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'r Thc /aerpml aooarnhly, by resolution 602 .lT) of I feb"uary 1952 on the
question of Tr€.ys and neans for making the evioence of custonary international l€.n

nore readi.fy available, lnter alia, requested the Se cretary-Ge neral to subnit "to

it, at its seventh session, a report containing detaile d plans as to tbe forn,
contents and budgetary lncpllcations in re gard to the.posslble lublication of,:

(u) A Unlted Nations jurldical yearbook, taking into account the

suggestlons nade during the debates in the Sl:rbh Cormi.tiee;
t'L\ A -^*-^1 .r r^+^r!o; .r.r. uonaouclar€q index to the Ieague of Natlone Treaty Series;
(") A l-ist of treaty col-lections supplenentary to those already exi-stingi
(d) A volurne contalnlng a rdpe rtolre of the practlce of thd Securlty Council.

'2, Iri conq)liance v:ith this reeolution, the gecre tary-General- subnitted to the

GenelEI Assembly a report (A/2:r7O) containing a detailed plan for each of 'ohe

foui publications envlsagcd in the rcsolutlon.
3. At tts 380th plena"y meetlng held'on 15 October 1952, t]IIe cenelal Assenbly

decifud to include 1n the agenda of its seventh session the ltem .'lWays dnd- Eqans

for naklng ihe evidence of custonary internati.onaf lav nole rcedily ovailable i. __

TJporc of the Se^ :tary-Gcncra1", At its 382nd plenary neeting on 17 October,
the General- Assentrly furbhe r declded to allocate the iter0 to the Sixth Corroittce
for consideration.
11. The Sixth Comittee coneidered the iten at its 3uth to
fron 3 to I Novenber 1!!2.

32oth uretlngs
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Prolosals b€ fore the Sisth Cormittee

5, A joint draft resolution .9las introduced by Au6tralia, @!s, hnrnark,

NetherlaFdg, Srieden" Syria and the Unite d Kingdon (A/C.6/L.255). The flrst
operatlve paragraph provlded, that the General Assenbly shoul-d autho"lze tbe

Secretary-General "to undertake, aB soon as feaslbl-e, the ptrblication of
(a) a. 11st of treaty coJ.lectlons supplenentary to those aLready existingl and

(b) a rdpertotre of the practlce of the Security Council". In it6 second

operatlve paragraph, the draft resolution reque ste d the Se cretary-Gene xal to
prepare and circulate to the governrents of l&mb€r States "a report containing
futatled pJ.ans as to forn, contents and budgetary iltplicatlons 1n regard to thc

erpanslon of exlsting Unite d Natlons publications and the launchlng.of nev

special pubJ-lcations of timit€d scop: aB suggested 1n paragraph J0" of the

report of the Se cretary-General-.

6. In thd course of the d.lscuBsions 1n the Sixth Comllttee, several- anend@nts

vere sub!flltte d to the aforesald Jolnt dreft resolutlon.
(a) E mt lropose d (A/o.6/L.256) to substitule the vords "hevlng

consldered" tn the ftrst paragraph of the preanble by the word "Considerlng,"
snd to delete the second paragralh of the preamble.

(l) At the 32oth Eeetlng, the representative of the Unltid Kingdorn, on

beh4lf of the autho"s of the Jolnt draft resolutlor:, orally subnitted a revised
texb for sub -paragrairh (a) of the flrst op3 rative paragraph reading as fol-Ions:

"A llst of treoty coJ-J-ectlono, to be conrpiled, taking lnto accormt the

€uggestlons nade durlng the debate in the Sjxth Comlttee".
(c) e ;ornt arendBEnt (A/c.6/L.2r7) to add, in the first operative

paragraph a cub-paragraph (c) r'ns introduce d by the fol-Iov1ng flfteen Membersi

Afghanlstan, Bollvla, Colombia, 9!91, Ecucdor, El Salvador, Ell!!, Hondura,s, Iran,

3rae1, Liberla, Pakistan, @, the Donlnlcan Republic and Yugoslavla. The

te:cb reque sted, the Se cre ta.ry-Ge neral to underta.ire, as soon as feasible, 'bhe

publlcatlon of "a Juridical yearbook, I,Ihich might include the roaterlels re fer::e'd

to in scctions I, ff, ffl and fV (D) of poragraph 6t of tlc Se cr"etary-Ge ncral/s
report (A/ZJ-70), taking lnto account the observations uade dr.:r1ng the discussionF

1n the Sfi(th Conrnitteetr. The sare atnendnent further proposed to de l-ete thc
second operative paragraph of the Jolnt d1uft resclution. The jolnt arendlre nt
superseded that oral:Ly proposed, durlng the 319th neeting, by the repre sentatlve

I
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of Ecue.dor on behalf of his delegaiLon as xel-l as of those of Afghanistarr,
Bolivia, Cuba, !1 Salvador, the Douinlcan Republic, Eondures, Iran, IsreeJ_,
Pakistan and Yugoslavia.

(a) Finally, an ane ndne nt was introduced by Iran (A/C,6/L.Z|B) to anond
the eecond operative paragraph of the Joint draft resolutj.on to request the
secretary-Gene"al to p"epere and clrculate to the gove rnnents of lvlenbers s,cates
rra conparatlve etudy of th€ erbcnt to r,rhlch d,e ve J_opne nt s in the field of
custonary internatlonal lav end selected fe gar activities of tbe unlted Natlons
can usefully be covered by an e'atr)anslon of exietlng unite d Natlons publications,
by the launching of ner'r sI}e cial_ publlcations of l1r[1te d scope and by a
Uni.ted Natloaa JuridicB1 yearbook; such study to cover forn, contents and

budgetery llxplicationsrr .

DiscussionE ln .the Slxth Co@lttee

7. The Sixth Comittee took as a basle fo" its discussions the rr:port of the
Se cretary-G8are"al referred to above, It vag generally agEeed tbot al1 the four
publLcations envlsaged ln cener€I Aesenbl_y xe solutlon 6e. (Vf) and surveyed in
tbe report of the fucretary-ceneral had conslderable int"lneic ugefulneee. rD

vlev, horever, of bidgetory and other 'practlcal" conelderations, the Connlttee
bould take declsions only by ve lghlng thelr rel"ative va.L:e agalnst the estluated
costs glven in the repoxt.
o. cation of a c ted to the Series.
It r'ras generally agree d that, slnce there exlsted nlne lndex voluneg to the
r,eague of Nations Treaty serieg, and 1n vlelr of the cost invcl-ved as estlr[ated
Ln 'rhe report of the se cretary-Gereral, the publ-lcatlon of a consolldated index
should not be rmdertaken for the ti@ belng.

9. Publ-lcatlon of a ligt of. .treaty c,ql.rec,ti.ons. Meabere of tbe Comlttee vere
ag::ee d that,the relatively sulal_l_ cost invol_ve d, as eBtinated by tbe Secretary-
Gene ro1 ln his report, vas rrell vorth while. The rcpre sentatlve, of fs"ael,
hovever, pointed out tbat the report, 1n sugge stlng that the proJected lJ-ot
should 

"ake 
.r4: r,rhere Denys P. IGSers I MaF'aI of Col_lectlone of Treatte s and of

Collectloris relatLng to Tr_.atj.es (tgZ.Z) tutt off, rdaB based on the assutEption
that the sald Manual r"E s readl-ly availabl-e. fn fact, the llanual lras out of prlnt
irnd 1t rras extrene ly dlfficu].t to obtaln a copy. Ot the other hand, a greot deat
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of i;he naterial contained in the Manual vas of uore use to the scientific
regearcher than to the legal practltionex. The projected list, in h1s vj.ev,
shoul-d there fore exclude this t)?e of naterlal and should. contain any ner"r

coll-ectlons issued since 1922. rt nay be noted that 1-t vas vith these r-.narks
of the representative of rsraer ln nind that the euthors of the jolnt drefi;
re solu'bLon subnltted their revlsed terb referred to 1n paragraph 6(b) ebove.
10. lubllcatlon of a of the ctice Se culity Council. All-
ncnbers of the com,ittee vho tool( part in thc discuselon. invariabry e:qrrc sscd
the viev that a rdBertolre vould serve a useful purpose, the coBt involved, as
e6tiEated ln the report of the Se cre tary_General, bei.ng rc1ati_vely snaIl. SoDe
reprc sentative s exp?essed the oplnion that lt .^';uld be useful eventuarly to have
a ripertoire of the practlce of other organs of the.United Nations as 1,elL,
11. In thie comexlon, the Connlttcc noted a staterent by r,hc representative of
the Se cre tary-Gener€.l lrho, ln ans?er to an lnquiry, sald that the Secretarla,.
had been engaged for sone tlne upon an annotation of the Charter. The proposed
rdp_crtoirc of thc practice of the Security Council- voul,d, of cour6e, cover only
a ll&itcd part of the Lrork of the Unlte d Nations. If, he sald, the General
Assenbly decided that that part rra s re quire d first, the effort' of the gecrerarlat
could bc conccntrated r4on j.t rrCthout lre Judice to the 6ther vork,
12. catlon of a Unlted Nations , As regards the questlon
of a iurldicat yearbook, divergent vievs ?ere expressed. Sore delegetions, vho
vere in favour of, thidspublicatlon, conBid.ered. its intrinsic value as b€1ng
worthy of the erpenditure lt would eltalr as e stinated in the se crre ta.ry-Generar r s
report ' ft fias emphasized that it vour-d provide a valuabre reans of forrowing
l-e gal develipnents in the worr-d or in the unlted Nations. The rmpact of ,6he

united Nations on lnternetional lav and certaln far-reaching devcl0prents i-n
rcccnr lrcars, vhich gredrtly extended the appticabllity of internationa_i law,
consequent upon the.ererg.nce of a nunbe r of lndependent states and the
est€bliehent of various lnternations.l inter-govcrnmentar organizations, were said
to render the publ-Lcation of a United Nations jurldlcal yearbook an urgent
nccessi.ty. Such a publlcation wouJ_d., in the viev of sone delegations, be
cspccially useful in couirtrle s rhlch dcj-not at present possess riblErles
vell-stocked uitit mader1al on inteiylational l-aw.
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l-3, 0n the other hand, sone other delegations poiated to the difficultj_e s

inherent in the publicetion of a Unitcd Nations Jurldical yearbook. To be

conprehensive, 1t wou1d in part dupl_icate existihg publicatione, euch as the
United i\ations Iegislative Scriee, the yearbook on Hunan Bights, the Yearbook of
-bhe Internatlonql Court of Justice, the Earbook of the Unlte d Nations and the
Annual Dige st and Reportg of Public Inte"national- Lav Cases editcd by
Profesgor H. Lauterpacht. ff, horever, rla'rt€rs covered by erigting publlcatlons
ve re to be clln1nated, there \,routd p"obably rene,ln an Lnsufflcieni fl-ov of
naterial to r,rarrant an annwr publ-ication, such a publication vourd no! bc r,rorth
'bhe rclatlvely high costs 1t was estinated that it vould entail. Soee

dcrcgattons exprcsscd thc opinion that furthe r study vas rcquiTed concerning tnc
pubricatlon of a jrlrldlcal yearbook and that thc projcct tshould not be u:rdcrtakcn
irllile diate 1-y. Thls, it vas emphaelzed, did not lnp1y a couplete abandonment of
the proposltlon,
I\. As agaLnst the argunents outllned in the precedlng paragraph, sorne

delegatlong contended tilat the fear of dupticatlon ehoul-d not be ove r-er4>hasize d.
Morecver, dr4)lication could be overcola by, for lnBtancc, avoldlng reproduc,rion
of i;cxts in extelso and giving ln the trearbook only references to existing
publlcations, As to the costs lnvolved, these ve re not incc@cnslrrs.te with 'che

utillty of the publicatlon. Moreover, they Eight pe rhaps be dlninished by
rcducing the scope of the yca"book. The draft resolution eventuelly adopted by
the Sixth Carmlttee repreeented a compf,omlse between the tr\to vlelrs su.marize d

B.bove.

Voting on Broposals

L5, At the eonclusion of 1t6 discusslcns on the ltem; the Sixth Cormittee
proceeded. to vote on tle Joln,c draft resolutton (A/C.6/5,.255) and the various
auendrcnts thereto, wlth the folloving results:

(a) The arendrent by E$ypt (A/C.6/L.256) to substitute, in the first
paro.eraph of the preanb3-e, the vords "Having considered" by the vord "Consideri-ng"
vas adodpted by 2l rlotes to J_, wiflr 2l abstentions.

(l) The anendrent by Eg)'pt to\delete the eeconct paragraph of the prea!&le
*u n: jecte d by 2J votes to l-O: v.ith IJ abstentlons.



A/225t3
,{-h''l i eh

(c) The first paragraph of the oFeratlve part of the joint draft
resolutLon, as revised by ite authors, (paragraph 5 (b) above), lra s put to the
vote in part6" The fLrs'c phra se "A Iist of treaty collections" vag adopted by
4! votes to none, vl'ch 3 abstentlons. The second phrase "to be coqliled,
'caklng lnto account the sugge stioirs nade during the debate ln the Sirbh
Conrnittee rr was adoptedrrby 20 votes to 14, dth 14 abstentions.

(d) The flfteen Porcr anendrent (A/C,6/L.Z}T) to odcl a surb-paragreph (c)
-bo the fj.rst operatlve paragraBh ras rejected by A5 votes to l-2" x"j.th 10
abstentions.

/-\ lr^h66^'idh+ '-^n the last-nentloned. vote. the.flfteen pover arbndnent
to delete the. second. operatlve parEgraph r€s r,t-i.bhdravn by its oponsore.

(f) ' The auendnent by Iran (A/C.6/L.21B) to the second operatlve paragraph
aas adop'bed by 4I votes to none, vj.th l0 abBtentlons.

(e,l rhc draft re as arcnde d. xa6 adolted
unanlnously,

L6. Thg Sixth Cormittee the refore reco@ends to the Genera]. Asseebl_v the
adoption of the foj-lovlng reso)-utlon:

WAYS AND MEANS I'OR MAKING fEE EVIDENCE OF CUSTOMARY
INTERNATIONAL LAW MOru READ]].Y AVATI,ABLE

The C,ereral Asscnbly,

Conelderlng the report of the Secrctary-GenereJ- on r4ays and neans for
naking the evldence of customary internationar lav x0ole readily avellable
(A/2L7o), subnitted in pureuance of GBneraI Assernbly resol_ution dO2 (ru)
of l- February 1952,

Ilavlng regard to the detalled plans in the rEport as to the forn,
contents and budgetary ilTlicatlons of certain publ-icatlons re ferred. to 1n
the aforeeald resolution and to the concluaLons of the Secretary-General
statcd ln the report,
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l-. Authorize s the Se cre talY-Gene ral to undertake, aB soon as

feasj.ble, [[J""t:-oo or,
(r) A list of 'rreaty colfections, to be corrtr)ile d taklng lnto account

the suggestlons oade during the debate ln the Sixth Cormit1:eei

(b) A ripertoire of the Bractice of bhe Securlty Council;

2. Requests the Se cre tary-Gene ra1 to prepare and circulate to 'Lhe

governne nts of l4eaiber StateB a coBparatlve study of the ex'ient to vhich

developnents in the field of custo@ry internati.onaf l-av and selectcd

].egal activities of the Unlted Natlons ciin usefully bc covered by an

expanslon of exiEtlng Unlted Natlons publications, by the L8.r.rnching of ncv

special publlcations of linited scope and by a Unite d Nations iuridlcal
learbook; such Btudy shall covcr form, contcnts and budgctary implica'"ions.




