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MWORAI\TDUM TO THE. UNITED I\TA’I‘IONS TRUSTEESHIP couucn NISSION
mo THE CAMEROONS UNDER UNITED KINGDOM AND FRENCH TRUSI‘EFD“I}? : o
- BY THE FRENCH f’AmRoom W}FI.FARE mion L g

3 We - the members of the French Cameroons Wel"are Union of the British
Scctor of ihe Ca:meroons Tmsteeship Territorv em’bracing the following
\ ' Duala, Bcbimbi Bakokc Batanga Bana, Benmm, Bafia Bangissa, Bulu, ,
chenp, Eton, Mekia, Mbo Ycounde ami a hoat of other tri’oes clans and ‘
families. do welcome you %o the Cameroons. ) We very well appveciate the work
, 'of the United Nations Orgenisa.tion and thank her in’ pa.rtlcular in sending
o ,you our Augnst Vis itors to this far flung part of’ tlce world. This visit
o ‘i of yours has afforded ‘you great snd personal inconveniences 'but the motive
o Ffor vhich i h;..s ‘been mede and the resultc which it will bring on the
3 milldon mha.bitents who innabit thie country , who are cart and. parcel of ‘
(tl:e tumen race for which UNO ie working shculd counterbalance the personal
. secrifice, We hope that throughout your atay here you would. see and ’
© serutinize our difficulties yourselves and’ return to Lake Success with your-
f"mind.s stock with firgthend information. ‘We wish you, the 'beerers of the
light of liberty, freedom, ,justice and the equality of man, a hcppy ste.y in

 the Cemeroons, - ' SR

Our country'caine in contect with the Pox‘tuguese over five centuries ago‘r:'
who made no ei f‘ective colonization’ ci‘ our country 'but mevely used i as a
- callinp plece for: their long voyages to India or for trade nurooses. In the :
nineteenth cen tury EurOpean treders of various nationalities especially
Bnglish end German set up trad ing posts at Duale.. The. two countries named
ebove carried out much political in‘rrig_fues among, them with e view- for *he .2'
anneration of the country. ' The German Consul-General fo*r' Weet Africa, .’
'Herr Gustaff Nactigal! hovever succeeded on- the lh’ch July 1884 of" planting
the Germen Imperial flag at Dusla and so after a shor* t:.me the entire 5
country now know as the. British and French Gameroons vas ’brought u;nder Geman
sway. The Germans sent out. six Governors , ‘between the years 1881l- to. 1915,
the first of whom was Govemeur von Sodden and the last of. whom was Governeu:;-‘
von Ebermair, To effect order, the Germans pronmlcated gtern measures and. v
even took away our fertile lands, 'by force of ams , for the making of e
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' e.nte.tions without our consent. . SRURT
‘War broke out in 19113 and there followed ‘an emergent combine, ellied.
¢olonis al, troope invesion of. the Cameroons vhich 1a.,te<1 for two wear,y years :
bringing death, suffering and want to the inha‘bitants. From 1916 to 19?0
the Cameroons vas under Military Rule. It formerly paesed into Britich and?\f\
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F"ench hanﬂs by ’che neace “of Versailles wi‘chout our consen‘t“"
fI‘he Manﬁateﬂ Terri’cories vere to be governeﬂ according *Lo Artl‘

‘che COnvenan+ of the League of Nations. Their stewavdship has not’breen

‘exemnlary Por ‘ehe natiens mvolved ‘have not carried- eut $0. the le’oter the
A-_oblif‘ation thmst on’ their shoulders by : the League of ‘Nations. and UI\TO or
“"‘else there should have been no backwardness in education, lack of progre‘éé,“
comnmnication and ‘the  people living din such 'chi¥) penury. We have 'been' -
paseed from hand o hend 1ike & ball -end since Time-has in the pas winkedif.
'at me diffioultles and cries. of .the Cemercons, he 18 now- prepa.red. ’
the t‘eign of - Justice and law here by serding you, our delivers

| Ve soyou humble Fx‘ench Cameroone petitioners y would not 'bela‘bour :)ro
. _with ‘the maleﬁ.-ministmtion which engulted cur grondires during ’che Garzuﬁn )
“Rule of 1834~ 1916, We want to ley ‘befere you, owr INTERNATTONAL CWIL -
SERVANT% the grﬂevances which per’cain in the French: Cameroons to-dey ae

« 'follovs- e N S S
,‘1_.' During the Peace of Versa.illes held on thg 28th of June 1919, oury
- country vas divided without our ‘connent by the povers that were . ‘giving ,
| "i‘the largest to France with an ares., approxima‘rely 200,000 square miles with
. a -population of- ebout three millions.. The Fronch have done very 1itt1e7‘~t0£,:',f
... elovate the status quo or alleviate the sufferings of the people.‘,, "

':«1 2 . In the.French Cameroons. -the flame : of - colour bar.is *“anned daily so
7'; 'the.b in cevtain tovns and parts of it 8+gs Bonajo-in Duala, ’echools, S
“"'~:cinemae, hospitals, -svimning baths. and hotels -are located: only m Furepeans,;-
degpite. “the fact: that ‘both the. F*ench Cameroonians and the Europeans
v ';»-.contri'bute to the revenue- of the. countvy vhich effects the 'building or
1, o erection-of hespitals »::8chools end other public buildings. R
‘ 3 : -The Government of the. French Cameroons "is a farce. There are no
elected assemblies. - It;is some what an oligarchy in form-80 ’che.t ‘the.
| ordinary man in the street knows very little about. how his countr,y de being ; |
,‘igovev'ned and there -are no steps teken in enlightening them as regards ’ohe
- fnemocratic form of Goverrment ag obtains in France, USA, Britain,! canada
or. Iceland. S‘c. Thomas Aquias said ."Government. ig'unjust 1if it contributes

f,:l:v’,to the. edyantage- of ’che rulers ra’oher than 40 the - best; interests Of &11 '




| enfranohises a nation, Once a nation beg:ms to think it is vez'y di:f‘ficult

o Ed.ea, Yaounde Ebolwa eto. " There are ,just two Secondary Sohools to serve

4 'bhe French Cameroons,

k. .A_no-bher ‘bhing which embitt;ers us ae regard.s the d.ivision of our -
‘fcount:y, the Cameroons, wi‘chou'b our consent is the question of Custom fosts |
o j{fplaced at. all van’cage points along the 'bound.ary between the Bri‘cish and. L
e Fr enoh Tmet eship Territories of the Cameroons. W 0 Camerooniana ha.ve always s
"ﬁi:ale avve ;s and. wi. 11 always regard ‘ohe Frenoh and Brltish Cemeroons a,s a, Bingle :
",;ter,.lto;‘y in wnich the native languages s Cus‘ooms, Iaws ancl beliefs are almost  '\‘”:
’14»‘”'?»,: indontical _emong the tribes- whio‘n inhabit it° ’nu’c now a Cameroonian travelling ‘i -
Y ‘f‘f'bo or from the Br:.'bish Ca:meroons or French Cameroons is forced. to pay oustom B
', »Tfé:d.utics for any goods he may have 1n his possession. Man:y Cameroonians have
i/“ suﬁ ered 'bho lose of un’cold sums ei’oher by d.cowning in o:cd.er to got eut of 'bhex;
) ‘reach of the custom ofn:ioials o:r' in havin{; their goods confiscated.. ';‘1118
wounds' our Teelings very muoh and. on tha+ acooun’c we want ‘chis boundary .mad.e
o jb.Y hand to be removed mmediately and the Cus*bom Posts and Custom Du‘cies ‘
abolished &t no distan‘o date so tha’o one can travel across the bound.ary 'Wi‘bh
! his bossom full of gold without molemation and. eoizure of goods and moneys ,' o
for no country can exist as suoh if it is ;i.nternally and. e’cernally d.ivided.. .
:5. It was the famous French Philosophea Vol’oairc, who saﬂa.‘ "fnducation '{

"j“,to stop it", The French have not followod this w:.se say:.ng to: the letter
«l_'in that pax‘t of . the Cameroons which fell under thelr Jurisdiction. Veﬂ*y

| little has 'been done to promote proper ed.ucation :m, the ’orue sense of 'bhe 8
word, There are & good mumber of Elemen’cary Schools to be found. in the |
o large towns e, Ze . mcongsambe Mbanga, Dvala '.Bona’oeri Che.ng, Fum'ban, ESeKa, s

the needs of go large a popula’czon and Ve refute the fan‘castio cla ms. and.
- allegations made by ’che Frcnoh of having founded. sixteen Secondary Schools. -
- There are about throe or four 'I'eohnicel Schools (ﬁ‘ooles Profess:.onal) in“*

, ~ The Country need.s‘a large number O.L Second.ary Schools and. Teohnim,l
\ Schools where ‘ohe youths of the coumry, who are ’she tru.s'hees of poe’cerity
will be ed.ucated. o use 'both the head.s and hands. B In this wa;y lea.rning will
- be encouraged and. aiseiminated., whic‘l will ena’ble the country to tal'e i’cs
Place among the :E'reedom J.oving nations of ‘the world RN
6. Medical facilities are adequate onl;y in the large ’oowns e g. Duala
~ Edea, Ibolwa, Yaounde etc.,. 'but although the patien’cs en;joy medical care
in these town yet the hospitals are an apology in oomparison with those X
3 used by Europeans 5. Tor they are dirty. We humbly beg that Medical faoil:l'hles
wsmouJ.d. also be carried, into far flung villae;es. In 80 d.Oing dispensaries i
V .Will be se‘b up in the ru::'al areas under welJ, trained and. experienoed dispensary

' l. /at’oendants S




aetendante who will ha.ve’ aﬁ}s_ietbapte: ,,Mgdi?%lﬁ?se%ch Unit ) should_ also ‘be .
establiehed to parade the count;y and. wage war, on’ d.i'seeses eue‘h ag. Yeiiow
Fev Leprosy, T B., Dyeen’cary, Small Pox and. Sleepmg siclmeee ﬂﬁc‘h are.

:c,valent and. are a scourge in the rura.l areas of the French Camerooﬁs; ,
A Meternity home we° opened. la.et yea:ﬁ at Yaounde This is no V'erea;it to the
F::ench t‘or their 30 years etay in the CameroonS. Maﬁewmity homes should be
'eeteblished 1n moet of the towne_a.n?. a.lso m the .rural a:"eas where mo’chers

‘ e.bou’c to give birth Wi.ll be wei;. cared for un’cil "hev nﬂ 7e . beeu Bafely
‘,clelivered of uheir child.. en an:l wzere also w0 ahers wﬂi be t:rcgnt mka’o.

‘treahment am noari el:mem: to give t » a‘r bab*es. Thisg 1 ill x-e 006 - ﬁ@f‘entile L
! ‘morta"lity and brhg abouf; an in rease in, numue(.:ot.a‘ :

»7. - ‘I‘he Gexmane i:r.po'*‘ed forced. le.boar ir +3 & Ce ue"'OO""?FJ T«hi"e “ulldinb the

.
Northern and- MiaJ arid . Pagl Y8y, mw opemnp o*’ mau’mt«om a.mw,l*n ‘pud'ing

o u'e of Governm e :.{c'lens wl*1 “13 vm"m ] m‘ns To 8378 ex’ euc. tm .omans

might no“ be consdarecl to ham uepn at fem.:.t bm gnge thay v-aw eed little

N,

preven’ve fre‘n the c'\un‘c. J. mme tney wer 8. ,,.ust pal it vn on 'an of

L thd.u, the cn.:.e w»re ponr and ‘anu. no meane oi pPy ag' ..arest. V‘Ia omax’ to

""‘cou'q*m"*s eney thi.:z y Sox ’mo e,,;-"nce,neni- of t1e ncople as 1t was aiﬂﬁiﬂcd.,f
| t.he Go .m,m_-:};.re 7uaTh iu' "‘@'u‘:m. forged labm.r., ' ‘

.T:m" in tne"e 'rum"n laye, m*:. e'.v’ fer.rx of labnv.r ms be R co%fn““

in tma sa..»e e-ue-r* oAl m a crasl uey by the Fro neh in Ghe 7'1‘9"1 b aﬂpruons.;‘

Pecple are. r“n‘ceﬂ “n tne towns. and v.'...lagee ard caught, wal 10 peaf'eful
tra.vellere ore stoppol Ou uhe way wl h no. word, to 'ﬂe’olv 1rrespective of
" :rank-, age or 8ex, ard. driven to work by solilers or conbmlleu by harsh voa.ced
and bw bal OTersasrs,,. We regmd this ae an 1nhu,1an act and we Want it ‘co 80- E

We beg for fresjom of movemsnt. .
o Ouw prison are a nir.ueture concentratmn camp In E’.zrope s Canada
America y Aus ,tralie., and .Lndia prieons are, places where people are reformed,
paid. a ht’cle sum. which will help th\ i v.hen the leave ths prieon, &nf’ come

kmwing a t:‘aue, ba.’c 1n the Fre ach Ce meroons the pmeonere ere so baely

prisoners work for lor,g hours e day wi't.hout any hear’.gear.. K,Thsy have ,11.0
pro_per clee.n uniforns ar& they are not. allowed. to wosr s}'oes. ) The* 'c' i’oodp
‘18 alce poor aad thuy a,re i‘oreer' to s eep 'm wet de_mp, v'row oells in 151‘89
rw.mbers D tbeu‘- _progper ve*mila...ion. Tme 18 very detrimantal in their\heelvh
a.d um.:a.cter : e ‘;‘

t’»get}'.. b ot a.bom: in 1.-1 em,h mur wi tu ranes t.ied z'ou.vo. ehe nec k oi‘“ ne man
.j cmd tha ame rore tieo, "cu.‘u tﬁ.v nec L



f:the slave s’cocke used during the 1ave Trade and parts of which could. :
bc found in the Britlsh Museum, - The hends of the cmminals are 5o tightly (
ied. that they prevent blood circulation, in the hargain, they are I'Oughly r?
_bee.ten by the Police or. soldiers. without: eny question from the authorities. o
"zm.lcuffs and not coras should be substxtuted. The lives.of- prlsoners zm:.sti,;}' i"“:f,
‘be ‘very well looked after and. those. servi,ng ‘a-long term of imprieonmsnt -
‘:enou d lesrn & profitable ’crade which will e,id. them le:ter y ai‘ter leeving the 115'
‘prison walls, © . ; Ly A R «

:8 . There has been nc freedom of movement in the French Gamerocns without
,fbemg subject to. unnecessary chargmg of 1uggege end. be'lng stopped by very
“tf lowly paid policemen who 1in discherging their d.u.tiee, think more on thelr f
. own pockets than in the meting out of Jue’cice, - It. woula. do the. country
. grea’o good if only people of. character y pec;gle whoee personnel 1ntegrity
ff cannot be questioned, are recrv.ited mto the Police Force with high pey..,_ ;
Thoe French Government must- educa.te the. l’clic' f;_to be the eerVe.nts end not the
X 1oca1 dictators of the townepeople. f,;! ‘ TR -

» .~ We wonder how. Europeans who come over h OO milee awey en.joy unlimited.
,freedcm of movement in the: d.ay end even in: the night 1n our ccuntry without
being stopped; - but, a Cameroonian, ‘a true son of the eoil, 'le not e..ulowed.‘
“to come and go as he wa.nts. R T i ‘ \ S R L S ;‘ .' ot
© o Africans camot buy certain thinge in the shop i‘or they are sold. only
to Europeans, Whenever you meet a. whitemen,. even of lower degree than
" yourself, you are. bound. to reise up-your hat until he passes. Ve cannot
."»bear it any longer for it is thc Frenchman who ‘should do:E‘f his het 1o us who
 own the soil - our God given heritage. ‘A1l these "herrenvolkis must go
for it forstalls the progress oOf. oux’ country. T e T ’j S j
n ‘The people of -the French Cameroons are eubject to unnecesser,] taxee. N
'Heavy taxes are levied on tallors, raders P carpenters and on a host of .
. ‘people with various velks of ‘life a.nd. even on local articles e g. d.ried. flsh,“
Just inthe same way as it is described 1n Caesar De Bello Gallico Liber tres"‘"
~ chapter 32 where taxes, 1% is. sald, were imposed on slaves,. soldiers arms ,
- eolumns, d.oors, Wheat and in fact for anything fcr Whlch a name cculd be -
Cfownd, . Lo & e
: We the French Cameroone people are peace and. a.reedom lovmg people and. :
- we would not bear being subJect to unwarranted ‘texes from an al'len ST
- government, The French people -have in-a way not learnt fram his*bcry ’chat L
umecessary taxes .caused the English to lose’ the American Colonies 'J.n 1783
and the F"ench Revolution and. that these paved. the Way to be followed by
- all those .who wented to diecard. malc dminis‘cration, unaust taxss and. corruption
f &11‘1 supple.nt democracy and freedom and equality of man in their place. Lj‘éf U
' SRS . /9.’5 The United.
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AN - Article 76’0 of the Char’oer\reads , "To promote the pol'ltical, economic g
eocial and educational advancement of the inhabitsnts of the Trust Territories

: ' a,nd their progressive development 'covards self-government on inaependence as’_
may be appropriate to par'clcula;r circumstarces of each territory-‘ endj 4 ‘
people and the freely expreeeed wishes of the people ccncerned,‘3
be provided 'by the terms of each Msteeehip Agrogments,’ v ol ;
- 76c "To encourage respect for human rights end for i‘undamen’calffreerlcms

) ‘ for a.ll......and to. encourage recognition of the interdependenoe of ’che
people.....'f The Trusteeehip_A&reement of" 13th Decembe 191;6 reaulsse
i . Article » ‘6 "The Admnis’cering Authority ehall promote the
,‘ development of free polibical institution euited to the Territory.
' To this end the Administering Authority shall assure to th,‘.

o - nhabitants of the Territory 8 progreseively 1ncreaeing share in
0 the adminietrative and other gervices of the Territory,. shall 8
v laevelop the ‘perticipetion of the inhabltents of the Terr'ltory in
- f 'advieor-y and legielative bodies and in the government of the
‘v f"«,v‘Territory, both central and looal as may be appropriate to the
j“jgf’l _partioular circumetance....mth a view to- the political advencemen
- of the imhabitents of the Tewitory...........{' _' e

L :  | " %ticle 14 | "Sub,Ject ‘to the requirements of publ'lc order, the
= .. Administering Authori‘cy shell guarenteo to tho inhabitants of the ;'
'?;”Territory freedom of epeech of the press of assembly end of peti’o‘lon .
"In a precis form, the Decle,ra.’cion of Human Rights reeds ‘thuss

‘Everyone hes the right' " .
S Brticle %, . To 1ife, liberty end security. |
G Arpicle 5, To freedom from slavery end servitude..
: Ai't;cle ‘6., A : ' To pro’ceotion from cruel puniehment
" Article T. To rec ognition before the law, °' .- R
“ i“A'r'bicJ'.e’ 'll. i To a fair a.nd publi.c heamng by an impa:c’qial 'bribuna g
PR when e,ccueed of & crime. * F

:: Article i, ‘To freedom of movement end residence. B
: :"1l,A1;’o1.:o]:e 20. .To freedom of opinion, expression and to. eeek, receive e
IR - impart information end ideas through any media
regardlese of frontiers, = = -

- /Article 2‘1‘,v



. A:}ftiole V2.l’.;:‘ ::,, - To peacei‘ul aesembly and aSSOC].&,t‘I.On: L }
o Article 22, | To_take part in the governmont of his country. Rt
Y Artl cle 23, . 'l'o eocial securlty, IR VR TP SN -
 These. documents are mllestonee in. the historJ of the humen race and.

-we wonder whether the French. Signatories who afixed their names. and’ eeals
- on the sbove. neamed d.oomente ,lmew the reeponeibility they owe our.: country
The French Homs Government has given independence or Donim.on Sta:tus to few' )i»‘
. countries 111 her Empire., This Government has. rever believed. in- gra.nting LT
its sub Jects mdepondence ‘but we, as the Trustees of the UN O., do aeeire N
“that our country should be led; “tenght and glyen: every advantage by the T
French Government towerds. se],f -government 111 tha very noar future. ’l’he
period of tutelage ehould be well d.efined a:nd considerable ‘lmprovement ,
";081’1‘18(1 out if- these .are . not. oomplied. to then a grea.t ir.juetice is being
 done to us for which the eye. of hietory will ecrutinize and pronounce a’
 udgement about these days- end. those who left ue in tho lurch |
 The Cameroons was d.ivided and. grouped a8 8 Class B Mandate while
Trens-Jordan, Palestine, Syria, end Ireg were. Class A Mandates y the latter‘
" is about, the size of the Cameroohs. These countries were developed rapidlyl
_and. today every one of them is free, e thing Which we in the Cameroons .
desire for if the ultimete aim of the Mand.atory Syetem wae to deve10p ue
towards self-government then in fact, the development has been very elow in ;
- this age of. speed.  We want development. in: the lines of Education and :
Sanitation, - We want Social, Economic end Political. development ‘Wo Want
our minergls to be tapped for the development of the. oountry and not;
development on ;paper nor  should the exoloitation of our economic and, mineral

regources be. branded as d.evelopment. Rt PSSR RS A
- 10,. Most of the: 3,000,000 people of 'bhe French Cameroons 1ive o rural
areas and are thus wedded to.the soll, The high temperatures, heavy:
rainfall and fine .volcanic soil could mske the Cameroons one of the j o
economically rich countries in Weet Afrlca. We: export cocoa, coffee, bana.nae ,
timber, hides and skins, rubber and- groundnuts. :The ‘exports are so0ld.at a-
trifling sum to Europeans who gain fabulously for them-in Europe: a.nd theee i
contribute not a pemny from’ the proceede, for the development of the' oountry. i
In Northern Cameroons > d.e,iry ferming s groundnuts and cotton grow Lng )
. .coulé be eetablished in the graeeland s region there end. Cf)"fISJ.L“""’able support
and suns voted by the Gove**nment could be used in that regarfi, ‘ In the
Equatcrial lands of gree* heat end. rainfell the. people grow bw;des their
locel, foodstuff and some of - the oroduce nemed above-mangoes A orangee P A
‘pine -applee 8 tomatoes ‘and vegetablee to & emell extend. If the government

Vv
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timeofter time.; If the countries of Europe hed. continued to_renain as

,bind.elibly in History. e e Lol C _

.Z.The eame e.lso applies to the" Cameroons. *If the U, I\T O ‘wante a ney: day

'bo daim in the Cameroons 1t should. ad.vooate for unif’ication between the\; “

French Cameroone and Britieh Cameroone within: & very -short time «When 'bhe R

‘Cameroons wae erroneously divided without our: consultation people', f the ’

:same linguistic affinity Were torn from another, ‘A good example ie the

- people of Mongo trive, ‘I‘he River Mungo Porms the Southern natural boundary
: »of‘ the Cameroons for over 60 milee. In Mungo district you have people whose
f,customs ’ abeliefs and language ‘are the. same living on either side of thie .
j-friver, yet. the -Beme people are und.er differen‘o governmen’ce paying tax to

S

d.ifferent governmen‘oe and e.re eubJect to different laws but: who at the ‘pame _

time comprise a tribe known as the Mungo tribe., This divieion ie very :

: fi‘;detrimental to the advancement of - the country.v In the near future we ‘would
"i’;’/)went d'leunity to be eupplan’ced by unity. . French and English ,Bhould Cbe ,grv'en
a conepicous place in the school curriculum of the two Trusteeship :
:‘;Z’V,Territoriee as. 18 the. case in Cenada end. as Afrikasn end EngliSh obta;ln 1
f-«u.;l‘South Africay .. . on 0 s e :
,[ ('12 The French people have e.lways held down the African not to aepire. %
M‘,_.Their French Idol Napoleon Bonparte a man, who stormed Europe for a,bou ‘
-« two: deoad.e years believed in the policy which the French people have come
'{out with. equal zoal and zeet - the policy of divide and rule, They haje
T‘finever publicieed the Cameroone 50, that at important. con:f‘erences held in.
verious. parte of the world they never sponsor- the eending of .a Cameroons
. :Zrepresentative. Our ohildren in the French Cemeroons.are only taught t.’aat j«hhree
iVTR'S. There are few preesee in the Country for the Government only allowe~
'fﬂe. press which eings its praise. Political Meetings are not allowed and
".‘people are. eubJect to v-lctimization in that regerd. We. humbly; beg yow'bcr
}look into our caee and give us. freedom of movement aesemblyr epeech and
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_the press without molestation ae ie outlined in Um.ted ITat onsDeclere.tmn
?'of Tuman Rights Charter ‘approved 1n’ December Tth 1948, Ry
The Fre nch Cameroons is such a te‘v'rible Police state whicn rennrde us\; | :
- Nazi Germany or Fascist Iﬁaly Secre G Police are alwye on the look out to.
- gmell out nationalists a.nd those interes ed. in Politice a:re branded e.s:
malefactors and. enemies of the Fre.nch covemment In any 'oeaceful aesembly
fmgh Bamcing Govervm.ent Offioie,ls at end. in crder to cast a certain awe on
:‘ﬂthe people and so prevent them from sneaking out their minds We consié.er
:ithie very cruel and contra:ry to internaﬁional d,ecrees arsi cherterd to which-
,France wag an importarmt Sigm’cory. The right of peti tion is mthhe‘ld from
Lk’the people and COntravemng whwh the oai.d. perso*: 1e/are Jiable to ,
victimi zation of the worst d.ecreo end- yob- France 18 ’che country under 'vhoee
aegie we must be to a ttain independence for we h»e1 1eve with Rousseau ":Better
- a precarioue 11berty then a peaceful slavery", oA ’7
'13?’ The type of ponal 1c,ws in force in the Trueteeshin Territorv of the
French Cameroons are rather mllitant in character. People are 1mpriso;1ed :
for 1life or for a long period or kept ‘under arrest for a cone*ldereb e period

’i ff,? as was in Europe from the "Darzc Aé,es »right up to the 18th Century for ver
triffling affaire. A good example ie ‘the term. of‘ imprieomnent which We,
pronounced on the men who took’ part in the general strf Le at Duale 1n l%‘j
“who in turn were accused of he.ving committerl some loobing. Several of jAthe
people s eome of" them meﬁ"e ,,rouths were ngen 1ife Jong impfieonment and.“
1mprisonment re.nging i‘rom :f‘ive to twenty yoers. '.Ithe prisoners were -
'transported‘ %o Mokolo near Obangi Sharr Terrl bor,f vhioh 18 a very hot
sem-desert regiion, ‘There the pri. soners are\ given the worst treaumenlt‘
In Mokolo you can see.a distance of about LO m:.les. Prisoners are c'enf;,there
Only to die and there is alwaye no hope o:t‘ roturn as was. tne case in th,
Leper Isla.nd of Molokal during the. days of - Blesmd Father Damian. h ‘l’hcre :
_lack of water and food end 1t is alledged. that prisoners live in ver,,r dirty

y Prisone. Oh’ Merey. The,f a:re beaten and have poor mea.ls but o:alJ do work
as horses- under the blazing t:z‘op1 cal eun. This comes from the fact tha
the ndminietretion of Juetice 13 also in flle hande of' the Ad.minf stratora.
Theee people have béen und.er thie treaf:ment now for ﬂve years a.nd we wan
their release for they: nover comitted war c:vimee such es were comnitted
_1in Nazi Gev'many, Vichy Frence or ‘Fascist Italy e.nd so there ie no -
Juetification in imprisoning ov.r brothere and. sieters, hundrede of miles ‘

- from- their own countr,,r. Dven people whd co:mnitted ma.jor war crimes in the :
aforeeaid. countries have been imprieoned fcr a eherter duration or acquitted.‘
Let the He.beas, Corpue be ueed for the releaee of theee unf‘ortunate prieoner 3
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‘"aé soon as possible, THLA 'is'cfh tonce' gives us 2 pic%ure o: Russia‘
‘be.ok 1n the oarly l)’s e.ales and priaoners s men who vrére

ar e

‘i'wh.o fought 1"‘01' the be*'te'ﬂmen’c of‘ the pro et@ria’owagains’

i)

;jmonochiet gove“nment labourorl in far 'f‘luru’niberia, ih 8. “s unjustjoi:cs

Mand Wwo bor for humane treament a,nd a bsttcr penal éystem whihoh we’{l ourselves
.shbuld acummine. R ' '

while soldiers and police ac‘caally open@a fire on- the masses and OV
llivee wera lost of which. the oubside woﬂcl ‘heard nothing; of. Ths prié ne
. . at Duala end Yaund.e are well pa.m’ced end Yook nice, Iﬁ is a,ll windo
e ‘~dressing. © The priuoncrs 1in lepe Lmportsant foyns live in very wre’cched
“i;.gprisoxm. The prisoners in Dueln live, as 'sfels, as all over the ‘I're"xch
'Cameroons on vory pooy 1nmtritious food, In the former, they liva on

_ formanted caesava paste celled "Kumiom", mlxed vith selt, This ta. food for.
o a.nimals. ' ‘ | ‘ ' ‘ '

p

We want to dotermine the 1aws ourselves as Mont esq_uieu aaid,‘ s

: Afundamental principle of domof'racy is that the people thomselves ehould. '
detemine "he laws ‘ L : e

v glh If ’ohe primar; aim of this- Tz*usteeahivo ayston i o0 1eaﬂ. ’cowards §°1f_w
., . ",“j.“Government then o want to see plans at work ‘to. varify this., We want ‘imblst
" sontoir appointmen 8 1.n the civil service, church a.nd merchantile ‘borlies
held by Camorooniane, Thore 1is no need fmorting people: from Gabon, Senegal,

i':ﬂ ‘French Guiana and Wesﬁ Indien Isla.r:ls or from Debomey .or Fra.nce i’oself WhC‘D: ;
T oyou hava Qamaroons ,,rouths on the spot with identical qualif ‘I.O&'blOﬂS" ’y‘fé’ RN

. ':;f-"“are not a French Colone,;s noxr e French Protec borate and we would, not *1.»0?

the Gamcroons to be o place whera the social ana, economic difficulties of.
U 'France are ‘EQ be dolvad ORI g f”"”"

ot e
Some time ago our Joys kncw no bounds whon 8 releaeé was maq;a iﬁ *th

: ,ﬂr;,c;Onsidered. and would qccn materi&lize since 1% ET3 for cur o'm édvanqemez;tz,
AL t‘he Camoroons wants 1;0 oesp abreaat with other Wosﬁ African co;LOmeS-
If we have & University to serve,our nqeds ’ “our chilaren who dra the

. b .- ~,,{~' wf

' trustees of postarity wLIL proi‘it form L, | For' thove;” f"xey willmstu
technical and. brofesaional counaes which: viu. oon‘ci'ibute £ the upliftmen

1.,‘~u( -égﬂ BYS ;4’

of. the ccun’cry, and if' hxi,gher, duc;ation w}'s dented d *pebplb then PrQGT‘??‘? 3
eélf-govarnmen'b and it concomitants have uff.so *‘ueen den% d. “1%:“‘1n dieguiﬂe.

.,
v

/}.b. n\tho




( 15; In the French Cameroons the exportation oi’ Cocoa which is hugely ‘
‘":‘produced in Yaounda District Palm produce, coffee, »ba.nanas ), etc, as have 1‘
“'been pointed up above, is in the hands of Eurepeans i‘irme who gain |
enomouS:LY in European markete for the commod ity which they buy at a meagre :
. sum from the natives out here. , We ask that our farmers could exp0rt direct

to Eu_rope and buy freely with any . country under bhe- sun. If ve, sell our:

‘ ‘f:fcrons at a good sum this will ultimately lead to economic stability Which i
'T:‘is a gbep tovards our. 1ong desired self-government. _;‘-';»?JL
M In the French Cameroons ve have a fairly ,8ood. number of roade
connecting the 1arge towns., These roads must be built o, link up ruralv
" areas which contribute tax to the revenue of the country in order to enjoy
;lmodern facilities e.g. roads , sanitation, good water supply etc., All the“

'produce come from these rural areas and yet some of the peasants must

travel for about seven days carrying a bag of cocoa or coffee or. kernels‘\l’
“',:.\.Weighing about 112 lbs. before reacbing th@ nearest road as happens in,
,\ Eseka area. When roads are built they Will in turn 'bring light and .
i‘,ﬁadvancement to these out of the vay places- The. Midland railways '"h°se
. starting point is Duala takes 1k hours to rtin 308 Kilometres, to the
" Metropolis of the countl‘:V Galled Ya°“nd° .. The Nor thern line runs 160 b
. »Kilometres to Ngongsam'ba the terminus and fourth 1argeet town in the French

- :Cameroons. The carriages are a disgrace f‘or the third class and second
class coaches look like coal trunks in some countries.«;/ They are dirty and
:"narrow and over 100 people are conjested into one of these... Sometimes \
: ‘/ people are carried in waggons which had been previouely used in transporting
‘_cows and cargo ‘80 that transporting lots of passengers for a distance of 5

- 308 kilometres in such dirty wagons vith poor ventilation may lead Ato sickness

and the lcse of goods for which no compensation is paid. We uant better

. railvay carriages and new engines to supplant the old -ones in order to
. f‘ecilitate transport. ) ; ' o ’

N

There is a reszular launch service between Duala 'and '.Boneberi., The :
‘; Aleunohee re often too pack “ull 80 that they at. time qapsize as one didc,
S RY-TS year and also ‘this year, leading to the loss of a number of. lives. If
the Government could put a little steamer of hOO tons and a draught of .
10 f’eet that could 4n & way wade of the msnacing increase in the. accidents
‘even some of your humble petitioners have’ narrowly escaped death through '
\. 'these same incidences. We beg very much to draw, your attention to the
. ’:increasing rise in this 1aunch service and railway accidents. f' e
16. ‘We. come to a very important point a point which touches the very core\
:of our heerts - the 1and problem. ‘ The Gemans, Just befora they were ousted
‘, out of the Cameroons 1n 1916 i’ound oil palm plantatiOns along the Northern.




:‘cc;gether and owned by a priva.te Frenchm&n. , The 1abourers und,ergc hars

"”t'.hese la.nds.. Compensation should be paid by the Govemment to the compavniosﬁ
f::‘""'-_'WhO are now working on them. ‘The mnnagers .of the saicl corpo"‘ation ahall‘:
- be solely in the hands of'a Board of trusted and clever Africans appointed :
A,‘by ‘he paople who shall employ other people of character and- mtergrit}' t°
| "" B, run the Corpore.’sion with the hel"z of expert European advisera. . The Pr°°°‘3d°j
‘shall go to develop the country tha.n to have our cu*'rency 19&“’ our .country
"';",,;;‘lj‘:'i‘for others.» When a people are diainherited from its land tha.t people Wﬂl
‘a4nk dowh 'l;o o’bscurity ’ PO"*’I'W aml i‘amine. o S
’;‘"\“3"17. v In the ea.rly part of . this year the Director of Public works prOPOSQd o
» jthat Yge hydroolec'bl‘ic power conld be provided 'by 'bha numerous water fa.lls
":.?;“;‘f‘of‘ the rivers in’ the French Came“oons which would soon be t&PPSd t° supply
. \:%"A,"electric power to France hy High tension ca‘bles, end: the town °f the Frepch
. Camercotis vith unlimited ‘supply of’ electric pover bOth for- l°°a} indus‘bries
~an the' 1ghtlng up of the torns, We hope thet It vould n°'° be Long \befm'e
ii‘ thig idea and p]_a,n voula ‘be translated to realifieg- R
18, S:lnca the early 1’)30'8 there has been a Very lar g 1nflux of anch":"f: :
ﬂ’}‘,men o the Catieroons. 'I'he in”lux or 1mmagrabion is irery a'bnormal, ana
R alarming 'I‘hey are given lands every where e.nd there are, scat’c,ered a li*btla
vay, from’ the - railways and roads y isoldted homesteads and owping fine pa.rcels
'of land ‘yoind " the 1 houses without paying 8ny proceeds. In Du&la, he.lf ’the !
iJoPulation 13 Eurcpean. : The I‘uropean mPOI’t with them the bossing attm“
“and colour bar.' We fear and feel that sepregation may crop up and. Atha the
netives’ would be’ driven mto unfertile water-tight reserves’ wi’ch no‘rights
and’that South African negrophobia and colour 'bar will take root 8115- blossomm
:l'nAthis cornér of the world. There ghouid be a. check on thaae EurOPGW




who had left. their countr;v w their country e good fov» they are no ess et
to the French Cameroons 'bu"" d 1ie.l§ility. e

”519.‘ Harsh rule and cruelty c:meed the’ Cameroons Rising oi 190’4-’5. The;, .
Cemeroonien as an "Africen is too busy in the. strugéle f‘or life, for, health
~for & fragment of happlness and security, to ask himeeli wh;y othere ave'“ :
better off and vhy. he i left on one side 'by the- meeezz of. natiOns.....The

“African does not rebel from Bpite on envy but- deepemtion Y so seid Cary.

‘I‘his made us rebel and in 191k - 1916 our native. “froops’ fighting for ‘the’

Germ:ue often turned traitors ani attacked them eingmg, "F:u:e, fire th

- Germans, make dem Tun away and new mastere cam’ teke them place"

. .When the second War broke out our youthe flocked to" the colours in

thousands and had to endure all the appalling ha,rdehips for the preeelwetion

~-of France; the French Impire. ami G&llie civilizetion in France, North Africa.
and Madagascar. Their. achivememe uere net d.one in the line light a.nd.

: very little was heard about them n public ‘the prees ‘&and 'booke > but to

. uphold. truth which when crushed to the ground muet rise again, a. equarey

'deal mist be given to the Cameroons Soldiers, - They had - fought couquered
suffered and:died to preserve democracy and, the French Eninire which
7 echievement genuine historians will not- forge’b ithem. for we thought that ae
‘ ~Boon as the war was over and our common enem;v vanquiehed. welfare will be

their first consideration yet here we are, her we stand 'battered from pillar

to poet When he. declared "A man “who 18" good ‘enongh -to shed ‘blood for the
country 1s good enough to.be given a equare deal afterwards Really our'*

‘contribution in the last var, in men and money is it o buy our freeaom.

20, The French Cemeroone is no longer prepared to be saddled and 'briddled t0 !

be rifden by a booted and gpared rider’ like France ehe too wants to 'be g

‘concresent factor to be reckoned with in the peace - of the vorld, She wante

“-the Adminietering Authority to educate . the people in. democretic form of

Government. Municipal government vhich is unknowm in the French Cameroons
. should be set up. - The people ‘have no legislative’ body. An elected ’

legislative Council with a form of Representative government should be. set
..up and khe . should be defined about. five yeere at most, During which

period the Adminietering Authority: will leave no stone unturned i v

educating us towards internal self-government which ehuule be introduced

:in 1957. Our Chief oomplain is that: the French have been ' to elow in

expending pu’blic ‘enterprise we 'bleme them :{‘or expleiting us. and for

permitting private enterprieee 0 do §0.- “ BRERELE ST
* Most of" the Jobs" would be held by Afrioene but if the French would like

%o continue as they had .done in- the paet then’ We would. want them to quit our

country end let only teechers e :meorted to help ue on, as happened in’




,History." IF' ve: were m 'Ehe Fr. Cameroone and oui; sar grievances 50, :
ve would be vic'tlmiaed mﬂ mprlsoneﬂ. The freeﬂom of epeechfmovemen’s
aeeembly, prees etc. are cur greatest deelres.l '

721

ed oation and for the ’ca.x we pay in ’chie land of our eogourn an& also e’
sl*ould ha.ve representatives 3.11 ’c.he gover*'xment to voice out the difficult-es '
; +he epr:lmﬂ ing population of Frenoh C&meroom.ane nd may a. similar thing :
hap@en to Britieh Cameroonie.ne 11ving in- the T*‘rench Ccme1°ooz1s , Every Y
Cameroonian, 1a fact shou]d en,joy equal privileges in the U N,O. Trusteeship I
Territoriee of: the Cameroons whether in the French or Britieh Trusteeship :
“‘S‘phere of,the Cameroone. : A , '
22- WG ‘have kept you' uetoning ﬁoo long, and ‘time preseee.‘ We heve came’ -Bo
‘the end of our Memorandum and my 1t go dowm in History for posterity £o
v;,cherieh 'bhat An. the four'bh yee.r of’ the formation .of the U, 1\7 O. their B
: renreeentativee vere sent 'bo ‘che Frenoh Cameroons Tmsteeehip lerritory, and'
- that before their arrival thero was no reign of Egalite. Fraternite e.nd x
:"‘Li‘oerite safe, on pa.per and ’chat- TJhereae after their mission very radical
"reforms pertaining to the. unificatlon of the country and progress of tne
Cameroone were made- ' Whereas that viSi’c also gave the French - Cameroon"
'the Four Freeﬂome as aforeeeid and Whereas that visit also raised ’the,
educetional and economic etatus quo of the people by building more School L
( G'ollenee and Univereibiee , and, S S
‘_ " Whereas thaf vieit aleo sav to ‘che bullding of more- Technical schools
and giving beck to ‘che natives as aforesaid all selzed land ,held by Vcompanies
ahs 1easeholds or freeholﬁe and, . L e el
Whereas that visit also gave birth to & Trusteeahip Univereity, :
higher education, gave ‘ohe Africans more reﬂponeible posts: and . quickened
"the pace for our ultimate goal - eelf government andy oo :
: Wheree.e that visit also ended the. question of inveeting e,}.l,vl&nd‘ affa.ire |
o ;to one man who could cede it to private men and compan*ee without.”any
consultative 'body , ‘ ‘ e S
If freedom is bitter we the Camerooniens ‘want to taete of' it "Many
politiciane......are in ‘bhe habit of ],eying 1t down as a self eviden
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’cheir freedom, The mexim 1s worth;v of the fool in the old story, wno
* resolved not to go into the- vater t111 he ‘had learned to swim. e men ,
. are to wait’ for liberty till they become wise e.nd good in slavery ’chey may -
indeed walt for ever" as Lord Macaulay said. R
23, We hope that the U.N 0. vill succeed in the Camaroons as i’c has /
. succeeded in’ Palestine anﬂ o+her parts “of the world, - We ‘send our greetil )
‘and best vishes to the General Secretary His Excellency Monsieur Trygve I.*ev;/ )
- for his’ unﬂinchmg services to the cause of humanity. P ;
‘We wish you GOD 'S blessing, e happy stay in the country and success in
' your Mission in this land of quostion marks and a safe return to La.ke
puccess, New York United Nations Orgamsation 3 Head Quarters. ' o
Bofore we end we beg you to go bevond our large toms in’co the rural .
aveas and see the social conditions ‘for’ yourqelves. R A
We sing to you, with. apologies to William Bla}'e thus-

"You should not cease from mortal fighﬁ S R
Nor should your ewords sleep in your hands oo T s T
Till you have built a new Jerusalem, S o T

IN CAMEROONS! green and pleasan’c land "

THT EID OF THE MEMORANDUM

" fDated at Tiko
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- The High Comm;ss.,.oner, Yaoume s French Cameroons. :
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Yeunde' Chief T (signed): ‘Rappeal < -

Duale - ]t",""‘ o B Bebe Jacok .
Grasefield " - R ' - Thomas Sipenny
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