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[RUSTEESHIP  CONSEIL 1%
COUNCIL DE TUTELLE

. RUANDA -URUNDI
PETITION FROM MR, MUSSA KACKESSET BIN XALIMEA
' DATED 6 AUGUST 1948

In accordonce with rule 84 of the rules of procedure for the Trusteeship

Councll, the Secretary-General of the United Nations trensmits herowith to the

penbers of the Trusteeship Councll a cotmunicztion dated 6 August 1948 frem

r, Mneso Kackesset bin Kalimba concérning the Trust Territory of Ruande-Urundi.

This communication was transmitted to the Secretary-Cenerel by the Vieiting

Miselon to kast Africa.
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TO: Mr, Trygve Lie,\ ‘ ' No. 16
Sscretary-General ‘ : . : »

FROM: J. 8. Harris ' - Att. Dr. Aleksander.

SUBJECT:  Trangmission of Petition. Tate: 20 August 1948,

Dar-eg-Salaem.

In accordance with rule 84 of the rules of procedure of the
Trusteeship Coﬁncil,'thé following pebition cdncerning the Trust
Territory of Ruande-Urundl, dated 6 August 1948, from Mussa Kackesset
bin Kalimba, received by the Visiting Miésion»to East Africa, at
Kigoma (Tangarpike Territory) on 12 August 1948, is herewith
ransmitted to the Secretary-General. | ,
As requested by rule 8%, a copy of this petition has been comwunicated
to the competent local authority wa 20 Auguét 1948,
Obeervations, 1f any, will‘be sent subsequentiy.=

Received at U.N. on 30 August 1948,
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TTansléted from‘FTehch ‘ o - . ‘ .
R | ) \ MTRU/4S/Pet. 11" . -

Received by the Mission , L \ /

12 August 1948 et Kigoma, Tangenyika, = -

The Visiting Misslon .of the Trusteeship Council:-
‘ Personal'report}

I, the vnderdlgned, Mussa Kbcxesset b1n halimba act1ng~as a Monltor
in the Moslem school at the Swahili extra- trlbal centre of Usumbura, beg to
- report the following incident: : - )
On Friday, 2 July 1948, two masons emgloyed by Mr. Kunvari caume to ny
home end asked me to write a letter in their behalf roquesting an increase in
‘their monthly weges. | A -t »
. I did not want to refuse %o asaist my black brothers.
 On Tuesday the 6th instant I was about to leave for Albertville on a
15-doy holiday; I wap weliing at the port vhen I suddehiy saw'éhief RamazaniA
Makangira holding a written summons in-his hend. He handed me the summons
eand said: "You must not leave, you are to appear before the police
commissionor in the matter of the lette% you wrote for the masons employed
by Mr. Kunvari'. | | o
On Wednesday the 7th instant at 8 a.m. I arrived at the office bf the |
police commissioner. He called me in and I eaw that he vas holding my letter -
in hig hand. Ho said: "Did you write this letter"? I‘immediately admitted
that I had written 1t. The commissioner asked me why I had done so. I
replied that I wanted to help out my black brothers whorcoﬁld neither read
nor write French. "Were you paid for this,”™ the commissioner asked.
I roplied in the alfirmative., He wished to know how muchKIrhad received
and I gaid that T had charged them 50 francs as a sign of respect for the
French 1an"uaae and to cover the fines I had to pay in the school.
. The comm1851oner then sa*d to me in a loud voice: "I hereby sentence \
you to 6 months imprisonment for forgery. I replied that to forge sowething
vas to change what someone else had writien or else to forge a work permit
in somecne's favour, o |
shut your filthy mouth,/you monkey," the commissioner said., "I em
going to suggest to the Governor that he expel you from the territdiy of
Ruanda-Urundi; = you will then be able to go'andrinsult fhe white people. in
the. Belgian Congo". : . , ‘ | S o
On Saturday the l7th T was called again to the Commissionar's office -
and was handed the expuldsion order. I 1mmediately called on Maltre Fidvez
and asked him to intervene in my behdlf with the Govermor. But despite his
' [efforte he was unable

]
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forts he wag unable to do anything for me and I lost the 300 francs that I
had paid to him. :
~Of course the Belgians do not consider a black man as & personm with
a soul and mind of his own., We are tredted like animals and we are always |
cellcd dirty monkeys. For them, we are not worth anything. '
Should a black person be involVed in a court casze with a European and
the latter is cleérly in the wrong thé'Euroﬁean’judge will always find that
he 1s right, and the poor black man, becauge of his dark skin, will be sent
‘o prison to suffer there. - ' |
I have ‘bsen in USumbura for the past 8 years. I am married to a woman
vho comes from the Urundi ard we have a child. I héve worked in my fields
to support my family. I want to remain here with my dear Moslem brothers of
.Ruanda-Urundi wntil I die. I am well regafded in thexéyﬁfa-tribél centre. I
don't do any wrong and I do not drink.
- It is stated in the holy Koren: "Obgy~G6d; obey his preachers; obey the
authorities", ,
 We avo thus told that we must obey the orders of the Government and its
officials. ’ -
I beg the Governor of Ruanda-Urundi to show me some mercy by cancelling
‘the embu151on ordey and allowing me to continue m work as Monitor to my dear

Mos~em chi ldren ct Buyenzi o

(Slgned) | M. Kelimba
Usumbura, 6 August 10h8
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Mr. Kunvari » © Usumbura, 2 July 1948
Contractor. e ‘ ,
Usumbura ‘ - .

‘

-We notice that you are baéoming one of the worst contractors in Usumbuia o
by the way you treat your wasons. ‘ ‘
, Should one of your masons come 0 you and ask for a small lcan in
order to purchase food or to llquldate a private debt you always turn him

down pitllessly ,
Please increase our monthly wages so that'it/will no longé} be ﬁecessar
for us to agk you for loans every week. -
The following are the namwes of the masons who are wvitlng to you~

Juma Ndekangura - A 6. Iea Selemeni
2. Mrisho bin Kabokd_ 7. Masudil Ndamuslgo
3. Mstafs bin Jwma 8. Mohemed Yusufu
L, Jean ‘ 9. Remazani Lugombeko
5. Amieil Iutaka . - 10. Ramagzani Mnyengd
11. Rasare | * ' 12, Ramazani Hamisi
13. Athumani Amisi 1k, Rajabu Athumani’
15. Rashidi Hatibu ' 16. Hamimu Mouto
- A7, Jume Chimbatl © 18. Ismali Bikumati -

We remain, dear sir, etc.





