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The meeting was called to order at 11.05 a.m.

OPENING OF THE FIFTY-SEVEN'IH SESSION

The PRESIDENT: I declare open the fifty-seventh session of the

Trusteeship Council, and in doing" so I wish to welcome the delegations of China,

France, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United States of America and

my Own delegation, the United Kingdom. I should like also to welcome in particular

our visitors from the Trust Territory. We shall be listening with great attention

to what they have to say in the cour se of the Council's proceedings. Finally, I

want to welcome those petitioners who wish to address the Council later in its

proceedings.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The PRESIDENT: Members of the Council have before them the provisional

agenda (T/1945) drawn up by the Secretary-General in consultation with the

President 0 f the Council under rule 8 of our rules of procedure.

If there are no comments and if there is no objection, I shall consider that

the aqenda for the fifty-seventh session is adopted.

The agenda was adopted.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON CREDENTIALS

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that the

Secretary-General has still not received the credentials of all nembers of the

Council. I suggest therefore that this agenda item be considered at a future

meeting. If there are no objections it will be so decided.

It was so decided.

ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT

The PRESIDENT: I now invite members of the Council to elect a President

for the fifty-seventh session. This election will be carried out by secret ballot,

pursuant to rule 41 of the rules of procedure of the Trusteeship Council.
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A vote was taken by secret ballot.

Mrs. Anne Gazeau-Secret (France) was elected President unanimously.

The PRESIDENT~ On behalf of the Counc il I want to congratulate

Mrs. Gazeau-Secret on her election and to wish her the very best during her period

in off ice. I am sure that her well-known diplomatic ski 11 and finesse will

contribute greatly to our work in the course of the coming session.

Let me also add that I have served for only a very short time as your

President, but I wish to thank all Council members for their co-operation since my

election in January dnd I wish also to thank all members of the Secretariat for the

very valuable assistance they have given me.

I now invite Mrs. Gazeau-Secret to take the Chair.

Mrs. Gazeau-Secret took the Chair.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I am greatly honoured by the

fact that Council members have entrusted me with the responsibility of presiding

over the Trusteeship Council for the next session. I thank you most warmly.

I should also like to tharn most warmly Mr. Thomas Richardson and his

predecessor, Mr. Birch, for the work they accomplished in presiding over the

Trusteeship Council last year and at the beginning of this year. I am haPPY to

hear that Mr. Thomas Richardson is going to remain with us and will participate in

our work durinq the course of this session since I am counting on his assistance. I

know that his knowledge and experience of the Council's work will be very useful to

us.

We shall now turn to the election of the Vice-President 0 f the Council.

A vote was taken by secret ballot.

Mr. Richardson (United Kingdom) was elected Vice-President unanimously.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I congratulate

Mr. Thomas Richardson on his election. I am very happy, as I just stated, that we

can thus contin~ working with him, which will be very useful for the Trusteeship

Council.

The VICE-PRESIDENT: I simply wish to thank all Irembers of the Council

warmly for the confidence they have shown in me and to assure them personally of my

wish and anxiety to co-operate very closely with them in the work of this

forthcoming Council.

ORG1\NIZATION OF WORh

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): A tentative timetable for

the fifty-seventh session of the Trusteeship Counci 1 has been prepared and

distributed to nembers of the Council. It has been drawn up on the same nodel as

last year ·s. Of course the Council is quite free to change this programme of work

in accordance with circumstances or the wishes of members and also according to the

way our work progresses.

If there are no oomments, I shall take it that the Council agrees to follow

the timetable as closely as possible.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Before proceeding to take up

the substantive part of our work I should like to ask members of the Council to do

their best to be on time for neetings so that the Council will be in a position to

make maximum use of the time available to it and try to conclude its work.

The representatives of Fiji and Papua New Guinea have requested to sit at the

Council table. As members will recall, Fiji and Papua New Guinea participated in a

recent mission to observe the plebiscite in Palau on 6 February 1990. I propose,

in accordance with rule 12 of the rules of procedure of the Trusteeship Council, to
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(The President)

invite those representatives to take places at the Council table and to

Participate, without the right to vote, in the Council's deliberations.

If there is no objection I shall take it that the Council agrees to tha t

proposal.

It was so decided.

At the invitation of the President, the representatives of Fiji and Papua

New Guinea·took places at the Council table.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Before the Council begins

its consideration of conditions in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, I

call on the representative of the United States to introduce the members of his

delegation.

Mr. WILKINSON (United States of America): I should like to introduce the

principal members of the delegation who are here with me today. Present are

Ms. Stella G. Guerra, Assistant Secretary from the Department of the Interior;

Ms. Mari1yn A. Meyers, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State; Mr. Samuel McPhetres,

Department of the Interior; and Mr. Victor Uherbelau, head of the Pa1auan

delegation, ably assisted bv Senator Minoru F. Ueki, Chairman of the Palauan Senate

Foreign Affairs Committee, and Delegate Hideo Tell, Chairman of the Pa1auan House

Foreign Affairs Committee; and other members, includinq Mr. Steven Kanai, who is

the Washington representative of the Republic of Palau.

At the invitation of the President, Ms. Guerra, Ms. Meyers, Mr. McPhetres,

Mr. Uherbelau, Mr. Ueki, Mr. Tell and Mr. Kanai, representatives, took places at

the Council . ta ble •

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I am very happy to welcome

a 11 the membe rs of the Uni ted States delegation.

EXAMINATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR ENDED
30 SEPTEMBER 1989: TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS (T/1944)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Council will begin its

consideration of conditions in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

Mr. WILKINSON (United States of America): Madam President, it gives me

great pleasure to congratulate you on your unanimous election as President of the

Trusteeship Council at its fifty-seventh session. As Administering Authority for

the remaining Trust Territory, we welcome the thoughtful contributions of all the

participants in this Council's proceedings under your capable guidance and look

forW3rd to working with you.
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(Mr. Wilkinson, United States)

Since many of us today are new to this Council, it is appropriate to share JWf

delegation's special apprec iation to those who have preceded us in the affa irs of

the Council, especially acknowledging today the guidance of former Council

President John Birch, of the United Kingdom, and his compatriot,

Ambassador Richardson, who so ably filled in during an interim period.

Around the world the events of this last year have proven unpredictable,

surprising, contagious and hopeful. The decade of the 1990s promises to be an

extraordinary decade for the exercise of acts of self-determination. Recently we

have seen the peoples of Namibia, much of Eastern Europe, Latin and South America

and elsewhere give clear expression to their will through the ballot, a peaceful,

democratic and stabilizing means of determining their political future and

enhancing their economic and social deve10pnent.

It is in this same vein, therefore, that my Government conveys its support to

the Governnent of Pa1au and to the people of Pa1au, who continue to persevere at

the polls to reach a determination of their future. ~ fu1l2~ecognize and respect

the Pa1auan Constitution and the political processes required by that

Constitution. The United States will continue to honour its obligations while the

people of Pa1au seek a resolution of their dilemma, namely, reconciling the

provision of their Constitution that requires 75 per cent approval of the Compact

of Free Association with the overwhelming majority view consistently favouring

adoption of the Compact.

That Compact, negotiated between the United States of Anerica and Pa1au,

provides that the Republic of Pa1au would become a sovereign, self-governing

nation. The Compact offers significant continuing benefits to Pa1au for a period

of 50 years, as we II as certain security and defence obligations and rights for the

Uni ted States.
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(Mr. wil kinson, United States)

In the light of the conclusion of the Compact, this Council found in 1986, in

resolution 2183 (LIII), that the United States had satisfactorily discharged its

obligations under the terms of the Trusteeship Agreement, and it requested the

United States to agree on a date not later than 30 September 1986 for full entry

into force of the Compact and to inform the Secreta ry-General of the date.

That is to say, this Council found that Palau was ready for self-governnent,

that the Compact should be implemented at the earliest possible date and that the

United States should inform the Secretary-General.

My Government believes that this resolution was fully in keeping with the

Trusteeship Council's goal of promoting the advancenent of the inhabitants of a

Territory towa rds self-government or independence in accordance with the freely

expressed wishes of the people. Resolution 2183 (LIII) echoes resolution 1541 (XV)

of the General Assembly in recognizing that legitimate acts of self-determination

can result in free association, independence or integration.

As this Council observed through its latest Visiting Mis-ion, at the request

of the Government of Palau, the electorate of Palau went to the polls in February

of this year to attempt for a seventh time to determine whether the necessa ry

75 per cent of the voting public approved of the Compact. More than 60 per cent of

the voting public approved the Compact. This was a sizeable majority, but still

insufficient to satisfy the specific constitutional requirement.

Palau continues to conduct itself as a geographical, political, cultural,

social and economic entity with a clear identity. As Administering Authority, we

regard this as active testimony to our continued fulfilment of our stewardship

responsibilities under the Trusteeship Agreement. Furthermore - and I will state

this as clearly as possible - the United States continues, and will continue, to

exercise its trusteeship obligations fully and responsibly until such time as the

people of Palau resolve the issue of their status.
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(Mr. Wilkinson, United States)

We are confident that Palau will overcome the current impasse. Resolving this

issue will require the political will, courage and self-confidence of all Palauans

to pu 11 together, launch themselves into fu 11 poli tical matur i ty and set sa il in

the direc tion of their choosing.

Madam President, I should be grateful if you would next call upon

Ms. Stella Guerra, Assistant Secretary of the United States Department of the

Interior, charged with responsibility for the Office of Territorial and

International Affaj"s. Secretary Guerra will layout for the Council the thoughts

of the United States Government on how we can best exercise our trusteeship

responsibilities until such time as Palau decides on its future status.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I now call on

Ms. Stella Guerra.
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Ms~' mmRA (Special Adviser): First, let me oongratulate VQU, Madam

President, ald the new Vice-President 0'1 your unanimous elections to your high

offices. While this is 'tri first opportunity to participate in these proceedings, I

have been assured by veterans of previous meetinqs that we can look forward to

close co-operation and mutual benefit over the weeks and months ahead. I certainly

offer my full oo-opera tion ald that of my deleqa tion.

I also want to thank the outqoinq officers of the Council and express the

thanks of the Administerinq Authoritv for the excellent work thev did over the past

vear.

It is with grea t svmpa thy that we extend our condolences to Pres ident EtpisO'1

and his family m the tragic loss of his son Beches, \otlo died \otlile rendering

assistance to other injured persO'1s. Beches Et pis 0'1 was also the Chvernor of

NQatpanq State ald, as such, generouslv acted as hest to the last couple of

Visitinq Missions from the Council.

I would new like briefly to review the events involvinq the Trust Territory

over the past year up to the present. This statement is intended as a supplement

to the more detailed information prOlTided in the annual report.

Since the early 19OOs, cnd particularly in recent vears, the Uni ted Sta tes has

acted on the assumption that Palau would adopt the Compact of Free Associa tion

quickly ald becone fully sO\1ereign in the near fu ture. In keeping wi th that

assumption and in line with our obliqation to promote self-qovernment in the Trust

Territory, the United States progressively deleqated more cnd more decision-making

authority to the constitutional Government of Palau.

In the liqht of recent events, however, the United States can no lonqer assume

that Palau will adopt the Compact in the near future. As VQU knew, the seventh

plebiscite Q'l the Compact, held in earlv February of this year, failed to qarner

the 75 per cent required bv the Constitution for apprOlTal. The people and
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(Ms. -Glerra, -9)ecial Mviserl

Government of Palau are new considering the next steps, but no decision has been

reached on a specific strateClV or time-table. I do wish to assure the Council that

the Mmin is ter inq Au thori ty respects the will of the people of Palau and their

elected representatives and will wait for them to decide their next course of

actioo.

Given the situation, nevertheless, the United States has decided to carry out

its cootinuinq responsibilities as Mministerinq Authority in a more active and

intensive fashion. We are of course aware that in July 1989 the United States

General Accomting Office issued a report entitled "Issues Associated with Palau's

Transition to Self-G:>vernment"~ The report notes, amonq other things, that the

policy of delega ting increas inq degrees of authori ty to the Government of Palau has

depr ived that Chvernment of the benefi ts of some advice and gu idance from the

Mmin is ter inq Au thori ty, par ticularly in the financial ar ea.

Wh ile my office does not completely aqree with all of the findings conta ined

in the report, we have decided to take certain stepS to address some of the issues

that have been called to our attention. In particular, we will be naminq a

Resident Iepresentative of the ~partment of the Interior to provide more guidance

to the 'Chvernment of Palau, especially in fiscal and planning issues.

My office, whidl is responsible for the administration of the Trust Territorv,

is also in the process of reorganizing in order better to carry out our

obligations. Part of that reorganizatioo consists of strengthening the Trust

Territory Chvernment at Koror with greater support facilities based at Honolulu.

We believe that with this approach we shall be able to serve the people of the

Territory better while at the same time exercising our adninistrative

responsibilities mder the Trusteemip Agreement.

To that end, in the nine months I have been in the lDsition of Assistant

Secretary, I have held five personal meetings with President Etpisoo of Palau, as
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well as others with the leadenhipof Palau, all in our cmtinuinq effort Il1der

article 6 of the Trusteeship 1lqreement to foster and promote self-qovernment. In

April several members of my staff in the Department of the Interior, includinq my

Deputy Assistant Secretary, went to Palau to familiarize themselves with the

situaticn there. Using their recommendations, we shall make certain additional

decisions concerninq the role of the Administerinq Authority in the adninistration

of Palau. We shall, of course, keep the COll1cil inforned of the developments in

th is area as they r: :::ur.

I am sure that the Council is aware that the Mministerinq Authority in the

past year has, in co~peratim with the Government of Palau, mounted a very serious

campaiqn against the spread of controlled substances. In July of last year a major

sweep of dealers, impor ters and ven dors was successfully carr ied out. Forty-three

people were arrested, and all of them have admitted quilt. Out of those 43 there

were 13 Tr ust Terri tory ci tizens.

Wh ile the war on harmful drugs is far from beinq won in many par ts of the

world, we are tak inq the si tua tim in the Tr ust Terri tory very ser iousl y and wish

to assure the Council tha t we will oon tin ue to do so for as long as necessary, as

part of our Administratim's qreater campaign to eliminate dangerous substances

from all of society.

We are pleased that there is very 1 ittle in the way of natural disasters or

crises to report this year. There has been little or no politically oriented

violence in Palau, there have been no oontrOlTersial oourt cases, no natural

disasters such as typhoons cr other events that resultecl in hardmips or problems

for the new Palauan Administration. Things have been qoing relativelY smoothly,

and we must cmgratulate President Etpism for this.

As I mentionecl earlier, the seventh plebiscite on the Compact of Free

Associatim was held in Palau on 6 February of this year without incident. Since
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(Ms ~ G.ter ra; . Special Adviser)

the visi tinq Miss ion of the Comcil was present, there is no need for me to comment

on the conduct of the votinq. I par ticular ly want to express rrr{ hope that the

Chinese member of the Missioo fomd the experience worth while. We hoPe that this

is but the first time that China will fully participa te in the activities of the

Visi tinq Miss ion and that other de1eqa Hons will follow sui t at the ne xt

oppor tun ity.

In the area of economic deve10pnent, we can see from the annual report that

tourism has increar
, d substantially. But the mcst importa1t development is waitinq

for the riqht moment, when the political-status issues are completed. We wish to

associate ourselves fully with the observations nade in paraqraphs 36,69 a1d 70 of

Cbcument 8/20843, the report from the Trusteeship Council to the Security Council

last year, concerning the potential for ecooomic development and the need not to

let non-existent or imaqinary standards stand in the way of the attainment of

self -qovern ment.

It is extremely qrati fvinq to inform the Council that oayment of Ti tle I war

claims is nearly 100 per cent completed. As we annomced last year, the United

States Conqress appropriated a second fund to brinq the total up to 100 per cent of

the adjudicated claims, a1d, with some small exceptions, the payment process is

qoinq smoothly and should be completed very soon.
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(Ms. -G.terra; -Special- Adviser)

In sone cases, proba te of esta te is holdinq up final payment, cnd in others

disaqre~ment over amounts or siQninq releases is slowinq payments. But I am

pleased to tell the Cooocil that we will shortly be coocludinq this lenqthv chapter

in Trust Territory history.

We are particularly pleased to announce to the Council that the Administering

Authoritv has made mooey ava ilable for a new proqramme of opera tions cnd

maintainence on capital improvements projects in the islands. The purpose of this

report is to review projects carried out ooder the Tr ust Terri tory's ca pi tal

improvement progranune over the past 10 years and make apPropr ia te repa ir s and

adjustments lIIbere deficiencies in constructioo or desiqn are identified. The other

half of the project is to train local people in ,the correct operations and

ma in ten cn ce 0 f th ese pro jects •

This operations and maintenance project will be carried out by a private

cootractor lIIbo will be responsible for the lIIbole proqramme subject to the

supervision of a special committee of Government officials accordinq to priorities

fi xed by the local au thori ties. The coo tracts have been awarded cnd the project is

currently under way.

We expect th is to take several year s to cnmplete. Included in the proqramme

will be repairs to the Koror Babelthaup Bridqe, airport work, construction of

hospi tal facil ities and p,tblic u til ities in Palau, and many other projects on Palau

cnd other islcnds. A total of $7,821,000 has been made ava ilable for th is fiscal

year alone to beqin these projects. In addition an additional S5,7l9,OOO has been

set aside for the new 924 million Palau hcspital.

Last year there were several references to the 902 consultations between the

Federal Government cnd the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas. I should like to

assure the Council that we cnncur lIIboleheartedly with conclusion tb. 4 in the

Council's report of last year.
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On behalf of my staff cnd myself I would say that we look forward to another

productive session with this Council and pledqe our full co-operation with the

member ship to achieve that goal.

Mr. "WThKINSON (United States of America): Madam President, I would be

very gra teful if you would call en Mr. Uherbelau to give the third part of the

United States statement.

The" PRl!B mENT (in terpreta tion from French): I call on Mr. Uherbelau of

the Uni ted Sta tes "...lega tien.

Mr."UHERBEIAU (Special Representative): Madame President, it is my

privilege to cengratulate you en your ll'lanimous electien to preside over the

Council for the coming year. Our sincere apprecia Uon qoes to the outgoinq

President, Mr. John Birch of the United Kingdom, for his effective leadership

during the past year.

Please allow me to introduce the menbers of the official Palau deleqation:

the Hcnourable Minoru Ueki, Chairman of the OlbiU"Era"Kelulau Senate Foreign

Affairs Committee; delegate Hideo Tell, Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs

Committee; deleqate Alan Seid; Mr. Noriwo lbedei, Consultant to the Palau N3.ticnal

Congress; Mr. Pable Temol, Mministrative Officer of the Ministry of State; and

Mr. Steve Kanai, Representative of Palau, based in Washingtcn DC. I am

Victiorio Uherbelau, Presidential Legal Assistant and Director of the Bureau of

Foreign Affa irs. 'Ibqe ther, we br inq the COlncil warm qree tinqs from

President Etpiscn and the G:>vernment and people of Palau.

We wish at the outset to convey our sincere thanks to the COll'lcil for

dispatching the United Nations Visiting Mission to observe the 6 February 1990

plebisci te en the Compact of Free Associa tien. Although we would have liked a more
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Representa tivel

favourable result to the referendum, we take comfort in the Mission's ccnclusion

that

"the referendum was conducted freelY, fairlY and in accordance with the rules,

and that the results reflect the freely expressed wishes of the people of

Palau"• (T!1492; .para~ ·51)

As we reported to the Council last Year, the new leadership united in

supportinq the seventh Comp:ict Plebiscite and RPPL No. 3-1 was enacted establishinq

the Commission of Future Palau/United States Relations, which subsequently

neqotiated cnd siqned the Guam Accord on 26 May 1989 with a representative of the

United States Government. In spite of this developnent, however, the voters once

again failed to apprOlTe the Comp:ict by a constitutionally mandated 75-per-cent

voter apProval marqin, and the result was the lowest of all previous plebiscites,

and so was the turn-out.

The Council is familiar with other activities leadinq up to the

6 February 1990 pleb isci te, some of lAbich are amply cOlTered by the Visi Hng

Mission's report presented for review bY the Council today. It remains for us to

advise the Comcil that no definite national plan exists at this point with respect

to the resolution of Palau's fu ture pol itical sta tus. Meanwh ile, cer ta in Palauan

leaders endorse the holdinq of a cons ti tu tional-amendmen t referendum for the

purpose of lOl1ering the Comp:ict-approval-vote requirement to a simple majority

vote. Others are takinq a more cautious apprmch ald have petiticned the office of

the President for a rrnratorium on future plebiscites on the Compact in order to let

the natter cool off for a lAbile before deciding which directim to take next. The

leadership, however, is not idle but is reviewinq possible options in order to

recommend to the qeneral public which one to mdertake.
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(Mr. Uherbelau, Special
Re pr esen ta tive)

When we reported to this COLncU last year, we enumerated certain unfulfilled

obligations of the Mministerinq Authority which in our estimation would have

rendered the Republic more economically self-sufficient had they been fulfilled.

Some of these remain outstanding.
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Over the years the Trusteeship Counc il has heard strong criticism of the

United States administration of Palau. Much of this criticism has been justified.

In many years the Compact could have been viewed as an attempt to compensate for

the failings of the United States trusteeship. And it is beyond question that the

United States obligations in this regard will continue in full force and effect

until a new political status is implemented. It is hoped that until it is we can,

jointly with the United States, work out a via ble and sustainable economic

development that will free us, Palauans, from the strangulation of economic

dependence and the welfare state that has been created. Only then can we have a

real, free act of self-determination regarding our future status.

Our economy still su rvives la rgely on an annual cash infusion from the United

States Government, although there is some reason to be optimistic about economic

development. However, lack of strong infrastructure, particularly on our largest

island, Babelthuap, has prevented our full economic potential from being realized.

It is again beyond question that we shall need substantial assistance to put

necessary infrastructures in place, and we anticipate that this will flow from the

United States trusteeship and whatever subsequent relationship is entered into.

Our hope is that the United States will honour and fulfil its trusteeship

responsibilities, whether or not the Compact is implemented.

On a positive note, we are glad to report that the construction of the modern

hospital and health facility is progressing on schedule. The Administering

Authority has provided the sum of $16 million towards the first and second phases

of the project. The hospital, however, requires an additional $8.8 million for its

completion. We wish to have the entire amount appropriated in the coming fiscal

year, and we have requested this from the Administering Authority.
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It is gratifying to lea m also that the Department of the Interior has

included in its appropriation budget request the sum of $1.5 million for special

programmes in Palau, a sum which was authorized in United States Public

Law 101-219. This legislation authorized the, implementation of the Palau Compact

pending its approval by Palau according to its constitutional process.

Despite the fact that the Palau Compact has rot been implemented, the

Administering Authority recognizes the Republic's special needs, and thus has

requested the United States Congress to provide funds for the construction of a new

gaol facility, drug enforcement assistance and rehabilitation programmes and

assistance for a Special Prosecutor's Office and for a Public Auditor's Office.

Just two weeks ago Palau presented a joint budget statement of the Palau

leadership to the United States Congress requesting a grand total of $89.2 million

for other much-needed capital infrastructure projects. They range from Babelthuap

road developnent and electric power distribltion and transmission to expansion and

improvement of the Koror sewage treatment plant, as well as electric power and

water improvements for 9utlying islands, including an efficient telecommunications

system. Again, these are basic capital improvements needed for Palau's economic

development and self-sufficiency, and should not be held contingent on Palau's

approval of the Compact.

While nuch remains to be done in the field of economic developnent, we are

happy to report that, with additional funding from departure and hotel room taxes,

the Palau Visitors Authority has launched ambitious programmes for the promotion

and development of the tourism industry. Currently the Republic has 10 hotels,

with a total of 355 available hotel rooms. Our tourism industry, however, cannot

reach its highest potential without much-needed infrastructures.
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The 1989 statistics indicate that 19,383 tourists visited Pa1au, compared with

16,450 in 1988. Because of its geographical proximity, Japan provides about

60 per cent of the visitors, followed by the united States, with 22 per cent, with

Europe and Asian countries other than Japan naking up 10 per cent. With the

inauguration of direct flights between Guam and Sydney last April, the number of

tourists from Australia increased sevenfold in 1989.

The Republic has also seen improvements in its fisheries industry,

particularly in the exploitation of the fisheries resources within its 200-mi1e

exclusive economic zone. Having ratified the Multilateral Fisheries Treaty between

the United States and 16 Pacific island countries in November 1987, Pa1au has

benefited from its proportionate share of the Treaty funds, both in cash payments

and in technical assistance, worth more than $200,000 annually.

The Republic also has a fisheries acce ss agreement with four Japanese

fisheries associations, under which the Republic is paid a fishing fee of

approximately $500,000 for licensing up to 290 Japane9! fishing vessels to fish in

its waters. With the recent completion of a cold-storage facility and a

b1ock-ice-making plant by the Pa1au Marine Industrial Corporation (PMIC), the

Republic now has two locallY-based fisheries operations employing long1ine and pole

and line boats from Taiwan. Pa1au International Traders Incorporated (PITI) has

been in operation locally for the past five years, and its fishing agreement is up

for extension or renewal.

Furthermore, the Republic of Pa1au has actively participated in and benefited

from regional programmes and activities of the Honiara-based Forum Fisheries Agency

in co-ordinated regional co-operation for the nanagement, conservation and
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exploitation of tuna and other highly migratory fish. Most notable in this

co-operation were the conclusion and signing in Wellington, New Zealand, last

November of the Convention for the Prohibition of Drift Net Fishing in the South

Pacific Region, and we note with deep appreciation the action of the United Nations

General Assembly in this regard. The Q:>nvention is now before the Olbiil Era

Kelulau, the Palauan National Congress, for legislative approval.
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Before clcsing, we should like to express another concern of Palauans, as well

as of all Pacific islanders: the United States plan to dispOse of an estimated

500 tons of chemical weaponry, includinq deadly nerve gases, on Johnston Islcnds in

the central Pacific. We firmly suppOrt the formal protest of the Q>vernment of the

Federated States of Micronesia against that weapons-dispcsal plan, as well as the

objections of other Pacific Island nations.

The foregoing highlights some of the major events and developments which have

taken place in Palau during the year mder review. On behalf of the Palau

delegation, I thank you, Madam President, and members of the Trusteeship Council

for giving us the oPPortunity to speak before you today.

The" PRES !DENT (interpreta tion from French): Are there any other speakers

on this item of this morning's agenda?

If there are no further speakers, the Council will continue consideration of

th is item at its ne xt mee tinq, th is afternoon.

RER>RTOF THE UNITED NATIONS VISITING MISSION 'ID OBSERVE THE PLEBISCITE IN PAIAU,
'!RUST TERRI'IORY OF THE mCIFIC ISLANDS, FEBRUARY 1990 (T/1942)

The PRES !DENT (interpreta tion from French): The Council will new

commence its consi dera tion of item 6 of its agenda, the report of the Uni ted

Nations Visiting Mission to Observe the Plebiscite in Palau, document T/1942.

I call 01 the Vice-Chairman of theVisitinq Mission, Mr. Stephen Smith, of the

United Kinqdom, to introduce that repOrt.

Mr. SttlITH (United Kingdom): Ambassador Louis Antiques of France, the

Chairman of last Februarv's United Nations Visiting MissiO'l to Palau, is

unfortunately unable to be present in New York for the current session of the

Tr us teeship Comc it. I there fore have the honour, as Vi ce-Cha irman of the Visi ting

Mission, to introduce the Mission's repOrt, which members of the Council will find

before them in the Cbcument just mentioned.
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~mbers will reca 11 that, following an invitation from the Government of Palau

to the Trusteeship Council to send such a mission, the Council met on 8 January

this year and adopted resolution 2192 (S-XX), by wh ich it authorized the dispa tch

of a mission to Palau to observe the 6 February plebiscite, specifically the

polling arrangements, the casting of votes, the closure of voting, the counting of

ballots and the declaration of results. The Council also requested the Mission to

report to it as soon as practicable.

The Mission was made up of five members, from China, Fiji, France, Papua New

Guinea and the United Kingdom, accompanied by four members of the united Nations

Secretariat and escorted by two representatives of the Administering Authority. It

visited Palau from 31 January to 10 February of this year. Details of the

Mission's itinerary and activities in Palau are contained in its report. When we

come to discuss the report in detail, I shall, of course, be ready to answer any

specific questions that representatives may wish to raise. For the IlOment, I shall

limit myself to a brief summary of the main points of the Mi~ ~ion's report.

As the report ma kes clear, the Mission was present in Palau for a number of

days prior to the referendum. During that time it was able to carry out an

extensive programmes of visits and Plblic and private meetings throughout the

Palauan islands. The Mission heard a wide range of views on the conduct of the

political education programme and of the political campaign, which it took into

account in preparing its report. It also observed the final stages of the campaign.

The Mission concluded that there was no evidence that the political education

programme had been conducted in other than a fair and unbiased manner, in

accordance with the relevant Palauan law. It also concluded that the political

campaign was extremely low-key, peaceful and restrained. Both opponents and
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proponents of the Compact of Free Association had access to the nedia cnd b::> public

platforms. There was no evidence of political tension or of attempts at coercion

or in timidaticn. The people of Palau clearly tnderstood the issues on which they

were asked to decide and were able to eXPress their views freely at the ballot-box.

On poll inq day i ts el f the Miss ion d ivi ded in to five tea ms in order to obs erve

the voting process at as many pollinq stations as possible. In the Mission's view,

the poll WC5 conducted in full accordance wi th the rules ald requla tions of the

plebiscite. The Mission saw no evidence of malpractice or of improoer attempts to

influence voters, who were able to cast their votes in secrecy.

Members of the Mission were also present throuqhout the oounting and

tabulation of votes, trbich were carried out openly ald in a nethodical ald

scrupulous manner.

The Mission is therefore satisfied that the referendum was conducted freely,

fairly cnd in accordance with the rules and that the results reflect the freely

expressed wishes of the people of Palau.

In conclusion, I should like once again to express the Mission's deep

appreciation for the full oo-operation it received at all time; from the Government

of Palau and from the Administering Authority. I should like also to thank those

representatives of States trbich are not members of the Trusteeship COtncil for

their participation in the Mission.

Lastly, I should like to express our appreciation to the members of the

Secretar iat trbo accompanied the Miss ion for their invaluable ald expert

con tr ib ution to our task.

The meetinq rOSe at 12.. 10 p.m.


