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.ADDNIDŒ1 TO PETITION FROM TEE MENGEN COMMIJNITY .AND f'!\ \ -" ..... . 
vŒ~JI!illH COMMUHITY LEAGUE COfWRR.NTim ·THE CAMEROONS 

UNDER BRITISH ADbiTNIST~\TION 

NoL ~.Jh~~o:retar;v-G~~: In'aèoorél.ance with ru.:te 8!1- of the 

rules of procedure for the Trusteeshi1_) Conr.cil,. the Sec.retary-General 

has the honour to tra.nsmi t herewi.th to the nembers of the 'il'r..Isteeship 
1 

Çouncil a.Tl und.s.ted communice.tion from tll3 South 'lr!estern Federation of 
. ' - . . 

Tad.lmn (~·ledik:um Tribe) ivhi.ch fo:rm.B a stipl;>lOL"l:mt to the petition dated 

l4 F~bru.ary 194St of the l·1ongen Comm.u:ni ty and 1\Ted.ikum Conununity League 

concerntng the Trust Terri tory of the Ca.IàJroons und~l.; :S1·itish 

admintstration.o This eommunicatii:m. 'l<;as tra.ntamitted to tho Sec.retary

General by the United Nations Vîstt1.ng Hissio:o. to Trust Terri tories 
\ 

in West Africa. 
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The, Sotlth Western Federation o' 
Tadkon, Widikum T.rtbe, . · 
Bamonda. Province \. Cameroons , 

The Secreta:ry, 
Trusteeship Council· 
On Tour Cameroons. 

Sir, 

We the Native Authority. of the Tadkon South Wostern Ferderation of 

the Widikum Tribe are very pleased to have you in this part of the 

Cameroons as you have come to know us and to hear our complainte. 

We submisstvely bcg to underline here our grtevances which have 

lasted long without any solution and we are sure you will take pains to 

go into them for your final views and decision. The outaw..nd.tng 

grievances ·ta Land.Disnute: - Ngemba·Lpnd Dispute. 

(a} Bai'awchu - Bali Land Dispute 
( b) Me:ngen Mboh -Bali " 11 

(c) Babutu-Bali 11 
" 

( d) l3abuchum " " 
( e) Nsongwa " " 
( f ) Mankon " " 
(g) Baba " " 
(:h) Pinyin Il " 

2. Moeha.mo Land Dispute:-

(a) z.fengen.Muua-Bali Land Dispute 
(b) Wudzang " " " 
( c) A song " 11 

" 

3. Monemo Land Dispute:-

( a) Bo sa Be.l i -Tunya...'"lg " 
(b) Kubnyang " 

" 
Il • 

The Balte ran from Bali Kumbat and came and we the natives harboured 

them. After;that we gave them the present si te to build on. They did 

not obtain that place by any conquest at all. No village was conquerod 

by them netther before or after the event of the Europeens. See 

Dr. Zintgraf' s reports about Bande German wro·. Bali very small Village !'Y 

them. The first station of the Germans was built in Bali and the 

neighbouring villages were captured by the Germans and brought to Bali. 

~o, e vHlages which were near e.g. Mengen Nboh, Ba.fawchu, Mengen Muwa, 

Medum etc were simply and easily forced or annexed to Bali.. The present 

Bali is composed of many of our people who are willing to be out from 

'the bandage since. 

/When the 
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· When,.the British came,· one D·.o. Mr. W.E, Hunt was a friend of the·_ 
._ ' '1 .• ·, ·. . • ' . 

]ali ehief. He aized all the above lands from the owners and gave to the 

Bal ts. All the employees at that time were alm.ost all Bali s. 
·-~ 

. . ' -

Interpretera e .g. Ayaba and Simon Fosll8lll wer.e all Balis, .Messengers and 
. . 

olerks etc. In this way lre v-rere _cheated il':tr many respects. ~epoJ:'tS' were . 

llardly-listened to and. if a.Ry were by t~en, ~ey were, wongly inter:pi•éted 

and neariy very thi:ng was decided in tbe faveur-of the Balis. As a 

consiqneilce also l-l!'ong boundartes. were d.ema.rcated e~g. Bali .Bafawchu , 

boundary demarcated quîte close to the· chief of baf'awchu1 s door and the 

worst of' all in the absence of 'the people wh teh ts againèt Democracy. 

'see co:pie s of po ti t ion attached. Bee !11'. Hunt' s Memorandum No, 4 71/21 of _ 

8/9/22 t~ the Resident Buea ,parS: 1+. :Bali Megen Mboh la:nd case which is 

. still \in dispute up till now.,. 

The Mengon Mbohs llho bluntly refused to rubmit to the Balis according 
. . ' ~ . 

to the BJ::itiah Officer' s order "t-rere dri ven out of their land, now in dispute 

by the satd Officer Mr. Hunt.· They rean about Without any fixod 
-~-·· .... 

settlement and man.v really die of hunger while tho Balis use their land ,- /• 

now for farmtng. See recent inqutry by D .0 •. Mr. Goodliffe and his 

unmerciful and ver;;• disappointing judgment about the said Mengen laD;d. 

case ~ith the Balis dated 27th December 1948 - January 1949 and copies 

of which we hope have reac!led you fo:c your orin vie-ws and t1•eat.ment. 

~'his is ~ontrary to what Mr. Grogg A.D.O._ said tous at lvleta when he was 

making his intellege~ce report. The D.O. may be referred. We beg the 

Commission to visit one of the bounda.ries which ta Bamuchum-Bali just on 

the main road and about 15 minutes tnland at Mile 87 Mamfe-Bamenda Raad. 
\ ' 

One other. point ts about the Abal~a Strangers' Settlement on 

Ma."lkon Land. This bas recently boen tak(m by District Officers by :f'oroe .· 

and g i ven to one Malam Su le a Rau sa t!an to own the village and be tho Land 

Lord and act as a chief. See petition from the li.LBnkon attachod .• 

Sum..wruf_!;:qe_~.~t~ 

We have the honour to make tt clearer that by asking'for reversion of 

our lands from Bali, 't're do not mean, however, to dispossess. the Balis 

of all lands occupièd by them; neither do we mean to drive them baok to 

-where they came from at all. 

~1at we mean ls that they claim more lands than. they should possess 

or elee sliould should be given them by ua the real aborigines of these 

lands. Therefore in view of the faot that ~he true aboriginea of the lands 

have very nntch beon deprtved of their God-given lands by way of unoareful 

investigation and judgment by the.ftrst Diatrict.Officers of Bamenda 

D fvtsion •.. The Commission should kindly order revision of. these boundaries 

'\_ 1 . \ /b:r the Govermant 
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··- by the Govermnent of Nigeria •. Jf thi~ is d9ne then soma of the aboriginea 

-v;ho have Oincè been ro~i~ 'tn d~s.tr,o~~ (E>uch as -the Mengen Mboh) soJ.tüy 
. . . ' . ' ' (' ': . . '· . \ ' . . . 

· becaus</thèy fe~.red rematz:tng iJ.?. ~li. lest ~~ey be. subordina.ted., vri-11 then 

possess lFJtds where to settlo ain farm ~ happiness and peace.- Then 

tribal d1s'criminati~n and unr-~st bot~ee~ the ~Hdikum section· and the 

l3aÜs A:rea wliich has bèen' gotng on for :.o.ng time .will cease. 

\ve believe and t1.~~t that though thE? Co~tss~on is. out for Colonial . . . . . . 
Affairs as a ·whole, y'et our complainte Will find room on the table of the .. 

-\ - . 

U.N.O. il:'respective of our dÜn.un~ttve aize.· 

Wishing you a very safe journey~ .. 

We l"Elillr'lin, 
i ' • . • ~ 

. ·. Sir, 
; •' 

Your Humb~~:objects. 

1. Chief of (Signod ?in;:,rin ,N. Mamy for Ngomba 

2. Il " for Monemo . ............... • .......... 
3. ' Il Il . ( tllogible) for Ngel 
4 •. Il , .. 

Ghuba II for Noghamo 

' 5. Il. Il . . 
Asama for· Ngwaw •. 

Secretary · ------ (illegtble) 

Received at United Nations Headquarters: 22 Novemoor 1949 • 

'·'· 
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. ~ . ~ ' ... 
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To Hls F~c011oncy 
· ~he Govornor of Nigeria, 

Through The D·l.strict Officer, 
i/c Bamenda Division. . 

Your Exce1::!.ency, 

Bafo:rchu, De.menda 
22 Novémber, 'J.938. 

Your humble cerva..Tlt, Monw., Chief' of Baforct.u hu!D.bly solicit 

Your Excelloncy indulgence into my complaint concerning land dispute 

botwoen your humble servant and tne Bali :people of Bamer..d.e. Di vision.· . . 

From Mboniko to Bali is on.ly approxim.àtely seven miles, from 

Hbenidang to Manbeng is eight miles, from Mbenide.ng to my town :Baforchu 

is · 01ùy one mile. During the Gorma.n Bogime the boundary between Bali and. 

Baforchu was at Mbenid.Ullg 1 thus gi. v.en I:laforcliU Ivlbenidar;g and Mamben. 

On arrivel of tho English Rule, thio bot.u:ld.ary 1vas again mede fl~esh, thus 

depri vir.g Baforchu of the cl>ove places, including 501 raphia bush and 

103 Hou ses, wi. th no just ce:uso. ":puring t~e settl~ment of the boundary by 

Mr. Ha'\-11\:esworth, The D.O. my people and I were not present an,l therefc-:rs 

we do not at all ~~ree to the boundary he made. 

At p:reeent we are ju~t like prisonors havir~ no land to farm, all our 

land has be en taken away and gi ven to Bali people 'Ive have n:o where v to 

get bamboos for house making. 

The Restd.ent has revtewed the bormda.ry at Bs.m(;lnd.a during his last 

vioit. I am not at all satisfied witll the decision he arrived a.t, 

lvh·. Scolfield even failed to visit c;ll places durtng his revision of the 

boumaries. 

Yonr humble servant therefore praye that· His Excollenc;r will see his 

way to restore all the Daforchu lana unjuotly taken from them back. I have 

~ot commttted any offence since the arrival of the English Governm&nt in 

this country, moreovèr I understand that under th~ British flag avery body · 

'enjoys liberty. But why is i t tha.t the :se.forchus are so puni shed. 

With full hopes hopes that this my humble petition will receive 

the fullest consideration of your Excellency. 

Witness to mark and "Titer, 
J.s.sam be 
Free of Charge 

Received at United Nations Headquarters: 

I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency1s humble servant, 

.Chief Moma, .His-Nark 
(Signed): ••••••••• Labah 

Copied Labah P~blic Letter Writing 
' 2/2/l'r8 

22 November, 1949. 
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No.B.274/80 
The District Office, 
Bamenda Division, 
Bamenda, 4th January, 1.939. 

The Village Head of 
Baforchu.l · 
Ngemba·N.A~Aroa~ · 

I have to inform/ you that your peti tien asking for a review in 

the land dis:pute that yeu have with Bali ifill b~. ~erwarded te His 

Excellency, The Governor. 

2.. Yeu most however pay 1nto tbe Native Treasury the sum of t2·· 
as a cast of the revie11 and naking Üp the, ~eco;d. 

.... 
· ...... 

(Signed) ------ LABAH 
Abakpa 

(Sgd) H.N.llarcourt 
for District Offic.er; 

t/c Bamenda Division 

/C 0 P Y 
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-No. NA 1954/Vo1.2flJ./2 
The District Office 
Bamenda, 6th Fe bruary, 194 3. 

].<mi-Ba.forchu Land Dt~te: Bamenda Divisi~ 

With reference to your petition 9f 5th January, 1943, the · 

:Ban-Mbu (Baforchu) boundary has been determined by Mr. Sco1fie1d •. 

Mr. Scolfie1d7s diciaion iv·as itpheld by the Resident and fin~l1y by the 

Chief Commisstonor acting unà.er pm1ers d~ùegated to him by the Governor. · 

You have therefore a1ready pressod the matter to the highest Authority . ' . ' 

and no furthor petitions on the subJect are necessary. Your petition 

is returned accol'dingly. 

Hesors:- A, s., Tebid, 
m. Mofor, 
Timothy Tandjong ~~d four ethers 
Baforchu lv1bu Town Counci1 
Hg'3mbJ. llativ.::r Authority Area-B."'!.menda 
:B' .B .E. 

Copied by -

(Signed): (i11egtb1e) 

Latter Writer 

(Sigd) ? 

for District Officer . 
i/c Bamenùa Dtvision. 
Directed By D.O. 

\ . ' 

/From Mbu Tovm Council, 

' 
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His ExcelJ.ency ·The Governor, 
Government House, · 
Lagos, Niger~a. · 
Through The.Resident, 
Cameroons Province, 

. Buea:. -.. 

Your ~cellency, 
' ... .. 

From Mbu Town Counc·ll, 
Nsember Native P~ea, 
Bamenda Division 
Cameroons Province, 
5th Ja.nuary, 1945, · 

.... _. . 

May it please your Excollcncy to roe.d tho followi:p.g Petition from 

Your Excellency' a humble P!3titionora the mombers of the Baforchu 1 

Mbu town council, Bamenda Di'vision ~Ihtch reade as follol-;a:-

We have the honour most humbly en.'i raapectfully to state that vre 

are not fit as persona before Hia Excellency's sphero of Admintstration 

to petition to His E:ccellency most excellent-power but bf:)'tng aware ·thB:t 

His ~~cellency will listen ta his h1unble servants ta promote patter 

undel~standing bet,-;een Ris servunts have endeavoured to Place thLs our 

humble complaint before him for his J:,ost co"nsiderate and fatherly assistance, 

lle havo the honour most humbly ancl respectfully to bring before 

Ris E::cellency that before tho a.O.vent of the British Administration in the 

Cameroons, after th~ great Wa.r of 1914, the land now under dispute was 

- entiroly our land. In order to brtng the matter in to liGht to His 

Excellency, vre beg to state that tho former chiefs to whom our ancestors 
. ·, .· 

were keepiDG close boundary wore:- (1) for the Baforchu 1 Mbu town, wàs 

late Moma (2) for Baguza.z13, Mbaaku, (3) for Mbunji- Fonje!l{;o Mbakurewen, 

(4) Menjonè late Mba, (5) Bome, Take, (6) Brulde, Ngwafor, during this· 

period there was no dispute betwcen tho soroundtng chiefs menttoned of the 

respective boundarios with such overwhelming dlfftculties as we are 

experiencing tn this daye. 

As time went on the Bali people come from the north as etrangers 

seeking for a place for settlement. They were recetvdd by the aborigines, 

and ullowed ta aettled in the lund together with our Aneestors for some 

t1.me "'ThEm after thoy began to seize the land and other belongings of the 

. Aboriglnes which tead into several tribal _struggles. Tho invading Bali 

p~ople had influence of extending their troubles aeainat our Ansentora 

because ·our Aneestors vrere not living in one p,lace separated in distances 

cauaed l:>y the variation of the land and were alwaye at the 100rcy of the ! 
"/QJl p y \ 
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. Balis who -liveJ. in large numbers w.ith snccessfUl attacks •. · .. 

illien the Germans took up the Admi.nistration .of the Cameroons ~hey 

met the overvThelming d:Lfficulties involved. the_ disputes usually_ brought 

on the subjects and we cen still rem('mber. that one .Officer -by name 

Houptmant Somefeld and Missionariea one of whom we can still rember to 

be LetmbE~.chor brought peace by_ cutting ,off Pal't of our land and added · to 

the Balis, though we were not sa·tisfied but surrend.er1l1g on terms:that 

the peace was made· by -our able Mtss:tonaries. We were not .satisfied on , . ·· .. ~ . ' . ' ·- . 

groun.ds that ottr land yas eut off and given to Balis whieh we .did n9~ _; .. · .. 

expect eould _be doue. There our mtnds were agitatil1g from .time to time .... , 

on the puzzling questi~ns and the -hOl'ribl~ inconveniences ·of _the population 

for the small area of land which d.id not suffice the general needs of . 

the commtmi ty for fa1:•mtng and even proper place t'or building. 

After the Germane have gone away the in result of the Gl·eat War 
. ·;' :· i. . " .·. ', 

of 1914, the Balis became more and .,?re .e~er to extend the bou:ndary 

into our. land_ and began to ley f:t•èqi.ient r~qÙisitions before the British 

Government in result of wh-teh lllO".!."e land h~ve been given to them. from 

our land making tho poat ti on of· our people more da:ngerous t.han what i t 

was in the past days as settled by the. G-ermano. They .succeeded in 
' " 

acquiring otl!' lands because wo had patience over the aettlement made 

previoualy which vTe were not satisfied. In the. la.ter area given to 

them d.Uring the advent of the B:ri tish Adm:1-ni_stration included one . 

hundred houses and many raphia ·bushes, belng of great value to the 

people of our land for the pUl~pose of f~ing and wine from the raphia 
' f 

palin.:;; which a;.·e now the sole ownership of the people of Bali who have. 

not suffered to palant them. 

Y our Excellency will note that by the our minds were agi ta ting 

over the question, and '\le have all united under one sent~ment with the 

love of peace and law to appeal to His Elcceilency 1 s most excellent povrer, 

wtth the determtnatton that we shàll not gi ve up the question until Otl!' 
. . ,· ' 

land be restorod to us end this case will continually extst from 

generation to generation for eoln.tion to justify us. From our tm-m. 

to the town of B.üi ta about seven miles and from our town to the 

boundary extended for Ealts ts just a quarter of a mile from all 

directions round us e. tribc m~m.b(;)ring some one thousand and five hundred 

people into such a smSl.l piece of land -while .the land is ours from time 

of iirJIIlemortal. 

Yo\tr Excellency's most humble petitioners have always been_ laytng 
' . 

frequent complainte to the vartous District Offîeers in our Division 

/even to the 
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even to the Resident in charge ·of· thë :Prévince ·but thcre lias not 'beên·-

a' definate ans·wer to' end th ta questi6li ·against our' people over -th~ir'' '; 
repeatéd':cries'before· the authoritie·s·. !h ce:i:'tairi intel'Vala seme of ·· 
·the Adllltnistrative Officeré: have vt·aited our town to · invèstigate the : _·,. ·. 

posttion which·-'t-re· believe have seon the gangeroue position·tn \oihi.cii· 1re \t 

are placed but when thèy returri no reply to ua; • 'Î 

Under ·the se oeroumstanèes of grec,t d.oubts against the troubles: · :.;:~: 

of our· people which we are also refe"-."ring wè have petition to His ... · 

];xcelloncy ,· that· b8ing fo.thor of the fatherless to gra·cious mercy ·~cl '.: '·•:, 

power· lies to meet our petition fa'vourably mtxy see té our pètltÙ)ri'ând. · '.::.' 

e:waiting His·Excellency1s riloct excellent and considerate re·ply··au the: ;- :·· 

earliest cénvenienc~. 

·We have the.honour to be, 
Sir, 

HRSN •. 

~our ExcelJ.encyt a mos~ humble 

(Sied) A.S. Tabid 
Il 

" 
" 

E. M. Mofor 
Timot-}V Tandjong 
M. Achu 

'~ -~ ' .. ' 

loyal subjects. 
,· 

This is to ocrtify that the above petit·lon haa boen wrtttcm at the reqU:est 

of the pètitioners and they oonfirm bef ore us· that 1. t c6r!~ains · nothinj 

more than theil" e::-..-pressions and term dictated to the 

S. Hà.ansi N. Mn.kum · 
vli tneased this 5th da.y of January' 1943 
Wri tten by ll.TS Ngingt· L'etter vT.t'i'ter . 

Cameroous .11rovlnce 
Thumbprints of:-

Aeongwed ( Signed) : 
k:hdi 

. . ~' 

........ La bah 

r;w·t)t i . 
1-!.r-onikon 
A:·.:-.n.jt vlaafo 
~·c r.·J .'\chu 

Copied b;-;r Vo-.':ah l?u.lllic L. Com. 
2/r·. 1 •-

(j .' . .Le ?.o~ ·t~ le) 
M~rc.ul.-3 l:'omba.T1g 

.. , ~ 

... : 
•\f, ,, 

~; ~~ •, ,·tt 

• j ••• 

J . ~ : .. : . '1:.' .. '_. ~ t 

/I.rou (Baforchu l) 
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Tl1s Chief Gomrnissioz~, 
Ee.stern Pl'oviheoo, 1~. 
On toux• :Barcenda Il i vi atc:n, 
'I'll.co r s The S .D. 0. 
i/c Bamen(l_a Div1,cion1 
Ea:.r..onda. · 

Y our Honour, 

Hbu (l3e.fo~~chti.. 1} 
HgeLlba N ~ A, kcee. 
Ba~e:nd.a D-t vtsior. .. · 

· T:' . .,;., .. ,.,l,,..,.,. lC~.-;, 1'·;,,,;· .• _....,.,~,:/ ·JJ........ ·.,l''to. 
' . 

I attach hore;q-ith cÔpi~~ ot l\6ttt,iotUi1 &l.d. replies from tlie · 

Dtst.rict Offi~e~s tn tripJ.eeu• ~(iat1~t ·tM :tanà. dls~~ite betwt:len Mbu 

r (.Ba.:to:..~chu l) and :Bali for you:r kir..d cono·ldel•at~on. 
2. Your lionour is to \1.:8 a.s e, snckltng méthor, and ·lf a ch·tld 

is"hungry it must ory out till it i.s suclcled. Binee vre ctartecl crying 

'\>re ha~ not been S"J.ckled., and I nmr hmn.bly beg that .. you J:l.sten t? .our cry 

and. suc kle us sh\ 
' 3. The onJ.y piec:.~ of fertile land of Mhn was .seized. and given 

tc Balis uho e.ro more etrangere· who cm11e and met us thore, so that :tbe 

l~hoJ.e of MbL1 people are suffertng from hungér si nee this was do ne and. 
\ 

the :popula.tion of my :peo:9le ë.ecreaoe every year as .it io quite obvious 

that tt.ings cen not bread. well :t-Tithoilt food, The barron land. of_ stone 

on hills on -v:hich we live cannot produce to auffice enou.gh food for 

the whole tènm~ If you are ab"!..e to vieit this, you will reclly sympe,tise 

wtth your pqor :petition.er. 

h. Our -:petitions agatnst this have always been invaJ.ided. and as 

~:on:;.~ honour is here- in person, I he.ve the confidence that something. good 

Will b9 dona to im.eh mray ·t~e tea:..•s from your servents eyes. · If Your ' 

Honour goes throUgh the petitions attached, you ~vill sée that the 
. ' 

Bé..f'orchus were de:prived of their 103 houses, 501 raphia bushes, thousands 

oi their :plar..tains· ferma, bro1ru1as yamo, coc~yams and maixr- other(several 

crops i1hich -v:ere:> then on the oulti Yatod plots. 
. . ' . . ' . . Il . . 

5,· The British po:ticy is thut everyboa.y should enjoy freedom and_ 

the benefits oi"his la.boul's, Why uas J3afor~hu deprtved.of her's, by the 

~ British Go.V.er:mnent lilien she (Br. Governrc.ont') is known in tho 1iB.ole world 

~l t:l.S ll :poaco rno.lœr" •. vlas this unc01Î1patior...ate act a punisÙment to any crime 

' /committod 
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commi tted. by the Baforchu ·l; if so .;,.r:tich is tho.t for I cru.1. not romember 

of a.Yly crime collJI!iHted. 6:1. ther by me or f.my cif my people since the 
. ' 

I3::-i tish tock over this 1!..0.:nd.ate. 

6. . I am. anxiously vraitlng for your Honourg s favom."'e.ble :i."'f~J.y 

which I have hopes that it will mocUfy my sorro-vrs., ~rJ.e ea:;-:ly Po~:.ltioal 

Ofi'lcers coulo. only rely on the tricks of the Bali as the differo::1t 

vtllagGs \·muld not u;:~..iersta...ï.d the English language a.."ld id.eae T'n.e Bali . 

t.:'r!8n m.ad.e a bid for land occupation and they succeeded in seizi:ng land 

f:':'o:m t:he villages around. thsir village. 

7. Tho Bali-J3aforchu boùnè.ary vras made in the absence of the. 

~.::;.forchu ]eople without evid.ence from the beth parties. The unfortunate 

I:JBn and women of Baforchu iwre de:privod of their properties and the 

land which is the life of tho people. 

8. I had a dispute wlth the Bali people over one raphia bush during 

the G-erman Rnla at a place called 1-TI:iei.:ankaw and it uas sottled then thè 

boundary was fix at a pl3.ce caJ.led Mbenada13 a.TJ.d we then 1 i ved peacef'J.lly 

till the ,British cnme and my land a.."ld. properties were taken and given to 

:Bali in my absence. Bali people wcre etrangers from Chamba north of 

the Di vision; cnma and m.et me in my land and ho-vr can the B:ï."i tish 

Government deprive me from my land and give to strangers without my 

evidence? 
. . 

9. I am now puttif1g this my humble petition to Your Honour and. if'he 

thinks it beyong his settlement I may be permttted to take this my 

complaint to any Court of IJaw where justice will be sought and where my 

wttnesses vrill provo my case. 

109 Since the land ar~l my p~operties were taken, I applied for a 

review to the Resident an~ he came to Bamer4a but did not visit the land, 

he did not call the :Bali people together wtth me or my wttnesses but 

he only told me that he confirmf.ld the judgmont of the D.O. I also 

ap:plied for review to His :Excellency The Governor of I'Hgeria in November 19~ 

a.~ no an~wer has been roceived. Seo attached petition dated 22/11/38 
ana. the D.O. f s lEr~ter No. B. 574/80 iiatod 4th January 1939. f.-2 paid 

for reviow but not heard. I submtssi vely beg You::- Eonour to inspect t~e 

lâ.!"1d in persan to see how t~e pe~ple aro suffering for which only an 

eye witness will serve beat.. 

11. , My peti.t-lon of the 5.Îl/lt3 1·rs.s returned on the 6.12/43. on grounds 

that Mr. Scolfteld!s decision lta9 final but the D.O.'s latter No. !3.574/80 

written before then requestod me to pay ~2 before Ris Excellency will 

review the case and which I did pay. Since then nothir~ was heard. 

Why my petition of the 5/1/43 was returned I do not k:nr1u. I otill desire 

/that the \ 
( 
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that the bounctary a.iopute ~ be revto~A-. ± haé1 . eiready I>aia t:2 

for the i'oe and if' mor~ .. is reqtU.:bed. ± ~ll. be readY to pay. ·. 

1~~ ~ ~- Oonêe~n~ the_ saiâ piece of land. taken from il1e and my people 

I }::l10'1-T that thère: vTUS ·a case between the l3a.lis and IIlJBelf concel:'nthg 

Native d.wnf ·~ow ànd this case was tried ~n the D.O. •s Court and the· 

dectston 't.Jas that the l3ali chief should ·pay me ~25 ân:d I should return:. · 
' . ' ' 

the cows •. The ~25 to be paid wa.s due. to i,:.he i'eedtng of the cows 'While then .· 

during my absence the D.O~ c~e ._and tookJn.Y land and tho cows. and gave 
' ' ' --/ . . 

to the :Ba110h1ef, 

13. Accordtng to hmv land disputes have been'settled he:re, there ·. ·· 

should.- be·· some p.eighbouring chief a b\1.t this wa.s not the çase in .mine~ 
,. 1 -·· • • • ' ' • ;· ,· ,,_., ' • • • 

It _was ~ort_h callil'lg some- of the ~eighbouri:ng' chiefs to witness thi~. 

Failing to do so me ans there was so;me inj\1-Ztice. somohow, and. tht~; waa · .. · · · 
. . . 

settled. entirely in my .absence and no wttnesses. 
•, . : . . . ' 

1_4: •. , .The. suf:f'erings of yotu·- faost humble pettti.oner and_ h,is :peoJ_)l~. 

are bey~-md. im&<3~natton .and tt wtri bs 'a r~:Ael"klng 4istory if. Your Hono.U+ ... 

would suffer to have a view of th1.a lfUld in dispute and set~lo Jt !~- t}l~ \: 

sati_f!factton p~= both part i.e s.. . : .-

.. Should this meet· yeu!' lq.nd consideration_, I wilL be very gratefUl. ",•. . •, . . ' . . . '• ' 

·~ ' . ' :.• '·l' 

' f . " . 

I l:lavo the hon'?UX' to be1 'r• 

Sir, . 
Yoü.rhumble ·petittoner~ 

.Thomas Ata11ga for' Chièf .-Morna of Mbu · · 
liis :Mark •• ~... . . 
· (Ftngor:.print· 

· !Îlarke:d ho~.'e) 

This -is·.to certtfy that the above has boen written at the reg_uest of the .. 

petitioner:and. arter it has be$n read,. aild explained to him in his . 

vernacular; he' èonfirms that it' èontains Iiothing more than hia àuthortti~a 

and e~rossio.ns dictated to the 1-rri to;t'.i. ·. 

Witneasod blf -.- . Sigr!ed.) f • •,.; ~. ~'" Labah . . : 
. Labeh Public Let tor w.ri ting Company. 

:· ' 

!,•. 

. '. 

·: : ·~ 

: .. i 

l'lo. 8663. · · · · . 
Foe charged for tbree copies· 15/~ 

. (fi.fteen ahilllngs) _ 

) ~ ' . 

··'. '. 

\, ,. 

.. ' . ' 

.•. 

/From A tanga V .rr. of Mbf'ltu 
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The Distl:ict Officer 
i/c J3aro.onda Di vision, 

Bœnonda. 

',:;. 

.. ·,. 

From A tanga V .J:I. · of Mbotù. 
for the Counctllors 
!1gcmba Area 

Bamenda Di v. 
Barnonda. 

11/12/48 

:BALI - BETU (Babitu Land Dlc,l?uto) 

Sir, 

\ 

1 on behalf of the Mbotu Councillors encl villa.gers have the honour ·,. 

most s"..tbmissively beg to brins this my humble petition before you for your 

kind considero.tian and reads as follC1·TG;;,. . ' 

Tho Dis+.rict Officer, if he roads throuch tho intelligent reports, 

he will see. 'f:;hat the Balis came from the Char,lbor North a.."ld ~1i th the ir 

tricks they managed wi th the help of the Gorrnans anù. mado monopoly Of . . 
the lancls ·or ·the ·S'.l.rrounding· villages. 

The Mbetu land liee and still bcars tho naDlo of l1betu but. the ;Balis 
. . 

'·i.ntèrpret i t as Bab·Ltu which is o. aure proof that the land is ours. 

When the Balis came from the North we were on this land and with their 

solftsh attitude they led tho Gormans wer agatnst us and ~w escaped to 

Ma.nkon. While e.t Ma.nkon class conflicts begon and wo roturned to ou~: . 

mother land. V.'hen we roturned wc sottled at tho pro sont si te. Wo 

continued farming and there uas no trouble. Seo evt;n on tho map of 

Nigeria the only mountain notod in Bamonda Division is Babitu l4ountatn; , 

tho great mountain now on our land but occupied by tho _Balis• An3r · 

Adniinistrative Officcr intorostod tn your humble potitionor's cry and 

should likc to view thts land; vrill fall ln s;ympathy at. seeing our fig 

trees, rafia bushes, .KOlanut troes our plncoo of worshi~ing ote. 

· We continucd doi:ng f armi.ng toget.hor and as t ime vrent on they found · 

that tho Mbotus woro. in posse<Jston of very fortilo land o:x:peo:i.ally Nitohn:) 
/ 

Are a alis Udabu. The Bal i.s now torm i t Naka. They s·cartod g_uarroll tnt:V 

. wi.th certain Mbetu people roach1ng i.ts climax botiroon Munjlke of Ubetul.'

a.nd Kobe an Ex-German soldier of Bali, The Bali a sot tho 11botu houses ) 

on firo. In fact a lot of destruction was donc. Tho D.O. wus vra.rranted, . 

oscorted by Atangamuwa of Mbetu. Unfortunately for tho I•lbetu peop;te 

all the African staff who accompani~d the D.O ., tho inturpreter was a (
0 

c 

Bali end the ~olice Sorgoant vtz N'~oti was a Bali. Tho poor Mbotu · \J 
people ~re totally oppro~sod and deprivod of thetr lancl t~~l now. 

/The Mbetq 
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The Mbetu bo1tnd.ary which the· chtof' aa1d :ehould be at a stream call 
-:: . t ' 

"!nnndo"; e, boundary <ç.ri th tho 1-!ung~n~~ but .not Bali. During the course of; 

tho Ad.Ltints.trative Offtcer's. discuss, ·the late chief of.Mbetu was sttJ~ 
• ' . 1 ' 

convlcced to agree onc.e agâin for beth :Bali and l<lbetu to continue farming 

toeether·. 'thè tm:no poop1u of l•thetu dtàn•t see with their chief and _ 
'·'> • •• • - .r 

loft in annay ance and Wi th different opinions. The few who 1-rere stÜl 

strucglirJG to ferm on the disputod lond having 110 bu:pporto~s._wore; ~ ··' . 

tormented and loft tn' d1.sgust wholo l:'.nd. ont ire. , , .. : : .· 

I ,cm ml.bmi tti?G ta the c.blo District Off1cor- tha,t ne true bmmdèf~·. · 1 

line was mad.e between the :ne.li mi.d 1•1betus and I solfott on beliaif ~ · ' : -~. 
. ' -~' 

of ~people who have been d.rivon ~d fenced·round wtth hills: and· . •( 

stenos that the J? .Ci. on boha'Lf of His Majestyt s G-overnm.ent may loolo:. 

into this state of affai:rs if. thio dtffioulty· could bo. so1vod. for hi13 most· 

, humble pott tioner. 

1 

i 
.! 

" 

Shotùd this :r',oot yottr k'tr..d eonsidcœe.t1.on1 anet a bourulary bo ftxod, · 

we shall· bo very grateful. . -:.-. 

I llavo the honour to be Sir, . · i 
· Your r~um11le .potittonor 

' ' ' ' 

· A tanga V .H. ·for 'His· CovnciUor~ . . . 
..... 

Rie right · thu!;l.b Prin t' (mal"'}~ed heré) 
. ' .. 

This ts to certify that tho abovo .has boen witten at reg.uèat of the· 

potiti.oner and that aftor 'i t !ms beon road and. e;x,:plainE>d to him in the · 

Mbetu languago he conftrms· that {t contains nothing more than his · 

a.utharittos and c;x:pross'l,ons d-Lctated to the writor fo;r tjle D.O! · J3amcna.a. ·, 

Witnoss: · (sienod) M. B •. -( Ulegiblo) 

. . .. . '''. 

','. '' ., 

.. , ... · . 

. . .... 
<' ' 

(Signoa)· , •• · ••••• ·La bah 
B;r Lâbah Public Lottcr 
· ·· ï:rt ting Compan;y-
Fee roc~d.vcd ~or 3 coirlos 
12/• (twe1vo shlllinsà) 

.. 
. ..... 

' -.. ... , 

•. -~ ' . 

... . . ~ 

. J 

·:· \ .... 

:· . . ~ ...... ,., ' 

·)c oP Y.,-

' ·~ ... 

. ~ .- '• '· 

•, '-'· 
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Throu13h The District Offi.cer, 
1/c Eaoenda Division, _ 
Thra' The Rosidont, 
B'.wa,- Caineroons P~ovtnce, 
Th:co' The Chief Coil"..niss i.oner, 
Enugu, E:1storn Provinces, 
To His ~{oellency The Govornor, 
Laces Iageria. 

Your Excolloncy, 

Ô'OP1_ 

M B U ( Bafawchu 1) 
Ngooba N.A •• \rea, 

, Bem.enda Di vision, 
13th Decom.ber, l948. 

HPU • Bel1. Land Di m"~ute. --
Your Excollency1 s humble potitioner is Chief Moraa of :Mb~ 

(Bafo:wchu 1) and tho enttre people of ]afavtchu, ln the Bo.monda Di vlsion, 

Cameroono Provtnco. This mtmblo petition craves his Excellency's 

indulgence in the long standing land. dispute between Mbu and llali. 

2. Your Excollency's addross recently at Bamenda givos each 

fai thful e11d loyal subjoct of Y our Excelloncy the ho:po, fui th ar1d 

bolicve that in Your Excellency1 s hands juotice is thore. 

S. Bofore the coming of the British i.nto this country Mbu and 

Bali livod peacefully; thero 'ro.s no quostlon of boundro~y dispute.- Lut 

whcn tho British Governmont cono, 'and tho Eali peopJ.o ooizing tho 

opportuni ty that tho thun ?oli ti col Offi.ccrs ln l3amonda hud fc.vour · 

in them, brcught about falne claim.s of our land. 

4. As a result tho Bali- Bafavchu boundary l'Tas dcm!:-!.rcatod in 

the absence of the Bafmv-c'!:nl mon, aJld 'I·TC hnd to loso 103 hou~es, ?01 

raphia bushes end other food crops. This was no justice. 

5. I appltod for the Rosid.ont 1 s rovimv- and on his arrival in 

Bamenda, docl!ned to vis1t the le~ in dispute, and sim~ly confirm.ed 

the decision of l.fr. Schof~old. Not satisfied with this one sided 

doceston, we e.sked for the Chief Cotl!llisstoner' s intervention and 'v-as 

askod tc puy :1;2 fee, which î paid. 

6. Nothing happonod and we, Your F~coiloncy's humble petitionor 

only conclud.od and bolioved that tho s~o Political. Officers who had 

faveur for the Bali a wh ile in Brunenda had the /decisions thon in thoir 

hands at Buea, stnco thoir replies wero the same. 

/7 . Now that 

li 
1 

'1 
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7. Now that we are told tha~ the nowers of the District Officera 
~~ . 

. ~ . 1 ~ . :·:~: -

and the Resident and. also the Chief Commissioner ro.•e exhausted, Ye solicit . . 
His.Excellency1s èwn.intervention in the matter. We are propared to pay· 

'11ho.t eyer fees which 'Ive În.ay be aeked to pey end ask mos·t humbly that the . 
bounë.Qry question between ourselves and be started afresh. 

8. Coptes of tho followtng correspondances lthich will t:llrow ~tght 

as to our crievances are attached. From the tone of the ·District · 
.:1 

ûfficer end the Resident' s lettors Ris Excelle:ncy '1\1.11 see that "1-."6 have 

not boen trea.ted jUstly .â:t .ill. In the :Bri t1sh R'.:tle ever:,./ one is . , 
proud to have juotice, and juet-J.ce haa beon â.em1ieà. us, a.Il4. -v;hy? 

He ro·e, at a loss, .we ar~ at sea o.tld not k.nowtr..g -whi the:r ive m·e bound. to; 
~ ' ' ., ' . . . ' -

but pray for His ~cellency1 s Oi(.n 1ntorvention. I attach herewith:-

(a) Copy of my petition clet·.Jd 10/2./48, 
(b) " 

(.c) " " 

Il Il 

9~ The ortginal of this"potitt.:m ilil bo·lng for\-rsrded direct and 

coptes· _to t~oush the Dietr~ct Oi'ficcr, whtch I hope ho will forward. 

through the. usuel cha."lllela. 

10 •. '\<lhilo anxtously waiting to hoar from Your Excellency, . . . : ' .. 
I havo the honour to be, 

Your ]Z{cellency's humble sèrvant, 

Chief Momo. of f.1bu.·R.T.I. 
' 

.; Th.is is to certify that tho above has beon rTri tton at the roquest 

of the peti tioner and aftor i t has be en read. end ex:plainod tb l~im. in 

hi.s vcrne-cular, he confirmG · that i t contains nothi::.1C np:t•e than h).s 

authori ti. os and oxprc ssions dicteted to the ~~i ter. 

lV:. tnos sed by: (Sicnod) ••••••• ~Labah 
1 . 

----....--··--
Label+ ?t1blic lettor 1-1ri ttng C6ppany, .' 
No. ~3C63. . . . 
Fee cher~ed for 5 coptes 
. . .Cl : (one pound) 

' . 

/C.O P Y 
. \ :' 

. / ' 

"i 

•• ''f 
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His Honour Ihe Chief Comm, 
Enusn Eastern Provlnces, 
Thro' ~he Resident, 
Eue a, Cameroons Provtnce. 
Thro' 'l'ho District Officor, 
t/c Benenda Division, 
Bemenda. 

Sir, _ 

d 0 p y , . 

From Moma ~epresenttng V.H. ot 
:Sa:n:tU.chm:n., Hgemba N Area 

Ramenda Division, ~ 
:Srnr.endà, 2nd Janu.~:.1:ry 1949. 

Brunuchum - Bali Land Dispute • 

I have the honour most humble bog to forward this ~r humble 

petition before you for .your kind conntdèratton am1 roeds as folJpws. 

Your most humble petttionaro grtova.'1.ces cotùd not bo inU110rgtned 

except one pays e. visit to· the land we cry for. · I am sure that most 

of the Administrattve off-leers uho pc_ssod. thoU[~h otl.l' village will seo· 

tho unjust clalms of tho llali people on our mother land. He have beon 

surroundecl by the Balla and '\va have no we.Y to go out for fcu~mtng. 

When '\'1'0 loft i'Tedikum w'B settlod on the present si tc. t'ie '\vero 

bound on the East by the llabotu people and the Basnngu on tho West by th~ 

Bafavrchu people, on tho north by the Manli:on end tho B:.1ll1Ull(3en. In fact 

'\ve vero all from the sar:J.e tri be a.."'ld farmod gcnol'ally ·ut thouJ;; any 

dem~cating bou!ldarles. 

After sotletimo tho 13alis ccJne from the Chambe;t" North vi th tho ir 

selfish attitudo and settled ·wl.th tho llililruubat but '~·i th ·this they "'mre 

drt von by the :Bali Kum.bats by tri bal we.r to Ea:froiJG and from thel'O they· 

worc allowod to where they are new by thu Bt:.mungens. The elever rogues 

remained peacefully wi th us but as -they uero no:n:ads 1 t appoE.Jrs thoy came 

i.nto contact vTit.h the very firot Europoans -vrho camo to the CE:lllleroons and 

so whon Dr. Zincraft came people \fere afra id to got ne al' him and the 

only people who undorstood him 1-mro the :Sali po-o:plo. '.l'h0y thon led tho;n. 

round the surrounding villages r-.nd for no pro:per caüso but lack of 

und.orstandi!lB and misintorpretati.on by the Bali. :people who were.then 

r 
» 
1 

'· 

the only lead.ing :people. In reality, tho Balis waged no direct war 

agatnst any of the villages excopt t:w one they conduct to Bande put 

roturnod ivl th Great lossos. Four German Officers, were ktllod and a very 

.large numbor of the Ball people. i\ 
This wrong information and mistntel;';Pretation continued even up to 

/the t ime the 
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the tim,e the British took ovcr and. l :am §Ure yot\r Honour vronld agree' With 

mo tha.t an stra.nger who goes to a strango country will f'ind more pleasures 

irl.th any:hbdy who cen understànd.' him and this is why tho Ba.lis gainod the 

fav_o~r~ 'of. the Germano.· ··T~e Bali continued with theil• trtcks to th~ 
~ ' 

Brttish toak ovor a."ld the: leading tribe occuping rosponsible post were 

the ]ali à. '111ey first droye away tl}.e l:3abetus and thon the l3amull3ens 

and thon finally they came to use but thore was a. riot and .one Adr:linistrati,ve 
- . ,. ,· . ' . ' -·· 

Officer camo and. coursed us to be arreoted and i-rhile we 'tvere still und(Jr , · 

the impriso:nment c3l'ns were me.d.o in our absonce., ·'Hhon 'tiO'·retu:t'nod· wo · 
. . 

forïvarded many petitions to the D .o. and tho Resident but they were 

invalided and retUl~ned to use. 

;r_ a.lll appealtng to Your Honour .that. no. prope!' boun~ary .was made .. 

and.,.-this could have beon ud:uttto.d. and Obsc;-ved only if. our witnesses 

hed appeared and i t should he.ve been done in OJ.ü' presence. I agree to 

pay aiJY · sum chargai.>le for the recordlnG ~md. survoying of .this bo'\lnd.ard •. 

. :.-.With the l;l,bove I have conf'Ldence that Your Honour •Wo-q.ld ltsten 
' ' ' ' ' •• J' • •' 

' . 
to th~ ërtcs of. his poor PE?ti.tionor and cause tho ab9ve boundary to be 

/ 

reyised,-. 

...... I hava the honour to be,· 
Sir, . 

Your llumble.Potittonor, 
1·1oma For V .H. :Bamuchtun. 
Hic thtUllb l'rtnt. 

(!:!c~li::od her~) 
.·, .· 

This ta to cortify tlmt tho above has beon ,n~ttten at .tho roCJ,uost . . . . ' ~ . . 

of .the po~t tiono,r and thut ci'tor it he~s. beon re~d and o.x.plai,ned to J:lim . 

in h~s vorna.cular he confi:•ns that it contains nothlng mol~e thfu"l his 

authprities and expreesi~n dictat~~ ~o-tte wri~o~ for tho Chief Cornmiaetoner 

Enug\;t. 

Wit~ ••••• 
. (Sisnod) M~kus Tso 

.. 

'(Sil;nocl) ••••• ~ ••• Le.bah . 
Labah Publiè Letter Vlriting Co. 
Foe recui vod for 5 ·-copies· 0..5/
( Ono pound five shillings) . 

/From Chief 



< · -To B:{{Honour the. Chief 
\. Qommtssioner, 'Eastern Provinces, ,· . 

_ Enugu, · Througl:l . tho Re aident Bue a~- . 
·~ , :. CCameroons. 

·, Your Honour, 
. •'; ' 

Fl'Om Chif3f J. Boji of Mengen · ;· 
Muwa, F; l;lbakurewan, of lhnt; .: 

·and followol"s, c/rp Chief .. G.R.Mba 
of Batibo Nogamo Aroa, . 
:Bamenda Division, Cameroona; 

, 7th January, 1949~ .· 

-· •,', ' ' ~ ~ ; 

'.t' 

·: : May it ploase lUs HonoUr ~o:,road thts humble petttion of your~ ... 
most humble petitionora Chief J. :Bojf; · F •.. Nbakt.lrewan, and followers of: 

< ' ' 4•' ' r • • • ~ \ • ' ' '_ • ·- ~ 

i :aant; who are induced by injustice to seek JOU"!J timoly assistance and .:.-. ~. 
. ' ·". ,., 

l,"edreBS Which reade ·a a follOl·7iilCS! • ·. : '' .. · 

:: ·. We. ha~ -the_ honour to approach H~e HonoUl"t'a most cr;maidc,rato and father!y, 

, . as~iatanc~, against the inju,atico ·and '\'lillfull ill-t:L"eatment actuated by .. 

the Chief of Bali aàatnst ua. He beg to state in full _bofore His Honour . 

that although we are. in Bali here ruling o~ ow.n'roa1y familias, we are 
.• 1 ·'' 1 ,.. • ' • . 

not mcmbers amongst the people ·of Bali who are justice str~ers in thls. 

",·land. We ar~ the rightf~l chief~ who had this land which is nol·; culled_:-

. \. :BaJ.i .Area, beforo. the coming of ·tho ::Jali :people from Chroubo;r>. The Bai(i. 
chiot' and. hia. follo~ors come from Chambor an<). IQ.ot us in this land, end . ·<:' 

. • . . ~ : . ~·, 1 

we rocotved them in as etrangers. Tho correct namo given to this làrid., ', _ 

w:htch -~-~ now called Bali, -~a Ntrolknh cmd Ntankah chiofa and their pooi·,J.e; ' 

are m~mbers of th~ vlid,ik.um tri be, .uho orriginated from Tadlron in Ba t'ibo 

village~ .in ~çhe Mo3amo 1\rt~a. - 1-Iflen ·the Bali .people loft -Chambor ~ came- ' 

here, we received them in as· etrangers. Since \hoy cel!lo end met us in - · _ 

·this land, we h~ve. not even etep of this lru:d, and stay somewhore else ,_ 

but wero all the t--imes iD. our respe~t1.vc villages, ruling our mm ·;·eo:ple, _ 

who ·are mombers of 'tho ·WidH.-um tribe, inclu.ding ouraelvo~. Now·, seeing that 

we are ~~t ~om one famtly wtth the Bali people, uè have wri tten that the ; 

',.Chief Coi!IIllissioner sees 'that .a boundry bt:l nlaa.e betwoon us and the 13ali · 

.. people, so that we foUow our ow brothers end our mm. family at 13ati'bo . . . 

. ~gama Area, wher·e we can una.erstand ou:rselves; and· also ste.y peacei'uly 

·~a we were b~:t'ore,. be fore . tho coming of tho Bali people from Chambor • 

We have ccnaidor and eee no reason .why the eovormnent should must us 

: w~th the B:alf Chief aiid. his. people, 'vhén we are· fr~m ~ different tribe 1 . ''~.--
. ·- that ta .vlidiku.mtribe. ·we are from tho fam:tly of the Widikum .tribe, . 1'~ 

' ' .·. ·'_ ' '. . ': ' . ( 

· .e.nQ. 'tt is good that tP,e Govornmont separ~to u.s froni, joining one court wi. t: ,\ 

:_, ~ ';. . •• , _:.: .. ,· .. J ·:· ..•• ·.: /t.he peopl} 
-- • = , . ~, " n 1 



.. :~,·.·t~~ ;peè>?i·~ ·ar·J3tllt who .. ;a. fro~·· 9~CJ1h~à~ 't:tbJ~· and -~io~~ ~~e ,st~~or.~' 
, out ·to be under our rU.li.ngs. : 1!~ bavo ~~et.L 'that the. l3aii· Chiof~ 'ts-:·~·" . 
' tlJ.-tr~ritlng' us very much, b;,·~~lng~hts fellow nÎ~~ ta ent~r ~io,bur ol.'D.,• 

_\'~- .- ·. ~ ._.~:· ,. -. - - ~. _,:·__ ·:- ,. - \ _· ·. -_ :. --~ • • . ·.·' .. · .. ·. ~: .;'" :'! _,. ·',. ,··-.-: ._·_ ·. -. ;::r~--;, 

,' ~lands ·ana. start to occupy our.>farm lands with· palm treês,- Cola IX·:r:ts .trees··.~.) 

·. · .and.·.mruJ.y. other arti~les of .the. ~~xd."tvhich.· m~e ,ou~_. 6·wn bolci~ing::!, '.arid·:·tiie<~:J~"~ 
' ·, /: ·_~ ··~<\•' . . ' 1 .• -•. ' . ' • ' -: - . ''. '" \ - . ' ': _:.._: --;. :: -:·.~ ',;:-~·:: ~-·}:~~-~~\ 

reason: of his do·.i.:ng so1 ~· don1t lmow;;.' The Chief ot lbli' is forc#ng· .. r:·: ·>::X·;~:·· 
' r_~ .••• _,_··-·, ' ' '.; -.~ ., •• '·'-': .• '·. ,':,-, • :·,~·,.' _.;;' -~ '.'·._", ~: .': ,">,,~,_,_:·.': .,_-'---~---r::~~--~~ .. 

'/us to ·do free labour to ?dm as-his ·slaves·,· which w ~ rtght. o"tihers ·of{:{';')~·:'\·\~.:. 

· ·; tho fe.nd so :~a11 Bali. don1t thtnk o~ b~li:e~~ 'that1 péo;l.é: c~ tofced~akrii~':;i:r~:~~: 
·-.. ~ : .·:·· -- >/, . .. . ·-~ . ·_,., __ :· :._-!'. :·· ·.: - . ··- -~": . :· :· ·_: ,· ~_:·;_ .~ .. -~-- · .. -::.<. ~ :_·;~-· .:·~:·ir~',~·t·;~I:~·~-:~i 
·. t? do -~ny free labour as slaves, :at this present· ttm9·,qf the,_ B;ritl~h_f:l,~·::V: .• -:;/; 

; of ,froedôm~ . Sincè 011r D~O; s'have beon' aaYing 'that JJe:m.tmda'ts g~inB···.f(j:':~f;1_;r'~.;\J{ 
.- ... ~r-~ · ~-,·._.:·:\< . · .~ ./ ·:··,.: ; ·:,·· · -~~-- ·-:···;· ,> .'~·,. ) ··" -·< -~··~·~: ,:.<:~t'-:-·-:···:t{:·:·:::":~·.::~-'~ .. 

. . be· divided·. tnto·· tln·eo divisiona· o:r. so;J;io 'th!lt: each tri be hà~ :·t4e:L~:om}:~::,%~~n-i 
., • ·,,. 1 ::,. . . . . . . . . ' . . ·. . • '\ . . ;, ... ' : . . •. -~~--"···>.: ..• :-:· .• ,.. ,\: .. · •..• , .: .. :,~ 

·. part,_ and. .aJ.so have thetr (mn treaS.ury, we beg f!ilil HOnour .most 'htunbly:tO';,t~r~l:t-J 
.; -~: __ , ·~~ , , , ~ .': :· ,.,/- : .. ' ._: ') ~.c.·.~~, '':\ ,',- ·\~_ ... ;~._, .··.'>;: ... '~ <···-;.''·:,·,,, .-_-,',, '/(·,··,:·:·:• :;l;_,\'·;-f~·l'~1.'",}':'::·:;','~~ 

see-tllat ~ boundr;r settlemer:~ b~ lliada ~o~w~onus end the' ch~ef of,Ba~i~_>/;. ;;:~·):·. 

. . and. . we shall·, all iri th' our J?G<,>plë .lillo. /are Jrpln tho', Widiktün<trt be 1,' follér~;~~r:]J},~: 
.--' ',' _,··, • ' -' - :·- ·-.. ·~., • ~.,z.• '1· ,,',,', 1 .. ';< ··:·~·· J':-<'•,.f..::_·· ,/,,,4·._',;.\~'•'.~î"-:' .. \~-:~!·~;c~~ 

our pw.n famtly in .Mogamo kr'~!ite.l .·~~~. w can undei,.sta.nd ours'elvee, and::.\!Jt·?f",1(,v'; 
·. ; '~ ' ', , .' ·•, .--.~ ''··· .. _:·. --·_ '·./ .. --·~·"· ·:.·;·-~.": ... ';,_ ~·1·:r .1

•• .~.~::'-l:· .. :·;·_.·-L~:_{:-:<~ 1t~\j;.:;)~.·}~· 
. a'lso our o'\-m na tt ve law· cJld cu a toms.-: vlo ·beg· to, state :tlilit: most· at:. the::-'~,'\'r~/i{i,i?>.: 

._ ~· .. _ ·' ,-., ,-- ·. · · : ~·:_,- ·.- _ -__ _- · .. · -.· r:,-· ·::. ·. --"'- -·":· '... ~ --;_·· .~: '":-,..··.;,.·<:,:_~,f~_,-.~->:~<-. 

_people· 'iA Bani. area 1 arc only_ !llçmbèrs. of' the ;wtë.Ùitm :tribej'_:a,nd 1ve\ .m.~:: ~X1:~:'f~;·;~·r_ 
• /_ •••• • 1 7 .• -'<."·. .· ··: .··. ·;·~.-- · .. .:. -~-":.-·_-~.· · .. :-,:·.:.~·~,,···:_;i.:·\~·i:~:.,~~r/d,~~~·~·,:o:;f/-

. thot~ CJhtefs. We oùrsclves end also. our people are not :please:to . ~,f}~'~di:~~~5;B/ 
'' ',,'!- ': _ .. ·, ·, . ' .. ':' ', · ... :.·~··,.:·' ., -:.· ·~,\·l:- .,,.~ .. ,,-,·~ _·,-::··--< ,;>'·-)·.·,,\té\~j:.:;t":·_;',;'1:'~:~~-~"~·[\"~;. 
,remain. Jndging one cotirt · wi th Bal:t. poo:ple who are. from Qham.ber .~tri be,~. bttt .;tti; ·' t 

,··_, ',r, ,'. '-, • .. ;, ,·:~···,:· ••. ' ~ .• ~· ... ·--~,·,',' ._'~·.,f·~--,~,.~~f ''· •. ' :.j-<·.;,;.~j.,~.P-·~;/1.'~~;';;~·t·:.· 

· · joined ourseJ.ves wtth Batibo Mogamo Areas: vTllo arè ·our mm orothel'Si ana.\:;.·;·:: ... J~ht 
- ·. · --~~ ··. -~ ~ · - . :·_ ··· ... , ; . ~··· :~·- -._:; ·,: ·:·/· · _:_ :~· .:-_: .. ·;~;_, . . -._.~-·':·'g .. /f{:~~~I;~:~~/ 
.. alSO. our· O'Wil tri be •. The follOWing .are list Of 'villages :iU ~iJ.i 'area; t-~~::,,:;~.;~!~17' 

; ' • .' :·.. • ' .' ', • ' ; • ' , •' i_ ;-' • ~: < 7:". • ''·r, 4' ''· 'r . - ',.~, ~-. • '. • • :/:.'.< : -;. '.,;~·-;:,,,~_;~r.~i~-f.;f:·,~::·;:Y1 
who. are all family of .the Widikum tribe; . . . ! . :::;:/,•:-:'t~I~,;,',' 

:- '.~·.'-.~·,,.. >' c ' ' ',-,-),·, ·'" ,",, ~ "·" l:O."..-, •. t'·{,.:_..~·.t:4~.;_·:.",:';:' 

. (1) Mod.Ôm, (2} F'ong, (3)·Meneen,fi,· '(4) Eosah;; (5') 'Mbêlu~ and part of i;Er:;P1'·:':: 
. Mene~~~o. :_ )r : all th i.e are a.sse~e~. ~ · bouri~y;~~~, h?rr'~eny ~:~<;~y·;:: ··;;~~ZY~~~~i 
•:reople will ramatn, as or sinco the Fon of J3a11. in sàyi:cg that, all. '=·r ·~l,,':f~)/i~\ 

~.~ -': . ', ' - ~ ' \ , : ~. -.·. '·' : .. , .. __ / · .. :._~,· ~·. _ .. ~-.~·· '- ·:.' ; _·:~··_;.~··;) '·}~·f·-... : _ _.,::,~-<";':::· 

.··. the ,p~ople thore are Bali es?. _Even,though, . there are. morè etrangers. who, r;~'i\U .q;:-~ 

. ~e F~~nchmen, at J3alt, and ~e: d.on't:·.think ,1:.eal; ·:sa·~ te~· c~ ,b~ :couzJ:t~d ,~r,;i~?·J·~;I:f;:~ 
•. ' ~., . ·,. ,. ' : •. . _·: . ',,, _:" _.r·.,,''.•, , .. _- ·,'.':' ., ' .' ,_i~· •. -· , : .:.; ,"" :';/T,::o~-~.f (f'('·:.>t~·',•l}.~ 

. num.bered, 200 taxable men. · If not because of the/.bad 'rul1ngs of the .. ,~;;':.;:'::~ .:::-::.'i'>) . ' . ' " ' ~ <. : ,' " ' '- ., ~. 'c ---~~~;,_. ... :.:::::>:·:~··>-·~ 

. e~-Ge~ G~ve1~nme11t, we would, not haver lmén p~ying oUf 't~és ar:Bàit:;. ·~i·r; i';;~/;,}J 
_: ' ·-· ,:·- • -~ ' .' ' ,' ,, ' ,· •' ' ' ' ' ••• ', ·~: ~"-·' f :.'·. ··~·:.. / ~: -.;-,.:_-; .. :···,,~>,., -.... ~.- ::~~--;~·3:·:·;'i-i·~>:_,~ .. 
· · evon judging court at Bali, .but tn l/J.Ogamo·Area1 With our ow. family.~ :,.;_: .. ~,.~ ~·~_i;};:~: 

' ' 1 - ' ' '•. ., • ' ;-~ \ • ~ ' ' ' • 
1 

_,_ <: ~ ·:,b' ~~~.;;.~~;<' ~~ ~~-: 

The Bali people at the lllOment are saying that,\ tliey' got ,the land from _,,. 1 :,:.,::;; 

-ua through war: which are àll. false· stort~s they are aayÜJg.< .Wè • the:. · ;:~~;~::~~tj1}: 
-~ ~ ' ' . ' < ' ' : -~ ' ' ' '~ ~ .' ·.: ' ' ~' ,• ' ' '; ·'- ~ ' '.' ;:.;..,.tl. ,. " ~ ; • ' :' ''1 ·' • ~ ~·~ t.'~~-

rightful chiefs, and also. owners of the Ntankah land, dont t 'lmow. where about, ·r :·,, 
·: ,... ' ~ ', ' ·-· ' ' ' . ' ' ; ~t • ''\}. ~ 

the B~1.- people' a war lrtth us took place~ ·,lVhat ~ë.kn~w<r.s that thêy ,',\, :·1':i~i),:~·~ 
._ ' ' • .·, • \ .\ '.~'. '· <' ,' • ... ,· •• -~~ : • ,· • ' :. -~·~'·~~/:,<~· ::.;:.,~~·): ... :1;··,, 
are etrangers tô us, and they havo not atalwase, any war ag~i~t .· .. :.·;"~;c.')1L~t. 

' ' -.., ' ·~' ' :. \ . •' '•' ' ' ; . ' ~' ', .· • ," " . ',• ; .. "' ,:··,_:'.:::~-·:::.'?, ·-~., ·~\··~! 

us ainco 1-re recoived them in this land as straneors. We are_.evor r~ady; ~~~<if·!::.~ 
·,, .' \. '~ '' ... ' ·,·:' ,,, : __ .. , __ f_:·,,'\ "l;~ .. _,: ... ':-:.,-,-:,l·~.:--,?~:,~.;...',:.::-.~ 

to pa.y whatever sum th.e Chi of Co:auuissionor will charge ùs or ~ok us to' , ,\:;'~ ;,·~,·.t:i 

. pay for the sur"viortng of our bounCÙ'y With .. th~'Chumba. meri''()~:thé ~#'; . .':;>··~)~r{:hr 
·.·., · ... ~ ·· .. ·. · , __ ,.. ·L . -~., l.·. ~," ·--,.: ,l·.'< ·!'.: >.<- ·· .. ;~>\: ~ <--:~-' ... Ls~·(·-;-:.~i'··:;l;'~-~~.:i'~ 

· eo_tho.twefollowourfam.ily.: :; ) 1 • ·,::·,·., ~:.;~ ·,·~. i:oi·;,i•i:J} 

... '' ••.• > . ' . . •, • . ·,;\;i·d;;',~;~a~~}·~~~;~J 
,' ,···:-, 



j' .~· •• , ,· ,' 1',1 

c;;~~·lr~;;A~jt' (! ' : .·.· •. ·· < ... , ,· ' '~~~ 
, Pàgé 2?: ' . ;: . - · .. ·. l 

;:t;./.;'' : ij· "-.' ., .. >·. ~ \-.·:' ,. . . ., ' Î 

;,::,~:._~,{~ri_.~eat~y ~o~ .tl1s,Chie~ Cor:L,isstc~é~1 ·bo7rri. th~ father to the fniÎ1er1es.s,·; 

t·~\}' tci see· that a.land. bonndry s§ltt1etu9li.t be fru:.dè bet·wcen us and the :Bali ; 
, ..... , , . ·' ·, , ,.. , , .. , , . , . . . ) , ,_., ·' 

ad< th at: ·we fe.ll in ~'Iogamb Are à 1'li th ·~ur o'im. paoplo, to xt.eet our otlièr · •. ·· 
'c !," !.~" l ~ ' ' ' '/ • ·~ ~: 

. ch~ef~.rrho re•e OÙr O"i.'n. f~ilr.ily and. .broth,ors, al1cl WO at•o OV6J:' :r.'3e.d.;r to·pay~~. 
: ;:;·_:;;1vhat~vor sUm ~rrt.ll ~e, ~li8l·ge .for tile su.rvj.o:r.i:ng pf tl1o ôou;w:lry ;:,' ·:;;~t·3eri uo:-~ 
.. .·and tlie Baltes· ... Si~ce the British Gover:om.')nt ca;ne out and. nat tv<.; courts." .. 

::··: :· ùU.:Ù.d.in all areas and ~ibes in this Divis:lon, tho Chiefs of othor aroas 

·,, ho.~e: ~een··~njoytng the.money ~aid to court_me:r.abe:rs, but .wa t.he ow11e~s ' .. : ·~ 
, of ·the lund. have not been enjoytl..Dg the money pa id in courtq' or even; . ' ;, . 

,::_,. called to stt· court, to ohm1. that ve are the· l"ight.fU.l Olmers of the ·J.~~i, / 
, ·.,.. . ', , , ' , , . . i ; 

··,' anD.: ot:r Quarter hends. are gaining nothing from tho native. court, end the 
. ., .; . ~r , . . . .. • , , . . ~ . 

: reason o:t t:1e so, we don' t lmo•,., • 
'., ,-. ,. . . . . ·~ \ 1 ' 

# .. We ehall be gratefuly, if Hl a .IIooour will alao consid,el• thal; point, and. 
. . . ~ ' 

.:·.,, eome solUtions gtvonus, to know1v-hy:we llave.not beonoiting court. 
' ' ' ' ' 

' /Quarter heads and chiefa of otb.er ereas a.re.receivlng court etting-fees, and· 
. \ 

·wà hav~ ~t beon receiving enything from tho '.Bali native court, or ovèn 

.. ca.ll to. sit court, and gai~ wha.t othors are f3aining. 
' . ~ . ' 

· · We· the chiefs of Ntankah pay tox, and· only tho chief of Bali io making use 
~ . ' . . 
' - . 1 : 

· •· of the tax dash, . and tho roe.son of the se, l'Te can' t tolJ.. We thererore . . ' . ' 

· .' ·want to follow our ovm family '1-Tho are the vlidtkuiil tribes whore we will pay 
, . . 

, . 
· · our taxes, and also gain ta.x dash, and. also sittng court, and get111g . 

· court etting fees, as chiefa of ether areao ar4'J getting, for we are not .-· 

from one family mth the Chemba tri be pec:>pJ.e, and they are cheating us 

., 
/ 

in all' this :points be cause. we ~o not ~rom or in one famiJ.y wi th them. 

We put out m'1nds only to get a land survior, _to have our boundry with the. 

Bali Surviored, so that we follow the Widikum tribe being our own. famlly •.. 
. . 

We a:re ready· to pey the Survior' a coat of eurvioring the land boundl'y, 

just after gettng your h."'ind reply. 

We are waiting His Honourns most valuable roply, 

. We have the honour to be 

.. Str, 

We are your mast obodiently and loyal servants, 
,_ t ' • 

· '(1). Chief gacob BoJi of Mo:ngen l>leira;- His X mark. 

(2) Chief Fonjengo· Mba~reï~a.."'l (Signed( · ( illegible) for F ~ Mbakurewan 
. , , \ 

(3) Fondo.m, Mengen Coun.ctl his X mark 

· . · ( 4) 'l:'a-Fontham 11 
" 

11 x " 
' ( 5) Ba.m.bod " " " X " 

(6) S$1œria Woltwwn:nJt~yam " X " 

· · ·~ (7) Suku.t ·' Méngen Counctl " X " 

. : (8) M~. Foton n " . ·'" x Il· 

·, (9) Ltbaa. Natron " Il • "·X n .. 
' 

'<'• 

, . jwt tnessed 
,_,. 

. /' 



"! '-:- -·-;'· 

lit tne.ssed this •;th day of Janunry, i949, ·by:-

Thîe .ts' to certify that~the abava:l)e~iti.on h~Sb'3en witten i~ 
- • -' ---,· <' - • ~~' 1 • .. ' • '. - " ·-. 

· ;. t~e :reÇ_uost o:t: :petttione~s Chief of J. · :SoJi, Chief F. Mbakureuan, 

· trila···followers' of Bani, und, after b~ing wrt tt en i t ,:has boen reàd ~ 
• , ,· • ' ~ : ' ', .-' , r ."-. ' , , •• • • •' ,' f , ô •', • • ~ • , / _ , • • ~ ~' 

·,· ovor to thom in Engl1.sh,; and also él:pla'lned to thew. in :vernacnlar, .· 

. and the~ collfirmed tlw.t t.~e above contatl1s riothing more; tban thetr:: 
~ - ' " ( • . \ . \ . . j •• -ô • • • • - ~ • ' 1 ' - ~ 

authority and. expressions dictated :to ,th~ writor fol' the Chiot': .. 

'," Coiùm.tsstoner Eastern ProVinces, Ent;{5Ù, tlwough the .Resident Btioa 

-!.' 

Camf;1roons. Hri tten by :N •.. s~ F. M. Nd.anst. let ter ir't ~er;·. 
Il:le:nn ·Hbu.nJei Village, Mpgs.mo .Aroa, 

" . ' . . 

]amenda :Division Crun.eroons. · · 

••• 

'' ' ' ' 

l '~ . 1 ·, - ' 

Wri tte_n froe of charge. fol" .·tho family 

•• ,1 

.... 

~,'' 

. : 

-,;. 

' . ~ " ' . 

cste1'1J"'a.f~; ~ ~ . (tliestbl(;)) 
. " ·-.' .·.-.· .- ··- - ,. " 

,,r:.;, 

,, ... ; -~·' ; 

;.. 
1 ,_: 

-;;-·.-· 

\ ' .~ ;' 

• ~, -~' ô ' 

·,• '·,.,. -.·.:· 

\, _ .... 

· ... · 
' 

.. ~ 

'. ~ '-

,, 

\ .. -

'-'. 

'·· ':-

.; . \-:. -, ,. ,, ' 
'. 

"'-,.· 

·\: ..... '' . .,, 
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: : i ' 

' ',' ~. .. ~~ ' 

Throt:.gh . ', · · · · 
The Re si dont, C .P • 
The District Officor, 

. '1 

Ban1.en~.a. : · 
To the Chief Counnisstoner, 

Eastern Province, 
~ugu. 

May i t please Y our. Honour: . 

... ,, 
J ·, , .•• 

c. o. p y. 

'. 1 ~ 

. " . ·' •r,, , 

From Molto in Guza:rig Village · 
. . C/o Na tt vo Crt. l3a-tibo 

· , Moghain.o kea. · 
· · ... · Barnuhda: Di vi sion· 

.Febl"UaJ.'Y, 4: 1.91~9 •. 

Your hu'!D.bl~ .eo:r-vants, Village Head. and FJ.dcrs of Guzong, unanimously' 

have the honour to repuat thoir petitlon sent to His Honour on the 28th 

of Jenuary, 1943, about the seizuro of their land. by the Ba1is. .1\nd. 

His Honour ropliod. us in hia 1etter No. 1.9570/10 of 2nd AuGust, 1.943. 

To the offect of that reply 't'le petitioned to the District Officor, 

Bamonda, on the 2lot Novomber, 191~ 3; as we wero ad vi sed by His Honour to 

do. Our petition to tho District Officer, Bamonda., becarne a dead one 

in his office Üp this day. 

Afte:ï." sGvere.1 lattera rcpoated with 110 re:r>lies, we cgatn sont 

another one, dâted the 25th of Iiovombor 1943, to Chief .M.:.'U'J6D. Williams for 

the eame topic, and that alao recoivod no official attention. 

2. Having wetted for no replies in al1 tho lctters we dtd, on tho lst 

of January, 1949, wo again sent anotlwr dhe to tho District Ofi'1cor, 

Eamonda Division, o.sking him to take up our long-stll:ndlll[; caso. In our 

great su..ryrise, he unfavourab)y rep1ied us ln his let ter No. 2221/23 

of l2th January, 191~.9, 'Wi th tho seying that, as we 'tmre unable to tako 

out an appoal sinco 1928, when the A.D.o. Mr. J.S. Smith made our bo1.mdary 

'With the Balte and thon o.pprovod by the Resident at the time, he therefore 

sees no roason why he can rosurrect the case nm>t. 

3. Before layi:ng the boundary in quostion, wo boegcd the A.D.O. to 

como to our village. first where we ~anted to show him our farm land, the 

village and ether economie trees and so that i-rhcn making and 1aying the 

bound.ary he must know tho distance from the village, he the A.D.O. refused 

to 1isten to us, arid so too that when the A.D.O. o.skod us to be present 

ho'tv he vas laytng the bour..dary 'tve refnsod to be pro sent. .After he fintshed 

his work, we lœote to tho District Qff'icer, Bamenda, agatnst the botu1dary 

. mado, We were replied by tho D.O. to "\vait and. promteed to come and 

/tnspect 
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ins-pecting the boundory befora ho can ·see to. our petition. In OU!' . 

bolieving that our petition will recei~ê 'the D.0~ 1 s attention, we . 

bothereQ. no more to make ariy move as .the nppeai nôw· mentioned 1n thts 

lett0r. As Wû heard nothing for a long time, bence 't·re wrote to Iiis 

Honour and all the sorts as aforementionod. We therefore fee~ end ' 

takc it that our case iS 'Within timo tc be considered by tho Authorities 

concerried. 

Hoping that vre have not pàtitioned in vain. 

You.r humble servants have the honour to . be, 

etc. & etc. 

(SignodY ........... (illegible) · 
Wrtter 
Fee 8/- (Fi ve Coptes) 

.. 
{Signed) · Pàul Mbekam . Ndanji Fbtekal 

·Folembo Toko:m 

: ,1-. 

fe oP y. 

.\ 
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The Chief Corumtssioner, 
Eél::Jtorn Provincefl, 
On Tour, 1\:'l.l.a.end.a • 

Y our Honoul? 1 · 

• •• .l 
~ ,J . ' c 0 p y 

'' ~ •' 

:: 

• ) . ' l 'J •. ··': •• -~ ~ ' ' •. ' 

Mbu·:.. (Bafawchu I), 
. • Ngemba Aroa, , . 

Bamonda D\vis~on, 
18th April, ·1949. 

Ml3U (Br~hu ':i:) - J}ali TJana. Des;eu.te. 

1 

1 

J 
•' ; 
\ 
1 

i . I have tho honour to tell Your llono·..lr tha.t I have wl tten se veral 

) petitions to you about tho abovo lcnd despute but c11 uere returnud t;o· ' 

1 / me by the Adrlinistrativ~ .O~i'iccra for· e. reason I don1 t lmow till today. · 

I bcliovo thnt nono of theeo poti t'Lons has reachod y6ur hand as no roplJr 

has boen roceivod. from you about any of them. 'l1hoy have not sent an;v 

of them to His Honour becauso thoy arG tied. frtends to Bali, and feared 

His Honour mleht rovic.:w the caae. in m,Y fav:Jur. 

2. I revievmd this ca.so to the Resident who came up and orùy 

rovtewod the <;aso in tho Court in the Bamonda Station without rüaching 

the land in dospute; whcn even tho Nativo Ccurt can not gi'l.··o judc;mont 

i..n a lQill caso wtthont inepocting tho land in doBJ?Uto. As he uas ah;o 

a friend to Bali chief and listenod to tho n.os. ho dld not mind 

roachtng the land. 

3. As they so treo..ted mo so unktndly, I bog that Rio Honour should 

inspoct tho land in dospute; so as to see hm-r I am roally SUSIJended on 

a hlll wi thout any ferro, and huneor has killed most of nw people. The 

dietnnco from tho Bamonda Station to m.'V Village where the boundary ta 

ts about ll miles and His Honour can reach there and return same day. 

4. Tho British Government decides cases according to justice but this 

particular one ~-ras deciù.ed just to plel.:l.Se the other pa..~y. This is proved 

by :paragraph 4 of Nr. Runt's letter of 1921 in whtch he said 11 if the 

)3a.fm;rchu Valley ts c;i von tô Bali Chiof, he Will bo satisfiod. Is the 

British policy to pleaso one man by taking another man's thing by 

force and sive to tho other and let the ovmer of the tliing to suffer? 

If so then there ts no justice. 

5. I attach hcrowith a copy of one of my petitions sent to His Honour 

sinco the 13th Docember, 1948, which has net beon replied till today. 

/6. I send 
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6. I send. this ivith full hopes that His Honour irtll take the trouble 

to reach my village of 5 miles from :aàit f~r the inspection of tho land. 

in desputo :please. 

''·' 

:. 

. . . 
I have•the honou:r to. be; 

Sir~· 

Ris Honour' s Obedient Gorvunt 

Cllief Moma·or Mbu· R.T,I, .. 
. - . . 

(Finser pri~t· · · 
maJ.~kod hero) . 

lrttncss to Nark. 
. . -------"----

This is to certify that the above has boen .-vœi tten 111 tho requèst of., ... 
' . 

the petÜioner ànd aftor tt has beon read a.TJ.d o.xplained to him in .his -"'' 
.. . 

.. ve:rnacuJ.ar, he confi.rms that it contatns nothing _mure than his 

authorHios und his oxprosëions dictated to the -writer and witnessed 

by Thomas Atn.nga of .Mbu. 

(Finger print 
marked hore) · 

'. 

(Signed) ..... ~ .. La bah 

rt.N. Labah letterWritil18 
Company, No. 8693. 
Fees chargod for l.2!2J?l22. 

3/- ( throo slrtll ings 'only) .... 

,' ,,' 

. -.. 
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1 - ...... 

Azzira (Abak~a) Strarigerst Settlament ·on Manakon (Brulde) 
Land: Paymont of Taxes Tbrough tho Chief of Mankon, the 
~~9.rd to tne Governmont. 

PRECIS 

The attached ~otition addreseed to His Excellency the Governor of 

N ieeric. ,bY mo, J!'o Ndofru of Mankon (Bande) - Bamenda British Caneroons 

expresses my grievé.ncea conce~ning the administration of Abnkpa (stra:ngort 

Settlement) on ~ken land ond humble cravanco for rectification of the -

éxisting deplorable state of ~faire. I am. lessing a salm·y of.' <C300 P .A. 

as a nattu·al ruler of tho Ngemba Native Authority Area as a quarter of 
' . / . ' . . ,. . ' ' . 

this area has boen made to be responsibla· hot to mc but to the District 
. . 

l 
1.! 

Officor diroctly throngh a chief of hia own cree-tien, Taxes are thorefore. 
• • ' • + 

paid diroctly to the D.O. 'c.:nd not through mo. Tho provo of my 

landlordshtp over the whole land ta borne out by th~ fact that my people 

defcndcd i t durtns the ftrat and second Hanlron-Gerrnan l'lars under 

Dr, Ztntgraff and alec during· vartous intertribal wars, 

Tho Sarkin Ha.usawa should attend m,_v Village Council as ether 

Quarter Reade do and not set up his ovm counctl. He should also stt 

in the Naomba N.A. Court as an ord:tnary mo:nber to be consulted on points 

affectinc IIausa and Fulani cuatom but not as a membor of tho Ncomba 

Nativo Authortty. 

Othor Sarkins of the vartoua Abakpas in the Camoroons parttcularly 

in this Division stand in this position: subordinate and pay the-lr taxes 

thl-oush the landlord. D,O. Mr. Ast~n-smt th's letter No. N • .A.l038/4l of 

30/1/45 Para 6 refors. It will also satisfy mo if n[~es of the 

ostablishm.onts in my aroa are qualified wtth Mankon and not Abakpa. 

Fo Ndefru, His Bight Thumb Impression 

{marked hero) 

This is· to certify that the above has boen written at the roquest of 

the petitioner and that after it has been read and explained to him 

in Mankon, he confirme that tt centaine nothing more thon his authorities 

dictatod to the writer. 

Wit •••••••• (Signed) •• ~ ••• Labah 

By.Labah Public Lctter Writtng Co. 




