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K A M E R U N . U N I T E D N A T I O N A L C O N G R E S S, 

NATIONAL SECRETARIAT, B U E A, KAMERUN 

Sir, 

B u e a·; Kamerun, West Africa, 

26 NC'_i"8:-!ller 1951 

I am directed to supply the following :!.rlfo3'.'mation i',1 supplement of our 

m~morandum dated the 30th of Octo"be:r.: 

Pas~.4-12-2Ll!!~T!~£~;?-2:,..~= I am to e;:1g_uire why such a wide 
disparity should be allowed to exist between the measures for the benefit of 

the inhabitants of the trust territories in West Africa and those for the 

citizens of the fonner Italian SowaliJ..anc. in North-East Africa ( vide paragraph 
. . 

three page eleven of United Nations Background Paper No. 48 of June l, 1949, 

and. Articles two to threo,,. sevs. '- to eight, fourteen, twenty and twenty-four of 

the draft Trusteeship At-~-,~'; srri.a~1t for the terri.tory of Somaliland as approved 

by the Trusteeship Council on January 27, 1950 - µage 183 of United Nations 

Bulletin Vol. VIII - No. 4 - :B'eb:~ua:::y 15, 1950) • 

2. With regard to the questions of (a) t~e creation of a Kareerun citizenship 

to express the ideal of a joint Ne.tionality, and. (b) of the observation by the 

administering powers of the basic hume.n rishts and fundamental freed.oms, I am 

to refer you to Articles one to two, four and nine of the draft "Declaration 

of Constitutional Princi"?les11 guaranteeing the right;s of the indigenous 

1nhab1 tan ts of the terr:i.tory of Somn:!.ila!ld an;:iexed to the TrusteeAhip 

Asroem.cnt (vide pages 186-187 of U~ited Nations Bulletin Vol. VIII - No. 4 -
February 15, 1950). Articles 1 .. 2 o.nd 4 are of particular interest to the 

inhabitants of the Kemorun and we feel we must quote them hereunder: 

The SecretarJ-Gcneral 

United Nations Orcanisation, 

Palo.is de Ch a i 1 lot, 

~-E.J ___ ~~2 F r !:_I}~• 

/"Article 1: 
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"Article 1·t 
11The i t f i sovere gn y o the Ter-.dtory is vested. · n its pE;Jople and. 

Ci 
I 

· • shall be exercised by: the Administering Authority on their behalf 

and in the manner p.rescribe~ heroin by decision of the United. 
Nations ~-11 

"Article 2: 

"The Administering Authority shall take the necessary steps to 

provide _for the 'population of the Territory a status of 

citizenship of the Territory and. to ensure their diplomatic and · 

consular protection when outside the limits of the Territory 

and of the territory of the Administering Authority." 

X X 

"Article 4: 

X 

11 The Administrator shall appoint a Te~itorial Council, 

composed of inhab1 t2.1.ts of i)~e Territory and. repre1::,entati ve 

of its people. 

"In all matters other tlmn defense and !'oreign affairs, 

the Administrator shall consult the Territorial Council. 

"The legislative authority shall normally be exercised 

by the Act:ninistrator after consultation with the Territ~rial 

Council until such time as an elective legislature has 'been 

established." 

3. I run to emphasize the fact that our me~orandum of October 30, 1951, 
relates to the general questions of our rig.½ts and interests: petitions 

dealing with specific cases of infringement of our rights and interests· will 

be submitted to you in due course. 

4. We are happy to learn (page nineteen of Trusteeship Council document 

T/A,C.41/SR.14 of 27 July, 1951) that a United. Nations Visiting Mission is 

likely to visit this country in 1952. We would respectfully urge that. the 

Visiting Mission be allowed to spend more time in the Kamerun than had been 

the case in 1949, and,that !t should have full competence to discuss freely 

and unhampere~ matters privately or publicly with the indigenous people as 

circumstances may delll8nd. 

/5. I run to 
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5. I amt~ enclose hereto a copy of the ph6tograph taken during the recent 

conference of the Ka:merun United National Cong~ess at Kumba. 

6_, Copies of this letter have been transmitted to His Excellency the High 

Commissioner of the French Republic in the Karnerun, Yaoundi, and the 

Honourable the Commissioner of the K1?-me1·;.m, Buea.; for their information. 

'r have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

• Yo11r o1iedient Servant, 

(Sir,ned Jsbsa K. Dibonge) 
Ja1,ea K. Dibonse 

Pr0s ident••freneral, 
Kamernn United National 

Congress. 

Received at U. N. N. Y. 10 ~anuary 1952. 

./. 

/KAMERUN UNIT.ED 
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·KAMERUN tiNITED NA~IO!{AL dONGRESS, 
' 

NATIONAt SECRETARIAT, Bu EA, KAMERUN 

Sir, 

B u e a, F.:.ame_run, West Africa, 
30 0h Octcber, 1~51. 

We are directed to info1.0m you that a Natior.al C.onve::1tion of delegates· 

from the Kame run under British · and. French Trus teoi:fhip was held at Kumba from 

August 12 to 13, 1951, whereat it ~•as_ unani1no:.1sly d.ecided. to inaugurate a 
. . . 

virile and vociferous national organise.tlon to be styled. 11 THE KAl\fERUN 'UNITED 

NATIONAL CONGRESS", The Kame run Uni tea. National Congres·s is an organisation . . . . . 

of the common man, and. all nationals of' the. KEi:ne:run ar~ Elligibl~ for_ membership 

It cd.ters for the well-being ar.d happiness of all natior.als of the':Ka:inerun, 

their tribal or racial nffini ties· notvrithstandine. 

2. - Before. discussing in gr0ater detail the aims and objects of the Congress, 

it is important to point out that the Kamerun United National Congress is. 

neither an underground nor a su"!:l-rerniv-e movement affiliated. with, nor controlle 

nor influenced by any c;over:".!msnt, party or e.ssocia·tion outside West Africa. . . . 

It is a. spontaneous growth i:icited by 'the disabilities and crippling handicaps 

. inherent in the present poli tica.~~ set~up. ':C:rn Ka~erun U-:1ited National 

Congress is not opposed to personalities or itdividuals as such, out it is 

fJghting acainst a system of governmer.t which is detrimental to the well-betng 

an.d political ,aspirations of the peoriles of the Kamerun. It is figp.ting in 

accordance with the princ:tpJ.es la:1 a.01-m in the Ur.ited Nations Charter and 

the Trusteeship Asreements which result.ed therefromo In this c_onnec tion, we · 

are ~o assure you, Sir, that no rig}1t-thii.1king Kamerunian would ever have 

essayed. to question the p:::·opriety of the present.political set-up had. the 

The Secretary-General 
United Nations Orga~i~ation, 

Pala~s de C~aillot, 
Paris, France. 
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people been accorded. a sq_ue.re d.eal; or· had. the adiriiniEJtering authorities taken 

full cocnizance of the fact that kame~uniens too are human beings with desires 

and aspirations as other people. 

3. We have been inspired in our struggle by the words used. by the President 

of the Uni tea.. States of P,me:-clca (l,ir, ITarry Tr'J.mar,) ,Y~ the signing of the 

Charter in the auditorium of the Vetero.nsZ Ncre.orh~:'. riall,. Sun Francisco, 

U ,S .A.: 

111.I:he Cha:-:-'l;e:::, of +;he Unito3. l'Jatio::is which yov. h~ve just 
signed.· is a so:1-:l.1. Rt~:1a:;tu:ro u.Jc:1 1?1:.ic?.:i. vtEi c?:1"! bt;.iJ.d. a better world., 
History \,i.1.1 J.1O1:Ol'.:."."' 7cu f0:.'.' it," ~-jet·;/0C1.1 tho vie '.;o_,'"lr tn Eu1•O-ne -----------·----- ...... 1!.----•- ... --... , ... _ ,J J:' 
and. the final victo:r;y-; in ·c:,J.s roo2t ci.est::..~;J.ct::.·,re of all wars, you 
have won a victo:-,.jr f¾S2.innt wa:r- itse::..f. o ~ ,W1 t:1 this Charter the 
v,orld. can begin -l;o lc'.)k fo:r,.s-r·J. to -t'he ttme 1,)he,1 all worthy huma.-ri 
w;igony .. be p~~i\ea.:.~?-ii-~e-~~-sint;Ii:ns ·:tr~e ti~.121"?". 

Then tl:e P:::·esidc)nt point,J6. ou.t t:hat tho C11a1·ter wou~:.c1. worh: only if the 

peoples of the world woj'.,-) 5.ete::t,r.L1ocl to rn2.ko H wo::::k o 
11 2:f we fail to use 

it", he concluded., we s:tk.· .. l. :i-.:i"' :;}:::w a~L 1. those '"~ho ht1. ve c.i.ed. so that we !'light 

meet here in freed.om ari-1 r::c\.fety t:) c :\;ai;e j_t," If.. ,;e Re 81: i.;o _ u~ it selfishly -

for th.£,_E-~anta~ ~:f a!]'"_ onC: .... .11='•':J.on _ 0r,_a,..1yy~"'i',\l:..Ji.ro.1).l of _n9,~ons •· we shall 

be eg_uoJ.lv r21;Jlty of -!:;hat. bo-t,·-:e.~;::i.l. As this !m::.·ra"Live u:ifold.s its elf, you -·;:.;...._,__ _ ___, _______ ,.. _________ .. _ -· 
shall see · ho~., far if u t ?,l. :. tr..e w-on";.3 of P x·oG 5.c.e:-1'0 rcru:1\a:1 have been translated 

into d.eed.s by the COi!'tro::..lers of tho des'0i~1:0s of ·i·,he Kc::.Ic.e:cun. 

4. The d.ec ls io:is uno.n:"i..;wJu□ :.y talce:i ~S the deJ.ecptes f ro:m. tho Kame run under 

British and. French t::·i.;.sh'.Jship c:c tho ;:nt~on~~- cc:1·,·e::1c!.o-.-i. hold.Gn at Kum1ii:i. on 

Aucust 12_ to 13, ::!.95J., wo:.·o: 

(a) to p:::-ess f':::"l:' the oa:r.ly vr-~:.fico.tlCJu o:r the two roct:tcns of the 

Kamerun. The Kcimcru:1 is u.i; p:e::.K•:·~t ur"t)H:.~urily o.i.vicl.od. between France. 

und Brita:n. 1rh::..s a1•b:;.tra.:7 division iD ini;P.lcal ·t,o the em01:·gence of 

the Kamerun as a cohesive se1f~goYerninG or iniopendont Nation. 

Experience has tau13ht us t:w.t the d.iffero:1t ayston:s of European 

cuitures now bebg :b.i,U.J.:.ol into our :;_:iool)lo by tho ad.ministering 

autho:..1i ties are a be.r to the attcin..-ri.e:-it of nattonhoocl by tho Kamerun; 

(b) as a necessarJ p:cr.J.limir;D.ry to a;:1d. :pending the consummation of 

unification of the Knrao:::-i.m ter:citory, the Kamcri .. n United National 

Congress should. undertake: 

/(1) to effect 
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(1) .. to effect the te:moval df. ~ll obstacles which, now.-Jmpede the fre0 
. - ;,, . 

moYe?J1;:JL1t within the Kame run oi' ind:!.:genous people ?-nd the transport 
,i •, 

qf, iih¥l-1r:. p~rsonal 1>roperty ,( inclH9-ing: trade goods pr ,wha-t;;,ever origin) 
. ' \ . . .. 

. th~"\i; is :the: -~pta~._ab:sog~ti,c;>n,:q~- _the_ existing·_cus .. ~oms-cum:•POlitical 

fr.on tier· and exchange,. ppn,trol. and the ;:e ·lntrocluction_ in lieu 
. .. ' ' . -·· ., . " ': ' . ·----

thereof of a Customs. Uciio;.".'. })ot1,ree:1 t,he t.;c, ser,:~~'.(:me of the Ka:w.erun 01. 
' -. .. · . . . .: . . . .. · . - , 

- the lines of the Customs Co1~v_ention conc;.ltiE,l.d_ 'batweE3n the High 
. . .. . .- . , .. ', . .. ' 

Qorr;lf..iS$ioner of the F:i.1encl1, Repub~ic .. in .. t,he ,KOJ1i3run and. the Governor 
, . . . .. . -·· . ' ' . , . . ~- . . . •' , . . . ' . 

-. of Nigeria whtch was i!J. f~rce between t;o? ye@.r~s,. 'i9i6 and. 1921. The 
. 1' •• • • •• • . •• .{:. '' . • 

-. impress ion _ lef-t en ove-::y . t.h~ughtful pe:rso-a tn. the _Kam~:r,un. is that th6 . . ·.·. . . . 

revocatioa of .-s11ia Custq:cis_J:;n_ic:;:n in. c:c ~:iout 192,l ?,nd __ its replacement 
• ~ ' • • • • .. - - ' • • • • ••• " f • '. • • • • ' 

by ttfy .p:re.t.1ent C~sto~.ns frontier W:l;).S occ,a,sioned '\)y _the pressure brougl: 
~ • I ~ • • • • • • • • • • • ,; • • ' • ' • : ~ • •• • 

to bear upon the administering authorities by ,rhEl_ P_?wer;f:'Uf European 

'rraclin~ Comb:i.Det?,o rr this .s1.-1:r:nise ::.s'. co_rrect_,: then the_._ administering 

aut.ho::-ities k:re 'been .:'•,:3:!-.iss in nr;t ob8e:cv-i.ng i;he. policy., accf;)pted 
• • ~ • ,, • • ' • ' • < • 

1:ly every me:.n.'br. r cf -~he Uni '.,aJ. Nu t_1ans tu cont.ro.: of dependent areas, 

.• , 
11 t!J.at trie iat .. :J.':'•.JE;ts ..:··: th~ bhabitn.nts ~•f t:l:0se territories are 

.... paramount a:-ii ·::;:1c,:'\i ·,;/1,:1 co'.".ltr~lling l)O~-re:.•3 accep~ ~s a. sacred. trust 

. '.tl1e obligatiou, to p::o:..note ta :the_ utliL'.JSt; _ w.1. thin, }he system of peace 

a:io.. 8ec~ri ty esta".Jlisbed by the. Charter; the w·l?ll~be.ing of the 

inha 'o ita:ntr:: 11 
; 

(2) to see to -;;:r~e i.:ev5:s:!.on; nmo~1d.11e-~1t OY.',a.)tJ;l.lfi~~tion of both· 

t~iJ-~<"Geesh:tp a3:1:GS't:lcn·:;s Fh:\0h aut;ror!.,301 B:·~.ta5.n. £1.r,d. F-.cahoe to form 

'\:.: .~ .c1:1stoms, f.isca:::.. and acl.riin1:s:t1-ative u:.ion~.-1wtween. the trust 

te:::·rl torios a,.d a}.j::1ccm:::. t.e:.··:citori1;1s u::1d.e:,· t1~e."!.:·· control and to . '/. . ' ' . . . 

esto/,~.ia:1. cor.i.YD.on se:>vices 118-Lwecn thssa tord '.:corios o • -In qur . ,• ; ' , ; 

:-,:~xperionce, the ope:rc.:::1on of this .a:.~ticJ.e h~s 1n /act created. 

conditions wh:ch w·E.:.. o~s"h:r.Llct the sepaJ:ai;~ clev_f;);i.opment o_f the 

whole o,f the Knmorun terri tpry.,. in. the f:l.e:£.c1s of po;l..1 tical, ec.onomic, - . . . .,,, 

sqcial ~nd etucatio~al a~vencement,. as a .di□ tinct and. united. poiitical 
. . .. . . .. - - . . ' ., 

entity •. T~1e E:2.:m~;;<u:1 U:11i-h~cl ilJ'E1;tJ.o::1a:1. ConGrsas considers it the ,4:1;1ty . 

of tl~e. Trustee~hlp Councn t.o evo::.i.Y~; - parl~::.n.5 ~he cor1summation of .. 

unification - sai'ec;:.w.!'C'.ti to P~-~:Serve t:':10 syecial J>plitical s~tttu,s of. 

the Ko+nerun as.- a whale.~ ._ . 
\ : _., ' ... 

/In this 
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In this connexion;-. it is :important bo :bemember that even members of 

the Trusteeship Cou~dil had, when examining the British.Cameroons· 

report for 1947, ,expressed misgivings lest the integration of th~ 

trust·terrftory with the administering autho-:cityts, colonial 

territory of Nigeria would eventually es-L:~ ... lguish-the distinct 

poli tioal status of the Kamerun~ We cau ·.~o no ':,e-tter than reproduce 

here the relevant questions asked. by the T:;;·usteei:!hip Council: 

:Question 5: Under present conditicns 9 would not the logical outcom~ 

be the complete integration of the Trust Territory with the Colonial 

Territory? And if so, would. not the realisation of self-government 

or independence instead of being one of separate evolution, depend 

entirely on whether Nigeria itself becomes self-governing or 

independent?" 

:•~~ee_~_6.:. If it is assumed that the arbit:i:'ary division of the 

territory afte"".' the f:i.:rst wo:."ld war LJakes it d.lfficult for the Trust 

Te:-.:-ritor"J to d.,J"G:;.op separately, was it not u:i.realistic to submit it 

as a T:rust Ter1·:'.,:~c•:cy u·,1i:.er the present t9Y.'Jl.B? If, because of such 

: a.rbitra:-y divislc:-,. 1 it ia hard to govern t:1e Trust rrer:ritory as a 

. unit and it must be joined. to a1ljacent Colonies.P would .it ~ot be 

bettor under the letter and.. e;p~.!"::.t of the Chl'.1rter ~o have either a 

uniffod Crunero~r.1s unie:c I.::.:-itiis:1-•F:ro~1c:h "trlist a,lmtnistration or a 

unif lcation of Nic;0r:.a ar.cL t.i.:e Cn.'.'.lleroon~'. as a single Trust Territory? 

"Quostion_7~ In the dei.ibcrc;J:.ions of NlGe::-:!.a:1 executive and. 

logisJ.ative cou.ncils, particularly wit:i rofo:tonce to allocating 

expond.i ture and plan::-.dng o!: c.e:9a.:':'tmentuJ. p1·05:co.:i:ir.11'3s, is tho True t 

Tcrrftory tren.ted on a e-pe.::,!.a:. bF.l.r.is as req_uir:!.ng special favourable 

consia.oratio-.1 o:.:' is it sim:i?:!,y treated. as a se:.'ies of distinct and 

perhaps somewhat "bac:.i/a:rd.11 pa::cts of tho. :Ni.ce::l.an provinces?" 

In this connexionl we would also refer you to. the debates in the FOl,1..1 t,h 

(Trusteeship.) Committee o·i1 the snbject of progress in tl:e trust territories 

recorded. on pagea 528~537 of Bulletin Vol. VI:i.•1~oo9- Kovem.·ber l, 1949, 

published by the Depa:ttme::1t of Pu').lic I:1fo~mat::..cl{, U::ii~;ed. Nations. 

We shall be interested to learn, in .due course, the conclusions and 

recomn.endations made by the Committee established by the Trusteeship Council 

/ on January Z7, . 
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on January 27, 1941; 11 to ma.lee a--,specia:). study of 'bhe problem ;f Administrative 

Unions _p,ffecting T:r.ust 'rerritdriles, and to;xe~ommend saf~guards to preserve: 

the _4istinct poli.tical status of the t:r.us:t,-··t~~r:ito~ies, and e-ne.ble tho 

Tru~.teeship Council effectively to exercise its supervisory functions 11 
( vide 

• ' • !.· ' ,, 

pagefi )5-:-~.7 of U0N ~ Background. Pape1• No~ 48 of Jt\n~ 1; 191~9). 

Unlike the trusteeship agreoment rela.ting to ·"r1e f~:,"1':ler Italian Colony 

of S0P1<:,liland which sets a tb.o-limit to Italy' S i: t_ut;ia:s:),, of the So~lis, 

. ·the, period of validity of the. trustee.sl~ip ag:l.'ee1nd'nts -f~~ 'the two sections of 
·• .. . ,_... , . . 

· the Kame:rlfn is not stated.) that 1:·s these agreements will run fo~. an unspec ifiec.. 

period of ,bme. In this con:1.exio;i, the statm.usnt of Mr:,. Yasin
1 

Mughir of 

. Sy_ria during the deba: tes Ci teclc in the fofegoing .GIJ."b·-:Pa~~~~~aph is hig?lY 
II . - - . . . - ; - , .. 

illum1nat,1ng: Yasin Mughir, of Syri~, ~~d.e the point that_ the Administering 

Authorities were not. req_uired. · to ~ccoTd -~ompl~te i~depe~d.enc~· and. self• 

. gove~on~ iN~odiately, ~or, within a~y ~:pecif.ied. perici~ o:f 't:r.me11
, · (v

0

ide page 

529 of ~uli~tin Yol ~ VD>No .9 Nc·.r 0, 1' 1949, ~ublisheci -~)Y _the Department of 

Public InfOl'L":i1tion7 Uni·,,ui Nations). ·wo,(the g0Ye2:1ecl) a~e not/stirj1rised, 
. .• 

nor do we expect things to be Sjaped otherwis~ 7 f0r Eritain and. Frarice were 

.given a free hand 'by _the u.~~~~a.- Nations 'to' i'submit" draft trusteeship 

agreement~ w-hich, "after being _acreed ur;on by the States· directly concerned." 
' 

received. tne approval 
. ,· ' 

to.th~ United Nations 
'• ~ . . 

Publ1.c Inforniation) • 

of the Uni tod Na ti o::is ( c omp0:re· pcige · 41 of . the '' Guide 

Cho.rter11 J?Ublished by the United Nations ·D~partment of 
' , 

The t:r•u~t~eship agreements J.eave political and .· 

administrative cont:rol in the Km1~erun too· 1'.!lUch in t.he hands of ir.r.perialism. 

Th~ U.~t~od Na;,1-ons 11:r.ve> as ~sual, placed. too much trust in.the good conscience 

.of t~~.admin,isterin3 o.uthorities 0 E~t: the merob~;.,:..s of th~ ·Foul:'th (Ti'usteeship) 

· Co~ittee \ecoived. an unp{casant jolt du~ing the· deoat:os° ;n ''~rogress·· in 
.' ' ' •.•" ' ' ' I ' ' 

t~st __ terr:l.tories11 and II safogu;rcling of trusteeship id.en ti ty11 wh~n all 

, administering authorities said wit:i' one voice that neither tho Charter.nor 

. the Tr~steeship_ Agreements c9ntained any provision which co~pell~d them ( the 

administering auth?ritios) tq ·consult with the Trustoesh'ip Council o~ th~ir 

plans ·for the adminlstr:o.tion ;f the trust t~rr_itories,' (vi~e pages 528~537 of 

Bulletin Vol. V~I-No.9 .. Nov. 1, 1949, and. pages 586-592 of Buiietin Vol,.VII-No. 

10-Nov. 15, 1949, published by tho Dop~rtment · of Public Informat-1~n, Un'fted 
. ,• . . ' : . . 

Nations). In our opinion the United. Nations Organisation has been overreached 

/by the m.ore 
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by the more politicai1;-~~tute \.testern Powers! 

To bring about a free and unfettered liaison between the indigenous 

inhabitants of the two sections of the Kamerun controlled by France and, . 

Britain; that is the whole Kamerun - notwithstanc.1.:l.ng the present d.ivel'gont. 

systems of administration - should. enjoy freedom o? upeechJ of the press, .of 

assembly, of petiton, and. of movement •. 

To see to it that lCoal legislatures are .est.ab:ishec:'c as follows: 
' (a) a ·separate and full-fledged House of· Assembly for the Kamerun under 

British trusteeship w~th. full executive a~d. legislative powers; the chief 

political reprosentattve of the ad.mJnistrative authority to be designated., 
11 Chief Commissio~er" or "High Commissi~ner" instead of Co!llil1issioner of the 

Came:coons" as at presen'l:iQ The "High Commissioner of the British 

Cameroons" shall have the powers reserved. to a Lieutenant-Governor und.er 

the new Nigerian Co;:1st:i.tution subject to such mod.ifications as the special 

status of the Kamer.i.:::, demanC., and shall be directly responsible to the 

Trusteesl1ip Council cf the Uaited !iations through the Governor of Nigeria. 

At the Cameroons ~rovi~cial Conference holden at l-'1:::i.:r£e on 27th/28th June, 

1949, f'or the purpose of dete11:.i1t:1ing the opinion of the· Kame run on the subject 

of the Review of the Constitution of Nigeria• this conference was attended by 

some forty-three rep~esentatives from various parts of the then four divisions 

of the "Cameroons Pro•:rince11 
- it was m:a:iimously agreed. by the unofficial 

delegates that the Nor·~hern Kamerun ad.ministered as part of the Northern · 

Provinces of Nigeria mi.ght be joined to tho Sci.l.thern Kume;.•un., Further, thoy 

agreed that, having rogard'to the special·status of the t~ust territory under 

British administration, a separate House of Assorr.bly bo est.:i.bliahed for tho 

Kamerun territory which should be vested with legislative and financial powers. 

This proposal was turned c'i::)fm. The Commies lone:- of the Cameroons, who was 

present at this confo~oncc, advanced the usual specious argument that it was 

financially disadvantageous to burden so small a territory as the "Cameroons 

Pro'\"inco" on its own with t}ie ex:rienses of a regional staff which would. divert 

money from much-needed sociul development, and the difficulty at the present 

stage of finding in the Cameroons enough mon of the calibre to operate a . 

regional legislature. This argument appears to us to be untenable because: 

/ ( 1) the agents 



T/fET .4/79 .• 
T/'PET.5/105 
Page·ll ' 

, (1).~.i the agents of the adminif3tertng.· a4t,~or\ ty h~ve ~ow :epsaye~.; tb~
1 

election to the• H.ouse of .Ass,em.b,::I.y .fo;r the E~ste;rri. J;tegionr.of;]figeria, of 
' '. , .... , . •. .·. 

_ Kamerun nationa.ls·-of whom .the Comm.iss.,ioµe_w._ had. spokep.. so .dispa.!a.gingly, 

and snppreseed the roal rea~on. whid~ is that hi~ g~vernment had ,never 

intended to run the British Kamerun as a sepi:;,:."cS,te political entity adorned 

with. the usual 0 puraphernalia11
• The accredit i rep::-•r.EJontative of Britain 

·(Mr. J1.,hn M. Martin) s:p9aking during the de'ba":es. in ·.,he Ger.era~ As_s_embly's 

Fourth (rrusteoship) .Cor.imitt.ee, on the subject of safeguarding Trus~eesh1P 

Identity was, bnt voicing out the :truth when hEJ stated, tinter al1a1., "It 

had _never been the intention of the United Kingdom to adm~niste.r '\;hose 

territories (British '1.1ogoland und British Cerneroons) as distinct political 

enti tie_s, 'but this should not 'be interpreted as prejudicing their ,-status 

as trust territories "(sic). (vido, page 586 of Bulleti~ Vol •. V:II-No.10· 

Novenfoer 15, 1949, published. by the tJni ted Nations Department of Public 

·Information). But Hr. Mart: :1 se·i"llB to forcet that the British administerL · 

. authority has unde:;··bii:en "to develop their (Native) participation in 

aclvisory and legisl0tivc bodies and in the g':>Ve!'timent,. both_cen:tral and 

local"·• G-reat Britatu should. have also weighed the financial 

implications inseparable from such.~ development before binding herself 

. to perform such an obligat-ion •. , Moreover, since the peoples of the trust 

terri torJ have not formally 111nvi ted" -the admtn!stering authority "to 

c~nt1:'ol11 thoir country, it is only meet and propo:r that the administering 

authority should shoulder unflinchingly the financial- burden entailed by 

the efficient running of the adniinistration;, 

(2) ·. the ''clearly expressed wishes of the peopl_e con00rned" are that a 

sepurate House of Asso:nbly be established· fo-::" ~her;.,,_ If Kamerunians are 

good enough to become elected members of the Eastern Rouse of Assembly; 

• there. seems to be no reason why-· they sould not· be capable of running their 

own. Ho.use of Assembly ,in_ the. Co.maroons •.. In. view of the .stipulations in 

Artie le 7 6 .( b) of the United Nq tions, C!lartor, we are· of .the opi~ion that 

the wishes of the peo:;;ile of the Kamerun under :Sri tish trusteeship should 

override any other consideration; 

(3) the ad.ministering.authority has not accelerated the pace of higher 

education d~r.1ng the thirty-se,ven y,ears ~-t :has held sway in the t_erri tory 

/to enable 
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to enable tpe country to turn out sufficient men and women of the required 

intellectual ciapaci ty-. Apart f-rom this, it is well ,-known that not all 

intellectuals are· imbued with rectitude and., sageness, nor could., all 

politicians of :t'enown· boast of an ·academic career ( see also -para.cre:-pns 

26-27 herein); 

(4) the 1950 annual report on t!w ad.tri.inistre::1on o·~ the Kamerun under 

British trusteeship had sufficiently demonst:::-2.ted ttat the territory was 

quite ca~able of prod.acing the revenue wher.ewith to run its public 

, ins ti tut ions and services. The :Bri-tish Ka1.'le:i::un has, for the first time, 

produced. a surplui:r of £3J.OsOOO~ The:i:·e arc natural resources such as 

timber and minerals yet u·,,;.t~pped, and. as development progresses the more 

will the revenue of ,;ha t(1::.-Ti tor; iri.c::.J-=·,S8. ~:.he countcy is not, in our 

· view, being· developsrl er. ::-.'J.}?:\.dly as t),0 exist:'..rn3 economic cond.i tions of 

the territory de::nar..i. I:' 1,~a ic1JJF.1l o i":v=:d. at in the United Nations Charter 

and. the t•·usteea·,.1...-. :>c.-·"t•'--·'~---,:•s .,.,,,at-i·,-·,., to ..... ,," i:-a--•0.'J·si 1·1 is really to grant .,_ ~-• t;. •'L)•• ., ...... -, .. 1. •I -~~ •• ;., .. ,.,.,6,t:) \;&.4:-' .i.:.. i!t- --l 

us self•goverr..;n(mt r:-:~ :~:::-.::';l-'~,'.;de:1:-:e aftox- we s:::aJ.l hh-ve imbibed the techniq_t 

of modem gove~1~1cr:.t ,,- t~1·~t1~J ~ .. t is> f~om the i--:t'bs.b:t. tn:1r;.:s: point of view, 

politic ally ine:c,ed.i.,0;r:.t : o :.oca te our legielB.-tures outside the c_onfines 

of the two sections of "tile Tarue:i:-.m. In this connection, we would .invite 

reference to the reso:ution in box on page 591 of U.N. Bulletin Vol, VII

No.10-November 151 1949,, :-{;Jr/ co·.\Jv., ~~o ::i-lC,;· B.z·i.-:r '::·10 1,10,i:Joci:,. oi t'ho 

people acquire even a ::•t.~diw.sntary knowledge of' mod.e:i:n parliamentary 

procedure when their ·legislatures are located outside their country? The 

British protectorate of tho OOBIA has en aroa of only 4130 sq_uare miles 

and a total population of 215,000 (see POGO 221 of Pe~rs Cyclopaedia: 

Fifty-eighth Edition, _J.948), as aGainst the Kamerun under British 

tr~stceehip 34,081 square miles und a total population of 1,027,100 (vide 

paces 1 and. 293 of the printed Cameroons report for the year 1949). The 

poten.tial wealth of the Kamernn under British Trusteeship is, in our 

opinion, infinitely creater than that of the GAMBIA. W'heroas the Gambia 

is the proud possessor of her own G0Yen1or as well as other publio 

institutions and services inseparable from a British protectorate, the 

British Kamerun is doo~ed to be tied for ever to the apron-strings of the 

Eastern Region of Nigeria~ . tFurthor, it is not only\lugubrious but also 

/an herculean 
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e.n herculean taslc to exp0ct the thirteen· eiected. :rep1"esentatives of the 

'British Krn:n.ertm to have their voices" heard in tlie F.ASTERN NIQ.ERIA HOU3E 
/ 

of Assembly at ENUGU, NIGERIA,_ dobiinated by sixty .. seven elected Nigerians, 
! 

five ·EV.ropean officials, and three other inenibers representing special 

interests not othe1• wise represenyed, (b) a separate Rouse .of. 

Representatives for the Kamerun unc.er ·Frenci! .-:rv.stee~hip with full. ; 

legislative and executive powers. The "Kam.e:tu._1.House of Repref:!entatives11 

shouJ.d be independent of either the Rouae:of Deputies or Ho~s~ of Senates 

in PARIS, FRANCE~ 

· The position with regard to the French Kamerun .is even worse.: out of 

six~hundred odd:devuties in the F:cench ~ouse of Deputies in Paris, ~ranee, 

·the Frerich· Ka:m.ei'tm ·h@s only three deputies •.. Two of .. ~hese ai-e rn1tural-born 

French citizens.whilst the third is an indigene of the Ke.11:10run who has 

obtained French naturalization end is woc.ged in between a-dual loyalty. 

Cari \re justifiably expect. t?:ese three men to repreeent the. interests of 

tlieir·coi".st:i.tucncil,'3 :i.a tho F..am.ern!l as conscier,tiqusly, concretely and. 

zealously 'if·'and who .. : thoee interests happen to conflict with those of 

their father-land? Deciaelly not. The.whole systelll:1S a farce on a grand 

scale and should be scrapped. Since the expendi~ure on all services and 

public institutions in the Kameruu is met.fro~ public funds derived from 

the ter:..·i tory, the question of the Kamerun being a financial burl.en on 

Franoe does not arise. 

The House of Assembly for .the British Ke.m~;run, and .the House of 

Representatives for .. the French Ka:n.erun should be vested with re~l powers 

and have an African majority. A power of veto might at .the initial• stage 

be accorded to the chief political representative of both ad.minist~ring 

· authorities in subjects such as (1) external affai:cs, (2) defence, .. 

(3) finance, and (4) the control.of the public service, but these 

lesislatures sho.uld have the right of appeal over this veto to the United 

.Nations-. All MinisiJries shall, with a few excep.tions, be headed by 

~fricans, who shall.speak in the meetings on ma~ters for which'they are 

responsible. The size of these leg:lslatur0s and the procedures to be 

foli~wed at elections', and d.urtng meet:tngs should. be de.termined by the 

administering authorities in consultation with the ·representatives of the 

/indigenous 
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indiceno~s population. As soon as the ,principle of unification is 

conceded b!r the United Nations, active .. ateps should be taken to evolve 

· in consultation with the people; e bohst:ltut1on for the whole territory 

of the Kamerun in the mod.el of the New Constitution for Nigeria, 

( 5) to effec-t the compulsory teaching of tn.0 F:-~ench and English languages 

in all Primary and Second.ary Schools in the ij,.',J sections of the Kamerun. 

·Exc~pt iri the coastal regions, we huve no easy :'.l;.edium. of expression amongst 

the people of the two sections of· the Kamo:r.·u:1., In this connection, the 

United Nations micht consider the ac.visa'bili ty of e:.·e_cttr.g end r.iaintaining 

a non"d.onom~r..6.ti.o:i.al li'i.fth School for tho two sections of the Ka~erun. It 

· is true that a nlllL.ber of indige11ous students were recoi ving higher 

education i:i. coLlegss and ur.J.ve.:.•oities overseas, but experience has shown 

us that many of the students so trained tonded to alienate themselves fran 
. 

their people ani ex~ibit an 0xaege:r.ated notion of their own importance. 

Such boir.g the case; we wm::Ll urge that pressure be broug'ht to bee:r upon 

the admin:'..st0rinG .a~1<;.hcri ties to establish hig:ior educational institutions 

in the two sec'tiori.s c,f tho Kamerun, (Vido reGolution in box on page. 537 
of United Nations Bu~.lotin Yol. 'VII-N0:,9-Nov. 1, 1949). 

( 6) to create a co;nmon pla tfonn for the discussion of political or any 

other issues which might arfso in the two sections of the Kamerun, To 

this end - as has already been indicated in another paragraph of this 

lotter - the indigenous inhabitants of the KaJ~orun should have freedom of 

speech, of the press, of assembly, and of petition through the length and 

breadth of the Kamorun. No obstacles, overt or cover-t, should be allowed 

to hamper their meeting freely and. at any time or- place.- It is only fair 

to state, in this connection, that tho inhabitants cf the Kamerun under 

B::-i tish trusteeship enjoy in full the .. fundo.montal freodoms resorvocl' to 

them under tho United Nations Cl:arter and tho ·trusteeship agrocmont, _and 

at no time has any hinderanco to ~ho holding of public or private meeti,ngs 

b('on placed in their wny. They move freely without a 11 pass 11
, 

(7) to press for active representation in the Trusteeship Council of the 

vital intor'EJsts of tbo two sections of the Kemerun by special African 

roprosontatives akin to the special roprosor..tatives .of .the administering 

authori tics should, lilrn the administering authorities' representatives, be 

/available 
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available .fer consultation or otherwise when annual reports and other ·. 

documents of importance to the well_.be;ing of. the indigenous peoples are. 

being _d.iscusse~· in the. Trusteeship Council arid-General Assom·oly qf";.the 

United. Nations·. 'Ihe present system whereby o:r.ly special representatives 

of the administering authorities a:i::·e ad.mitt3c-. ';.o the_ deliberations of the 

Trusteeship Council and ·00neral Assembly is l,)oked u:;,on with grave 

·.··misgivings · by the peo:ples of tho K9:fil0run, fo:.:• :i.:i::tst::-.:.ces n;;•e nbt lacking 

where these sj;J~cial envoys of the administe:r•ing authorities_ had tended to 

paint roseate·pictures of·co'nditione, or ir..d.ulgcd in self-praise of'their 
•/ ' 

achievements i~ tho trust te~ritories whereas the contrary was the case. 

The expenses of this delegation should, on tho aneJ.ogy of those of the 

special ~epresentat:!.ves of the afunhiistor-ine; ~.u.tho:r'::,t,ies, be defrayed 

· from public funds•~ · 

5. In order to elucidate furttor tho pctL~,IT .::"ci:°for,c:;. 'J.:! i:)10 precedi,ng 

para[!raphs, we fe-ei we·r:::')!.l::.d c1:::~··er E1c-:n.e ()·;-,,;c,::•vatbns or. ··0ne political trends 
•. I 

in the Kamorun qefore a~·.:" afto:.' -~~e o;;c-::.1,a-ci.c:-1 oi' this c6:mti7 by· allied. 

millta1y forces in Sopto,V,•2:" :.;-:::~.\~ 

6, As you are fully awa::e, 1j:·:e in,L:.gcmous re-opJ.os of tho Kamerun ,have had, no 

say in the formulation of i;he 'l:.:;t.;.ete0s:hip agreemc:ats; they wore,. as usual, 

confronted with a ffait acconr.:}i~. · In this· co·tmed,ion,, it is interesting t·o 
' ·: i 1 ( .' • ' - • 

observe that the incU1:soncus popi1::.:,it.:tm of ,Ghc fo:i:::iio:.· ItaJ..i.an Colony of 

So~lilan'd. who, iast' year} WOJ:·e rlacet under tile II \lv..teJ.agel! 'of the Italians' for 

~- years on1-z, wore ft.illy con~ultod. when the trucJ..;coshiri agreement ·relattve to 

their country' wa.s in the mak.ing. This trusteeship agreer.tent and the annexe 

thereto are,· 'in our v·iew, tho best documents ey'e;.,-- ... iirodtv:;e(: by the United Natio:ni 

Organisation on behalf of. a dbponderlt po.ople ,· :for they have been w-ordo~ in ~ 
clear and unar:i.biguous· lallGuaso :which· a·dmits of no 4rtifi<;:es: by the agents of 

the administering atithori ty. Likewise the ind.igencs of the former Italian 

Colony of Li-:BI~ were actually members of the United Nations Comittee charged 

with tho· clra.ft:i.ng of a Constitutidn for. 'the administration of their territory 

und.oi'· dlrcct Urtited. :Natio:w trusteeship f2£...2E_e year only (vide pages two to 

throo 'or' Bulletin· VOL 0 VIII-No,l-January 1, 1950, published by the Department 

of'Public Information, United Nations). 

/7. Tho ad..ministering 
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7. The administering authorities of Franco and Britain have the duty to 

assure the due execution of the obligations vis-e-vis the peoples of tho 

Kam0ru, freely entered into to by them under the United Nations Charter and 

the Trusteeship Agreements, Since thoy are discharging those obligations 

imperfectly, can nationalists of the Kamerun be b2..z.:.:J9d. if and when they adopt 

measures which arc designed to spur the Uni tod. Hat:.uns t(; greater efforts 'than 

hitherto for the early realization in tho Kame run oi' tho tas ic human rights, 

fundomental freedoms and other rights reserved to them und~r the International 

Trusteeship System? It is stated on pago twenty of the 11 Guide to the United 

Nations Charter,"., ,The "third purpose of tho U-;1ited Nations therefore is to 

achieve co-operation among countries in solYing international problems of an 

economic, social, cultural and hu.m.nnitarion character. Akin to this object is 

~at of P.E..,_om.oting and CI}.9..2E£nging :BASIC HUMAN RIG'ItTS_MID FREFJ)OM3 FOR ALL 

PEOPLE WITFOur DISTINCTION OF RACE, SEX, LANG-~.!..Q.B TIE! ... IG-ION." 

8. Each member of the U"".1.ited Cf~>.tions is plcdGcd to fµlfil its obli3ations 

under tho Charter ".in RC:~i1.:._fni!?_h" (compare page twenty of tho "Guide to the 

Uni tcd Na~iona Charter"). Page fifteen of tho sa:no booklet siys, r inter alia', 
. . ' 

" ••• The Conference at Francisco ac.dod "a whole new· chapter on tho subject not 

covered by the Dumbarton Oeksproposals; proposals creating a system for 

territories placed ur.dor United Nations trusteeship. On .this mat tor there was 

much dobate. Should tho aim of trustooship be defined as."indopcndonce", or 

"self-govo:rr..mont" for the pooplos of those areas? If inc..opond.onco, what 

about ureas too small ovor to stand on their own logs for defence? Finally, 

"solf-GOVornmcnt" was chooen as tho aim, it being understood. that this term 

included indopondence M if tho -people of tho nrons riosi:rcr' it and could as2ume ·-- .... _ ... __ 
!_he !£_£r,or.sib11i tv - as well as tho ricbt to choose sorr.o other At-~1tl as part 

of a· group of torri torios •• " Paco thirty-nine says, amongst other things," ••••• 

. Some of those torritorics arc important to various powers, and to tho world at 

large, because of their stratoGic locution, somo havc,considcrable economic 

rosourcos of value to tho world trade; and 1!1 all aro human beings at different 

cultural and social levels maybe 
I 

but with t!lo samo d.cs,l,.res and aspirations 

!1-S other pcoplo •• 11
• In view of the pr1r.c1:plcs clearly enunciated. above, could 

. 
any rightMthinkinc person brnnd us :prcsumptous agitators if and whon we press 

for tho implementation of tho obligations solemnly undertaken by our overlords? 

/9, Tho first 
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9, Tho r'1rst viiatting Mi~s-ioii of the Unitca Nations Visited these shores 

in NoYombor/D·eccmbot' 1949. · Its reports· ·on:·- bo\h .:sections of tho Kame run were . 

!)Ublisbed early in 1950, Tho advent of ihe Visiting mission was hailed with 

croat so.tisfaction by the .indigenous peopleii. Tho people·naturally thought 

that tho Trusteeship Council poosesses superviso::•y ·Linctie:,1s in relation to 

the Kanierun and. ·that it could intervene effectivel} in t'::.:.,i governing· of the 

territory. Accordingly, tho visiting mission was litora)ly floodt : with . : · 

petitions by political' organisations and individual citizens of tho Kamerun.·· 

Most of thi petitions· l~id strong cm:pl1asis en the_ shortcomings of tho Britioh 

and. French arL!llinisto-ci:r.13° a.1.~tho:ri t.1.os · 1n tho- development of poli tlcaJ., economic, 

social ancl eclucaticinal conditions iri both sections of the Kamerun 9 • The 

petitioners ~intained ·with truth that tho indigenous peoples have not o~ly 

mado no progross at all· to~rds ·self-govcr:re:!lont of indopendence·but that the 

ad.ministering authorities were, in ao far as the African population was 

concerned; intentionally d.ilator.:,r in tho realization of (:tr.or basic· objectives 

of the International Trt~·:1tecsh:i.p Systoti.. The ir..~ige::.1es 1i vo in the Kamcrun , 

and thoy know what is wrar-.g thore, They know that their ind.ividu.'ai 'intere·sts· 

aro a:r~ciUary to those of nationals tof ·the o.dministerins authori tics:, .. They 

know that their economic condition is the poorest ima3inable, and thut·the' 

ad.ministorins authorities have don~ little and are doing little or nothing 

to amolioruto tho position. · They lm~r that almost all important and luc~tive 

ontorprisos in the Kamorun arc in· tho hands of ·either nationals of the 
( ' ,. 

ad.ministering authorities or other non~·Africun aliens. 

10. At a parley between the visiting mission and tho Bakwcri people ( in 

Victoria Division) at BUEA on Novc;npe:- 31 1949, tho :poopl.o d.irocted the attcntic. 

· of tho visitors to tho fact that tr.ero arc only two European-owned shops in 

tho southern part of tho Ko.mo run under British trusteeship. Both· shops a,ro . 

o~nod. by Mcs~rs' United Africa Company Limitod, 'and John Hold & Company Limited, 

· S inco the outbreak of the second world war - shops owned. and run by one~ 

anons woro closed down at tho outbreak of tho war - those :British firms have 
I , , • ' • 

adopted a somewhat queer and. hi thorto"'.unknown practice whereby conSI.U1lE;ir-goods, 

which aro ·greatly in dcma.nd but have been in sho'rt-supply since .tho outbreak 
" ~ . . ' ' ' ·. -. . ' 

of the war, aro only sold to a privileged few, tho so".'callod."rcgiste~od 

custom.or~", who are mostly Non .. na.t:i.ves of tho Kano::un, ~hosa 11 rog!.ste:::ed 

/customers" 
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customors" are forced by circumstances to make what is known in local parlance 

as tconditional purchases!, that is registered. customers buy partly goods which 

arc ·.greatly in demand and· therefore easily saleable, and :partly goods which do 

not find. a ree.dy market amongst Africans, and. whiph 11 rogist0rod customers11 

not unnaturally usually fight shy c ~ho rogistorcr'l.c customers naturally 

compensate thomsolvos by selling tho oonst1.i"1lor-goc.,J-- at a •,r;~ry high profit; 

often as high as throe-hundred per ce:-itum. As can 1~0 oas:ly imagined, this 

practice reacts verJ unfavou~ably on the poor peasant who, duo to other 

• ocononLc factors; finds it extremely difficult to rnako tiTO ends mectt 

The Government of Nigeria apl)oini,ed a Commissio-.i of Inquiry some timo ago to 

probo this matter, and, although the Commission of Inquiry has substantiated 

this henious and despicable practice, no remedial measures have been evolved 

to meet the situation, an~ there is no law to protect the poor peasant f~m 

this indirect robbery. 

ll. '::he visiting missio:1 :haa o::dtad Great hopes in t::.o m:l..nd9 of the 

indiGenous population of the Knmerun t~at a change for the b~tter would result 

from their "visit of ins::,::.•ction11
• Tl::e people felt confic..ont that the 

Trusteeship Council woulc.. 5ee to it that the wrongs and. shortcomings brought 

to the notice of the visiting mission would be righted or assaugedo Alas, 

these wore only pious h~,:;ios t Before the visiting mission had corepleted its 

task, persistent rtmou~e_began to percolate through from ab~oad that all was 

not well within the T:.·1.rnteeship Council: that the British and French 

Government were impatient of the Trusteeship Council1s criticisms of the 

administration of the trust territoJ:'ies. Fee.rs were~freely eY.l)rusaGd. that 

the · Trusteeship Council might,. l:!.ke its predecessor, the now defunct 

Perm.anent Mand.ates Co~misaion of the League of Nations; cassolve ignominiously. 

• Theso rumours were accentuated by press reports such as that published on pase 

two of the issue of the NiGeria Review of November 26, 1949 - this newspaper is 

published under the aegis of the Governm:mt of Nigerla. The press report said: 
11The British delegate has complained to· the United Nations G0neral 

Assembly about the 1~cent findings on the ad..~inistration of trust 
territO)."ies. One was that the ·Administering Govemnients should give 
g:-eater benefits to tl1fl peoples themselvel'l, ar.d another that educP.ti()nal 
i\:,c:CitS.ea ahoula. ~JIJ -~.n.')r-ov:J.1 0 hO c.:iid '1.;ha. :6:chlt1h C:r;vc-rnw . .mt wns · 
alreacly trucing steps th~maelv~s in the territor-ies U."1.der their trusteeship 

/and resented 
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and. resen:ed. stro:lgly. any i:c.terferenc~ .. r~bltl the tr~:Lted Nations. They 
did not ooject to giving general ihfonnation about the conditions in 
tho territories under their administration, bu.t they did object to the 
United Nations trying to tell them how to run these countries." 

12. Again, the issue of· tho Nig&ria Review of December 3, 1949, had the 

following to say aliiout manc.a·te(i terri tor·ies: 
11
U .N .o. and mandated ter-.dtories. 
Lords issue stern warning. 

The principal point in the House of Lo1'C!.s debate this week on. 
administration of the Colonies, particularly African, was the 
reinforcement by Lora. Ltstowel, Minister for Colonial Affairs, of the 
warn:1.ng which Gqve:i."11.ment iias aJ.ready given to the United Nations 
Trusteeship Council tnat the U .. N.o. will not be :permltted any 
intervention or sharing of responsibilities in the governing of 
colonial terrhories. Lord .Lis towel followed critic isms by Lord. 
~weedsmuir, Loz'll Milverton and Lord Swinton~ 

Lord Milverton ( fonner CJovernor of Nigeria) spoke of t futility 
and almost impertir.ence: cf the United- Nations resolution referring 
to fly:1.ng the Un1tet.l Natici:-.tE' flag and called. for Government1 s firm 
stand. on its right ·e,0 ad:ffi.i.nister !11.'3.nd.ated te1.,...citories um.impeded. by 
ignorant and. possfb~.y !)18.l~cious representations from the outside. 

Lom Lis towel d.01:our,ced. this "back eea;::, driving" by· 58 nations 
whose :::'Ole was surely t() "lratch, crit:l.cise afunontsh ani sul)orvise, 
and not to take any part. in the act1ml process of .ad.ministratione Q,, 
It woui.d be a complete d.ere1i.ction of our d.1..ity to the people of the 
Colonies if we offo:red. to share our present respor~sibilities with 
representatives of other count,ries. This does not mean that we 
resent outside advice on grounds of national prestige, or that our 
administration is so perfect that it cannot be :!Jnprovs~o That would 
bo a complete miaJn~\3mont of our attitude~ We ,;olcomo cc:ist,ructi·re 
crit1.cism from. any source; but cr:!.ticisms at UeN.,0 0 have often been 
warped. by anti-British an<l anti~Colon1al pre Judice. 

We leave 1t you to judGe tr.a effect of auoh statem9nts on the indige'!lOUS 

peoples of the trust territories 0 In our opinion, these utterances mean 

in effect that the administering authorities could do whatever they will 

in the so-•called. trust territories without anybody inter\'.'ening on behalf 

of the poor indigeneso 

J.3. The concli...sione and recommendations contair-ed. in the visiting mission? s 

re!)orts fell far short of the e:x:pec'tations of the peoples of the Kamerun. 

Suspicion was engendered in the minls of the people that the _visiting mission 

had. so kow-towed. to the administering authorities as to render· it incapable 

/of propounding 
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of propound.ing effective remedies ~¢a~nst the,many_ills to which the people 

felt bou~d. to invite ·the mission1a'\;\ten'tton; Ttle_'vis1ting mission had. failed 
. . 

to give proper vent·to the clearly expressed. w-ishes of the people to·be 

lJ1UFIED: in short,· the visiting mission had. been.-ovar-cautious not to give. 

offence tc 'the administerir..g authorities. This at•;j:i.tucle \-rould. appear to be 
the outcome of the vicious ·~rar of nerves d.irected. e.t the t:'...me against.· the 

Trusteeship Council by members of the British Parli~ment and. the British 

Press for allegeily arrogating to it~elf the task of intervening in the 

govern-in~ of tho British . trust terri tor~_es in Africa ( vide paragraph~· ll ancl 

12 above). The enlightened elements in the Kari.aru.1.1. begun to ask themselves 
. : ' . -

whether the Trusteeship Council "~as in fact what it purported. to be, a watch-

dog of the United Nation□ overseeing the well-being and happiness of indigenous 

inhabitants of the trust te~:r·itories~ o.s laid down in the Charter and the 

trusteeship agreements, • \.re are yet to learn the reaction of the United 

Nations to this war of TI''n'•ves. 

14. The peoples of tho B~itish and French sections of the Kamerun have 

overwhelmingly asked. to 'i,~ UNIT:7.ED. They felt a.r.d still foel that the 

arbitrary di vis ion of· the 7-em8;.·-i.m between Britain and France with its 

o.ttenci.ant artificial customs:-cu..11-politice.l frontier ~as croated a situation 

whic~ tends· to nullify t21e consu.T.:!ation of the basic objectives laid down 

,in Articles 73 and. 76 of the United N2,tions Charte-r of June 26, 19~5. Both 

the United· Nations ar..d the Ac..m.inistori:r..g Authoritias have solemnly pledged. 

themselves in writing to respect "the freely exp2'ossed. wishes of. the peoples 

concerned" (cf. Article 76· (b) of th3 Charter).- 'Wh;r are they .now vacillating 

to perfo;nil. their 11 sac;ed. trust of civlltsfltion.11 as provid.c-,c. i~ Article 73 of 

the Charter? What drastic refcr:r,.s in tho fields of political, economic, 

social and educational advancement have the administering authorities 

introduced iri the Kame run a irice tho viai t of the First West African Visiting 

Mission in Novoinber/December 1949? The enlightened. elements tn ,the. Kameruh 

ur1d.er British administration have repeatedly requeoted tho introduction of 

Local Gove!T'..:te~t Reform, but, unfortune.te.::y, no action has· as ,yet been teken. 

No ccuntry in '\,,"est Africa has,, in our .opinion, suffered at the hands of . 

imperialism as much as the Kamerun: it is an open secret that the ad.ministerins 

authorities employ stooges· and•nincompoops to wreck nationalist attempts at 
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emancipating the people of the Kamerun from the sh_ac_klea of social inequality, 

economic explitation and political bondage. We know that the movement we 
have ushered in would as 11kely·as not entail victimization at the hand.a of 

the agents of imperialism. We know that some of us. would as likely as not 

be impeached with offences we have never committed in order to mu~zle our 

outcry. But we would asserverate here·that we shall not deviate an iota 

from this "holy" crusade until nnd unless our sufferings are assuaged. As- is 

the case in ·Togoland, we kno~r that organisations subtly sponsored and. financed. 

by imperialist agents are springing up in this country with the .object of 

undermining our national resurgenc~ and of ensuring the perpetuation of the 
1status quo'. We are, however, confident that these enemies of progress would 

realise in time· the folly of their contemptible d.efection and recant. 

15. We are familiar with the plight of the Ewes of southern Togoland ·who 

have unsuccessfully fought for the·past five years for a change in the present 

political set-up in· their country and for the unification of Eweland.. Since 

the Togolande:::-s are not discouraged. by tlle vacillating tactics of the United 

Nations and are still striving hard to achieve the~.r cherished goal, we too 

in the Kamerun, who are similarly placed, are undaunted.. We know that the 

unification of either Togoland. or the Kamerun would sound the death-knell· 

of the existing political arrangements. 

Says a famous British Statesman: 11What we have, we holdt O At another time, 

the pronouncement of the seme Statesman was, "he was not· called. to office to 

preside over the liquidation of the British Empire". These words are 

portentous, for Britain and France have, in our opinion, no intention of 

ultimately givina up their strangelhold. on either Kamerun or Togoland., This 

opinion is reinforced by a Mr. E.W. Martin's review of a book entitled 
11Freedom and Authority in West Africa" by M. Robert Delavignotte, a. former 

High Commissioner cf the French Cameroons, when he writes, amoncst other 

things, on page 397 of the issue of April 1951 of the 11\-Test African Review11
, 

a monthly magazine published in Liverpool, England., as follows: 

11 
••• , M. Delavignette believes that it is ursently necessary 

for the lmowledge and metho·ds, tested in West Africa by various 
Europee.n·~nations, to be pooled for mutual aid. Britain and France 
jointly recognise that they are partners in a vast enterprise and 
that all their plans and actions are in the last analysis complementary: 

/Great Britain 
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· .. ·G?;:eat Britain-i's tending towmro.e. the croation of. extensive African 
dominions to be Jncorporated e~~x..Jnto the Cornmomreal_!;,!lJ. Frapc~ 
looks_ !,!;eon all o'V'orsea territor;La.e part of the national co~unity • 

. . , ",·, •• But never d~ea h~ make the cardinal ~rror ~f attributing 
to the African people who are·the governed., all those deficiencies 
and -orrors :that·arise•~aturally in such a ~elationship and ~ust 
inevitably be due in part to the imperfeotiono inherent in authority 
its elf , ••• 11 · · · .: ' • • · • · 

16~ In hi_s despS:tch ~f July ·15, 1950, ·the British Se6~etary of State for 
' : . ! . . . . ' ) . • ; . . • . . . . ~ '• ~. ' 

. t~E;l __ Colonies had written, amongst other things, on the New Constitution of 

Nigeria, as.foliowa: 
> j : . . ~ 

, 

· 
11 

•• ·.:,•I wis_h to make it olee;r beyond all .d:-oubt that His. Majes.ty' s 
G9vernment a:t,taches the very ·sreat_!3s't iI!lJ.?.2rtance to bjilding up a 
~ified Nigeria on the· bas is of three com5onent region~.," 

Since, acoor~ing to the pr~sent politic.al and ~dministra.ti ve arra;ngements, 

the Kamerun ·under.British t~s:tee-~hip rdrms one the compone~t parts of the 
, : . . . 

East~rn Region of a 11·Unifie~ Migeri~" 1 i;s 1 t far-fetched f~r Kamerun" 

nationalis.ts ~o inf~r that the 'process of peMn~ntly int~grating this 

torr~tory ;1th ·~igeria is b~~ng .ca~ied. 
0

o~t· with con~llnlWtte skill and. 

sub·t.~ety? ' ;n' thi~' conne~i~, we woull r~f~r you to the, statement of tne 

I3~1tiah delegate (Mr., John M. Martin) at the Gener~i Assembly'~ ·Fo~~th · 

(Trusteeship) Committee on Novembe~, 1949 ~ g_uoted· i~ paragraph 4 (4)(a) l 

abovo. J;aving
0 

in _view the~·e auth;:z-itative. stat~m0~tg by highly-placed and. 

resp?n~1ble ~ationala of the administe~ing ·authorities, thou~htful 

Kamerunians are unable to resist the impression that the sugar-coated . I . . . . . . . 

language used in tho U:nit~d Nations Chart9r and Trusteeship Asreements wherein 

it is,pr~vide! that the
0

i&t,al o.imei at under the internati~nal trust~eship 
... ' • 4 • - • 

syJtem ic E?Ventlle.lly to grant s·elf-covernm~nt o/ independence to the peoples o: 
I •, ' •' '• ' • ',: • ' • • • ' • • • • • 1• \ 

the trm,;t territories is merely a sodativa t'o iull the childishly-confiding 

Afri~ana·i;to ~ false sense of se~ur1ty,'th~t is the n~tion ~niversally held 

by the~ that the K~erun ~o~id ~ltimateiy_ Join th~ community of the f~ee or 

Bolf-governing nations and. es"tabl1.Bh her 0~ ·Go~·e·~~ent of the p~opl~' by the 

people, and for the peo~le; ·is nothingib~-'t- .. a. sweet :i.Uusiont' 

17. With a view to ._providing -~ember~· ~f the T~!,lSte~shi·p· Couhcil with a word.

picture of affairs in the Kameiun, 1-t appears to us ·appropriate to trace 
• • I ~ t • I 

/briefly 
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:19 
briefly the events before and after the German occupation of the Kamerun. 

18. Portuguese explorers .were the first Europeans to callat the estua:cy of 

· Duala during their voyages ."to India in the fifteenth and. sixteenth centuries. 

··They found a c:;reat quantity of prawns in the estuary IJ'here the city of Duala 

•is situatad, and as a result they termed the Duala river 'Rio dos Cameroes' 

(the river of prawns). The territory of the Kamerun derived its name from· 

this river~Xamerun River • 

. 19. News.that the Kamerun (Duala) River was very rich in. slaves and useful 

raw materials such as ivory tusks, timber ( ebor..y), palm oil and palm kernels,, 

bush rubber, etc., soon ~pread in Europe and attracted not a small number of_ 

· tradins ships to that ri var~ Trade flourished, and.· as it was to be expected 

the European traders S?on vied with ona another in extolling the virtues of 

their respective nations with a view to cajoling the .unsuspecting but warlike . 

. Kamerun (Duala) chiefs to give them "favoured-nation" treatment, or to place 

themselves under the 11benovoient11 suzerainty of Gtheir governments. 

20,, It came to pass that a British B~ptist Missionary, the late Reverend 

Alfred Saker, together with a band of his followers, who had escaped the 

persecutions of the Jesuit Fathers (Roman Catholic) on the island. of Fernando 

Po, had a.tarted a miss ion stat ion in Akwa, one of the principal quarters of 

the city· of Duala, in 1845. Due to the influence of British Missionaries and. 

Merchants, the independent chiefs of the Kamerun (Duala) invited Her late 

Gracious MajeBty Queen Victoria in 1879 and again betw·een 1882 and 1883 to 

declare a protectorate over their territory. Owing, however, to the reluctan~ 

attitude of the British Government ~n the United Kingdom, Her Gustaf Machtigal, 

Germ.an Consul-General for West Africa, foreatalled Mr. Hewett,.British Consul 

in the Oil Rivers District of Eastern Nigeria. The result was that the 

German flag was hoisted in Duala or. July 14, 1884 ha few days before the long 

looked-for advent of Corisul Hewett. The prot~sts of Consul Hewett both to the 

Germana and the Kamerun (Duals.) chiefs proved unavailing, 

21. The most important event attending .. the occupation of the Kamerun 

territory as German protectorate was the political treaty of ,July 12,· 1884, 
between the German firms Jantzen and Thorribl~n and Edward. Vohs of Hamburg 

(Germany) and the Kanierun on the one part i ar~d the independent chiefs of the 

Kamerun (Dua.la) on the other part; the Imperial Ge~man Government was 

/subsequently 
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· subseq_uant'J.y · subs·tltuted· for -tne ·two 'klO'dtracting German. firms• It rnt;\y. not be 

widely ·1mown', at any rate· outside ,the Kameru_n, that :the period of tirp.e .. 

. ot1pule.ted in the !Joli ti cal treaty of 'July 12, 1884; was. :thirty. yea:r::s · oJ}ly 
_.· (Le., 1884·-1914). Tri December,1884,; the .towns of,Bonaprise (Joss) an:d: 

Bonaberi :(Hickoty)- of the Bell: Clan: :were• subjected. to a terrific bo:m.b!ilrdment, 

···'by a German Naval SqUad:ron cornmimded bj'Admiral Knorr.for rioting,:egainst the 

cession of Duala to the German Keiser. ~·. . .. -i·\· ~: 

22.: In 1912, the late Rudol:f .. Dualla Martga Bell, paramount chief of Bell Clan 

• of Duala; · was given an ·offic"ially authenticated mandate by all•,Duala- chiefs to 

· repreefent the entire Duaia· trill.a in the 'matter of _the expropriation .by :the 

·Imperi'al Gerrnan-·govel"nlllent ·-of :the whole Native lands in Duala. The late Chief 

'Rudolf Dualla· 'Mange Be~.l. notified the .Imperia:l German Government. irt writing on 

February, :20; 1914, that the DmUa chiefs· represented .:by 0him · were averse to the 

re_newal of. the ·politidal treaty ·which ~"as .due to expire on,July 12, 1914. The 

reason which had weighed with -the Duala. :chiefs ·to withdraw .from. the. treaty was 

· that ·the Germans ,had resolved: upon expropriating Native lands in··Duala in 

defiance of the provisions of tho treaty which ·positively laid it down that 

-lands ori which villages .. sand .farms were situated as well as Native forest 

estates shall f<?!-~Y.~~:(remain the property of the Natives and ,their descend.ants 

(compare the ·"Gennari White Book11 published. by a Hl3rr lll}CHNER, with-.particular 

reference to t.he tl.ura tion · of. the Duaia-Gernian .. poli ticlil: treaty-. of July .12, 1884; 

· · and also the Gornia·.1 Gov0:-:-a.r.0nt White Paper or.. -the. Fxprop:r.iot1Qn -of the. entire 

· Native lands in Dus.la, Karasrun,· ibsueu.:oy. tha·Ger.1mn,Colonial Office. in 1913). 

·Chief Rudolf bae.lla-MallGd Bell ·was. executed by:.the Genc.2.no.:at Dua.la 'On 

Ati()ust 8, ·19l:4:{:f0r ·~aring to ·question ·the l9g'.l.lity of the:German expropriatior. 

measu1~es planrted ·for the city o:t Dunla~ Sln,-:e·-the Gerrea.n-Duala treaty•ceased 

to have any legal significance on ,Tuly 12:,";1914, tha Ka.-nerun had. tacitly 

regained. her sovereignity- ae'.I' from-that date and.. should for all practical 

purposes be free -and.·· bidependent, owing alleG'5ance. to no World. Poi,er. 

23. ·It micht be argued 'that the hinterland tribes of tho Kamerun ·could. 

scarcely come within the ambit of the Ge:rman-Duala political treaty,of1 

July ·12, 1884, since the chiefs of those tribes were no 11arty to. that, . .' 

agreemento This ·argument cannot, in.•our view-, hold water because ther:puala· 

/chiefs 
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chiefs had pro-.ridently made a tgentleman1 a agreementi with the German.a at a 
. ~ 

later date wherein it.was stipulated that Europeans shall neither penetrate 

into the interior nor have any direct trade relations with the hinterland 

tribes, and that all trade was to pass through Duala middlemen (compare 

Harry R. Rudin: "Germans in the Cameroons, 1884-191411
, published by 

Jonathan Cape in 1938). It is thus conclusive that the Germans knew very well 

that the Dualas held the 'keyt to their occupation of the ~interland and that 

without the treaty of July 1884, they could have obtained no foothold in the 

areas behind Duala - areas which were subsequently appended to the coastal 

· districts coded by the Dualae to form a compact "Kamerun11
• It follows, 

therefore, that both agreements were legally binding on the _entire territory 

of the Kame run. 

24. These treaties were, as usual, regarded by_ the Germana as mere scraps 

of paper to be abrogated unilaterally whenever the exigencies of their 

country so dictated. Barely four years (i.e., in 1888) after the conclusion 

of these t:-eaties, the German Government equipped two military expeditions 

for the subjugation of the hinterland tribes: one led by Dr~ Zintgraff went 

up to tho · highlands of what is now knoim as the Bamenda Province of the 

Kamerun trust territory and penetrated as far as POLA on the Benue river; the 

other under Captains Kund and Tappenbeck blazed a trail from.Batanga on the 

Atlantic coast to Yaounde where they established a military station in 1889. 

Other military expeditions followed suit and by 19r:r( the whole Ke.m.erun was 

brought under the heels of the German Emperor. 

25. Considerins the facts disclosed in the ~receding paragrapho, the Allied 

and Associated Powers (namely, Britain, France, etc.) were wronB in regarding 

the Kamerun as German "property" amenable to seizure as a p1•ize of war during 

the 191.4-1918 ccr~lasration. Consequently the partition of the Kamerun between 

Britain and France with the connivance of other European Powers in or about 

1916 without first consulting the indigenous tnhabitants is looked upon by 

every patriotic Kamerunian as a high~handed act violating the principles of 

basic human rights and fundamental freedoms which these powers havo contracted 

to uphold. Repo~ts current during the first world war were to the effect that 

the Allied and Associated Powers were waging war against the Central European 

Powers so that the communities enslaved or threatened by Kaiserism may be 

/liberated, 

.. 



rti/PEIJ: 4/'"'9· .... • r 
T/PET.5/105 
Page 26 

liberated,. and t:b.a·t. a; sys tofu ·of government of ·the people,·· by the people and 

for the people· 'would. ensue~ Accordingly, the ·1naigeri'ous peoples of tho 

Kair.erun then lariguiahing under German: 'yoke' received. the allied. fo_rces invading 

this counti:1 with, open a~ as ·the harbinger of an era of ·peace, happiness . . , 

and c6~teritment. 11.ayzy thousand. Kamoruniana ·were massacred. by German soldiery 

. ··as. :reprisal ·for assioting' allied troops •.. But as ·1t will be ·seen from this 
. . 

; -petition and bthers submitted to -'the Unit:e<1 Natt'ons by individuals an_d. 

''political organisations in the Kamerun, the· high· hopes· entertained.by the 

· · peoplo have 'bil:t iblperfectly -:real1se-d., : 

-26. · We c·~ncede ,' howe;er, that the ind.epe:ridarit ·and ·11 free" peoples of the 

Kameru~ ·are not yet sufficiently advanced politically to stand upon their own 

legs and should perforce be under the guardianship of a more politically

advanced nation. :But ·there must be ·established a transition·pericxl_.of years 

duririg which poriod' the people' of the Kamerun mt..1-St be ·trained for self

go'verr.Jnent with utmost 'vigour. During this period of tratiait:ton; 11 imported.11 

offici~lB of the ad.minis.tering authorities· must be- gradually repl:aced. by 

-Kamerunlans whenever vacancies ;ccur ·and when capable 'persons are available . 

for such pos1.tiono. T~ this end, :loca11y·-appo,inted ·officials should take up 

. advan.~ed co·urses on subjects relative to their d.uties with a view 'to . 

. qualifying··them for highe'r positicu:S (see also debates of Gen:eral Assembly's 

Fourth (Trusteeship) Committe'o on Progre·se ·in Trust Territories: -pages 528-

537 of Bulletin Vol, VIl·.:.'No.9-November 1, 1949, pu~lished ·by th~ United 

Nations Department of Public Information) •. 

z-/'. · As stated abov~, .·ft/is ttue that ~erto.in tribes, mostly in. tho forest 

belt, in t'he Kameru.n, lack political exper:!:enc~ ·in the modern _sense of the 

world and are, therefore, incnpabie of ·assuming \ri thout outside assistance the 

full responsibility of the government of their ·are~t'ri':,, Thfs -is ~due mainly to 

the fact that officials of 'ths administering authoritie's'' h!;l-VO within- the 

. thirty~sevon years they have held S'W'ay · in the· Kamerun done their work_ but 

· superficially in guidin.g Afri~:an leaders in tbe bandling of :administrative ar.d 

political ·affairs, ~nd to turn·any ·mistake's to profit·:through constructive 

criticism. You wiil agree, si~, that 'the orily way for the administering 

authorrties to promote the edt:.cat1on'in self-government in the Kamerun is to 

put political respons1bili ty in. the hands of the people to a degree· where they 

/ce.n leam. 



T/PFJr .4/79 
T/PET.5/105. 
Page '2:f 

can learn. This is not being done. The so-called native authority system as 

practised at prosent is nothing but a makeshift. Training in, self-government 

can only be through experience; sometimes costly but the risk must.be taken. 

It ia essential that nationals of the Kamerun should be included.in greater . 

numbers in all governmen~ bodies, even though they may not have.full ccmpetencl 
' , 

The progressive initiation of the local leaders in public ·affairs is in itself 

an objective of major importance. Reforms on the above lines should, 

therefore, be initiated at an early date. Says Babington Macaulay on the 

question of a country not being ripe for independence: 

11It is worth the fool in the ad.age who says he will never 
go into the water until he has learnt how to swim11

• 

And the Scriptures have it: 

1~Train up a child in the way he should go, an9- even 
when he is old he will not depart from it. 11 

(compare Proverbs chapter 22 u.erse 6). 

28. We make no apology for writing at such an inordinate length nor do we 

hesitate to lay the truth bare even at the risk of ipcurring the displeasure 

of the powers-that-be. The interests of, and love for, our country transcent 

all personal considerations. We sarnestly and re~pectfully request that 

careful and serious consideration be given to the representations contained 

in this memorandum - representations which are bas3d on the decisions arrived 

at by the delecates from the Kamerun under British and French trusteeship at 

their recent conference at Kumca. 

We have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Jabea K. Dibonge 

Your obedient Servants, 

Jabea K. Dibonge 
General President Kamerun 
United National Congress 

/CENTRAL 
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