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uygi lcader Saddam
Husscin was dic real target
of e clite IDF strike force
which was thwarted hy o
traiuing accideat in souths
em [srael (ast November,
reliable sources Wld VMide-
ast Mirror in l.owlon,

In the November 5,
1992 mishap at ‘{ze’elim
m the Negev, an ¢rmmaat
tilsstie Kitled Gye mem-
bers of e would-be hit
teun oumight. Six others
weie wounded,

The sources said stite-
of-ie-art "bodyheat-scek-
10y nissiles with special
s¢nsors and targeung elec-
ltonics were (o bava been
uscd by e IDEF speclal
unit comunanded by Maj.-
Geu. Amuun Leyine to

’I‘rziining accident foiled plan b
Israel to kill Saddam Hussein

' launcha pinpuintattackon

~ Saddom Inside Irag, after
. two ycars of information-

gatbering on his moves
with assistancs from U.S.
satellites and intelligence
airceafe.”

Mewmbers of the IDF
clite uuit would bave becn
supporied by a specially
cquipped  alreraft from
which senjor IDP officers
would have monitored the
operadan,

The wrm “speciad™ or

Cfohite” gnit is used In the

JDIF o describe units se-
lected aud trained for spe-

o) operations and danger-

ausmissionsbehindencmy
lincs,



The sowces bad po
cxpLnatnaafwhatexactly
wenl vaQnyg to cause e
accilont at Tzo'clm in
whai was intended as the
“linnd rebearsal” for the
attesipt 10 kdll e Iraqi
lcader. Bul they sald "most
of the 11 memnbers of wie
unit who wero killed or
injuied by the missile were
posing as Suddam and hig
{mmediate cntourage”
during tho oxerclee,

Tho sources werg not
suxo whether [stael, Iraq'’s
main Scud urgetduring the
1991 Gulf war, would have
claimicd responsibility if
thie opcradon Lad uot becan

aborted at its penvithnaic -

slagc.

They noted that “the
purpose of e IDF excr-
cise al Tze'elim was nt
occlinacy, 4 was not to re-
Licarso Wie assassinativi of

Hicbolalh Jeader Shelkh

Haswan Nusrallah oo the
outsklrts of Belrut, Thilg
verslion was deliberately
leaked (0 the forelgn press
as part of a disinfonmation
campalgn to caver up the
real target — Saddam,
“Eight months belage
the Tze'clim accident, 13-
rael broke with precedent
and took responsibility for
the killing of Nasrallah's
predecessor Shotkh Abbas
Musawi ia a helicopter
ambush which did oot re.

quite cither an clite forcs
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 or special training.”

They suid “because

~ there was more to the acel-

dentatTze' elln thanoects

. the Iuexpert cye, beavy
- censorship was used (o

prevantall thedetails being

~ divulged In public.”

The sources added that
only a “very sensltivo and

- sopbisdcated wisgion 1o

assassinate Saddam

~ Hussein could have at-
- trackxl 50 many top brass
{o the ill-fated dril}, includ-

jug Chicf of General Staft
Lt..Gen. Ebud DBarak,

'~ Deputy Chlefof StaftMaj -
. Ge¢n. Amnou Shahak, Chief

of Millary Intelligencs

- Maj.-Ges, Uri Saguy, and

the commmander of the
operation, Maj.-Qen.
Levine.’f



