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Kiseny~, 5 Nove::n'tcr 1959 

Your Excellency, 

We duly received your message on the occasion of the 14th an~iverJery of the 

foundation of the United Nations and we thank you for it. When the laBt Visiting 

Mission, under your chairmanship, was here we were unable, to our great regret, 

to meet you and greet you. You probably spoke French too well. ·or~atly 

disappointed, we wrote to you personc.lly. Probably our letter was intercepted 

too, We venture to send you a copy. 

Thus two years have passed since your visit without any major changes taking 

r,lace apart from the unfortunate events at L~opo!.dville. They were extremely 

Aerious. What caused them? Your Organization - it was its duty - muDt ha7e 

received information from both sides. The fact remains that since those events 
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took place political life, which was formerly non-e~:istent, bas S'.tdc.enly beccma 

active, in an atmosphere of confusion, The confusion was inevitable in view 

of the general lack of preparation for civic and political life. Furthermore, 

whereas everywhere else nationality is a condition of citizenship and enjoyment 

of civic rights, some civic rights are suddenly being granted here to persons 

who are not legally citizens. 

To be brief, and to come to the point I wanted to make, Congolese agitation 

haJ overtaken Ruanda-Urucdi, a Trust Territory which logically should have been 

liberated before the Congo, at the same time as the other countries still under 

trusteeshiIJ• Hence in order to avoid the bloodsbed which has overtaken the Congo, 

it is becoming urgent that the Trusteeship Council should intervene as soon as 

possible. 

Some political parties in the Congo have already requested that the United 

Nations delegation should come here, at the same time as a B0lg5.an :r,arliaruentery 

delegation, to observe ar.d su:pervj_se the forthcoming elections in Der.ember, We 

request on behalf of our League and, even more, on b6~alf of the people, that 

the Trusteeship Council should delegate representatives imwediately to observe 

the popular reactions and the politi~al development which will follow the 

ministerial statement concerning Ruanda-Urundi expected in the ne~r f~ture. Human 

lives are in danger, for ,provocation may have the effect o:f setting grc-ups of 

the pP,ople one &BO,inst the other and lead to conflicts between tbe;n. The Tutsi­

Bantu ~ntagonism to which we have repeatedly drawn your attention aud which cculd 

be palliated by a joint claim of self-government or indepc!Ilc1ence but which some 

interested parties might exacerbate in order to create divisions, distur·o:mces 

and the restoration of order by slaughter, is-already quite enoueh• Civic duty 

an~ humt1n duty demand our vigilance and nl~o dei~nd your intervention. 

We hope that it will be forthcoming. 

We have the honour to he, etc. 

(Sir;nerl) E. RJ\PAtm 
Secretary for the Co.lJ11llttee 

/ ... 
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LEAGUE FOR THE RIGHTS OF lf.tAN OF RUANDJ'..-URUNDI 

Kisenyi, 7 November 1959 

Your Excellency, 

I am sending you this letter, marked s.o.s., and urgent, in place of the 

copy I promised. As expected, the tragedy is taking place, wlth i~s tr~in of 

corpses and houses pillaged and burned. The imbroglio is complete, and three 

groups are throwing responsibility for the drama onto one another end sha:rpehing 

mutual antagonisms, Bahutu, Batutsi and Europeans will soon come to grips unless 

you intervene immediately and energetically. For the slightest·:.rro:.1tier conflict 

the United Nations sends observers and special troops. The situation here is 

Just as serious. Instead of two natloneJities, thrae races are in conflict. An 
I 

astonishing and, if I may ea.y so, suopicious fact is that the progressive Batutsi 

elements recognize democratic princlples and a Ru~nclan National Unfon Party has 

on the initiative of Ke.hiyura, a highly intelligent chief end Vice~Chairman of 

the Council of the country, who appears to have started the strife. The fault 

lies first of all with the Administer'ing Authority, whj.ch dismissed Y.ahjy--1ra from 

his post as chief of the Bugoye and authorized with its encouragement ~he 

establishment of a group of Bahutu extremists. Since these things were done 

there has been an endless succession of incidents. Desrdte the appeal or Mwami 

Kie;eri V and the moving appeal by the Vice .. Governor General Rarroy, the inc:!.dents 

are developing into full-scale drama. I beg you, in the name of the prin~iples 

of hun:anity which we have defended all our lives, to i~cre all the formalities 

and demand immediate intervention by the United Nations. 

I assure you of my complete devotion to the Principles of the United I-vations. 

I have the honour to be, etc. 

(Signed) E. RABAUD 
Secretary for the Committee 

His Excellency Mr. Dorsinville 
President of the Trusteeship Council 
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