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The meetin~ was called to order at 10,55 a.m.

ATIIDA TTTA 830: UNITTD TATIONS DRCADY FOR VO'TT:  DOUALITY, DEVELOPMENT AND
PEACT (continued) (£/35/3/Aca.10: A/35/7°0G; A/C.3/35/7)

(a) WORLD CONFERIWCE OF T IMITTED MATIONS DECADE FO2 WOM™il (A/CONF,.9h/35;
A/35/220)

(b) VOLUNTARY FUTD FOR THE UNITID MATIOWS DECADF FOR VOMIN: REPO2T OF THF
S CRETARY-GRNIPAL (A/35/523)

(¢) ITITEPIATTIONAL, RTSTARCH AMD TRAIFNING INSTITUT. FOR THE ADVANCIMPNT OF VOMIN:
PUPORT OF THIE SECRITARY-GEWIRAL (A/35/9%)

ACTIDA TTEA 33:  STATUS O THE CONVIANTION O TH® ILIMINATION OF ALL FORNS OF
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST "I I'1f:  RUMPORMT OF MHI STCRIMARY-CTIFRAL (continued) (A/35/428)

1. ilrs, SIPTTA (Assistant Secretary-Ceneral for Cocial Development and
Jlwmanitarian Affairs) introduced the reports on the Voluntary Fund for the United
Tations Necade for lYomen (A/35/523) on the International Research and Traininz Tor
the Advancement of Ylomen (A/35/04) and on the status of the Convention on the
“limination of £11 Torms of Discriininatior a~ainst “omen (A/35/%28), "he Voluntary
ind and the Training Institute reflected +h2 objectives of the United Tations
Necade for “omen, esbecially in respect of women's full intesration and
narticination in the develorment of society as ecuval partners with men - a goal

for which considerable assistance was still needed in various fields, including
~echnical co-operation, trainins and research,

2. The Voluntarv Fund did not duplicate the vork of other furnding orranizations:
its fundins was narticularly suited to innovative or exnerimental work vhich, if
successful, mizht later be funded from other sources, and for small projects which
micht not be accentable to other funds, As indicated in varasranhs 3-12 of the
Secretary-General's report, the Mmnd was increasingly beins used for countryv-level
“rojects, thus ensurins that specizl consideration was s~iven to rural women and
noor women in urban areas in accordance with the criteria set forth in General
Assembly resolution 31/132 which had established the Fund in its present form.
Country projects in support of wvomen would wor!: in the lons run towards the
inclusion of fundin~ for vomen's needs in mejor develorment assistance progranmes.
Tracitional funding sources tended to concentrate mainly on women's roles in such
fiedlAds as health, nutrition and home economics, neglected womern's responsibilities
in the family and naticonal development and gave lov orioritv to women in the
allocation of development resources. The situation was pnartly due to the scarcity
of women amonc nlanners and decision-rmakers in aid agencies and Governments.

3. The special resources available froi the Voluntary Fund were stimulating change
and demonstratin~ the value of vomen's full involvement in development assistance
activities. They vere nrovidinr~ support in such imvortant fields as enersy
resovrces, developsent planning and rural production. In 1280, 67 »rojects had

/eus



A/C.3/35/5R.23
Inplish
Page L

(itrs. Sipila)

been anproved, bringing tre total supported by the Tund to date to 155, which
included a sisnificant increase in the proportion of nrojects for the Asia/Pacific
and Latin America/Caribbesn resions. Since every project proposal submitted by a
Government, non-governmental organization or repional commission was reviewed on
its own merits, it was possible to respond adequately to special needs in the
different regions and subregions.

I The report explained the new agreement betireen the United Wations and the
United Mations Development Programme (UNDP), which was intended to eliminate delays
in transferring funds for approved projects and to allow the implementing agencies
to werk directly with a United Mations representative at countryv level, That
agreement, together with the 1979 agreements concerning submissions and reviews of
proposals from the countries through the UNDP Resident Representative's Office,
rave the Voluntary Fund increased capacity to supnport country-level activities. In
the current year, T out o1 everv 10 anproved projects were hased on those
agreements.

5. The posts for senior women programme officers at the resional commissions,
referred to in paragraphs 18 and 10 of the report, were extremely immortant to the
wvorlk of the Fund. The Consultative Committee on the Voluntary Fund had advised
that the two posts presently provided to each of the four regional commissions
should not bhe supported ater the end of 1001 unless the commissions themselves
strencthened their women's prosrammes by assisning nosts from the regular budget.
To date, only ECLA had provided such a post and TICVA exvected to do so before the
end of 1981, Programme oi'ficers at the regional level to work for women at both
country and regional levels, in the context of the Yew International Iiconomic Order
and Technical Co-operatior among Developing Countries, were of crucial importance
and there was an urgent need to find ways and means of strensthening regional
vomen's programmes,

&, Tstimates of the time required for the Voluntary TFund to incorporate women and
men in all its development assistance support were a major factor in deciding
whether the FTund should continue its work after the expiry of its mandate in 1085,
Since there was little evidence of women's full intersration in development
prosrammes through the activities of other funding avencies, for example, throurh
UIDP country programming, the future of support by the United Mations svstem for
rural woren and Poor womern in urban areas would denend larpgely on the activities

of the Voluntary Tund todsy. However, its capacity to meet increasing needs
devended on strong and sustained financial supnort during the second half of the
Decade. The Secretary-Gerneral had anticipated expenditures of “6 willion in 1981
and ©10 million annually thereafter. She hoped that at the Pledging Conference for
Development Activities to he held on 6 Movember, the developing countries might be
able at least to make symbolic pledges to demonstrate their commitment to the work
of the Fund, and that the industrialized and resource~rich countries would become
major contributors.

T Prevaratory work for the establishment of the International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (II'STRAY) had continued and the
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remort of the first session of the Board of Trustees of the Institute (E/1950/23)
had been transmitted to the Iconomic and Social Council at its spring session.
Tive publications in three lancuages had been prevared by the Institute as part of
its contribution to the "orld Conference. The great need for research and training
for the advancement of wvomen had been emphasized at the Conference and several
references had been made to IVSTRAY's potential for resronding to the needs. The
adninistrative cuestions relatines to installation of the Institute in the host
country and the apointment of the Director were currently being worked out by the
Cecretariat, However, in order to meet the reduests for research and training
included in the Prograime of Action and the resolutions adonted at the Torld
Conference, the Institute's present resources nmust be dramatically increased, She
honed that generous contributions would be made to the United Nations Trust Fund
for the Institute at the Pledgings Conference.

3. he Convention on the Ilimination of All Torms of Discrimination Against
Yiomen, adopted and opened for signature, ratification or accession under General
Assembly resolution 31/130 of 18 December 1979, had been signed to date hv 30
countries and ratified bv § - an unprecendented resronse in such a short period,
The list of States vhich had sisned and ratified it, should be brousht up to date
by the addition of Romania, which had sirned on UL September; Nominica, which had
sirned and ratified on 15 September; and Barbados which had ratified the Convention
on 18 October. 'The texts of reservations bv States at the time of ratification
anpeared in annex II of the renort (A/35/h20). The numbers of sipnatures and
ratifications were cvidence of the determination of States to bring the Convention
into force as soon as possible., The next stage would be the establishment of the
Committee envisased in the Convention and the berinning of a2 new reporting system
on the measures aconted by States Parties to sive effect to its provisions,

9. Vr, DOMINGURZ PASITR (Opain) expressed his warm appreciation to the Secretary-
General or the Vorld Conference for her presentation of the report on the
Conference, ané to the Assistant Secretary-CGeneral for Social Development and
fumanitarian Affairs for her valuable statement at the Conference. The Copenharen
Conference had without doubt been one of the most important events of the vear to
take nlace under United I'ations auspices. The Conference had been prepared with
scrupulous care and most participants, including his own country, had submitted
valuable information on national progress at various levels in legislation and
nractice,

10. There had been cynical attemnpts to over-emphasize the short-comings of the
Conference and plav down its positive results. 1ot only had the exchanse of vieus
on progress made in the Aifferent countries and targets still to be achieved been
encouracsing, but a considerable number of resolutions had been adopted, most of
vhich constituted 2 basis for further efforts by Governments towards the
advancement of women and valuable guldance for associations and groups. The
Conference had also been the occasion for the sirnins of the Convention on the
Blimination of All Torms of Discrimination Against Yomen bv a large number of
commtries. Lastly, the Conference had adonted a Frogramme of Action for the
second half of the United Hations Decade Ffor Tomen which was Tull of practical
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recormendations. While : 1t had unfortunatelv not been adonted by consensus, it was
a document whose guilding principles had been accepted Tor implementation even by
the countries which had not been anle to suprort the whole document. His

voted for it althourh, i3 had entered reservations concerning certain paragraphs
and had abstained in the separate vote on parazranvh 5 (A/35/428),

11. Ilis dele~ation had :ncluded experts from Government departments concerned with
culture, labour, health and education and from the Ministry of Txternal Affairs.
Its active particivation reflected a new impetus in Spain in the past few years
given to trainins women :n all fields of endeavour and to the mradual elimination
of all discriminatory measures persisting in civil, familyv and labour law. Tor
example, the future divorce law vas now in debate in the Svanish Legislature.

17, THis delemation was Drofoundlv grateful. to the Government and peonle of Denmark
for having organized the Conference and to the Secretary-General of the Conference
for her able perforuwance of a difficult task.

13. With regard to the Convention on the Flimination of A1l Torms of
Diserimination Against "omen, it was gratifying that after barely a vear there had
been 00 signatures and o ratifications., His country had sirned the Convention at
Copenharen and it would shortly he submitted to parliament for ratification. The
adoption of the Conventicn by the Ceneral Assembly had been one of the most
decisive steps taken dur:ng the NDecade towvards the advancement of women on a
universal scale. Ile hoped that, in accordance with its provisions, the Committee
on 1ts implementation by States would shortlv be estahlished.

14, He also exprescod the honme that the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women would start overations at an early date.

15. “rs. ROSTR (TFederal Republic of Germany) said that the Tirst five vears of the
Decade for Wowen had achieved a rood measure of success, even thoush much remained
to be done, One of the rnost spectacular achievements was certainlv the adoption
of the Convention on the Elimination of All Torms of Discrimination Arainst Vomen.
The Federal Republic of (ermany, which had become a signatory to the Convention at
Covenhazen, would do its utmost to ratify the Convention as soon as possible. Tt
hoped that the Conventior would enter into force at an early date and believed that
it should serve as the hesic framework for the attainment of ecuality hetween women
and men the worlad over.

15, Another achievement in recent years was the recognition that equality for women
in all aspects of life wes a factor to be dealt with on meny levels and in a variety
of areas, and that the problem could not bhe solved by legislation alone but would
reauire special supportive measures and changes in social structures and attitudes.

17. While the Federal Republic of Germany was not in a position to suvport the
Programme of Action for the second half of the Decade in its entirety, it would
implement the practical varts of the Trogramme on the national as well as the
international level. Tor exarple, the resolutions and the Prosramme of Action would
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be nublished in the Tederal Nepublic of Germany end all institutions concerned
would be asked to take annropriate weasures to implement them, in particular, in
the fields of education, employment, and health., Iler delesation believed that
vhile wonen should participate fullv in political 1life, there were a number of
problems that concerned women exclusivelv and should therefore be dealt with
sernarately. Her delegation hoped that those questions would in future receive the
measure of priority thev deserved.

18, gince the adoption of the 1975 Plan of Action, her Government had initiated a
nunber of snecific projects for the advancement of women in developing countries
and was trying to integrate women in all its develowvnent projects, talzing into
account the social and cultural conditions of its partner countries. As stated in
the report of the Brandt Commission, a new international economiec order would need
men and vomen with a new wmentality and a  wider outlool” to make it work, and a
nrocess of development in vhich their full capacities could flourish.

10, virs. JYRTHEN (Denmarl:) said that the Programme of Action adonted at Copenhagen
was an immortant achievement. Recent appraisals of the conditions under which
vomen lived all over the world had enabled women to define their demands for the
“vture more preciselv. Tt was c¢ifficult to envisase real improvements in those
conditions unless there was nrogress in the development of a new economic world
order. At the same time, it was difficult to imagine real econowmic and social
nrogress unless men and women equally shared responsibilities and rewards. Those
two asnects of Adevelopnent were closely interrelated. The recognition that the
role of women must he seen not only in the context of the family but as a full and
active member of society represented further prosress.

20. DFVer deleration, amons others, had been disappointed in the formulation of +two
parasrarhs in the Programme of Action and had had to abstain on the Prograrme as a
viole.  She wished to emphasize, however, that its abstention had no implications
Tor Denmark's support of all other narts of the Pro~ramme., On the whole, the
Prosromme represented a most valuable contribution to the advancement of women all
over the world and the NDanish Covernment would be active in helpin~s to implement it.

21. After Copenhapen, follow=up was obviously the main priocritv, At the national
level, it was now the responsibility of Governments of all Member States to take
approvriate steps for implementation. At the international level, her delesation
had noted with great satisfaction that the immortant role of women in the
Gevelonment process had been reaffirmed in the text of the new International
Tevelomment Strategy for the third United flations Development Decade., One of the
wmost imnortant decisions to be taken by the General Assembly would have to deal
1rith resolution 22 adopted at Covmenhagen concerning co-ordination of issues
relatin® to the status of women within the United Tations system. The failure to
intesrate vomen in the decision-making process was of great concern to her
Government, as it must be to all., Effective measures must be taken to expedite
that interration by staffing the United Nations at all levels, and particularly at
the executive levels, with an eguitable and fair number of women.

22. An essential part of the Prorsramme of Action dealt with the dissemination of

[oue



A/C.3/35/8R.23
Inglish
Pare 8

(ilrs. Hérthen, Denmark)

information and experiencz2, In that connexion, the United lations and the
specialized anencies had 2 crucial role to play during the second half of the
Decade. The Secretary-Cealeral of the United i'lations had often stressed the
importance of broad publi: support for the work of the United lfations and it was
encourazing to note the acztive marticimation at Copenhagen of the observer
delegations of non-7overnnental organizations ané the inclusion in many Government
delezations of persons from nrivate or semi-official orrsanizations vho were
directly concerned with tae status of women.

23. The Copenhargen Conference had called for action to benefit the most
disadvantaged, namely, wo4en in extreme poverty, women in non-developed rural and
asricultural areas, refucees and displaced women, disabled women and elderly
women. The efforts of the international community should gsive priority to those
groups and to younrs women, for the entire Decade misht well be in vain if the
international community Adid not succeed in providing the new ~Zeneration with eaqual
onportunities with resard to education and employment.

2l', Another resolution worthy of mention was that on battered women and violence
in the family, a phenomenon prevailins in all countries., Violence had to do with
social backwardness and part of the cure was to abolish social inecuality and to
combat poverty.

25. Uhile the first half of the Decade had not achieved the desired roal of a fair
share for women in develcvment, it had activated orogress and it was to be hoped
that the second hall would see that prosress ~ather momentum because of the growing
political will to change the conditions of women. It was against that backsround
that her delezation hoped that the Third Committee couléd reach acreement on
resolutions now needed tc translate the results of Conenhazen into action.

26, wrs. SAELZLIR (Germen Dermocratic Renublic) said that since the establishment
of the German Democratic Republic, the realization of egual richts for women had
been a bhasic concern of the State and the State's efforts to achieve that end were
fully consistent with the objectives of the Decade for omen outlined in the Vorld
Plan of Action.

27. ©Since the adontion c¢f the Torld Plan of Action, the German Democratic Reoublic
had made further progress in consolidating the social status of women, raisinz the
livins standards of families and systematically improvin~ women's workins and
living conditions. The establishment of a socialist system had entailed the
abolition of social conditions based on the exploitation an?d oppression of man by
men and the denial of the rights of women, At the same time, the roots of the
oppression and exnloitation of other neonles and races had heen extirpated. Basic
human rights, ineluding the right to participate in decision-malking and active
involvement in political and public affairs, the »i~ht to work, to education, to
health protection and recreation were suaranteed to men and women alike, The
national lesislation of the German Democratic Republic guaranteed rights for women
that went bevond those enbodied in the relevant international instruments.

/...
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23, The first half of the Decade for llomen had been marked by efforts to carry

out the decisions taken hy the Socialist Unity Party of the GDR at its ninth
Congress, As a result, women had become inereasingly involved in the process of
social production and were able to exercise fully their civie rights and duties,
both at work and within the family. The degree of women's participation in
nolitical affairs was clearly reflected in the increasing number of female deputies
in the people’s representative bodies at all levels, vhich had risen from some
33,000 in 19506 to over 73,000 in 1979, The demand set forth in paragraph 88 of

the "orld Plan of Action for equality of opportunity and treatment for women
vorkers and their integration in the labour force in accordance with
internationally accepted standards had been fully impnlemented in the German
Democratic Republic, as had the demand formulated in paragraph 101 of the Vorld
Plan of Action for the creation of conditions enabling working mothers to reconcile
their duties towards the family with their careers and social activities. Since
the establishment of the CGerman Democratic Republic, the number of working women
had risen year by year and full employment for both men and women remained assured.
Currently 07 per cent of all women and girls of working age were gainfullv employed
or were pursuing their studies. They accounted for 50.2 per cent of the country's
total work force,

29. A number of additional measures had been nut into practice in the GDR in order
to protect working women. Pregnant women and mothers with young children enjoyed
the special care of the socialist State. IMaternity leave was fixed at 25 weeks and
durins that period gainfully employed mothers drew an allowance egual to their
average net earnings under the social security scheme., The numbey of live births
in the German Democratic Republic had increased from 181,796 in 1975 to 235,166 in
19072, 1ith the improvement of medical care for mothers and the children, there
had been significant declines over the same period in infant mortality, the
stillborn rate and the maternal death rate. All working mothers as well as all
women over the ase of 40 were entitled to one fully paid day off each month. The
official working hours for rothers with two or more children under the age of 16
had been reduced to a weekly total of 40 hours without loss of pay and those
rothers also had two to five days more vacetion time than other working peoble.
Another important step was the establishment of créches, kindergartens and after-
school centres and the planned incresse in such establishments. INore than

GO per cent of all children under three years of ame could be admitted to créches
and all children vwhose parents so wished could go to kindergarten from the age of
three until they entered school., Schools ran after-school centres for pupils in
the first four grades vwhich were attended by 76 per cent of the children concerned.
The services of child care facilities were free of charge: parents were merely
reguired to pay a small fee towards the cost of meals.
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30. The enjoyment of equel educational opportunities by all members of society,
irrespective of sex, called for in para;raph 07 of the World Plan of Action, was
suaranteed by lav and had been a reality in the German Democratic Republic for
many vears. Lducation was free and there were no tuition fees for studies at
universities, colleges anc vocational schools. Fgual participation in vocational
training and education encbled girls to realize the right to learn a profession
guaranteed in article 25 ¢f the Constitution of the German Democratic Republic,

a demand listed in paragrenh 81 of the World Plan of Action. Women had access to
all trades and professions with the exception of those from which they were barred
for medical reasons and ir order to protect motherhood. Some 99.2 per cent of all
zirls who left school and did not attend advanced training facilities learned a
profession.

31. Those examples illustrated the comnitment of the Government of the German
Democratic Republic, the parties, the trade unions and other social organizations
to the realization of equelity for women and the Tull fuarantee of their rights.

32. However, aware that the policy aimed at guaranteeinz their security and g’
happy future for their children could be successful only in conditions of peace
worren and mothers were greatly alarmed at the political course nursued by the
aggressive circles of imperialism, whose nolicy of nuclear arms build-up, military
adventurism and confrontation was designed to undermine the results of the nolicy
of détente. Vomen in the German Democratic Republic therefore supported all
activities of their CGoverrment, of the socialist community of States and of all
peace--loving forces in the struggle for the preservation of world peace a halt

in the arms race and disarmanent. They had subscribed Lo a Declaration of the
people of the German Democratic Republic in support of the significant peace and
disarmament initiative lainched by the Soviet Union in 1979. on the thirtieth
anniversary of the establishment of the Cerman Democratic Republic: 96 per cent
of the citizens over 14 years of age had signed the Declaration, thus demonstrating
their full agreement with the peace policy pursued by the Soviet Union and its
allies.

33. The experience of the German Democratic Republic confirmed that women
represented a great social force and that their participction in the process of
progressive reneval represented a vast material and spiritual potentizl for the
development and shaping of' social conditions. During the process of the country's
development, the political, economic and social rights of women had been
increasingly substentiatec.. Vomen knev that they could exercise their basic

human rights in conditions. of full equality and without any kind of discrimination.

34, Irs. LITVIFOVA (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that some gains had
been made in improving the status of women as a result of the many years of effort
by the enlightened sector:s of the public and the international women's movement.
The holding of the World (‘onference of the United Nations Decade for ‘'omen and the
opening for signature of the Convention on the Flimination of All Torms of
Discrimination apainst Uowen. of which the Soviet Union had been one of the
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initiators had considerably strengthened the hasgis for international co operation
among States in dimproving the situation of women.

e

35. Despite the attempts of a certain group cf States to nrevent the adontion of
effective and specific measures, the participants at the “Jorld Conference had
formulated and approved a Prograwmme of Actlion for the second helf of the United
Wations Decade for Vomen and adopted a number of important and useful decisions.
devertheless, the formulation of measures was not 1in itself sufficient to acaieve
the goals of the Decade- a willinguness on the part of States to take nractical
action in implementing them was necessary.

3. The achievement of equality between men and vwomen and the equal participation
of women in economic and social development, in accordance with paragraph L8 of
the Programme of Action was already an imporiant achievemnent of socialism. The
decigions of the World Conference aimed at the final elimination of discriminavion
against women throughout the world had been warmly received and =z2pproved in the
Ukrainian SSR.

37. The social nolicy of the socialist State of the Ukrainian SSR aimed to create
conditions enabling women to enjoy lepal equality with men and ccibine
participation in productive work and public activity with wotherlhood wvhich. in
Ukrainian society, was recognized as an honoured social function of women. The
State paid constant attention to further imnroving the health conditions of work,
everyday life and leisure of women. Comorehensive plans for the further imnroveusent
of the Stete system of education for the youn er generation., creating ecuel social
conditions for the development of all children without exception_ were being
worked out and imnlemented. The Ukrainian SSR had an effective system for
monitoring observance of the constitutional rights of women, vhich ceme under the
authority of a permanent commission of the Sunreme Soviet of the USSH concerned
with questions of the labour and living conditions of women and the protection of
rothers and children. Similar commissions had also heen established in the
provincial organs of power, the soviets of people's deputies. and had broad povers,
such as the power to monitor the work of ministries and departanents and their
Jlocal organs in implementing existing legislation on the protection of women's
rights. They also made recommendations to State bodies and public organizations.
The trade unions, which were responsible for monitoring complionce with the
lerislation on women's work, played a major role in protecting the constitutional
rights of women.

38, As active participants in public and political life and the managemcnt of the
State. women were represented in the organs of power at all levels - froa the
Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR to local authorities - and participated
directly in formulatin;, discussing and adonting all State laws and decisions.
Thirty six ver cent of the deputies to the Supraue Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR
vere women. and over 00 ver cent of the members of local rovernment authorities
were women. Vomen constituted 52 wmer cent of the labour force: every womnan in
the Republic could obtain work in any sector of the economy in accordance with her
vocation. educaticn and abilities. In the Soviet Ukraine there was full literacy
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and secondary education was compulsory for all children. Women could be found in
positions of responsibil:ity in many walks of 1life and there were no restrictions
affecting women's rights in respect of work, remuneration or promotion.

39, In the current comp.ex international situation, millions of mothers who had
welcomed the onset of dé&:ente had once again become concerned about the fate of
their children and about the future of the world. The preservation of peace and
the strengthening of the security of the peoples were directly related to the
soals of the Decade for 'lomen, for without over-all efforts aimed at preserving
détente as the dominant =rend of world development., the hopes for a better and
peaceful future, and hence for attaining equality for women and a happy life for
their families and childiren, could not be achieved. Her delegation could not but
express concern about the military preparations of certain States and the
continuing arms race. I: shared the fears of the participants at the World
Conference about the plaas of NATC to deploy medium-range missiles in Yestern
Burope. In view of the situation. the Govermments and the socic-political forces
of all countries, including women needed to concentrate on strengthening peace.
confirming the principles of peaceful coexistence among States with different
socio--economic systems, 1alting the destructive arms race and solving the most
crucial problem of the times, that of averting the danger of thermonuclear war.
The Scoviet Union's proposal on measures to reduce the military threat served that
goal- those measures wer: specific and could be implemented given the political
will to do so.

40. Those who had spokea about items 80 and 83 of the agenda, including
representatives of those delegations which had not supported the Programme of
Action for the second half of the United Wations Decade for Women, had had to
recognize that the life and status of women was intricately linked with
socio-pclitical phenomena and processes both within their countries and at the
international level. Thz Vorld Conference had not failed to express its solidarity
with the peoples of Souta Africa and Namibia, whose difficult situation was
aggravated by the criminal policy of apartheid. It had expressed its anger and
indignation about Israel's actions in the occupied Arab territories and against
the Arab people of Palestine. The documents of the World Conference cited
reliable instances of thes pernicious influence of that policy on the situation
of women. Her delegation shared the concern and indignation of the participants
at the Conference, expressed in resolutions 18 19 and 46, about the gross and
mass violations of human rights by the military Fascist dictatorships in Chile,
El Salvador and Bolivia.

41. Like all the socialist countries which consistently and unswervingly supported
the strugzle of peoples for their national liberation, the Ukrainian SSR
unconditionally supported those decisions of the Conference and hoped that they
would be approved in the resolutions cf the General Assembly.

Lo, Tller delegation also hoped that the draft decleration on the participation of
women in strengthening international peace and security and in the struggle
a~ainst coclonialism. racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression and all
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forms of foreign domination, nroposed by the delegation of the German Democratic
Republic, would be adopted at the current session. It believed that the process
of the public mobilization of women should extend equally to all three basic zoals
of the Decade for VWomen. equality. development and peace, and should also take
into account questions of employment, education and health. Her delezation hoped
that an ever-increasing number of States would become involved in implementing the
Programme of Action for the Second ialf of the Decade.

L3. irs. HUSSAIN (Pakistan) said that the efforts of mankind to achieve a just
and equitable social order for men and women had been reflected in the designation
of 1975 by the United llations as International Vomen's Year., the establishment of
the Voluntary Fund for the United Wations Decade for ‘omen and adoption of several
resolutions by the General Assembly pertaining to the rights of women.

b, The comprehensive aporaisal of the progress achieved in the advancement of
wvomen towaras equality. development and peace that emerzed from the Torld
Conference in Copenhagen were a tribute to the painstaking efforts of the United
Wations Secretariat and the Secretary--General of the Conference. lMrs. Lucile Mair.
and to the many thousands of women and non-~governmental organizations from all the
Member States of the United Wations that had undertaken studies, prepared
backoround papers and discussed problems at that Conference. Pakistan pledged its
wholehearted support for the realization of further progress.

k5, Although the relipgion of Islam made women egual participants in the Islamic
social order, distortions in tradition and customs had kept Islamic womanhood
enslaved. However, with the disappearance of the vestiges of colonialism.
neo-colonialism and imperialism, the suppressed, impoverished and downtrodden
peoples of the world were awakening and Islamic women could only be an important
beneficiary of the march of mankind towards a just and equitable world order.

46, Pakistan was endeavouring, within its limited resources. to iuprove the
condition of women. ILfforts had been made to involve women in various spheres of
national life and provide equality of opportunity for women, mainly throusgh
constitutional provisions and legislative action. How, howvever, the emvhasis was
being shifted to operational and institutional measures for the advancement of
women. Pakistan had created a women's division in 1979, which had sponsored a
national programme consisting of 28 projects specially designed to provide women
with training in skill development, nutrition, health education, adult education
and employment. In the current financial year, 40 million rupees had been
allocated to the women's division to expand those programmes to include day--core
centres, working women's hostels and training institutes. The women's division
had held three national conferences in an attempt to create consciousness of
women's issues and problems and to encourage the exchange of ideas.
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LT7. Pakistan had tsken special measures to improve the condition of rural women.
In order to develop and involve women in programaes vhich would improve the quality
of their family life, increase family income and provide community--oriented health
facilities, a federal prcgromie had been launched in 1970. It included the
establishment of 1,Lk72 irdustrial homes in various areas of the country to provide
employuent to women. Seventy-seven soclo-—economic centres for women had also been
functioning as demonstration centres in the country. They provided training to
women in the production cf marketable handicraft items, and a wnroject to train
instructors in carpet-weaving and other rural crafts had been set up as a joint
venture of the Internaticnal Labour Organisation and the Government of Pakistan.

45, The Nationzl Education Policy of Pakistan aimed at achieving universal
enrclment of girls at the elementary level by 1992, During the next Tive yecrs,
about 30.000 female teachers would be recruited for primary schools, 5,000
comnunity schools would te established, enrolment of girls at the secondary level
would be increased from L00,000 to 650,000, and eishteen new vocational institutes
would be set up.

49, In the field of health care, a naticnal basic services unit had been
established to undertaxe important tasks such as policy implementation, operational
research and communication., and a tTroject wes being designed to educate 500.000
village women. In addition, a national population planning vrogramme had heen
designed as an integral rart of the over-all development strategy to reduce the
crude birth rate from an estimwated level of 50 per 1,000 to 40 per 1,000.

50. In Pakistan, women enjoyed political rights on equal terms with men. Uomen
were eligible to stand for election to the senate, national assembly, provincial
assembly and local council. Recently, 450 women councillors had been elected to
the local councils.

51. Despite 2ll those laidavle efforts, much ground remained to be covered to
meet even the limited objzctives of an eguitable distribution of skills, kncwledge
and facilities among men and women. Therefore, the women's division planned to
set up a network of multi-purpose women's centres to impart training and knowledge
to women and encourage them to engage in income-generating activities. Simple
techinoclogy and innovative tools were being devised to enable women to reduce time
consumed in household chores. Village-level women's committees had been proposed
for settling disputes. mobtivating work and creating awareness of rishts and duties
among women., The approaci of the Government of Pakistan was to consider women

as citizens, equal to men, whe must play a vital role as agents of change and
contribute significantly o the struggle for equitable economic development and
the establishment of a just and democratic sccial order in the spirit of Islam.

52. OShe drew the Committz2e’s attention to General Assembly resolution 3L/161,
which reguested the Officz of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

to "make recommendations :oncerning measures which could be undertaken by lMember
States . the United Hations system and non-governmental organizations to assist
woimen refugees, taking in.o account the requirements of the regions concerned'.
While expressing her solidarity with the women refusees of Palestine, she reminded
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tiie Committee that there were over one million Afghan refupgees in Pakistan, more
than half of them women snd children. It was the duty of the community of nations
to ensure that suitable conditions of peace and security wvere established for the
people of Afghanistan which would allow the refugees to return in dignity to their
motherland.

53. ilrs. SOW (Guinea) said that the rights enjoyed by women in Guinean society
were an irreversible sain whichi had resulted from their particination in the
strusgle against colonial domination. The proclamation of § Tebruary as Vomen's
Day in Guinea in memory of the martyrs of colonialism was a testimony to the
decisive participation of women in the struggle for liberation.

54. Guinean women were organized from the village to the national level: 19,458
elected women presided, along with men, over the destiny of the nation. The
interests and health of mother and child were protected in labour legislation
which provided 1l weels of maternity leave without suspension of contract.
larriage was also under the control of the State which required civil marriase

i the presence of the President of the “women's Committee of the village or
neicshbourhood. Txorbitant dowries had been reduced to a token amount and forced
marriage had been abolished. Iaws prohibiting polygeiny and governing dilvorce
tended towards stabilizing the family as the basic unit of society. Iiowever,
because of the African mentality, which accorded a major role to the child and

the continuation of the line, one deviation from monozamy had been provided for,
namely, in case of the medically recognized sterility of the wife. Vhere polygamy
had been practised before the promulgation of the law, the status quo had been
maintained. In the case of divorce, the custody of the children was assured by
the mother until they wcre seven years of age.

55, ‘fhe rights of wowen in Guinean society were guaranteed and protected in
accordance with a political philosophy which pestulated the princinles of fairness
and solidarity as a basis for the volitical and moral unity of the natiorn. Thus.
girls and boys vere offered the same opportunities for education, wvhich was
co~educational, free and compulsory until the baccalaureate.

56.  Because of traditional orejudices and colonialism, the majority of women had
not been able to attend school. To correct that problem. the revoluticnary State
had created "centres de promotion féminine" (women's advancement centres). Women
also participated in productivity through handicrafts, cottage industries and
sarket—-gardening. Tn rural areas. where women comprised 90 per cent of the labour
force, communal farms offered new sources of employment for women.

57. The number of salaried women had increased considerably since the colonial
period. They now had access to all the trades, and were no longer condemned to be
secretaries, teachers. midwives or nurses. Like wmany otaner States., Guinea had
acceded to the Convention on the Flimination of All Forms of Discrimination
acainst Women, but efforts still had to be made to comply with the Plans of Action
of dMexico and Copenhagen. To that end, CGuinea proposed to implement several
vrojects.
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58. 'The Guinean woman was involved, together with other women of the world,
especially those of South Africa, Namibia and Palestine, in the fight for
individual algnity and against tyranny. Guinean women maintained cordial relations
with women's organizations of many countries. Guinea welcomed the creation of the
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women and
hored, through the Institute, to develop a new dynamic co~-operation with sll
regional and national organizations.

59. Mrs. GEREB (Hungary) said that the proclamation of International Women's Year
and the Decade for Vomen was a very significant contribution of the United Nations
to the cause of social Jjustice and progress and to the achievement of the
objectives laid down in the Charter. UWomen accounted for more than half of the
wvorld's population and attention to their problems and the search for solutions
were therefore of concern to mankind as a whole. In that connexion, the most
important achievement of the First Half of the Decade was the recognition that

the equality of women could not be achieved in isolation from the development of
society as a whole. Women constituted an enormous underutilized resource and
should be more involved in the political, economic, social and cultural development
of socilety.

60. Her delegation hoped that the decisions adopted at the Copenhagen Conference
would be unanimously apvroved by the General Assembly at its current session. The
Conference had taken a fira stand regarding the strengthening of international
peace and security, the continuation of détente and the halting of the arms race.
recognizing that those faciors were closely related to, and interacted with,
social progress and the elimination of discrimination and inequality. It was
clear that the nepative tendencies emerging in international relations threatenine
peace and security affected women as umothers and wives most severely. That was
precisely why it was indispensable for women and their organizations to take a
more active part in the strusgle for the consolidation of international peace and
security. for the peaceful co-existence of States with different social systems
and for the development oI political, economic, social and cultural relations
among States.

61. At Copenhagen, Member States had expressed themselves in favour of the right
of peoples to self-determiasation, the final liguidation of the remnants of the
colonial system, the frustration of neo-colonialist aspirations and the elimination
of racial discrimination aad apartheid. The decisions taken on those issues had
been fully justified as a oasic precondition for the assertion of human rights,
without which the attalnmenrt of women'’s equality was an illusion.

62, The Conference, motivated by concern for the situation of women in developing
countries, had called for the establishment of a new international economic order
involving, inter alia, a damocratic restructuring of international economic
relations, a reshaping of inter-State econowmic relations on the basis of mutual
benefits and equality, an 2nd to international exploitation and the assertion of
national sovereignty over natural resources.

63. The goal of equality of women and men could not be achieved overnight. It was
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not easy to challenge traditions and customs that went back hundreds and often
thousands of years. Furthermore, the prospects were contingent on the content and
the direction of economic and social development in individual countries. Any
tendency to legalize the exploitation of the majority of the population by the
minority, namely the capitalist way, obviously could not contribute to substantive
progress in the field of women's equality. The socialist system, even if it had
not yet solved all problems, had over the space of a few decades done much more

for women's equality than the capitalist system had ever been able or would ever be
able to accomplish.

64. The Programme adopted at the Conference was a realistic one and provided a good
basis for both international organizations and Governments in drawing up plans of
action, with the participation of mass organizations such as trade unions, youth
movements and, of course, women's organizations, for the achievement of the
objectives adopted.

65. Her delegation believed that the practical exercise of the right to work and
the creation of the necessary conditions and equal opportunities for women in the
labour force constituted a basic condition for the equality of women. Closely
related to that was the implementation of the principle of equal pay for equal work.
Her delegation was aware of the complex problems of working women and of the fact
that they could not fully exercise their rights without health care, cultural
amenities, education facilities and so on.

66. In that connexion, she wished to draw attention first to the danger,
particularly for women, arising from the mounting rate of unemployment in the
developed capitalist countries. ©Secondly, the burdens arising out of the dual role
of women as workers and mothers should be eased through action in the fields of
family planning, family welfare, care of mothers, family allowances and so on.
Thirdly, women's involvement in public affairs essentially meant participation of
masses of women and their representatives in the making and carrying out of
decisions in all matters of society. That meant that a higher proportion of women
must be present in decision-making bodies. Fourthly, strenuous efforts were needed
to combat anachronistic ideas and prejudices held by men and women, which had an
adverse effect on the exercise of equal rights by women. Finally, the creation of
legal safeguards in Member States for women's equality was an indispensable
precondition for the attainment of the opjectives of the Decade because those
safeguards provided the basis for continued efforts to translate women's equality
into practice.

67. The CHAIRMAN suggested that the deadline for the submission of draft
resolutions on agenda items 80 and 83 should be Wednesday, 22 October at 6 p.m.

68. It was so decided.




; Impgzgr"MAﬁzow OF THZ? PROGRAILZ FOR Til% DICADE FOR ACTION TO
RACIS! ARD BACTAL DISCRTMINATION (conmtinued) (1/C.3/35/L.3
3/35/L u/nzv.l and A/L 3/35/L.10)

AGTETDA IT®! 7h: ELIMIVATICH OF ALL FORYMS OF RACTAL DISCRIMIWATION (continued)

(a) REPORT OF THD CORITITTED OW THE ILTAINATION OF RACTIATL DISCRIMITATTOW
(4/C.3/35/L.7 and 4/C.3/35/L.13)

(p) FUTURE MELTTIGS OF THE COMUIITTELD OF THE DLTMIJATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

¥ OTIPTR IATIONAL COMVINTION OW Tid ELIMIUATION OF ALL TORUS OF
STEATTNT (A/C.3/35/L.4 and A/C.3/35/L.9)

(a) STATUS OF THi TATZRNATIONAL COLUVENTION ON THZ SUPPRESSION AND PUINISHIETD OF
THE CRIUT OF APARTIEID (A4/C.3/35/L.5)

LOFWDA ITowi 66: ADVERSE CO'S“GUEN“E° FOR THY ENJOYMENT OF HUMAM RICGHTS O]

POLITICAL  WILITARY, ECONOMIC AND OTHZR TORIIS OF ASSISTANCE GIV.:T 7O COLO

RACIST RICGIIITS TH °<qubwu AFﬁICA (continued) (A/C.3/35/L.11)

AGEADA TTWEL 75 TLPORTANCS OF THD UNIVERSAL REATIZATION OF T RIGHT OF PLOPLIS
PRONRCHNIN DE TATION AMD OF THL SPEIDY GRAHTING OF INDEPZNDEHCE TO COLONIAL
COUMTRIES AWD PIOPLES FOR THE DFFECTIVE GUARANT™I AND OBSIRVANCE OF HUMAIT RIGIHTS
(continueda) (4/C.3/35/L.5 and A/Ce3/35/L.l2)

9. Mrs. SANTANDR-DOWITING (Secretary of the Committee) announced that
Afghanistan, ilali, the Lao People's Democratic Republic and Sao Tome and Principe
had become sponsors of draft resolution ﬁ/u.3/3 /1.5, Jordan and Yemen had become
sponsors of draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.7

The meetine rose at 1.05 D.I.






