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The neeting was called to order at 3.50 p. m

COMVEMORATI ON OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL YEAR OF THE WORLDS | NDI GENOUS PEOPLE
(agenda item 28) (continued)

1. M. GARRETON (Chile), speaking on behalf of the Goup of Latin American
and Cari bbean countries, said that the inauguration of the International Year
of the Wirld's Indigenous People on 10 Decenber 1992 had marked the begi nni ng
of the process of repaying an historic debt owed to the indi genous peopl es of
the world. The vast scope of the Year included historical, ethical, social
econom c, legal and political aspects and its aimwas to end centuries of
oppression and nargi nal i zation and synbolize a new partnership in which

pat ernal i smwas repl aced by understandi ng and cooperation

2. The Group of Latin American and Cari bbean countries had asked for the
current itemto be included in the agenda because they understood the
contribution to devel opnent that could be made by pluralismand ethnic and
cultural diversity, and were seeking to pronote respect and recognition for
the rights and the spiritual and cul tural values of indigenous people, in
order to gain a greater understanding of their own history. They also saw the
Year as marking a new era in which special inmportance would be given to the
human rights of all poor and nmargi nalized peoples. |In that regard, he

wel coned the decision to hold the World Summit for Social Devel opnent, which
shoul d al so accord due weight to the concerns of indi genous peopl es.

3. The Year should also give rise to a conmitnent by the Conmmi ssion and the
i nternational comrunity to bring indigenous peoples into the decision-nmaking
process and enable themto enjoy their civil, political, economc, social and
cultural rights. It should also see increased respect for the harnoni ous and
spiritual relationship enjoyed by indigenous peoples with the earth, nature
and the environnent.

4, Furthernore, the devel opnment nodel s adopted by Governnents shoul d respect
the priorities set by indigenous peopl es thensel ves and avoi d underni ni ng
their traditional sciences, techniques and practices. The concept of

di versity should also be given full weight in the design, inplenentation and
eval uati on of devel opment projects and programes by United Nati ons agenci es,

t hrough cl ose coordi nati on between Governnents and indi genous communities so
as to avoid inmposing scientific and technical nodels contrary to their
interests. It was also inmportant for indigenous peoples to have a say in the
deci sions affecting themthat were taken by international financing
institutions.

5. Covernnments were required to step up their financial commitnent to
hel pi ng i ndi genous peopl es and, while recogni zing the problens faced by the
countries of the South in that respect, he felt that new forns of technica
cooper ati on anmong devel opi ng countries could help bring to fruition nmany of
the projects already drawn up by indigenous conmmunities. To that end, the
Latin Anerican and Cari bbean countries had set up a special fund for the
devel opnent of indigenous peoples in their region

6. At the recent regional preparatory conference for the Wrld Conference on
Human R ghts, the CGovernnents of the countries of his region had recognized
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the contribution nade by indi genous peoples to their societies and reiterated
their commitnment to the economc, social and cultural devel opnent of those
conmunities, as part of a new partnership, so as to ensure their human rights
and fundanmental freedons, grant themcultural recognition, and fight extrene
poverty.

7. M. NASSERI (Islamic Republic of Iran), speaking on behalf of the G oup
of Asian countries, said that indigenous peoples in different parts of the
worl d faced comon probl ens, such as the gradual disappearance of their

| anguages and cultures, the loss of the I and which constituted their
livelihood and their lack of political influence over the decisions affecting
them |In sonme countries, they had suffered neglect, exploitation, prejudice,
raci sm poverty and misery and had been deprived of health, housing,
education, enploynent and wel fare. The Asian G oup wel coned the proclanmation
of the International Year of the Wrld' s Indigenous People as an opportunity
to pronote a greater understanding of the rich cultures and ways of |ife of

i ndi genous peopl es, thereby encouraging the tol erance of different val ues

whi ch was essential for avoiding conflict in the world.

8. He wel coned the val uabl e work acconplished by the Wrking G oup on

I ndi genous Popul ations in devel opi ng standards for the rights of indigenous
peopl es, particularly by the preparation of the draft universal declaration of
i ndi genous rights which would, he hoped, nake a significant contribution to

i mproving the situation of indigenous peoples across the gl obe.

9. However, nore consideration should be given to the | egal definition of

i ndi genous peoples in order to avoid potential confusion. As understood in

t he Conmission, the termapplied only to specific popul ations and communities
with clear historical and cultural backgrounds and coul d not be used for
mnorities, tribes or any other sinilar group.

10. The United Nations Conference on Environment and Devel opment (UNCED) had
adopted a consensus text recogni zing the inportant role played by indi genous
peopl e in environmental managenent and devel oprment, because of their know edge
and traditional practices, and recommendi ng that United Nations agenci es and
Governnents shoul d devi se mechani snms for indigenous participation in

deci si on- naki ng on those natters.

11. The Asian G oup supported the programe of activities for the Year and
its main objectives, nanely to encourage international cooperation between
States and intergovernmental institutions, increase the participation of

i ndi genous popul ations in the planning, inplenmentation and eval uati on of
projects and policies that concerned them and pronote public awareness of

i ndi genous people. He urged Governnments and United Nations bodies to
participate actively in the Year to ensure that it produced a real inmpact on
t he popul ati ons concer ned.

12. M. NANJI RA (Kenya), speaking on behalf of the Goup of African
countries, called for full inplenmentation of Sub-Comi ssion resolution 1992/ 34
and of General Assenbly resolution 46/128 proclaimng the International Year
of the World's Indigenous People. The Goup expressed total solidarity with

i ndi genous peoples all over the world and called for their involvenent in the
deci si on- maki ng process at national, subregional, regional and internationa
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levels on all questions relating to the Year. It also recognized the

i mportance of the cultural and famly val ues of indigenous peoples and call ed
for universal respect for those values and for the way of life of all

i ndi genous peopl es.

13. M. SENE (Cbserver for Senegal) said that the International Year of the
Wirld's I ndigenous Peopl e was of great significance for Africa because it was,
to some extent, a response to the previous year's cel ebrations of the

five hundredth anniversary of the discovery of America in 1492, which had

mar ked t he begi nning of the suffering of the Amerindian popul ati ons there and
of the black African slave trade.

14. The Year should mark the begi nning of a new era, a period of historic
transition following the end of the cold war and the search for a new world
order. The purpose of the Year should be to convince world opinion of the
justice of the cause of indigenous peoples. He conmended the val uabl e work
done by the United Nations in pronoting and protecting the human rights of

i ndi genous popul ations, reconmended that the human rights treaty bodies shoul d
focus on the question and urged States to encourage denocracy and politica
pluralism to the benefit of their indigenous popul ations. The bl ack
popul ati on of South Africa constituted an exanpl e of an indi genous peopl e
whi ch needed help in its struggle against the white mnority to dismantle
apartheid and establish a new non-racial and denocratic constitution.

15. There nust be a genui ne partnership established to allow indi genous
people to participate fully in the denocratic life of the nations in which
they lived. The Year should thus be a point of departure for genuine projects
to i nprove the econonic, social and cultural devel opnent of i ndi genous
popul ati ons and i nprove the managenent of natural resources, enabling

i ndi genous conmunities to naintain their historical continuity and preserve
their cultural and environmental way of life. Encounters could be organized
bet ween i ndi genous popul ati ons to enable themto exchange experiences in those
ar eas.

16. The representatives of the indigenous popul ati ons had voiced their views
on the future of the planet at UNCED and it was to be hoped that they would
make an equally valid contribution to the forthconmi ng Wrld Conference on
Human Ri ghts.

17. M. ROV (Russian Federation) said that, by focusing its attention on
the needs and aspirations of indigenous peoples and providing themwith

assi stance, the world comunity was denonstrating its support of the
principles contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that all
human bei ngs were born free and equal in dignity and rights and shoul d act
towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

18. The call for a new partnership contained in the resolution adopted by the
Ceneral Assenbly on the International Year of the Wrld' s |Indigenous Peopl e
was to be understood in the context of the need for conprehensive

strengt heni ng and i nprovenent of international cooperation in resolving the
serious problens facing those people in various aspects of their lives,
including the area of human rights. His delegation attached great inportance
to the preparation of the draft universal declaration of indigenous rights, in
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view of the lack of |egal provisions concerning the problens faced by the
peopl es concerned, a situation that had a negative inpact on the effectiveness
of the actions taken by the international conmunity.

19. A careful exam nation of the problens at the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts, together with the adoption of specific decisions, would constitute
anot her inportant conponent of the efforts of the international community to
ensure and protect the rights of indigenous peoples.

20. One of the nost conplicated problens facing his Governnent, inherited
fromthe recent past, was the situation of the indigenous people of Russia.
I gnorance of their daily concerns, needs and aspirations and a fornal
bureaucratic approach to questions connected with their traditional way of
life had led to a difficult and tragic situation, sone of them being on the
brink of extinction.

21. H s Governnment was adopting firm and decisive nmeasures to deal with the
guestion and to give the country's indigenous people hope for the future. It
consequently wel conmed the commrenoration of the International Year of the
Wirld's I ndigenous People and, despite the difficulties and deprivation the
country was facing, had found ways and neans of inproving the situation of the
i ndi genous popul ation during the Year. Thus, a decision by the President of
the Federation had established a national conmittee to organi ze the
conmenor ati on of the Year and a conprehensive plan of practical measures had
been adopted ai ned at resolving the problens facing the indi genous communities
in such areas as human rights, the environnment, education and public health.
The views of the indigenous peopl es thensel ves had been taken into

consi deration in devel opi ng those neasures.

22. In conclusion, he said that the world shoul d take advantage of the
experience of the indigenous people and establish an ongoing partnership with
themwith a viewto resolving the ecol ogi cal and ot her problens facing

manki nd.

23. M. GASPAR (Cbserver for Slovakia), speaking also on behalf of the

del egations of the Czech Republic and Pol and, said that, despite the progress
made over the past 40 years, nuch renmained to be done with regard to the
protection of the rights of indigenous peoples, especially in the field of
standard-setting and of inplenentation at the national and internationa
levels. In that connection, the del egations he represented wel coned the

I ndi genous and Tri bal Peopl es' Convention (No. 169) adopted by the

I nternational Labour Organisation in 1989 and hoped that it woul d soon be
ratified by a large nunber of States. They also supported the work of the
Sub- Commi ssion and its Wrking G oup on | ndigenous Popul ations to prepare a
draft universal declaration of indigenous rights.

24, Greater efforts were required on the part of all human rights bodies to
pronote the rights of indigenous peoples through an integrated approach,
enphasi zing the principle of the indivisibility and interdependence of al
human rights for both individuals and communities. That approach, which was
gai ning ground in United Nations devel opnent programes, should be further

st rengt hened t hrough assessnent of the economnic, social and environnental
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i mpacts of such programmes, so as to end the forced devel opnent of indi genous
peopl es and enhance their physical, cultural and spiritual existence.

25. The international community should realize that inproving the situation
of indi genous peoples also served to prevent potential conflicts. In that
cont ext, encouragenent should be given for effective participation by

i ndi genous peoples in the decisions directly affecting them

26. Ms. VENSLEY (Australia), after referring to the statement nade by the
Prime Mnister of Australia on the occasion of the launching of the
International Year for the Wrld's Indigenous People, said that a w de range
of activities in her country would pronote a new partnership between
aboriginal and Torres Strait |slander peoples and the broader Australian
conmunity on the basis of inmproved know edge and understandi ng. Internationa
conferences and nmedi a pronotion were al so being organi zed to enhance
Austral i an awareness of the situation of indigenous peoples in other
countries.

27. Activities to enhance the econonic, social and cultural situation of
aboriginal and Torres Strait |slander peoples would be carried out through
governnent policies and programes. The Governnent was using consultative
forums to naxi m ze opportunities for aboriginal and Torres Strait |slander
peopl es, non-governnental organizations and community-based individuals to
contribute to the achi evenent of Australia's national objectives during the
Year. Her Governnent was al so supporting the United Nations efforts in that
field through its contribution to the United Nati ons Voluntary Fund for

I ndi genous Popul ati ons.

28. The International Year must focus attention on the situation of

i ndi genous peopl es throughout the world and accel erate the inplenentation of
nmeasures to neet their legitimte needs and aspirations at both the

i nternational and national levels. At the end of the Year, the United Nations
nmust eval uate, in conjunction with indigenous representatives, the results of
the country activities undertaken, since the true success of the year could be
neasured only in terns of effective action for the |long-terminprovenent of
the Iives of indigenous peopl es everywhere.

29. Ms. PARK (Canada), recalling that her del egation had had the honour of

i ntroduci ng the conmenorative resolution for the International Year in the
Ceneral Assenbly, said that Canada had participated actively in launching the
Year and many of the international events that had preceded it. |In addition,
a nunber of comenvorative activities were taking place donestically.

30. Over the years, her Governnent had been engaged in a dial ogue to define
further the rights of aboriginal people and to develop the neans for their
protection. The depth of its conmitnent to forming new partnerships with

t hose peopl e had never been nore clearly denonstrated than during its recent
efforts to amend the country's Constitution. Unfortunately, however, through
a referendum the Canadi ans - including nost aboriginal Canadians - had

deci ded that the proposed constitutional change was not acceptable. |In the
ci rcunst ances, no constitutional change was possible in the i mediate future
but her Governnent remained strongly committed to making significant progress
in other ways, with particular reference to aboriginal self-government.
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31. Sone two years previously, it had renewed its comitnent to creating a
new rel ati onshi p between aborigi nal and non-abori gi nal Canadi ans by announci ng
a "Native Agenda". Significant progress had been nade towards achieving its
four goals: accelerated settlenment of |and clains, enhanced social and
econoni ¢ conditions on reserves, inproved rel ationshi ps between aborigi na
groups and governnents, and addressing the concerns of aboriginal peoples in
contenporary Canadian life. Moreover, a Royal Conmi ssion on Aborigina

Peopl es had, in 1992, begun to exam ne the economic, social and cultura
situation of those peoples in Canada.

32. The Government appreciated the work of the specialized agencies in the
area of indigenous rights and noted, in particular, the International Labour
O gani sation's recent semnar, which had enabled the representatives of

i ndi genous groups to neet representatives of the main elenments of the
United Nations devel opment system

33. M. SCH FTER (United States of America) said that devel opnents in trave
and comuni cations and other factors had brought cultures into closer contact,
in many cases resulting in cultural clashes which were inevitably tragic for

t he indi genous peoples. It was therefore necessary to focus on practica
solutions and policies that Governments could adopt to hel p i ndi genous peopl es
protect their cultural heritage and, to the extent that they w shed, obtain

t he econoni c and social benefits a neighbouring culture mght offer. There
were no easy answers and much careful consideration was needed. |In that
connection, he commended the val uabl e work done by the United Nations system
particularly the Wrking Goup on Indi genous Popul ati ons.

34. M. RATA (Observer for New Zeal and) said that his del egati on had

ent husi astically supported the idea of holding an International Year for the
Worl d's I ndigenous People since its very inception and had played an active
part in its preparation. H's Governnent had also contributed to the

United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous People. That was hardly
surprising, since New Zeal and was a country founded on a conpact between two
races - the Treaty of Waitangi. Inplenmentation of the partnership principles
i ncorporated in that Treaty had not been easy and nuch still renained to be
done. However, in the context of the Treaty, an historic agreenent on
fisheries had been reached between the Governnment and the indi genous Maori
peopl e, denonstrating the willingness of both sides to participate in a
process of dial ogue | eading to change and a commitnent on the part of the
Governnent to right past wongs.

35. Commenor ati on of the International Year was being given a donestic
di mrension. A national conmttee, conprising representatives of the
authorities, Maori representatives and one representative fromthe

non- gover nnent al organi zati on community had been set up for the purpose.
Non- governnental activity was an inportant el enment in underpinning the
successful celebration of the Year fromthe standpoint of both indi genous
peopl es and Gover nnents.

36. H s Governnent was working both internationally and domestically to
ensure that the principles of equitable partnership of the International Year
were further inplemented and | ooked forward, in that connection, to studying
in detail the draft universal declaration of indigenous rights.
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37. M. SALANDER (Cbserver for Sweden), speaking on behal f of the del egations
of Denmark, Finland, |Iceland and Norway as well as his own, said that the
International Year for the Wrld' s Indigenous People was the starting point
for new action with a view to pronoting awareness about indi genous people and
finding solutions to the problens they faced. It was essential to strengthen
nati onal and international cooperation wi th indi genous peopl es throughout the
world. In that context, the United Nations Voluntary Fund for I|ndigenous
Peopl e was an inportant tool. The CGovernnents of the Nordic countries which
had made substantial contributions to the Fund, thus urged all Governnents to
contribute to it so that the indigenous peoples could thensel ves participate
in the activities of the International Year

38. The Governments of the Nordic countries paid special attention to
programmes in the educational, health and environnental fields. An inportant
task for themduring the International Year was that of educating the genera
public about the culture of the Saami and encouragi ng an exchange of

i nfornmati on between the Saami in the Nordic region. To that end, they had
est abl i shed comittees, composed of Saam representatives and representatives
fromrel evant mnistries, which were preparing programes in various fields.

39. The participants in the United Nations seminar on the situation of

i ndi genous popul ations, held in Geenland in Septenber 1991, had been able to
see how the Eskinobs and the Dani sh Governnment had devel oped a cooperation

whi ch was appreciated by all the parties concerned.

40. The Governments of the Nordic countries remained strongly committed to
the goals of the International Year and to the pronotion of the human rights
of the world's indigenous people.

41, The CHAI RVAN said that the Conm ssion had concluded its consideration of
agenda item 28.

WORLD CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RI GHTS (agenda item 25) (conti nued)

42. M. GARRETON (Chile) said that, at the Comission's forty-eighth session
hi s del egati on had stressed four issues which it considered to be of great

i mportance, nanely, the close relationship between denocracy, devel opment and
human rights, the need for inprovenent in the machinery for nonitoring respect
for human rights, the rights of the indigenous peoples, and probl ens
concerning the adnministration of justice. Al of those issues were affected
by a di sturbing approach adopted in the preparations for the Wrld Conference
on Human Rights, which, if not corrected, might nean that the Conference would
be unable to achieve its fundamental objectives. The concept of human rights
was apparently being "State-centred" rather than "person-centred", although
the history of human rights was primarily a struggle by individuals and
peopl es to obtain freedons which had been denied themby States. The British
colonies in North Anerica and the French revol utionaries had both demanded
freedons deni ed them by sovereigns. The texts which they had produced focused
on the "individual -State" relationship rather than on the "indi vidual -

i ndividual" relationship and recogni zed that States m ght thensel ves conmit
abuses.
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43. Wil e the concepts of universality and interdependence were recogni zed by
t he Conmi ssion, the sane did not appear true in the case of solidarity.

Menbers of the Comm ssion frequently referred to "non-interference",
"non-selectivity" and "non-discrimnation", etc., all of which were
State-centred concepts. Hi s delegation did not support unlawful interference
policies on the pretext of human rights violations, rejected discrimnation
and depl ored undue political use of human rights matters, but it did not agree
that any of the State-centred concepts permitted evasion of internationa
scrutiny of human rights violations.

44, The State-centred approach could al so be observed in the concept which
many del egations had of the right of peoples to self-deternination. Many of
their statenents appeared to inply that self-determnati on bel onged to
CGovernnments and that it rendered them sovereign in their treatnent of their
subjects. Nothing could be further fromthe truth: the Internationa
Covenants on Hunman Rights made it quite clear that it was peoples that
possessed the inalienable right of self-determ nation

45, The State-centred approach seened to underlie the agenda of the
Conference, as illustrated by the restrictions on the participation of

non- gover nment al organi zations. |f such an approach - rather than that of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights - was adopted in Vienna, the hopes that
peopl es placed in the Conference would be dooned to frustration. He thus
appealed to all participants to do everything in their power to ensure that
the Conference reflected the spirit of the classical human rights texts and

pl aced the human being at the centre of its work

46. M. BLACKWELL (United States of Anerica) said that his Governnment fully
supported the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts, since buil ding denocracy and
pronoting fundanental rights and freedons were twin goals of its foreign
policy. At the end of the Conference, however, participants would have to ask
t hensel ves what they had acconplished for the people of the world, especially
those suffering frominfringement of their human rights and fundanent al
freedons. |If the answer to that question was to be a positive one, the
Conference woul d have to strengthen the institution with a mandate to advance
t he cause of human rights around the world, nanely, the Centre for Human

Ri ght s.

47. The Centre was notoriously understaffed and underfunded. The Assistant
Secretary- General was an outstanding | eader, but there was little he could
acconpl i sh without the necessary resources. The one per cent of the

United Nations budget allocated to the Centre was clearly not enough for it to
carry out the many tasks it had been asked to undertake or to make the
fundarment al inpact that the Comm ssion wi shed to see.

48. Budget s coul d not be expected to increase which neant that, if the Centre
was to obtain increased funding, the noney nust be found el sewhere in the
United Nations system There was a need to identify waste and inefficiency,

in both the Centre for Human Ri ghts and el sewhere. Hard choices had to be
made anong deserving programes and priorities established and expenditures

t hroughout the United Nations system exanined with a viewto identifying funds
whi ch could be reallocated to support the Centre's new and exi sting

pr ogr amres.
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49, Many countries had approached the Centre for funding for advisory
services and technical assistance in the field of human rights. Because of a
| ack of resources, adequate progranmes could not always be funded, a situation
t hat was unaccept abl e and nust be changed. There was a great deal to be done.
He was not referring to punitive action or sanctions against violators but to
vol untary programes to assist Governnents that needed help and requested it.

50. The pronotion and encouragenent of human rights and fundanmental freedons
appeared in Article 1, paragraph 3, of the United Nations Charter. That goa
had t hus been one of the key objectives of the founding fathers, and stil

remai ned a nmaj or objective of the United Nations.

51. In recent years, one of the nost serious causes of hunan rights

vi ol ati ons had been conflicts stemming fromdifferences in ethnicity, race,
religion or |anguage, and the Conference shoul d address the question of how
such conflicts could be resolved or prevented. |In the past, the internationa
conmunity had attenpted to nmediate in conflicts between nations and it could
also nmediate in conflicts within a country. The Centre for Human Ri ghts coul d
draw up a roster of persons with appropriate nediating skills and, when
problem situations arose, it could, on request, ask such persons to assist the
parties to the conflict or potential conflict to conme together to discuss
their problens in order to find solutions.

52. There were Governnents that violated human rights as a matter of policy
but there were others under which violations took place because the forces
responsi ble for the mai ntenance of |aw and order and the admi nistration of
justice needed additional training or assistance. The Centre was already

pl ayi ng a commendabl e rol e in devel opi ng progranmes to assist such
Covernments, but nuch nore needed to be done, and broader and nore effective
programes shoul d be devel oped and i npl enent ed.

53. The great contribution of the Conmission in its earliest years had been
in pronoting international recognition of human rights principles or
standard-setting. That had been largely successful and the notion that
summary execution, torture and arbitrary deprivation of liberty were
unacceptabl e in sone societies but acceptable in others - an essentially
raci st idea - was increasingly outnoded. Experience had shown that societies
that respected the principles of the Declaration of Human Rights flourished,
whi l e those that flouted them stagnated

54. Those principles, however, were obviously not self-enforcing. To draw
attention to Governnents which were violating human rights, the Comm ssion had
i ncreasingly had recourse to country rapporteurs, but the drastic step of

nam ng a specific country could be avoi ded by using thenmatic rapporteurs
dealing with a specific group of human rights violations in a specific

geogr aphi cal setting. The Wrld Conference coul d nmake a val uabl e contri bution
by endorsing the work of the rapporteurs and by enhancing the scope of the
themati c rapporteurs.

55. M. 1TO (Japan) said that the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts shoul d
focus primarily on the inplementation of the existing international human
rights standards. It should be an action-oriented Conference, and produce a
set of concrete recomendati ons for inproving adherence to human rights
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instruments. It was gratifying that, despite nmuch difficulty, the agenda for
t he Conference had been agreed upon at the | ast session of the

Ceneral Assenbly. Wiile the views of States might differ, the experience of
the Preparatory Committee had shown that confrontation would not achi eve
results.

56. The Asian Regional Meeting would be an inportant forum for exchangi ng
vi ews anong the countries of the region, each of which had its distinctive
culture and individual experience. That distinctiveness should not, however
be used to underm ne the universality of human rights concepts and their
application.

57. The rel ati onshi p between devel opnent, human rights and denocracy woul d
undoubt edly be one of the nmain subjects addressed at the Wrld Conference.
VWi | e devel opnent could be a factor in the full realization of human rights,
it must be enphasized that there could be no sustainabl e devel opment wi t hout
human rights and denmocracy. Devel opnent rust therefore be such as to
contribute to respect for human rights and fundanmental freedonms. His

del egation had difficulty in accepting the right to devel opment as a human
right, since the beneficiaries of human rights were individuals not States,
but it hoped that the Conference would refrain froma |lengthy and sterile
debate on the issue.

58. The Centre for Human Rights was crucial to the efforts of the

United Nations systemto pronote human rights, but the Centre's resources were
severely restricted and ever-increasi ng demands were being nade upon it. The
Worl d Conference must issue a clear signal that the Centre needed to be better
equi pped to play its role. Hi s delegation hoped that the studies being rmade
by the Centre would be available well in advance of the Preparatory
Committee's fourth session

59. Lastly, he was pleased to informthe Conmi ssion that his Governnent
intended to nake a contribution of US$ 100,000 to the Voluntary Fund, subject
to parlianentary approval, so as to facilitate representati on of the |east
devel oped countries at the Wrld Conference.

60. Ms. DI FELICE (Venezuel a) said that the Wrld Conference provided a

uni que opportunity for an overview of the international human rights system
and the establishnent of guidelines for pronoting nore effective

i mpl enentati on of those rights. The preparatory process for the Conference
had reveal ed both the innate sensitivity of sonme of the issues involved and
the great interest shown in themby the States. It had al so highlighted the
usef ul ness of an objective and inpartial thenmatic approach to human rights.
Every effort nust be nade to ensure that the Conference fully corresponded to
t he aspirations and new chal |l enges which had called it into being.

61. The next session of the Preparatory Conmittee woul d be the decisive
exercise in reconciling views. 1In that regard, the contributions of the

non- gover nment al organi zati ons and the concl usi ons reached at the regiona
preparatory neetings woul d, no doubt, be extrenely useful. The Latin Anerican
and Cari bbean Regional Meeting had resulted in a declaration which shoul d
provi de val uabl e guidelines for the discussions at the Conference.
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62. As acknow edged in the provisional agenda for the Conference, particular
i mportance should be attached to the rel ationshi p between devel oprent,
denocracy and the universal enjoynent of all hunman rights, bearing in mnd the
fact that economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights were

i ndivisible and interrelated. The Conference shoul d al so make reconmendati ons
to enhance the effectiveness of United Nations human rights activities and
nmechani sns, including the Conmission, which, as the principal body in the
United Nations systemfor dealing with human rights, should be strengthened.

63. The Worl d Conference should be seen not as an end in itself but as a
nmeans of achieving a nore systenmatic, up-to-date and conprehensive approach to
human rights issues, within the wi der perspective of pronoting devel opment and
preserving international peace and security. G ven such an approach, the

Conf erence shoul d succeed in narrowi ng the gap between aspirations and
reality.

64. M. RODRI GO (Sri Lanka) said that the substantive work carried out during
the regi onal preparatory process for the Wrld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts, as
enbodied in the Tunis and San José Decl arations, and which woul d be

suppl enent ed by the concl usi ons and recomendati ons of the forthcom ng Asian
Regi onal Meeting in Bangkok, constituted valuable inputs to the Wrld
Conference on Human Rights. There had al so been significant inputs fromthe
United Nations and other international agencies and organi zati ons and from
non- gover nent al or gani zati ons.

65. Much of the preparatory work for the Conference having al ready been done,
attention was focused on its outcome. In his delegation's view, the

uni versal, objective and non-selective nature of human rights shoul d be

hi ghli ghted at the Conference as the basis for future internationa

consi deration of the subject. Recognition of the universal and indivisible
nature of human rights was not inconpatible with regional and nationa
practices and custonms. Its true nmeani ng was that undue enphasis shoul d not be
given to one category of rights over another. The interrelationship between
economnic, social, cultural, civil and political rights was borne out by the
fact that underdevel opnent constituted a major obstacle to the enjoynent of
human rights: accordingly, as foreseen in its agenda, reconmmendations
emanating fromthe Wrld Conference regardi ng the strengthening of

i nternational cooperation should stress the need to realize both econonmic,
social and cultural rights and the right to devel opnent.

66. VWhen reviewi ng the human rights mechani sns, the Conference shoul d be
reluctant to establish new bodi es, whose mandates mni ght overlap those of

exi sting ones, and should endeavour to eliminate duplication in existing
procedures. On the other hand, action to elininate obstacles to the pronotion
of human rights could greatly enhance the effectiveness of the United Nations
mechani sns.

67. One topic in the latter area to which the Wrld Conference shoul d devote
attention was terrorismas an obstacle to the enjoynent of human rights. That
phenonenon, whi ch had becone increasingly preval ent, should be condemed by
the Conference and action initiated to elimnate it. Enphasis on new
chal | enges and obstacl es shoul d not, however, overshadow | ong-standing i ssues
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that had still not been resolved, such as apartheid and the right to
self-determinati on of the Pal estinians and other Arabs in the territories
occupi ed by Israel.

68. The key principle of sovereignty, as enbodied in the Charter, should form
the basis of all the Conference's reconmendati ons. Enphasis on that principle
did not undermine the legitinacy of international concern about and

obl i gations regarding human rights issues but was essential in the interests

of maintaining international peace and security, the context for the enjoynent
of human rights and the ultinate goal of the Wrld Conference itself.

Mor eover, for practical reasons, discussion of divisive bilateral and other
contentious country-specific issues should be eschewed.

69. Ms. SHABHARWAL (India) said that her country's commitment to human
dignity, freedomand the rule of law was as old as its civilization. 1In the
firmbelief that all men, wonmen and children were created equal with the
fundanmental human right to enjoy a life free fromecononic, social and
political constraints, her delegation intended to work closely with all others
to make the Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts a success.

70. The mandate gi ven by the CGeneral Assenbly to the Wrld Conference, and
its proposed agenda, were pragmatic, bal anced and universal, and the studies
and docunentation prepared for it would provide an essential input. Her

del egati on, which had been actively involved in the preparatory process for

t he Conference, attached great inportance to the regi onal neetings as part of
that process. It accordingly wel coned the successful conclusion of the

regi onal meetings of the African and Latin Anerican and Cari bbean G oups and
was | ooking forward expectantly to the Asian Regi onal Meeting.

71. Her del egation did not, however, believe that nonitoring, conbined with
threats of sanctions, was the best way to achieve the realization of all hunman
rights. Since establishing respect for human rights and fundamental freedons
was a slow and difficult evolutionary process, the nessage of the Wrld

Conf erence rmust be one of conpassion and tol erance, designed to create an

envi ronnent conducive to universal adherence to human rights treaties and
their inplenentation by Governnents.

72. In that connection, it rmust be stressed that econom c underdevel opnent,
poverty and social tensions could not create the environnment needed for
sust ai ni ng denocracy and pronoting the rule of law there nust be a conscious
effort to place devel opnent, w thout which denocracy woul d wither away, at the
centre of global concern, so that the weakest and the poorest were enabled to
enjoy their human rights.

73. Li ke peace, the issue of human rights was both indivisible and universal,
and the Wrld Conference nust avoid the pitfalls of selectivity and
discrimnation. |t should not degenerate into an exercise in fault-finding

and distributing blane, for no country or group of countries had excl usive
conpetence in that area. Menber States were conmitted to the goals identified
in the Universal Declaration of Hunan Rights but it would be unrealistic to
expect an identity of views or positions.
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74. Human rights were universal and nmany were inalienable, but their
priorities and inplenentati on were conditioned by the social, traditional and
cul tural background of each society. Wiile the aimwas to nove gradually
towards uniforminternational norns for human rights, such norns should not be
defined unilaterally and set up as absolute preconditions for interaction
between States and societies in the political or econonmic spheres. The
process woul d necessarily be a gradual one, and shoul d be based on consensus.

75. In the course of its review of the effectiveness of United Nations hunman
ri ghts nethods and mechani snms, the Conference woul d provi de the necessary

gui delines for the practical inplenmentation of human rights. One of its
recomendati ons should be a reinforcenent of the advisory services of the
Centre for Human Rights, which could play a useful role in pronoting awareness
and i npl enentation of human rights w thout any violation of nationa

soverei gnty.

76. Terrorism by groups and individuals, was a powerful inpedinent to the
enj oynent of human rights, inasnuch as it undermined the foundations and
constitutional guarantees of a denocratic State. It was particularly
perni ci ous when sponsored from abroad. Sponsorship or facilitation of
terrorism constituted a violation of the principles enshrined in the Charter
and nust be unequivocally condemmed by the Wirl d Conference.

77. M. ZHANG Yi shan (China) said that the forthconing Wrld Conference on
Human Ri ghts woul d take stock of the achievenents and shortcom ngs of

United Nations efforts to safeguard and pronote hunman rights over the years
and particularly in the period since the last major International Conference
on Human Rights in 1968. The Conference shoul d concentrate on questions of
common concern to nost countries and should give top priority to violations of
human rights resulting fromracism racial discrinination, apartheid,
colonialism foreign aggression and occupation; should reiterate the principle
of respect for State sovereignty; and should reaffirmthe right of peoples to
sel f-determ nati on.

78. Moreover, in view of the fact that the unreasonable and unfair

i nternational economic order seriously hindered the peoples of the devel opi ng
countries fromenjoying their human rights, the Conference should reaffirmthe
right to devel opnent as an inalienable human right, and shoul d introduce

ef fecti ve neasures, including the establishnent of a nonitoring nechanism for
the realization of that right. It should also enphasize the indivisibility
and i nterdependence of all human rights, advocate international cooperation on
the basis of mutual respect, and avoi d ideol ogi cal debates and bil atera
recrim nations.

79. The provisional agenda for the Wrld Conference did not yet include
speci fic questions of grave concern to many countries, but they could be

di scussed at the fourth session of the Preparatory Conmittee. Hi s del egation
hoped that all sides would make joint efforts, on that occasion, to ensure

t hat questions of comon concern to nost countries could be reflected in the
Worl d Conference's final docunent.

80. The African and Latin American countries had achi eved good results in
their regional preparatory neetings, and his delegation was sure that the
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Asi an regional preparatory neeting would al so be successful, if the Asian
countries cooperated in a spirit of nutual understandi ng and acconmbdati on

81. M. STROHAL (Austria) said it was to be hoped that the Wrld Conference
woul d adopt cl ear recomrendations in a nunber of areas to nake the

i nternational human rights systemnore effective, building upon the broad
preparatory process of nore than two years. An unprecedented nunber of

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons (NG3s) had participated in the tw regiona
neetings already held and the Asian Regional Meeting woul d undoubtedly nake a
further useful contribution

82. As the central body in the international human rights system the

Conmi ssion on Human Rights was faced with an ever-increasing workl oad. The
Worl d Conference should identify ways to enable the Conm ssion to respond nore
effectively and to all ow States and intergovernnental and non-gover nnent al

organi zations to cooperate nore closely with it. In viewof its grow ng
responsibilities, the Centre for Human Ri ghts nust al so have sufficient
resources to carry out its duties. In that connection, his delegation paid

tribute to the Centre's staff for the way that it had been able to integrate
the preparations for the Conference into its already very heavy workl oad.

83. The Worl d Conference nmust nmake the international human rights system nore
ef fective by adopting an integrated approach drawi ng upon all the el enments of
the system It should open the way for an integrated United Nations progranmre
for human rights to ensure realization of the goals set in the Universa

Decl arati on and the subsequent adoption of standards at national level in all
countri es.

84. As the host country, Austria would do everything possible to ensure the
success of the Conference. The United Nations conplex in Vienna woul d provide
sufficient space to allow Governnments, national institutions, experts,
representatives of intergovernnental and non-governnmental organizations and
the nedia to participate adequately. An NGO forum woul d precede the
Conference. Prior to the fourth session of the Preparatory Committee, his

del egation would circulate information on practical arrangenents in Vienna,

i ncl udi ng opportunities for renting office space.

85. M. Flinterman (Netherl ands) took the Chair.

86. M. PINTA GAVA (Brazil) said that his del egation was pleased that the
text of Ceneral Assenbly resolution 47/122, as adopted, had been basically the
same as that submitted to the Preparatory Committee at its third session. The
general nature of that text allowed delegations to raise issues of particular
interest to themfor possible inclusion in the final docunent. He suggested

that all interested del egations start infornmal consultations as soon as
possi ble on the content of the final text in order to facilitate the work of
the Preparatory Conmittee. |In his delegation's view, the final document

shoul d include a target-oriented progranme or plan of action providing
concrete support to national efforts in the field of human rights.

87. One question to be examined at the Wrld Conference was the relationship
bet ween the universality of human rights and ethnic, cultural and religious
peculiarities. Wen considering a specific country situation, the Comm ssion
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shoul d take into account not only respect for political and civil rights but
al so the overall social, economic and cultural conditions, which m ght
sometines be the root causes of violations. However, those peculiarities mnust
not be used to release States fromthe obligation of respecting universa
hurman ri ghts standards.

88. The Worl d Conference should identify obstacles to further progress in the
area of human rights and ways in which they could be overcone. The
Conmi ssion's experience in dealing with such issues as extrene poverty woul d

be particularly useful. Attention should also be given to the questions of
vi ol ence, underprivileged status and unenpl oynent and their incidence on the
enjoynment of all human rights. It was to be hoped that the studi es being

prepared by the experts of the various regions at the request of the
Secretariat would be avail able before the fourth session of the Preparatory
Conmi tt ee.

89. H s del egati on was pl eased that the provisional agenda devoted a specific
itemto the interrelationship between devel opnent, denocracy and human rights.
As devel oprment and denocracy were also human rights, it was essential to

expl ore new and i nnovative approaches so as to enhance understandi ng of the
triad. In that perspective, the debate on the collective and individua

di rensions of the right to devel opnent should nove forward nore consistently
and concretely. The protection and pronotion of hunman rights was |argely

conti ngent upon the strengthening of denocracy and the institutions of the
rule of law, but their adequate functioning required material and financia
resources, which were often scarce in the devel opi ng countri es.

90. The advi sory services provided by the Centre for Hunan R ghts were of
unquesti onabl e val ue in disseninating human rights standards, but they were
too narrow in scope to have a real inpact on people's daily lives. Further
action by the international comunity would thus be required to ensure ful
respect for human rights throughout the world, and the Wrld Conference

provi ded an excellent opportunity to deci de upon such action. That had been
his delegation's main objective in putting forward a draft resolution on
strengthening the rule of law, which had become Comm ssion resolution 1992/51
It hoped that it could count on the sanme unani nbus support when it

rei ntroduced the draft resolution under agenda item 11 (a) and that the Wrld
Conf erence woul d give serious consideration to that initiative.

91. M. DRZEW CKI (Pol and) said that his del egation, which supported the
holistic approach to human rights and the principle of their universality,
non-sel ectivity and indivisibility, noted with appreciation that proper
attention would be paid at the Wirld Conference to the interrelationship
bet ween devel opnent, denocracy and the universal enjoynment of all hunman

ri ghts.

92. The Conmi ssion shoul d devote sone tinme to deciding which topics should be
exam ned at the Wirld Conference and which shoul d be addressed by the Wrld
Sunmit for Social Devel opnent in 1995. Such a division would enable the
Conference to concentrate nore specifically on hunman rights issues.

93. As not much time was | eft before the Wrld Conference, the Conmi ssion
shoul d begin a di scussion as soon as possible on the structure and content of
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the Conference's draft final docunment. That called for close cooperation
anong all those involved in the preparatory process. It would be hel pful if
the Centre for Human Ri ghts could produce an anal ysis of the rel evant hunan
rights issues, drawi ng upon the studies carried out in accordance with a
deci sion of the Preparatory Comittee.

94. H s del egation drew the Conmission's attention to the instructive
di scussion at the interregional conference held by the Council of Europe at
the end of January 1993 on "Human rights at the dawn of the twenty-first

century", in which experts and representatives of CGovernnents and NGOs from
all regions had participated. It was to be hoped that the proceedi ngs of that
nmeeting woul d soon be available. 1In that connection, he welconed the idea of

hol di ng an NGO forumto acconpany the Wrld Conference.

95. Ms. PAZ CAMPOS (Mexico) said that, during the preparatory process for
the Worl d Conference, a wel cone convergence of opinions had emerged on giving
priority to pronoting and protecting all human rights, taking as a basic
principle their indivisible and interdependent character and the criteria of
universality, non-selectivity and objectivity in their inplenentation. In
that way, the pronotion of broad, non-selective and non-discrin natory

i nternational cooperation had energed as a fundanental objective of the
Conference. Such cooperation should conplement the efforts bei ng undertaken
by States to overcone their own probl ens.

96. The interrel ati onshi p between devel oprment, human rights and denocracy
nmeant that future international relations should work towards effective
econoni ¢ and soci al devel opnent in order to pronote the well-being of peoples
and ensure peace and international security. To that end, it was necessary to
overcome a numnber of econom c and social problens and inbal ances that were
causing instability and jeopardi zing the denocratizati on process in a nunber
of countries. Enphasis should be placed on the w dening gap between

i ndustrialized and devel opi ng countries, extrene poverty, the absence of
access to basic health, education and housing services, the unequal terns of
trade, protectionismand the failure to transfer resources and technol ogy.

97. It was inportant to abandon ol d ideas about giving priority to one
category of human rights over others and inposing single nodels that

di sregarded the historical processes of other societies. Such prejudices had
interfered with the dial ogue on human rights questions, had unnecessarily
politicized themand had led to the introduction of a double standard in
consi dering country cases. Instead of creating new redundant human rights
nmechani sns, it would be preferable to inprove the effectiveness of the

exi sting structures.

98. Her del egati on was concerned about initiatives that seened to regard
sovereignty as an outnoded concept. More than ever before, it was essenti al
in conformty with the Charter, to ensure respect for the principles of the
sovereignty of States, self-determ nation and non-interference in the interna
affairs of States. The broad interpretation that sone had sought to give to
those basic pillars of the Organizations entailed an i nmeasurabl e danger

99. M. BAATI (Tunisia) said that the Tunis Declaration, adopted at the
African Regional Meeting, reaffirned the faith of all Africans in fundamental
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human rights, the dignity and value of the individual and equality of rights
for men and wonen. It reflected the belief that no ready-made nodel could be
prescribed at the universal |evel since the historical and cultural realities
of each nation and the traditions, norms and val ues of each people could not
be di sregarded.

100. The concerns of the African States, as developed in the 14 resol utions
adopted at the Tunis meeting, underscored the principle of the indivisibility
and universality of human rights, the role and responsibility of States,

i ndi viduals, NGO and national institutions in ensuring full inplenentation of
basi ¢ human rights and international cooperation in the fight against
xenophobi a and all other fornms of intolerance and religious extrem sm

101. The hurmanitarian situation in Africa, brought about by natural disasters,
the deteriorating environnment, drought and famine, constituted an affront to
manki nd and posed a threat to peace in the region. The Tunis neeting had
appeal ed to the international comunity to support the efforts of the African
countries to face those problens and inprove their capacity to provide the
facilities and services needed to neet the needs of refugees, displaced
persons and returnees.

102. The Tuni s neeting had supported the initiative for extended negotiations
on the elimnation of apartheid by peaceful neans and condemed the fl agrant
and systematic violations of human rights as a result of foreign occupation
particularly in Palestine and the occupied Arab territories, the arned
conflict in Somalia and the policy of ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and

Her zegovi na

103. Reiterating its appeal for greater international solidarity, the Tunis
Decl aration called upon the international comunity to fulfil its commtnents
to an appropriate increase in devel opnment assistance and to the settlenent of
the debt problem wth a viewto pronoting an international environnent
supportive of the efforts of the devel oping countries and of the realization
of their national econom c and soci al devel opnent strategies. The African
countries were convinced that non-observance of those conmitnents ran counter
to the goal of inproving the human rights situation

104. The economic difficulties arising fromthe persistence of an unfavourable
i nternational economc situation, the resultant social tensions, including the
enmer gence of xenophobia, intolerance and extrem sm which were at the root of
many human rights violations, were all factors that conmpromnise the efforts of

t he devel opi ng countries to ensure econom ¢ recovery and pronote denocracy and
hurman rights.

The summary record of the second part of the neeting appears as
docunent E/CN. 4/1993/ SR 25/ Add. 1




