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Seventy-third session

Second Committee

Agenda item 20 (a)

Sustainable development: implementation of Agenda 21, the
Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21
and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development and of the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote
d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Eswatini,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States
of), Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar,
Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan,
Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
Solomon Islands, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkmenistan,
Tuvalu, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen,
Zambia and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Midterm comprehensive review of the implementation of the
International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable
Development”, 2018-2028

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 71/222 of 21 December 2016, by which it proclaimed
the period from 2018 to 2028 the International Decade for Action, “Water for
Sustainable Development”,

18-17667 ﬁ 251018 Please myclc@ oy
| AT O


https://undocs.org/A/RES/71/222

AIC.2[73/L.24

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions 1980/67 of 25 July
1980 on international years and anniversaries and 1989/84 of 24 May 1989 on
guidelines for international decades in economic and social fields and General
Assembly resolutions 53/199 of 15 December 1998 and 61/185 of 20 December 2006
on the proclamation of international years,

Reaffirming the sustainable development goals and targets related to water
resources, including those contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development,! and determined to achieve the goal of ensuring the availability and
sustainable management of water and sanitation for all and other related goals and
targets,

Reaffirming also its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled
“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which
it adopted a comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and
transformative Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to
working tirelessly for the full implementation of the Agenda by 2030, its recognition
that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme po verty,
is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable
development, its commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three
dimensions — economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated
manner, and to building upon the achievements of the Millennium Development
Goals and seeking to address their unfinished business,

Reaffirming further that the high-level political forum on sustainable
development, convened under the auspices of the General Assembly and the
Economic and Social Council, has a central role in overseeing the follow-up and
review of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda at the global level,

Recognizing synergies between the 2030 Agenda, the Addis Ababa Action
Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development,? the
Paris Agreement adopted under the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change® and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030,*

Taking note of the report of the High-level Panel on Water established by the
Secretary-General and the President of the World Bank,

Taking note also of the Final Declaration, Co-Chairs’ summary and Call for
Action and Partnership of the High-level International Conference on the
International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018—-2028,
convened jointly by the Government of Tajikistan and the United Nations in
Dushanbe from 20 to 22 June 2018,

Noting the outcomes and the Ministerial Declaration of the eighth World Water
Forum, held in Brasilia from 18 to 23 March 2018,

1.  Welcomes the United Nations Secretary-General’s Plan: Water Action
Decade 2018-2028, launched during the high-level event of the seventy-second
session of the General Assembly held at the initiative of the President of the General
Assembly on 22 March 2018, World Water Day;

2. Also welcomes the activities related to water undertaken by Member
States, the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat and
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1 Resolution 70/1.

2 Resolution 69/313, annex.

3 See FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1, decision 1/CP.21, annex.
4 Resolution 69/283, annex II.
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UN-Water, as well as contributions from major groups, for the observance and
implementation of the Decade;

3. Reaffirms its decision, in accordance with its resolution 71/222 on the
International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018—2028,
to review the implementation of the Decade at its seventy-seventh session;

4. Decides to convene a United Nations conference on the midterm
comprehensive review of the implementation of the Decade in New York from 22 to
24 March 2023, coinciding with World Water Day;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, with the support of UN-Water, the
specialized agencies, the regional commissions and other entities of the United
Nations system, to prepare a report to assess the progress made in the implementation
of the first half of the Decade, including the United Nations Secretary-General’s Plan:
Water Action Decade 2018-2028, share best practices and lessons learned, identify
obstacles and constraints encountered, as well as actions and initiatives needed to
overcome them during the second half of the Decade, as appropriate, and serve as an
input to the high-level political forum on sustainable development;

6.  Decides that the comprehensive midterm review shall be preceded by
regional preparatory meetings and that all costs relating to the review and its
preparation shall be financed through voluntary contributions, and in this connection
requests the Secretary-General to coordinate the preparatory process and to invite all
relevant organizations of the United Nations system, including the regional
commissions and other organizations, within their respective mandates, to provide
support to the review process;

7.  Encourages Member States, relevant United Nations bodies, the
specialized agencies, the regional commissions and other organizations of the United
Nations system, as well as other relevant partners, including the private sector, to
contribute to the review and implementation of the Decade, including capacity-
building for implementation, in order to support the implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development;!

8.  Reiterates the critical importance of effective review at the national,
regional and international levels, and in this regard invites Governments,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, financial institutions, private
sector and other relevant stakeholders, and donors to contribute to the voluntary trust
fund for the purpose of assisting developing countries in participating fully and
effectively in the review and implementation of the Decade;

9.  Requests the President of the General Assembly to appoint at its seventy-
fifth session two co-facilitators, one from a developing country and one from a
developed country, to oversee the preparatory process and to prepare the summary of
the Conference;

10. Decides to finalize the arrangements of the review during its seventy-fifth
session, taking into account the process of follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda
at the global level after the first cycle of the high-level political forum on sustainable
development;

11. Invites the Secretary-General, with the support of UN-Water, to continue
taking appropriate steps, within existing resources, to support and organize the
activities of the Decade at the global, regional and country levels, taking into account
the work of the high-level political forum on sustainable development and other
relevant United Nations structures, and to support those Member States with a lack
of capacity, at their request, for the implementation of the Decade;
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12.  Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its
seventy-fifth session on the implementation of the present resolution, as well as on
the activities planned by Member States, the Secretary-General and other relevant
organizations of the United Nations system for the implementation and review of the
Decade.
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