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Secretary

United Fations Trustee Council,
Tew York,

U.S.A,

Sir,
I wrote to you giving certain information in regard to the relationships

by marrioge of both the members of the Legislative Assembly and eight (8) out
of the nine (9) Eurvcpeans appointed to secrve on the Constitutional Convention.,
I trust you received this letter which was posted by air on the 6th of this
month. In the "Samoa Bulletin" Sept 1hth, I noticed the United Nutions Trustee
Council had esked for acktion in regard to labour legislation and other matters,
and the Trustee Council, expressed the hope "that the Samoan people would come

| to accept universal sufferage". It should curely by now be apparent that unless
the Trustce Council and the New Zeoland Goverament assist the ordinary Samoan to
free himself frcm the state of pecrage in which he lives by insisting on a
Pleblcite, on both the question of suiferage end the cuestion of vhothor he wants
self-government at ell, you vwiil in eilect be riviting the chains of peconage on
him for an indefinite period akead. If 4th2 tiny group of consplrators get
self-goveinment witaout a national plebicite, both the few Zealzond Govermnment. and
the Trustee Council will have grossly belrayed both of their Wards in Samoa,

the ordinary Samoan and their European Wards. We are often told thet after
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self-government has come that New Zealand wishes to have close ties with Samoa.,
Our idea of this idea of close ties is tuat perhaps the MNew Zenland Government
feels once self-govermment for Sawoca comes lato being, the Samoans who have a
great admiration for America, and a sentimental feeling for that country, they
know it is the most powerful country in the vorld and that most generous, and
that all pacific countries including New Zealand depend on the US for protvection,
as a couseguence as time goes by will turn more and morc towerds the USA and
American institutions. American Soamoa being so close and the two islands belng
the same people, it would of course quite natural, but would mcan the eventual
exclusion of New Zeeland influcnce in the territory. One of the earlier causes
of trouble and dissatisfaction in Samoa after the Mandate was granted %o

New Zealand, was that Samoan pride was hurt at being handed over to what they
regarded as a small colony after they had been used to being governed by a big
.end poverful nation., This leaning toward the USA, huas been opposed by a tiny
group of Samoan and their European relatives because of the fact that the US is a
Republic, and this group have ambitions of imitating the Tonguan Monarchy, but the
great mass of Suwcans definitely are attached to the USA. The New Zcalond
Govermment is quite aware of this, so the European minority are entitled to ask
"Is the betrayal of New Zealands European Wards and the untitled Samca, the price
they are paying to achieve the close ties they want? "Are they giving this very
grall group of chiefs the power to prevent any progress towards freedom for the
crdinary Samcan? "In plain words are we being betrayed so that the New Zealand
Government can maintain her influence in Samoa and so counteract any chance

of a groving sentiuent for Amorica? We are told by both the Trustee Council

&ad the New Zeoland that they will give us full protectilon and in every way

look after our interests when seli~goveroment comes, yet it is obvious to any

12 year school hoy tiat once this group of chiefs get control, i.c. self-
goveruent nelther the Trustee Couneil or the Few Zenland Covernment will have
any legatl right to interfere in wuzt has becore the domestic policy of a
celf-governing power, or state. We the mincrity are entitled to a clarification
of your intentions tovards ws, especially co the older members who have lived

in this ervitery for fram 25 to GO years. This clarification should come now,
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and, as I stated in a letbter to Mr. Morgan MLA who forwarded it on to you,

I consider the New Zealund Government should ccumpensate all the Euvopeuns who
wish to leave the territory rather than be cdazprived of all rights and controlled
by a people who have stated on many occasions they intend to return to the
tribal system of the pre-German days. Ve do not wish to contempla’e the idea
of having to apply to the Inbernational Refugee Organizetion a few wonths sfter
self-government becomes effective, That gelf-government is a conspiracy by a
very small group of chiefs and their relatives and is not a neticrel movement
should be apparent from the information I sent you in my letter of the

6th Sept, plus the fact that this group have always opposed the idea of

a plebicite, they have very good reasocan to fear the result. I trust the Council

will give every conslderation to these matters affecting Europeans end let us
know in the very near future where we stand so that we can take vwhatever steps
are possible to secure our future.
I am Sir,
(Signed) C. SMITH O'BRIEN GARDINER





