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RESOLUTI ONS BEARI NG ON THE WORK OF THE COWM SSI ON
ADOPTED BY THE ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L
AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Note by the Executive Secretary

1. In this Note the Executive Secretary brings to the Conmi ssion's attention
the resol uti ons and deci sions 1/ bearing on the work of the Comm ssion which
wer e adopted by the Economic and Social Council at its regular session in

1992, and by the Ceneral Assenbly at its forty-seventh session, nanely during
the period since the forty-seventh session of the Conmi ssion

2. The resol utions and decisions are divided into two groups: Part |, those
which directly bear on the work of the Conmission, and Part |I, those which
t he Conmi ssion may wish to keep in mind in its further work.

1/ The relevant extracts fromthese texts are quoted or sumarized in
this note as necessary. The full texts are contained in the official Records
of the Council (E/ 1992/92 and Add.1) and of the General Assenbly (A 47/49).
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PART |

A RESCOLUTI ONS AND DECI SI ONS ADOPTED BY THE COUNCI L AT I TS REGULAR
SESSI ONS, 1992

1992/ 14 | nprovenent of the status of wonen in the Secretari at

3. In its operative paragraphs the Council:

"1, Strongly urges the Secretary-Ceneral to increase the nunber
of women in posts subject to geographical distribution, particularly in
seni or policy-level and decision-naking posts, in order to achieve an
overall participation rate of 35 per cent by 1995, and a goal of 25 per
cent of the total within the overall participation rate of 35 per cent in
posts at the D1 | evel and above, taking into consideration the need to
i ncrease the representation of wonmen fromcountries with a |l ow or no
representati on of wonen, especially fromthe devel opi ng countries;

2. Urges the Secretary-Ceneral to appoint wonen to senior
policy-1evel and decision-naking posts in his next appointnents, and to
achieve the targets set for the Secretariat by 1995;

4, Calls upon all Menber States to contribute fully to
i ncreasing the participation rate of wonen in the Professional category
and above throughout the United Nations systemby, inter alia, nom nating
nore wonen candi dates, especially for senior policy-Ilevel and
deci si on- maki ng posts, encouragi ng wonen to apply for vacant posts and
creating national rosters of wonen candi dates to be shared with the
Secretariat and the executive bodies of the specialized agencies and
rel ated organi zati ons, taking into consideration the need to increase the
representati on of wonen fromcountries with a | ow or no representation of
worren, especially fromthe devel opi ng countries"”.

4, There are currently 17 wormen in professional posts in the ECE (14.8%.
At the P-5 | evel and above there is one woman (3.4% and 16 at | ower grades
(18.6%.

1992/ 43 Strengthening the role of the regional conmi ssions

5. The Council in the operative paragraphs of the resolution

"1, Urges the regional conmi ssions to take steps to enable them
fully to play their role in assisting their nmenber States, in particular
t he devel opi ng countries, to pronote accel erated and sust ai nabl e
devel opnent through an integrated approach;

2. Recommends that, when preparing regional technica
cooperation programres, all relevant bodies of the United Nations
devel opnent system coordinate their work with the regional comm ssions
with a viewto achieving a better and nore focused use of avail abl e
resources, greater coherence of action and, therefore, greater and nore
concentrated inpact;
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3. Al so recommends that the regional commissions participate
fully in the programre budget process at United Nations Headquarters;

4, Urges that priority setting for programm ng should take fully
i nto account the views of nenber States;

6. Requests each regi onal commission to study the possibility of
assi sting nmenber States, as appropriate, to participate fully and
ef fectively as the sessions of the regional comn ssions;

7. Stresses the role and inportant contribution of the regiona
conmi ssions, within their mandates, in the follow up and inplenmentation
of the decisions adopted by the United Nations Conference on Environnent
and Devel oprent, in particular those contained in Agenda 21

8. Stresses further the inportance of the regi onal conmm ssions
bei ng part of the continued reform process in the economc and socia
fields, bearing in m nd General Assenbly resol utions 45/264 and 46/ 235".

6. In response to paragraph 6 of Assenbly resolution 46/235, and taking note
of Council resolution 1992/43, the Commi ssion at its Special Session on

5 COctober 1992 adopted resolution 1 (1992-S): Restructuring and
revitalization of the United Nations in the econonmic, social and rel ated
fields: strengthening the role and functions of the regi onal conmmi ssions,
particul arly the Econonic Conmission for Europe. The resolution contained the
Conmi ssion's reconmendations to the Assenbly for the strengthening of the ECE
The Assenbly at its resunmed forty-eighth session will take up the question of
restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the econonic, social
and related fields.

1992/ 45 Eur ope-Africa permanent link through the Strait of Gbraltar

7. In paragraph 1 the Council requests the Executive Secretaries of the
Econoni ¢ Commi ssion for Africa (ECA) and the Econoni ¢ Comm ssion for Europe
(ECE) to prepare an evaluation report on the project studies undertaken in the
peri od 1982-1993 for submnission to the Economi ¢ and Social Council at its
substanti ve session of 1993. In paragraph 7 the Council calls upon the
Secretary-Ceneral to provide ECA and ECE with the necessary budgetary
resources, within existing priorities, for the preparation of the
above-nenti oned eval uation report.

B. RESCLUTI ONS ADCPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT | TS FORTY- SEVENTH SESSI ON

47/ 10 Cooperation between the United Nations and the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe

8. In the resolution the Assenbly wel cones the CSCE decl aration of
understanding that it is a regional arrangenment in the sense of chapter VIII

of the Charter of the United Nations, and as such provides an inportant |ink
bet ween European and gl obal security. It calls for enhanced cooperation
between the United Nations and the CSCE, and requests the Secretary-Ceneral to
submit to the Assenbly at its forty-eighth session a report on cooperation and
coordi nati on between the United Nations and the CSCE
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9. The Conmi ssion may wi sh to request the Executive Secretary to bring to
the attention of the Secretary-CGeneral the work carried out by the UV ECE as a
mul tilateral inplenmenting forumof the CSCE as a contribution to his report to
the Assenbly, including the ECE contribution to and participation in the first
neeting of the CSCE Economic Forum

47/ 92 Convening of a world sunmmit for social devel opnent
10. In operative paragraph 3 the Assenbly

"Decides to convene a Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent at the
| evel of heads of State or CGovernnent to be held early in 1995"

In paragraph 4 it

"Accepts with deep appreciation the generous offer of the
CGovernnment of Denmark to act as host to the Sunmit".

In operative paragraph 5 the Assenbly decides that the Summit shall have the
foll owi ng objectives:

"(a) To further the objectives of the Charter of the United
Nati ons, as stated in Article 55, to pronpte 'higher standards of I|iving,
full enploynment, and conditions of econonic and social progress and
devel opnent’', and 'solutions of international economc, social, health,
and related problens', with particular focus on social devel opnent
aspects;

(b) To express a shared worl d-wi de commitnent to put the needs of
peopl e at the centre of devel opnent and of international cooperation as a
major priority of international rel ations;

(c) To stinulate international cooperation at the bilateral
regional and nultilateral |evels, through governnmental, private and
non-governmental initiatives, in order to assist in the inplenentation of
national ly appropriate, effective and efficient social policies and to
formul ate strategi es which enable all citizens to be actively engaged in
t hose poli ci es;

(d) To fornul ate strategies on goals, policies and priority
actions that could be taken at the national, regional and internationa
| evel s to address, in the different devel opnent realities, core issues of
shared uni versal concern in the field of social devel opnent, giving
particular attention to the needs of the | east devel oped countries;

(e) To create international awareness of and address the
nodalities to attain the necessary bal ance between econonic efficiency
and social justice in a growh-oriented, equitable and sustai nabl e
devel opnent environment in accordance with nationally defined priorities;

(f) To address, in creative ways, the interaction between the
soci al function of the State, narket responses to social denands and the
i nperatives of sustainable devel oprent;
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(9) To identify conmon probl ens of socially marginalized and
di sadvant aged groups and pronote the integration of those groups into
society, highlighting the need for societies to equalize opportunities
for all nenbers;

(h) To pronote progranmes to ensure | egal protection, foster
ef fective social welfare progranmes and enhance educati on and training
for different groups in all societies, including the marginalized and
di sadvant aged groups;

(i) To assist in ensuring a nore effective delivery of social
services for the nore di sadvant aged sectors of society;

(j) To highlight the need to nobilize resources for social
devel opnent at the local, national, regional and international |evels;

(k) To make appropriate recomendati ons regarding nore effective
action by the United Nations systemin the sphere of social devel opnent,
in particular nmeasures and policies for the revitalization of the
Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnment".

In operative paragraph 14 the Assenbly

"Requests the regional conmissions to include in their progranmme of
work for 1993 the Wirld Sumrit for Social Devel oprnent, with particul ar
enphasis on the social situation in their respective regions, including
proposal s, and to prepare an integrated report to be subnmitted to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its forty-eighth session”

11. To assist delegations in considering this question the secretariat has
prepared a background paper on the soci o-econonmic activities of the ECE (see
Annex). The Commi ssion nmay wi sh to adopt the course of action suggested in

paragraphs 1 and 37 of that paper

47/ 95 | npl enentation of the Nairobi Forward-|ooking Strategies for the
Advancenent of Wnen

12. I n paragraph 11 the Assenbly recommends the further devel opnment of

nmet hods of compilation and data collection in areas of concern identified by
the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wonen, and in paragraph 13 it enphasi zes once
again the need to give urgent attention to redressing soci o-econom c
inequalities at the national and international |evels as a necessary step
towards the full realization of the goals and objectives of the
Forwar d- | ooking Strategies for the Advancenent of Wrnen.

I n paragraph 20 the Assenbly

"Also requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue updating the World
Survey on the Role of Wnen in Devel opnent, bearing in mnd its
i mportance, placing particular enphasis on the adverse inpact of the
difficult economc situation affecting the majority of worsening
conditions for the incorporation of wonen into the |abour force, as well
as the inpact of reduced expenditures for social services on wonen's
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opportunities for education, health and child care, and to subnmit a
prelimnary version of the updated World Survey on the Role of Wnen in
Devel opnent to the Economi ¢ and Soci al Council, through the Conmi ssion
in 1993 and a final version in 1994".

I n paragraph 22 the Assenbly

"Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to invite Governnents,
organi zations of the United Nations system including the regiona
conmi ssions and the specialized agencies, and intergovernnental and
non- gover nnent al organi zations to report periodically to the Econonic and
Soci al Council, through the Conmi ssion, on activities undertaken at al
levels to inplenment the Forward-|ooking Strategies".

13. Taki ng into account the provisions of this resolution and those of
Council resolution 1990/12 and Assenbly resolution 44/77 in which it was

deci ded to convene a Wrld Conference, the Conm ssion nay wish at its
forty-eighth session to decide to convene a regional preparatory neeting for
the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wonen: Equality, Devel opnent and Peace, to be
held in 1995. The neeting is expected to focus on many of the issues raised
in resolution 47/ 95.

47/ 165 Strengt hening of international cooperation and coordination of
efforts to study, nmitigate and ninim ze the consequences of the
Cher nobyl di saster

14. In the resolution the Assenbly

"1, Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the
i mpl enent ati on of General Assenbly resolution 46/150, and the
reconmendati ons contained therein on priority areas of internationa
cooperation in studying, mtigating and mninizing the consequences of
t he Chernobyl disaster;

2. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue the activities
related to the followup to CGeneral Assenbly resol utions 45/190 and
46/ 150, taking into consideration the subsequent social, econonic and
ot her changes that have occurred in the countries nost affected by the
Cher nobyl disaster;

3. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in the light of his
recomendati ons on priority areas, to undertake an anal ytical review of
all United Nations activities to study, nmitigate and nminimze the
consequences of the Chernobyl disaster in those countries nost affected,
including related Secretariat arrangenents, taking full account of
ongoi ng programes and other relevant activities, including those of
regi onal and ot her organi zations, and the principle of conparative
advant age;

4, Further requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its forty-eighth session on the inplenentation of the
present resolution, including the conclusions of the analytical review
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requested in paragraph 3 above, and to subnit an oral report to the
Econoni ¢ and Social Council at its substantive session of 1993;

5. Decides to consider at its forty-eighth session the question
of the biennialization of this agenda item"

15. Several ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies have proposal s under

consi deration for work intended to mitigate the consequences of the Chernobyl
di saster. The Conmittee on Agriculture and the Tinber Conmittee have included
in their programmes of work items relating to the Chernobyl disaster.

47/ 166 International cooperation and assistance to alleviate the
consequences of war in Croatia and to facilitate its recovery

16. In operative paragraphs 1 and 2 the Assenbly

"Appeals to all States, regional organizations, intergovernnenta
and non-governmental organi zati ons and other relevant bodies to provide
cooperation in various fornms, and special and other assistance, in
particular in the nost severely affected areas and with a viewto
facilitating the return of refugees and internally displaced persons to
t hose areas;

Requests the Secretary-General, having regard for the continuum
rangi ng fromenergency relief to the Ionger-term devel opnent needs of the
war-torn region, to initiate, in cooperation with the Governnent of
Croatia, an assessnent of needs for the rehabilitation, reconstruction
and devel opnent of Croatia, and to introduce, if appropriate, an
i nternational appeal for the funding of a programme for rehabilitation,
reconstructi on and devel opnment .

17. The Conmi ssion may wish to request its subsidiary bodies to study
possi bl e action to assist the Governnment of Croatia in sectors nentioned in
the resolution and to subnit their recommendations to the Commission at its
forty-ninth session.

47/ 171 Privatization in the context of economc restructuring, economc
grow h and sust ai nabl e devel opnent

18. In paragraph 2 the Assenbly calls upon interested Menber States to
enhance the exchange of information anong thensel ves and all rel evant organs,
organi zati ons and bodi es of the United Nations systemon their activities,
progranmmes and experiences concerning privatization, denonopolization,

adm ni strative deregul ation and other relevant policies in order to increase
the efficiency and coordination of technical cooperation in this field. In
paragraph 3 it requests the Secretary-Ceneral to inprove, within existing
resources, research activities on all areas of privatization
denonopol i zati on, adm nistrative deregul ati on and other rel evant policies to
enhance cooperation with national and international research institutions and
to include all pertinent findings in relevant United Nations publications,

i ncl udi ng the Worl d Econonic Survey.
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19. In 1992 the ECE secretariat published a Guide on Legal Aspects of
Privatization in Industry (ECE TRADE/ 180) and prepared a Note on Progress of
Privatization in the Economes in Transition (TRADE/ R 595). A new Guide on
"Privatization on Foreign Investnment in the Countries of Central and Eastern
Europe: Legal Aspects"” will be published in 1993. A study on the pronotion
of foreign direct investrment in the ECE region was al so prepared by the ECE
secretariat. A workshop on the pronotion of FDI in countries in transition
will be organized in Slovenia in the spring of 1993.

20. Pursuant to Conmm ssi on decision O (45) and within the framework of its
programe of workshops for countries in transition, a nunber of workshops have
been organi zed and several are envisaged dealing with issues relating to
privatization, restructuring of state-owned enterprises and industrial policy
in the countries in transition. A report is to be published containing

sel ected papers presented at the Wrkshop on Industrial Policies in the
Economies in Transition which was held in Budapest, Hungary, in Cctober 1992
Privatization is also a subject which has been studied in the anal ysis
provided by the secretariat, particularly in the Econom c Survey of Europe in
1991-1992, and that under preparation for 1992-1993, and the reconmendati ons
adopted by the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governnments at their

twenty-ei ghth session

47/ 176 I nternati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent
21. In operative paragraphs 3 and 4 the Assenbly

"Endor ses Econoni c and Social Council resolution 1992/37 of 30 July
1992, in which the Council decided to convene the Internationa
Conf erence on Popul ati on and Devel opnent at Cairo from5 to 13 Septenber
1994;

Accepts with deep appreciation the generous offer of the Governnent
of Egypt to act as host to the Conference"

In operative paragraph 14 the Assenbly

"Stresses the significance of the various regional perspectives
that exist on issues of popul ation and devel opnent, and wel cones in this
context the convening by the regional comm ssions and the United Nations
Popul ati on Fund of regional popul ati on conferences, whose outcone wll
contribute significantly to the preparations for the Internationa
Conf erence on Popul ati on and Devel opment ".

22. UV ECE, jointly with the Council of Europe and UNFPA, has convened the
Eur opean Popul ati on Conference in Geneva from 23-26 March 1993 in preparation
for the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opment. The agenda

for the European Conference includes the following itens: internationa
mgration; fertility and the famly; health and nortality; population
growth and age structure: selected consequences; international cooperation

in the field of population. The Meeting at its Mnisterial Session will adopt
a set of recommendations which will constitute the Commi ssion's contribution
to the International Conference.
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47/ 180 United Nations Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat 11

23.

In operative paragraphs 1 and 2 the Assenbly

"Decides to convene the United Nations Conference on Hunan
Settlenents (Habitat I1) from3 to 14 June 1996, at the hi ghest possible
| evel of participation;

Deci des that the Conference, in addressing hunan settlenents issues
in the context of sustainabl e devel opnent, should have the follow ng
obj ecti ves:

(a) In the long term to arrest the deterioration of global hunman
settlenents conditions and ultimately create the conditions for achieving
i mprovenents in the living environment of all people on a sustainable
basis, with special attention to the needs and contri buti ons of wonen and
vul nerabl e social groups whose quality of life and participation in
devel opnent have been hampered by exclusion and inequality, affecting the
poor in general

(b) To adopt a general statenent of principles and commitnents
and fornulate a rel ated gl obal plan of action capable of guiding nationa
and international efforts through the first two decades of the next
century; such a plan of action should include:

(1) A conprehensive set of programres and subprogrames, with
realistic targets and tinetables, and provision for
noni toring and eval uati on of performance;

(ii) Gui delines for national settlenment policies and strategies
that can effectively contribute to the alleviation of urban
and rural poverty and the pronotion of a sustainable economic
devel opnent process with due consideration given to the
growm h and distribution of population, the urban transition
natural disasters, the availability of |and and ot her
resources and the interests of wonmen and maj or groups;

(iii) Programes and subprogranmes relating to new and energi ng
i ssues of technol ogies, including the inpact of the current
conmuni cati on and i nformatics revol ution, energy,
transportati on and environnental infrastructure, nanely,
wat er - suppl y, sanitation and waste nanagenent;

(iv) Programes and subprogranmes that would carry forward
rel evant el enments of Agenda 21 to pronote the devel opnent of
environnental |y sustainable human settlenents in the future

(v) Proposal s for nobilizing, nationally and internationally, the
necessary human, financial and technical resources, taking
i nto account the enabling concept and the conmtnents of new
and additional resources, as well as funding fromcountries
own public and private sectors, for the inplenmentation of
Agenda 21 progranmres;
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(vi) Measures for the reorgani zati on and strengtheni ng of
nati onal, netropolitan and nunicipal institutions and
machi nery to enhance the devel opnent of human settlenents and
operations capabilities;

(vii) Reconmendati ons on ways in which the role of the United
Nations and existing institutional arrangenments for
i nternational cooperation and coordi nation in human
settl enents can be strengt hened"

In paragraph 5 the Assenbly
"Invites relevant or interested organizations, organs, programes
and concerned agencies of the United Nations system and
i ntergovernmental, subregional and regional organizations to participate
actively in the preparatory process"
I n paragraph 19 the Assenbly
"Recommends that regional and subregi onal preparatory neetings
shoul d be held in conjunction with meetings of subregional and regiona

i ntergovernnmental bodies, wherever possible"

24, The ECE participated in the organi zational session of the Preparatory
Conmittee which was held in New York from3 to 5 March 1993.

47/ 187 Integration of the economies in transition into the world econony

25. I n paragraph 3 the Assenbly requests the Secretary-General to coordinate
and strengthen the ability of the United Nations systemto conduct anal ytica
and policy advice activities regarding the changes that take place in those
economi es as they integrate into the world econony.

26. Pur suant to Conmi ssion decisions C (45), O (45), B (46) and D (47) the
ECE has undertaken work, both within its regular progranme activities and in
its programre of workshops, to assist countries in transition and to
facilitate their integration with the European and world econonies (see
document E/ ECE 1272).

47/ 191 Institutional arrangenents to follow up the United Nations
Conf erence on Environnment and Devel opnent

27. I n operative paragraphs 27 and 28 the Assenbly

"Requests United Nations regional conm ssions to exanmi ne the
rel evant provisions of chapter 38 of Agenda 21 at their next sessions and
submt reports on their specific plans to inplenent Agenda 21

Requests the Econom ¢ and Social Council to decide on the
arrangenents required so that the reports of regional conm ssions with
the conclusions related to such a review be nade available to the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent in 1993, or at the latest in 1994"
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28. In response to Conmi ssion decision E (47) the secretariat prepared for
the sixth session of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governnents on Environnent al
and Water Problens (16-19 March 1993) a note on the inplications at the

regi onal level of the outconme of the UNCED (ENVWA/ R 69). The docunent
contains a list of 31 possible actions which the Commi ssion nay wish to
consi der to inplenment Agenda 21

29. Chapters 19, 20 and 22 of Agenda 21, which deal with the Environnentally
Sound Managenent of Toxic Chemical s, Hazardous Wastes and Radi oactive Wastes
respectively, and the Prevention of Illegal Traffic in Toxi c and Dangerous
Products/Wastes, are directly relevant to the work of the I TC Wrking Party on
the Transport of Dangerous Goods and of the Econonic and Social Counci
Conmittee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods (which is also a body
serviced by the secretariat of the UN ECE)

30. At its second session the Wirking Party on the Chem cal Industry

consi dered the outcone of the High-Level Meeting on Cooperation and
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent in the Chemical Industry, held in Warsaw, Poland in
March 1992, and di scussed in detail possible activities within the follow up
process entitled "Chenical Industry - Sustainable Econom ¢ and Ecol ogi ca

Devel opnent” (CHEM SEED). Wthin the framework of this process, the Wrking
Party will undertake a pilot project to denonstrate the environnental clean-up
of selected chem cal production sites, and it will organize a neeting of
experts in Warsaw in April 1993 to prepare a detail ed project proposal for the
establi shment of a Regional Environnental Managenment Centre for the Chenica

I ndustry; a workshop in Turkey in 1994 on waste treatnment in industria

parks; and a seminar in the Russian Federation in 1995 on the conpl ex
utilization of raw materials using advanced | ow and non-waste process

t echnol ogi es.

31. In June 1993 a Mnisterial Conference for the Protection of Forests in
Europe will be held in Helsinki with the participation of ECE and FAO. The
Conference will consider followup action to UNCED covering the issues of:

principles for sustainable devel opnent

gui del i nes for conservation
- cooperation with countries in transition
- strategies related to clinmate change
32. Sust ai nabl e devel opnent is an inportant guiding principle in the
devel opnent and inplementation of the progranme of work of the Conmittee on

Energy. Anong the results already achieved are:

- the publication on "Sustainable energy devel opments in Europe and North
America" (ECE Energy Series No. 6, New York, 1991);

- the project "Energy Efficiency 2000"; and

- the project "d obal Energy Efficiency 21 - an Interregional Project".
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PART I
A ECONOM C AND SCOCI AL COUNCI L REGULAR SESSI ONS | N 1992
1992/ 14 | nprovenent of the status of wonen in the Secretari at

1992/ 36 Privatization and foreign investnment in the context of economc
restructuring

1992/ 37 I nternati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent
1992/ 38 I nternational cooperation and coordination of efforts to address and
nmtigate the consequences of the disaster at the Chernobyl nuclear

power pl ant

1992/40 Activities of the United Nations systemin the Baltic States and the
Conmonweal t h of | ndependent States

1992/ 46 Adm ssi on of Kazakhstan and Uzbeki stan as nenbers of the Econom c
and Social Comm ssion for Asia and the Pacific

1992/50  Admi ssion of Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkneni stan as

nmenmbers of the Econom ¢ and Soci al Commi ssion for Asia and the
Pacific

B. GENERAL ASSEMBLY FORTY- SEVENTH SESSI ON

47/ 90 The rol e of cooperatives in the light of new econom c and socia
trends
47/ 175 | npact of the recent evolution of the econonies in transition on the

growm h of the world econony, in particular on the economic growth
and devel oprment of the devel oping countries, as well as on
i nternational econom c cooperation

47/ 193 nservance of World Day for Water

47/ 213 Proposed programme budget outline for the bienni um 1994- 1995
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ANNEX

SCCI O- ECONOM C ACTI VI TIES OF THE ECONOM C COW SSI ON FOR EURCPE

1. This note has been prepared by the secretariat to assist the Conm ssion
in determining its response to General Assenbly resolution 47/92 which
requests the regional conmissions to include in their programe of work for
1993 the World Summit for Social Devel opment to be convened in Denmark in 1995
with particul ar enphasis on the social situation in their respective regions,
i ncluding proposals to prepare an integrated report to be subnmitted to the
General Assenmbly at its forty-eighth session. Operative paragraph 5 of the
resol ution sets out the objectives of the Conference. The activities listed
in this paper have been carried out within the framework of the Commi ssion's
programe of work. The Conmission at its forty-eighth session nay wish to
endorse the continuation of these and other activities related to the thenes
of the World Sunmit as its contribution to the Sunmit and request the
Executive Secretary to transmt a report on those activities to the
Secretary-General for inclusion in the integrated report to be subnmitted to
the CGeneral Assenbly.

Soci al policies

2. The countries of the ECE region have been in the forefront in the

devel opnent and inpl enmentation of social welfare policies and progranmes
designed to raise the living standards of their citizens, although there have
al ways been significant differences between the countries in that respect.
Wi |l e sone countries, particularly those in the west, enjoy a relatively high
| evel of economic and social devel opnent, they are al so w tnessing major
econoni ¢ and soci al changes which call for innovative and practica
approaches. In the countries of central and eastern Europe which have
recently begun the process of transition froma comrand to a narket econony,
and froma rigid totalitarian political systemto denocracy, unprecedented
chal | enges to social policy-naking are to be found. |In its econonic analysis
of these devel opnents the ECE has drawn attention to the need to nmaintain or
to restore a social net to assist the nore vul nerable sections of the
popul ati on, especially where inflation and unenpl oynent appear as new
phenomena.

3. At the sane time, due to nedical advances, better health standards, |ower
birth-rates and the ageing of the popul ation, changes in denography of the
countries of the region have major inplications for wide sectors of econonic
activity, including the transport sector, housing, public services and, in
particul ar, the provision of healthcare services for the disabled and the

el derly.

4, Soci al expenditures presently account for an inportant share of nationa
expenditure in nost countries of the region. ECE data for several west

Eur opean mar ket - econony countries show that social spending as a proportion of
their Gross Donestic Product increased from about one sixth in 1960 to nore
than a quarter in the early 1980s. For nost of this period rapid growmh in
soci al expenditure took place in a nore favourable economic climate than that
of today and that forecast for the next decade.
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5. The present econonmic clinmate and conditions in the countries of the
region are having a significant influence on national social and healthcare
policies. This is becom ng very evident fromthe range of neasures which are
bei ng i ntroduced in nmany countries with a viewto controlling and nore evenly
spreadi ng the costs anong all sectors of the popul ation

6. The search for ways to reconcile the contradictory trends — on the one
hand, to control social welfare and healthcare costs, and on the other to

sati sfy the increasing denmand for social and healthcare services — has been

t he subj ect of considerable study over the past decade within the framework of
the United Nations Economi ¢ Conmission for Europe. Particular attention is
paid to the role of the social pact in the context of economic integration

Popul ati on i ssues

7. Interconnected with social and economi c devel opnents in the region are

t he popul ati on changes typical of the denographic maturity associated with

| ow, often sub-replacenent fertility, and low and falling nortality. These
popul ation shifts are characterized by slow and, at times, negative popul ation
grow h, and advanced and accel erati ng popul ati on ageing. They are conmpounded
by international popul ati on novenents, which are no longer restricted to
south-north migration but increasingly involve east-west novenents and new
mgration streans arising, in part, fromthe dissolution of nulti-ethnic
States in central and eastern Europe.

8. Popul ati on ageing and the status of the elderly are increasingly
attracting the attention of top policy-nakers in the region, so rmuch so that
1993 has been designated as the European Year of Elderly People by the

Eur opean Community. In response to the growi ng need for policy-rel evant

know edge on the deterninants and consequences of popul ati on ageing, the ECE
has recently published a large collection of studies on denographic

det erm nants and economi ¢ consequences of popul ation aging; the volume is
entitled "Denpgraphic Causes and Economi ¢ Consequences of Popul ati on Agi ng:
Europe and North America". A second, conpanion volune which will be entitled
"Soci al Aspects and Country Reviews of Popul ation Ageing" will be published in
m d- 1993.

9. The ECE, in collaboration with UNFPA, is currently engaged in a new,

i nnovati ve project on the characteristics and conditions of the elderly in
sel ected countries of the region. The project will draw m crodata census
sanpl es containing informati on on elderly individuals, nmenbers of their
househol ds and the dwelling units in which they |ive based on the 1990 round
of national popul ation and housing censuses. The sanples will be anal ysed
with a view to preparing and publishing national studies and cross-nationa
conparative studies on a variety of policy-relevant thenmes, anmong which will
be: [Iliving arrangenments of the elderly, profiles of institutionalized elderly
popul ati ons, econom ¢ and housing conditions of the elderly, and work and
retirement patterns among the old

10. Advanced and accel erating popul ation ageing is prinmarily a consequence of
the long-termdowward trends in the average fanmly size and, nore recently,
maj or gains in old-age survival. The fertility decline has been brought about
by declines in nmarriage rates, which have, however, been |argely conpensated
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by increases in non-narital cohabitation, and a decrease in the nunber of
children coupl es choose to have. These trends have been associated with major
gains in the educational attainnent of wonen, increases in female
participation in the | abour market and shifts in values toward famly and
children. In order better to understand the interrelationships between famly
formati on and di ssol ution, childbearing, education and work of women, and

val ues, the ECE is collaborating with UNFPA and nati onal denopgraphic centres
on the collection and analysis of fertility and fam |y sanple survey data in
nore than a dozen ECE countri es.

11. In the past five years many ECE countries have experienced surges in
uncontrolled imm gration. The nunbers of illegal nmigrants, asylum seekers,

di spl aced persons and refugees have been on the rise in both western Europe
and North America. Although the inmmgration of foreign workers has been
largely controlled at a low I evel, other forns of regular migration
especially those arising fromfamly reunification, have continued unabat ed.
In central and eastern Europe and in the territory of the former Soviet Union
t he emergence of new i ndependent States, econonic hardship, ethnic strife and
civil war have contributed to popul ati on novenents whi ch coul d not have been
anticipated only a few years ago. |In viewof this, the ECE is engaged in a
research project which, anmong other things, seeks to docunent in a rapid and
conpr ehensi ve manner the various popul ati on novenents within the region. The
project will also analyse the causes and effects, as well as conditions and
processes, of international mgration taking place within and originating from
the countries in transition

12. The countries in the regi on have extensive experience with various
popul ati on-rel ated policies, including both population-influencing and
popul ati on-accommodati ng policy nmeasures. Although sone of these policies,
such as famly policies, are known to have denographic effects, in nany
countries they have only been used to inprove the well-being of the
popul ati on. The denographic inmpact of nmany of these policies is not fully
under st ood, which nakes it difficult for the policy-nmaker to use them as

i nstruments of deliberate population policy fornulation and inpl enmentation
In view of this, the ECE is engaged in a nmajor research project, the objective
of which is a conprehensive review and eval uati on of popul ati on-rel ated
policies in the following three fields: the elderly and popul ati on agi ng,
fertility and the fanmily, and international migration. The findings of the
studies will be widely dissemnated in the region and throughout the
devel opi ng worl d.

13. Many of the popul ation issues and policies that are being studied by the
secretariat are on the agenda of the European Popul ati on Conference which will
be held in Geneva from23 to 26 March 1993. The Conference is convened
jointly by ECE, UNFPA and the Council of Europe. The thenmes of the Conference
include the following: international mgration, fertility and the famly,
health and nortality, population growh and age structure (selected
consequences), and international cooperation in the field of population. This
m nisterial-level intergovernnmental conference will review popul ation-rel ated
i ssues and policies in the region and adopt a set of reconmmendati ons
addressing these issues and policies. The recomendations, along with a
report of the Conference, will represent a contribution of the three
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Conference organi zers to the preparations for the International Conference on
Popul ati on and Devel opnment to be held in Cairo in 1994,

Wen' s i ssues

14. In support of the United Nations Fourth Wrld Conference on Wrnen;

Equal ity, Devel opment and Peace the ECE is to hold a regi onal preparatory
neeting as a followup to the two neetings held in 1980 and 1984 in
preparation for the Nairobi Conference. The neeting is expected to focus on
soci 0- economni ¢ aspects of the status of wonen in the ECE region, with
particul ar enphasis on wonmen in the countries in transition to a narket
econony.

15. At the invitation of UNNDO the secretariat is investigating the
possibility of cooperating on a typol ogy exam nation of wonen's involvenent in
econoni ¢ and industrial devel opnent for the European region with the ai m of
identifying strategies and mechani snms to provide wonen with access to, and
participation in, the industrial services sector, and to increase wonen's
integration into the upper échelons of economic and industrial managenent.

The work is also envisaged as a contribution to the Fourth Wbrld Conference on
Woren.

16. The ECE is al so cooperating with | NSTRAW and | FAD on a training and
exchange progranme involving wonen farners in Hungary and Bulgaria and their
counterparts in the Arerican md-west. The objective of the project is to

i ntroduce the Bul garian and Hungarian wonen to farm operations in a market
econony and to expose themto managerial, technical and other skills rel evant
to agricultural work in a market econony.

Statistics

17. At the sane tinme the Conference of European Statisticians, a Principa
Subsi di ary Body of the ECE, has assenbled an inventory of the main types of
statistics and indicators on wonmen avail able from ECE countries and from

i ntergovernnmental organizations in the region. The Conference convened two
neetings in cooperation with I NSTRAW (the International Research and Trai ning
Institute for the Advancenent of Wnen) to di scuss various mnethodol ogi ca
probl ems and i ssues such as usage of tine-use surveys, nethods of neasuring
wonen' s contribution to household incone, and estinates of wonen's
under - enpl oynment. The Conference convened other neetings in 1989 and 1992 on
i mproved measurenents of wonen's | abour-force participation and statistica

i ndicators required by the Forward-1ooking Strategies in countries of the ECE
region, and will convene the next one in 1995.

18. The Conference of European Statisticians also has a nunmber of other
projects in its work programe which have a social dinension, such as

popul ation aging (it published a volunme in 1991 on denographi c and econonic
consequences of changi ng popul ati on age structures), international mgration
housi ng and human-settl enent statistics, and health, education and cultura
statistics.
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Human settl enents

19. One exanple is the ECE work in harnonizing regul ati ons and exchangi ng

i nformati on for the construction of human settlenments to shelter the peoples
of the region. Under the auspices of its Conmittee on Housing, Building and
Pl anni ng, nore than 20 seminars have been held in the last 10 years on

subj ects such as housing forecasting and progranm ng; housing finance; rent

policies; housing inprovenent; wurban renewal; integrated socio-economic,
physi cal and environnental planning; energy conservation; |and-use policies;
housi ng for the handi capped; livability of human settlenments devel opnment in

the Arctic; citizen participation; and planning for recreation and |eisure.
Envi ronnent and sust ai nabl e devel opnent

20. The protection of the environnent fromboth air and water pollution which
has been a pillar of ECE s work for nore than 20 years has an inportant social
di nensi on, including health care. The Conmi ssion's recent acceptance of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent as a guiding principle for all its relevant activities
has served to underscore the social dinmension. Its work on air-pollution
control resulted in the adoption of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary
Air Pollution at a Mnisterial Meeting in Geneva in 1979. Now ratified by
nore than 30 countries, the Convention has al ready been under-pinned by two
protocols. One deals with the nonitoring of pollutants deposited throughout
the region and the identification of their source; the other provides a
conmitment for a 30% cut in sul phur-dioxide pollution. A third protocol on

ni trogen oxi de was adopted in Novenber 1988. The Regi onal Long-term Strategy
for Environmental Protection and the Rational Use of Natural Resources was
endorsed by the Commission at its forty-third session in 1988. The Strategy
sets the framework for achieving, in the early part of the next century,
condi ti ons whereby economic growh and social devel opnment are conpatible with
a sustai nabl e use of the environment.

21. Through a series of vivid incidents, the citizens of this region have
cone to realize that they can no longer take it for granted that there is
ready access to unlimted clean water whenever they turn on the tap. Lakes,
rivers, groundwaters as well as coastal waters have a linmted capacity to
carry pollutants, and water availability thus depends to a | arge extent on
water quality. To this end, the Governments of the region endorsed the ECE
Decl aration of Policy on Prevention and Control of Water Pollution, including
Transboundary Pollution, and on the Rational Use of Water. Recommendations to
ECE Governnents were adopted in particular on drinking-water supply and

ef fl uent disposal systens as well as on waste-water treatnent.

22. Increased enphasis had been placed on the protection of aquifers against
pol lution and over-use in view of the inportance of groundwater as a safe
source of drinking water and as an essential part of the natural ecosystem

As a result of many activities in this field, the Senior Advisers to ECE
Governments on Environnmental and Water Problens are now finalizing the Charter
on Groundwater Managenment in order to provide guidance to Governnments in
formul ati ng, adopting and inplementing groundwater policies on a national and
international level aimng at, inter alia, safe drinking-water supply. Wth a
view to pronoting international cooperation in reducing the risk of accidental
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pol I uti on of transboundary waters, the Senior Advisers are elaborating a code
of conduct in this field.

Tourism

23. Wth increasing disposable incomes and reduced work tines, nore and nore
peopl e enjoy increased leisure tinme which is often used for travel. Tourism
is one of the fastest growi ng service industries and as such has inportant

envi ronnental and social consequences in tourist-receiving areas. Devel opnent
of adequate tourist areas to avoid pollution of the natural environnent is a
maj or task of |and-use and tourism planning. Experience has shown that

besi des the positive econom c aspects, tourismcan destabilize traditiona
econom ¢ systens, particularly in rural and coastal areas, and disturb
traditional social patterns. In order to understand these issues better and
subsequent |y pronote sustai nabl e devel opnent the Conmittee on Hunan
Settlenents, the Senior Advisers on Environnental and Water Problens and the
Agriculture and Tinber Conmittees have carried out joint work, particularly in
the preparation of a Symposium on Pl anning for Sustainable Touri sm Devel oprent
held in October 1991. Recogni zing the econom c inportance of tourismfor
transition countries, further activities in this field are planned in the form
of wor kshops.

Tr ade

23. In the field of enployment particular attention is devoted to the role of
smal | and medi um si zed enterprises (SMES) in generating new enpl oynment
opportunities. A study on SMEs in the ECE regi on was prepared by the
secretariat in 1992 which showed that, in addition to becoming the nmain
suppliers of new jobs, SMEs are al so showi ng nore resi stance than | arge
enterprises to a recession situation. SMEs thus have a stabilizing effect in
times of econom c fluctuations. The secretariat study al so descri bed how t he
privatization process in the countries in transition is affecting the
enmergence of SMEs, and to what extent the creation of SMES coul d absorb part
of the unenpl oynent in those countries. An ECE workshop on that issue,
including the role of SMEs for international trade and investnent, is
schedul ed for 1993.

Transport

24. The establishment of international conventions and agreenments is one of
the inportant facets of the Economic Conmission for Europe's activities in the
field of transport. Since its beginning, the Inland Transport Conmittee has
adopt ed 48 conventions and agreenments concerning the entire sector of inland
transport, thereby facilitating the nmovenent of goods and people in the ECE
regi on and beyond.

25. A further aspect of these conventions covers traffic safety. The

provi sions contained in world-w de Conventions on Road Traffic and Road Signs
and Signals and the European Agreenment supplenenting themare the basis for a
regi on-wi de endeavour to make our lives safer in road transport. Safety
aspects also play a najor role in the design and construction of notor-vehicle
parts and equi pnent; one may even note the drivers' I|icences and
car-insurance forns which are also products of the ECE, as well as regul ations
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on hours of driving and the nmethods for its recording for road-haul age
vehicles. The ECE organi zed a Road Safety Week in 1990 which was observed in
all countries of the region. A similar event will be organized in 1995 ai ned
particularly at young peopl e.

26. The ECE Wrking Party on Custons Questions affecting Transport regularly
considers possibilities on howto inprove procedures to prevent the abuse of
custonms transit systems by drug snuggl ers. The Commi ssion continues to
service the work of ECOSOC at the global Ievel on the transport of dangerous
goods to guarantee the application of standards which ensure public safety at
a time of growi ng concern over the novenent and storage of hazardous products.
Wrk in ECE also helps to inprove the transport of handi capped persons in road
traffic, the transport of persons using wheelchairs in public-service vehicles
and the adaptation of passenger cars to the needs of the disabl ed.

Rehabi litation

27. In the ECE region sone 10% of the popul ation suffer from some form of
serious disability, and this percentage is expected to increase in the future
as the aging of the popul ation progresses. Rehabilitation engineering could
provide the tools with which the disabled, as well as the growi ng elderly
popul ation, could satisfy their basic needs, pursue their educational and
occupational activities and inprove the quality of their |ives.

Rehabi litati on engi neering involves a wi de range of technol ogi es, sone very
expensi ve, others sinple and affordable.

28. In 1989 a project on rehabilitation engineering was | aunched by the ECE
Working Party on Engineering Industries and Automation in close cooperation
with the International Federation for Mdical and Biol ogi cal Engineering, the
Wrld Health Organi zation and several other international organizations. The
study was conducted through a series of three workshops: the first was held
in Washington D.C. in June 1990 (REHAB-1), the second at Fagernes, Norway, in
May 1991 (REHAB-2), and the third (and final) took place at Trebon-Spa (Czech
Republic) in May 1992 (REHAB-3). Experts from 27 countries (25 ECE nenber
States, Japan and the People's Republic of China) as well as representatives
of 19 international regional and subregi onal organizations active in the field
participated in the workshops. The wide interest registered in the study of
recent rehabilitation technol ogies, service delivery infrastructures for

di sabl ed and el derly people, cost-effectiveness, including financial and
quality-of-life aspects, nmarket entry and system devel opnent strategi es,
education and information and other rel ated issues, denonstrated the increased
recogni tion of the urgent need to inprove the status of disabled persons in
the region and to equalize their opportunities. This is particularly

i mportant for the countries in transition to market econom es of central and
eastern Europe which presently face a nultitude of problens. The ECE is
preparing a publication on the outcone of its work in the field of
rehabilitation engineering as its contribution to mark the end of the United
Nati ons Decade of D sabl ed Persons.

Ener gy

29. To increase mne safety the ECE will hold a synposiumin St. Petersburg
from5 to 9 June 1994. The neeting will address the theoretical concepts of
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sudden out bursts of rock, coal and gas; the potential for forecasting these
hazards; and their prevention and the nmitigation of their inpact on mners.
The neeting ains at systematizing outbursts and their prevention and thereby
at enhancing the application of international experience and technol ogy of
forecasting and prevention techniques in underground coal-mining. It wll
address such issues as: early warning, rescue, neans of securing the safety of
m ners, sinulation of rescue operations and rescue training.

Agriculture

30. The ECE Conmittee on Agriculture, together with the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation, has drawn up a series of standards covering a range of
foodstuffs including potatoes, fresh and dried fruit, vegetables, eggs, neat
and seed potatoes. New activities on quality devel opment and consuners'
attitudes towards quality in the agri-food sector are bei ng devel oped.

31. The FAQ ECE Wrking Party on the Econonics of the Agri-Food Sector and
Farm Managenent deals with a range of topics related to the welfare of farmnng
comunities and families and the problens of maintaining an economically

vi abl e social fabric in the nore renote and | ess prosperous areas. |n 1994,
for example, the Wrking Party will devote its regular session to the human
factor in agriculture with reference to rapid changes in market situations,
soci al environnent and technology. A semnar held in Austria in June 1991
dealt with the alternative uses of agricultural |and other than food
producti on.

Ti mber

32. The Tinmber Committee has included in its work a particul ar progranme

el enent to cover problens in the forestry and forest-industry sector arising
fromradi ati on contami nation, particularly fromthe Chernobyl disaster. On
this point a teamof experts will be established in 1993, and it is envisaged
that nmeetings will held in the Russian Federation and in WUkraine. The
Conmittee's activities are in part jointly carried out with the FAO European
Forestry Commi ssion and the | AEA/ FAQ

33. The Joint FAOQ ECE/I1LO Committee on Forest Technol ogy Managenent and
Training fosters international collaboration on technical, economc, socia

and organi zati onal aspects of forest workers' activities, including prevention
of accidents, occupational health, ergononics, socio-econom c requirenments and
the future of the forest work-force in the context of sustainable forest

devel opnent. An international network on the forestry work-force is being
built up in cooperation with I1LO A sem nar was held on the future of the
forestry work-force (United States, 1992). It addressed soci o-economc
gquestions of interest for the whole ECE region, in particular the countries in
transition of central and eastern Europe.

I ndustry

34. A nunber of studi es have been undertaken over the past decade ainmed at
reducing and nmitigating the effects of certain industrial activity which has
had, and continues to have, an adverse effect on the health of the citizens of
the countries of the region. This is focused in part on reducing
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envi ronnental pollution through the devel opnent and use of |ow and non-waste
technol ogi es and/or the utilization of wastes in various sectors of industry.
These have included continuing work on the collection of information on the
use of steel scrap and studies on the recuperation and econom c utilization of
by-products of the iron and steel industry, the recycling of used tyres and
rubber wastes, the use and disposal of wastes from phosphoric acid and
titani um di oxi de, and substitutes for tripol yphosphates in detergents and the
managenment of plastic wastes. A nunber of seninars have al so been held on
subj ects such as international standards for environmental protection, the
role of the chemical industry in environnental protection, and on
air-pollution control in engineering industries. Three seminars are to take
place in 1993: one on netallurgy and ecology in Nancy, France; another on
foundry production and ecology in Mnsk, Belarus; and a third on energy

ef ficiency standards and | abelling systenms in Geneva.

35. Certain sectoral bodies of the Conm ssion have al so addressed the issue
of the conservation and treatnment of water by industry. A study was published
in 1984 on engi neering equi pnent and automati on nmeans for waste-water
managenent prepared under the auspices of the Wrking Party on Engi neering

I ndustries and Automation, and a new study was | aunched under the auspi ces of
the Chemical Industry Committee at the beginning of 1989 on the rational use
of water and its treatnment in the chemnical industry.

Sci ence and technol ogy

36. The Senior Advisers to ECE Governnents on Sci ence and Technol ogy, in
respondi ng to the reconmendati ons of the CSCE process, have | aunched a study
of contacts anmong young scientists in this region. The study shows that, even
in the countries of this region, where offers of overseas schol arshi ps are not
unconmon, |ess than 1% of all students enrolled in post-secondary institutions
are of foreign origin. The SAST have begun to study ways of increasing these
contacts especially in scientific and technological fields in the belief that
such exchanges lead to a better nutual understandi ng anong all peoples.

Concl usi on

37. The above list of activities, which is intended to be indicative rather
t han exhaustive, illustrates the areas of the Conmi ssion's programe of work
where there is a grow ng interdependence between econoni ¢ and soci al aspects.
This is especially the case of the countries of the region which are in
transition to a market econony and froma totalitarian to a denocratic
political and social system Wile it is true that increased econonic
activity is required in order to finance social devel opnent, economic

devel opnent and reform wi thout adequate social welfare policies are unlikely
to attain longer-termnational goals. It is in this context that the

Conmi ssion's subsidiary bodies and the secretariat are engaged in the
above-nenti oned soci o-econom ¢ devel opnments within the region. The Commi ssion
may therefore wish to bring these and related activities to the attention of
the Secretary-General for inclusion in the integrated report which he is
requested to submt to the forty-eighth session of the General Assenbly in
accordance with Assenbly resolution 47/92.



