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Trziining accident foiled plan b
8 Israel to kill Saddam Hussein

Jugi lcader Saddamn
Husscinwas we rcal target
of tbe clite IOF surike force
wEiCh was thwarted hy o
Jaioiog accideat in southe
ceu [srael (ast November,
reliable sources wld N fide-
«s¢ Mirror in Lowclon,

Ih e November 3,
1992 mishap at Izc'ellm
m the Negev, an ¢t
ilsstie Kdled Gye mem.
bers of We would-be hit
e oumight. Six others
were wounded.

The sources said stile-
of-ie-art "bodyheat-scek -
thy nissiles with special
yensors and rargeung elec-
unaics were (0 bava been
uscd by Wwe IDEF speclal
upit comunanded by Maj.-

. Geu. Amuwn Leyine to

lauuch a plopuintattack on |

Suddom Inside Lrag, after

~two ycurs of informadoun-

gathering on his wmnaves
with assistancs from U.S.
satelltes and intelligence
airceaft.”

Members of the [DF
cliwe yuit would biave becu
supporied by « spectally
cyuipped  alrcraft from
which sendoe IDP offlcers
‘~ould have wonitored e
operadan.

The wnn “speciad™ or
“ehile" ynit {s used in the
IDF (0 describe unity se-
lected uud rined for spe-
ciJ operations and danger-
ousmissions behlnd enemy

lines.
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The sowcee’ had no
cxplusitnnuiwhatexally
wCnl wIOny (g cause Wic
accilont at Tzo'cm In
whal wag intendsed a3 the
“tlnd rehearsal” fuc the
diteLipt 0 kil e Iragl
fcader. But icy sald "miost
of e 11 mcinbers of we
unit wiio wero killed ar
injuied by the mssile were
posing as Saddam and his
fmwcdiate cntourage”
during tho exerclec,

Tho sources werd not
swo whether Isiael, Iraq's
main Scud iwgetduring e
1991 Qulf war, would have
cluimicd responslbility if
tis oucraton bad uot becn
abotied at {8 penuitinale

SWKC.

‘Lhey nowd that “the
purpose of wie IDF excr-
cise al ‘Teo'elun was nit
oclnacy, It wds not o re-
Licarso e assassinativi uf
[licbollals leader Shelkh
Haswan Nusrallah ow the
outsklrts of Belrut, Thig
verslon wiw deldberately
leaked (o the forelgn pross
as part of a disinformation
canpalgn to cover up the
(eal target — Saddam.

“Eight months belaic
the Tze'elim accident, 13-
rael broke with precedent
and took responsibility for
the killlng of Nasrallah's
predecessor Shotkh Abbas
Musawi in a holicopter
amibush which did oot ree
quire clther an clito forcs

or spectd (ralning.”

‘They swd “becduse
there was more to the 1ecl-
dentacTze'ellinthanoiects
te Iuexpert cye, heavy
censorshlp was used 0
preveantall thedetails being
divulged In pubiie.”

The sources added that
only a “very sensliive and
supblstcaied wisgion 1o
assassiuate  Naddam
Husscin could have -
wackyl s miny top brass
\g the Il-fated dril), includ-
iug Chicf of Gencral Staft
1.t..Gen. Ebud DBarak,
Deputy Clilefof Stat Ma; -

- Gen. Amnoun Shabak, Chief

of Millwry Intelligence
W-'Ge‘a l]ﬂ S”'ly, and

die commander Jf the
operation, Maj.-Qen.
Levine.”
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