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Seventh session
Agenda item _50

ME&SURES TO LIMIT THE DURQTION OF REGULAR SESSIONS C‘F TEE
o GENERAL ASSEMELY |
. Fimahclal implications of the memozandvm 'by the Secretary-ﬁeneral (A/2206)

Eighteenth remr‘o of the Advisory Commlittee on Administrative and
Bu&getar.yr Q,uestione to the seventh sesgion of the General Assembly

J‘

1. The Advisory Committee on Aﬁminiatmtive and Budgetary Questions has
considered & statement by 'the Secr e't;aryv-General [CYLR 5/514) on the financial
implicetions of paragraph 47 of his memorandum (A/aaos) concerning measures to
S limit the’ duration of regular seesions of the General Assembly.

2, The :paragq.ph in quea’oion con’ca:lns WO proposals'

(&) To make a.rrangements for the sinml'taneoua meeting of five Main
Committees of the General Assem'bl:r, ard '
(b} To authorize en increase from five to geven in the mamber of

representatives or alternate repreaentativea of each Member State in respect -

of whom the United Nations reimburses tra.vel expenses in accordance with General '
Assenbly resolution 14 D (I} of 13 Fe‘bru&ry 1946,

3. The additional direct costa of ths above proposals over end above the
rrovision recommended by tha Advisory Comittee-]-'/ for the eighth {1953) eesslon
of ten weeks are estimted 'by the Secre*barsr—General ag followa-

$
(&) Add.itonﬂl 'bem@omry Etaff vq!vnpyogf&cuoogfql.;q-lo..q--,? 1,!-]-00 Per Week
(b} Additiomal travel (two representetives or elternetes) ..Th,%00 per
(¢) Miscellanecus contractus) services: session

(first year, $10,000) +evencresens 2,000 per, .
' T aassio:n
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This estimate takes no eccount of en offset of epproximately $700 per veel:
against the above item for addi'bional temporary steff which would result in -
the. event of the adoption of S;pa.nish as & Working languege of the Economic end
Soctel Cowncil and 1ts Punctional cormissions. On this question, the General
Assembly has es yet taken no decision. ' '

4, In paregraphs 5 and 6 of his atatement the Secretary-(}eneral pointa out
tha't &8 egainst the increased costs under section 1, the sitvation. in other
rarts of the budget would e improved- and, further, that savings would be
achieved by Member States in respect of the cost of re:preaen’ba.tion in the
General Assembly., The Advisory Cormittee believes that, though e precise
estimete cennot be mede wnder these different heads, an over-all economy would
on belance result from & aeaaiqn two weeks shorter, that is » of eight weeks!
duration. ' I

D« The Advisory Committee offers the following o‘bsemtiona both general and
specifilc, which appear relevan’c to the fimancial agpect of this question;

(2} It is open to doubt whether any practicel adventege will in fact.
result from the holding of ten mee‘tings per day of Main Committees. The
Advisory Comittee motes, Tor example, that on & mimber of days during each
Asseubly session, exiating facilities Gre used to less than full capacity; and
while it is true tiet on other daya the comverse situation erises, this can -
readlly be met by the scheﬂuling of evening meetings, a ayatem wh:lch " though
Inconvenient at Lake Success, would present little, 1F e.ny, difficulty in
New York City. In the opinion of 'blle Commi'btee, o expenditure for additiomn)
staff or for the convesr ralon of ezisting accommodation should be con‘bem;pla.ted
unless and untll the existing fecilitles have been uwsed %o full capacity and
consideration s baen given to the posaibility of holding evening meetings;

(b) The Committee considers that any enlargement of the present facilitiles
end services can usefully be undertaken only if lipked to & definite ohjective
in the form of a target date for the closing of the session at which the General
Agsembly would eim In each year. To thip end, the poaaibilit;r of convening
cervain Main Comm.tteea with heavy agendas in advance of other such Committees
within the period of the mesaiop should not be Qverlooked JIn the interestas of
the economic utiliaation of peraonnel and aervicea,
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{¢) Should the General Amsembly decide to lncrease the number of delegation
members in respect of whose travel reimbursement ils to be mede, consideration
might be given to a possible limiting of the incremse to one additional member,
with & consequent reduction of $37,200 in the estimste. On the tesis of a
session of eight weeks, involving the provision of edditional conference
facilities, the necessery budget expenditure would remin virtuslly unchenged
at approximately $476,000, as compared with the figure recommended for 2
;?hen veeks! session in 1953 ($1PTh- 000); expenses for representation would,
however, probably show e significant reduction. |
6. Subject to the reservetions set forth in paregraphs 4 and 5 above, the
Advisory Committee considers that the Financiel implicetions of paragraph 47
§of. his memorandum (A/2206) are reasonsbly estimated by the Secretery-Gemeral,
es Follove:

For- compariglon - Additional costs, with concurrent

Concurrent meetinga of meetings of flve Main Committees,

four Mailn Committees, geven repregentatives or eliernate

Tive representatlves representatives

Duration of session - Duration of sesaion

(19531 wﬁ nine veecks elghl weeks
$h7h ,000 + $69,700 + $41,000

Six representativea or elternate
representatives - see paragraph
5 {c) etove

= $32,500 t  $3,800
3?-' In the foregoing peragraphs, the Advisory Coumitiee submlte & statement
of the fimanciel implications of a specific item that has been referred to 1t.
But 1t desires at the same time to call attention to the fact that the decisicn
of the General Assembly regarding the reimburscment of the travel of
representatives was mo doubt linlked to Article 9, paragraph 2, of the Charter,
which provides that each Member shall ave not more than five representatives
in the General Assenbly; end while the Assembly has itself provided for the
relmbursement of travel expenses of alternate repreaeﬁtativea , this has only
peen done hitherto within the meximum mumber of five persons per delegatlon.
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