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KAMERUN.UNITED NATIONAL CONGRESS,
NATIONAL SECRETARIAT, B U E A, KAMERUN
| B u e a, Kamerun, West Africa,

26 Newrerber 1951

Sir, :
I am directed to supply the fellowing information in supplement of our
memorandum dated the 30th of October:

Pages 4-6 and 14-i5 of the momorendum: I em to enquire why such a wide

disparity should be allowed to exist between the measures for the benefit of
the inhabitants of the trust territories in West Africa and those for the
citizens of the former Italian Somaliland in North-East Africa (vide paragraph
three page eleven of Uhitei Netions Background Paper No, h8 of June i, l9h9,
and Articles two to three, seva. %o eight, fourteen, ﬁwentj and twenty-four of
the draft Trusteeship Agi~sment for the territory of Somaliland as approved
by the Trusteeshlp Councili on January 27, 1950 - page 183 of United Nations
Bulletin Vol. VIII - No, 4 - February 15, 1950),
2. With regard to the questions of (a) the creation of a Kamerun citizenship
to express the ideal of a Joint Netlonality, and (b) of the observation by the
administering powere of the basic humen rights end fundamental freedoms, I am
to refer you to Articles ome to two, four end nine of the draft "Declaration
of Constitutional Principles"‘guaranteeing the rights of the 1ndigenous
inhabitants of the territory of Somallland annexed to the Trusteeship
Agroement (vide pages 185-187 of Uaited Nations Bulletin Vol, VIII - No. 4 -
Februavry 15, 1950}, Articles 1.2 and 4 are of particular interest to the
inhabltants of the Kemerun and we feel we must quote them hercunder:
The Secretary-General ‘

United Nations Orgenisation,

Palais de C ha 1 11 0 t,

Paris.France,

["Article 1:
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b
: : "Arbicle 1t - . . .A/
"The sovereignty of -the Territory is vested in ite people and

" shall be exercised by the Administering Authority on their behalf

amd In the mamner prescribed herein by decision of the United.

- Natione,”

"Artic¢e 2:
"The Administering Authority shall take the necessary steps to
provide’for the population of the Territory a status of
citizenship of the Territory end to ensure their diplomatic and = -
consular pfotection when outside the limits of the Territory
and of the territory of the Administering Authority."”
X ' X X
' "Article U4:
The Administrator shall appoint & Territorial Council,
composed of inhabitzits of ihre Te“ritory ana repreb;h,ative R
of 1ts people, ‘ -
"In all matters other than defense and foreign affaifs,
the Administrator shall consult the Territorial Council,
"The legislative authority shall normally be exercised
by the Administrator after consuliation with the Territqrial .
Council until such time as an elective legislature has been

established," _
I am to emphasize the fact that our memorandum of October 30, 1951,

rolates to the general questions of our rights and interests: potitions

dealing with specific cases of 11fr¢*gbment of our rights and interests’ will

be submitted to you in due course,

L,

We are happy to learn (page nineteen of Trusteeship Council document

T/A.C.41/SR.14 of 27 July, 1951) that a United Nations Visiting Mission is
likely to visit this country in 1952. We would respectfully urge that the

Visiting Mission be allowed to spend more time in the Kamerun than had been
the case in l9h9, and that it should have full competence to discuss freely

and unhampered matters privately or publicly with the indigenous people as

circumstances may demand,

/5. I em to

[y
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5« 1 am to enclose hereto a copy of the photograph taken durlng the recent
conference of the Kamerun United Nhtional Copg*ees at Kumba.

6, Coples of this letter have been transmitted to His Excellency the ngh
Commissioner of the French Republic in the Kamerun, Yaoundi, and the

Honourable the Commissionsr of the Kamerun, Buea, for their information.

I have the hcnour %o be,
Sir,

- Your obedient Servant,

(Signed Jebsa K, Dibonge)
dabea K. Dibonge

Prosident-General,
Kamerun Unlted Naticnal
Congress,

Received at U, N, N. Y, 10 January 1952,

/KAMERUN UNITED
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KAMERUN UNTTTD NATIONAL GONGRESS,

NATTONAL, SECRETARIAT, B U B A, KAMERUN

B u e a, Kamerun, West Africa,
30¢h Octchber, 1951,

Sir, .

We are directed to inform you that & National Conveation of delegatés“ﬂ
from the Kamerun under Britisn and French Trusteeship was held at Kumba from
August 12 to 13, 1951, whereat it was uqanimo1le cecldeld to inaugurate a
virile and vociferous national orgenisztlon to be styled “THE KAMERUN UNITED
NATIONAL CONGRESS", The Kamerun United Natiomal Congress 1s an organisation
of the common man, and all.nationals of the Kamerun are'eligible'fqrfﬁembership
It caters for the well-being and heppiness ef all nationals of the:Kamerun,

" thelr tribal or raclal affinities notwlthstanding.
2,- Before discussing in greater detaill the alms and obJects of the Congress,
1t 1s important to polint out that the Kamerun United National Congress is,
neither an underground nor a swbrersive movement affiliated with, nor controlle
nor influenced by any government, party cor association oubside ifest Africa,
It 1is a spontaneous growth incited by the disabilities and crippling handicaps
,inherent in the present political set-up, Tore Xamerun Unlted National
Congress is mot opposed to-personalities or individuals as such, but: it is
fighting against a system of goverrment which is detrimental to the well-being
and bolitical,aspiratioas of the peoples of the Kamerun, It‘is fighting in
accordance with the principles laid down in the Unlted haw*ons Charter and
the Trusteeshlp Agreements which resulted fherefrom. In this eonnection, we
are to assure you, Sir, that no right-thinking‘Kamerunian would ever have
essayed. to question the propriety of the present political set-up had the
The Secretary-General -

United Nations Organization, .

Palats de Chaillot,
Paris, France.

* /people been



T/PET ., h/79
T/PET.5/105 -
Page 6

pebple been accorded a Bguere deal, or had the adminigtering authorities taken
full cognizance of the fact.that Kamer ‘iniens too are human beings with desires

and aspirations as other people,

3. We have been inspired in our struggle by the words used by the Presldent
of the Uniied States of Amevica (Mr, Farry Trumar) a% the signing of the
Charter in the auditorium of the Veterans® Memoria.. fall, San Francisco,

U.S .AG:

"Ihe Charter of the United Watione which you have Just
signed 1is a soclid stiruciture ugon which we can brild a better world,
History will nonour yeu for it Detwecu the victorsy in EBurope
and tne rinal victory, in ©his most destruaciive of all wars, you
have won a victory againnt war itseif.,...Wibd thie Charter the
world can begin %0 icok forwa d_to the E-ne wien all worthy human

E)

W
beings may be pe“mltted 50 11y

o
S

e
1

Geﬁggyév ag Pree peop.Lei

- s .;._..-_—........-

Then the Presidsnt pointod oub that the Charter would work only if the
peoples of the world wer~ deterrisod to meke it work, “If we fall to use
1t", he concluded, we sl "pahray ail those vho have Cisd so that we might

meet here in froedcm anl zafely o crsate it, If we Qgé’ Lo _uge it selfishly -

Z
~——— e

for the advantage of eny one vasion or any smail groep of nablong - we shall

o —_ e oy

As this naxraivive uﬁlolds i1tself, you

be_equally oulity of that beb
", shall see hoy far if at . the words of Prosident Trunan have been translated
into deeds by the contro:isrs of tho deatiniocs of whe Karern.

4, The decisfions unanimously taken by the delegates from the Kamerun under
British and French tyustecshlp av the natlional cconveatlon holden at Xumba on
August 12 to 13, 1951, wewe:

(a) to press for the early uaificabion of the %wo rocticons of the

=

th
Kamerun. The Kamerun is at present arvitiarily divided botween France
and Britain., This arbitrary division is inimical o the emorgence of
the Kamerun as a conesive self-governing or luiopendent Nation,
Experience has tanght us *hat the different systoms of Buropean
cultures now being Instilled 1nvo our people by tho administering
authorities are a bar to the aticinment of nationhood by tho Kemerun;
(b) as a necessary proliminary to and pending the consummation of
unification of the Kamexrun territory, the Xamerun United Natlonal

Congrees should undertake:

/(1) to effect



1 /PET 1#/79 o
T/PET, 5/105 SR
Page 7

(1) . to effect the removal df~ail-obstac%es which now. jmpede the free
.movempat within the Xamerun of indigenous people and the trensport
of thelr personal property.(inéLg@;ng:trade goode or whatever origin)
. thet: 1s ﬁhevypta%xahgqggtipgmquthe.exiétinéjcuﬁtomﬁ*dum-political
frentier'an@,exchangehggqprol; and the e 1ntroauction in lieu
thercef of a Customs.Uhion'bou reen the t.o sen Oﬁs of the Kamerun oL
- the lines of the Customs Convention- coacﬁuved‘uatween the High
Gomm1ssioner of The F:egeﬂ;ﬁepub;;c,}n 500 Kanerun and the Governor
_of Nigerla which vas in ferce¢between the years 19L6 and 1921, The
_.imp“essien_lef+ cn overy. tnﬂughtfui person in tAe Yemerun 1s that the
”revocatioa of his Cus toms Nnien in ox “bout L92L and its replacement
4by tue predeﬁu Cus cous fr cnt;e“ was OCfasioned by the pressure broughk
to bear upon the adminlstcving authorities by the powerful Luropean
Trading Combines.,.. If this.suraise :efcoprect,:then.theﬁadmlnlstering
autheritiee.hnve been.remgasiinenot‘pbeerving.%hexﬁeliej;'aecepted

by every meube. of the United Natlons in control of dependeﬁt areas,
"that the lnterssts of thelinhabitants ~f these territories are
nparamounu and What e comuroiling pQwers aceept as a:saered trust

vile obligat;ou to promate to the utnost; within. the system of peacee
and security establigbed by the Charter, the wellfbeing.of the
Inhaditante"; : o SRR .
(2) to see to the wevigion, amondmen’ cr ampllficatlion of both
Lrusteeship agreswents. which aytherised hritain end F?ahee to fomm
wcustoﬁs, fiscal. and admivistzative unlong. oetween the trust
territorios and eijacent errltories uader thelr control and to
establish. common sexvices belweon these terriborioso.fIn,Qur
. @¥perlonce; the operatlon of this arbticle has in,fact created
conditions which wiil obsbruct the sepavatc developuent of the
whole of the Kamorun terrltory,,in,the fieids of po,itlcal economic,.
social and ecu catloqa’ advanrement a3 a diariqct and united politlcal
A entity.\ The Faweirun United Net“oue; Cougresy considers it the duty
of the T“hs+°Cthy zouncll to‘evelve;~ penting the consumration of.
unification -’safeguarae to preserve the special pplitical sgetue of

the Kamerun as: a whole. .- : .- NI R R A

/In this
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In thiis connexion; it is important to veimember that even members of
the Trusteeship Council had, when examining the British.Cameroons
report for l9h7,'expressed misgivings lest the Integration of the
trust territory with the administering,authority35«colonial '
territory of Nigeria would eventually estilnguish the distinct
political status of the Kamerun, We caun 0 no hetter than reproduce
here thie relevant questlions asked by the Trusteaship Councll:
2guestioq_§i Under present condlticns, would not the logical outcome
be the complete integration of the Trust Territory with the Coloniel
Territory? And if so, would not the realisation of self-government
or independence instead of being one of separate evolution, depend

entirély'on‘whether Nigerla itself becomes self-governing or .

* independent?"

"Question 6: If it is assumed that the arbitvary divislon of the
territory afte~ the first world war nakes 1t ¢ifficult for the Trust

" Texritory to detelop separately, was it not unrealistic to submit it

a8 a Trust Terriscsy waler the present terms? If, because of such

rarpltrary divisilen; 1t is hard %o govern the Trust Territory as a

unit and it must be Jolned to adljacent €oloniles, wouid it .not be
bettor under the letter and epirit of the Charter to have elther a
unified Cameroovus under Eritish-FProach trust alministration or a
uification of Nigesia arnd tiis Cameroonz as a single Trust Territory?
dQuestion _7: In the dellberstions of Nigerian executlve and
legislative councilie, particularly with refeironce to allocating
expenditure and planaing of departmental programmss, 1s tho Trust
Terrifory treated on a special basis as requlring speclal favoureble
congideration or 1s 1t simnly treated as a seor {os of distinct and

perhaps somewhat "backward" parts of tho Nigerian provinces?"

In this connexion, we would also refer you %o the debates in the Foucih
(Trusteeship) Committee on the subject of progress in tho trust torritories

recorded on pages 528-537 of Builedin ¥ol. YIi-Io,9- November L, 1949,

published

bty the Deparimeut of Pudllc Info:maticn, United Natlons,

We shall be Interested to learn, in.due course, the conclusions and

recormendations made by the Committee established by the Trusteeship Council

. /on January 27, .
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on January 27, l9hl, "to mdke e-special study of the problem of Administrative
Unions affecting Trust Territdries ard to recommend safeguards to preserve
the. dlstinct po‘itical status of the trust erritories and enable the'
Trusteeship Council ‘effectively to exercise its supervisory functions" (vide
pages 35-37 of U.N. Background Baper No, LB of Juns 1, 19h9), )
Unlike the trusteeship agrecment relating to’;ne fo ner Italian Colony

of Sopaliland which sets a time-limit to Itaiyfs ?uitela 2" of the Somalis,

. the. period of validity of tue trusJeesnip aoreemonts for ‘the two sections of
-the . Kamerun is not stated, that is these agreemen 8 will'run for an unspecified
. perlod of time, In this connexion, the statcnont of Mr, lasin Mughir of

- Syria during the debates cited in the foregoing suo-paragraph is highly
11luminating: "Vasin Mugnir, of Syria rade tne po int that the Administering
Authorities were not required to accord complete independence and self-
'government imnediately, nex within any spec fieﬂ periOL of time , (vide page
529 of Bu’letin Yol, VIluNo 9 Nov, 1, l9h9, published by the Department of
- Public Information, Unived Na*ions) W (the gcverned) are not” surprised

nor do ne expect things to be sJaped otherwise, for Britain and France were
glven a free hand by the Uiiued Nations to "submit" draft trusteeship
agreements which, after beiqg agreed upon by the States directly concerned"
received. ne approval of the United Na ions (cumpere page b1 of the "Guide

to the United Netions Charter” nuoliehed by the UhLLGd Nations Department of
Publicwlnfornationj The trusteesnip agreemenus Jeave political and
administrative COntro1 in the Kemorun too much in the hends of imperialism,
.The Uiitcd hations the as usual placed too much trust in the ‘good. conscience
of the administerinw euthoritieso Bub the membe:s of the rourth (Trusteeship)
-Committee recoived an unpleasant Jolt during the' deoatos on progress in
trust territories and ' safegueid ng of trusteeship inen*ity" vhen all "
.administering authoritieu said w1th one voice that nelther the Charter nor
the Trusteesh*p Agroements contained eny provis*on which compelled them (the
administering eutho“ities) to consult with the Trustoeship Council on their
Pl&ns.for the administrotion of the trust territories, (vide pagos 528-537 of
Bulletin Vol, VII-No .9-Nov, 1, l9h9, and. pages 586 592 of Bulletin Vol ,VII-No.
10-Nov, 15, l9h9, published by the Department of Public Information, United
Netions) In our opinion the United Nations Organisetion has been overreached

/by the more
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by the more politically-aBtute Westem Powersl
To bring about a free and‘unfettered liaison between the indigenous
inhabitants of the two sections of the Kamerun controlled by France and .. .
Britain; that 1s the whole Kamerun - notwithstanding the present divergéntx
systems of administration - should'ehjoy freedom o upeech, of the press, of
assembly, of pétiton, and of movement., )
To see to 1t that loeal iegislatures are esbtablished as follows:
(a) a soparate and full-fledged House of Assembly for the Kemerun under
British trusteeship with full executive and legislative powers; the chief
political feprosentatiﬁe of the administratlve authoribty to be designated,
"Chief Commissioner" or "High Commissioner” instead of Commissioner of the
Cameroons" as at present, The "High Commissioner of the British
Cameroons" shall have the powers reserved to a Lieutenant-Governor under
the new Nigerian Constitution subject to such modifications as the special
status of the Kamor.i: demand, and shall be directly responsible to the
‘Trustééship Councli <f the Ualted Nations thirough the Governor of Nigeria.
At the Cameroons Provincial Conference holden at Maxfe on 27th/28th June,
19&9, for the purpose of determiining the opinion of the Kamerun on the subject
of the Review of the Constitutlon of Nigeria = thils conference was attended by
some forty-three representatives from various parts of tho then four dlvislons
of the "Camecroons Province" - it was unanimously agreed by the unofficial
delegates that the Norshern Kemerun administered as part of  the Northern
Provinces of Nigeria.might be jolned to the Scuthern Kamerun, Further, thoy
agrced that, having rogard to the speclal status of the trust territory under
British administration, a separate House of Assombly bo cslablished for the
Kamerun torritory which should be vesied with logislative and financial powers.
This proposal was turned &owm, Thé Comnissioner of the Cameroons, who was
present at this conference, advanced the usual spocious argumont that 1t was
financially disadvdntageous to burden so small a territory as the "Cameroons
Province" on its own with the expenses of a regional staff which would divert
money from‘much-needéd soclal development, and the difficulty at the present
stage of finding‘in the Cameroons enough men of tho callbre to oporate a

regional. legislature. This argument appcars to us to be untonable because:

/(1) the agents



T /BT /79 -
T/PET 5/105 -
~Page’ll -

' (1)::ithe agents of the administering:aythority have now epsayed, tie,.
election to the House of Assembly for the_Eastp;p;Begioqxqfamigeriézof »

- Kamerun nationals of whom the Commissioner had spokep,so_disp&:agingly,
end suppreseed the rcal reason.which is that his government had .never
intended to run the British Kemerun as a sepaisie political entity adorned
with, the usual "paraphernalia", The accredii i feprtscntative of Britain
{Mr. Juhn M, Martin) speaking during the debaves in uhe General Asaembly's
Fourth (Truqteoship),tommlttee,on the subject of sareguarding Trusteeship
ldentity wae but voicing-out the truth when ha stated, 'inter alial, "It
had never been the intention of the United Kingdom totadministe; those
territories (British Togoland and Britlish Cemercons) as dlstinct political
ehtities,'but this should not te interpreted as prejudicing their;status -
as trust territories "(sic). (vide page 586 of Bulletin Vol,.VII-No,10-
‘Novernber 15, 1949, published by the United Nations Department of Public
Information), But Mr, Martin sesms to forget that the British administeri. -
“authority has undestiken "to develop their (Native)‘pafticipation in
advisory and legislative bodies and in the goverament, both,central and
local", Great Britain should have also welghed the financlal
implicatiuns Inseparable from such & development before binding herself

. to perform such an obligation.: Morsover, since the peoples of tha trust
territory have not formally "invited" the administering authority "to
cbnt?ol" their country, it is only meet and proper that the administering
authority should shoulder unflinchingly the financial.burdon entailed by
the efficient running of the administration;. o .

" (2) - the "clearly expressed wishes of the people concerned" are that a
separate House of Assembly bo established fop them, If Kemerunlans are
good enough to become elected members of the Eastern House of Assembly,

. there. secms to be no reason why;they sould not be capable of running their
" ‘'own.Haouse of Assembly in the Cameyoons, . In. view of the .stipulations in
Article 76 (b) of the United Nations Charter, we are of the opiqion that
the wishee of the people of the Kamerun under British trusteeship should
override any other consideration, L " o

(3) the administering. authority has not acceleratrd the. paco of higher
education during the thirty-seven years it has held swey in the territory

/to enable
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to enable the country to turn out sufficlent men and women of the required
intellectual capacity. Apart from this, 1t is well known that not‘all
intellectuals are imbued with rectitude and. sageness, nQr could\al1

‘politicians of renown boagt of an academic career (see also paregraphs
26-27 herein); ,

" (4) the 1950 annual report on the administrz®ion of the Kamerun under
British trusteechip had gufficiently demonstraied that the territory wes
qulte ceapeble of producing the revenue wherewith to run its public

‘finstitutions and sexrvices., The British Kamerun has, for the first time,
produced a surplug of I310,000, There aro natural resources such as
timber and minerals yet uutopped; and as developmenﬁ progresses the more
will the revenus of ihe territory inciwsee, Uae country 1s not, in our

- view, belng developsd es xopidly as the exlstiug economic conditions of
the territory demani. If ihe 1deal oiwed at in ths United Nations Charter
and the trusteeaxlr agreemuubsrralating Lo thue Kasmsrun is really to grant
us salf-government o intopandence affor we skall hiave imbibed the technlqr
‘of modern govermiert , thwem 2t le; from the iansbitanis® point of view,
politically inexvediert 1o Locale our leglslatures outslde the qonfines
of the two sectlons of the Fameran, In this comnecvion, we Qould‘invite
reference to the resoiutlion In box on page 591 of ULN, Bullotin Vol, VII-
No,l0-November 15, 1549, o could, wo mey a3k, %10 1wosce of the
people acquire even a rudlimentary knowledge of modexn parlliamentary
procedure when thelr legislatures are located outside thelr country? The
British prdtectorate of the GAMBIA has an arca of only 4i30 square miles
end a total population of 215,000 (see page 221 of Peurs Cyclopaedias
Fifty-eighth Edition, 1948), as against the Kamerun under British
trusteeship 34,081 square miles and & total population of 1,027,100 (vide
pages 1 end 293 of the printed Cameroons report for the year 1949). The
potential wealth of the Kamerun under British Trusteeship is, in our
opinion, infinitely greater than that of the GAMBIA, Wherecas the Gembia
i1s the proud possessor of her own Governor as well as other publle
institutions and services inseparsble from a British protectorate, the
British Kamerun is doocused to be tied for ever to the apron-strings of the
Eastern Region of Nigeria® . ‘Further, it.ls not only'lugubrious but also

/an herculean
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en herculean taslk to expoct the thHirteen elected representatives of the
‘British Kamerun to have their voices heard in tHo FASTERN NIGERIA HOUSE
of Assemb]y at ENUGU, NIGERTA} domipated by sixbysseven ‘elected Nigerians,
five European officials, and tnree other members representing spec;al
Interests not other wige rupresented (b) a separate House of . ,
' Representatives for the Kamerun under French trusteschip with full .
loglslative and executive powers. The "Kamorun House of Represenfatives“
‘should be independent of elther the House of Deputies or House of Senates
" in PARTS, FRAICE, R | o
‘The position with regard to the French Kamerun 1s even worse}; .out of
sixX-hundred 0dd’deputies in the French Jouse of Deputles in Paris, France,
‘the Fredch Kamerun has only three deputies. . Two of these are natural-born‘
French citizens whilst the third is an indigene of the Kemerun who hes
" obtained French naturalization end is wedged in between a dual loyalty.
" Can ‘we' Justifiably expect these three men to represzent the. intevests of
" thelr constituencles in tho Kamemm as conscienticusly, concretely and
zealously 1if ‘and whe: those interests happen to conflict with those of
thelr father-land? Decidedly nol. The: whcle system is a farce on a grand
" scale and should be ecrap“ed. Since the expenditure on all services and
public institutions in the Kamerun is met from public funds derived from
the‘territory, the guestion of the Kamerun’being a financial burden on

- Frange does not arise.

The House of Agsembly for the British Kemzrun, end the House of
Representatives for, the Fronch Kamerun should be vegsted with real powers
end have en Africen majority., A power of veto might at the initlal stage
be accorded to the chief political representative of both administering
‘authorities in subjects such as (1) external affaiwvs, (2) defence,

(3) finance, and (L) the control .of the publlc sexvice, but these
legislatures should have the right of appeal over this veto to the Unlted
Natlons, All Minisries shall, with a few exceptions, be headed by
Africans, who shall speak in the meetings on matters for which 'they are
: réépbnsible; The size of these legislatures and the procedures to be
followed at eléctions) and during meetings should be determined by the
'adminisﬁering authorities in consultation wilth the representatives of the

/1ndigenous
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indigenous population. As soon aé,th¢<prinoiple of unification is
conceded by the United Nations,rﬁctive“steps should bte taken to evolve

* in consultation with the people; & Cohstitution for the whole territory
of the Kamerun in the model of the New Comstitutlion for Nigeria, -
(3) to effech the compulsory teaching of the Trench and English languages
in all Primary and Secondary Schools in the uvc sections of the Xamerun,
JExéépﬁ fr the coastal regions, wc have no easy mediwn of expression amongst
the people of the two sectlons of the Xamerun, In this connection, the
Unlted Natlons might conslder the advisabliity of erecting end maintaining
2 non-dcnomirationsl High School for the two sectlions of the Karerun., It
'i1s true that a number of indigenous students were receiving higher
cducation in colleges and universities overscas, but experience has shown
us that many of the stucents so trained tended to alienate themselves fram
thelr people and exhibit an oxaggerated notion of their own importance,
Such being the case. we woull urge that pressure be brought to bear upon
the adnin’stering authcrities to establlish highcr educational institutlons
in the two sections of the Kemerun, (Vide recolution in box on page. 537
of Unitcd Nations Builetin Vol, VII-No.9-Nov. %, 1949) . ‘ A
(6) %o create a common platform for the discussion of political or any
other issues which might arise in the two sectlons of the Kamerun, To
this end - as has already been indicated in another paragraph of this
letter - the indigenous inkabitants of the Kamcrun should have freedom of
speoch, of tho press, of assembly, and of petition through the length and
breadth of the Kamorun. No obstacles, overt or covert, should be allowed
Yo hoamper thelr meeting frecly and at any time or place, It ;s only fair
to state, in this conncction, that the inhabitants cf the Keamerun under
British trusteeship enjoy in full the fundamontal frecdoms rescrvod to
them under tho United Nations Charter and the trusteeship agreemont,'and
at no time has any hinderance to tho holding Qf bublic‘or private meetings
bron placed in thoir way. They move freely without-a "pass",
(7) to press for active reprecscntetion in the Trusteeship Council of the
vital interests of the two sections of the Kemerun by special African
representatives akin to the special roprusentatives of the ddministering
authoritics should, like the administoring authorities' reprcsentatives, be

/available
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available for cbﬁeulﬁafion,or otherwise when ennual reports and other
documents of Importance to the well?beﬁng of the lndigenous pooples are.
being Giscussed in the Trusteeship Council end-General Assemdbly of ithe
Uhitei Natione: The present system whereby only special reprosentatives
of the administering authorities are admittsd. "o the deliberatlons of the
Trusteeship Council and ‘General Assembly 1s lasoked wpon with grave
"misgivings by the peoples of tne Kumerun, fo inste.ces are not lacking
| qhere theso special envoys of the adminietering authorities had tended to
paint roseate'ﬁictures of conditione, or indulged in seif-praise oftheir
acﬂievemeﬁts in the trust texritories whereas the centrary was the case,
The eXpenses of ‘this dolegation shou1d, on the anelogy of those of the
special representat Lves of the aéminig? c'i g 2uthorities, be defrayed
- from public funds, SR ‘
5. In order to elucidato furt*er tbc pc‘w‘n.“d‘era in the preceding -
Paragraphs, we foel we srould of c“ aome 0*&6 ns Cn whe politiCal trends
in the Kaﬁerﬁn Tefore arn.’ afvor ke cc ogpazi01 of this coumbyy by allied
rilitary forces in Seyteu.ei'L.rra'" -
6. As you are fuily awa?e e ina4eeﬁ0us reoples of the Kamerun have had. no
say in the formulation of the hiusteeship agreements; they wore, as usual,
confron ed with a ‘fait aﬂcom 18, In this conqectioq it is Interesting to
observe that the ind‘guneis poputation of the fommer Italien Colony of
Somaliland who, last’ year, weie,plaeed'under the “iutelags" of the Itallans for
teﬁ'years only, wore fuilly consuited when the trusicoship egreement relative to
thelr country was in tho meking. This trustceship agreement end the annexec
thercto are,'in oﬁr view, the best documents ever, prodused by the United Natioq
Organisetion on behalf cof & depondent people,” for they have been worded in a
clear and tnambiguous language ‘which admits of no @rtifices: by the agents of
the administerin@ authority. Likewlse the Indigemes of the formor Italian
Colony of LYBIA werc actualliy members of the United Natlons Committee charged

. with the drafting of a Constitution for ‘the administration of their texritory
undor-diroct Uited Nations trusteoship for one year only (vide pages two to
throe of Bulletin VOL V*II-No 1l-Januery 1, 1950, published by the Department
of" Public Information, United Nations) '

/7. The administering
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7. The administering authorlities of France and Britaln have the duty to
agsure the due execution of the obligations vis-éevis the pcoples of the
Kamoru, freely cntered into to by them under the United Nations Charter and
the Trusteoshlip Agrcemecnts, Since thoy are discharging these obligations
imperfectly, cen nationalists of the Kamerun be blamed 1f and when they adopt
measurcs which arc designed to spur the United Natlons to greatér efforts ‘than
hitherto for the early rcallization in thc Kamerun of the tasic human rights,
fundemental freedoms and other rights reser&ed to them under the International
Trusteeship System? It is stated on page twenty of the "Guide to the United
Netions Charter,",,.The "third purpose of the United Natlons therefore is to-
achleve co-operation among countries in solving international problems of an
economic, sociél, cultural and humanitarion character. Akin to this object is
that of promoting and encourasing BASIC HUMAN RICGATS AND FREEDOMS FOR ALL
PEOPLE WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF RACE, SEX, IANGUACE OR RELIGION." .

8. Each member of the Ualted (lotions is pledged to fulfil 1ts obligations

under the Charter "in gond falth" (compare page twonby of the "Guide to the

United Nations Chartor'), Page fiftecn of the semo booklet seys, !inter AR LU
", ..The Conference at Francisco added "a whole new chaptor on the subjcct not
covered by the Dumbarton Oeksproposals; proposals creating a system for
territories placed undor United Nations trustecship, On this matter there waé
much dobate, Should the aim of trustoeship be dcfined as "indopendence", or
"self-govorrmont" for the pooples of those arcas? If independence, what
about arcas too small evor to stend on tholr own legs for dofence? Finally,
"sclf-govornmcnt" was chosen as tho alm, 1t being undorstood that this term

included independence - if the pcople of the arcas desive’ it and could aggume

tho reaporsibllity - as well as the right to choosc somc other statne as part

of a group of torritories.." Page thirty-ninc says, amongst other things,".....

Some of those territorles arc iuportant to various powcrs, and to tho world at
largc, bccausc of their strategilc location, somo have-considcrable economlc

resources of valuc to the world trade; and in ell arc human boings at different

cultural and social levels mavbe, but with the samo desircs and aspiretions

ag_other pcople,,", In view of the principles clearly cnunclated above, could

any right-thinking person brand us prosumptous agitators if and whcn wo Press
for tho implcmentation of the obligations solemnly undertaken by our ovorlords?

/9., The first
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9. The firet Visiting Miselon of the Unitod Nations visited these shores
in Nevember/Deeembefﬂi9&9. Its reports ‘O both- sections of the Kamerun were
publiehed early in 1950, The advent of the'viSiting mission was hailed with
areat satiefaetion by the'indigeneus peoples. The peOple'naturaliy thought ..
that tho Trusteeship Council poesessee suﬁervisd“ ficticas in relation to .-
the Kenerun and that it could intérvene effectivel,; in tue @governing of the -
territory. Accordingly, the visiting mission was literalliy floode : with
petitions by.political organisations and individual- citizens of the Kamerun, -
Most of the petitions laid strong cmphasis cn the shortcomings of the Eritich
and French eﬁministering'eu*heritiosfin tho: development of political., economic,
'~ social and educational conditions in both sections of the Kaembrun, The
Petitioners maintained with truth that tho indigenous ‘peoples have riot only
mado no progrose at all townxds se*f-government of independence but that the
administering authorities were, in so far as the Africen population was
concerned intovtionallJ dilatory in tho réallzation of cthor basic obJectivcs
of ‘the International Truzteeship System, The indlgenes live In the Kamerun .
and thoy know what 1s wrong thove, They know that thelr indivlidual interests:
aro Eﬁdillary to those¢ of nationals'of the administering authoritieej"They
know that thoir cconomic condition is the poorest imaginable, and that the’
administoring authoritios have donc little and are doing little or nothing
to amolioreto tho position, They knew that almost all important‘and lucrative
entorpriscs ih the Kamerun aro in the hands of olther matlionals of the
administering authoritiosior othor non-Africen alicns.
10, At a parley botweon the visiting miseion and the Bakwerl peoplo (in
Victoria Divislon) at BUEA on Noverber 3, 1949, tho ‘peopio directed the attentic
" of tho visitors to tho fact that thero are only twro European-owned shops in
the southcrn part of the Xamorun undcr British trustceship, Both shops aro.
0wned by MeseTs Uhited Africa Company Limitud ‘and John Hold & Company Limitcd
:Since the outbreak of the second world war - shops owned and run by onemy
alicne woro closcd down at the outbrosk of the wer - those British firms have
adoptod a somewhat quoer end hithorto-unknown practice whereby consumer-goods,
which are groatly in dcmand but have been in skort-supply since the outbreak
of the war aro only sold to a pzivileged fcw, tho so-called registered
customers" , who are mogtly Non-patives of the Kemorun,, Ehese "roglatered

/customers"



T/PET 4/79
T/PET.5/105
Pago 18

customoxs" are forced'by circumstancos to make what is known in local parlance
as 'conditional purchases®, that 1s rogistered customers buy partly goods which
are greatly 1n dcmand and” thercforo casily saloaﬁlo, and partly gocds whi&h do
not find a ready market amongst Africans, and which "registered customers"

not unnaturally usually fight shy. The rogisteréd customers naturally
compensate thomselves by seclling thc consumer=gocd~ at a very high profit;
often as high as threc-hundred por centum., As can be easily imaginod, thisi
practico rcacts very unfavourebly on the pocr peasant who, duo to'other
-cconom.c factors, finds it extremely difficult to make two cnds moet!

The Governmont of Nigerie appoinied a Comulssion of Ingulyy some time ago to
probe thls matter, and, although the Gommission of Inquiry has substantiated
this henlous and despicable practice, no remcdial mecasures have been evolved
to meet the situation, and there 1s no law to protect the poor peasant frqn
this indirect robbery,

11, The visiting rission had evitad great hopes in ths minds of the
Indigenous population of thuo Kemerun that a change for the better would result
from their "visit of insmoction", The peopls felt confident that the
Trusteeship Council weculd see to 1t that thé wrongs and shortcomings brought

to the notice of the visiiting mission would be righted or assauged. Alas,.
these were only bious hooosf  Before the visiting mission had éompleted'its
task, porsistent ruwaours began to porcolate through from abroad that all was
not well within the Trusteeshlp Council: that the British and French
Government were impatlient of the Trusteeshlp Councill!s criticisms of the
administratlion of the trust torritories, TFears were frecly exprossed that

the Trusteeship Council might, like its predecessor, the now defunct
Permanent Mandates Commisslon of the League of Nations, dissolve 1gnominiously.
- These rumours were accentuated by press reports such as that published on page
two of the 1issue of the Nigeria Review of November 26, 1949 - this newspaper 1s
published under the asgls of the Government of Nigeria, The press report sald:

"The British delegate has complained to the United Nations General
Assembly about the recent findings on the administration of trust
territorles. One was that the ‘Administering Governments should give
greater beneflte to the peoples themselves, ard another that educational
{feellities should Hy Lvrovsl, Fo said tha Britisl Jovornment wns '
alrsady teking stepe themselvses in the territories under thelr trusteeship

/and regented
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and resented strongly eny interference from the United Nations, They -
did not obJect to giving general infortution about the conditions in
tho territories iunder their administration, but they did object to the
United Nations trying to tell them hoy to run these countries,"

12, Again, the issue of the Nigeria Review of December 3, 1949, had the
following to say about mandeted %erritories: ‘

"U.N,0, and mandated tereitories,
Lords issue stern warning,

The princlpal point in the House of Loxds debate this week on .
edministration of the Colonies, particularly Africen, was the
reinforcement by Loxd Listowel, Minister for Colonial Affairs, of the
wvarning which Government nas already given to the United Nations
Trusteeship Council that the U,N,0, will not be permitted any
Intervention or sharing of responeibilitles in the governing of
colonlal territories, Lord Listowel folloyed criticlsms by Lord
Zweedsmulr, Lord Milverton and Lord Swinton,

Lord Milverton (former Governor of Nigeria) spoke of !futility
and almost impertirence® cf the Unlted Natlons resolutlion referring
to flying the Unlted Naticie flag and called for Government®s firm
stand on its right %o adwinister mandated territorles umlimpeded by
lgnorant and possibiy mal;cious representations from the outslde,

Loxd. Listowel dernounced this "back sea’ driving" by 58 nations
whose role was surely tn watch, crlticise admonish and supervise,
and. not to teke any part in the actual process of administrationcs..
It would be a completo dereliction of our duby to the people of the
Colonies if we offerad to share our present responsibilities with
representatives of other countries. This deoes not mean that we
resent outside advice on grounds of national prestige, or that our
administration is so perfect that 1t camnot be improvsd, That would
be a complete misjudamont of our attitude. We wolcome constructive
criticiem from any source, but criticisms at UN.0, have often been
yvarped by anti-British and anti-Colonial prejudice,

We leave it you to Judge the effect of such statemants on the indlgenous
peoples of the trust territories, Iﬁ our opinion, these utterances msan

In effect that the administering suthorities could do. whatever they will

in the so~called trust territories without anybody intervening on behalf

of the poor indigenes, :

%3, Tke concluelone and recommendations contaiﬁed in the visiting mission’s
reporta fell far short of the expectations of the psoples of the Kemerun.
Suspicion was engendered in the minds of the pecple that the‘visiting mission
had s0 kow-towed to the administering authorities as to rendsr it incapable

/of propounding
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of propounding effective renedies ageinst the- many 111ls to which the people
folt bound to invite ‘the mission‘s atten*ion‘ Tbe visiting mission had failed
to glve proper vent to the clearly expressed wishes of the people to ‘be
UNIFTED: 4n short, the visiting mission had been.over-cautious not to give.
offence tc the administerirg authorities, This atiitude would appear to. be
the outcome of the vicious war of nerves directed et the tilme against: the
Trusteeship Council by members of the British Parlisment and the British
Press for allegedly arrogating to itzelf the task of intervening in the
governing of ﬁho Erifish trust territories in-Africa (vide paregraphs'll and
12 above), The enlightened elements in the Kamsrun begun to ask themselves
whether the Trusteeship Council was in fect wnat it parnorted to be, ‘a watch-
dog of the United Nations overseseing the well-being and happiness of I{ndigenous
inhabitants of the trust te“}itories; a8 laid down in the Charter and the
trusteeship'agreements. Ve ere yet to lea“n the react101 of the United
Nations to this war of ﬂewvesc. ,
14, The peoples of the Britlsh and French sections of the Kamerun have
overwvholmingly asked to e UNIITED, They felt and still foel that the
arbitrary division of thsé Xemeiun betwesn Britain and France with its
attendant artificial customs-oum-politiGEl frontier has croated a siﬁuetion
which tends to nu¢lify the conswmation of the basic obJectives leid down

An Articles 73 and 76 of the United Nations Charter of June 26, 1945, Both
‘ the United Nations and the Administering Authorities have solemnly pledged
themselves in writing to reepect "the freely expreseed wishes of the peoples
concerned" (cf, Article 76°(b) of thoe Charter). Why are thoy now vacillating
to perfoym their ' ‘sacred trust of civilisation" as provided in Article T3 of
the Charter? What drastic referms in the flelds of political, econcnmic,
gociel and educational advancement have the administering auehorities C
introduced in the Kamerun since the visit of the First Weat African Visiting
Mission in November/Dscember 19497 The enlightoned elements .in 'the.Kamerun
under British administration have ropeatedly requested the introduction of
Local Governxent Reform, but, unfortunately, no action has as jyet been teken,
No ccuntry in West Africe has, in our opinion, suffered at the hands of
imperialism as much as ths Kamerun: it.is en open secret that the administering

authorities employ stooges’ and nincompoope to wreck nationalist attempts at

/emancinating
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emancipating the people of the Kamerun from the shackles of eocial inequality,
economic explitation and political bondage. We know that the movement we
havg ushered in would as likély'as not entall victimization at the hands of
the agents of imperialism, We know that somé of us would as likely as not
be 1impeached with offencee we have never committed in order to musgle our
outcry. But we would asserverate here that wo shall not deviate an lota
from this "holy" crusade until and unless our sufferings are assuaged, As- is
the case in Togoland, we know that organisations subtly sponsored and financed
by imperilalist agents are epringing up in this country with the .object of
undermining our national resurgence and of emsuring the perpetustion of the
'status quo’, We are, however, confident that these enemtes of progréss would
tealise in time the foily of thelr contemptibls defection and recant,
15. We are familiar with the plight of the Ewes of sodthefn Togoland who
have unsuccessfully fought for the past five years for a change in the present
political set-up in their country and for the unification of Eweland. Since
the Togolanders are not discouraged by the vacillating tactics of the United
Nations and are still striving hard to achieve the’r cherished goal,>we too
in the Kemerun, who are similarly placed, are undaunted, We know that the
unification of either Togoland or the Kamerun would sound the death-knell
of the existing political arrangements, ' ' '
Seys a famous British Statesman: "What we have, we hold}{" At enother time,
the pronouncement of the seme Statesman was, "he was not called to office to
preside over the liquidation of the British Empire", These words are
portentous, for Britain and France have, in our opinion, no intention of
wltimately giving up thelr strangslhold on elther Kamerun or Togoland, This
opinion is reinforced by & Mr, E.W. Martin!s review of & book entitled
“Freedom and Authority in West Africa" by M. Robert Delavignette, a former
High Cormissloner cf the French Cemeroons, when he writes, amongst other
things, on page 397 of the issue of April 1951 of the "West African Review",
a monthly magazine published in Livefpool; England, as follows:
Mo M; Delavignette belleves that 1t is urgently necessary
for the knowledge and methods, tested in West Africa by various
European: natlons, to be pooled for mutual aid, Britain and France

Jointly recognise that they are partners in a vast enterprise and
that all their plans and actions are in the last analysis complementary:

* /Great Britain
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.. Greet Britain-is tending towamds the creation of extensive African
dominions to be incorporated eventually into the Commonwealth; France
- looks upon all overgea territory as pert of the national community,

M4ees But never does he make the cardinal error of attributing
to the African psople who ave ‘the governed, all those deficiencies.

. -and orrors .that-arise naturally in such a relationship and must
inevitably be due in part to the imperfections inherent in authority
iteelf,,..."

16: In his despetch of July 15, l950 the British Secretary of State for

l the Colonies had written, amongst other things on the New Constitution of
'Vigeria, as follows°j

oM e, I wish to make it clear beyond all doubt that His MaJesty's
Government attaches the very agreat tpst importance to builaing up & -
unified Nigeria on the- basis of thres compcnent regions.’

B Since, according to the present political and administrative arrengements,

. the Kamerun under°British trusteeship forms one the cOmoonent perts of the
Eastern Region of a "Unified Nigeria", is 1% far-fetohed for Kamerun

A”nationalists to infer that the process of permanently integrating thie
territory with Nigeria is being carried out with consummate skill and
subtlety? In this _connexion, we would refor you to the statement of the
British delegate (Mr, John M, Martin) at the General Assembly's Fourth

. (Trueteeship) Committee on November, l9h9 - quoted in paragraph 4 (h)(&) 1
above. Having in view theee authoritative statements by highly placed and
responsible nationals of the administering authorities thought ul ‘
Kamerunians aro unable to reslst the impression that the- sugar-coated
language used in the United Nations Charter and Trusteeship Agreements whereln

- it is provide’ that the iaeal almed at under the international trusteeship

system ic eventually to grant self-"overnment or independence to the’ peoples el

the truet territories is merely a sedative to 1ull the childishly~confiding

- Africans into a false sense of security, that 1s the notion universally held

by them that the Kamerun would ultimately Join the community of ‘the free or
solf-governing nations and establish her own government of the people by the
people, and for the people, 18 nothing but a sweet illusion'

17, with a view to providing members of the Trusteeship Courcil with a word-
plcture of affalrs in the hamerun, ‘4t appears to us appropriate to trace

[oriefly
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briefly the events before and after the German occupation of the Kamérun.

18, Portuguese explorers were the first Buropeans to call:at. the estuary of
‘Duala during their voyages. 'to India in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
-They found a great quantity of prawns in the estuary vhere the city of Duala
‘I8 situated, and as a result they termed the Duala river 'Rio dos Cameroes!
(the river of pravme), The territory of the Kamerun derived its name from’
this river-Xamerun River, ‘ . (

19. News-that the Kamerun (Duala) River was very rich in slaves and useful
rew materlals such as ivory tusks, timber (ebony), palm oil and palm kernels,
bush rubber, etc,, soon spread in Europe and attracted not & small number of
‘trading ships to that river, Trade flourished, and &s it was to be expected
-the European traders soon vied with one another in extolling the virtueé of
thelr respective nations with a view to cajoling the unsuspecting but warlike
Kamerun (Duala) chiefs to give them "favoured-nation" treatment, or to place
themselves under the "benevolent” suzorainty of stheir governments.

20, It came to pass that a British Baptist Missionary, the late Reverend
Alfred Seker, together with a band of his followers, who had escaped the
persecutions of the Jesult Fathers (Roman Catholic) on the island of Fernando
Po, had started a mission station in Akwa, one of the principal quarters of
the city of Duala, in 1845, Due to the influence of British Missionaries and
Merchants, the independont chiefs of the Kemerun (Duala) invited Her late
Graclous Majesty Queen Victoria in 1879 and again tetween 1882 and 1883 to
declare a protectorate over their territory. Owing, however, to the reluctant
attitude of the British"Govérnment in the United Kingdom, Her Gustaf Machtigal,
German Consul-General for West Africa, forestalled Mr, Hewett, British Consul
in the 01l Rivers District of Eastern Nigeria. The result was that the
Germen flag was hoisted in Duala on July 1k, 188k ~ a few days before the long
locked -for advent of Consul Hewett, The protests of Consul Hewett both to the
Germans and the Kamerun (Duala) chiefs proved unavailing,

21, The most important event attending.the occupation of the Kamerun
territory as German protectorate was ths political {reaty of July 12, 188h,
between the German firms Jantzon and Thorinlen and Edward Vohs of Hamburg
(Germany) and the Kamerun on the one part, ard the independent chiefs of the

Keamerun (Duala) on the other part; the Imperial German Government was

/subsequently
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- pubsequently substituted for the ‘tvocontracting German firms, It may.not be
- widely khown, at any rate-outside the Kemerun, that ‘the period of tige,
stipulated in the politicdl treaty of July 12, 188k; was thirty.years-only

- (1., 1884-191h), In December 188%; the towns of:Bonaprise (Joss) and

" Bonabert '(Hickory) of the Bell Clan were subjected. to a terrific bombapdment,

by a German Naval Sguadron commanded by Admiral Knorr.for rioting-against the
cesgion of Duala to the German Keiser, R Sl
22;;»Invl912; the late Rudolf*-Dualla Mariga Bell, paramount chief of Bell Clan

B . of Duala, was given anfoffibially<adthenticated'mandate‘by all-.Duala- chiefs to

- repredent the -entire Duala triBie .in. the ‘matter of the expropriation by ithe
‘Imperial German-government - of ‘the whole Native lands in Duala, The late Chief
Rudolf Dialia Manga -Bell notified the .Impérial German Govermment .in writing on
February 20, 191k, that the Duale chiéls representeéd by him were averse to ths

f‘rgnewal of* the politidal tyeaty which was.due to expire on.July 12, 1914, The

reason which had weighed with the Duala ‘chiefs to withdraw from.the treaty wes

- that the Germens-had resolved upor expropriating Native lends in-Duala in

defience of the provisions of the treaty which positively iaid it down that

> - lands on ywhich villages-end farms were situated .as well as Native forest

estates shall for ever remain the properity of the Natives and.their descendants
(compare the "German Whito Book" published by & Herr BUCHNER, with. particular
reference to the duration of the DuaiaAGermaanoliticalrtreatyiof July 12, 188k;
" and also the Gorman Goveraxeont White Paper on the. Fxpropriation .of the entire

- Native ldnds in Dusla, Kemerun, ibsued :y. tho-German Colonial Office in 1913).
Chief Rudolf Dublla Mangad Bell wes. executed by:!.the Gericansiat Duala‘on

Atigust 8,191k fer daring to question the Legallty of -the:German expropriatior
medsuren planned for the city of Duala; Siuce the German-Duala treaty’ ceased
to have‘any7legal significance on July 12;~I9lh, the Kdmerun had tacitly

" regained her sovereignity as from that date and should for all practical
purposes be free-and“indépéndent, owing allegiance.to no World Powers

23, ‘It might be argued 'that the hinterland tribes of the Kamerun could
scarcely come within the ambit of the Germen-Duala political treaty:of:
Jdly-l2; 188h, since the chiefs of those tribes were no perty to. that..

agreement, This argument cannot, in'our view, hold water because the’Duala-

N
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chiefs had providently made a vgentleman's agreement” with the Germans at a
later date wherein it was stipulated that Europeans éhall neither penet“ate
into the interior nor haeve any direct trade rolations with the hinterleand _
trives, and that all trade was to pass through Duala middlemen (compare ‘
Harry R, Rudin: "Germans in the Cameroons, 1884-191L", published by

Jonathan Cape in 1938). It is thus conclusive that the Germans kmew very well
that the Dualas held the fkey! to their occupation of the hinterland anpd that
without the treaty of July 1884, they could have obitained no foothold in the
areas behind Duala - areas which were subseQuently appended to the coastal
-districts coded by the Dualas to form a compact "Kamerun". It follows,
therefore, that both agreéments were leogally binding on the entire territory
of the Kamerun, , L ' L )

24, These treaties were, as usual, regerded by the Germans as mere scraps

of paper to be abrogated unilaterally whenever the exigencles of their
country so dictated. Barely four years (i.e., in 1888) after the conclusion
of these treatles, the German deernﬁent equipped two military cxpeditions

for the subjugation of ﬁhe hinterland tribes: one led by Dr. Zintgraff went
up éo the-highlands of what 18 now known as the Bamenda Province of the
Kamerun trust territory and penetrated as far as POLA on the Benue river; the
other undexr Captains Kund and Tappenbeck blazed a trail from Batanga on the
Atlantic coast to Yaounde where they established a militery station in 1889,
Other military expeditlons followed sult and by 1907 the whole Kemerun was ‘
brought under the heels of the German Emperor,

25, Considering tho facts discloged in the preceding paragraphs, the Allied
and Associated Powers (namely, Britain, Frence, etc.) were wrong in regarding
the Kamerun as German "property" amenable to selzure as a prize of war during
the l9lh-l918 cbnflagration. Consequentiy the partition of the Kamerun bstween
Britain and France with the connivance of other Europeaen Powers in oxr about
1916 without first consulting the indigenous Inhabitants is looked upon by
every ﬁatriotic Kemerunien as a high-handed act violating the principles of
basic human rights and fundamental freedoms which these powers have contracted
to uphold, Reports current during the first world war were to the effect that
. the Allied and Associated Powers were waging war against the Central European
Powers so that the communities enslaved or threatened by Kalserism may be
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liberated and that 8 system of governmen+ of the people, by the people and
for the people wolhld ensue. Accordingly) the indigenous peoples of the
Kamerun then languishing under German yoke ‘recelved the allied forces invading
this country with open arms as the harbinger of an ora of ‘peace, happlness
and’ contentment Meny thousand Kamorunians were massacred by German soldiery
'f as reprical for assisting allled troops. But as 1t will be ‘seen. from this

E petition end others submitted’tojthe United Netions by individuals and
‘1polit1cal organisations in the Kamerun, “the- high hopes entertained by the
‘peoplo have but imperfectly realised. S ' o :
26, We concede, however, that the independant -and "free" peoples«of the
Kaferun ‘are not yet sufficiently edvehced politically to stand upon their own
legs and should perforce be undsr the guardianship of a more politically-
edvanced nation. But thers must be -established a transition period.of years
during wkich poriod the people 'Of the Kamorun mist be trained for self-
government with utnost‘vigouf. During this period of transitton; "{mported"
officials of the administsring ‘authorities must be gradually replaced by
Kamerunilans whenever vacencies occur and when capable ‘persons are available
for such positions. To this end,'Io&alLybappointed7officials ghould take up
. ddvanced courses on subjects relative to their duties with a view to -
tqnalifying'them for higher positions (see also debates of Gensrdl Assembly?'s
Fourth‘(Trusteeship) Comﬁittee on Progréss 'in Trust Territories: - pages 528-
537 of Bulletin Vol, VII-No.9-November 1, l9h9, published by the United
~Nations Department of Public Information) L

27 " As stated above, ‘{t"1s true that certain tribes, mostly in thoe forest
belt, in the Kamsrun, lack political exper;ence~in the modern gense of the
world end &ére, therefore, incapable of assuming without outside assigtance ths
full responsibility of the government of thelr areas.. This'isidue mainly to
the fact that officials of the administering authorities have within' the
"thirty-sevon years they have held sway in the Kamerun done their'wofk but
4sunerficially in guidinn Africav leaders in the handling of: administrative ard
political affairs and t6 turn’ any mistekes to profit ‘through constructive
criticism. You will agree, Sif, that ‘the only wey for the administering
authorities to promote the -education in self-goverament in the Kamerun is to
' put polltical responsibility in.the hands of the psople to a degree where they

/cen learn.
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can learn, This is not being done, The so-called native authority systéﬁ as
practised at prosent is nothing but a mekeshift. Training in self-government
can only be through experience, sometimes costly but the risk must be taken,
It is essentlal that nationals of the Kamerun should be Included in greater
numbers in all government, bodies, even though they may not have.full ccmpetence
The progressive initiation of the local leaders in public ‘affairs is in ltself
an objéotive of major importance. Reforms on the above lines;should,
therefore, be initiated at an early date, Says Babington Macaulay on the

' question of a country not being ripelfor independence:

"It is worth the fool in the adage who says he will never
go into the water until he has learnt how to swin",

And the Scriptures have it:

"Train up a child in the way he should go, and even
when he is old he will not depart from it,"

1

(compare Proverbs chapter 22 werse 6),

28. We make no apology for writing at such an inordinate length nor do we
hesitate to lay the truth bare even at the risk of incurring the displeasure
of the powers-that-be. The interests of, and love for, our couﬁtry transcent
all personal considerations., We sarnestly and regpectfully request that
careful and serious considefation be given to the representations contained
in this memorandum - representations which are basesd on the declsions arrived
at by the delegates from the Kemerun under British and French trusteeship at

their recent conference at Kumbka,

We have the honour to ve,
Sir,
Jabea K. Dibonge

Your obedient Servants,

Jabea K, Dibonge
Goneral President Kamerun
United National Congress
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