there, ©o “that tber\

vhols of Mbu people are suffert ng from hung 81 nce this wae done and

~ the population of ny peonle éecrease every year ag 1t ig quite obvious
that things cen nos bread *e]l wi thout food, The ba'f‘ren lend of stone -

the whole town, If you are able to vieit this, ycu m.ll ren

with your pgor petitloner

-~ on hills on which we .Lwa cannot proauce ’co enffice enougn food for

:Lly s;zmpetise -

4, Our petitione against tms have always been 1nva‘l ided and as
:you:: honour ig here in person, I nrve the confidence that something g,ood. u

will be done to wach avay the teax *s from your servente eyes.

Y

If Your

Honour goes through the petitions attached, you vill see thet the

Baforchus were deprived of their 103 houses, 501 mphia ;,ushes, thousands |

~-of their plantains farms, banenas yewme, coaovams end mam “other (several

creps which were then on the cultivated plots,
5. The British pohcv 18 that everv’oodv should enjoy

"ffeedom end .

the benefits of ‘his labours, Why was Eaforchu d.eprive»d of herts, by the
| British Govermment vhen she (Br, Govmrmtont) is kmwn in the whole Worlu

&s o veace molker", Vas this an\,ompatwmte act a punishment

7oL o
b S

to any cri*ae

v/cammit od | |
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committed by the Baforchu i; if so mich is that for I can not I‘Omcux‘«er
of any crime committed either by me or any o*‘ wy people since the
British tock over this Mardate,

6, I am anxiously waiting for your Honour's favoureble reuly
vhich I have hopes that it will modify my sorrows, The early Pa;:?.xticai
Cifficers could, only rely‘on the tricks of the Bali as the differcnt ‘
villeges would not understend the English languege and idea, The Pali .
then made a bid for land occupation and they succeeded in seizing land
from the viliages around their villege. .

7. The Bali-Baforchu boundsry was made in the absence of the. B
Taforchu people without evidence from the both parties. The unfortunate
pen and women of Baforchu were deprived of their properties and the |
land which is the life of the pecple. ,

8. I hed a dispute with the Bali ‘peénle over one rapinia bush during
the German Rule at a place cal.ued Mbox :anvew end it wae settled then the
boundary wae Tix at a p.hane cal 1eo. Mbenadag end we then lived peacemlly
till the British come end my lend and properties were taken and given to
Bali in my absence, B'alil péople were strangers from Chamba north of
the Division; came and met me in my land and how can the British
Government deprive me from my land and glve to strangers without my
evidence‘?

9., I am now putting this mJ humale petition to Your Honour and 1f he
thinks 1t beyong his settlement I may be permitted to take this my

complaint to any Court of Iaw where Justice will be sought end where my
wibtnsesses will prove my case, |

10, Since the land and my properties ﬁere taken, I applied for a
review to the Res'ident and he came to Bamenda but did not visit the land,
he did not call the Bali people together with me or ny witnesses but '
he only told me that he confirmed ’ohev Judgment of the D.O., I also
epplied for review tb His Exceliency The Governor of Nigeria in November 19k
and no ancwer has beeri rec\eived.. See attached petition dated. 22/ ll/ 38
en2 the D,0,%s leSter No, B. 574/80 deted Lth January 1339. &£2 paid
for review but not heard, I submissively beg Your Eonour to inspsct tl‘le
land in person to see how the pecple are suffering for which only an
eye witness will serve test. .

11, . My potitlon of the 5/1,/2+3 w8 returned on the 4/2/43 on grounds
that Mr, Scolfield’s decision was finel but the D 0,'s letter No., 8.574/80
written before then requested me to pay £2 before His Excellency will
review the case and which I did pay. Since then nothing was heard
Why my petition of the 5/1/43 was retwened I do not kmow, I still desire

[that the
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.that the boundax‘y dispute may be revie%&‘ i ha.d already pa.id £2

for the fee and if more is reqﬁimd 1 mlﬂ. be ready to pay.

la_." Concernmg the seid piete of lend taken from me and my people

T kmow that there was & cage between 'bhe Balis and myself conce¥ning

Native dwaf’ cow and thi.s case wes tried i in the D 0, Court and the
decision was that the Bali chief should pey we £25 and I should return
the cows. The £05 to be pald was due to the feeding of the cows While ‘chen
dur;.ng my- absence the D O came and took my land, and thc, cows ‘and gave L
to the Ball Chief. ‘ L . : o

‘. 13+ According to how 1&1’1«1 d.ispute,s have been settled he:re ’ there .
should ‘be- some neighbouring chiefs but this was not the case in mine,
‘It was Worth calling some of the neibhbouring chiefs to witness this. . -
Failing to do £o means there was aome in uatice somohow, and thie was
settled entirelv in my absence &nﬁ no w* tn@sses. 4 ‘ : o

14, . .The sufferings of your- rost hmnble pe.»tim oner and his peon).e,

are beyond imegination and it mll he a mmarmng history 1f. Your Honour

. would guf'fer to have a view of th 8 l_and in dlswte apa. set_tl_e 1t to. t.faa -

Should. this meet *,rour kind consideration, I m.ll be ve:ry grateful.

, I have the honour to be, ’
. . Sir,
- Your humble petitioner y

Thomas Atenga for Chief Moma of Mbu
His Markeeoss. oL
: ' (Fimcr-'ormt : e

marked here o

This ig %o certif,,r that thc above has been v?ritten at the- reqnest of the L
petitioner and. after 1t has been read and explained to him in his -

/ vernacular, ‘he. confirms that it contains nothing more than his authoritles

4

and exprossions dictated to the witer.

witnessed, OV - - i o uigl'-‘-eﬁ.)- D0.00C'.. I-abah -
. Lgbeh Publie Lettor writ ing Company.

(Signed) G, A, Moma - No, 8663

Feo cherged for three copies 15/ -
(lifteen shillings) ,

o , ‘, E | - '/}:’lz?omAtangaV.H. obeatu
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. From Atanga V,H, of Moty
* for the Councillors
7 Ngemba Area
. - L L 5 Bamenda Div, 3
The Distiict Officer " Damenda. S
i/c Bamonds Division, . - . A 11/12/48
, ,;Bmenda. . , »
PALI - BETU (Babitu Land Dicpute)
Sir,

I on behalf of the Mbotu Councillors end villagers heve the honoup
most submiseively beg to bring this my humble petitlon before you for your
kind consideration nnd reads as follos SN : . S

The District Officer, if he rcads tnrough the 1intelligent reports, -
he will sec that the Balis ceme from the Cha.abm North and with thely
tricks they managed with the help of che ermans and mado mononoly of -
the lands of ‘the surrounding villages, -

"~ The Mbetu lend lics and still boars the name of Mbetu but the Balls
'“'1nternret it as Bebitu vhich is a sure proof that the land is ours.
When the Balis came from the North we were on this land and with their
selfiegh attitude they led the Gei‘mﬂne ver sgainst us and we escaped 1o
Mankon, While et Mankon class conflicts began and we returned to oux
mother land, When we returned we scttled at tho presont site, We
contimied farming and there was no trouble, Soe even on tho map of
Nigeria the only mountain noted in Bamenda Division is Babitu Mountain; .
the great mountain now on our land but occupied by the Balis; Any °
Adninistrative Officer interceted in your humble petitioner's cry and.
should like to view this land; will fall in sympathy at seeing our. fig
trees, rafia bushes, Kolanut trees our placva of worshiping eotc.

We contimued d.oing ferming togcthor and as time went on they found
that the Mbetus wero. in posssegsion of very fortile land oxneclally Nit ohn}
Axeg elis Ndabu. The Balis now term it Neka, They started quarrellmg
with certain Mbetu people roaching its climex botwoon Munjike of Mbetu L\
‘ and Kobe an Ex-German soldier of Bali, The Balis set the Mbetu houses
on fire, In fact a lot of destruction was done., The D,0, was varrsnted,
escorted by Atangamuwa of Mbetu, Unfortunately for the Mbetu people
all the Africen staff who accompanied the D,0,, the interpreter was a
Ball end the Police Sergoent viz Nketi was a Bali, The poor Mbetu
people were totally opprassed and deprived of their land till now,

/The Mbetu
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The Mbetu boundary which the chiof said. should. be at a stream call
"kindo"; a boundary with the Axmgens but not Bali. During the course of -

the ﬁeilinlutraﬁiva Officer‘s discuss, tbe late chief of .Mbetu was still

convtnce,d to agree orice again for bo’on Bali and Mbetu to continue farmng
twother Tho ’cot’nf‘ yeoplu of Ivfbetu didn't geec with nhelr chief and .

loft in a*mos ance and with different opin;ono, ’.Lhe few who were still

' potitioner and that eftor 1t hes been road m& explained to him in the

strug 'rlinu to farm on the disnu’ccd zmd, having 1o °upg>’orto;*s'wore'\ St

tox'mented. and left in' di sgust wholo md. entire., . . /7 A

I.am submitting to the able District Officer that no tme ‘woundar;y
line was made between the Bala. and Mbetus and I solic 1t on beh‘&lf ‘

y of my peoplb who have bcon driven and fenced round. with hille and

‘stonoe that the D. g, on bobalf‘ of His Majes:w's chernment may 1001*

. into this state of aifau‘s if this &‘.ffict lty could Yo solved for his most

humble petltione o ‘ , : ,

£hould this mect your klnd "‘onf' L&r,rgﬂw on, and & bound.a:cy be flxed,

wo shall bo very pratcf'ul A T e T ’
SRR I havé e honour to bo Six,

- Your humble potitione,r o

Atanga vV, H, for H).s Councillur‘

Hie r'ight 'éhumb Pi»w (mar Yed heve) L K

L ;

Th‘LS is 'to certify ’ohat the above hasg bcen 'written at reauest of the

Mbetu languagu he confirms that it con’cdms nothing more than hm ‘7‘;‘? )
anthoritlos and exprossions dlctated to the writer fo;' the D, 0 Bamen@.a.;
Witness: (Signed) M, B, -(illegible) =~ - ~ - o '

e v (Signod) ,..}.... Lab&h
- By Labuh Public Letter
o Yiriting Compeny
Pee voeoived for 3 coples
12/« (twelve shillinge)
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M BU (Bafawchu 1)
Ngomba N,A, Ares,

. Bemenda Division, B
13th December, 1948,

Throuzh The District Officer,
1i/c Bamenda Division,
Thro! The Rosident,

" Buea, Cemeroons Province,

Thro' The Chlef Commissioner,
Enugu, Lasteorn Provinces, ’
To His Excellency The Governor,
Lagos Nigeria,

Your Excellency,

MIU - Belt Land Disrutbe,

Your Excollency's humble petitioner is Chief Moma of Mbu
(Bafawchu 1) and the contire peoplc of Bafawchu s In the Bamenda Division,
Cameroons Provinco, This humble petition craves his Excellency's
indulgence in the long ata.ﬁding land dispute between Mbu and Dali,

2, Your Excelloncy's addross recently at Bemenda givos each
faithful end loyal subJoct of Your Ixcellency the hope, fulth and
belicve that in Your Fxcellency!s hands Justice is thero. ‘

3. Bofore the coming of the British into this country Mbu and
Bali lived peacefully; there was no question of boundary dispute,. Iut -

when tho British Government come, and the Bali people seilzing the

opportunity that the then Politicel Officers in Bamenda had favour
in them, brought about false claims of our land.'

4, As a result the Bali- Bafawchu boundary was demercated in
the abscnce of the Bafawcm men, end we had to lose 103 houges, 201
raphia bushes end other food crops, This was no Justice.

5. I applicd for the Resident's vreview and on his arrival in
Bamenda, declined to vieit the land ih dispute, and simply confirmed
the decision of Mr. Schof'eld, Not satisfied with this onc sided
doceslon, we asked for the Chief Cormissioncr's intervention and was
asked to puy £2 fee, which I paid,

6, Nothing happened end we y Your Excollencyts humblo petitioner

only concludcd and believed that the szmo Political Officers who had

favour for the Balis while 1n Bamenda had the ‘decisions then in their
hands at Bues, since their replies wore the seme,

/7. Now that
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7. Now that we are told thab the ppvers of the District Officers
'and. the Bemident and also the Chi ef Comm* ssioner are exhausted, We solicit |
His lxcollcnc,;'s own 1r’cerventwn in the matter. We are propared to pay
w‘m‘b ever fees which we ma,y be agked to pey and ask most humbly that the
bcunu:r,; questwn between ourselves and be sterted afresh, -
8.  Copies of tho following correspondences which will tnrow ;Light
ag to our grievances arc attached, From the tone of the Dlutmct o
Officor end the Reesident's letbters His Excellency will sece tha.t we have -
not been tfeated Justly at .all, In the British Bule c:ver'w one *q \
proud 1o have Justiée s and *uat-!ce has beon demnled us, and why? o
Vo are, at a lObS s We are at sea emd not know! g whither we are bound to,
but pray Tor His mccl.“onc"’s own lntorventwn. I attach herewith:-
" (2) Copy of my petition clo‘tJd‘ '*D/ /'LB | '
@) " s,
o {e) v Residont!s let or Tio. 34B/175 of ’0/0/1¥8 §
9. The omginal of this’ p@ul.'hiun ig be,.ng i‘oxmrdcd divect and. -
copies to through the Dwtrict Officer, Wahicn I hope ho will forward.
through the usual chennels, N . T '
10, -¥ailo amcloule walting to hcar f‘*'om Your E*ccellbncy,
I hevo ’che honour to be,
Your E:s.cellencdr"% hmble servant s
Clhez Moma. of Mbu- R 7.1, )
Thws ie to Gel"blfj that thu gbove has been writton af the rcoues+ o
of the petitioner and aftor it hes beon road. end explamed to n*m m
his vornecular, he confirme-that it contains nothing I_z;o,ce tl an his
suthorities and expresaions dwuated to the writer, - -
_ Witnoesed by: | (5;1~nJﬁd) ........L&bah

Iwoz:h Jlic letter wmtmg Company,,\ ‘
I-vO, &JUOJ;
Fee cher ed for & copies

(onc pound.)

- e e

/COPRY
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From Mome Representing V.H, of
Bamuchum, Hgemba N Ares .
Bamonda Division, ’

Bamends, 2nd January 1943,

His Honouxr The Chief Comm,
Enugy Hastern Provinces,

Thro' The Resident,

Buea, Cameroons Province,
Thro' The District Officer,
1/c Bemenda Division, :
Bemonda,

Bomuchum - Bali Lend Dispute,

Sir, .

I have the honour most humble beg to formd this my humble
petition before you for your kind considération and reeds as follows,

Your most humble petitloncrs grieovences could not bo immergined - -
except one pays d vigit to the land we cry for. I am sure that most
of the Administrative offlcers vho pessed though our village will eee -
the unjust clalms of the Ball pcople on our mother land., We have been
surrounded by the Balis and we have no way to go out for farming,

When we loft Wedilum we settled on the present site, We were
bound on the East by the Babctu people and the Bagangu on the West by the
Bafawchu people; on the north by the Mankon end the Bamupen. In fact
we wero all from the same tribe end farmed generally without any
densrcating bounderies.

After conetime the Balis‘ came from the Chamber North with their
selfish attitudo and settled with the Dallkuwmbat but with -this they were
driven by the Bali Kumbats by tribal wor to Rafrong and from there they
were )allowed. to where they are now by the Bumungens. The clever rogues
remgined peacefully with us but as-they wero nonads it gppears thoy came
into comtact with the very first Duropeans who came to the Camsroons and
so when Dr. Zingraft came people were afraid to get near him and the
only people who understood him were the Ball pceople, They then led them
round the surrounding villages and for no proper cause but lack of
understanding and misinterpretation by the Bali people who were then
the only leading people, In reality, the Balis waged no direct war
against any of the villages exceopt tlio one they conduct to Bande bub
returned with Great losses, Four German Officers were killod and & very
large numbor of the Bali people,

This wrong information and misinterpretation contimied even up to

[the time the
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the time‘ ﬁhé British took over é.nd I-am gure youx Honour would agi‘ee;’with = E

ne that an suranger who goos to a strange country will find more pleasures
W-;th a,ny body who can und.erstand him and this is why the Balis gained the
favorrs of me Germans, - The Bali contimed with thoiy tricks to the

. Bﬁtim toch ovor and. “che leadlng tribe occuping responsible post weré

the Bal is, Ilzev first drove away the Babetus and then the Barmngens

AN
2
Ny

and then finally they ceame to use but there was g riol and one Adm.nistrative

‘offlcel" came end coursed ue to be arres‘ced. and. while we vere still undor
the imprisonnen’c carnsg were nedo in our ebscnce,- th,n wWo re uurncd We ‘
forwerded many petitions to the D,0, and the Resldent but they Wore
invallided and returned to use, , o
I am appealing to Your. Honour that no. proper boundary was madé,g.'_

end this could have been admittod end Obsepved only if our witnesses

hed sppeared and it should have been done in our presence, I agrece to
- pay ansfs‘m chargable for the recording sund surveying of this boundard..~
. .With the gbove I have confidence that Your Honour would listen .
to the cries of his poor. petitioner and cause the above vboundary to be
revised,
I have the honour-to be, -

Your Humble ‘Potit! Loner R

loma For V,H, Bamuchwa,

His thumb Print, S
_ | ' (I'ar cd. hero)

This 1is to certify that ‘che abovo hes beon Vrit en-at. tho rcquost -
of the potitioner and that aftor it hes beon read and cxpleined to him .
in his vernacular he confirms that it contains nothing more than his
authorities and expreesicn dictetod to.the writer for the Chicf Cormissioner
Enugu, ' ‘
Wi v‘-u'colo ' ’ -
(Slgﬁed) I’Ia.rkus TSO . (S._un(ad) esrsesnse Lﬁbah .
' Labah Public Letter Writing Co,

Fee recoived for 5 copies'£l,5/..
(Ono pound five shillings) .

~ [From Chief .



From Ch'lef J. BOJ'I. Of Mengen
Muwa, F. Mbakurowan, of Bani, .
- and followers, c¢/o Chief. G.H Mba
.. of Batibo Mogamo Area, ...
. Bamenda Division, Cemeroons,
o 7th January, lqh9. e

o His { Honows» ‘the. Ch'r ot o
;;JCommisswner Eastern Provinces, . .
i Brogu, Through the Resident Buea

Cemeroone. \ ,

O Your Honour .

. ':. “T l\uv it please Hie Honour to read this humbTe pe'bl'b’lﬂn of your:
‘*mi moe‘c humble petitionere Chief J. BoJi ‘F.. Mbakurewan, and followers: of
e Bani s who are induced by inJuetice to uCOk JOU.'!? timely aseiete.nce and.

- redress which reade a8 follovinue. SO .

' We have -the honour to approach Hie Eonour"s moet considerate end *‘atherly
"-';; assistance , against the in,ju,etico and willfull ill-t.ceatment actuated: by
the Chief‘ of Bali a{;ainst ug, We beg to state in full bofore His Honour
that although vo. are 1in Bali here ruling our own roaly femllies, we are

not membe“s amon,get the people -of Bali who are Justice etrangere in thle j
land.i Wo are the rightful chief's who had this land which is now called.
:.Bali Area, ‘beforo. the coming of the Jali peoplo from Che.mbor. The Bali
chief and hie follo%rers ceome from Chamber and met us in this land, and.

" we rocolved them in es etrangere. Tho correct name givon to this lund, v
which 18 now called Bali, 18 Nteankah and Ntunkah chicfs and their peoﬂle, .
8.re members of the Wid,ikum tribe » Wwho or"iginated from Tedion in Batlho

' village ’ m the Mo'vamo Arva, - Vhen the Bali people left Chamber end camo .*

here, we received. them in as etrangowe.v Since ‘thoy ceme and met us in -
‘this land., we he.ve not even step of this lard, and stay somewhore e1 se,
'but wereo all the t«u.mee in our respecui vC villages , ruling our own people R ;

* who -are. members of the Wi dikum tribe, including ourselves, Now, seeing ﬂlﬂt

L we are not from one family with 'bhe Bali peoplo ’ ve have writ‘cen that the
Chief Cormlssioner ‘8608 that & bourdry be m.ede betwoon us end the Ball
people , 80O that we follow our own brothors and our own family st Batibo
Mo gemo Area, where ve can und.eretand. ourselves and. also stoy peacefuly
a8 we were before, before the coming of the Ball people from Chamber .
We he.ve cocnsider and see no reason why “the govor:ment should mixst ug -
wi,th the Balil Chief and his people , vhen wo are from a different tribe , %
that ms Wia.ikum tribe.( We are from the family of the Widikum tribe,
and ‘Lt is good that the Govermnen’c. separe.te u,s from, Joining one court wit ’

/the peopl




. the peonl@ Of” Bali Vho are *‘“oni C‘humba tribe, and. 7
out tc be umler our rul‘lngs L’e have seen +hat the B&ll Chle 1s

‘,i

reason o h‘LS d.oing sa, m don’"t mow. ‘I‘ha Chief m Bali“ is forc;_ng

1/ K

“our an family 1n Mo amo Ar@a., MM ma can understand. curselves an ‘
Wo beg ‘co state that most ‘o. thi
peopie in Bani area ’ are only mombers of the(Widi}'am trlbe' ’ancl" W ar

al so our own’ native law end cuatoms ."

their ehiafs We ourselves and aleo our people are nou please; 0.
remain Judgmg one court with Bali paople who are from Chambef 'tribe pbut
Joined. ourselves with Batlbo Mogamo Areas who ‘are. our own orothers,
also our” own tribe. . The followingr are 1ist of villageé:m Bani area
who are all fazznly of‘ the Wldﬁmm tmbe,

the Bali people s war With us tcok place. What we know is that they
are strangers t5 us . a.nd they he.vc not ata.l Wage any war aga,inst '



eatly beg tns (,h'?ef C"r:missicmer being ne father +o tne f'arher.».esa

" ‘o see ’chat a land hmmdry satmemvmb be mde be‘awcen us and the Bal
oi tha‘c we fcoll in Bmga:ao Area. with: our ovn pﬂople 5 to meet our rther : j..,»;_fg
'rhi:efs 'th are our o% 'n fdznily and brothers B anrl Yo are cver maed s to pay“ |
A,fwhatever sum W‘I.ll be' cha.cge for the surviecing of the boundry tovessh ug: A.
Jf"",anfl tho EolLGS., Since. the Bwitish Governmont came out and native courts ,
,f‘fbb.ﬂi 'ln dll areas and. tribes in this Divislon, e Chiefs of othor areas
T»“‘:"Zr.\,tve been enjoying the money paid. 0. court madbe*s s but Wwa the. mmer-s :

““'of the land. Lave not been enjoying the money paid in cour‘cs s O even | "

{"fi caJJed to st cour’c to cmov that We are the rightful owners of the la.r.,.,
am ou' Q,uartsr heo.d.s are gaining n.othing from the na.tive court, end the
:\jrreason of tn,ese, we d.on't know. SR ) ,’
Ve shall be gratefuly, 1f Hie Honour w111 also cons:.der that point, and
: gomo solutions glven us 5 to ¥now 1*hy we have.not been siting court, ST
T/Quarter hea.d.s and chiefs of other ereas are receiving court siting fees, and
-} _(;”WG ‘have not been receiving anythinb from tho Bali native court, or even
=%:ca11 to sit court , end gain vhat othors are gaining, ‘ 1
':We the chiefs of Ntankah pay tax, and-only tho chief of Ball 1o maklng use
of the tax dash, end the rceson of these s WO can't tell, We therefore ‘
f‘,"want to follow our own family who are the Widikun tribes where we will pay )

our taxos, and also gain tex dash, and also siting court, and gebing

K court siting fees ) a8 chiefa of other arees are getting, for we arve not
- from ‘one family with the Chembe tribe people, a.nd. they are cheating ue
 1in all’this points because. ve ero not from or in one family with them., :
“» '}We/pv;t out minds only to get'a land survior, to have our boundry with the.
- Ball Surviored, so that we follow the Widikum tribe being our own faley.
""We are ready to ‘pay the Survior’s cost of survioring the land boundry, )
Ldus’c after . geting your kind reply,
:5‘«; S Ve are walting His. Honour?s most valua.ble reply,
. ...~ . .We have the honour to be .
\ o - Sir, ‘ ,
| We are your mast obediently and. loyal Bervants >
(l) Chief gacob Bodi of Mengen Meva, His X mark. o
(2) Chief FonJenga Mbal:urex ran- (Signed( (illegible) for F, Mbakurewen .
(3) Fondam, Mengen Council his X mark ] '

(h) Ta-Fonthem R X "

(5) Bambod "} : "\ .o"x wo o

(5) Sakaria. Woliwumnjiayam "xov o

(D Sukut ' Mengen Council A S -
> (8) M, Foton " o e X‘_ me
‘;,‘(9) Libed Natfon * " v ox v L

X KA e o - ; ;/Wi‘tne'ééed.‘
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ovor ‘bo uhbm in Englwh and also explamed to them fn vernacular I
” d ’chev conf irmed. that ’che above contains noth* ng more tha.n their

Came,roona Ivritten by E. (S F. M, Nc}.ansi lett(,r write
Ibenn hbunjei Village, Mogamo Area, K
Bamenda D1 vislon Cameroms, e
(Signed) (illeg*ble) ' " ,

- Writuen fwe of charﬂa fOl“ 't:he famlly:

i (;”'4 }Tiﬁ}d.) ]
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R S : From Moko in Guzang Village -
L, e R . C/o Native Crt, Bauibo .
C ‘ Moghamo Arca, E

: S - Bamende Division”
.. .. . TFebwary, h: 13k,

Through ot
The Reoldent c LF. .
The District Officor, ‘
3 o Bam.enﬁ&. : N ’ . « o ~ . '.’ .
' To the Chilefl Commissioner,
- Eastern Provinco,
Enugu.

May it please Your Honour:

Your humbls scrvants, Village Hcad and Flders of Guzeng, unammously '
heve the honour to repuat their pebition sent to His Honour on the 28th ‘
of Jemuary, 1943, about the selzurc of their land by the Balis, And | |
His Honour roplied us in his letter No, 1357C/10 of 2nd August, 1343,

| ~ To the effec‘d of that reply we petitioned to the Distrlct Officcr,
Bamonda, on the 2lst November, 1943, as we were advised by His Honour to
do, Our petition to the District Officer, Bemonda, became a dead one
in his office up this day.

After sovereal letters repeated with xiq replies, we cgaln sent
ancther one, dated the 25th of November 1543, to Chief Mangs Williams fo;r
tho same toplic, and that also received no officlal attention. :

2. Having welted for no replics in all the lctters we did, on the 1lst

of Jenuary, 1949, we agailn sent anothier one to the District Officer,
Bamonda Division, asking him to take up our long-standing case. In our
groat sui‘prise , he unfavourably repliecd us in his letter No. 2021/23

~ of 12th Jenuary, 1949, with the saying that, as we were unable to take

out an sppeal since 1928, when the A,D,0, Mr, J,5, Smith made our boundary
with the Balis and then approved by the Resident at the time, he therefore
sees no rcason why he can rosurrect the case nov,

- 3. Before laying the boundary in qucstion, wo bogged the A.D.O, to ‘
como to our village first where we wanted to show him our farm land, the
village and othcr economic trees and so that when meking and laying the

" boundary he must know the distance from the village, he the A,D,0, refused
to listen to us, and so too that when the A,D,0, asked us to be present

how he was laying the boundary we refused to be prosent. After he finished
his work, we wrote to the District Officer, Bamenda, agalnst the boundary
. made, We were replied by the D.0, to wait and promised to come and

/inspect

Al
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" inspecting the boundary before he cen -see to our beti‘iéh In our
behevmQ that our petition will recelve ‘the D 0.ts attentlon, Ve
bothered no more to make any move as the appeal nOW'mentloned in this
letter. As weo heard nothing‘for a long time, hence we wrote to His
Honour end all the sorts'as aforementionsd, We therefore feel end
take it that our case is within time tc be considered by the Authorities
concerned.,
' Hoping that we have not petitioned in vain, : R

‘ mer humble servants have the honour to be,

i

gtec, & etc.

(Signod) ~mmeme (111 egible)
Writer
Feo 8/- (FIVB Copies)

(1gned) Paul Mbekam Nda:nji Fotelkal
Folembo Tekom

J/coPY
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Mbu = {Dafawchu 1),
. .Ngemba Area, . -
Bamenda Division,

| 18th Aprll, 1349.

The Chief Coimissioner,
Esaztern Provinces,
Cn Your, Baenda,

Your Honour, -

MBU (Befawchu 1) - Bali Leand Desmzte

I have tho honour to tell Your Honour that I have wrltten ueveral
petitions to you about the above lond despute but zll were returncd 4o
me by the Admin1st:at1ve Officers for e reason I don't know till today,
I belicve that none of these potitions has reached your hend as no roply
hag been received from you about any of them, They have not sent any
of them to His Honour becemse thoy arc tied friends to Beli, and feared
His Honour might rovicw the case in my favour,

2, I reviewnd this caso to the Resident who came up and only
reviewed the case in the Court in the Bamonda Station without rcaching
the land in despute; when even the Native Court can not give Judguent
in a lond case without inepecting the land in despute., As he was also
a friend to Ball chief and listened to the B.Os, he did not mind
reaching the land,
3. As they eo trected mo so unkindly, I beg that His Honour should
inspect the land in despute; so as to see how I am rcally suspended on
a hill without any ferm, and hunger has killed most of my pcople. The
distanco from the Bamenda Station to my village wheore the boundary 1s
is about 11 miles and His Honour can reach there and return same day.
L, Tho British Government decidcs cases according to Justice but this
‘ particular one wes decided Just to pleuse the other party. Thls is proved
by paragraph 4 of Mr. Hunt's letter of 1921 in which he said "if the
_Bafawchu Vallcy is gilven t6 Bali Chicf, he will be satisfied, Is the
British policy to pleasc one man by taking another man's thing by
force and give to the other and let the owner of the thing to suffer?
If so then there is no Justice,
5. I attach hercw1th 8 copy of one of my petitions gent to His Honour
since the 13th Decembor, 1948, which has not been replied till today.

/6.. I send
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6. I send this with full hopes that His Honour will take the trouble
$0 veach my village of 5 miles from Bali fbr the inspection of the land .
in despute please, . )
) B haﬁé:the'ﬁéﬁoﬁf‘téfbe;
By e
' His Honour's Obedient Servent
. - Caief Momse of Mbu- R 7,1,
o ' 4 (Flﬁger Drinﬁ‘
bl C , SRR marked here)
Witness to hdrk

This 1s to certify that the above h .8 been wrltten in tho request of
the petitloner and after it has beun “ead and explained to him in hlS
“vernaoular, he confirms thab 16 containg nothing mure than his.
authoritics and his exprusslons &“Ctdt@d to the writer and witnessed
by Thomad Atanpa of Mbu - ’ L -

(ﬂinger prlnt L L _
marked here) (Bigned) s....,.. Labah

H,N, Labah letter Writing - -
Cowpany, No. 8063,
Fees charged fo” 3 cgpzes

3/- (three shlll ngs only)
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Azzira (Abal@a) Strelnggerst Settlement on Manakon (Bande)
Iend: Paymont of Taxes Through the Chief of Mankon , the
- Tandlord to the Government, ‘

PRECIS .
L The attached potition addressed to His Excellency the Governor of
. ’Nigerie. by me, Fo Idefru of Mankon (Bende) - Bamenda British Cameroons
‘expresses my grievé,nceﬂ concerning the administration of Abakpa (sti‘a,nger?
: Se'btlement) on Mankon land and humble cravance for recvlification of ihe i
éxisting’ deplorable state of affairs, I am lossing a salary of £300 P A
as a natural ruler of tho Ngemba Native Authority Area as g quarter 01’
thie area has bcen made to bo resnonsib"e not to me but to the District ',
Officor directly through a chief of his own creation, Taxes are thorefore_
paid d.iroctly to the D.O, ‘and not through mo, Tho prove of my .
landlordship over the whole 1am1 is borne out by tho fact that my people
defended 1t during the first end second Menkon-German Wars under |
" Dr, Zintgraff and also dquring various intertribal wars,
The Sarkin Hausawa should attend my Villege Council as other
Quarter Heads do and not set up his own council, He should also sit
in the Ngecmbe N,A, Courtés an ordinsry momber to be consulted on polnts
affecting Hansa and Fuleni cust'om.but not &s a membor of tho Ngemba
Native Authority. -
Othor Sarkins of the various Abakpas in the Cameroons particulérly
in this Division stand in this position. subordinate and pay thelr taxes
through the landlord. D,0. Mr. Aston-Smith!s letter No. N,4,1038/41 of
30/1/45 Para 6 refors, Tt will also satisfy mo if nemes of the
establishmonts in my erea are qualified with Mankon and not Abakpa.
’ Fo Ndefru, His Right Thumb Impression

{(marked herc)

This 18 to certify that the above has been written at the request of
the petitioner and that after it hes been read and explained to him

in Maznkon, he confirms that it contains nothing more then his authorities -
dictated to the writer, ,

Witoo-.o.o. ‘ ’ (S'lgned.) sesene Labah
o " By.labah Public Lotter Writing Co.





