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- 1. It will be recslled thet, in vesolution 517 (VI). of 2 Februsry 1952,
the Genersl Assembly requested the Internationsl Red- Crods orga.nizatj.ona- and
the Secretary-General to submit reporte. on the progrese achieved in the

- repatriation of Greek childrew. A general report on the gusstion by the -

.Internetional Committee of the Red Oross snd the League of Red Cross Societies

18 being clrculated to the Members of the General Assembly es document A/2236.

- .The present report is comcernsd-with the efforts undertaken in this contiexion

by the Beoretary-Gepsrsl snd the Standing -Committee on the Repatriation of

. Greek Children. = o L ST e

2. , . Shortly after its adoption, the text of General Aesembly- resolution

517 (VI) vas trensmitted by the Secretary-Generel to the governments . concerned,
particular attention being drawn to the provisions of paragraph 6; in which the
ﬁs};embly-\mged‘ "all eountries harbouring Greek children'to ke steps to'

. fecilitate the eary return of the childrem to thelr homes". " The resolution was
likewise tremsmitted to the Intermatioral Committee of the Red Cross end the
League of Red Cross Societies. o ‘

3 In the past year, as in the previcus year, no Oreek children have bee
repetriated, except from Yugoslavia. During the Aesenbly's. pixth session, with
the exveption of Czechoslovekia, nope of .the other herbouding States :accapted
the invitation of the President of the General Astenbly, mide st the request
of the Ad Hoe ?olitical Committee ,l‘/ that they. ghould degignate representatives

1 A/ 1584 (paragraﬁh-S), Official ﬁecordé of the General Assemi:lg, S8ixth Sess’
- Annexes, egende item 319, - R C ' '
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to meet with the Stending Committee in Paris. Nor have any of 'ithem replied to
the com:nication transmitting the Aeserbly's resolution of 2 Fe’brua.ry i952.

L, The representative of the Czechoslovak Government met three times witl
the Stending Committee and, in the Light of the stetement made by him before
that Committee, thet "the Czechoslovak Government was ready ‘to re-esta’blfl.sh
contact between the Czechoslmrak Red Cross end the Internationsl Red Crose and
to essist in the soluticn of the problen of the diaplaeed Greek children™ 2/
the Ad Hoe Political Comit‘tea recommended that the General Asseambly should
express the hope "that it will e possible to make repid progress with the
yepatriation of the Greek children in Czechoslovakia".® The developments
which have taken plece in ‘this tonhexion sre covered in the latest report of the

+ Interpational Red Crose o'rga’_niz,a.tion‘s; as well as in paregraphs 5 to 9 below.

* 5. 'The Standing Committee,” consisting of Mr. C. Holguin de Lavalle (Peru,
Mr. S.P. Lopez (Philippints) and Mr,'S. GrafstrOm (Sweden), met at Headquarters
on 8 May ard reviewed the eituation.‘h»' It took note of communications received
from verious orgenizetions. expressing their ‘éoncern with the problem, some of
which commépded:the ¥epatriation of ‘the Greek childven frem Yugoslavis. In |
connexion with the imformiticn provided by the Internstiomal Committee of the
Red Cross and the Leegue of Red Crosa Societlies on the negotlations whieh hed
taken place in Pragua'"betweaﬁ"répréﬁentﬁ.ﬁi\réa"of-‘fthe-'Inﬁermtidnal Red Cross
orgsnizetions and the Cieshoslovak'Red Cross Sotiety; and the Yreakdown of these
negotiations in the latter part of April; the Committee agredd that its Chalrma:
should send a letter to the Czechoslévek Refresentetive to the'United Nationms,
requesting him to use his- gdod offices with his Government; with & view to &
rasumption of the negotiations between the Inﬁamtional Red Crass brganizaticnr
and the Czechoslovak Red Cross. Society.
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- A/Ac.ﬁafL.hk, paragraph B, Ibide ™ & AT T
This cleuse appesrs as paragraph 3 of the Oéneral Asssmbly resolution 517 ¢

Wherever develorments-are dovered in the report of the International Red
Crosa organizations (A/2236), they are not dealt with at length in the
present report, .
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6. A letter was eccordingly transmitted by the Chairman to the Acting
Permanent Representative of Czechoslovakia to the United Nations, on 20 May 1952
{oee annex I) and a reply was received from the Czechoslovak Representative, on
16 July, eetting forth reasons why the neg otlations in Prague had been interrupted,
and why they‘could not be continued {see annex II).

T. On 6 Auguet, the Standing Comittee requested the Secretary-General to
bring this exchange of letters to the sttention of the Greek Delegation to the
United Wations, it being felt that the Gresk foverrment should have the opportunity
of commenting on the questions raised therein,

8. "On 12 fuguat, the Acting Permanent Repreaentativn of Greece to the
United Nationg trensmitied to the Acting Chairmen of the Standing Committee the
views of his Government {eee annex ITI) on the letter from the Czechoslovak
Rep:eséntative of 18 July. At the Committee's requ est, copies of the three
letters referred to above wera transmitted;, on 13 Au~vat %o the Internatlonal
Red Croas organizations, in order to elieclt any comments which they mlght wish
to submit.  The Interastional Jed Croas or"aniza tions: repl e&, on 16 September,
that they had nothing new to add to the information previously provided by them
on this question. oo

" 9.  On 30 October, the Standing Committee noted Wlth rearet that, except 1n
the case of the repatriatlon of Greek rhildren from Vuﬂoalav1a, here positive
resulls continued to be achieved, no progress had been mude in the golution of
the problem aince the previovs sesgion of the Geeral Arqenhly and régpested fhe
Secretary-General to make known to the Memvers of the Assenbly the exchange ‘
of correspondence on the hegotiations in Prague, wnich appears as annexes I
IT and III to the present report.
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Lotteh dated 20 May 1052 Ffrom the Chelrman of the
Standdng Committee addressed to the Acting Pormanent
Representative of Czochoslovakia to the United Nations

I hmre been requeated by tha S‘l:-anding Committee on the Repatriation, of
Greek childran, es 'bhe Commlttee's Chairman, %o write to you in commexzion with
‘the nego'b:ta'b:lona Which tuook place recently in ngue botwsen orfioials of the .
Intemational CQmmi'htee of the Red Cross end the Isague of Red Cross Socletles
on the one hand and oi‘fic;;l,ala of %he Czechoslevak Red Cross soo;r.ety on the othe:
conoerning the repatriation of 138 Greek children residing in Czechoslovekie.

Ycu way recall that, during the sixth. sesslon of the General Apgenbly, .
in Paris, Mr. ¥, Vawicka, whc had been appoin‘hsd by your Govemment ae ita
repreaen‘bative before the Standing Committee, during e meeting held on 22
Ja.nua.ry 1952, ‘assured *bhe Comnittee that srrangements would be made for
nego'biationa tu take plaee in ?ra.gue 'be‘c:-reen the In'berna.'biona.l Red Cross
organizations a.nd the Gzechoa},ovak Red Cross Sooiety, which should open with
the consideration of the repatriation of the 138 Greek children in Czechoslomk:;
who had bean the su‘n.iect of consultations between the International Red Cross
organizat:lone and the Czechoalmk Red Cross Scciety during the preceding two
ye&rs. ~ An In‘bernatioml Red Cross delegation subsequently wsn'b to Prague, -
negctiations wlth the represen'ta'hivel of the Czechoslovak Red Cross Society
wore bes'u;n on 9 Aprdl 1952. _

According tc a Jolint raport by the League of Red Cross Sooiletles and the
International Cormittee of the Red Cross recently recelved by the United Natiom:
Beoretarilat and hrought to the sttention of the Standing Committes, the above
negotiations broke down on 23 April and the Internationsl Red Cross delegation
returned to Geneva. The report reveals that, after the adoption of the egenda
for the discussions, the representetive of the Czechoslovaek Red Cross Socleoty
requested that certain gquestions bearing on the genoral oonditdons of children
in Greece should be repl:led to ‘bﬁr the repressntatives of the In;hez"na'tional Red
Cross organizations prior to the .examinetion of the ocases of the 138 Gresk
ohildren in Czechoslovakis. The representatives of the International Red Crose
organizations indicated that these questlona were outside thelr mandete and shou
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not, ‘in any case, be linked with the consideratfon of the welfare of the
ropatriated Gresk childrem. , In this a.aﬁ'ﬁer‘ connexion, they wished to point
cut thet, in conformity with 'bhe conditiqna fomulai’:ed by the Czecho@lmk Red
Cross Soclety in March 1950 the Intern,at:lona.‘l. committae oi‘ the Red Crosa and
the League of Red Cross Socletles had obtained a renewal of the sssurances
glven by the Sreek GQvamment t‘hat Bhe . Greek children repatria%ﬁ to Graece wcrulrl
imediately 'be reunited wi‘bh their parent.a s “and that naiﬁ‘ter thsy nor 'bhe* '
parents wou.ld he BubJect 'bo a.ny actlon or any politioaf.}. discrimination- : -,’
It furthar ap:paars frém 'bhs report 'bha.'-l‘.~ tha repressntatives ef the
Czechoslovak Red Croela Society w»rers ncrb saﬁie*‘ied with this sta*hemant, and
that the Internatiml ”.c‘{ed Cross’ represantati'ma 'bhe.raupon referred -tha ma.tter
to thelw J‘he':.a.ﬁtclma.r’marsis :T.n Geneva. - The hea.dqu.ar‘bers of: 'tha two Intsrpa‘b:lcnal
Red Gross organizations gave .ﬁzll aupport ‘to ths viema expresseﬂ by 'bheir
representativea ‘in Pragua and requested that tho main queation 'bo te nego’ﬁia,‘heﬂ
ghould be broached mme‘aiately, nemely, the examination of the cases éf 'bhe 138
Greek chlldren ldentified in Czeohoslomki&.. L . R
This declara‘bion appearl Fo. have bebn ﬁnsatisfactw W the representatives«
of the. Czschoslovak Rsﬂ Cross Soclety, who indicated thab under £he’ ch-cms%ancea
they would m‘b 'be reaﬂy to take up the examination ‘of 'hhe cases oi‘ 'bhe 138
children. ‘”"’ T L IR o - " %' o
e Standing Ccmrbtee hna chargaa me %o ge'b in 'bcmch YLt you . thet
urgent request that yOu should uaé your- good offices with ybur Governmenb ‘by
enquiring %rhether ‘it would no*b be pOBBi'ble t‘b approach the Czeohoslovak Reﬂ

LRI N
B U

the Intérnaticnal Red Cross organizations ahould e :"enemad along the- 1:1116&! of
the atateement made ‘by M, Vavricka before “the’ Standin.g Committee es to 'bhe T
opening of discusaions with the oons.uderation o:f:' ‘the q,uee'bion of' t.he 138 Greek
childBsns s v . R I R Cowl |
My’ colleagues of ‘the Cemmit‘hae and ¥ eamestly hope tha% this mt‘bsr ot R
’nhe Oreek éhildren in Czechoalm}akia 3 whiéh. hag shé‘tm gich prdm:!simg signs o‘l’
e solufion, lwill nbt FésuTt An. failura btécaqae of the recent aiffioultiess
o | (_.w_) Sven GRAFSTROM
b U ’ o #'1"?: I l, o Chai:m: pot

ﬂz.,.h . Stanﬂing Comittes. e:n“hhe
e Reﬁa‘bl’iation of Gresck Chilﬂren :
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ANNEX. T

Lebter dateg 18 July 1252 r_qm_the Acting Permanent
Repreaentatiw of Czochoslovakis to the United Nations,

gddresued_ to th@ C‘gg.irmm;;t‘;k_s_g_;m_nding G omul thes . -

With reference to your le'bter of 20 May 1952 s L hﬂ.ve the hanour " on :
instructions from wy Government, to bring the following %o your. attentionz

On the basis of e statement made on 22 Je.nuar:,r 1950 by the Gzecheslovak
representative before the S‘i:anding Coaunittee on the Rﬂpatria.tion cf Greek
Ghildren, to the effeet that in the opinion of the C:aachoslovak Governmﬁnt
coﬂversationa relating to the repatriation of Greek children harboured in
czechbalovakia should be transferred to the Red Cross organizations in accorﬂance
with resolution 193 (III) adopted by the Geneyal. Assembly ef the Uniteﬁ Nations on
27 Hovember 19#8, B three~meMber delegation of the Internationsl Red Cross
orgenizations arrived at ?ragua on 8 April 1952, for conversstions with -
representatives of the Crachoslovek Red. Groas. ‘

'I‘hese conversations ha;d to be intempteti ‘becaupe the repreaenta.tives of the.
International com:l.ttee of the Red Cross and of the Leexgue, of Red.Cross Societies
declined to answer the folloving q].leation asked by the Czechoslovak Red Crosg:
fare there not children in Greece who are imprisoned, in concentration ceamps or .
agrieulturai labour coloniea ami who-die as s result of political diserimingtion?”

~ The representatives slso aid not reply to the following guesticn: Do or do
not the International COmmittee of the Red Cross end the Leegue of Red Cross
Societies know whether such ccuditions exist or do not exist in Qreece?”

The - representatives of the International Red Cross organi&ationa mainteined
their negative a.ttitude even after ccsnsulting their reapective organizations at
Geneva on this au‘bdact. _

The Czechoslovak Red Cross, which in the metter of the repstristion of Greek
children is guided by humanitarian metives, cannot help takin.ginto accourt. the
conditions now prevailing in Greece, for on'thése depend not only ‘the futures but -
algo the lives of the children living in, or to be repatriated. to, Greece in such
circumstanues.

Accordingly, owing to the a.ttitude of the representatives of the International
Red Crose organiza.tions the conversations could mot continue,
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The Czwhoglova]; Red Gross fully respects and will continue Infu‘bure to comply
with the terms of the 191}8 a.nd 19h9 resolutions .of ‘the General Aﬂsembly of the
United Nations 3 concerning the repatriation of Greek children. Ebwever, if this

humanitarian task entrusted to the Red (}ross organiz:a,tions ig to be carried out
succesafully, it is indispensable 'bha'l: the Interna,tional Comml'ttee of the Red Cross

1an& the League of Red Cross Societies should depar‘b from the course fa:)lloweﬂ by :

them in conflict. with the principles laid down in the Genewal Assembl}" e
resolutions, and that thny should be’ gu.i,d.&d exc.wuively by humanita.rian principles

e -
BLE .o . s

(smne&) Jiri NOSEK . e e
Acting "Permanent Repreaen'ba.tive of .
Czechos;ovakia o the United Nations_
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. ANNEX TTT
Lettor dated 12 August 1952 from the Permenent Representative

of Greece to the United Nations, addres'é‘é'&“{a_the Acting |
Chairman of the Standing Comml ttee

I ahould ‘be gmte;ful tro you 1f you would kindly acquaint the members of the .
Standins Committes with the following comnsnt- tha'b the reply, dated 18 July 1952,
of the Ac‘bing Pema.nsnt Bepresen‘batiw of Cz.echoslovakia to Mr, G-:t‘afﬂtrom'ﬁ
communicetion of 20 May 1952 elicited from my Go?er:tmnt. )

Mr. Nosekls reply 15 in ltseld charac‘teria'bic of ‘bhs u'b'ter ill—?arill and
lack of sincerity with which ‘the Czechoslovak Gova“mnent hes, from the very
outset, &pprcached the humni‘tarian question of the rewatriation of the abducted
Greelk ohildren. Recent evente, moreover, amply wroved that the (zechoslovek
Government's promise in Paris to adhere to its moral and legal obligations toward
the Greok children under its e.uthorit;,r - a promise obtained under the moral
pressure of the overwhelming majority of the Genersl Assembly - was but a mere
device for the purpose of gaining bime, I, for one,. in my intervention
of 29 Januayry 1952 in the Ad Hoo Political Committee, did pot conceel my ‘
apprehana;ona in regard to the professed change of heart on the rert of the
Czechaslovak Delegation. It 18 a matier of regrot to me that the yarning which
T then voloed, in the Folléwing excerpt from the French original. of my spesch,
¥as dramaticelly berne out by subsequent Gevelopmsnts: "Dans ces conditlons® °
I said, "J'al quelque difficultd & partager entiérment 1vsspolr oxprind dans 2e
rapport de’ la Commisaien permenents et qul est basd sur le fait que le contmot
entre les deux Organieations intezmticmlaa do la Crolz-Rouge et de la Croix-
Rouge Tchecoslovague rompu depuls ,juin 1950, pourrait enfin se rétablir®,

This ocnhe.q:t, indesd ’ Gespite the urgency of the qusstion, was re-ostablished
only in April 1952, a8 a result of pressure brousht to bear from meny quarigrs.
Heedlass of the object leaaons of past experience we optimistically expocted that
something positive night oame out of the Prague consultatlons but we were soon
avalened to the dreary reality that the czerhoslovak Government had decided
otherwise. For the latter vas fully avare that the contentions whiph it set out
were In complete contiradiction to the aspurances given in Paris by ite
Ropresentativa, Mr., vawicka, gnd did not reflect in the least the sctual truth.
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«In these ¢ircumstances, - Mes.Grafgtyin ‘!&tés'-t‘reryi”ﬁg?htiin“fecalling in hia
lotter of 20 Moy 1952; mddreseed to the Adting Pe‘:t;'minéhﬁ'Répreasn"caéivé" of
Czechoslovakla, that:' :"..i. in conformity with the ‘conditions Formiated by '
the. Czochoslowak Red Cxose. Bacietgr in Mrrch 1950, the ‘International Ccmittea
of the: Red Cross and the: Ieagus of Ped Crass Societles hed obtained a. reneml off
the assursnges glven by the Greek. Govermime.t thet the Greek children repatriated
. to_Greece would lmmsdiately be reunited witk their parents, and that neither

L

discrimination®. R

-

s oThe. Gzechoslovek: Goverifent was Tully aware that theae assurancea were

enrnestly glven.. Nor had it escaped its attention tha.t similar promises given
by-my. Government with Yomgmrd to five. e;covms of Graelc ahildran already repatriatad
from Yugoslavia had been sorupulously obderved., Tt Is & maiter of dammom
knowledge that thwe childran, upon their arrivel in Greek territory, wore turned
ovar. to- their pa.c'enus in the presenae o:f‘ accredited representatives of the two
organizations of the Tnternaticnal Red Cross,

Neodless o add that the CGreel Goverurent will in the fubure snd in all
olrcumatances welcoms any actlon on the pert of ropregentatives of the
International Commltiee of the Red Crose and of the Lsague of Reod Oross Socloties
with & visv to ascertaining thet the repatriated children are and vemin reunited
with their families, In these clrowmstances, 1t is o be hoped that the so-called
"barbouring" countries will meke it a point of honowr to grant analogoud
facilitles to the representatives of the two great humanitarian ovganizations,

The Czechoslovak Government is no lees avare of the groundlessness of its
Imputation conteined in Mr. Nosek's letter of 18 July, according to vhich

"children ars being detained in Groek prieons, concentrstlon camps and
agrioultural colonies and scme of them die as a result of political
discrimination”. The only cases of deﬂantion of children in Greece are the
common law juvenile delinquents, The Crechoslovak Govermment hes, nevertheless,
wilfully attempted to ocreate falsa Impressions in this respect by sending,
through the Czechoslovak Red Crosa Soclety, ralief parcels to young Greek
convicts. This sardenic déi@m does not lack m certain touch of irony when
carrled out by a Government whose prisons are teeming both with adult and
Juvenile offenders of a set of rulea and praoticea vhich by no stretch of the
imagination ¢en bo taispd commen la.w.
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What iz more, accordim o ipfermution which has. jugt reeched me, the
czechoalovak Red- Croas ha.s accuaad the Greek suthoritiee of throwing Infants.
under three yea.ra of aga Into prison.. Cne cen hardly find adeguate wirds o
desoribe such pemicioua propaganda. If ckildren of that age vere sver seem:
in Greek prisons,. tkis wa.e due to the miwrﬂally acknowledged huwmnitesisn
purpoae of keeping them, with them deteined mothers. Mcreover, in view .of the
meaaurea of clemsncy Yecently edopted in favour of 'bhoss vho haveé actively plotted
egainst their cmmtr;r"a political indepsudence 1t 4s certain that such mstam:es
wlll be very soon 'botally aliminated bt

In oonclusion, T haw been Instructed by my Government to dery in the most
ca:tegorical vay the Czechoslovek Government®s 8landerous imputations and ¢ -
state thet thair only purpose is to provide the Czechoalovak authorities with'
'l:hinly vailed protoxty for 1llegally detaining the hapless Greek childrsn, ’

{Signed) Alexis mov

Fermament Representatlve of Greece
to the United Rations

<
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